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Introduction

This booklet is one of a series of concise Biblmowntaries based on
Pilgrim Bible Notes. They do not have the deptidefail found in
larger commentaries but should serve as a helpdar Christians or
those who have little knowledge of the Bible.

The commentary can be used in daily devotions ohtaxh to the
readings from Pilgrim Bible Notes, taking a chagach day.

Pilgrim Bible Commentaries on Genesis, Exodus aunkielare also
available.
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Key to notes

» All Scripture quotations are taken from the Newn&iJames
Version unless stated otherwise; they are primetilics.

* The number in brackets eg. (6) refers to the vatsaber in the

passage that we are reading; (23:16) refers uadther chapter and
verse in the book of the Bible from which we aradiag. When we
read from Genesis, this would be Genesis chaptere28e 16.

*  Where verses from other books of the Bible araught to our

attention, the name of the book is also indicatethe brackets eg.
(Psalm 19:1).

* Where | ask you to compare another verse of Soept prefix the

reference with cp. (eg. cp. Psalm 1:1). | prefey ihnthe more common
abbreviation cf. which relates to the obsolete woamfer’.

*  When I refer to ‘the Word of God’ | mean the Bilde a whole,

rather than a particular word or words spoken loppets or apostles
on a specific occasion.



THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES

L uke, ‘the beloved physician(Colossians 4:14), wrote his Gospel
and the Acts of the Apostles to give to Theophéusstory of the
ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ and the apogtlek). This man was
probably a person of some importance;he is addteasanost
excellent’,a title given to Roman governors (Luke 1:3; cptsAz23:26;
24:3; 26:25). Luke continues in Acts where he &ftin his gospel
(‘the former account’1:1). The events in the book cover a period of
some thirty-three years from AD 30 to AD 62.

The Acts of the Apostles has often been called Abks of the Holy
Spirit’ because of its record of the mighty workioigthe Spirit of God
through the apostles, particularly Peter and Pdndré are seventy
references to the Holy Spirit in Acts). The wordstness’ and
‘witnesses’are found throughout the book (1:8, 22; 2:32; 34:83;
5:32; 10:39,41; 13:31; 22:15; 23:11 26:16,22). Gospel is forall
nations’ (Luke 24:47). The Lord Jesus told the apostlestti@Holy
Spirit would come upon them and they would be v@s@s to himn
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and toethe of the earth
(1:8). This promise and command are reflected értlinee sections of
the book:

1. Witness in Jerusalem AD 3032 (chapts 1to7)
Waiting in Jerusalem - 1:1-26
Day of Pentecost - 2:1-40
Jerusalem church established - 2:41-47
Healing of lame man - 3:1-26
Beginning of persecution - 4:1-37
Death of Ananias and Sapphira - 5:1-11
Further church growth and persecution - 5:12-42
Choice of seven men to serve in church — 6:1-7
Stephen’s ministry and martyrdom - 6:8 to 7:60



2. Witness in Judea & Samaria AD 35 44 (chaptes 8 to 12)

Christians scattered by persecution - 8:1-40
Conversion of Saul of Tarsus - 9:1-31
Peter’s ministry in Palestine;

first Gentile Christan — 9:32to 11:18
The first Gentile church - 11:19-30
Persecution by Herod Agrippa | - 12:1-25

3. Witness to the end of the earth AD 47 62 (chagtrs 13 to 28)

Paul’s first missionary journey - 13:1t0 14:28
Conflict over circumcision - 15:1-35

Paul's second missionary journey - 15:36 to 18:22
Paul’s third missionary journey - 18:23t0 21:14
Paul in Jerusalem - 21:15 to 23:32
Paul in Caesarea - 23:33 t0 26:32
Paul’'s journey to Rome — 27:128:15
Paul in Rome - 28:16-31

(The dates shown above are approximate).

May God be pleased to challenge us and to enthuse u s by the
example of the early church. Let us work and witnes s for the
same risen Lord.

For further reading | recommend:

ACTS — YOU ARE MY WITNESSESy Gordon Keddie, Welwyn
Commentary Series, published by Evangelical Press.

AUTHENTIC CHRISTIANITY — SIX VOLUMES OF SERMONS OMCTS
CHAPTERS 1 TO &y D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones published by Banner of

Truth.



Acts chapter 1

I n the introductory notes on the Acts of the Apcstie page 4, |
reminded you that Luke, ‘the beloved physician’[(@sians 4:14),
wrote his Gospel and the Acts of the Apostles @ ¢o Theophilus a
history of the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christldhe apostles (1:1).
The Gospel of Luke gives an accoohall that Jesus began both to do
and to teacH1). This book continues to show what the Lord 3esu
continued to do through the ministry of the apastio also taught
what they had learned from their great Master.

Luke begins his account by making a brief referéndas Gospelthe
former accounf). He reminds Theophilus that the Lord Jesus often
appeared to the disciples during the forty days/een his resurrection
and ascension. He showed himself to be ddwenany infallible proofs
(3). The Lord Jesus ate with the apostles and werg able to touch
him. They knew without a shadow of doubt that Jesd® had been
put to death by crucifixion, had risen from the dle@hristianity is
based on facts!

The Lord Jesus had opened their understandingthegt might
comprehend the Scriptures and spokehe things pertaining to the
kingdom of God3; cp. Luke 24:45). These things included the
necessityor the Christ to suffer and to rise from the délael third day,
and that repentance and remission of sins shoulgdrbached in his
name to all nationgLuke 24:46-47).

In the forty days between his resurrection andrasoa it appears that
Jesus made no mention of restoring the kingdonsriel, hence the
guestion of the disciples (6). The kingdom of Ge®dat to be confused
with the kingdom of Israel. Our emphasis must belonthings
pertaining to the kingdom of Go@®; 8:12; 14:22; 19:8; 20:25;
28:23,31).Let us beware of wasting time in speculating about
things not made clear in Scripture (7).

Before he ascended into heaven (9-12), the Lordsledd the
disciples to wait in Jerusalem ftine promise of the Fathethe
outpouring of the Holy Spirit (4-8). They were héetbeginning of a



new dispensation when the Holy Spirit would dwaelewvery believer
(Ezekiel 36:26-27; Acts 2:38; Romans 8:9-11, 1541€orinthians
12:13; Galatians 4:6).

The Holy Spirit is associated with power (8), bug must always
remember that he is a Person. The Holy Spirit iSs'ldalper’ and we
need him to enable us to witness to a hostile w@dhn 15:26-27).
The disciples certainly needed him in their witnesshe world of
unbelieving Jews. Jesus refers to hinftlaes Spirit of truth’who would
guide his apostles into all truth (John 16:13). Hody Spirit will never
lead us into fellowship with those who deny theftswf the gospel. He
never points us to himself but he glorifies Chfisthn 16:14).

Jesus said)You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit hasne
upon you; and you shall be witnesses to mé&8).'We too have the
Holy Spirit but are we witnessing?We have a wonderful message
concerning the grace of God, who gave his Sond@dd to rise from
the dead to save sinners. This message alone Ipasfboa needy
world. We are to tell men and women of the libergtpower of the
gospel which can rescue them from the tyranny ¢térSand sin, that
they need to repent of their sin and to trust inigto save them. How
is your witness at home, at school, at work?

Send forth the gospel! Let it run,
Southward and northward, east and west;
Tell all the earth Christ died and lives,
Who giveth pardon, life, and rest.

Send forth the gospel, holy Lord!

Kindle in us love’s sacred flame;

Love giving all and grudging naught

For Jesus’ sake, in Jesus’ name. (Henry E. Fox)

Jesus went out to Bethany which was about two mélast of
Jerusalem and there he blessed the disciples. dssiblessing them,
he was taken umto heaven (9; cp. Luke 24:50-51). The disciples
watched him disappear from their sight throughdloaids and two
angels appeared beside them and told them that Yesud one day
return in the clouds (10-11). The ascension ofsless prophesied in



the Old Testament (Psalm 68:18). Why did he asc#ncheaven?

* He ascended to be exalted to the right hand of &oslovereign
Lord of the universe (2:33; cp. Mark 16:19; Ephesid:20-22). The
right hand of God is the place of power and authqid:56; 1 Peter
3:22).

* He ascended to be our great High Priest. The @itiament high
priest offered sacrifices for his own sins andtfurse of the people
when he entered the Most Holy Place of the tabden@xr of the
temple). Jesus has entered heaven with his ow phawing obtained
eternal redemption for us (Hebrews 9:12; 10:11-A&)pur great High
Priest, he makes intercession for us (Romans 8t8drews 7:25-27).

» Jesus ascended in order to send the Holy Spatin(J:39; 16:7).
The ministry of the Holy Spirit is essential foetkalvation of sinners
(eg. John 3:5; 16:7-11) and in the life of everlidver (John 14:16;
Romans 8:12-16, 26-27).

» Jesus ascended to prepare a place for us (JoBr3)4What a
glorious place that will be!

When the Lord Jesus comes again, everyone willlsee(11;

Revelation 1:7). Every Christian alive at that timi# be caught up to
meet him in the air (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17).illtlve a wonderful
day for those who know and love Christ, but it Wil a fearful time for
those who do not know him (2 Thessalonians 1:7-10Jgsus came
again today, would you be ready to meet him; woulgou be taken

up to be with him?

There are discouragements in the work of the gampelour message
is often scorned and rejected. The half-brotherthefLord Jesus
Christ (sons of Joseph and Mary) did not at firsliéve in him
(Matthew 13:55; John 7:5). They were now prayinghwhe eleven
disciples and other believers (13-14). James be@alaader in the
Jerusalem church (12:17; 15:13; cp. Galatians 1219); Most Bible
commentators believe that he wrote the letter whiears his name.
The Holy Spirit inspired Jude to write his lettdu@e 1:1). Let us
persevere in praying for those we love and in vesigg to them.



We are not only to be witnesses but we must also wpon God in
prayer (14). Though we now hatlee promise of the Fathéthe Holy
Spirit), we do need to take time to pray. As wadrdaough the book
of Acts, we will notice that the early church pld@egreat priority upon
prayer (13-14). They needed to appoint someonaki the place of
Judas Iscariot among the twelve apostied they prayeq24). They
then chose Matthias to be numbered with the elepestles (15-26).
Some commentators believe that though Peter wesrsiim his motive
for seeking a replacement for Judas, he was mistakige so impatient
to see the office filled. They see Paul as thetfidholder of the office
(cp. 1 Corinthians 15:8-9). Luke, the writer of Awts of the Apostles,
was a close companion and friend of Paul. It is that Paul was an
apostle, and that he had a unique ministry, buelgikes no indication
that the appointment of Matthias was a mistak&clfipture remains
silent on this matter, we waste time if we allowselves to be
distracted by needless speculation.

Are you discouraged? Are you carrying heavy bur@dds you need
direction and guidance?ave you prayed? Are you persevering in
prayer? If you are not, do not be surprised that ya are having
problems. If you try to get along without daily prayer, you will be
weak. Be determined to set time aside each day for prayen you
will worship God, offer up your praise and thanksggy, repent of sins
committed, and bring your requests to him.



Acts chapter 2

he Feast of Pentecost was celebrated seven wetksthé

Passover to give thanks for the barley harvest (liews
23:15-21). God chose this time to pour out his Fgyrit on the first
Christians who were expectantly praying in the uppem of a house
in Jerusalem (cp. 1:12-14)hey were all filled with the Holy Spii).
The outpouring of the Holy Spirit was accompanigdhree types of
phenomena:

* A sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wW#)d wind is a
symbol of deity, of the presence of God. When tbedlcame to Job,
heanswered Job out of the whirlwiridob 38:1; 40:6).

* Fire, which, like wind is also a symbol of deity and®bd’s
presence. (3). God appeared to Moses in a burnis BExodus
3:1-6). After Solomon prayed at the dedicatiorheftemple, the Lord
sent fire from heaven to consume the sacrificed,tha glory of the
Lord filled the place (2 Chronicles 7:1 3). JohnetiBaptist had
prophesied of Jesugje will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with
fire’ (Luke 3:16).

* Speaking with other tongues (4). They were enatdexpeakhe
wonderful works of Gotih recognisable languages which they had
never learned (7—11). The tongues-speaking hetf@srchapter must
not be confused with a repetition of unintelligisieunds.

Many of the devout Jews in Jerusalem were amazddarplexed
when they heard those early disciples speakingngues, but others
mocked and accused them of drunkenness (13)inifpsrtant to note
that they were not behaving like drunkards. Theyeww®t slurred in
their speech, but were very lucid. Some foolishde these verses to
justify their lack of control when they are suppibse be ‘drunk with
the Spirit’. Such a thing is unbiblicallhe filling of the Spirit leads

to self-control; this is the opposite of the effects of drunkenness
(Ephesians 5:18).

The fruit of the Lord’s teaching over the forty dayefore his ascension
was seen in the preaching of Peter. Jesus dyehed their
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understanding, that they might comprehend the $ergs (Luke
24:44-45). The apostle rebutted the mockers whased the
Christians of drunken behaviour (12). He then expld to his Jewish
congregation the significance of what was happertiig sermon was
full of quotations from the Old Testament and hendestrated that the
prophecy of Joel which promised the coming of tleytSpirit was
being fulfilled before their very eyes (14-21; dpel 2:28-32).

Peter also showed how the Old Testament prophe$ig@ death and
resurrection of Christ (25-28; cp. Psalm 16:8—HE).told his hearers
that it was not possible that the Lord Jesus shioeiloeld by death (24).
The crucifixion of the Lord Jesus was not an actidéod planned it
for our salvationHim, being delivered by the determined counsel and
foreknowledge of Go®23; cp. 4:28). The Lord Jesugle Lamb slain
from the foundation of the worl@Revelation 13:8).

God the Father chose us in him (Christ) beforefdh@dation of the
world, having predestined us to be adopted intdamsly according to
the good pleasure of his w{lEphesians 1:4-5). God is sovereign in all
of his purposes. There is infinite wisdom and garall his planning!
What wonderful grace that God should choose to pawesinners like
us and bring us into his family. God’s purposeaf®are good and wise
(Romans 8:28). Blessed be his name! Let us refmdgraise him with
thankful hearts.

The fact that God planned the death of Christ ¥e senners in no way
excused those who had crucified him. The peopldencrowd had
heard Jesus and seen many of his miracles. Theyakad him by
lawless hands and were responsible for his dee&8h38-37; cp.
3:13-15; 7:51-52)We must never hide behind God’s purposes to
excuse our own waywardness or sin.

Peter pointed out to his hearers that the versegibted from Psalm
16 could not refer to David who died and was buridvid had
prophesied of the Christ (the promised Messiah) hdebdied and had
risen from the dead (27-32). Peter told them thatlLiord Jesus had
beerexalted to the right hand of Gaahd that it was he who had poured
out the Holy Spirit upon the company in the uppem (33).
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Peter quoted from Psalm 16 and pointed out to baxdrs that the
verses he quoted could not refer to David who died was buried.
David had prophesied of the Christ (the promisecgdvd) who had
died and had risen from the dead (27-32). Petétheim that the Lord
Jesus had beaxalted to the right hand of Gaahd that it was he who
had poured out the Holy Spirit (33).

Jesus and the apostles taught that there can begieeness of sin

without repentance. Those who want to be savedt tuusaway from

their sin and trust in the Lord Jesus. Baptism symbol of our

identification with Christ who died, was buried,darose from the

grave to save sinners. It is also a confessionvileadre walking with

him in newness of life (Romans 6:3-5). If you Idke Lord Jesus and
acknowledge him as your Saviour, you will want teep him. Have

you been baptised as he has commanded (Matthe®)28:1

The promise of the gift of the Holy Spirit is notrfa select few but for
as many as the Lord our God will c§89). All Christians are called by
God and they all receive the gift of the Holy SjgiRomans 8:9,30. See
notes on Acts 1:4-8). The body of each Christiathéstemple of the
Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). The real test of whethpeeson
has the gift of the Spirit is not speaking in toegut having the fruit
of the Spirit in his life (Galatians 5:22—-238Ye are very privileged to
have the Helper, the Holy Spirit within us whereverwe go (John
14:26; 15:26; 16:7). We are never alone.

Three thousand people were saved after hearing'$¥ségmon. They
gladly received the word and were baptised in obeck to God’s
command (41). They were integrated into the lifehef Jerusalem
church.And they continued steadfastly in the apostlestrioe and

fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prag/ét2). Let us think
about this:

* They continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doetiiinere is more
to the Christian life than ‘making a decision’ toliow Christ.

Thousands of people make ‘decisions for Christ'thetr lives are no
different. If we truly love the Lord, we will be tesmined to continue
in the apostles’ teaching which is found in ScriptuDoctrine should
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never be a dull thing to us. We should be thriledearn more about
God, what he has done for us in Christ, and howdmgs us to live.

* They continued steadfastly in ... fellowsHipey had unity among
themselves'one accord’,46) which is essential for true fellowship.
Christian fellowship is far more than having a @ipea after church,
than going on a church outing or enjoying some §than social
activity though these are valuable. It is first dotemost spiritual,
being based on our fellowship with God (1 John.1t3§ grounded in
sound doctrine (what the apostles taught) and leslsnof life
(2 Corinthians 6:14).

Fellowship flows out of a deep love for our fell@ristians, helping

them in their need (1 John 3:15-19). Fellowshipoiags showing

kindness, being tender-hearted to one anotheslamding a readiness
to forgive when we have been wronged (Ephesiari) 4/8e cannot,

however, have true fellowship with those who dehg essential

doctrines of the Christian faith. The apostle Paat thankful for

Christian fellowship (Philippians 1:3-5). If a penshas no desire for
Christian fellowship, they may be backslidden artnaly saved.

* They continued steadfastly in ... the breakingreat (42). This
refers to the Communion service. This is a solegtasion when we
remember the love of the Lord Jesus for us andtaat sacrifice for
our sins. The Lord Jesus commandBd, this in remembrance of me’
(Luke 22:19; 1 Corinthians 11:225). It is a remembrance service of
his death which was a once for all sacrifice, no¢-&acrificing of
Christ as some believe. When we eat the bread an#l fftom the
communion cup, weroclaim the Lord’s death till he comes
(1 Corinthians 11:26). The bread speaks of his bbdgken and
tortured at Calvary for us. The Lord Jesus saithefcup that we take
at the Communion servicé€lhis is my blood of the new covenant
which is shed for many for the remission of s{Mgtthew 26:28; cp.
Ephesians 1:7He wants us to remember that he paid the supreme
price to save us and this should enhance our loverfhim and make

us hate sin with all our heart.
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* They continued steadfastly in ... prayef42). They prayed
together. It is sad and strange that many profgs€inristians are
absent from the prayer meetings of their churchtiag really take the
Bible seriously? Do they really believe that Godwaers us when we
pray together (cp. Acts 4:23-31)7?

