29 APRIL Revelation 12:7-17

And war broke out in heaven

And war broke out in heavg(@). The archangel Michael leads the
angels of God to attack the dragon and his evil angels (7; cpelDani
12:1; Jude 6). Hendriksen rightly points out that this ‘battle in heaven
and the hurling down of the dragon are not to be understood literally.
Satan is hurled down from heaven in this sense, namely that he has lost
his place as an accuser of the brethrIOKE THAN CONQUERORS

page 141). Christ conquered Satan and his evil forces through his death
and cast them out (Luke 10:18; Hebrews 2:14).

The Lord Jesus also satisfied the justice of God so that ginityers
could be freely pardoned and saved. Satan’s adoasahagainst us
now carry no weight (10; Romans 8:1, 33-34). Christian, you belong
to God’s kingdom. The people of God share in Christ’s victogne
though Satan may kill them. They overcome the great drhgdhe
blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not
love their lives to the deathil). Is it any wonder that heaven rings with
joyful praises (10,12)?

Satan does not accept that defeat. He continues to attack the ctdirch a
individual Christians (13-17). The devil knows that he ¢y a short

time (12). He failed to destroy Christ and now he attacks the woman
(the church) with great wrath (12-13). God protects and nourishes his
church, frustrating every devilish attempt to rhier (14-16). The
devil then turns his attention to individual Christiatie(rest of her
offspring17; cp. 1 Peter 5:8WWe are not defenceless, however. Let

us be vigilant and put on the whole armour of God Ephesians
6:10-18).

Be thou my shield and hiding place, that, sheltered near thy side,
I may my fierce accuser face and tell him thou hast died.

O wondrous love! to bleed and die,to bear the cross and shame,
That guilty sinners, such as I, might plead thy gracious name.

(John Newton)

The notes for 30 April are included with those for May
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Dear Friends

| have amended the Bible notes files for April andyMeving
discovered several errors:

1. | had omitted the reading for Psalm 69:21—-36hia notes for
March. The notes for this reading are on the next page.

2. | had two readings for 9 April. The first reading | have now shown
as a morning reading, the second as an evening reading.

Alec Taylor
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28 APRIL Revelation 12:1-6

A male child who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron

We now move into the second half of Revelation wheeesee that
behind the conflict between the church and the worttiesconflict
between Christ and Satan. This war on earth (eg. 11:7) has a heavenly
dimension (verse 7; cp. Ephesians 6:12). This chapter sets thmee sce
before us:

1. Satan’s attempts to destroy Christ (1-6).

2. The expulsion of the dragon (7-12).

3. Satan’s attacks on the church and individual Christians (13-17).

The first scene is set in heaven where John firstesawman clothed

with the sunThe moon was under her feet and she was crowned with
twelve stars but she was in much pain as she was about torgfive lai

child (1-2). The woman represents the church from both Old and New
Testament dispensations and was seen here in legdspr (1; cp.
21:10-14; 1 Peter 2:9; Exodus 19:5-6; Isaiah 60:2; 62:3). The church
on earth appears to be weak and she is despised, but she is in heaven
radiant and glorious. The male child is Chmgto was to rule all
nations with a rod of iror{2,5,10; cp. 2:27; Psalm 2:9). He comes
through an earthly line (Romans 9:5; Galatians 4:4).

John then sawa great, fiery red dragon having seven heads and ten
horns, and seven diadems on his hg&)sThe dragon ighat serpent

of old, called the Devil and Sat48,9). When Satan rebelled against
God and fell, he had with himthird of the stars of heaveayast army

of demonic angels (4; 2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6). He wads\tourthe child.
There has been conflict between Christ (the seetth@fvoman,
Genesis 3:15) and the serpent from the beginning, but Christ emerges
victorious. The Old Testament records many Satattecks on the
Jews and on the royal line of David from which the promised Saviour
was to come (eg. 2 Kings 11:1-3). As soon as hebmas, Herod
sought to kill him (Matthew 2:13). After his deatihd resurrection
Christ ascended to heaven and now he reigns (59.1R60 days
represent the gospel age (Bhe church is secure despite the fierce
hostility of Satan and his attacks upon us (6). Let us take heart!
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27 APRIL Revelation 11:14-19

You have taken your great power and reigned

The first woe is described in chapter 9:1-12 amsticond woe in
verse 13. We are now informed thhe third woe is coming quickly

(14). When the seventh seal was opened, there was silence in heaven
(8:1) but after the sounding of the seventh trunthete were loud
voices in heaven saying,he kingdoms of this world have become the
kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign for ever and
ever!’ (15). They were rejoicing in the triumph of Godeoall his
enemies. When Christ returns, he will crush all his enermiesver.

