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2 KINGS

The two books of the Kings were originally a singteok which was

divided into 2 volumes by the Greek translatorshef Old Testament
(a couple of centuries before Christ came to eafle)saw in the notes
on 1 Kings that the books cover a period of foundred years in the
history of Israel. The nation of Israel was dividatb two kingdoms

following the death of Solomon.

The turbulent history of the two nations is recardel Kings 12 to the
end of 2 Kings. All the northern kings were evit Budah was blessed
with some good kings. Most of the prophets execcibeir ministry
during this period — Elijah, Elisha, Joel, Amdenah, Hosea, Isaiah,
Micah, Zephaniah, Nahum, Habakkuk and Jeremiah.eSainthem
prophesied to one kingdom, others to both. The li®merciful and
slow to anger and he sent the prophets to warrettiag people.
Persistent disobedience inevitably brought the nuelgt of God upon
them and Israel went into Assyrian captivity in 722, Judah to
captivity in Babylon in 586 BC.

Outline of 2 Kings

1. Ministry of Elijah and Elisha — 1:1t0 9:10
2. Kings of Judah and Israel until captivity of lsra9:11 to 17:41
3. Kings of Judah until captivity in Babylon — 18:126:30

For further reading: | always find Dale Ralph Davis to be very
helpful and relevant. | commend his commentary d€ings entitled
‘2 KINGS: THE POWER AND THE FURYpublished by Christian Focus.
It is rich in pastoral application and is warm amttouraging in the
application of the text of 2 Kings to our everydiags.



1JULY 2Kings 1 :1-8

Is it because there is no God in Israel ... ?

The Moabites rebelled against Israel following death of Ahab (1).
More is written about this rebellion in chapterCile Ralph Davis
reminds us that ‘Ahab was a conduit that allowedgmasewage to
engulf Israel (1 Kings 16:29-34), one who toleratgdstice (1 Kings
21), and who hated God’'s word (eg. 1 Kings 222 KINGS: THE
POWER AND THE FURY; page 15. Ahaziah was just as wicked as his
father Ahab (1 Kings 22:52-53).

Ahaziah was seriously injured when he fell throtigé lattice of his
upper room. His injury was life-threatening andrileg the worst, he
wanted his fortune told. He sent messengers td thlkstine city of

Ekron (45 miles or 72 kilometres from Samaria). rEhe¢he priests of
Baal-Zebub claimed to receive messages from tloeir(8).

The messengers never reached Ekron, however. Taeyintercepted
by Elijah who sent them back to Ahaziah with a nagesfrom the
Lord:‘Is it because there is no God in Israel that yae going to
enquire of Baal-Zebub, the god of EkrorfPhis question is repeated
in verses 6 and 16). The first and second commangmemind us that
the Lord hates idolatry and the worship of othedgyprovokes him to
anger (Exodus 20:3—4; 1 Kings 22:53). Ahaziah wadi&lfrom his
injuries because he had sought to obtain help fordol rather than
from the living God (3-6). Many Christians havegéd from the Lord
through other forms of idolatry such as covetossr{€olossians 3:5).
Little children, keep yourselves from id¢lsJohn 5:21).

Ahaziah knew Elijah (7—8) and he knew that ElijaBsd was the only
true God, who had sent drought, fire and rain isveer to Elijah’s
prayers. He had no excuse for his idolatry and evieen faced with
death, he remained hardened in hisgiany today believe that if we
saw a spate of miracles in the church, our nationewld turn to God
and be saved. Bible history does not support thatupposition.
Centuries later, the Lord Jesus performed thousaintigracles, but he
was rejected and crucified!



2 JULY 2 Kings 1 :9-18

So Ahaziah died according to the word of theRD

Ahaziah did not take kindly to Elijah’s messagenirthe Lord. He sent
a band of fifty soldiers to arrest the prophet.ifleaptain met Elijah
with Ahaziah’s commandMan of God, the king has said, “Come
down™ (9). The prophet repliedf | am a man of God, then let fire
come down from heaven and consume you and ygumigit(10). Fire
then fell from heaven, destroying the captain andifty soldiers.

Ahaziah would have known about the Elijah callirmyw fire from
heaven a few years earlier on mount Carmel (1 Kilgg24,37-38). He
was again reminded that Jehovah was the true Gadaml, but he
persisted in his rebellion against God. Fire frosaven did not bring
him to his senses and like his father, he did ostake his idolatry. He
sent another band of soldiers to arrest the propimet the same fate
befell them (11-12).

The third band of soldiers were spared when tregtain pleaded with
Elijah for their lives. He did not doubt that Jeabwvas the true and
living God and he respected the prophet. The anofjgle LORD
assured Elijah that he would be safe in going tithman to repeat his
message to Ahaziah (13-15). The king had becorharskan heart that
he was insensitive to the voice of God. In his gstaneed, he did not
seek the true God for forgiveness and salvationv Bimpid and how
sad! He remained in his sin and reigned for just wears before he
died (cp. 1 Kings 22:51). He died childless andbristher, Jehoram,
succeeded him to the throne.

The Lord was merciful to the captain who humblechéelf and
pleaded for his life budhaziah died according to the word of theRD
(17). We need to be constantly reminded to takeossly God’s
warnings.If you close your ears to the voice of God, you deo at
your own peril!



3 JULY 2 Kings 2:1-11

You have asked a hard thing

Elijah was a mighty man of prayer but one of hiayars was not
answered as he had expectdé. prayed that he might di@ Kings
19:4) but he didn’t die, and years later, he wgnby a whirlwind into
heaven (11). The Lord had much work for him to dd a prophetic
community was established at Bethel where Jerobbestvuler of the
northern kingdom, had set up an idol altar (3;XcKings 12:28-29).
A group of prophets was also found at Jericho, leroplace where
wicked men had defied God (5; cp. 1 Kings 16:33-8#) was also
able to prepare Elisha to succeed him. There mestivhen we do not
pray aright because we feel low in spirit. It aed thing that God does
not always take us at our word. When he says tt\us, his reasons
are always wise and good.

God shall alone the refuge be

And comfort of my mind;

Too wise to be mistaken, he,

Too good to be unkind. (Samuel Medley)

Elisha and the sons of the prophets knew that Gasl about to take
Elijah up into heaven, but they did not speak opienly (3, 5). Elisha
was determined to remain with Elijah, though askt@ee times to
remain where he was (2,4,6). Elijah then asked Mvhat may | do
for you, before | am taken away from yoiE¥sha asked for a double
portion of his spirit. This does not mean that Edisvas asking for
twice the power of the Holy Spirit that was upoijd. Under the law
of Moses, the first-born son, the heir, was ertiti® a double portion
of his father’s possessions (Deuteronomy 21:173h&lknew, that as
Elijah’s spiritual heir, he needed the hand of Gpdn his life just as
it was upon Elijah. Elijah told himYou have asked a hard thin(f0).
Subsequent events show that Elisha’s request veagegt.Are you
bold when you make your requests to God? Do you cao him in
faith, expecting him to answer you?Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, you
have made the heavens and the earth by your greaep and
outstretched arm. There is nothing too hard for'y@eremiah 32:17).
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4 JULY 2 Kings 2:12-18

Where is the IORD God of Elijah?