» They also had a practical concern for the needlerchurch (45).
These Christians really loved each other and céredne another.
They were filled with joy and praise to God (46-47)

We must not live in spiritual isolation when thés@ good local church
nearby which continuesteadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and
fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayét2). A genuine
believer will be keen to be involved in the lifedawitness of a local
church as a memberhe Lord added to the church daily those who
were being save(7).Has he added you to the church?

14



Acts chapter 3

man who had been lame from birth and about forgryeld sat

begging at the Beautiful Gate of the temple (2;24:He was
taken there every day, but this day was to be déffié and
life-transforming. The man saw Peter and John abo@nter the
temple and he begged them for money (3).

The two apostles commanded the lame beggar todbtiem and he
did so,expecting to receive something from th@ms5). He received
something far more precious — salvation and heaReger told him
that he did not have silver or gold but commanded tb rise up and
walk in the name (upon the authority) of Jesus €lufi Nazareth. The
man was immediately healed and he went into thekemwith the

apostleswalking, leaping, and praising Go&-8). The people
recognised that this man had been miraculouslyedeahd they were
filled with wonder and amazement (11-12).

These verses give an example ofrtieny wonders and sigtisat were
done through the ministry of the apostles (2:43)e orking of
miracles was an evidence of their apostolic mipisind that of their
associates (cp. 5:12; 6:8; 2 Corinthians 12:12;releb 2:3—4).

The Lord does not give signs and wonders ministoday and those
who claim to have such ministries deceive themsearel millions of
others. When they fail to heal, they generally béatine sufferer,
claiming that there must be lack of faith or sintlat person’s life
which blocks the healing. God does heal todaywhen we ask him
for healing, we must submit to his wise providemsePaul did
(2 Corinthians 12:7-10).

We have a wonderful message of salvation and wéoangtness and
bring the gospel to those around us. Some lookst@xpecting to
receive somethingd.hey may want us to pray for their physical needs,
but we have a message that can meet with theiedeaped — the need
for forgiveness of sin and reconciliation to G@¢hat are we offering

to those around us?
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The lame man who was healed clung to Peter andaluhthe amazed
crowd followed them into Solomon’s Porch; this pided a great
opportunity for Peter to preach the gospel (11)nkéele it quite clear
that the One who had healed the man was the Lergs Jghrist, whom
they had rejected in favour of a murderer, wheat®ihad offered to
release him. They hddlled the Prince of lifdout God had raised him
from the dead and the apostles were withessesstoTihe lame man
had been healed through faith in the name of J&244.6).

Peter told them that they and their rulers haceHilChrist through
ignorance, but God had foretold his death and restion by the
mouth of all his prophets (17-18). He urged thd®epent therefore
and be converted, that your sins may be blotted (49). Repentance
is essential to salvation and it was a vital eletmenapostolic
preaching (cp. 2:38; 5:31; 8:22; 17:30; 20:21; Py T here is much
man-centred preaching today which lacks any messhggpentance.
It focuses on the emotional hurts and needs oflpeagher than their
need as sinners who are under the wrath of @fdcannot be saved
unless we repent of our sinRepentance is the gift of God (11:18)
which comes through the enabling of the Holy $piho first convicts
us of our sin.

We must never refuse to urge sinners to repentceoumt of their
inability to do so because God commands all merepent (19; cp.
17:30). The lame man could not walk, but Peter camohed him;Rise

up and walk’and he walked (6). As we declare God’s Word wetmus
expect him to bring sinners to repentance.

God gives us great blessings when we repent. @arase blotted out
so that we are no longer under condemnation (@als44:22;
Colossians 2:14); our sins are forgiven and weivecie gift of the
Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38-39)Do you know these blessings in your own
life?

Let us think abouttimes of refreshingand‘the times of restoration’
(19-21):

* ‘Times of refreshing’19). The Greek word translatéfreshing’
is the same word that is used f@st’ (eg. Matthew 11.29) Peter told
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the people that the Lord Jesus was the great Proptmised through
Moses whom they must hear. Samuel and the propieisollowed

him had spoken of the gospel age (22—-24; cp. Denteny 18:18).
God had raised up his Servant Jesus and sent hioless them by
turning them away from their wickedness (24—26)d @ves us great
blessings when we repent; there is rest and riebef the tyranny of
sin; there aréimes of refreshing ... from the presence of thell

There is joy in the presence of the angels of Gaat one sinner who
repents(Luke 15:10). There is no joy to be compared whidt twhich
we receive when sinners are saved. Such timegalse‘times of
refreshing’ and of ‘rest’.

» 'The times of restoration of all thingsthen Jesus comes again
(21). There will then be a new heaven and a neth @ad everlasting
joy for the people of God (Isaiah 66:22; 2 Petdi0313; Revelation
21:1-5). A glorious future awaits every Christigve will be glorified
(Romans 8:30). To be glorified is to have a newybtbt will never
age, never feel pain, never suffer death (Revela?ii3-5). Such a
body will never be the instrument of sin.

We have a glorious inheritance in heaven. The soffehat we endure
for Christ pales into insignificance when we congpi@with the glory
that shall be revealed in us (Romans 8:I8p Lord Jesus Christ will
transform our lowly body that it may be conformedtiis glorious body
(Philippians 3:20-21). We shall see our preciougi@a in all his

majesty and splendour. We will admire him and |bv@ as never
before. We will then realise more than ever justinauch we owe him.
Are you looking forward to ‘the times of restoratior?
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Acts chapter 4

he priests, the Sadducees, and the captain okthplé guard

arrived as Peter and John were speaking to thdepelipey were
very disturbed to hear the apostles preaching stigeand the
resurrection from the dead (1-2). The chief priegtse Sadducees,
who did not believe in the resurrection of the déBte preaching of
the resurrection of Christ, whom they had crucifies extremely
offensive to them. If Jesus had not risen, theyld/bave been able to
produce his body from the tomb on which they hadasguard. They
tried to spread the lie that the disciples hadestdhe body (Matthew
28:11-15). The enemies of the gospel will resodrtgy amount of lies
to discredit the gospel message. The apostlesdeadtbe risen Christ
many times and they could not help but speak thegshwhich they
had seen and heard (20).

The Jewish religious leaders had Peter and Johested and
imprisoned but many of those who had heard thetlgsdselieved and
five thousand were added to the church (3—4). Assgitihat not all

who heard the apostles believed, we can work aittahhuge crowd
must have heard the apostles teach and preacltradtlme man was
healed.

The rulers, elders, scribes and the high priesttipreed Peter and John
the next day. They should have been glad that g pwetched, lame
man had been healed but the miracle did not brivgm any
satisfaction. They asketBy what power or by what name have you
done this?(7). Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, boldly pclaimed that
the lame man had been healed by the power of¢ba Christ whom
they had crucified (7-10).

The tragedy of the Jewish religious leaders was thahey were
blinded by their own religious prejudice and they tad no desire to
be healed of their spiritual blindness.They obstinately refused to
believe in Christ, despite the miracle that hachb&mught at the gate
of the temple.
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Peter quoted Psalm 118, verse 22 (11) which Jdsosuaed with
reference to the chief priests and Pharisees whglgiag the teaching
of his parables (Matthew 21:42—-45). The chief costene determines
the accuracy of the angle of the walls. If the @rrstone is not
suitable, the walls of the whole building will bat®f line. The chief-
cornerstone of God'’s building is the Lord Jesussthirle was rejected
by the Jewish leader$s/¢u builders) but chosen by God the Father
and precious (1 Peter 2:4).

Dr D. M. Lloyd-Jones observes, ‘Here is the test gbod builder: Can
he choose something solid, durable, that can $kenstrain and stress?
These Jewish leaders, who called themselves “brgfdevanted
something big enough and great enough to make theild and
civilization, but they rejected the Son of Godslthe supreme tragedy
of all history that when men and women are con&drity the only one
who can solve the problems and answer the questiogg reject him
with scorn and deriSionAUTHENTIC CHRISTIANITY’, VOLUME 2,
ACTS 4-5 page 41).

Peter was very uncompromising in his message, dagldNor is
there salvation in any other, for there is no otihame under heaven
given among men by which we must be sayE2). If we reject the
Lord Jesus, we reject God’'s way of salvation, aedwill be lost for
ever. Those who teach that there are many waystbp@rvert the
teaching of Scripture and deny the gospel. Evarogés$i who
compromise with the ecumenical movement are in éanfdenying
the faith. Light cannot have fellowship with darksgq2 Corinthians
6:14).

We may be accused of bigotry or of intolerance wiilen Peter and
Paul we insist that the Lord Jesus is the only wayod the Father (12;
cp. John 14:6; Galatians 1:8-%e must be intolerant of everything
which undermines the gospel or which seeks to exphait away.
G.K. Chesterton rightly said, ‘Tolerance is thetjgatar virtue of those
who do not really believe in anything?’

The council which was the ruling body of the Jeals¢ known as ‘the
Sanhedrin’) wondered what course of action theylcctake against
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Peter and John. The man who had been healed wakngiavith them
and they could not deny thatnotable miracldhad been done through
them (14,16). They marvelled at the boldness otwteapostles who
had not been trained in their own schools of leay@ind oratory (13).
The Greek word translatédoldness’means confidence in speech.
They realised that they had been with J§4:33. These men had been
with Jesus during his ministry on earth and thew rmjoyed daily
fellowship with the risen Saviour.

Do you spend time with Jesus each day, waiting updnm in prayer
and seeking to listen to him through his Word? Do thers recognise
that you have been with JesusWhy do so many of us lack spiritual
fruit in our lives? Could it be that we do not takae to be with the
Lord Jesus? Perhaps we crowd personal devotionsf auir lives for
things which have little importance and we spendentione watching
television, reading newspapers, looking at Facepookllocating all
our available spare time to some hobby. We mayeptdhat they are
important to us, but they are not as importantusvating our walk
with the Lord. We need to be determined to disoglbur lives.

Being with Jesus not only gave Peter and John dende in speech,
but also courage in the face of threats. They waooldbe silenced by
threats from the council which commanded them aapeak nor to
teach in the name of Jesus. They insisted thaththdyto listen to God
rather than the Sanhedrin and that they could alt but speak the
things which they had seen and heard (18-20). Atetymid or shy

about your Christian faith? Spend much time withudeand he will

give you grace to be bold in your witness.

O the pure delight of a single hour

That before thy throne | spend,

When | kneel in prayer and with thee, my God,

| commune as friend with friend. (Frances Jane Van Alstyne)

Peter and John went to the church and told thematdbe threats of the
chief priests and elders. They did what we all $thalo in difficult
times. They shared the problem with fellow belisvand then sought
the Lord in prayemaising their voice to God with one accqi23-24).
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They were able to pray like this because they eagayprecious unity
in Christ. They prayedith one accordandwere of one heart and one
soul(24,32).

Let us think about the way in which they prayed:

* They worshipped God as sovereign. The usual wdrtthvis
translatedLord’ is ‘kurios’. In this verse, however, the Greek nou
‘despot s’ is translatedLord’ (24). Our word ‘despot’ is derived from
this word which means a master who has absolut®gtyt We should
always remember when problems and trials come updhat God is
in absolute control of all our circumstances (1. Romans 8:28).

» They acknowledged God as the Creator of heaverard and of
all who dwell in them (24). There is no supporttia Bible for Charles
Darwin’s theory of evolution. God is our sovereigreator who is
awesome in his power. We can come to him knowiagdh things are
possible with him.

* They quoted Scripture in their prayer (from Ps&@mnThey
recognised that this opposition to the preachinthefapostles was
opposition to Christ (25-28).

* They did not pray that the apostles would be prtae from
wicked men but that they would be enabled to sgggads Wordwith
boldnessand that God would stretch out his hand to heal t@n
perform signs and wonders through the name of J&8)s

Their prayer was answered. The Holy Spirit descdngeon them
shaking the place where they were assemfbleey were all filled with
the Holy, Spiritand they spoke the word of God with boldr{843. Do
you wish to witness with confidence to those aroyowa? You need to
depend on the Holy Spirit, to spend time in pragash day, and to read
and learn the Word of God.

These verses tell us more about the church atalerasThere was:

*  Great powerWith great power the apostles gave witness to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesu83). The people were seeing the
evidence of the power of the risen Christ.

» Great graceAnd great grace was upon them @B). Those early
Christians had a great zeal for God, but it wasthetoffensive,
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insensitive zeal of fanaticism. Their lives showssething of the
beauty and compassion of the Lord Jesus. They gramous people
who showed a practical concern for the needy améseir fellowship.

* Great generosity: They did not cling to their sssonsNeither
did anyone say that any of the things he possesaschis own, but
they had all things in commdB82). They gave sacrificially to help one
another, and some who were able, sold houses add &nd laid the
proceeds at the feet of the apostles (34-35). Gan&Christian giving
is a mark of God'’s grace in our lives (2 Corintlgag1-7; 9:7)Are
you a generous person? Do you have thigreat grace?

One of those who sold land was Joses (36—37). keanaevite who
belonged to the Jewish community in Cyprus. He dlase links with
Jerusalem, being the cousin of John Mark, whosédendived in the
city. She had a large house where the church mairbyer (12:12;
Colossians 4:10). The church gave Joses the naar@aBas’ which
means ‘Son of Encouragement’ because he was ergrasministry
of comfort and of encouragement among th&mn.you seek to
encourage others in your church? Do you make yourffeaware of
the needs of others? Are you thoughtful and kind?

Give me a faithful heart,

Likeness to thee,

That each departing day

Henceforth may see

Some work of love begun,

Some deed of kindness done,

Some wanderer sought and won,

Something for thee. (Sylvanus O. Phelps)
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Acts chapter 5

tan had failed to unsettle the church by attaak® fwithout but

e now attacked from within and this was more dgaid
pernicious. The generosity of Barnabas and othadem great impact
upon the Jerusalem church but Ananias and Sapgimningd in their
desire to be admired. They sold some land but gale part of the
proceeds from the sale to the church while pretenthat they had
given the whole amount. They were both equallytgwf deception
(2,9) and as soon as Ananias laid the money aphbstle’s feet, Peter
challenged him'Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lighe
Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of thed for yourself?’
(3). How foolish they were to imagine that they idodeceive the Holy
Spirit.

These verses make it quite clear that the HolyitSpia Person and that
he is God (to lie to the Holy Spirit is to lie ta@ 3—4). This important
truth is denied by false sects such as Jehovahtea&¥ses and
Christadelphians. The Lord visited Ananias and &appwith terrible
judgment (5,10). If their hypocrisy had gone undgtd, sin would
have flourished in the church, with disastrous egaognces.

Ananias and Sapphira wanted a reputation for satfrdicing
godliness without paying the price. If we preteodbé godly when we
are not, we offend God who hates lies and decegtipnProverbs
12:22).Let us beware of hypocrisy. The greatest antidoteot
hypocrisy is to cultivate a healthy fear of God anaf fearing to sin
against him.So great fear came upon all the church and upowhb
heard these thingd.1).

O give me Lord, the tender heart
That trembles at the approach of sin
A godly fear of sin impart,
Implant and root it deep within,
That | may dread thy gracious power
And never dare to offend thee more.
(Charles Wesley)
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Satan’s attack on the church backfired on him. Afihe fear of God
came upon the church and all who heard of the ardidnvolving
Ananias and Sapphira (11). The apostles were pilegcand
performing miracles in the precincts of the temfmlomon’s Porch’
—3:11; 12,25) anthe people esteemed them higiil$).

Some church leaders and their followers do nobfelthe biblical
pattern but go to great lengths to be like the @vorlorder to influence
the world. Worldly behaviour is not becoming in ang who professes
to love ChristThe church is most powerful and has more influence
over the world when it is different from the world! We must not be
conformed to this world, but be transformieg the renewing of our
mind. We will then provevhat is that good and acceptable and perfect
will of God (Romans 12:2).

Multitudes of men and women were saved and the wmie healed
(14-15). News of God’s mighty power spread and pe&pm the
surrounding cities poured into Jerusalem with theik and with those
tormented by evil spiritsThey were all healeds the Lord worked
mightily through the apostles (16). When the higlegi and his fellow
Sadducees saw all that was happenitiggy were filled with
indignation (17; Greek = ‘filled with jealousy’). They arrestand
imprisoned the apostles but an angel released diueimg the night. He
told them,'Go, stand in the temple and speak to the peogdl¢hal
words of this life(18—-20). They obeyed the angel and went to the
temple early in the morning and taught.

In the meantime the Sanhedrin had assembled thérapostles and
sent to have them brought from the prison (21).yTlere to have a
great surprise! Let us pray that God will revivesasthat he will be
glorified in our lives and in the salvation of sers. May he help us
declare'all the words of this life.’

The men who had been sent to bring the apostlestiie prison came
back to the Sanhedrin empty-handed. They repohadthough the
prison was shut securely and under guard, the peisowere not
inside. The enemies of the apostles were bemusg¢#td¢@rfused and
then heard that those who had been put in prisae wethe temple
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teaching the people (22-25). The apostles werenamaested and
brought before the council; The high priest accutbenn of filling
Jerusalem with their doctrine and of laying thenieafor the death of
Jesus on him and his fellow-members of the Sanhé#8). They had
said to Roman governor, Pontius Pildtés blood be on us and on our
children’ (Matthew 27:25) but they now objected to having lthame
put where it belonged at their door.

The high priest charged the apostles with ignotirggcommand of the
Sanhedrin not to teach in the name of Christ (EBgy answered\We
ought to obey God rather than méR9).This is a vital principle! We
must be law-abiding citizens, but when obedience tmen’s laws
means denying God’s lawsWe ought to obey God rather than
men.’ Are you determined to obey the Lord, whatever thst¢o
yourself?

Peter did not allow the council members forget tthety were
responsible for the murder of Jesus whom God hizedalesus and
exalted to his right hani be Prince and Saviour, to give repentance
to Israel and forgiveness of si30-31). Notice that repentance and
forgiveness are from God, that they are gifts grasly and freely
given by him (cp. 11:18; 2 Timothy 2:25). Those wh&e Jesus as
their Saviour, must also take him as their Prinod hord. Peter
affirmed that God gives the Holy Spirit to thoseontbey him (32).
Obedience to God begins with repentance and bapaisthcontinues
in holiness of life. Let us always remember tvatought to obey God
rather than men.

The Sanhedrin reacted furiously to Peter’s boldede&é and took
counsel to kill the apostles (33). One of their triughly respected
members Gamaliel, at whose feet the apostle Palibkan taught
(22:3), urged caution. He reminded them of fanatsescts whose
leaders had made great claims for themselves lbutdrae to nothing.
If the preaching of the apostles was not of Goddbumen, their work
would also come to nothing. If it were of God, hawe they would
never overthrow it and they should beware lest firvey themselves
fighting God. Gamaliel's counsel prevailed andadétéurther warning,
the apostles were flogged and released (34—40).
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Gamaliel appeared to be very balanced in his resptimthe apostles
and their message, but his attitude of ‘wait anel 8&s not good
enough. He would have heard the gospel on manysmetaand knew
that the miracles performed by Christ and his dpsstere genuine; he
knew that the lame man had been healed (3:10-14)artt the
Sanhedrin had overwhelming evidence that Jesusrisad (cp.
Matthew 28:11-15) but they were spiritually blinddarefused to
follow Christ.