The emphasis in these verses is on the joy of the redeemedtinatine

the misery of the lost at the final judgement.

The twenty-four eldersome down from their thrones and fall on their
faces to worship God (16). These elders are the redeemed ofsll age
(see notes on chapter 4). Heaven resounds witprdise of God’s
people. They rejoice in the eternal God, sayiidg give you thanks

... because you have taken your great power and rdigidg). The
anger of the godless nations does not intimidate God who will destroy
them (18). When God judges the dead he will rewartdonly the
prophets but also the humblest saint who fears his name (18). All tha
we have done for the Lord — in the home, in the local church or in our
place of work will be remembered and recognised.s€heho have
suffered for their Christian testimony, those who have spent ours
praying for God’s people and for the lost will all be rewarded. What a
glorious day awaits those who love the Lord!

The ark of the covenant of God was seen in the temple and this speaks
of his covenant and his presence among his people. The future of the
ungodly is full of gloom, however. They will suffer terror and natural
disasters before the last judgement (I™)ristian, do you love the

Lord for all that he has done to save you from such a dreadful end

and for giving you everlasting glory and joy? How is this love seen

in your life?
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This reading and notes were omitted from notes in M arch
2015 — Psalm 69:21-36

| will praise the name of God with a song

David now prays that God will deal with his enemies so that they wil
reap the evil that they have sown. They had poisoned his food and he
prays that their table may become a snare before them (21-22). They
had sought to destroy him and he prays that Golpwilir out his
indignation on them (24). Verse 25 is quoted in Nexw Testament

with reference to Judas Iscariot (Acts 1:20) andee 22 to 23 are
guoted to show the rejection of Israel by God (Romans 11:9-10).

David prayed that his enemies wole blotted out of the book of the
living, and not be written with the righteo(8). Does this mean that
saved people can be lost? Not at all! It is obvious that his esenaire

evil people and not right with God. Many who oppose the Lord and his
people are very religious and consider themselves to be numbered with
God’s people but they are lost (John 8:39—-45). The child of God cannot
lose his salvation. Those whose names are written in the Lamb’s Book
of Life (Philippians 4:3; Revelation 21:27) canr® lost (cp. John
10:27-29).

We should seek God because he does hear us in our need (32-33). The
psalm ends with a note of confidence in God for expected deliverance:

‘I will praise the name of God with a song, and will magnify him with
thanksgiving(30). Our praises please God more than religious ritual
(animal sacrifices are given as an example in verseDgilyou ever

break into songs of praise to God for his goodness to you, for his
mercies in answering your prayers?0ur sincere, heartfelt praise
brings others to magnify God when they hear what he has done for us.

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven,
To his feet thy tribute bring;
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
Who like thee his praise should sing;
Praise him! Praise him!

Praise the everlasting King! (Henry F. Lyte)



REVELATION

In the latter half of the first century AD the clobrsuffered great
persecution at the hand of Roman emperors Nero (fron64Dand
Domitian (AD 81-96). The book of Revelation is foli help and
comfort for persecuted and suffering Christians. Satan and his helpers
seemto be victorious over Christ and his church, bungisi are not
what theyseem.Jesus is Lord of lords and King of kings and he will
overcome all his (and our) enemies (17:14; 19:11-s2& William
Hendriksen’s commentary on RevelatimQRE THAN CONQUERORS
pages 8-9).

Revelation is one of the most difficult books of the Bible to undedst

and because of this it is little read. Even theagi®®eformer John
Calvin is reputed to have said that he did not write a commentary on the
book of Revelation because he did not understand it. The problem that
we face is that of interpreting the rich symbolism founchim thook.

Some symbols are clearly explained to us (eg. the seven stars and the
seven golden lampstands, 1:20) but others are open to widely differing
interpretations. Many of the symbols come in groapseven, eg.
seven seals, seven trumpets, seven bowls. The mwsaben which
speaks of completeness is found 54 times in Revelation.