Elisha came from a farming family at Abel Meholahigh was situated
a few miles north of the city of Samaria. After itadk leave of his
parents, he followed Elijah and served him (cp.13:1 Kings

19:16,19-21). This kind of service involved memgaks and no public
ministry as long as Elijah lived; it was howevevauable period of
preparation during which he observed the prophdtlaarned from
him. If humble jobs are beneath your dignity, do intagine that God
will entrust you with greater tasks. Stephen antgP$erved tables and
cared for widows before they were used in wideristiy (Acts 6:1-5).

After Elijah’s translation to heaven, Elisha togkhis master’s mantle
and faced his first challenge. He needed to panvdters of the Jordan
just as Elijah had done. Taking the mantle, Hercktthe water of the
river just as Elijah had done (14; see verse 8ingayWhere is the
LORD God of Elijah?'The river was divided so that he could cross over
and the observing sons of the prophets recognised$1God’s choice

to be their leader (12-15). They sent fifty merdok for Elijah,
though Elisha had warned them that it was a faéigk. The prophet
was not upon a mountain or in a valley. He was Wigh_ord in heaven
(16-18).

Where is the God of Elijah today? This questiooften asked with a
sense of despair rather than hope. Elijah had teghdut Elijah’s God
remained! He is still the same God, wonderfully Wiog out his
sovereign purpose. He was with Elijah and Elishandudesperately
wicked and difficult times. He has been with hiopk over the
centuries in both good and evil times. Faith shineghtest in the
darknessThe God of Elijah will always be with us if we folbow him
and obey him. Let us now come to the Lord in prayewith renewed
trust and confidence in him.



5 JULY 2 Kings 2:19-25

The water is bad, and the ground barren

Our reading today is an illustration of the Scriptwhich urges us,
Consider the goodness and severity of Gdaimans 11:22). We see the
goodness of the Lord to the men of Jericho andéwerity toward the
mocking youths in Bethel.

While Elisha was in Jericho, the men of the cityneato him with a
problem. Though Jericho was pleasantly situates; teported;The
water is bad, and the ground barreff9). He told them to bring him
a new bowl containing salt and he then cast theirgal the polluted
water. He brought a word from the Lord promisingttthe waters had
been healed and so they were (20-22). The propliethovah spoke
as his mouthpiece and prophetic utterances oftgarbeith the words,
‘Thus says the @RD (21). Elijah had used the same words in his
prophetic ministry(cp. 1 Kings 21:19; 2 Kings 1:4,16

Jericho had been rebuilt and inhabited in defiaofc&od and it was
under a curse (Joshua 6:26; 1 Kings 16:33—-34) bnow had a
prophetic community. God took away the barrenndgti® place.
Many of us labour in places which are spiritualrien and the work
is very tough and often discouraging. Let us pezseand be ‘salt’
among all the corruption that is around us (Mattfe®8). May God
be pleased to bring forth fruit from our barrengrd. *

Elisha had quite a different reception when hevadiat Bethel, the
home of another prophetic community. He was moeketiinsulted by
a mob of youths who had probably heard that he dasslimed
leadership over the sons of the prophets. Elisha ved intimidated
andhe pronounced a curse on them in the name of gdrRDLTwO
female bears then came out of the woods and méurtgetwo of them
(23-24).Those who despise or insult God’s servants also sko
contempt for God. He will surely deal with them.

* Dale Ralph Davis has some encouraging words oftqas
application in his exposition of this passap&INGS — ‘THE POWER AND
THE FURY, page 37).



6 JULY 2 Kings 3:1-12

The word of the IORD is with him

Ahaziah died after two years on the throne and suaseeded by his
brother Jehoram (also called Joram; 8:16,25). d@hseemingly made
a good start by getting rid of the pillar of Baaét his father had made.
He did not turn away from idolatry, howevehé sins of Jeroboam;
2-3). Ahab’s death, two years earlier, had letidsweak and unstable
and the Moabites rebelled against paying tribun&(4p. 1:1).

The new king was determined to teach the rebe&sson and he
enlisted the help of Jehoshaphat, whose son hadkchais sister. The
king of Judah had already enjoyed a great victmgr dhe Moabites
(2 Chronicles chapter 20). The Edomites who wessaiag of Judah at
that time (2 Chronicles 21:8) were also brought this alliance (6-9).

The kings decided to attack Moab from the soutlingthrough the
wilderness of Edom. They marched for seven daysaméhto trouble
because there was no water for the army and thamas (9). It is
interesting to compare the reaction of the kingtscdel and Judah to
this crisis. Wicked Jehoram blamed God for thehfeun which they
found themselves (10). Have you noticed how theodhygunwittingly
acknowledge the sovereignty of God when in troublg,they do not
repent of their sin nor trust in him?

Jehoshaphat askéts there no prophet of thedRD here, that we may
inquire of the IORD by him?’(10-11). They should have sought
direction from God before they embarked on sucleatwre! We
sometimes make the same mistake. We do not comumit/ay to the
Lord and only pray when things start to go wrong!

When Elisha’s name was mentioned, JehoshaphatmdedgThe
word of the IORD is with him’and Elisha’s counsel was sought (12).
We all face difficulties at one time or another. Weed to know the
Word of God to help us in times of neéde you walking with the
Lord so that his word is with you? Can you be truséd to give
sound, godly counsel to those who share their pradains with you?



7 JULY 2 Kings 3:13-27

This is but a trivial thing in the sight of the @RD

Elisha was quite forthright with Jehoram tellingnhio go and consult
the prophets of Baal whom his parents had so t(4t®). The prophet
told him that he was only considering his requegtad respect for
Jehoshaphat. He called for a musician and the §jpote through him
as the musician played. God instructed them talitiaipes in the valley,
promising that they would be filled with water tlguthere would not
be any rain. They would have enough water for tiedwes and their
animals (14-17). The prophet told them that suahiracle was easy
for God and that they would defeat the Moabit&kis is but a trivial
thing in the sight of the@RrD’ (18). At the time of the grain offering
in the morning, water came gushing into the laodfthe direction of
Edom, filling the ditches.

The water reflected the ear
morning sun, appearing red i
blood. The Moabites, thinkin| e
that some catastrophe h
befallen their enemies, rush
into battle confident of victory
They suffered a crushing defg
and the armies of Israel, Jud
and Edom destroyed the citi
and wells in the south of Mo¢g
and they ruined their land. Th 25 miles
desperate king of Moab offerq F———1
his eldest son as a hum
sacrifice on the wall of Ki
Haraseth; this caused great anger against thditesagho returned to
their own country (19-27).

* Samaria

ISRAEL

Jerusalem ¢

JUDAH

MOAB

Kir Haraseth
.