The apostles rejoicdtat they were counted worthy to suffer shame for
his nameand continued to preach and teacthe temple and in private
homes'Jesus as the Chris({41-42). We may long for success in
gospel work such as that enjoyed by the apostléshanearly church.
We must not forget, however, that there is a piocpay for success —
hardship and suffering (cp. 16:22-24,34; 2 Timoghg; 1 Peter
4:12-14). Are we prepared to suffer shame and latimoih for the sake
of Christ and his gospel? Persecution may alsortake subtle forms.
We may suffer the taunts or hurtful remarks of figmiriends and
work-mates because we love the Lord. We may beedgmomotion at
work because we are ‘too honethe Lord Jesus willingly suffered
the most appalling humiliation and shame to save u@hilippians
2:5 8). Dare we demand a life of Christian ease?
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Acts chapter 6

he disciples wermultiplying (1) and a growing church is bound to

have ‘growing pains’. Satan is always on the lodKou ways to
destroy the unity of a church. The apostles hat sugreat workload
that they failed to notice that the Christian widowef the Hellenists
(Greek-speaking Jews) were being neglected. Thuatgn was not
brought about by malice but it could have easilstids/ed the unity of
the Jerusalem church. It led to misunderstandingt@nmurmuring
against the Hebrew@ramaic-speaking Jews; 1).

The apostles were sensitive to this grievance atetido maintain the
unity and fellowship of the church. They admittdhi they were
unable to preach the Word of God and also serdeddB). Those in
the church were to seek out from among themseleesn men of good
reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdam be responsible for the
care of the widows (3). A situation which could kadlighted the
church was turned into great blessing (7). The Hardsk of serving
tables was important enough to néeen of good reputation, full of
the Holy Spirit and wisdomWhat is the evidence of beirigll of the
Holy Spirit? There is a beauty and attractiveness about slith a
because it bears the precious fruit of the Holyr§gGalatians
5:22-23).Stephen, one of the seven appointed, was greatlyted,
but he was willing to serve in a humble capacitand God honoured
this man who was to become the first Christian ymaRray that God
will raise up men to lead our churches who fafeof the Holy Spirit
and wisdom.

The apostles had important priorities. They gaventkelves
continually to prayer and to the ministry of therdi¢4). — And the
word of God spread, and the number of the discipialtiplied greatly
in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests wbeglient to the faith
(7). The Word of God would not have spread and nvemyld not have
been brought to faith in Christ if the apostles hadlected prayer and
the ministry of the Word.

Stephen was the first man in the early church,rdatinen the apostles,
to perform miracles. He is described as bédiigof faith and the Holy
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Spirit (5) andfull of faith and powe(8). He faithfully, powerfully and
boldly preached the gospel. He was an outstandimgsGan. All
Christians have the gift of the Holy Spirit (2:3But not all are equally
godly or Christlike. Stephen’s sermon in the néwpter shows that he
had an excellent knowledge of Scriptuvée cannot have spiritual
wisdom without a knowledge and love of God’s WordLet the word
of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdorfColossians 3:16).

Some of the Jews who belonged to the SynagogueeofFteedmen
were very hostile towards Stephen and disputed ity butthey
were not able to resist the wisdom and the SpiritMhich he spoke
(10). Preaching without the blessing and powehefioly Spirit will
not bring conviction of sin, nor will it move memaé women to
repentance and faith in God. Pray much that thagimeg of your
pastor will be attended by the power and blessfrigeoHoly Spirit.

The enemies of Stephen were determined to silemeahd they
recruited some men to falsely accuse him of blasyhegainst Moses
and God (11). These people were very devout im tekgion but were
prepared to tell wicked lies to further their eaiins (13-14). They
stirred up the people and seized Stephen, bringingbefore the
Sanhedrin. The history of the church reveals tbates of the worst
persecution suffered by Christians has been ineyhy religious
people. All the members of the council fixed theyles on Stephen
whose face was as radiant as that of an angel Ttigy may have
hated Stephen, but they could see that his religias real and far
different from their hypocritical ways. Our chursheeed to see more
shining faces which are aglow with love for Chasd joy in the Holy
Spirit. The people in the world around us neecetothe difference that
the Lord Jesus has made in our lives.
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Acts chapter 7

Sﬁphen was challenged by the high priest to anlveeaccusations
ade against him and his defence took the formveia powerful
sermon. He had been falsely accused of spedkagphemous words
against Moses and Go@:11). He began by tracing the history of
Israel from Abraham to the prophets (2-52). He pdothat he had in
no way misrepresented Moses who himself had suffezgection at
the hands of the Jews (27-29,35,39). Moses hadoseplpthat his
peoplewould have understood that God would deliver thgnhils
hand, but they did not understa(2b). They were spiritually blind but
they were without excuse:

* They had seen wonders and signs in Egypt, at #te$ea, and
during their forty year journey through the wildess (36).

» They had been given the Word of God through Md¢#%ks living
oracles’ 38).

* They had disobeyed that Word and had hankered Edfgpt, the
place of terrible bondage and misery (39; cp. Nusd:1-14).

* They had turned away from God to worship idols-43).

Stephen’s listeners honoured Moses with their lipsthey were no
different from their ancestors who had rejected.hiimey were more
culpable because they had rejected the great profhieeLord Jesus
Christ, of whom Moses had spoken (37). The wordgeirse 42 are
frightening! —Then God turned and gave them up to worship tts¢ ho
of heaven.They had rejected his Word and his servant, angatve
them up to the worship of the sun, moon and stadsidols. The
captivity in Babylon was a just punishment for threibellion against
his commandments.

It is possible to rebel and to come to a point wh@od gives us up to
our sin (cp. Romans 1:24,26,28he history of Israel gives us a
solemn warning that Lord will not always be patientwith those
who have heard the gospel. To reject God’s goodneasd mercy is
the height of folly.
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The Jews laid great stress on the importance ofeimple and the
Sanhedrin (the council of the leaders of the Jénas) produced false
witnesses to accuse Stephen of speaking agdtimstholy place(the
temple)and the law{6:13-14). He reminded them that God had been
present with his people long before the templelyesh built (44—46).
He quoted the prophet Isaiah who had said thdtdhetis far too great
and majestic to be confined to a building made ey 1f#9-50).

The Jews insisted on the rite of circumcision whi@s given by God
to Abraham (8) but Stephen told them that theyddake circumcision
that really mattered. They weséff-necked and uncircumcised in heart
and ears.They laid great stress on religious ritual whilgleeting to
see that they needed to have a work of God in thearts (51; cp.
Romans 2:28-29). God sees our hearts and we ca@caive him with
religious sham (1 Samuel 16:7).

Those who were antagonistic to Stephen were liké thncestors,
always resisting the Holy Spirit. He asked th&ihich of the prophets
did your fathers not persecutePheir forefathers had rejected Moses
and had persecuted the prophets who had foretelddming of the
Lord Jesus whom they had murdered (52). Stepherfacayy false
accusations, but he put his accusers in the dodkpagssed home
further charges against them. The law had beemdiw®osedy the
direction of angel$ut they had not kept it (53).

One of the greatest enemies of true Christianity fsrm of religion
which has plenty of outward show but which lacksand reality. Any
religion which refuses to submit itself to the rdeScripture is
counterfeit. Many of the Jews professed to lovel#éwe of God, but
their profession was empty.is not good enough to pay lip-service
to truth. God requires us to live out his truth inour lives.

The high priest and the Sanhedrin weug¢ to the hear{same Greek
verb is translatetfurious’ in 5:33), but they raged rather than repented
(54). Stephen was full of the Holy Spirit and hazg was not on his
furious enemies but into heaven. Blaw the glory of Go@nd his
precious Saviour. He was overwhelmed by what hessahexclaimed
that he was seeing heaven opened and 3¢muding at the right hand
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of God(55-56). Those who heard him cried out with a leate and
stopped their ears. They refused to listen any rtiwoBod’s servant and
they rushed at him, dragged him out of the city stoded him to death
(57-58).

Stephen was murdered outside Jerusalem as was\h@§ and like
Jesus, he prayed for his murderers (60; cp. Luk&23He called upon
the Lord Jesus to receive his spirit dredfell aslee@fter praying for
his enemiesDeath is not a dark abyss for the Christian! He fdk
asleep to wake up in the presence of his preciouaiour in heaven.
To die is to be with Christ. To be absent fromltey is to be present
with the Lord who will raise up our bodies whendoenes again at the
end of the age (Philippians 1:21-23; 2 Corinthiar& 1 Corinthians
15:51-53; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-15).

We often wonder why it is that the Lord sometimaises a believer
while they are still young or engaged in a venyitful and blessed
ministry. We have no answer except to say that Sqeerfect in his
wisdom. He knows best and all his ways are fillathwove for us.
Stephen’s prayer for his enemies was soon to bégkly answered.
Those who stoned him laid down their clothes atfée of a young
man named Saul who encouraged them in their widked (58; 8:1).
Saul was to become the great apostle Paul who e o forget the
day that Stephen died (22:19-20). The Lord tookl8ta but Saul was
to become the greatest missionary in the historthefchurchGod
does bring good out of adverse circumstances.
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Acts chapter 8

gul did not stop at consenting to the death oftgtapHe alsmade
avoc of the churcpersecuting Christians with great zeal (1-3).
The outlook appeared to be very bleak for the dihatcJerusalem as
its members were imprisoned or scattered througldadea and
Samaria.God overruled this great persecution, however. The
scattering of the Christians led to the spread oftte gospel.The
persecuted Christians did not give up in despagerdhe loss of
property and threats against their livé@fierefore those who were
scattered went everywhere preaching the wéydThe word translated
‘preaching’ here means ‘evangelising’ or ‘witnessing to th@do
news’; (the other verb, meaning ‘to proclaim’, éaihd in verse 5).

The enemies of Christ may have silenced StepheiGbdtused his
fellow deacon Philip to preach Christ in a Samaritity. True
preaching always exalts Christ. The apostle Paotevsome years

later, ‘We do not preacl— ) . .
ourselves. but Christ Jesi Witness in Judea, Samaria and Syria

the Lord'(2 Corinthians 4:5) (places mentioned in Acts 8 to 12)

God also worked miracle
through Philip and there ws
great joy in that city.

You may not be called t
preach before great crowq
but you can share your faif

with others. Pray for you
relatives, friends, neighbou
and for those with whom yo
work. Look for opportunities
to bring them the gospe
God honoured those ear
believers and he will honou
you, if you are faithful. 0 100 160 kms

.Tarsus

¢ Antioch

*Damascus

Caesarea
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There was a well-known sorcerer in Samaria namew®who made
great claims for himself. He astonished the pewglle his magic but
many who had been deceived by him came to faitbhnst through
Philip’s preaching. They were baptised and so wa®8 who also
professed conversion. The sorcerer was amazeckettheemiracles
done through Philip’s ministry (9-13).

When the apostles who were at Jerusalem heardthleaSamaritans
had received the word of God, they sent Peter amh do then(14).
They prayed for the Samaritans that they mightivectae Holy Spirit
and Simon wanted this apostolic power. He triethribe Peter and
John to give him the power to bestow the Holy $piniwhomever he
laid hands (14-18).

Peter rebuked Simon for imagining that the giftGdd could be
purchased with money. He told hifMour heart is not right in the sight
of God’(21). The apostle urged Simon to repent of hikedoess and
to pray to God for forgiveness. The sorcerer, fepdivine judgment,
asked Peter to pray to God that none of the thaigghich he had
spoken would come upon him (22-24). Peter and podached the
gospel in many Samaritan villages as they retutoeterusalem (25;
cp. 1:8).

Simon had given up his sorcery but he still hanttexiter powerHe
had believed the gospel message and had been bagdidut his
heart wasnot right in the sight of GodThe most important thing in
all the world is for each of us to know that we aght with God, that
our sins are forgiven. Is your heaght in the sight of Go@lHave you
repented of your sin and trusted in the Lord Jésssive you?

NB. The Samaritans were Gentiles and the HolyitSpas not given them at
conversion but when Peter laid hands on them (1p Péter and the apostles had
to be convinced that Gentiles did not have to stibondewish practices such as
circumcision in order to be saved (see 10:44 t48)1These verses do not teach
us to look for the Baptism of the Spirit after we aaved.

The Lord directed Philip to leave Samaria and ga ttesert region
between Jerusalem and Gaza. The evangelist obegddh®ugh it
may have seemed strange to him to leave behimivanthgospel work
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to go to a desert. The Lord was working howevethi heart of a
eunuch who held high office in the royal court dhiBpia (26). This
man had been to Jerusalem to worship and was megunome. He had
obtained a scroll of the prophecy of Isaiah whildérusalem and was
in his chariot reading Isaiah chapter 53 which pesgpes the death of
Christ in great detail. Philip went up to the nadthe prompting of the
Holy Spirit and asked hinDo you understand what you are reading?’
He replied, How can | unless someone guides n{80-31).

We cannot be saved without understanding what tibéBeaches
about salvationWhen the Holy Spirit works in the life of a sinner,
he works in his mind as well as in his heartYou will have noticed
the emphasis on preaching the word in the ministithe apostles and
of Stephen and Philip. Many people go astray bexthesy do not seek
to understand the teaching of Scripture, or th&esndta church where
the Bible is not plainly and diligently taught.

Philip preached Jesuw the eunuch beginning with this passage of
Scripture (35). The suffering servant of whom Iegieophesied is the
holy Son of God. He was despised, rejected, hutediand slain on
the cross to save sinners. Philip would have tatd &bout Christ’s
resurrection, of the need of repentance for hisasid faith in the
Saviour. As they were passing a pool of waternth@ asked Philip to
baptize him. After confessing his faith in Chrigt Wwas baptized and
went on his way rejoicing (36—39). Philip was mivdausly
transported by the Holy Spirit to Azotus ahd preached in all the
cities till he came to Caesargd0). Churches were being formed
throughout Israel and Samaria and the gospel waseong taken by a
Gentile to Ethiopia. The church was thriving, déspgersecution.
When God works, who can hinder him?
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Acts chapter 9

ul of Tarsus Saul of Tarsus was relentless imigsion to destroy

he church (1-2). He had seen and supported thbeéhad killed
Stephen andnade havoc of the churd¢f:58 to 8:3), but the more he
persecuted Christians, the greater the growtheothurch. Christians
were now to be found in Damascus, about one huratrddifty miles
to the north of Jerusalem and Saul was determimegdthiey should be
arrested and brought back to Jerusalem for impnsort. He was
however, kicking against a guilty conscience (5.reickoned without
God'’s sovereign and gracious purposes, and thepandecutor of the
church became its great missionary. Saul and hity pgproached
Damascus at midday when he was suddenly blindeddagzzling light
from heaven (3; 22:6). The risen Lord Jesus spoki@rm, saying,
‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting mé®). Those who persecute
believers persecute Christ.

God blinded Saul and humbled him so that he wastrembling with
fear and astonishment. He asked two questions:

*  ‘Who are you, Lord?{5). The risen Saviour answered hiiram
Jesus, whom you are persecuting. It is hard fortpokick against the
goads.’Saul had been kicking against a guilty consciergewas to
discover that Jesus is the holy Son of God (2@keap of in the Old
Testament Scriptures, who died to save sinnerscalieot be saved
unless we know who Jesus is, and why he camehetworld.

* ‘Lord, what do you want me to do@®; cp. 22:10)An evidence
of conversion to Christ is submission to his lordsp in our lives.
Jesus said that he was to go into Damascus whenetlel be told
what he must do. Saul was to write some yearsvedrels,\We make it
our aim ... to be well pleasing to hi¢@ Corinthians 5:9). Those who
love the Lord Jesus will keep his commandmentsnJdehl5). Have
you submitted to the lordship of Christ in youef

The blind persecutor was led into Damascus andatiéat or drink for
three days (8-9).
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Ananias is not to be confused with the man who pvasshed by God
for lying to the Holy Spirit (5:3). Paul later detieed him asa devout
man according to the law, having a good testimoitly @all the Jews’
who dwelt at Damascus (22:12). Ananias should benaouragement
to us all. He was not an apostle or a church ledderhe was
wonderfully used by God to contact Saul and to grimm into
fellowship with the believers in Damascus.

The Lord came to Ananias in a vision, telling himtthe was to go to a
certain house and inquire fane called Saul of Tarsus, for behold, he
is praying.’ Saul had been told in a vision that he would being to
lay hands on him so that he might receive his sighménias voiced his
concern to the Lord, for he was aware that this fad come to
Damascus on a mission of persecution (11-14). Tnd &aid to him,
‘Go, for he is a chosen vessel of mine to bear amyenbefore Gentiles,
kings, and the children of Israel. For | will shdwm how many things
he must suffer for my name’s sak&5—-16). Ananias found Saul and
laid hands on him so that he would receive histsaghl be filled with
the Holy Spirit. He then baptised him and the ndwigtian spent some
days with the disciples at Damascus (19).

Saul wasa chosen vesself God and was to be used more than any
other man in the history of the church to procladita gospel and to
plant churches. All Christians were chosen by Gosiavation before
he made the world (Ephesians 1:4-6; 2 Thessalorda8 1 Peter
1:2). Some mistakenly believe that the doctrineskefction is a
hindrance to evangelism. That is not so! This wehde&loctrine is
taught in the Bible and it is a great encouragerfanis to preach the
gospel.No one is too hard for God to save. He may have mgn
chosen vessels among those who presently appeabéoindifferent

or opposed to the gospelet us pray with faith and expectation and
persevere in our work for the Lord!

The Jews at Damascus were amazed to find Saultprepm their

synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. They #ravine had come
to persecute the infant church in their city butwses now proving to
them that Jesus is the Christ (the promised Megsldiey turned on
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him and plotted to kill him but the Christians arascus helped him
to escape in a large basket over the city wallgtitr(20-25).

Saul returned to Jerusalem, but the Christiangedelaim with great
suspicion. They could not bring themselves to veithat he had
really come to faith in ChrisBut Barnabas took him and brought him
to the apostle$27). We can take verse 27 in two ways: either Saul
testified of the Lord’s dealings with him on the rBascus road and
how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the rdrdesus, or it
was Barnabas who related these things to the agoS8hul began to
preach fearlessly in Jerusalem but the HelleniGiteék-speaking
Jews) attempted to kill him. Some of the men esclnim to Caesarea
from where he was sent to Tarsus for his own sgd&9y30).

Five things are mentioned concerning the churcBek (

* They had peace. The persecution eased and tleedrsliwere also
at peace between themselves.

» They were edified (built up). We cannot be edifigdere peace
between ourselves and love are absent (cp. Romdnk9]l

1 Corinthians 8:1).

» They walked in the fear of the Lord.

* They walked in the comfort of the Holy Spirit.

*  They were multiplied.

Barnabas was a great encouragement to Saul (his means ‘son of
encouragement’). He was prepared to trust Saul wkgers shunned
him because of fear. Barnabas encouraged the newectovho was
soon integrated into the life and witness of tharch. The ministry
of encouragement is essential if a church is to lmiilt up. Let us at
all times seek to encourage one another.