There are differing methods of interpreting the book of Revelation:

»  The Preterist Viewwhich sees the book as having relevance only
to the first century AD with no prediction of future events. This view
can hardly be correct since the book calls itself a prophecy (1:3; 4:1).
* The Historicist View which sees Revelation as presenting the
course of church history from the first century AD to the endnoé ti
There are many variations within this view.

»  The Futurist View which places all that is described after chapter
3 to things that will happen at the end of the age.

* The Parallelist View which sees the rich symbolism in the book
as an expression of the conflict between God andrS& here are
seven parallel sections in the book, each spanning the entire @hristia
dispensation from the first to the second coming of Christ. These seven

4

26 APRIL Revelation 11:1-14

Great fear fell on those who saw them

This chapter is rich in its symbolism and the variety of intdgtions
among Christians testifies to the fact that it is not easyntierstand.
There are three sections:

*  The measuring of the temple of God (1-2).

*  The ministry of the two witnesses (3-13).

* The sounding of the seventh trumpet (14-19).

John was givea reed(a stick)like a measuring ro@énd the angel told
him, ‘Rise and measure the temple of God, the altar, andetwho
worship there.’"He was not to include the outer court which had been
given to the Gentiles who would tread down the holy city for forty-two
months (1-2). This situation continues throughdw gospel age
(represented bYyorty-two months’and its equivalent dbne thousand
two hundred and sixty days' three and a half years, 2-3).

Alun Ebenezer comments that ‘the two witnessesaacellective
symbol of the church ... They are identified as two olive trees amd tw
lampstands (11:4). They are identified like this because the church is
constantly supplied with the oil of the Holy Spirit and shows light to a
dark world like a lampstand. It reveals truth to aldidhat is being
deceived, showing them things as they really are. Christiartiseir

own cannot persuade anyone to turn to Christ. We are totally reliant on
the Holy Spirit. Only he can change a person’s heart, convince them of
their sin and show them the SaviolRE{ELATION, page 104).

The beast made war against the witnesses, overcame them atd kille
them. After three and a half days they were raised from the debd a
great fear fell on those who saw th€@). This is a short time in
relation to the gospel agddqrty-two months’).The witnesses were
called up to heaven. The church will rise againnfreeeming
destruction. The sounding of the seventh trumpet announced the final
judgement, but our attention is focused on the scene in heaven where
there is an outpouring of worship to God. His people are rejoicing in
heaven, safe at last and for eW#fll you be there?
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25 APRIL Revelation 10:1-11

It will be as sweet as honey in your mouth

There was an interlude between the sounding of the sixth andlseven
trumpets, just as there was between the sixth and sevent(cheaier

7). John had a vision in which he saw another mighty acrmgeing

down from heaven. This angel was a giant, having one foot on the sea
and the other on land. He welsthed with a cloud, and a rainbow was

on his head, his face was like the sun, and his feet like pillarseof fi
And he had a little book open in his hand. And he set his right foot on
the sea and his left foot on the lafit-2). The foot treading on
something is a symbol of submission (Joshua 10:24). The angel’s face
was a symbol of God’s holiness and the cloud ofndijudgement
(Psalm 97:2; Zechariah 1:15). God is absolutelyeseign over the
world (6—7). When the Lord Jesus comes again, he will be seen to be
sovereign (1 Corinthians 15:25; Philippians 2:9-11).

John was about to record the things that he sawnvaheoice from
heaven ordered him to refrain from writing (3—4). The angel swore by
God who lives for ever, and who created the world and all its specie
He said that the final judgement was about to falleee with the
sounding of the seventh trumpet (5-6). God may allow evil to have its
day (as seen in chapter 9) but he is in total control of the unividrse.
mystery of God would be finished, as he declared to his servants the

prophets(7).

John again heard the voice from heaven telling him to ttadadittle

book from the angel. John said to the ang&le me the little book.’

The angel told him to eat it, sayirij,will make your stomach bitter,

but it will be as sweet as honey in your mo(tb; cp. Jeremiah 15:16;
Ezekiel 2:9 to 3:4). The gospel message gives sweetness to those who
love it but it brings suffering when they proclaim it. Thisditdook is

the Word of God (cp. Psalm 119:103). The angel commanded him to
‘prophesy again about many peoples, nations, tongues, and Kirigs’

cp. chapter 17)You are now reading this prophecy. Pray that the

Lord will help you understand it and be encouraged by it.
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sections fall into two divisions, chapters 1 to 11, and 12 to 22. | favour
this view which is held by many Bible scholars (uing the late
William Hendriksen). | have sought to interpret the symbols in the light
of the teaching of the rest of the Bible. You may agree with my
views but please take the lessons of Revelation to heart.