EDOM

Christian, you may have problems and needs that are far from
trivial, but remember that our sovereign, almighty God is able to do

the impossible (Luke 18:27). Take heart as you come before him, as
you meet him at his throne of grace (Hebrews 4:6h—-1
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8 JULY 2 Kings 4:1-7

Nothing in the house but a jar of oll

Seven thousand in Israel had not bowed the knd&a#d (1 Kings
19:18) and the miracles described in this chagerahstrate how God
cared for some of those people. The widow of aygodin would have
lost her two sons to be sold into slavery but fer miraculous supply
of oil (1-7). The Shunammite woman received hersmk from death
(20-37). The poisoned stew was purified (38—41)aredhundred men
were fed from twenty loaves of barley bread (42--44)

The widow of one othe sons of the prophetgas in a desperate
situation. She had debts that she was unable &y r@pd her creditor
was about to take her two sons into slavery as payrior the debt.
This poor woman had lost her husband, who had fzetrful to God,
and now her sons were to be taken from her. Sthéhéi best thing
possible in her distress — she sought help fronmlLthvd through his
prophet.

Elisha asked heWhat shall | do for you?.. Tell me, what do you have
in the house?She told him that she haubthing in the house but a jar
of oil' (2). He told her to borrow as many empty vessslpassible
from her neighbours and othensot a few. She should then shut the
door of her house and fill the vessels from theofawil. She believed
that the Lord was able to honour the promise ophigphet and all the
empty vessels were filled them from the jar of 8ihe was able to sell
the oil and have sufficient money to pay off hebtdeand to provide
for the future (3-7).

God supplies the needs of his people in his own Wag widow’s sons
would never forget the miracle that was enactedregheir own eyes.
The creditor would also have been amazed to see®ow had
supplied the need’he way we react to trials and distress, especially
when shared with members of our family, or seen bgthers who do
not know the Lord is most important. Trials can become great
opportunities for us to trust in God and for owgtit@ony to be used to
his glory.
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9 JULY 2 Kings 4:8-17

A notable woman

Shunem was a town on the rich, fertile plain of fastbn, situated
about 5 miles to the north of Jezreel where thg kihlsrael had his
summer palace. We are introduced in our readingntennamed
woman from Shunem. She is describechamtable womanvhich
indicates that she was wealthy (8). She was ‘netaloit only for her
wealth but also for her godliness. Let us condisv practical she was
in her religion:—

* She gave regular hospitality to Elisha and shedsler husband
to have their house extended to provide a roonthisrholy man of
God.’ The prophet would have greatly appreciated thisikess as
Shunem was some 25 miles from Carmel (a day’s @yirmwhere
Elisha was living at that time (8—11, 25). The Wofdsod instructs us,
Be kind to one anothéEphesians 4:32). Are you thoughtful and kind?
* She appears to be more spiritual than her hust&imel took the
spiritual initiative in her home, but never usurpeer husband’s
authority (9-10, 22).

» She was contented. Her good works and kindneGetls servant
were not motivated by self-interest. Elisha askekdre was anything
that he could do for her or to speak on her beiathe king. He did
have access to the wicked king of Israel and had bble to assure him
of victory over the Moabites (3:13-18). She did seek a higher
station in life but was content to dwell among bem people (13).
Godliness with contentment is great géinTimothy 6:6).

Elisha did not take her kindness for granted; hatec to show his
appreciation to her. She was childless and pastgbef child-bearing
but the Lord honoured her beyond her wildest dreantsgave a son
to the childless couple (14—-10od is not unjust to forget your work
and labour of love which you have shown towardaisie, in that you
have ministered to the saints, and do minigtéebrews 6:10)Men
and women may forget the kindness that you show tihem, but
God does not forget. He will reward you and blessoy (Matthew
10:41)

12
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10 JULY 2 Kin gs 4:18-30

Why are you going to see him today?

It is not difficult to imagine the happiness ang jf the Shunammite
couple as they watched their beloved son grow. iappiness was to
be snatched from themsd the child grew ... and then he dié&; 20).

One day, as the lad went out to see his fatheheénfield with the
reapers, he complained of pain in his head. ThHeefahot suspecting
that there was a serious problem, sent a servararty the lad to his
mother. She held him on her knees where he diedat (18—-20). She
laid the lifeless body of the lad on the bed osEk&. She asked her
husband to send one of the young men to her wdthn&ey so that she
could hurry to see the man of God.

Her husband asked héwhy are you going to see him today? It is
neither the New Moon nor the Sabbaffthie woman assured hit

is well’ (23). From her husband’s remarks, it is apparbat the
woman regularly travelled to Carmel to worship Gadound trip of
fifty miles). She was prepared to put up with agpancomfortable
journey by donkey in order to worship God in spanitd in truthFar
better travel some distance to worship and to be by good
Biblical preaching than to compromise by attendinga
non-evangelical church or a place where Biblical t&ching is
despised.

Who could the woman turn to in her grief? She wenGod’s
representative for spiritual help and poured outheart, refusing to
leave him (27,30). — Dale Ralph Davis asks, ‘Wieezne she go? Only
to the same God who has perplexed her — thereos@@lse to whom
she can go. What can you do when God’s mercy masduo malice?
Take the bitter distress and in it keep clutchinghea God you don't
understand. We have a word for that: faith. (Whedls us, by the way,
that faith is not serenity). 2 KINGS — ‘THE POWER AND THE FURY,’
page 65.

14



11 JULY 2 King s 4:27-37

Deep distress

Elisha’s servant, Gehazi, was quite insensitivhéowoman'’s distress
and he tried to push her away as she clung toaedt Elisha. The
prophet told him'Let her alone; for her soul is in deep distressl dine
LORD has hidden it from mé27) She then poured out her heart to tell
Elisha what had happened (28). God had given Bengonly to take
him from her. Dale Ralph Davis asks, ‘Does Yahwedkenglad only
to increase the pain? Does he lift us up in oralerop us all the harder
... Note by the way, that this problem is not récéfany saints have
sobbed in bitter distress (v. 27) because theyotl&@mow why God has
crushed them?2(KINGS - ‘THE POWER AND THE FURYpage 64).

Men of God do not always have the answers to a pdgxing or
distressing situation.Elisha confessed his own limitations (27); it was
time to listen, rather than attempt a glib answéere are occasions
when we can onlyveep with those who we¢Romans 12:15). The
prophet told Gehazi to go ahead of him to the wdsnaouse where he
should lay his staff on the face of the child. Httiis but heaven was
silent and the child remained lifeless (29). Thenvam insisted,
however, that she would remain with Elisha.

The prophet was met by Gehazi who reported thatlild had not
awakened. When Elisha arrived at the house, he imemhis room
with Gehazi,shut the door behind the two of them, and prayetti¢o
LORD (30-33). He stretched himself out on the bodyhef ¢hild,
mouth to mouth, eyes to eyes, and hands on hahddl&sh of the lad
became warm. Elisha then got up and walked backf@ntld in the
house before returning to the room where he aga#tiched himself
out on the body of the child. The child then sndezeven times and
opened his eyes. God had heard Elisha’s prayethandd was raised
from the dead (34-37). Gehazi called the womahdadom to receive
her son. She was no longer clutching Elisha’s fagtfalling at his feet
and bowing to the ground (27, 3Her son was alive! | guess there
were many ‘Hallelujah’s’ rising to heaven that day.

15



12 JULY 2 Kings 4:38-44

What? Shall | set this before one hundred men?