This chapter closes with an account of Peter’s stryiin Lydda and
Joppa. The Christian communities in these placeg naae been
established as a result of the ministry of Phillpvpreached in all the
cities between Azotus and Caesarea (Lydda and Jaygaituated
between these two towns, 8:40; see map in notesga 32). The early
Christians were known asaints’ or ‘disciples’(13,19,32,38,41). The
word ‘saint’ means ‘sanctified one’. A saint is one who hasmbsst
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apart to God. Every Christian is a saint and iseetqd to be holy and
to lead a life which pleases God (1 Corinthians 1:Peter 1:15-16).

Peter visited the Christians in Lydda where theas & man named
Aeneas who had been paralysed and bedridden fot wégrs. Peter
said to him,Aeneas, Jesus the Christ heals you. Arise and maise
bed’(34). He was instantly healed and many turned ®&ltard
(34-35). Does the Lord Jesus heal today? The arnisvieat he does
heal, but miraculous physical healing is the exoeptather than the
rule. The ability to heal the sick through the powkGod was one of
the signs of an apost(@ Corinthians 12:12).

When the disciples at Joppa heard that the ap@stkr was in Lydda,
they urgently sent for him after the death of ohéeir number. She
was a well-loved sister in Chridyll of good works and charitable
deedq36). Her practical Christianity and compassiontfase in need
enhanced the witness of the church at Joppa (8®)rdising of Dorcas
from the dead also resulted in many believing anltord (42). Peter
thenstayed many days in Joppa with Simon, a ta#e).

We may not see supernatural signs and wondersasualere wrought
in the time of the apostles but we canfb# of good works and
charitable deedsGood works do not save us but they are an
essential evidence of true faith (James 2:14 26) ahof the love of
God in our lives (1 John 3:17 18).Jesus saidlet your light so shine
before men, that they may see your good works laniflygyour Father
in heaven'(Matthew 5:16).

38



Acts chapter 10

he New Testament introduces us to several centsifjiBoman

army officers commanding one hundred soldiers)taeg are all
spoken of favourably. One was commended by the Uesdis for his
great faith (Matthew 8:5-13), another glorified Gashe saw the Lord
Jesus die (Luke 23:47), and the centurion Julieated Paul kindly
(27:3).

Cornelius, a centurion based in Roman army gariis@aesarea, was
a devout, God-fearing man, prayerful and gener@udt(would seem
that he was seeking a greater knowledge of God.LDiné sent an
angel to Cornelius in a vision to tell hifiypur prayers and alms have
come up for a memorial before Gdd). God does take note of our
prayers and kindness. Salvation is not by workshsag giving
generously to the poor and needy, nor by religaesotions, but we
must not despise these things unless they are atetivoy a proud,
hypocritical heart. We should recognise that sorhe do these things
are sincere seekers after God. We must be patiémtivem and show
them the way of salvation from the Scriptures ancberage them to
turn from their sin to ChristCornelius was not yet a Christian but
the Lord heard his prayers and approved of his comassion to the
needy.God told him to send messengers to Peter in Joppawould
tell him what he must do (5-8).

The Lord was already preparing Peter through anmisio take the
message of salvation to Cornelius. He was pragmthe roof-top of
Simon’s house about the sixth hour (noon) when éeame very
hungry.He fell into a trance and saw heaven opened amdadiskinds
of animalsdescending in a great sheet. When a voice comrddride
to kill and eat, he was not willing to do so. Thaoe rebuked him
telling him that what God had cleansed, he mustalbicommon. The
Lord repeated these words twice more before thetsti¢h its animals
was taken from his sight (9-16). The Lord Jesusdmmdmanded that
the gospel should be preached to all nations (P&jer had not come
to terms with preaching the gospel to the Gentaem the Jews
considered to be unclean.

39



As he was wondering what the vision could mearHbly Spirit told
Peter that three men were seeking him and thdtdwdd go with them
for he had sent them (17-20). Peter asked themetison for their
journey and they told him about Cornelius and hgon (21-22).
Peter invited them in and the three men stayeditité. Peter returned
with them to Caesarea (some 25 miles, 40 kilomgteagay,
accompanied by six of the Christians from Joppa ¢p311:12).

Cornelius had gathered together his relatives &gkdriends to hear
Peter but he was still spiritually ignorant andthed to worship the
apostle. Peter told himStand up, | myself am also a mg@4—26).
Peter then told Cornelius and his company aboutsGiehlings with
him. Many early Jewish Christians still held toitheld prejudices
concerning Gentiles (non-Jews) considering thebretwnclean’. God
had told Peter in a vision to eat unclean animald lae got the
message'God has shown me that | should not call any mamroon
or unclean’(28). Before receiving his vision, he would have
considered Romans to be unclean and he would heverentered the
house of Cornelius (28-29). The centurion then Rater of his own
vision and of the angel’s instructions to sendhion (30-32).

Cornelius and his company were eager and expdutanérs of God’s
Word. He acknowledged that they were in the presef&od saying,
‘We are all present before God to hear all the ¢fircommanded you
by God’(33). These words are full of instruction for D& we come
to worship each Lord’s Day remembering thatwe are all present
before Go® Such an attitude will help bring a sense of awd an
adoration into our worship and it will cause ugxpect God to speak
to us through the preaching of his Word.

Jesus, where’er thy people meet,

There they behold thy mercy seat:
Where’'er they seek thee, thou art found,
And every place is hallowed ground.

Here may we prove the power of prayer,

To strengthen faith, and sweeten care;

To teach our faint desires to rise,

And bring all heaven before our eyes. (William Cowper)
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Cornelius was a devout, God-fearing man, but helegeo hear the
gospel and that is why the Lord sent Peter to laod had been
preparing this Gentile to receive the gospel ardi ieen working in
his heart long before the apostle came to him.rPetgan his message
to Cornelius and those with him by telling themtt@ad shows no
partiality. God accepts from every nation those who fear mcveork
righteousness (34 35)Prejudice is a hindrance to the work of the
gospel. We must never despise anyone because theg af a
different race or station in life to ourselvesWe are all sinners and we
all need to be saved. The gospel is for all clas§geople and for all
racesGod shows no partiality.et us seek to reach all kinds of people.
God may already be working in the lives of thoseowsbkem unlikely
to be saved, preparing them to receive the mesdape gospel.

Salvation is not restricted to certain races. Ve38ecould be
misunderstood to teach that salvation can be oddaihrough good
works but that is not so. The Bible plainly teachleast works of
righteousness are not the basis of our acceptarnbeGod (Titus

3:4-5). We are accepted by God only through thekvedrChrist in

redemption (Ephesians 1:6-7).

Peter’s preaching was Christ-centred. He preachsdsJaslLord of
all’ (36) and reminded his hearers of the power andpession of
Christ. It would appear from verse 37 that theyvkradout Jesus and
about the baptism of John. Peter told them thatsJesd been crucified
but had risen from the dead. He had been seen Iy manesses
chosen by God, including Peter himself, who hadreand drank with
him after his resurrection. The risen Lord had c@nded the apostles
to preach to the people (38-41). What was theirsages? That Jesus
had beerordained by God to be Judge of the living and teaddThe
prophets had spoken of him, saying that whoevaewes (trusts) in
him will receive remission of sins (42—43).

As Peter was preachinthie Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard
the word(44). We have already seen that God gives his Bplyit to
all who trust in Christ and repent of their sinr@alius and his friends
received a similar experience to that of the apesit Pentecost when
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the Holy Spirit was poured out upon them (44-48;Xp15). They
spoke with tongues and magnified God and this wasvadence that
they had received the Holy Spirit. Not all Chrissan the early church
spoke in tongues and this experience was not tlyeesidence of the
Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:30). The gift of tomgs has now ceased
(1 Corinthians 13:8) and any attempt to replicdie ¢éxperiences
recorded in the book of Acts fall far short of gemilanguages.
Moreover, the Holy Spirit fell upon all without esption in such
visitations (44).

Why did God send the Holy Spirit in such a spedtxcmanner to the
household of Cornelius? The Jewish Christians wkoewvith Peter
were'of the circumcision’ They were rigid in their ideas and could not
accept that Gentiles would be saved. Tiveye astonished ... because
the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured outlamGentiles als¢45).
They could not forbid baptism to these GentilesH{48). This
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and the vision tiReter had received
earlier, prepared the way for Peter and the chtodiccept Gentiles
into their fellowship.

The Holy Spirit still works when the Word of God ispreached.He
convicts sinners, opening their minds and heartsmt#erstand and to
receive the message of the gospel. He bringsdiféniners so that they
repent of their sin. He also works in the heartbalfevers when they
hear the Word preached, bringing comfort, encoureye and rebuke.
Let us thank God for the ministry of the Holy Spand look to him to
work among us.
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Acts chapter 11

he opening verses of this chapter describe thet ¢gaaion that

came into the church with the admission of the BntThe devil
does not need to attack the church from outsithe i€an tear it apart
from within. On his return to Jerusalem, Peter waadled to give
account and to defend himself agaitigise of the circumcision who
contended with hint2). These people were Jewish Christians who had
difficulties in accepting that Gentiles could bee@d They were angry
that he had kept company with Gentiles and thatdu eaten with
them. He had wisely taken some of the same pemu&siCaesarea
who would be able to confirm that the Holy Spiréichindeed fallen
upon Gentiles (10:45).

Peter told them about his vision and of all thad happened at the
house of Cornelius (4-17). He reminded them that & given them
the Holy Spirit when they had believed on the Ldedus Christ and
that he had done the same for these Gentiles. Hel det withstand
God by turning them away (17). Peter’s critics weitenced when
they heard these things and they glorified GodingayThen God has
also granted to the Gentiles repentance to I{fE8). God is very
gracious in giving us precious gifts. Though he p@nds all men to
repent (Acts 17:30), repentance is a gift whiclstxereignly bestows
(cp. 5:31).We would never have repented of our sin but for the
work of the Holy Spirit in our lives, bringing us to new birth. The
gift of repentance causes us to loathe our sitno from it, to be
committed to Christ and to obey God’s holy Wordefidhcan be no
genuine conversion to Christ without repentance.

Christian, think of all that God has done in yate.IThank him and
praise him for his great grace, and for the preegfts of repentance
and of the Holy Spirit.

The persecution which arose with the martyrdom t&fp&en had
scattered believers as far as Antioch in Syria,es@®0 miles (480
kilometres) to the north of Jerusalem and to Cyft@%. Some of these
Christians were Greek-speaking Jews who had rdstitheir
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preaching to fellow-Jews. When they came to Antibolwvever, they
also preached the Lord Jesughe HellenistdGreek-speaking Jews;
20). We read thathe hand of the Lord was with them, and a great
number believed and turned to the L¢2d). The hand of the Lord's

an expression that speaks of God’s almighty powgt9-30; 13:11;
cp. Exodus 3:20; 1 Peter 5:6). Persecution ledessing!

When the church of Jerusalem heard of this greakwb God in
Antioch, they sent Barnabas to visit this new amilving Christian
church.When he came and had seen the grace of God, hglachsand
encouraged them all that with purpose of heart thleguld continue
with the Lord(23).We may begin well, but the most importangiior
us is that we continue with the Lord and finishiwalhen the hand of
the Lord is with us, it can be seen in our lived amthe life of the
church. There is a zeal for the Lord and a greairee¢o please him
each dayDo others see the grace of God in your life?

Barnabas is described @sgood man, full of the Holy Spirit and of
faith’ (24). His ministry of encouragement is again désct in these
verses. He went to Tarsus to seek Saul, bringimgldaick to Antioch.
They began to teach in Antioch, reaching a greatynpeople with
their messagerlhe disciples were first called Christians in Actio
(26). There was a ‘Christ-likeness’ about them thas apparent even
to unbelievers.

Agabus came with other prophets from Jerusalemveawthed of
coming famine. The grace of God was seen in thparese of the
believers at Antioch who sent Barnabas and Saul giits for the
Christians of Judea. Notice their generosity, egielng according to
his ability (27-30).
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Acts chapter 12

his chapter records two incidents involving an &mjehe Lord.

Herod (Agrippa 1) the king was an evil man. He wagandson
of Herod the Great, who had sought to murder thel Uesus after the
visit of the wise men. Agrippa 1 was also a neploéwntipas, who
killed John the Baptist. He killed James, the beothf John, and seeing
that this pleased the Jews, he also had Peteitedresth a view to
execution once the Passover was finished (2—4).

The church in Jerusalem was under siege and Pe®iirwprison.
Herod may have been told of Peter’s miraculoussdéam prison
some years earlier (Acts 5:17-24). Four squadewf $oldiers were
assigned to guard Peter round the clock. He wagmelato two
soldiers and another two were guarding the prisoars (4 6).
Humanly speaking, Peter was in an impossible sitnand execution
seemed certaiBut constant prayer was offered to God for himHegy t
church(5). The health of any church is measured by aygrmeeting.
If you have no interest in this vital meeting ofiy@hurch, you despise
a precious opportunity to meet with God'’s peopleriay.

An angel of the Lord came to the prison the nigbatdvre Herod
intended to deal with Peter. The angel roused ltepmg apostle and
he was miraculously released from his chains amwh forison (6—11).
Peter went to the house of Mary, mother of JohnkiMahere a prayer
meeting was in progress. The praying Christiangdcoot at first bring
themselves to believe that their prayers had beewanderfully
answered (12-17Po you come to God in prayer expecting him to
answer you or are you astonished when he does?

Why did the Lord bring about a miraculous releasdeter but not for
James? We do not know. We must always bow to Geavereign
purposes. He knows what is best for us and fochisch. If we die
unexpectedly, we know that for the Christian, toatsent from the
body is to be present with the Lord (2 Corinthi&r®). James went on
ahead of Peter to be with his precious Saviour.
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The people of Tyre and Sidon, who depended on Hierosupplies of
grain, had fallen foul of his anger. They sueddeace and Herod set
a day for their delegation to appear before hine Kimg, resplendent
in his royal robes delivered a speech and the peepkking to gain his
favour, kept shoutingThe voice of a god and not of a maf20-22).
Herod did nothing to prevent this blasphemous ditumaAn angel of
the Lord struck him, because he did not give glor§god. And he was
eaten by worms and dig@3). The Jewish historian, Josephus,
confirms that Herod was struck with an excrucidiingainful disease
from which he died in August AD 44. This was fouomths after he
had killed James. No one who opposes God and brslechvill escape
judgment.But the word of God grew and multipli€2i).

Angels are a terror to the wicked (cp. 2 Kings 5913ut their ministry

is a great comfort to the child of God (11; cp.Isa34:7; 91:11). God
created angels before he created Adam. They aretspngs, invisible

to the human eye except when God chooses to akote see them.
They have immense strength (Psalm 103:20). Theynamestering
spirits sent forth to minister for those who willhierit salvation
(Hebrews 1:14)The angel of the@RD encamps all around those who
fear him, and delivers the(®salm 34:7). Peter found this to be true in
his own experience when he was rescued from p(Eb»—10).The
angel of the bRD fed and encouraged the prophet Elijah when he fled
from wicked Jezebel (1 Kings 19:1-8).

The Bible does not teach that each person hagyke sinardian angel
but we do know that each child of God is watcheerdoy many, many
angelsHe shall give his angels charge over you, to keepity all your
ways(Psalm 91:11). Angels are present with the betiexreen he dies.
The angels carried Lazarus to Abraham’s bosom (ll6k22) and they
will gather up God’s people to meet the Lord Jeasukis second
coming (Matthew 24:30-31 hristian, rejoice in your priceless
privileges and be encouraged. The Lord will neverdrsake you
(Hebrews 13:5) and his angels watch over you.
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Acts chapter 13

he church at Antioch was established by Christigng had been

driven from Jerusalem by persecution (11:19-2&)eitame the
base for the missionary activity of the early cluithe characteristics
of a healthy fellowship were found among them. Theaders were
blessed in their evangelistic work (11:20-24) ardyent in their
teaching (11:26). The people were also generoubkeir giving
(11:27-30). Barnabas and Saul were among the piophd teachers
at Antioch.

The word‘'ministered’ (2) is not the more usual New Testament word
meaning ‘to serve’; it is translated from the Greekb from which our
English word ‘liturgical’ is derived and it is alsmanslatedworship’

in the English Standard Version. We must alwayseratver that our
worship and service is first and foremost for Gad aot for our own
enjoyment. | do not advocate dullness in worshimbany believe that
worship is dead if it does not entertain them. Hoistaken they are!

The prophets and teachers at Antioch gave themsdtv&od in
worship and fasting. As they worshipped and fastieel,Holy Spirit
directed them to set aside as missionaries twdeirtnumber,
Barnabas and Saul. Fasting is a neglected diseiplithe church today
and we are the poorer for it! The church at Antiecs led by godly
men who fasted and prayed (3; cp. 14:23). Theyes#lsnsought the
Lord and they were brought into line with the mofdhe Holy Spirit.
— They sent them away. So, being sent out by theSatit ... (3—4).

There are some important principles for missionarywork in these

verses.Though Barnabas and Saul were called to theirionssy

work by God, it was their local church that recaga that call! They
were also active in the leadership of the Antioblarch. Unproven
novices or those who are not already involved mvieg the Lord in

their local church should not be sent out as misaices. If we
disregard these biblical principles, we are askamngrouble!
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Barnabas and Saul took John Mark, a cousin of BasiéColossians
4:10) as their assistant and began their missionamnk in Cyprus
(4-5). They landed at Salamis in eastern Cypruspaedched in the
Jewish synagogues. They then travelled througistaed to Paphos.

The only conversion recorded in Cyprus was th&efius Paulus the
Roman proconsul, whealled for Barnabas and Saul and sought to
hear the word of Go@7). Elymas, a Jewish false prophet and sorcerer,
sought to turn the proconsul away from the faitthéhe men are
seeking to know God and his Word, Satan will seetitn them away
from the faith, using false teachers (8). Elymasw#&uck with
blindness at the command of Saul (from now on ddRaul’) and the
proconsulbelieved, being astonished at the teaching of tbl L
(9-12). The miracle had convinced him of a supepwer to that
possessed by Elymas but notice that he was alsaeahi®y what he
heard.Does this same teaching fill you with a sense of azement,
worship and grateful thanksgiving to God?

The work in Cyprus was not spectacular apart frois ¢ne incident,
but we see the pattern for the ongoing missionamkwf Paul. There
was opposition and hostility to the preaching & gospel. We must
never forget that w

are engaged i

spiritual warfare (4 RS ®
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them and returned to Jerusalem (13). We are nenhdive reason for
John Mark’s decision but it is obvious from latereats that Paul
considered him to be very wrong in what he had dde38-39).

Mark was eventually reconciled to Paul, servinghsiim as a

missionary (Colossians 4:10; 2 Timothy 4:11); Rhib& 24).