Outline of Revelation (from Hendriksen)
A. The struggle on earth — chapters 1 to 11

The church persecuted by the world. The church is avenged, protected
and victorious.

1. Christin the midst of the seven golden lampstands 1 to 3.
2. The vision of heaven and the seven seals 4t07. 3.
The seven trumpets of judgment 8to 11

B. The deeper spiritual background
of thisigggle — chaps. 12 to 22

This is a conflict between the Christ and the dragon (Satamhich
the Christ, and therefore his church, is victorious.

4. The woman and the Man-child persecuted by the dragon and his

helpers (the beasts and the harlot). 12to 14
5. The seven bowls of wrath. 15t0 16
6. The fall of the great harlot and of the beasts 17to 19
7. The judgment upon the dragon (Satan) followed

by the new heaven and earth, new Jerusalem 20 to 22

There is a blessing promised for all who read the book of Revelation
and who keep the things which are written in it (1:3ayMhe Lord
bless us as we now turn to its pages.

Recommended books:—

More than Conquerors by William Hendriksen (all quotations from this
book are from the edition published by Baker).

Revelation by Alun Ebenezer (Evangelical Press)aljo$ollows
‘More than Conquerors’; it is a superb, easy to read commentdry, ric
in practical application for Christians in the twenty-first century.

Let's Study Revelation by Derek Thomas (Banner of Truth).



1 APRIL Revelation 1:1-4

Blessed is he who reads ... the words of this prophecy

The title of this book is taken from its opening wortise Revelation

of Jesus ChristGod the Father gave the Lord Jesus this reveléion
show his servants— things which must shortly take pla¢®. The

Lord Jesus gave this revelation to John through his angel who guided
the apostle through his visions of the things that are to happen (1; cp.
22:6,8). God the Father speaks through his &aml, who at various
times and in different ways spoke in time pasth®fathers by the
prophets, has in these last days spoken to us B bin(Hebrews
1:1-2). The Lord Jesus is later called in this b@die Word of God’
(19:13). The word ‘revelation’ in Scripture means an unveiling to show
us things which we would never discover unless God showed them to
us. William Hendriksen writes of this book, ‘It &srevelation or
unveiling of the plan of God for the history of the world, especially of
the Church’ MORE THAN CONQUERORSpage 51).

John’s greeting is to the seven churches which are in Asia (4) but the
message of the book is for every believer, as are the Nstariient
epistles (3; 22:18). There are seven beatitudethenbook of
Revelation (1:3; 14:13; 16:15; 19:9; 20:6; 22:7; 22:14). Isethink
about the first of these beatitud@®essed is he who reads and those
who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are
written in it (3).

We are blessed when we read the message of Revelation bedause it

a great encouragement to believers in troubled and discouraging times.

We live in a turbulent, uncertain world. Evil-doers have become mor
bold in their wickedness, there is widespread indifference to tipebos
message, the church is generally weak and despised. Asad/¢hiee
words of Revelation, our eyes will be turned to look on the Lord Jesus
who is our all-glorious, all powerful, all conquering Saviour who loved
us and gave himself to die for usis a great blessing to have our
gaze fixed on our glorious Saviour and to know that he has the last
word over evil and suffering.

24 APRIL Revelation 9:13-21
They did not repent

The four angels released at the sound of the sixth trumpet atteenot
same as those we read about earlier (7:1). These angels babhaed at
River Euphrates were evil angels and the river represented Assyfi
Babylon, symbols of this wicked world. They unleash war on the earth
and John saw a vast army of horsemen whose sole purpose was to Kill
and to destroy (the figure of two hundred million is symbolic). These
were not ordinary horses. They had heads like tlodsons; fire,
smoke and brimstone came out of their mouths. The horses are pictures
of war with its terrible weapons. They killed a third of the human race
(15-18).

Notice that these evil angels can do nothing until God permits. He had
prepared them for their destructive work and he ordered their release
(14-15). What does all this tell us? The Lord Jesus Christ brings wa
and disaster on those who rebel against him and pensecute his
people. This rebel world will not heed the Word of God or be warned
by the disasters that God visits upon them. They wakhow why

God allows suffering but they generally scorn any teaching that God
actually punishes sinners.