There was a famine in the land when Elisha retutioe@ilgal to
instruct the sons of the prophets. The prophetitsidervant to prepare
a stew for them and one of the men went out toegdtarbs and found
some wild gourds which he harvested for the stemone realised that
these gourds were poisonous but as soon as they the stew, they
realised that it was deadly. They cried out to liistelling him that
there wagleath in the potElisha told them to bring him some flour
which he put into the pot and the Lord miraculoyslyified it (38—41).

There was a man who loved the Lord in Baal Shaliaitawn which

had added to its title the name of the god, Baal.brbught twenty
barley loaves (the first-fruits of his harvestBissha. The first-fruits of
the harvest were normally given to the priests (ens 18:13;
Deuteronomy 18:4-5) but this man would not supgasse who had
compromised with Baal worship. He rightly prefertecsupport a true
servant of God and his companions. There is a priatiple here for
us today. Christians are finding themselves indrefy isolated

because so many churches have departed from theAsithe Lord

prospers us, we should prayerfully support those atte faithful to

God'’s Word rather than prop up apostate churches.

Elisha instructed his servant to feed the one hachdnen with them.
Though the servant had seen the stew miraculousifigd, he was
lacking in faith and said\What? Shall | set this before one hundred
men?’(43). Five of these small loaves would have only é@e man
but God promised that all would be fed and thatehgould be a
surplus. This miracle reminds us of the feedinthefmultitudes by the
Lord Jesus when there was a surplus (Matt. 14:13t282-39) We
may criticise Elisha’s servant for his lack of faih, but there are
times when we too fail to trust the Lord. If your faith is at a low
ebb, think about the Lord’s mercies to you in the pst and look to
him. He is still the same and he will not fail you!

16



13 JULY 2 Kings 5:1-4

A young girl from the land of Israel

Life for those who loved and served God had beew déficult in
northern Israel in the years leading up to the stipiof Elisha. They
had been relentlessly persecuted when King Ahgmeei and idolatry
was rampant. We must always remember, however, Goal is
absolutely sovereign and this is seen through@upéges of the Bible.
He is sovereign over all nations and individuals.

Naaman the Syrian had everything that many peopék sifter —
success, wealth and popularity. He was a naticgral, ibut his life was
blighted by leprosy which was a dreaded and indardisease in those
times. There is a very important item of informatio verse 1By him
the LORD had given victory to Syrialehovah, the true and living God
had given him victory. God is sovereign!

God also uses the tragedies and set-backs indifeark out his
glorious purposesiVe know that all things work together for good to
those who love Go(Romans 8:28)A young girl from the land of
Israelhad been taken from her family as a captive teaSkter parents
were probably among the godly remnant in Israel mag have lost
their lives in the Syrian raid on their country€llbord had a wonderful
purpose in the sad and perplexing events that llxéislfamily. The
witness of the young girl to Naaman’s wife (1-4)sviastrumental in
the commander of the Syrian army coming to faitkhim living God.
John Ryland (1753-1825) wrote these words shoftiy his wife had
died in childbirth:

Sovereign Ruler of the Skies
Ever gracious, ever wise,

All my times are in thy hand,
All events at thy command.

We must never forget that God is in sovereign conti of all that
happens to us. This is a great encouragement, esia#ly when we
are baffled and bewildered by personal loss, hearthe or tragedy.

17



14 JULY 2 Kings 5:1-8

He shall know that there is a prophet in Israel

The grace of God is truly wonderful in reachinglafids of people.
Naaman, the commander of the Syrian army, hadactetd leprosy but
the Lord used this affliction as a means of brigghaaman to himself.
There is a contrast in these verses between tiheofia young girl from

the land of Israebnd the lack of faith in the king of Israel (Jedno).

It appears that the young girl was treated veryl wethe home of
Naaman. She showed no antagonism toward the Syhase army
had brought such unhappiness to her. Had she b#éerf lbitterness or
self-pity, she would have been a poor witness tdfdith in the Lord.
She showed concern for her master and mistredsein difficult
situation and they responded to that concern. Si&aonvinced that
God was able to heal Naaman through the ministBlisha.We must
show a genuine interest in people and concern foném if we are to
be successful witnesses.

Naaman went to Israel laden with great richekéiope of rewarding

the prophet for curing him of his disease. The gsslking of Israel did
not welcome his visitor from Syria thinking that&man’s impossible
request was an excuse for picking a quarrel with.Aihe Syrians
obviously imagined that the king of Israel wouldrenand the prophet
to heal Naaman (4-7). Though he was aware of thghet Elisha, he
did not trust in Elisha’s God. The young girl knévat there was a
prophet in Samaria who could bring healing to Naanvghen Elisha
heard of the king’s distress, he sent a messag&tteaman should be
sent to him that he shoukthow that there is a prophet in Isrg@)).

Most of us feel inadequate when we speak to otbfetse Lord but he
often uses a weak and faltering witness to accamplis purposest
is an awesome thought to realise that men and womaine lost and
perishing without Christ, but that we know the answver to their
need.
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15 JULY 2 Kings 5:9-19

Now | know

Naaman had to learn a fundamental lesson about T3ad.lesson is
that his thoughts and ways are different to oungfimts and ways (cp.
Isaiah 55:8-9). He was angry that Elisha did note&do speak to him
personally. He wanted some dramatic display of &pdwer and was
enraged at the prophet’s instruction to dip sewaes in the Jordan.
The Bible does not inform us where Elisha was kedat this time, but
the Jordan is about 20 miles (32 kilometres) fram&ria, the capital
of Israel (10-12).

Proud Naaman needed to be humbled if he was to Kaod: J.B.

Phillips wrote that such people usually ‘set ughieir minds what they
think God ought or ought not to do, and when heaggqtly fails to toe
their particular line they feel a sense of grie\&@nN@OUR GOD IS TOO

SMALL) quoted by Dale Ralph Davis. Naaman'’s servantBthyg

pointed out that if Elisha had told him to do sonneg great, he would
have gladly complied. When he was persuaded thidgs God’s way,
he was healed (13-14).

If you are not a Christian, could it be that yowyrd heart needs to be
humbled? You may insist that you have your ownsddzout God (and
so do many others), but if those ideas are notetlegealed in the
Bible, you are wrong and ignorant. You cannot cam&od except
through the Lord Jesus Christ who sdyam the way, the truth, and
the life. No one comes to the Father except thraugh(John 14:6).
The apostle Paul wrotéThe message of the cross is foolishness to
those who are perishing, but to us who are beingdat is the power

of God(1 Corinthians 1:18).