Paul and his companions travelled north from PeogaAntioch in
Pisidia (14; not to be confused with Antioch ini&yrThey went to the
synagogue on the Sabbath day where the rulergthi?aul to preach.
He challenged those who feared God to listen totwubahad to say
(15-16). If we fear God, we will listen to God’s Wicand obey it,

The sermons to the Jews recorded in the Book of &t rooted in the
Old Testament (eg. 2:16-36; 3:13-26; 7:1-53). Notiow Paul
declared the sovereignty of God:

» In his choice of Israel to be his people (17).

* In his deliverance of the Israelites from Egypt)(1

* In his destruction of the Canaanite nations asttidution of their
land to the people of Israel (19).

* In giving them judges and then King Saul (20-21).

* Inremoving Saul and raising up David as king (22)

* In fulfilling his promise to raise up a Saviotifrom this man’s
seed, according to the promise, God raised upd$madl a Saviour —
Jesus.The promise of the Messiah from the family of Dawds
fulfilled in the Lord Jesus (23; cp. verse 32).

We need to know the Old Testament if we are to undstand the
New (cp. Luke 24:27,32,44 46)."We must see that the relationship of
the Old to the New is not that of law to grace ~fere is grace in the
Old as well as in the New, and law in the New a#i agin the Old —
but rather that of promise to fulfilment.” (Revndas Philip).

Paul told his hearers that John the Baptist hadgpesl the way for the
coming of the Lord Jesus but that the rulers inslEem had rejected
him. His death and resurrection had been foretplthé prophets. God
had raised him from the dead and he was seen by miamesses on
many occasions (27-31). The apostle continued tte®I!d
Testament prophecies relating to Jesus (33-35)yisgahat Psalm
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16, verse 10 could not refer to David whose bodagled in the grave,
but David speaks Jesus whom God raised up. Paulaneto explain
that through the death of Jesus there is forgiverdssins and
justification:‘By him everyone who believes is justifié8i6—39).

Our sin renders us guilty in the sight of God whaighteous and must
punish us for our sins. How can he freely pardoang remain just?
The doctrine of justification shows how God hasld&ath this
problem (Romans 3:24-26). We cannot be justifiedhsy/law of
Moses (39) or through our own works. Paul, writlager to the
Galatian churches (which included the church aidefit in Pisidia),
emphasised this truth (Galatians 2:16).

What is justification? — ‘Justification is an act of God’s free grace,
wherein he pardoneth all our sins, and acceptetts ugyhteous in his
sight, only for the righteousness of Christ imputeds, and received
by faith alone.” (VESTMINSTER SHORTER CATECHISM ‘To justify’ is

a legal term which means ‘to declare righteous’ §€hu is imputed to
Christ (put to his account) and his righteousnssmputed to us (put
to our account) — see Romans 4:3-5,22-25; 2 Caoaimglb:19-21.

The more we understand this great doctrine, the mar we will
appreciate the wonder and greatness of our salvatg and the
more we will love and magnify the Lord JesusJustification by faith

is the jubilee trumpet of the gospel because itlpims the gospel to
the poor and destitute whose only door of hope it themselves in
total helplessness upon the grace and power ahteagsness of the
Redeemer of the lost(Professor John MurrayCOLLECTED
WRITINGS’, VOLUME 2, page 217. Published by Banner of Truth Trust).

Paul's sermon made a great impact on many Jewgeogklytes
(Gentiles who had embraced the Jewish faith). Tiodpwed the
apostles from the synagogue wbersuaded them to continue in the
grace of God42-43). What does this mean? These people had bee
taught that to be accepted by God,they must ads$teietly to the
requirements of Judaism such as circumcision, ebsgwrarious holy
days and ceremonial rites (cp. Colossians 2:16Fh&se things could
not bring peace with God, however. The grace of Gaxdares that we
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are not saved through our own works but through.thvd Jesus Christ
who died on the cross to save sinners. Paul andaBas impressed
these great truths upon their hearers. They mustrragain depend on
religious rites for their salvation.

The following Sabbattglmost the whole city came together to hear the
word of God44). Many Gentiles were saved in Antioch andgbspel
spread throughout the surrounding area (48—49haVe already seen
that Satan is not slow to stir up opposition to pmeaching of the
gospel, and that it often comes from religious peophe greatest
enemies of Paul's ministry were generally religidesvs (45-47).
They stirred up the civic leaders of Antioch togBaute the apostles
who were then expelled from the region. Paul anch&8aasshook off
the dust from their feet against th€B0-51; cp. Luke 9:5). If we are
faithful to God’s Word, and proclaim the gospel®dd’s free and
sovereign grace to sinners, we must not be sumgbtiseencounter
opposition from religious people who reject muchha Bible.

What is our confidence in evangelism? — That all dbod’s elect will
surely believe.In Antioch,as many as had been appointed to eternal
life believed48). All those whom God has chosen before he ntazle
world will surely be saved! (Ephesians 1:4; 2 Tldssians 2:13; 1
Peter 1:2). We do not depend upon ourselves but thp® sovereign
work of the Holy Spirit as the Word of God is pread. When God is
pleased to give blessing, \aee filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit
even in the face of persecution (52).
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Acts chapter 14

ul and Barnabas went on to Iconium which was akeuénty
miles (112 kilometres) south-east of Antioch. Tlatgrn and the
effects of their ministry were similar to that im#och — preaching in
the synagogue, many conversions among Gentileseisas Jews,
opposition from unbelieving Jews wistirred up the Gentiles and
poisoned their minds against the breth(@r2).

Notice the comment in verse 1 concerning the piiegobf Paul and
Barnabas in the synagogtieey ... so spoke that a great multitude both
of the Jews and of the Greeks belieatice that little wordso’ (the
English Standard Version translates this verse; th@oke in such a
way’). There was persuasion in their preaching as¢haifenged their
hearers to think about their message (cp. 26:27-B#)lical
Christianity is not a mindless exercise. It is passon based on facts.
Preachers must be persuaders!

How did the apostles react to opposition and sla(@)¢ They did not
give up, or ‘get up and goTherefore they stayed there a long time,
speaking boldly in the Lor(B). God blessed their preachingtbé
word of his graceconfirming it with signs and wonders. Hatred and
persecution did not deter the apostlegbey stayed there a long time.
Paul and Barnabas only left Iconium when a violteémpt was made
by their enemies to stone them. They moved on stutlystra and
Derbe where they continued to preach the gospé&l)(5—

We must not sink into despair when we encounter diiculties,
opposition, discouragement or setbacks in our workor the Lord,
but stay on unless God clearly directs us away frorthat sphere of
service.Let us not grow weary while doing good, for in deason we
shall reap if we do not lose hegi®Galatians 6:9). We must expect
disappointments as well as blessingsthose who sow in tears shall
reap in joy(Psalm 126:5). Let us persevere; faithful serwic&od’s
work is never in vain!
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Some preachers rarely look at their congregatidghesdeclare God'’s
Word. They look at the wall, up to the ceiling @awh at their Bible as
they preach. If you are a preacher or Sunday Sdkaoher, you must
look at those to whom you speak. At Lystra Paulagat among his
listeners a man who was crippled from his birth.ddeerved this man
intently (looking intently at him= ESV) and sawhat he had faith to
be healed8-9). True faith comes through hearing the Wdr&od
(Romans 10:17) and so it was with the crippled rf@n He was
wonderfully healed but the people of Lystra resmzhtb the miracle
in the wrong way. They hailed Paul and Barnabasvaf the Greek
gods come down to them the likeness of megiil-13). Miracles do
not necessarily bring people to faith in Christ.

Greek legend has it that the gods, Zeus and Hefwaéled Jupiter and
Mercury by the Romans) had once visited the regibhystra. A
temple for the worship of Zeus had been erecteleagntrance of the
city. There was great excitement when the prieZenis came to meet
Paul and Barnabas with garlands, and oxen to gactid them. The
people thought that they were having another frisih the gods. They
little realised that this was a far more importament. They were
hearing the messengers of the true and living Gbd.apostles were
very distressed at the blasphemous adulation afrthed. They ran in
among the people telling them that they were ordy tike themselves
and urged them tturn from these vain things to the living Gatio
created the universe (19Halse religion, materialism and sinful
pleasure-seeking are all vain and useless. When vepent, we must
renounce such things and turn from them to GodThis is no loss
when we gain Christ as our Saviour, Lord, Proteatat Friend.

Jews from Antioch and Iconium stirred up the croaghinst Paul.
Those who wanted to worship him earlier now stdmed His injuries
were so serious that they thought him to be deatidwas able to get
up and go into Lystra. The next day he travelleD¢obe (19-20).

Paul always showed much love and prayerful intefiesthose who
had been saved through his ministry. He hddep concern for all the
churches’(2 Corinthians 11:28), having a self-sacrificioge for them
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(1 Thessalonians 2:7-12). After considerable sicae®Perbe, Paul
and Barnabas returned to those cities where thdyshHiered much
persecution (21). They wanted to strengthen theipliss and to
encourage them to persevere in the face of suffeaamd trial. They
exhorted them to continue in the faith, sayiftge must through many
tribulations enter the kingdom of Go(22). The wordtribulation’ in
the Greek carries the idea of ‘pressuliéie path to glory is far from
smooth! There are pressures from within such as remainimgasd
from without, such as satanic opposition and pets&t. Tribulation

is never comfortable, but it is necessaryTribulation produces
perseverance; and perseverance, chara¢Bmans 5:3—4). We are
strengthened by the testing of our faith.

Believe not those who say
The upward path is smooth,
Lest thou shouldst stumble in the way

And faint before the truth. (Anne Bronté&)

Elders are essential for the well-being of the llataurch (to rule, to
teach, and to care for the members). Before ratgrto Antioch in
Syria, the apostles appointed elders in the newattas (23; see
1 Timothy 3:1-7 for the qualifications of eldeBaul was not satisfied
with evangelism alone. When churches were plahie&new that they
needed to have elders.

Paul and Barnabas arrived back in Syrian Antiochreported to their
‘home’ churchall that God had done with them, and that he had
opened the door of faith to the Genti{2%). They did not take personal
credit for their success but gave glory to Goavds what hdad done
with themthat mattered. We must always depend on the Lolr
work for him, and magnify him when he is pleaseblass our labours.
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Acts chapter 15

We have already seen that Satan attacks the chuoohthe

outside with persecution (eg. 8:1-3) and from withy seeking

to destroy the unity of the church (eg. 6:1). Theildwill do all that he

can to rob us of blessing. There is another ingtdrare of an attack
from within the church. Paul and Barnabas returioethe church at
Antioch in Syria to reporall that God had done with the(h4:27) but

trouble was not far away. Men came from Judeatingishat Gentile

Christians submit to the rite of circumcision irder to be saved (1).
Paul and Barnabas debated with them and theydetkgation sent by
the church, to consult with the apostles and eldederusalem (2).
Passing through Phoenicia and Samaria, they visibeniches to
describe the conversion of the Gentiles; this binbggeat joy (3).

News of Gentile conversions should have brougldicéjg to the
Jerusalem church but some who had belonged tohtesees insisted
that Gentile converts be circumcised (4-7). Petantpd out to them
that God had made no distinction between Jewish@Gedtile
Christians, giving both the Holy Spirit in the samay (8—9). He went
on to say,We believe that through the grace of the LordudeGhrist
we shall be saved in the same manner as {i4y. Paul referred to his
visit to Jerusalem in his letter to the Galatia@alatians 2:1-10). He
describes those who insisted on circumcision asgoeecessary for
salvation asfalse brethren’'who wanted to bring the new Christians
into bondage and he stood very firmly against tii@alatians 2:3-5).
He saw this teaching as a serious threah¢ogospel of the grace of
God(20:24). The assembly then heard Paul’'s accounvwfGod had
worked through them among the Gentiles (12).

We are saved through grace alone and not by works eeligious
ritual (Ephesians 2:8 9). This was the great issue at the Reformation
when many Reformers laid down their lives rathentikompromise
this vital truth. The Roman Catholic church insistsworks such as
penance, and suffering in purgatory for salvatigt.us be determined
to resist any compromise with such false teaching.
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James (the half-brother of the Lord Jesus) waaagelein the Jerusalem
church and he followed Peter in speaking to thasembled. He
showed that the conversion of the Gentiles wadfdnfent of Old
Testament prophecy (13-17; cp. Amos 9:11-12). Haedhthat these
Gentile converts should not be troubled, except thay should
abstain from sinful practices associated with tifi@imer way of life
(19-20). They had enough battles without unnecgdsadens being
placed upon them by zealots with questionable views

The apostles prepared a letter outlining these qpies and
repudiating the false teaching concerning circuionisand keeping
the law of Moses. They sent it with Paul and Baasao be read in the
church at Antioch and other churches in Syria aili€. (23-29).
Judas and Silas, two of the leaders in the Jemsateirch returned to
Antioch with Paul and his company to give addedprpto the
contents of the letter (22,27).

Some who went out from us have troubled you witldsyainsettling
your souls ..(24).If you are a new Christian, do not be surprised
when you meet with professing believers who will tuble you with
their words and who will unsettle your soul.These people may twist
the meaning of Scripture and want you to followirtlpeculiar ideas.
They are doing the work of Satan to unsettle yawd.slf you have
been troubled by such people, talk to your pastotoca mature
Christian whom you love and respect. They will lped to help you.

The Christians in the church at Antioch were enagad when they
heard the letter read. They were also blessedthétiministry of Judas
and Silas (31-32). Another problem arose soon. &texn godly men
have their differences or personality problems wi8atan will seek to
exploit. Paul and Barnabas were all set for theaosid missionary
journey, but they parted from one another aftdraas dispute over the
suitability of John Mark for missionary work. Hechdeserted them on
their first missionary journey (13:5,13). Barnaless John Mark’s
cousin (Colossians 4:10) and he wanted to takewitinthem again.
Paul disagreed, not wanting to take with them sameewho had
already let them dowThen the contention became so sharp that they
parted from one anothgB9). It is very sad when godly men cannot
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work with each other because of disagreements osqrality
problems.Satan loves to divide us. Let us learn to recognides
craftiness so that we will be on our guard.

The church at Antioch supported Paul, commending dmd Silago
the grace of Godbr the next phase of their missionary work. Béas
went to Cyprus taking John Mark (39—-40). All didnk out well for
Mark in the end. Years later, Paul wrote of hintbwnuch warmth and
affection (Colossians 4:10; 2 Timothy 4:11). Hepalgote the Gospel
that bears his name. God’s grace is such that meneke failures to
become useful to himself.

Places visited by Paul on his Second Missionary
Journey (Acts 15:41 to 18:22)
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Acts chapter 16

ul began his second missionary journey traveltiogh through
Syria and then through Cilicgtrengthening the churché$5:41).
He had with him the letter from the apostles arttid at Jerusalem
giving instructions for the Gentile Christians (#Paul and Silas
travelled west to Galatia and when they arrivedlyistra, Paul chose
Timothy to join his missionary team. Timothy’s fathwas a Gentile
and though his mother was Jewish, he had not heaimtised. We
have seen that circumcision is not required fovegan, but Paul had
Timothy circumcised to avoid problems with the Jemshat region
(1-3). Timothy appeared to be a reserved and tiyoigng man
(1 Corinthians 16:10; 2 Timothy 1:7), but he wadl wpoken of by the
Christians in Lystra and Iconium (2). He was todime one of Paul's
closest and most trusted friends (cp. Philippiaid®-223; 2 Timothy
1:2).

They travelled north and then west but were forbrdtdy the Holy
Spirit to preach the gospel in Asia and Bithyniaey¥ were joined by
Luke at Troas (notice hotthey’ in verse 8 becomeéwe’ in verse 10).
It would appear that Luke remained at Philippi (1#:they’) and

rejoined Paul when he passed through Philippi sritiird missionary
journey (20:5-6).

While at the port of Troas, Paul had a vision ohan pleading with
him, ‘Come over to Macedonia and help U8-9). The people of
Macedonia enjoyed the rich heritage of Greek celtlout all the
learning and wisdom of the Greek philosophers mdmswer to the
desperate plight of mankind. One of these philosopbnce said, ‘The
best thing of all is not to be born, and the nestlthing is to die.” What
wretched despair! Man without God is without hoBel{esians 2:12).
Has man’s advance in science and technology chathgegs? Not at
all' Men and women are still sinners. They are lost anthey need

to be saved. We may not be privileged to have visis like Paul, but

we have the same good newAre you taking the gospel to sinners
around you? Are you willing to say, ‘Lord, send e’
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Paul and his companions sailed from Troas to NeapoMacedonia,
before going to Philippi. This city enjoyed thetatof being a Roman
colony (12), its citizens having the same rightd pnvileges as those
on the Italian mainland. Paul and his companionstwet of the city
on the Sabbath where they found a group of womemwéyed by the
riverside, probably because there was no synagdthey spoke to
these women, one of whom was Lydia, who was natragean. She
was from Thyatira (in the province of Asia), a tofamous for its
purple dye and manufacture of woollen garments. iBiported the
purple dye and woollen garments to sell in theaegif Philippi.The
Lord opened her heart to heed the things spokepaoy(14).

We must never despise the preaching and teachiGpadt Word but
pray that the Lord will open the hearts of thos@wbkarSinners are
only saved when God opens their hearts! This shoulehcourage us
in our evangelistic work as we remember that the Ll is sovereign
in bringing people to faith in Christ. When God opened Lydia’s
heart, she was saved and was then baptised. Yomatite that all
those who came to faith in Christ in the book ofsAwere baptised. If
you have not been baptised, you disobey the comrobudhrist (cp.
Matthew 28:19). God opened Lydia’s heart and steneg@ her home
to give hospitality to Paul and his fellow-missioea (15, 40).

God was working in Philippi but so was Satan. Rawa those with him
were pestered by a demon-possessed slave girl doy ™ays. She
brought her masters much profit by fortune-tell{aig—18). These men
had no compassion for this poor girl who was ndy dmeir slave but
also Satan’s. They were angry when she was reldes@adthe power
of the demon through the ministry of Paul becatlnsrttrade was
ruined. They seized Paul and Silas and dragged thf¢éro the
magistrates, accusing them of being troublemakKérs.apostles were
severely beaten and committed to prison where teeirwere fastened
in stocks (19-24). This may have appeared to beat getback but the
Lord overruled it for the advance of the gospel.

Paul and Silas did not reproach God for their sirfép Bleeding backs
and feet bound in stocks could not keep them froasmg God. At
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midnight theywere praying and singing hymns to God, and the
prisoners were listening to the(d5). Suddenly there was a great
earthquake which shook the prison so violently thatdoors were
thrown open and the prisoners’ chains were loo2&). The jailer
knew that if any prisoners escaped in the commptiernwould forfeit
his own life (cp. 12:19). Fearing the worst, heiplaed and was about
to kill himself when Paul called out and reassurid that no one had
escaped (25-28). The terrified man ask8ds, what must | do to be
saved?{(30). This is the most important question a person can ask

To be saved, we must believe in the Lord JesusO®1). This means
more than believing certain facts about him, though essential that
we believe that he is the Son of God who died ¥ $8 from our sins
and that he rose bodily from the dead (1 Corinthid®:1-4; 1 John
4:2). Belief in Jesus means that we trust in hirthwaill our heart to
save us through the merits of his death on thescrlignvolves

repenting of our sin, embracing Jesus as our Loddggadly obeying
his Word (cp. 20:21; John 10:26-27; 1 John 2:3-5).