Naaman returned to Elisha sayifigdeed, now | know that there is no
God in all the earth, except in Isradll5). He was also to find that
God's grace is free and unmerited when the propdfased his gift.
He began to discover that we serve a wonderfulaamesome God.
Do you know God? Is he real in your life and expeence?
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16 JULY 2 Kings 5:20-27

All is well

Gehazi had shown little faith in an incident re@adn the previous
chapter (4:43). Here, he showed himself to be atoms hypocrite. He
was puzzled that Elisha could have acquired greatttvfrom Naaman
but had shown no interest in the Syrian’s offer)(2e dreamed of
wealth, of possessing fine clothes, olive grovaseyards, livestock
and servants (26). He was determined to obtain stoimg from
Naaman and he concocted a story to achieve hioperp

The Lord Jesus saitfake heed and beware of covetousness, for one's
life does not consist in the abundance of the thhhgpossessed’uke
12:15). Scripture has many other warnings agdmstin (eg. Exodus
20:17; Joshua 7:21). Covetousness is dangerousidedaleads to
other sins:

* Gehazi treated God with contempt. He swore byntmae of the
Lord saying,as the LORDlives’(20; cp. verse 16), but he did not think
that God could see his wicked deeds. He was atsdsifoto think that
he could deceive Elisha.

* Hetold two lies to Naaman. Elisha had not semt imor were there
two sons of the prophets who needed changes ofegas(22).

We would never dream of bowing down to worship imags of
wood, metal or stone, but there is a more subtle fm of idolatry
which has ensnared many a Christian — covetousnefSolossians
3:5). This sin ruined Gehazi, leading him to lie and tedd.
Covetousness led David to murder (2 Samuel 12®). May be like
Gehazi and give the impression tlaltis well (22) but if you are
nursing a covetous heart, all is not well! Reperd senounce your
worldliness and learn to be content with the thitigg God has given
to you. Are you content or covetous®edliness with contentment is
great gain(1 Timothy 6:6).

| would not change my blest estate

For all the world calls good or great;

And while my faith can keep her hold

| envy not the sinner’s gold. (Isaac Watts)
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17 JULY 2 Kings 6:1-7

The iron axe head fell into the water

The sons of the prophets were godly men who weléirgt by Elijah
and then by Elisha. Their name does not indicate they were
children of prophets, but that they were servirgyltbrd, though some
may have had the prophetic gift. The incident iday's reading
probably refers to the community of these men wkoavin Jericho (cp
2:5). They had increased in number and neededrlprgenises. They
went to obtain timber for their new building frohretbanks of the river
Jordan, and Elisha was with them (1-4). As ona@ften was felling a
tree,the iron axe head fell into the watg). It would have been almost
impossible to locate and recover it from the muddgr bed and the
men were distressed because the axe was borrowisda Ilgodly
principle that we always take care of things thatherrow and return
them.

The axe head was miraculously made to float thrabghntervention
of the prophet and it was recovered (6—7). Theeevisal lesson for us
here: God is concerned with all that happens tsgheho belong to
him, however trivial some things may appear (cpttMav 6:31-34).
Are you beset by anxious thoughts? Perhaps your@uverought your
concerns to God in prayer because you think tlegtéine not important
enough for him%od is concerned for his children and he cares for
us (1 Peter 5:7). Bring those things that trouble gu to God in
prayer. He will not fail you!

If God, in such a small affair,

A miracle performs;

It shows his condescending care
Of poor unworthy worms.

Not one concern of ours is small,
If we belong to him;

To teach us this, the Lord of all
Once made the iron swim.

(John Newton)
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18 JULY 2 King s 6:8-23

Those who are with us

The Syrian king was repeatedly thwarted in hislegitans against
Israel because the Lord revealed them to Elisha passed on the
information to the king of Israel. The Syrian kingcame frustrated and
angry and he suspected that he had a spy in hiscoumn. One of his
servants had apparently heard of the reason fardbetinual failure
to ambush the king of Israel. He told his mastat Elisha the prophet
knew all that he said in private and was passintherinformation to
the king of Israel. The Lord was very graciousémding his prophet
with this vital military intelligence to inform thieol-worshipping king.

The Syrians heard that the prophet was at Do#taoyt 10 miles north
of Samaria, the capital of the northern kingdomey'kent troops to
capture the prophet, surrounding him and his s¢ataDothan (8-15).
The young man was terrified when he saw the Syaadgheir chariots
surrounding the city. Elisha said to the fright@yeung man'Do not
fear, for those who are with us are more than thake are with them’
(16). The prophet prayed that the Lord would opesneyes and his
prayer was answered. The young man saw the inVenaiiony of God
all around Elisha (17). The Syrian army was tempbrdlinded
through another prayer of the prophet and the és$pdoldiers were led
into the city of Samaria. The king of Israel wantedill them, but on
Elisha’s instructions he spared them and fed thEmey returned to
their own country to leave Israel in peace for @ewi8-23).

How could Elisha remain calm in the face of suchgta (15-16)? He
knew that he was surrounded by God’s army (17)taatlno harm
could befall him except by God’s permission. Do yeel threatened?
Are you fearful? If you belong to God, you havensed to fear. Take
time to feast your soul on Psalm 91. Be encouraged worship and
adore your great Goéor he shall give his angels charge over you, to
keep you in all your way@salm 91:11)Why are we often fearful?
We do not spend enough time in the secret place thie Most High
(Psalm 91:1) and we forget abouthose who are with ugl6).
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19 JULY 2 Kings 6:24 to 7:2
Windows in heaven

The Syrians did not respond well to the kindnesswshby the king of
Israel to their troops. They took all of their armayinvade Israel and
they besieged Samaria. The siege of Samaria leddespread

starvation. Money was of little use and it tookmaadl fortune to

purchase the head of a donkey, an unclean animhétdews (eighty
shekels of silver is almost a kilogramme). Dovepgiags, probably a
derisive term for weeds lacking in nutrition, wetlso sold at a high
price (about sixty grammes of silver; 24-25).

A woman called upon the king for help as he walkegbugh his
besieged city. He confessed his own helplessnga®tide food. The
woman then told him her distressing story. Sherhade a pact with
another woman to kill and to eat their own songylivere so desperate
to survive that they resorted to cannibalism. Tleenan had killed her
son and had shared his flesh but the other wontahédr son so that
he was not killed (26—-29).

The king was deeply moved when he heard the wonstoty. He
blamed Elisha for the calamity brought about by 8yians and
vowed to kill him (30-31). Elisha had previouslydithe king of Israel
not to destroy the Syrian soldiers when he had taehis mercy (22).
Elisha had nothing good to say about wicked kirfgpdem (32) but he
had a great message of hope which promised an ahoedf food
within twenty-four hours. The king’s officer refuséo believe the
prophet and saidl.ook, if the LORD would make windows in heaven,
could this thing be(7:1-2). Elisha told the unbelieving officer tint
would see this provision with his own eyes, butwoeild not eat of it.
There is a great spiritual famine throughout the vorld but God is
able to change things in an instant. Let us pray nmth that he will
be pleased to open heaven’s windows and send usivav.

Revive thy work, O Lord.

Thy mighty arm make bare,

Speak with the voice that wakes the dead,

And make thy people hear! (Albert Midlane)
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20 JULY 2 Kings 7:3-10

A day of good news and we remain silent

There were four leprous men who were not allowed the city of
Samaria because of their disease. They knew tegtwiould die of
starvation if they remained at the gate of Samathay decided that it
would be better to surrender to the Syrian armthenhope that they
would not be killed but fed. The meose at twilight to go to the camp
of the Syriangnd found that it was deserted (3-5).

God had previously struck Israel’'s enemies witindiiess (6:18) and
he now worked to confuse their hearing. He caukethtto hear the
noise of a great army and they thought that theg kihlsrael had
enlisted the help of powerful neighbouring staléserefore they arose
and fled at twilight, and left the camp intagith treasure and great
stores of food and clothin®—8). At the same time, twilight, the four
lepers began to walk to the camp (5).

The lepers were amazed to find the camp desertesly feasted and
then went from one tent to another, gathering upash treasure as
they could carry, to hide it away. They then reslithat they had a great
responsibility. They must share their good newshwite starving
people of Samaria. They said to one anotkiég,are not doing what is
right. This day is a day of good news and we remsdent’ (9). They
returned to the city and told the gatekeepers togl ews (10).

The leprous men would have been selfish and heatrifiehey had not
taken their good news to the suffering, tragicebglered city. They
certainly expected God to judge them if they reradisilent (9)We
have the most wonderful news in all the worldWe have news of a
Saviour who died to save poor, needy sinners; wke again to give
pardon and eternal life to all who trust in himopke around us are
perishing in their sin without our Saviour; we most veil our gospel
(good news) from them (cp. 2 Corinthians 4% know that we are
not doing what is right if we remain silent. Can we dare we, be
ashamed of the gospel of Christ (Romans 1:16)?
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21 JULY 2 Kings 7:11-20

... according to the word of the@rD

Elisha’s message for the king the previous day lbeh that there
would be an abundance of food within twenty-fouufs(1). On
hearing news from the gatekeepers that the Syhadsleserted their
camp, the king did not recall the prophet’s messHgewvas convinced
that the Syrians had set a trap for him. His so¢dand the starving
people of Samaria would leave their city to obtaiod, only for the
Syrians to walk in after them (11-12).

The king sent men in the direction of the Syriampaand they
discovered that the message of the lepers wastquéeThey returned
to report the good news to the king (13-15). Thapfeeleft their city
to plunder the tents of the Syriai®0 a seah of fine flour was sold for
a shekel, and two seahs of barley for a shekebrdowny to the word
of the LORD (16).

The unbelieving royal officer was trampled in thusir of the people
coming out of the city. Elisha’s prophecy that hed see there would
be plenty of food within twenty-four hours but tih&would not eat any
of it, was fulfilled (16—20). Dale Ralph Davis ptsnout that this
tragedy was brought about by the man’s own unbelief

The lesson that is driven home by these versdsaisGod’s Word is
true: ... according to the word of thedRD (16) ... just as the man of
God had said17) ... just as the man of God had spoken to the king
(18). We reject the warnings of God’s Word at oerilpSee that you

do not refuse him who speaftsebrews 12:25). | personally know of
people who have mocked the Word of God and rejettecho have
later died in tragic circumstancdsurge you to take seriously what

the Lord says. If you have never repented of youris or called
upon God for forgiveness, do so today. The Lord wihot turn you
away. He will hear your prayer.

25



22 JULY 2 Kings 8:1 -6

Now it happened as he was telling the king ...

Dale R. Davis suggests that the events of 2 Kihggpter 5 came later

in Elisha’s ministry, hence Gehazi had not beeuc&twith leprosy at
the time of the incidents recorded he®EKINGS - ‘THE POWER AND
THE FURY, page 131). The Lord had already richly rewarded the
Shunammite woman for her kindness to Elisha (4:3-a8id now he
took care of her during a time of famine. Theseseggialso teach us that
God is absolutely sovereign over nature and ovar.rhe sent the
seven years of famine to Israel (1-2) and his gomdidence was
displayed in the way that he dealt with the Shuné@mand her son.

The woman had gone to the land of the Philistines€tisha’s
instructions for the duration of the famine. On return to Israel, she
found that her house and land had been confiscaitter by the
crown or by someone who had no right to it. Hegptiwas so
desperate that she was obliged to appeal to tige Kime Lord was
wonderfully working in all these events. He caufezlking to enquire
of Gehazi concerning the miraculous ministry ofsk&. At the very
time that Gehazi was telling the king about thesrag of the
Shunammite’s son from the dead, they walked in¢oplaceNow it
happened, as he was telling the king how he hadress the dead to
life, that there was the woman whose son he hatbred to life,
appealing to the king for her house and for heidl&b).

Can you imagine the amazement of the king and Giehtathe
appearance of the woman and her son? She tookeugidty and the
king’s heart was prepared to act on her behalfotdered that all her
property and any gains made in her absence beredsto herGod
prepares the way and goes on ahead of all those wlowe him and
obey him.Now it happened .(5). God is behind all that *happens’ to
us. Many Christians can testify of God’s workingthreir lives in
similar fashion. We know that God exists and traishpersonal and
real. Hallelujah!

True religion’s more than notion;
Something must be known and felt (Joseph Hart)
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23 JULY 2 Kings 8:7-15

The man of God wept

Elisha was respected as a prophet beyond the boesad Israel and
his counsel was sought by the king of Syria whewéet to Damascus.
Ben-Hadad (the name means ‘Son of the Mighty’) iasd he sent
to Elisha asking him to inquire of the Lord to fifiche would recover
from his sickness (7-8). The king was a cruel tyvaeimo knew about
God'’s power (1 Kings 20) and had seen it in thdihgaf Naaman, in

revealing his plans for battle to Elisha, and ia iinding of his army
which rendered them helpless (chapters 5 and @)}Heelad was more
concerned for his physical well-being than for wedfare of his soul.
His heart was hardened! He sent Hazael to enqtiiEdisha on his

behalf. We can understand the yearning for those avk very ill to

know recovery and to survive, but how terribly $hdt so many of
them have no desire to repent of their sin ancetaght with God.

Elisha’s told Hazael to tell Ben-Hadad that he waecover from this
illness, but he added that the king would die. Hhz#hose name
means, ‘God sees’ did not see his own potentialWiokedness. The
prophet made Hazael feel uncomfortable and ashasée stared at
him with a fixed gaze and wept. When Hazael askedwhy he was
weeping, Elisha told him that he would commit tblei atrocities
against the people of Israel. Hazael protestedithatould not be able
to do such a thing but the very next day, he medlars master (9—-15).
Hazael knew that he would be king of Syria (1 Kidgsl5) but he was
not prepared to wait God’s time. Hazael had a treamus heart and he
should have recognised that God sees not only eeaidbut also the
intentions of our hearts (cp. Hebrews 4:12).

The man of God welil). Elisha was a tough, rugged character, but
he had a heart full of compassion in the face ohdmu suffering. He
wept over the plight of the people of Isra@le do not weep enough
for those who are lost in their sins and we are afh so cold in our
prayers. May God give each one of us a heart which is mavita
compassion for those who suffer and perish witl@uist.
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24 JULY 2 Kings 8:16-29

For the daughter of Ahab was his wife

Our attention is now directed to the southern kiorgpdof Judah.
Jehoram (not to be confused with the king of Isteegring the same
name) was a very wicked man who reigned for eiglairy. He killed
all his brothers after he became king and led Jud@hidolatry (2
Chronicles 21:11). The dynasty of the house of Dalaserved to be
cut off because of this wicked man, but God haderacovenant with
David that his descendants would rule over his [gefop ever (18-19;
the human descent of the Lord Jesus came fronnthef David).