The jailer and his family listened as Paul andsSdpoke the word of
the Lord to them. They believed in the Lord Jeshsis and were
baptised. The grateful man bathed the wounds dfdfalSilas and fed
them. The momentous events of that night had resluih his

conversion and that of his household. He had g@age to rejoice
(32-34).

Paul and Silas both possessed Roman citizenshighvemtitled them
to a fair trial (see comments on verse 12). Thdigpian magistrates
were afraid when they discovered that they had etetihem their
rights. They released them and pleaded with theteawe their city
(35—39). Paul and Silas went to Lydia’s home tooemage the new
believers before departing (40). The church atipilbecame very
dear to Paul (Philippians 1:3-8; 2:12; 4:1, 15-Ng) suffering for the
gospel is easy to endure but when we are perseawechust not lose
heart. God uses our suffering for his own glory tordhe furtherance
of the gospel.
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Acts chapter 17

Travelling Jewish teachers were often invited toadpat local
synagogues and Paul used this custom to bringdbpefto the
Jews. He travelled with Silas and Timothy from Ryl to
Thessalonica where he went into the synageagukfor three Sabbaths
reasoned with them from the Scripturgy. He explained and
demonstrated that the suffering, death and redioreaf the promised
Messiah was prophesied in the Old Testament aadThis Jesus
whom | proclaim to you is the ChrigB). Some of the Jews and many
Greeks, including some of the leading women of ¢hig, were
persuaded by Paul’s reasoning from the Scriptures.

The unbelieving Jews stirred up some of the lotamfthe market
place and led a mob to attack the house of Jasementhe apostles
were lodging. They did not succeed in finding Paut, they dragged
Jason and some of his fellow-Christians beforertihers of the city
accusing them of turning the world upside down ahgroclaiming
another king, Jesus (6-7). Today much of the psarigschurch has
compromised with the world and has little zealkarg Jesus. Is it any
wonder that we make little impact upon the godiesdd around us?

The Thessalonians received the Word in much ai@licbut they
became examples to other believers throughout Macedand
Greece. They sounded forth the Word of the Lordyvking that it
works effectively in those who believe (1 Thessalon 1:6-8; 2:13).

Paul and Silas left Thessalonica by night and weBerea, where they
and they went to the synagogue. These Jews werapen to receive
the teaching of the Scriptures concerning Jédusy received the word
with all readiness, and searched the Scripture$yddio—11).Do you
love God’s Word enough to take time to read it andearn from it
or do you skip through your reading as quickly as pssible?There
were again many conversions to Christ in Bereauhbtlieving Jews
came from Thessalonica to stir up further trouBkeul was obliged to
depart immediately, leaving behind Silas and Tipd?—15).
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Paul travelled south to Athens where he waitedSitas and Timothy
to join him (14-15). The city was renowned for ms&gnificent
buildings, culture, philosophy and its learningf buvas steeped in
spiritual ignorance. Less than one hundred yeaes &aul was in
Athens, a traveller named Pausanius wrote six vekiof detailed
description of the land of Greece, with Athensnagkip far more pages
than any other city or region of Greece. Pausanasscaptivated with
the architecture and artistic splendour of the Gregpital. He was
impressed by its temples, shrines and statued theabods. In fact
Athens had more idols than the rest of Greecequéther. They even
had an altar inscribedlo the unknown Godb cover any other god of
whom they were ignorant (23).

Athens made quite a different impression on Paaih tih did on the
majority of its visitors Now while Paul waited for therfSilas and
Timothy) at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him wihensaw
that the city was given over to idgls5). Our English word ‘paroxysm’
is derived from the Greek word translatpbvoked’.A ‘paroxysm’ is
a fit of deep passion or of acute pain. The aposte set on edge,
stirred up by the spiritual darkness of the cithad/did he do? He went
into the synagogue and reasoned with the Jewslddeneent into the
market-place every day to reason with the people wére so steeped
in idolatry and superstition (17).

How do you react when you visit our cities and theevast crowds of
people? Do you feel moved with compassion for thechyearn to see
them saved? Are ygorovoked withinyourself when you see so many
given over to materialism and superstition, whoehagen so deceived
by Satan, that they have no idea that they ar&@high road to hell?
How about those with whom you work or see everydase you
driven to your knees to pray for them? Do you speako anyone to
share the glorious good news of the gospel of Chifts

Some of Athens' philosophers heard Paul preachimdghe
market-place and were quite scornful of him andhesching of Jesus
and the resurrection. They were curious about ddaahings and were
open to heasome new thing21). They invited Paul to address the
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Areopagus, the council named after the place wtierge legislating
on religion and morals met. These people pridechgdves in their
learning and wisdom. They met under the shadowhefdreat
Parthenon which was the temple to the goddess sdom, Athene,
after whom the city was named.

Paul had seen their altdo the unknown god23) and he proclaimed
some essential truths that the Athenians neediedow about the God
they did not know. He told them that:

* God made the world and everything in it (24).

* He s the Lord over all the universe (24).

* Temples cannot contain God, for he is everywh24e2(/).

* He sustains his creation (25).

* He is absolutely sovereign in all his purposes.(26

» Idolatry is a denial of God (29).

* Godcommands all men everywhere to rep@a).

* He will judge the world through the Lord Jesus whbe raised

from the dead (31).

Some mocked Paul, some promised to hear him againgthers
believed, including Dionysius, one of the philosep$ of the
Areopagus, and a woman named Damaris (Bd¢. true and living
God is unknown to millions in our nation. Some are sophisticated,
cultured and articulate (like the philosophers tfighs), others boast
no great education and many are poor and unempldy®y have one
thing in common — they are lost, without God anthaiit hope. We
may be mocked when we witness to those aroundutithére will also
be encouragements. Let us persevere in prayenédost and look for
every opportunity to make the gospel known to théve.have the
message that they need.
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Acts chapter 18

F)aul left Athens, the cultural capital of Greecer, @orinth, the
commercial capital (1). Corinth was 40 miles (6ékietres) to the
west of Athens and was located on a narrow stripra which linked
the province of Achaia with the rest of Greece. €itye had become a
very important trading centre and at the time ofilRavisit had a
population of half a million people. Athens waslfaf idols but
Corinth was full of immorality, and was notorioudsdughout the
ancient world for its debauched and sleazy wayf®f |

Roman emperor, Claudius, had driven the Jews freamdshortly
before Paul arrived in Corinth in AD 51/52. Aquiéad his wife
Priscilla had been among those expelled but thd Lsed this adverse
circumstance to bring them into contact with Pa@arinth (2—3). The
couple were to become very close and special fsi@fdaul (Romans
16:3-5). Paul reasoned in the synagogue every 8ahbd after the
arrival of Silas and Timothy from Macedonia, hetifesi to the Jews
that Jesus is the Christ. This led to strong opjosbut Crispus, the
ruler of the synagogue, and many other Corinthiegre saved (6-8).

The Lord spoke to Paul in a vision at night, sayibg not be afraid,
but speak, and do not keep silent; for | am with yol have many
people in this city(9-10). There were people, as yet not saved, rdarke
out for salvation. God had choice vessels to plisokn Corinth’s
cesspool of wickedness (cp. 1 Corinthians 6:9-Ard such were
some of yoy:. Paul was encouraged and he remained in Corarth f
eighteen months, teaching the Word of God (11).

The truth that God chose sinners to salvation lediermade the world
(Ephesians 12:3-7) has encouraged many preachees Baul's day,
among them great Christians such as John CalvimidCBrainerd,
George Whitefield, William Carey and C.H. Spurgebve do not
know who the elect are among those with whom wet miag by day.
Let us persevere in our evangelism, trusting that & has‘many
people’where we live, who are presently indifferent to tke gospel.
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Paul remained in Corinth for a year and six momthd encountered
further opposition. Jewish opposition to the preagtof the gospel
had previously taken the form of stirring up moblence or seeking
to have the apostles punished by the civil madestrBhe Corinthian
Jews went a step further. They went to the highmrrtof the
provincial magistrate, accusing Paul of propagatngligion not
allowed by Roman law. Gallio, the proconsul, codeld that Paul’s
message was a form of Judaism (which was protésté&tbman law).
He told Paul’'s accusers that he had no interesttegrvening in a
Jewish religious dispute, and he drove them oth@tourt. Following
Gallio’s snub to the Jews, the Gentile crowd assdubosthenes, the
ruler of the synagogudaut Gallio took no notice of these things
(12-17). God had told Paul in his vision that heswasovereign
control of his life to protect him (10). This isesein the Gallio incident.

Paul left Corinth and set sail for Syria. Cenchiepust a few miles
from Corinth and while there, he took a vow and hexdhead shaved
(18; cp. 21:23-24). Priscilla and Aquila were wiltle apostle on his
journey and he left them at Ephesus. While theeail Risited the
synagogue and reasoned with the Jews who asketblstay longer,
but he did not consent. He was determined to Bemisalem for the
feast(probably the Passover). He promised to returthémn, God
willing (19—-21).We must always have a submissive attitude to the
will of God. We ought to say]f the Lord wills, we shall live and do
this or that'when making our plans (James 4:14-15; cp. 1 Caainsh
4:19; 16:7).

After Paul landed at Caesarea, he went up to gheethurch (at

Jerusalem) before going to his home church in Ahtiéle spent some
time there before beginning his third missionatyjeey. He visited the
churches in Galatia and Phrygia to strengthen tbaples (22—-23).

Paul was not only a great missionary and evangeélistalso had the
heart of a concerned pastor (cp. 2 Corinthiansg8)1:2
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Paul’s Third Missionary Journey (Acts 18:23to 21:1  7)
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1. Paul leaves Antioch for his third missionary joey, travelling to
Galatia and Phrygia where he strengthens all thaples (18:23).

2. He travels on to Ephesus, where he spends theaesyin

evangelism and teaching (19:1-41 (cp. 20:31).

3. Paul sends Timothy and Erastus into Macedoniss(2A8:22).

4. Following the riot in Ephesus, Paul leaves ta@dlacedonia
(20:1-3).

5. After staying three months in Greece, Paul tafreim Philippi to

Troas (20:4-5)

6. Paul and his companions spend seven days in Thedsre

leaving for Miletus (20:5-16).

7. After meeting the Ephesian church elders in MgePaul sails for
Tyre (20:17 to 21:3).

8. The apostle and his companions spend seven Wdyse before
boarding their ship for the last leg of their joeynThey travel on to
Ptolemais and Caesarea, and then to Jerusalem-(%):4
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Aquila and his wife Priscilla were used by God tonp Apollos to a

clearer understanding of Christ and we can learahnftom the way
they dealt with this man. Apollos was an eloquerat frvent preacher,
well-versed in the Old Testament Scriptures. Helleeh instructed in
the way of the Lord (the teaching of the Lord Jessi&known by the
twelve disciples before the death and resurreatfddhrist). He spoke
and taught accurately the things he knew, thouglig knew

repentance and baptism as taught by John the B&Mis25). He did
not know that the Holy Spirit had been poured aubelievers nor of
Christian baptism (cp. 19:1-7).

Aquila and Priscilla heard him preaching in the agogue and
recognised that his message lacked the gospelraft@h taught by the
apostles. They did not rudely accost him to put hight. They took
him aside and explained to him the way of God racwirately(26).
Apollos was convinced and later went to Corinth rehee was used of
God. Therehe greatly helped those who had believed througlceyr
for he vigorously refuted the Jews publicly, shogvinrom the
Scriptures that Jesus is the Chr{4-28).

Apollos was probably helped as much by the kindrmégsquila and

Priscilla as by their better understanding of Sarig. We must not

write off those who are untaught or ignorant, but ek to help them

by being Christlike in our attitude towards them. Thomas Scott
(1747-1821) was the curate in John Newton’s neighbg parish. He
was opposed to Newton’s evangelical faith but waseially won to
Christ through Newton’s godliness and patience.tSe@s soon
preaching in Newton’s pulpit in Olney and he wasdisy God to write
a commentary on the whole Bible. He tells his stomyan

autobiography, THE FORCE OF TRUTHwhich is still available
(published by Banner of Truth Trust). The great t&dpmissionary,
William Carey wrote of him, ‘If there be anythindg the Word of God
in my soul, | owe much of it to his preaching.’
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Acts chapter 19

F)aul travelled from Galatia and Phrygia and camiegbesus where
he was to remain for three years (20:31). He metvisvdisciples
of John the Baptist in Ephesus. John had taughpeople about the
Holy Spirit (cp. Matthew 3:11) but these men weegwe in their
understanding about him. Paul told them about tivd Uesus of whom
John had spoken, and they were baptized in his nesueiving the
Holy Spirit. Paul laid hands on them so that thegeived supernatural
spiritual sign gifts (1-7). These signs were thelewce of apostolic
ministry (2 Corinthians 12:12; Hebrews 2:3-4). Theyased with the
passing of the apostles and are not available today

About eighteen months had passed since the apeastieromised the
Jews in Ephesus that he would return to them (818 He now
returned to the synagoguand spoke boldly for three months,
reasoning and persuading concerning the thingh@kingdom of God
(8). Some were hardened and Paul and those whevbdlwithdrew
from them. He then reasoned every day for two yieattse school (the
lecture-room) of Tyrannus (9). Notice the waiehsoning’in verses 8
and 9.True Christian teaching does not by-pass the humamind.
True preaching and teaching not only stirs the hedrbut also
makes us think and it persuades us.

The Word of the Lord was heard over all the progio€ Asia at this

time (9-10). Paul's method was to reason and teyaete from the
Scriptures. He did not seek to communicate the gJaspough drama
(which was very popular in those days), but throtighpreaching of
God’s Word. Let me ask you who are preachers, ‘Hoe you

communicating truth to your hearers? How much @i is there in
your preaching? Are you really concerned for thghtlof those who
are lost? Seek at all times, with the help of tlodytbpirit, to proclaim

the gospel with urgency and persuasion (cp. 2 Goians 5:11).

Richard Baxter, the great 17th century pastor ded|dl preached as
never sure to preach again, and as a dying mayirig chen.’
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Ephesus was the most important city in the Romanipce of Asia
(now western Turkey). It was a great trading cemtne place of
pilgrimage to the shrine of the goddess Diana @#Aais’). The city was
also a centre of superstition and much occult &gtiGod worked
unusual miracles by the hands of Padandkerchiefs or aprons which
had been in contact with his body were placed enstbk who were
then healed or delivered from evil spirits (11-13)me claim to do the
same thing today to heal those who are sick, lait $o-called ‘blessed
cloths’ promote superstition and raise false hopes.

Some itinerant Jewish exorcists observed the pofvdre Lord Jesus
when they heard Paul preach and cast out evitspliiney took it upon
themselves to use the name of Jesus in their exor&even sons of
a Jewish chief priest were among these itineraridrs. They
attempted to cast out a demon in the name of J@$is.evil spirit
knew of Jesus and his power and recognised thaé tmen were not
servants of Christ. The possessed man attackegahlel-be exorcists
and tore off their clothes and wounded them betioeg fled from the
house. Jews and Gentiles in Ephesus were filleth wetir and
magnified the name of the Lord Jesus when theydhefathis incident
(13-17).

Many of the new believers in Ephesus confessed plasit sins. Those
who had been involved in occult practices brougktrtbooks which
taught these evil things, to be burned (18—-19)yMnere very valuable
and could have been re-sold, but the only fit pacehem was the
bonfire. | remember visiting a new believer whesalv a statue of
Buddha on his shelf. | pointed out that it mustdestroyed, even
though it had been given to him by his young sorewhe was
interested in eastern religions. He destroyedrirege after | left his
house. We must not hold on to items associated faiie religion or
the occult when we come to faith in ChriStb the word of the Lord
grew mightily and prevaile¢R0). Let us pray that God’s Word will
grow mightily and prevail in our neighbourhood and throughout
the rest of the world.
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Paul planned to leave Ephesus and go to Greectngishurches in
Macedonia and Achaia before going to Jerusalemalbte desired to
visit Rome after that. He sent Timothy and Erastugdacedonia while
he remained in the province of Asia (21-22).

Ephesus, the centre of the worship of the fertgitgldess Diana, was
to witness a mighty advance of the gospel, whicbagpthroughout the
region. The temple dedicated to Diana (Greek nariérntemis’)
contained a meteorite which was revered as an imagee goddess
which had been sent from heaven. The temple wabtiee seven
wonders of the ancient world and was the largesting in the old
Greek empire.

The Word of God prevailed over occult practices aadatry (19,
26—27). Writing to the Corinthian church from EphesPaul saidA
great and effective door has opened to me, andetlage many
adversaries’(1 Corinthians 16:8-9). The success of the gospel
threatened the livelihood of the Ephesian silvetlssnwho made and
sold images of the goddess Diana. They instigatgteat commotion
about the Way(23). They stirred up a mob against Paul and se&ed
two of Paul’'s companions. They chanted for two Isol@Breat is
Diana of the Ephesianf24-34).

Paul wanted to address the angry crowd but he bebéepleading of
his friends not to do so. The town clerk told theved that they would
be in danger of having to account to the Romanaitths if they

persisted in their disorderly conduct. He pointetltbat if Demetrius
and his fellow craftsmen had a case against anybeg,could pursue
it through the courts of law and they disperseacpéully (30—41).

The early Christians were known as belonginghe Way’ (9,23; cp.
9:2; 24:22). They taught that there is only one wagod the Father
— through the Lord Jesus Christ (4:12; cp. JohB;14 Timothy 2:5).
All religions do not lead to God! To believe thatley do is to be in
spiritual darkness and great error.No other gospel is acceptable (cp.
Galatians 1:6-9). Let us be faithful in pointingpke to the Lord Jesus.
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Acts chapter 20

fter the uproar ceasedaul travelled from Ephesus to visit the
hurches in Macedonia where Brecouraged them with many

words (1-2). He was concerned to strengthen them ambditd them
up in the faith (cp. 15:41; 18:23). Paul was madrart a great
evangelist; he was also a faithful pastor and telachthe Word of God
(27, 31-32). As we read of Paul's ministry, we sifle that there is a
repeated emphasis on the teaching of God’s WordaNeeed the
comfort(‘encouragement’df the Scripture§Romans 15:4) but we
must know our Bibles if we are to encourage ouresland one
another!

Paul then travelled south from Macedonia to Greeleere he spent
three months mainly at Corinth. While there, hetevtas letter to the
Romans (cp. Romans 15:25-26). He changed his plaait from
Corinth to Jerusalem because of a Jewish plot aglaim and returned
through Macedonia to Troas (3 6). Paul had orgashigesollection for
the poor Christians at Jerusalem and some of the firoan the
donating churches went with Paul to take their (##:17; Romans
15:25-27; 1 Corinthians 16:1-5). Luke, whom Gagpired to write
the Acts of the Apostles, joined Paul at Philippptice the word&aus’
and‘'we’ (5-6).