No one can defy God and escape his judgment! The later struck
Jehoram with an incurable disease which led torg painful and
gruesome death (2 Chronicles 21:4,18-19). His reigm also marked
with revolts against his rule by Edom and Libnaf<22). Jehoram
had a good father but a bad wife fer the daughter of Ahab was his
wife (18). His life was marred by Athaliah whose infhge was far
greater than that of his father. Jehoram would lyalhdve known
Athaliah but for the foolish friendship of Jehoshapwith Ahab
(2 Chronicles 18:1-7). This wicked woman also hacal influence
over her son, Ahaziah, who succeeded Jehoram gsdéidudah
(25-27).

| plead with those of my readers who are single. Beery careful
and prayerful in your choice of a marriage partner.Be sure to seek
the Lord for a godly partner in marriage. | am not suggesting that
every non-Christian is evil in the Athaliah senket if they do not
belong to the Lord, you must not marry them. Manyoang person
who once appeared to be keen to serve the Lorddhtied into
spiritual apathy and worldliness after marryinguarbeliever. The
Bible is quite clear in its warnings against sudinaleg. Deuteronomy
7:3-4; 2 Corinthians 6:14-15). If you marry an uléeer or a
professing Christian who shows little desire toagke God, your life
will be sapped of its spiritual vitality.
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25 JULY 2 Kings 9:1-13

That | may avenge the blood of my servants

Elisha sent one of the sons of the prophets tonadeihu as King of
Israel. He instructed the young man to performcremony in secret
and then to leave in haste (1-3). Jehu commandeggrwho were
defending the strategic town of Ramoth Gilead agfaiihe Syrians
(Ramoth Gilead was near to the border of Syrians®g, page 13). The
young prophet anointed Jehu and gave him a me$sagehe Lord.
‘You shall strike down the house of Ahab your mgstat | may avenge
the blood of my servants the prophets, and thedbtd@ll the servants
of the LORD, at the hand of JezebdB—7).

Jehu’s officers saw the hasty departure of thelpband commented
that he was a madman. They asked Jehu the purpdise waisit but
were not satisfied with his evasive answer. Theggdhim to tell them
the truth and he told them that he had been artbedeking of Israel
at the command of God. They placed their garmemteiuhim on the
steps as an act of homage and they acknowledge@ditineir king
(11-13).

Ahab and Jezebel had murdered many godly peopl¢éhandord was
not indifferent to their wickedness. He had senjallto Ahab to
pronounce their doom and Ahab had already diechénrhanner
prophesied (1 Kings 21:19-24; 22:37-38). Jehu wad'sschosen
instrument to destroy the remainder of this wickadily.

There are many who scoff at the teaching of thdeBibat God will
avenge the bloodf his people but they are perverse in their rafts
submit to the teaching of the Bible. God is jusd &e will avenge his
elect (Luke 18:7-8). His martyrs cry out in heaven divine
vengeance where God is praised because he putigiseswhaave
shed the blood of saints and proph@®velation 6:9-10; 16:5-6lf.
you are suffering for your Christian testimony, donot retaliate, but
commit your cause to God (Romans 12:19-21).
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26 JULY 2 Kings 9:14-26

Jehu ... shot Jehoram between his arms

King Joram of Israel (also called Jehoram, nogtednfused with King

Jehoram of Judah; cp. 1:17), had been injured ftiebagainst the

Syrians and had returned to Jezreel to recover lfierwounds (14-15;
cp. 8:28-29). Jehu went to Jezreel where King Attapif Judah was
visiting his wounded relative. The city watchmanrmead them of the

approach of Jehu and his company. Joram sent &nggEssto enquire
if Jehu was coming with peaceful intentions. Thadefected to Jehu
and then a second messenger did the same.

Joram and Ahaziah went out in their chariots totnrdedu. They met
him on the property which Ahab and Jezebel hadededdter plotting

the murder of Naboth (16—21). Joram and Ahaziametitheir chariots
to flee when they discovered that Jehu was nothoarand of peace.
Jehu ... shot Jehoram between his arms and thevazaone out bat his
heart (24).His body was thrown into the field of Naboth.

Joram had seen the power of Jehovah throughoutlga and the
futility of Baal worship. Seven years of his twelyear reign were
blighted with famine but Baal was supposed to gotga good
harvests (8:1). Joram had witnessed or was awareratles through
the ministry of Elisha (3:9-24; 5:1-19; 6:8-23; 420). He was
fascinated by the miraculous ministry of Elisha aodght to know
more from Gehazi (8:1-6); it is obvious that hghly esteemed the
prophet. God was gracious and kind to Joram bukihg did not
forsake his wicked ways and he died in his sin§«3). There comes
a point where opportunity to repent of sin andttmishe Lord is taken
away.If your heart is not right with God, | urge you to seek the
Lord while he may be found (Isaiah 55:6—7). Tomorrav may be too
late!

There is a line by us unseen,

That crosses every path;

The hidden boundary between

God’s patience and his wrath.
(Joseph Addison Alexander)
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27 JULY 2 Kings 9:27-37

Who is on my side?

When Ahaziah king of Judah saw what had happendéhoram, he
fled for his life. Jehu pursued him and killed h{&v; 2 Chronicles
22:1-9). Jehu then went to Jezreel to deal witbhisz

Jezebel was defiant to the end! She came to a @alandow and

addressed Jehu as a murderer. She would havethaate had killed

her son Jehoram. She also called him ‘Zimri’ (arotarmy officer

who had assassinated his king; 1 Kings 16:8—10) dealled to those
in Jezebel's palacéWho is on my side?(32). The eunuchs who
responded to his call were ordered to seize Jezetukto throw her
down from the window. Jezebel was trampled undehtirses of Jehu
and his men, and the dogs ate her flesh, justighBad prophesied
after she had organised the murder of Naboth (33+&ings 21:23).

The Lord does avenge his elect Romans 12:19)!

Those who were with Jezebel could no longer remeirtral. They had
to choose whether to give their allegiance to Jelzefto JehuWe too
must respond to the call of the Lord. Are you on I side?If you are,
seek first the interests of the kingdom of God &atl a godly life
(Matthew 6:33).

Who is on the Lord’s side?
Who will serve the King?
Who will be his helpers
Other lives to bring?
Who will leave the world’s side?
Who will face the foe?
Who is on the Lord’s side?
Who for him will go?
By thy call of mercy,
By thy grace divine,
We are on the Lord’s side;
Saviour, we are thine.

(Frances Ridley Havergal)
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28 JULY 2 Kings 10:1-17

Come with me, and see my zeal for theRD

Ahab had seventy sons living in the capital citySaimaria and Jehu
challenged them to choose one of these sons toeieking and to
lead them against him. They had no stomach foricomfith Jehu and
promised to serve him (1-5). He then sent thenttarlenstructing
them to prove their loyalty by killing all of Ahabseventy sons; they
were to bring their heads to him the following dBlyey knew that they
had no option but to obey him if they were to séngr own lives.