The early church met on the first day of the weelvbrship God and
to break bread, meeting around the Lord’s Table &rly Christians
called the first day of the week, ‘The Lord’s D&y; cp. 1 Corinthians
16:2; Revelation 1:10po you love to gather with the people of God
each Lord’s Day in order to worship God and to hearhis Word
being preached?Paul preached until midnight at Troas and a young
man named Eutychus sank into a deep sleep duengéeting. He fell
to his death from his precarious seat but Paul eodst his lifeless
body to raise him from the dead. The happy chuisteried as Paul
talked a long while, even till daybred8-12). He would have been
encouraging thewith many words
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Paul wanted to be in Jerusalem for the day of Resteand did not
have time to visit Ephesus (13-16). When he arratddiletus, he sent
for the elders of the Ephesian church and remitidexh of his life and

ministry among them (17-36). We tend to think & Huccess of the
apostle in planting many churches and of the thadsaaved through
his ministry but there was a price to pay. Thighfal man had humbly
served the Loravith many tears and trialthrough opposition to his
ministry by unbelieving Jews (19).

The apostle had kept back nothing in his minigtgt was helpful but
had proclaimed it publicly and from house to ho{#®. He speaks of
two vital elements in his preaching of which he hestified:

* Repentance toward God and faith toward our LordudeShrist
(21). We are all sinners and sin is rebellion agaiGod. True
repentance involves sorrow for sin and confessioBad. We cannot
be saved unless we repent of our sin and trusieii.ord Jesus.

» The gospel of the grace of G(2B—24). Grace is favour bestowed
upon us that we do not deserve. The free and sgwegeace of God
is a glorious theme. Let us proclaim it and rejarcé.

Paul was full of foreboding about his visit to Jealem. He felt
compelled to go there though the Holy Spirit hadvea him that
imprisonment and trouble lay ahead of him. He tibld Ephesian
elders,'But none of these things move me, nor do | coynlifendear
to myself, so that | may finish my race with j¢24). Paul here
describes the Christian life asrace’ which he was determined to
finish with joy (cp. 2 Timothy 4:7). He had a difést set of values to
the world around him. Not for him a half-heartedatéon to Christ!
He had sacrificed his own self-interests for thosef his Lord and
Saviour. His main aim in life was to live for Christ (Phipans 1:21).

May the mind of Christ my Saviour

Live in me from day to day,

By his love and power controlling

All | do and say. (Katie B. Mihson)

Paul was able to testify to the Ephesian eldershtavas innocent of
the blood of all men because he hadsminned to declare ... the whole
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counsel of Goq26-27). He had been fearless in his preaching and
would never compromise his message to please rhamylof his
hearers went to a Christless eternity, they coelenblame Paul for
not warning them of the consequences of rejectieggbspel.

Elders have an awesome responsibility to God fervikll-being of
every church member and they must give accountHeir souls
(Hebrews 13:17). The Holy Spirit makes them oveséa shepherd
the church of God (1 Peter 5:2). The apostle urhpede elders,
‘Therefore, take heed to yourselves and to allftbek’ (28). Paul
warned them thatsavage wolveswould come into the church to
attack the flock (29; cp. Matthew 7:15-20). Theysiwatch because
some of their own number would depart from thehtrand divide the
church (30-31).These are frightening warnings! If Satan could
cause havoc in a church built on three years of P#s ministry, let
us not imagine that we will be immune from the attaks of the
devil. Seek to be built up by the word of God’s gracewiit help
protect you fromsavage wolves(32). Your pastor and church leaders
are special targets for Satan’s attacks. How shymldpray for them?
* That God will keep them pure in doctrine and life.

* That they will have God-given wisdom and discerntne

* That they will stand firm in the face of discousagent or
temptation to compromise.

Paul reminded the elders of his own example ambemtand told
them that they must support the weak, for the LJasus had saidt

is more blessed to give than to recei{@3-35). Have you discovered
this to be true in your own experience, or are gare interested in
taking than in giving? Paul knew that he would see these men again
and he knelt down and prayed with them all. Thezeawnany tears as
they parted (25,37-38).
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Acts chapter 21

F)aul loved to be with the Lord’s people. His shipsvdelayed at Tyre
while its cargo was being unloaded so he foundelelis in the
port and stayed with them seven days (1-4). THdrem would never
forget the time when they and their parents knaeltlee shore and
prayed with Paul and his companions before thepideg (5-6). They
then sailed to Ptolemais where they left the shipy stayed with
Christians at Ptolemais for one day, and arrive€a¢sarea the
following day, where they stayed with Philip theaegelist (7-8).

Do you seek out other believers when you are oitldwplor away on
business? Are you interested enough to learn atbauthes you visit
so that you can encourage them and pray for them.will need to
find out what good churches there are in the aneeaye visiting before
you leave home.

The Holy Spirit again warned Paul both at Tyre an@aesarea that he
would be arrested and imprisoned if he went toskein (4,11). Was
he disobeying God in his determination to go th&eéh a thought is
out of the question for Paul was always carefuliey the leading of
the Holy Spirit (see 16:6—7; 20:22—-23). The Chaist at Caesarea
wrongly interpreted the Spirit's warnings as a di@n that he should
not go to Jerusalem. He answer&dhat do you mean by weeping and
breaking my heart? For | am ready not only to barmh but also to die
at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jequf-13). He was so
devoted to Christ that he was ready to die for Htha!was sure that it
was God’s will for him to go to Jerusalem and thés later confirmed.
God was leading him through Jerusalem to Rome 123:1

Paul and the Christians at Caesarea were submissifie will of God
and said,The will of the Lord be don€14). As we face the future
with all its uncertainties and when faced with diffculties, let us
always make our choices sayingThe will of the Lord be doné

Some of the Christians from Caesarea went with Rand his
companions to Jerusalem where they were warmlyivedeby the
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church. They met with James and the elders offthech the following
day when Paul gave them a detailed report of Gald'ssing upon his
ministry among the Gentiles (15-19hey glorified the Lordor all
that he had done through the missionaries but tiaelyreservations.
They feared that Paul's work among the Gentilesccoause problems
with legalistic Jewish Christians. They saidou see, brotherand
went on to explain their problem (20). Many thowswof Jews had
embraced the Christian faith but had held on to ttesal for the ritual
and ceremony associated with the law. These peloateheard
rumours that Paul was teaching Jewish Christiafersake the law of
Moses and all their cherished traditions (21).desl not appear that
they had checked the reliability of these reports.

Paul’'s ministry had been greatly blessed by Godrentad with him
representatives from those churches consistingwish and Gentile
believers. They had brought with them gifts to soghe poor
Christians in Jerusalem having given at great togthemselves (cp.
2 Corinthians 8:1-5). One can only wonder what ttheyught of the
attitude of the Jerusalem church leaders towards Pa

Paul was not given an opportunity to answer theaieals rumours,
because the leadership of the church had alreadiyetka plan for him
to prove that he followed the rules and kept the (24). James also
made it clear that Gentile Christians should neehta observe such a
practice (25). Paul himself had made it quite ctedhe Galatians, that
we are not justified by keeping the law, but bytfan Christ (Galatians
2:16). He was willing however, to forgo his libettywin the Jews to
Christ (1 Corinthians 9:19-22). He was a most grasiman and
agreed to comply with their plaBome Christians have scruples that
are based on a misunderstanding of Scripture. We nst be
gracious towards them but beware of allowing themd bring us
into barrenness and bondage.

Paul agreed to the request of the Jerusalem edohetsubmitted to
Jewish purification ceremonies with four men frdme thurch. From
this time everything seemed to go wrong. The apostis seen by
some of his Jewish enemies from the province ol Asthe temple as
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some of his Jewish enemies from the province ol Asthe temple as
he was ending his purification ritual. They wronglgsumed that he
had taken Trophimus, a Gentile Christian, intotdmaple (which was

out of bounds to Gentiles). They stirred up thenat@and he was
dragged out of the temple (26-30). The angry moluggen Paul and
would have killed him but for the intervention obRan soldiers who
took him into custody. Paul was taken prisoner @issthe Holy Spirit

had warned, but the Lord was working out his puegdsrough these
events.

There was such a commotion that the Roman commauigd not
ascertain the reason behind the attack on thele84t38). The Jews
were motivated by such hatred for Paul that thesdoout,'Away with
him!" (36). They were not prepared to listen to his mgssand some
of them may have been among those who used simieds against
the Lord JesusAway with him! Crucify him!'(John 19:15).

If we behave like those Jews who attacked Paulrejatt the Lord
Jesus now, we should not be surprised when hetsejsmn the great
day of judgment. He will then saYpepart from me, you cursed into
the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and amgels’ (Matthew
25:41).There is no neutral ground with the gospel. We areither
for Christ and the message of the gospel, or againddave you
welcomed Christ into your life as your Saviour ammitd? If you have
not, | urge you to do so now, before it is too late

Paul asked the Roman commandday | speak to you?The Roman

agreed, asking the apostle if he was the Egyptiha had led an
insurrection. Paul denied this, telling him thatviies a Jew, a citizen
from Tarsus. He then asked for permission to addtescrowd and his
request was granted (37—40).
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Acts chapter 22

F)aul had been accused of being an enemy of the(24w&8) and he
was determined to refute this lie. He was respetdfuards them,
addressing them aBrethren, and fatherq1). He spoke to the people
in Hebrew and this helped calm them. Paul affirrhedown Jewish
pedigree sayindg] am indeed a Jew.He told them of his training in
Jerusalem at the feet of the great teacher Ganaalgebf his own zeal
in persecuting Christians (1-5).

What accounted for the change that transformedzéatous Jew who
hated Christians, into someone who propagatedaditie that he once
so vehemently despised? Paul told them how the ised Jesus
Christ had met with him while he was on an errahpevsecution and
had turned his life around. He recalled how he e struck with

blindness by the blazing light from heaven and @ihad heard the
voice of the Lord Jesus. He then asked hikhat shall | do, Lord?’

He then said that he had been told to go on to Baosawhere he
would be told what to do. He told them how Anamd® was highly

respected by the Jewish community in Damascus eéad fent to him
by God (6-12).

Ananias had first prayed for him that he would reeéis sight and
went on to tell him how God had chosen hinkbow his will,and see
the Just One, and hear the voice of his mdatul would be a witness
to all that he had seen and heard (13-14).

Ananias then asked Palwhy are you waiting? Arise and be baptized’
(16). Though baptism is not essential to salvatitois,commanded by
the Lord (2:38; Matthew 28:1%lave you been baptized™ you love
the Lord, you will gladly obey him.

Paul related some details in his testimony whiehreot recorded in
Acts chapter 9. Here, he spoke of his return tosdem where he went
into the temple to pray. The Lord told hifivjake haste and get out of
Jerusalem quickly, for they will not receive yoesttmony concerning
me’ (17-18).
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mention of the fact that he, a Jew, had gone t&G#miles, was enough
to enrage the crowd so that they shouted him déwd.they listened
to him until this word22). Those who are blinded by prejudice will not
listen to sense and reason. We must not despareves, for the Holy
Spirit is able to bring fanatics to repentance;|Pamself was once a
religious zealot.

The Roman commander gave orders for Paul to beghtaato the

barracks to be scourged. He could not understaryttiehcrowd were
filled with such hatred for the apostle and hopeélicit a confession
of some wrongdoing from him. Scourging was a tégrgunishment in
which the victim was flayed with a multi-thonged iwhThe thongs
were knotted with pieces of metal or bone whicle impart the flesh of
the victim. Paul rightly insisted on his rightsa&oman citizen who
was not to be scourged without a fair trial andtgwierdict (25-29).

It is important to understand that ‘turning the eatitcheek’ does not
mean that we have to accept injustice when theréaarful processes
through which we are able to use to defend ourselve

The commander’s attitude to Paul changed as sobe #®ind that the
apostle was a Roman citizen and he was afraid lseche had him
bound with straps and was ready to scourge him2@pb He had paid a
great price to purchase his citizenship but Padldeen a citizen from
birth. Roman citizenship carried great privileges but evey
Christian is far more privileged. We are citizens of heaven
(Philippians 3:20) and this citizenship has beercpased for us at
great cost. The Lord Jesus gave his life on thescto save us and to
make us his own (1 Corinthians 6:20). We have actehis throne of
grace toobtain mercy and find grace to help in time of nééebrews
4:16). Let us come to him and bring our needs wahfidence. He
loves us and he is not deaf to our cries!
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Acts chapter 23

he Roman commander summoned the chief priests faad t

Sanhedrin (the ruling religious council) to comehtm the next
day to present their case against Paul (22:30).JBwésh historian
Josephus observed that Ananias the high was amwekgd man. Paul
began his defence, sayinjlen and brethren, | have lived in all good
conscience before God until this déy) Ananias ordered those who
stood by him to strike the apostle in the moutholhwas contrary to
the law (3) Paul warned Ananias that God wouldksthim because he
(Ananias) was seeking to condemn him accordindghéolaw while
breaking the law himself. Some commentators belitneg Paul's
response was ironical, for Ananias certainly dod behave like a
servant of God (1-5)Whitewashed wallvas a way of describing a
hypocrite. The tombs hewn in the rocky hillsidesloflea were often
painted with whitewash on the outside. They glistem the sun, but
inside them were the rotting corpses of the dead.

When Paul stated] am a Pharisee’(6), he was pointing out his
orthodoxy as a Jew and his belief in the resuwaatf the dead. The
Pharisees held strongly to this truth which wasiddrby the
Sadducees. The two groups on the Sanhedrin theageugin an
unholy squabble in which the Pharisees expressad shpport for
Paul. The so-called religious council then behdileda violent mob
and the Romans again rescued Paul from his enéimi&8).

The Pharisees on the council warned the high praest his
fellow-Sadduceesl.et us not fight against God9). Paul’'s words to
Ananias,'God will strike you’(3) proved to be prophetic. In AD 66,
Ananias was assassinated by Jewish zealots bechlisepro-Roman
sympathies. When ruletake counsel together, against theRD and
against his Anointedthe Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ) who sits
in the heavens shall laugPsalm 2:2,4)If God is for us, who can be
against usARomans 8:31).

The Holy Spirit had repeatedly warned Paul on hidtmissionary
journeythat chains and tribulationawaited him (20:23). Why did
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God allow Paul to suffer so much? He not only a#ddwhese things to
come upon the apostle but also ordained them tpdmf9:15-16). It
is a mistake to imagine that God keeps bad thirggs happening to
the believer. Paul was a great Christian but he wasan. He would
have felt the pressure and weariness of false atwus riot and
mob-violence and needed to be encouraged. The fatibtving his
rescue from the motihe Lord stood by him and said, ‘Be of good
cheer, Paul'(11). God promised that just as he had testifoedim in
Jerusalem, so he would also bear witness in Raifteen we are
under pressure, we must never forget that God is wh us. He
always stands by us and he will never leave us néorsake us
(Hebrews 13:5).

The next day, more than forty fanatical Jews vowed they would
neither eat nor drink until they had killed Pauhel had devised a
scheme in which the Roman commander would be askeeind Paul
to the Sanhedrin for further questioning. They widhlen ambush him
together with his escort and kill him (12-15). G his own ways of
protecting his servants. Paul’'s nephew heard opkbieand reported it
to him. When the commander heard the young maory,dte wrote a
letter to the Roman governor Felix and sent Paalyast 9 o’clock in
the evening, protected by four hundred and sevsoitjiers (16-23).
Paul was escorted to Caesarea by the horsemeexhday. Paul was
escorted to Caesarea by the horsemen the nexhdahey gave Felix
the letter from Claudias Lysias. The Roman govetalor Paul that he
would hear his case when his accusers had com8%p1—

God used a young man to thwart the satanicallyinedgplot against
Paul.The Lord stood by hinChristian, are you facing difficulties and
pressures that are dragging you down? Do you lie¢lou are unable
to cope? Remember, the Lord standsyby, and casall your care
upon him, for he cares for yda Peter 5:7).
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Acts chapter 24

Ananias the high priest came to Caesarea with gaksa to give
evidence against Paul before the Roman governtix was a
cruel tyrant but he would not have been convincgthle nauseating
flattery of the orator Tertullus (1-4). The oratmcused Paul of being
theringleader of the sect of the Nazareaesl a troublemaker who had
tried to desecrate the temple; he even accuseddh®n commander
Lysias, ofgreat violencg5-7).

Paul’s sincerity in answering his accusers vividiytrasted with their
hypocrisy. He told Felix that he had come to Jdamawelve days
earlier to worship God and to bring alms and offgs. The charges
against him of profaning the temple or causing Iieuvere quite
untrue. He had not disputed with anyone in the tempor was he
guilty of inciting crowds in Jerusalem or in thenggogues. He
challenged his accusers to prove their case adaimsthere had been
no trouble in the temple until he had been seesobye Jews from Asia
who had stirred up the crowd against him (10-18;Xk27-30).

Paul did confess to worshipping God as a Chrisaanprding to the
Way which they call a seeind to his belief ira resurrection of the
dead, both of the just and the unj@$t—15). Every person who has
ever lived will be raised at the second coming lofi§t to be judged by
God. Paul ended his defence by saying that heewdly being tried for
his statement concerning the resurrection of tlael ¢21).

Paul stated'l myself always strive to have a conscience withou
offence toward God and me(il6). Man’s conscience has been
affected by Adam’s fall into sin; it can be hardérs® that it does not
trouble us when we sin (cp. 1 Timothy 4:2). Our stences are
purged when we are saved (Hebrews 9:14) but we ragstate them
by the Word of GodLet us always strive‘to have a conscience
without offence toward God and menlt is an evidence of true
godliness.
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Felix now hach more accurate knowledge of the Viiagl he postponed
making any decision about Paul until he had seesidy the
commander but he allowed the apostle to have Yilaart visits from
his friends (22-23).The Roman governor was livingn adulterous
relationship with Drusilla, the daughter of Herodrppa | (whom an
angel of God had struck down in judgment; 12:23).

Paul did not water down his message when Felix kdat for him to
hear moreconcerning the faith in Chrig24). He reasoned about
righteousness, self-control, and the judgment toewith this wicked
man. His powerful withess had such an effect, Bedix was afraid
(25). Felix needed to know about a righteous God was offended by
his sin, and who would surely judge him.

The Roman answered PauGo away for now; when | have a
convenient time | will call for youThough he was filled with fear, he
sent for Paul and heard him often, but he was nterested in
obtaining a bribe from Paul rather than obtainirgqe with God (26).
Though Felix knew Paul to be innocent, he left baptive wanting to

do the Jews a favoyR7). this gesture did him no good at all. Secular
historians inform us that Felix was recalled to Rooy the emperor
Nero in AD 59 after the Jews had complained abaum&n atrocities.
He was disgraced and probably escaped executiaugtr the
influence of his brother Pallas, who was a faveuoit Nero.