When the rulers of Samaria delivered their gruesoargo to Jehu
who was in Jezreel. He reminded them that God pallen through

Elijah regarding Ahab’s household. It was in Jelztkat Naboth had
his vineyard and he was murdered a the behestzebé¢ (1 Kings

chapter 21). The prophet's message of judgmenbied fulfilled. He

stated a very important principl&now now that nothing shall fall to
the earth of the word of theORD’ (10). The Lord’s warnings of
judgment are not empty words. What he says isangewe must take
Scripture seriously. Jehu went on to kill all tleg@aintances of Ahab
in Jezreel as well as the priests of Baal and Adhétl).

The brothers of king Ahaziah of Judah were on tivaly to visit Joram
and his family in Jezreel, unaware of all that hagpened to their
relatives. Jehu met them and slaughtered them1t®el@). He met
Jehonadab and ascertained that the man was truientoHe then
beckoned him into his chariot sayingGome with me, and see my zeal
for the LORD (16). He wanted Jehonadab to see the thorouglofiess
his purge of Ahab’s family and the worship of Baal.

Jehu was zealous in his mission to destroy thedimid of Ahab but
he did not obey the law of God (29—-3%e must beware of pride!
We may want everyone to think that we are wonderfuChristians
and yet be lacking in full obedience to God’s willlt is good to have a
zeal for God but we must beware of boastlrgt. another man praise
you, and not your own mou(Rroverbs 27:2).

32



29 JULY 2 Kings 10:18-36

But Jehu took no heed to walk in the law of theRD

There were no half-measures with Jehu in his zealestroy and
remove the religion of Baal from Israel. He gatiieadl the people
together, and said to ther\hab served Baal a little, but Jehu will
serve him much(18). He pretended that he wanted to make a great
sacrifice to the idol and called for a solemn agdsgrto which all the
worshippers of Baal in Israel were summoned. Thepte of Baal was
filled and Jehu ascertained that there were nolwapsrs of the Lord
among them. He then ordered his troops to kiltredl worshippers in
the temple of Baal. The building was afterwardsedeated and
destroyed (19-28).

The Lord told Jehu that he had done well to obeayihidestroying the
house of Ahab and promised that his descendant&dweign over
Israel to the fourth generation (30). All was mall, however. Jehu
allowed idol worship (of the golden calves) to d¢oné at Bethel and
Dan (18-29). He purged Israel of Baal-worship bibhd not purged
his own heart from sin. Moreover, he did not lea@ad-fearing life:
But Jehu took no heed to walk in the law of tb@h God of Israel with
all his heart(31). He had earlier boasted of his zeal for thedL(16)
but it was a zeal that lacked wholehearted obedieHe had obeyed
the Lord in one thing (the destruction of Ahab'sikehold) but he had
not forsaken the sins of Jeroboam, the first kimgrahe northern
kingdom. Sin does not go unpunished and the Lavddit the Syrians
against Jehu to take some of the territory of I1j2&-33).

There is a warning for every Christian in these veses. — We may
hate false teaching and be very zealous for corredbctrine while
failing to be holy. We must not only proclaim what is not acceptable
in teaching and practice. We must also be posibydiving in
obedience to the will of God and in loving our ée#-believers!
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30 JULY 2 Kings 11:1-16

He was hidden with her in the house of the®RD

I reminded you in the notes for 24 July that gddtyg Jehoshaphat of
Judah had been very foolish to cultivate a clasadiship with wicked
Ahab of the northern kingdom. His son married Alsatbaughter,
Athaliah, and this led to disastrous consequenoeshie cause of
righteousness and truth. After Jehu had killed Adtaand his brothers,
wicked Athaliah killed all the royal heirs, exceJgash, * and seized
the throne. Joash who was only a year old at ima, twas rescued by
his aunt, Jehosheba. She was also a daughterabdeland Athaliah,
but she had married a godly priest, Jehoiada (2iities 22:11). She
was a brave woman whom the Lord used with her mdha thwart
Athaliah’s desire to obliterate the royal linde was hidden with her
(his nurse)in the house of thedRD for six yearg(1-3). Dale Ralph
Davis writes concerning Jehosheba that God ‘haidthesservant he
wanted in just the right place at that very tinf2’ KINGS: THE POWER
AND THE FURY, page 172). We may find ourselves in difficult
circumstances but God is with us working out ingmses in our lives.
How wonderful!

Satan has opposed the Lord from the beginning dhdliah was his
willing tool. God had purposed and promised that Kiessiah
(‘fanointed One’) would come through the royal logfé®avid (2 Samuel
7:16; Acts 2:29-30), hence Jesus is sometimesd;atlee Son of
David’ (Matthew 21:9). Athaliah was unable to destroytladl royal

heirs because God's purposes cannot be thwartedamadnis promise
be broken (Psalm 33:11; Isaiah 14:24,27).

Jehoiada the priest made careful plans for thenadian of Joash and
the overthrow of Athaliah; this plan was carried ioLthe seventh year
of her reign (4-12). The wicked queen cried 6Ligason! Treason!’
before she was slain (14) but she had herself gagty of treason,
treachery and mass-murdévhen all seemed lost, God had Joash
safely hidden away. We must never lose heart wheratan appears
to have the upper hand. The Lord is always in contil!

*  Joash is sometimes referred to as ‘Jehoash’ @R;1,
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31 JULY 2 Kings 11:17 to 12:3

A covenant ... that they should be th®RD’s people

Jehoiada was a spiritual giant whom God used togosipiritual
reformation to Judah. He put his own life at gresit when he sheltered
the young prince in the house of the Lord and wherenlisted the
support of the army to overthrow Athaliah (11:3-@nder his
influence, the people removed Baal worship fromldrel after the
death of Athaliah (18).

Then Jehoiada made a covenant between g®D|the king and the
people, that they should be theRD’S people(17). This was a
commitment to forsake idolatry, to follow God anBley his
commandments. Every Christian has also been bronighé covenant
relationship with God through the blood of the Ldesus Christ (Luke
22:20; Hebrews 8:6-13). We are not our own but leen purchased
at great cost and we must always seek to glorifg @oour lives
(1 Corinthians 6:19-20).

Covenant means commitment! The New Testament taf@sgranted
and teaches that Christians will become commitbeal thurch where
they place themselves under pastoral care and vedaithful
instruction in the Word of God (Acts 2:41-47; Helesel3:7,17).
When we become church members, we identify witbcallbody of
God’s people. We involve ourselves in practical iBtian
fellowship and service. If we move home to liveamother part of the
country, we should always be sure that we go ®ilivan area where
there is a good church for us to join, where tHadBis faithfully taught
and applied.

Jehoash did what was right in the sight of tr@RD all the days in
which Jehoiada the priest instructed h{@®:2). One man, Jehoiada,
had a great spiritual impact in Judah! The histafrthe church tells a
similar story. Men such as Athanasius, Augustinghkr and Calvin
were used by God to change the course of his¥any.may not be a
great Christian leader, but if you are faithful to God, he will use
you and bless your witness to those around you.
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