If your heart is not right in the sight of God, dot wait for a
convenient time to come to Christ. The Lord may g@int you a
convenient timeNow is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of
salvation(2 Corinthians 6:2)Felix saw the gospel as bad news
because it made him feel uncomfortable. For thosehe repent of
their sin, however, the gospel is the most wonderfmews, offering
free forgiveness, peace with God, eternal life arelerlasting joy!
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Acts chapter 25

F)aul had been a prisoner Paul for two years whéx Was recalled
to Rome (24:27). He was succeeded by Porcius Fadtuse days
after his arrival in Caesarea, the new governortw@lderusalem to
meet the leaders of the Jews (1-2). They soughéave Paul brought
to Jerusalem with a view to standing trial but threal intention was
to lie in wait and to kill Paul as he was escofftedh Caesarea. Festus
told them that they should first send represereatio Caesarea where
they would be able to present their case againgdt(Ba5).

Festus remained in Jerusalem for ten days befaremang to
Caesarea. He heard the charges against the apiestiay following
his return. Paul’'s opponents laid many serious daimis against him
which they were unable to prove (6—7). They repk#teir charges of
heresy, sacrilege and sedition which Paul stromggied (8; cp.
24:5-6). Festus did not want to offend the Jews frive beginning of
his rule.Festus, wanting to do the Jews a favasked Paul if he would
be willing to go up to Jerusalem to be tried (9% khew, and Paul
knew, that they were unable to prove their casénaghim. Festus
wanted to please the Jews in order to obtain tw&iperation.

Paul knew his fellow-countrymen better than FesHes.was aware
that they would attempt to kill him if he travelléal Jerusalem and he
exercised his right as a Roman citizen and appdal€ahesar (9-11).
This meant that he would have to go to Rome fop#rsonal decision
of the emperor upon his case. Paul should not baea obliged to
resort to such an appeal because Festus knewethatdinnocent (10).

Paul exercised the civil right that he was ablel&m according to the
laws of Rome. This principle applies to Christiamshe 21st century
though many believers are denied this and areassht persecuted in
many landsWe must not give in to the pressures put upon us by
those who hate the Bible and its teaching

Herod Agrippa Il was the son of Agrippa |, who tianes, the brother
of John, killed (12:1-2) and had himself so dramally died at
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Caesarea (Acts 12:23). He was the great-grandsbleraid the Great
who had sought to kill the Lord Jesus Christ (Matif2:13). He paid
a courtesy visit to the new governor, accompanyedig sister Bernice
(13); Drusilla, wife of Felix was their sister (24). Bernice lived with
her brother after she was widowed and after thakup of her second
marriage.

Paul's appeal to Caesar left Festus with a probléenwas required
under Roman law to send a written account of tlaeges against Paul,
but he did not possess any convincing evidenceriisted the help of
Agrippa who had an intimate knowledge of the Jeviagh and culture
(26-27). Agrippa told Festu$would like to hear the man mysetdhd
Festus readily agreed with his request (22). GoKleaidie writes, that
Festus had unwittingly set the stage ‘for one efgreatest defences of
the Christian faith the world has ever hearw{S — YOU ARE MY
WITNESSES page 397 (Welwyn Commentary Series).

The next day, Paul was to speak to his most disishgd audience
the governor, King Agrippa and his sister, highkiag army officers
and the most prominent men of Caesarea (23). Tleeg sinners with
the same spiritual needs as every other human .b@mlg the gospel
which Paul proclaimed could meet their needs. Bestay have had
problems in understanding the Jew’s case againdti®a he was left
in no doubt concerning Paul's message about Chrestus, who had
died, whom Paul affirmed to be alivg’9).

Paul spoke plainly so that unbelievers could cjeaniderstand what he
was saying. The message has not changed and Gauthelsanged!
Those we meet day by day are sinners who needatdliegospel (see
1 Corinthians 15:1-4How great is our desire to tell them about our
glorious Lord and Saviour?
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Acts chapter 26

grippa was an expert in Jewish affairs (3) but Haaflessly
challenged him as he testified and preached thel \WoGod. He
asked AgrippaWhy should it be thought incredible by you thatdGo
raises the dead?(8). The resurrection of the Lord Jesus is not a
message to be reserved for Easter; it should beamstant theme and
a source of great rejoicing.

Paul told his distinguished audience how he had bestrict Pharisee
whose hatred for Christians had driven him on asioisof relentless
persecution against them (4-11). He had set opetsecute the
Christians in Damascus, having the authority ofc¢hief priests, but
the risen Christ had appeared to him and had cdetpleansformed
his life. Jesus had commissioned him to preachott Bews and
Gentiles'to open their eyes and to turn them from darkrtestght,
and from the power of Satan to God, that they negeive the
forgiveness of sing(9-18). He was able to saywas not disobedient
to the heavenly visior{’19). He had declared to Jews and Gentiles that
they should repent, turn to God, and do works befittiagentance
(20). He again proclaimed that Jesus died and frase the dead
(22-23).

Paul could not remain silent about the great traththe gospel. He
was not disobedient to the heavenly vision. Clarsthow is it with
you? How motivated are you to tell others abouti€tland to support
Christian missionaries with your prayers and yoongy?

What does it mean to be a Christian, to belong to I@ist? It means

that God has opened our eyes to see the truth &bosélf and about
ourselves. It means that we have been delivered fhe power of

Satan and have received forgiveness of sins. Inmtat we have an
inheritance reserved in heaven for us (18; cp.térPe4). Think about
these things and lift up your heart in gratitudd pyful praise to God.
If you are not a Christian, come to the Lord JeShsast and ask him
to save you. He will accept you if you turn fromuysinful ways and
trust in him.
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Shortly before his death, Paul wrote to TimotRemember that Jesus
Christ, of the seed of David, was raised from thaddaccording to my

gospel, for which | suffer trouble as an evil-daaren to the point of
chains; but the word of God is not chaind@’ Timothy 2:8-9). The

truth of these words is illustrated in these verBeal was a prisoner,
but the Word of God flowed out of his mouth as hespnted the gospel
to the most distinguished company in the land (29).

Festus recognised that Paul was not a fool, bugra eearned man.
When he heard the apostle speak of the sufferirgthd and
resurrection of Christ, however, he interrupted.hita said thamuch
learningwas driving Paul mad but God'’s servant respongestdting
that he spokéhe words of truth and reasq@4—25). Paul was not mad
because Festus was having problems with the clgallehthe gospel.
He told the governor that King Agrippa was fully ae of the impact
of the Christian message on many thousands of igwdad heard it
and had followed Chrisfhis thing was not done in a corn@6).

We are sometimes accused of being ignorant or gthpcause we
believe that the Bible is true, that God createsl\lorld in six days,
that we are all sinners who need to be saved framirg judgment,
that the Lord Jesus died to bear the punishmesinatrs, and that he
rose from the grave. The gospel is foolishneskeaihbeliever, buhe
foolishness of God is wiser than m@nCorinthians 1:23-25). The
hearts of those who are lost are darkened and ahegpiritually
ignorant (Romans 1:21; Ephesians 4:17-D@)not allow yourself to
be intimidated into silence by scoffers, but speakords of truth
and reason. Pray that the Holy Spirit will enlighten them so that
they will come to faith in Christ. Pray that God wil be pleased to
use your witness as you depend upon him.

Paul was not put off by the scorn of Festus anddr on to challenge
Agrippa, ‘Do you believe in the prophets? | know that youbdbeve’
(27). The king said\You almost persuade me to become a Christian’
(28; The ESV is probably a better translatidn:a short time would
you persuade me to be a Christiah?The apostle reasoned with
Agrippa and sought to persuade him to come to Cfuoissalvation.
Persuasion is essential in preaching and in witmgssThis
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concerngme very much because there are some whose ‘pregchin
lacks any element of persuasion. They ramble otewheir hearers
understandably wander in their thoughts. Othersamng orthodox and
ordered in their presentation; they have excelteaterial in their
sermons, but they appear to be detached from thessage and do
little to persuade their hearers.

Our preaching and witnessing must be soaked ingoyaynd come
from a heart throbbing with love for God and foosk who are lost, if
we are to persuade unbelievers that our messageeignd relevant
(see notes on Acts 19:8-10). Paul was in chainshbwas more
concerned for the salvation of his hearers tharohis needs as a
prisoner (29).

Agrippa’s words ‘You almost persuade me to become a Christian’
show that he obviously felt the strength of Papéssuasion (28). He
was not persuaded enough, however, to accept st@fcsubmitting to
the lordship of Christ. He stood up and called latbahe proceedings
and later concluded that Paul had done nothinghyoof death or
imprisonment (31-32).

| know of men and women who have attended churcimimy years
and have heard good preachers but they remairingins. If you are
not a Christian, | urge you to seek the Lord witlyaur heart. You can
have no hope for the future if you do not enjoygeewith God.lt is
not good enough to be almost persuaded! You must Hally
persuaded and committed to Christ. Where do you stad?

* | recommend pastors and preachers to readEARNEST
MINISTRY — THE WANT OF THE TIMES’by John Angell James and
published by The Banner of Truth Trust. John Andg@ines was
greatly used of God in Birmingham in the 19th centu
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Acts chapter 27

ul had appealed to Caesar to obtain justice arftaigo go to
Rome (25:11-12). He was accompanied by Luke (heee in

verse 1) and Aristarchus, a member of the churdihassalonica (2).
Aristarchus was a loyal friend to Paul and had riee with him
through dangerous times (cp. 19:29). Paul deschilmesas hisfellow

labourer’ and as higellow prisoner’(Philemon 24: Colossians 4:10).

God has his ways of encouraging us and he evenumndedievers to
that end. The Roman centuridulius treated Paul kindly and gave him
liberty to go to his friend¢at Sidon)and receive car¢3). Though he
was a prisoner the apostle had a remarkable amafdigerty. The
Lord encouraged Joseph in a similar manner whewasein prison.
God was with him andave him favour in the sight of the keeper of the
prison (Genesis 39:21)We sometimes need the favour of
unbelievers but we do not need to compromise our regage to gain
such favour because the Lord is able to make themetat us kindly.
How wonderful to know and to belong to such a God!

Sailing conditions became increasingly dangeroustiioel centurion
was determined to continue the journey despite '®awdrning of
impending disaster (4-12).

Paul’'s journey to Rome (Acts chapters 27 & 28)
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Paul knew that God wanted him to go to Rome (24)ssmdid Satan,
who did everything he could to frustrate God’s msg. The voyage
was beset from the beginning by high winds and eaogs seas
(4,7-10). The ship had left Fair Havens to saiatsheltered port
further along the coast of Crete (see map, pageaB8)conditions
appeared favourable at first (13). A terrifying stoarose soon
afterwards, which became so severe that they warged to throw
cargo overboard to lighten the ship. The stormioaetd formany days
and any hope of survival was lost (14-20).

An angel visited Paul at night and assured hirtintehim that he must
be brought before Caesar and that God would pregkerlives of all
who were sailing with him. Paul told of the angelisit and of his
message from God. He then sdiéke heart, men, for | believe God.’
He reassured them that they would all survive wtienship ran
aground on a certain islan(20—25). Paul belonged to God and served
him (23).When we belong to God, no harm can come to us extep
by his permission. Even in the most distressing tigs, we know that
nothing can separate us from his love (Romans 8:389). Have you
been beset by fear or anxious thoughts? Take tba®s to God in
prayer; he cares for you (1 Peter 5:7).

The ship’s crew were seeking to escape in the stskiff and Paul
warned the centurion that this must be preventeldtfa® sailor’s plan
was thwarted (30-32). Those on the ship had nenefatr fourteen
days and Paul encouraged them to eatgave thanks to Gouh their
presence before they began to eat (33-36). Paulhweasnderful
witness to all on the ship when they were territiad without hope.

Satan was bent on Paul’s destruction even aftesuneived the

shipwreck. The soldiers wanted to kill all the pngrs (including
Paul), to prevent any attempt to escape. The dentuwanting to save
Paul, rejected their plan, and ordered that all wtwald swim should
jump overboard to reach land (42—48gver forget that the devil can

only do what God permits him to do.
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Acts chapter 28

F)aul was no stranger to shipwreck, and peril haadh be® constant
companion. He had written to the Corinthians mbemntten years
before this, Three times | was shipwrecked; a night and dayvéh
been in the dee2 Corinthians 11:25-26). In all these dangers he
knew the presence, encouragement and help of God.

The people of Malta showadhusual kindnesto Paul and those who
were shipwrecked with him (2). The bedraggled swoss received
more help than they could have dared expect. Safain sought to Kill
Paul through a snake-bite. The islanders thougdit ile must be a
murderer and that justice had caught up with hiot,they were
amazed and thought he was a god whesuiffered no harnf5—6).

Publius, one of the leaders of the people, alsatéxk Paul and his
companions kindly (7). The apostle prayed for laghér who was
healed of his fever and dysentery (8). We can bethat Paul not only
healed the sick, but also preached the gospel gltnisithree month
stay on the island (7-11). The people he met tiverdd never be the
same again!

Luke writes concerning the grateful peofdléey honoured us in many
ways; and when we departed, they provided suchgthas were
necessary(10). It is interesting to note that Paul was guiappy to
receive honour from the people. Jehovah’'s Witnessésse to
celebrate birthdays because ‘they exalt the creataaking him the
centre of attention rather than the CreatorHE TRUTH THAT LEADS

TO ETERNAL LIFE’, page 146). What faulty reasoning! They would
have had problems with Paul.

Satan will always seek to attack us if we are wajkwith God. Have
you noticed this as you have read the book of A&t&EReks, difficulties
and suffering, but God always triumphs over thengnef our souls.
In Malta, Paul receivednusual kindness ... suffered no handwas
honoured ... in many way#/hen God is for us and with us, what
have we to fear (Hebrews 13:5 6)7?
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The Romans escorting Paul and other prisoners $ipegg months in
Malta before continuing their journey to Rome. Thmarded a ship
for Italy which landed at Syracuse in Sicily, stayithere for three
days. They then sailed north and reached Rhegiutheosouthern tip
of Italy. They disembarked next day at Puteolifartalong the west
coast of Italy (11-13).

When he arrived in Italy, Paul and his companifmsd brethrerat
Puteoli. We saw in our reading from Acts 21:1-14ttRaul always
sought out Christian fellowship on his travels. Teaturion, Julius,
continued to give Padiberty to go to his friends and receive care
(27:3), and the apostle was allowed to stay sesss avith those
Christians (14). When believers in Rome heard Bzatl was heading
for their city, some travelled the 43 miles (690kiletres) to Appii
Forum to meet him, others, the 33 miles (53 kilow®tto the Three
Inns. The apostle knew many of the Christians imBRpincluding
Aquila and Priscilla who had worked with him (Ronsal6:3-16).
Though the Romans had good roads, they did not ttesenodern
transport that we take so much for granted. Thesevers were eager
to see Paul and thought nothing of making the jeyito see him. This
token of love and concern was a great encouragetaghe apostle.
When Paul saw them, he thanked God and took co\(i&ge

All Christians need to be encouraged, even leadelike Paul! A
thoughtful and kind deed, an encouraging letter, erail or
phone-call may mean very much to a hard-pressed heler. In
what way do you seek to encourage others?

Give me a faithful heart,
Likeness to thee,
That each departing day
Henceforth may see
Some work of love begun,
Some deed of kindness done,
Some wanderer sought and won,
Something for thee.
(Sylvanus O. Phelps)

91



Paul was put under house arrest in Rome and tlageeadter his arrival
in Rome, Paul called the leaders of the Jews tot tmiee (17). He
explained that though he was not guilty of anyéagainst the Jews
or their customs, he had been treated as a criminalshould be put
to death (18-19). He was in Rome because he haddoeepelled to
appeal to Caesar. He was in chdmsthe hope of Isragl20; this is a
reference to the Messiah; cp. Jeremiah 14:8). Dpe lof Israel does
not lie in a future restoration of the nation torgpal and political
greatness, but in Christ, who alone saves from BirShrist, both Jew
and Gentile are one; there is no difference; thethlknow a
circumcision of the heart (Romans 2:28-29; Galatiai26—29). The
church isthe Israel of God'(Galatians 6:16).

The Jews in Rome were not aware of the chargesstgaaul but they
arranged another meeting with him to hear altloist sect ... spoken
against everywherg?2). At this meeting, Paelxplained and solemnly
testified of the kingdom of God, persuading themceoning Jesus
... from morning until eveningome were convinced but others did not
believe (23—-24). The apostle quoted from the propdegah to warn
them about spiritual blindness and hardness ofthearpointed out
that salvation had been sent also to the Gentiteswere responding
to the message of the gospel (25-29). However nGmt may be
pleased to bless our witness, there will alwaysdee who will reject
the message of the gospel. We must persevere &kédhd never
allow discouragement to silence us.

Paul was under house-arrest for two years, bubhérued to serve
the Lord,preaching the kingdom of God and teachiing things which
concern the Lord Jesus Chr{&0-31; cp. Philippians 1:12-14)e so
loved Christ, he so loved people and wanted to withem to his
Saviour, that he could not help but declare the gl to sinners. Is
it any wonder that God greatly blessed him and useldim?
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After Acts chapter 28

Paul was imprisoned in his own rented house foryears (28:30)
During this time (AD 60—62) he wrote his lettersth@ Ephesiang
Colossians, Philemon and the Philippians. He wiaased from thig
imprisonment and was able to continue his missypmaork for a
year or two before being re-arrested.

William Hendriksen suggests in his commentary & 4 Timothy
and Titus (pages 39-40) that after his releasd;-Pau

* Journeyed to Asia Minor, leaving Titus in Cret&y$ 1:5).

* He then went to Colosse as planned (Philemon 2&)}tzen to
Ephesus, where he was joined by Timothy who had beehilippi
(Philippians 2:19-23).

* Paul left Timothy at Ephesus to go to Philippipesviously
planned (Philippians 2:24; — though he was hopmgeturn to
Ephesus; 1 Timothy 3:14-15). While in Philippi, Pavote his first
letter to Timothy and also to Titus (approximately 63).

* He went from Philippi to Nicopolis to spend thenter and was
joined there by Titus (Titus 3:12).

* He may have visited Asia Minor again and evenispafore his
final imprisonment (cp. 2 Timothy 4:13; Romans ¥j:2Paul wrote|
his second letter to Timothy from prison, shortgfdre he wag
executed.
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A Pilgrim's Treasury — 366 daily devotional readings from each book
of the Bible (published by Evangelical Press).
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‘The Promise’ has also been published in FrenchnSp, Slovak and
Mandarin

They Met the Lord Jesus  — 31 daily Bible readings introducing the
Lord Jesus Christ (published by Evangelical Praa#jen Christians
think about Jesus, the WOIBREATNESS’ often comes to mind. Why
is Jesus so great? He is the greatest Prophetebare walked this
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references to show that the Lord Jesus Christ &, 8wt the Holy
Spirit is a Person who is God. The teaching ofHbéy Trinity is then
proved from Scripture.
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