The survivors of the destruction described hidenot repenpf their
wickedness but rather became hardened in their Giod’s
commandments were broken as they persisted in thaiship of
demons and of useless idols and in their sins against their fellow-me
(20-21). Sin has such a hardening effect that even visitations of divine
judgement will not move impenitent hearts as Pharabold
demonstrates (Exodus 9:7,12,34-35).

In our godless society many people are turninghreligion of
demons — spiritism, astrology, witchcraft, new age religion, paganism
and other occult practices. At the same time th&@n increasing
disregard for the sanctity of human life, the sanctity of rageriand
honestyl et us be determined to shine as lights in the surrounding
darkness.
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23 APRIL Revelation 9:1-12

Men will seek death and will not find it

The opening verses of this chapter reveal a frightening and terrifying
picture. John sava star that had fallen from heaven to the easafter

the fifth angel had sounded his trumpet (1). This star is a pergen; it
Satan (cp. Luke 10:18). The devil was given the key to the bottomless
pit enabling him to release an army of locusts wluame from the
dense smoke belching out of the abyss. The description of the locust
army recalls Joel’s description of judgementtive day of the DRD
(7-10; cp. Joel 1:2—-4; 2:1-11). These were no argitocusts, but
were fallen demonic angels (2-3; cp. 2 Peter 2u4teJ6). The
bottomless pit is another name for hell (cp. Luke 8:31).

Satan, the demons and people who serve him can only do their terrible
work within the limits set by God. They were not allowed to harm the
land or the people of God (those who had the se@aoal on their
foreheads; 7:3jut only those men who do not have the seal of God on
their foreheadg4). They were permitted to torment their victims for a
set period (described d&e months, 4-5) but not to kill them. Satan,

the king over the demons is here described by arathme; the
Hebrew'Abaddon’ and the GreekApollyon’ both mean ‘Destroyer’
(11). The devil promises so much to those who will listen to hinméu

robs men and women of light, understanding, peace and joy.

In those days men will seek death and will not find it; thelydegire

to die, and death will flee from thef@). Any suffering and misery of
the ungodly on earth is only a small foretaste of the relentlasemor
that they will endure for ever in hell, the place prepared for the devi
and his angels (20:10,15; cp. Matthew 25:41,B¢re will then be no
escape from hell! If you are not a Christian, | urg you to forsake
your sin and to cry to God for mercy before it is 6o late.If you are

a Christian, you have a solemn responsibility tdkenknown the
gospel of Christ to those who do not know the Lord.
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2 APRIL Revelation 1:4-8

| am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End

The greeting to the seven churches in Asia be{@rsce to you and
peace’(4). Hendriksen observes, ‘Grace is God's favour given to those
who do not deserve it, pardoning their sins and bestowing upon them
the gift of eternal life. Peace, the reflection of the swil&od in the
heart of the believer who has been reconciled td thoough Jesus
Christ, is the result of graceMORE THAN CONQUERORSpage 53).

The greeting is from all three Persons of the Trinity (4-5). Look how
John describes the triune God:

* God the FatheHim who is, and who was, and who is to cowe.

are reminded that our God is eternal.

* The Holy Spirit ;The seven Spirit3.his speaks of the Holy Spirit

in all his perfection (‘seven’is the number of perfection).

* The Lord Jesusthe faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead,
and the ruler over the kings of the earte reveals the Father, he
conquered death, and he is the King of kings and Loddrdé (cp.
19:16).

John’s mention of the Lord Jesus Christ leads hirbreak out in
adoration of his precious Saviour. Jesus is the eternal, almighty God,
‘the Alpha and the Omeg#irst and last letters of the Greek alphabet),
‘the First and the Last{8,11,17; 22:13). This is a title of God (Isaiah
44:6). In this doxology John ascribes gleoyhim who loved us and
washed us from our sins in his own bl¢ée6). Alun Ebenezer writes,
‘Instead of God directing his anger at me, on the crassus Christ
was like a shield and turned that anger away from me. All my sith, gui
and shame were washed away by his bloREV/ELATION, page 30).

The world may hate us and deride us but we are loved by the almighty
King. He loved us enough to die on the cross to wash us and to free us
from our sins in his own blood. Not only that, lines made us kings and
priests to his God and Fathemd one day he will return for us (7).

you are discouraged, take heart and remember who he is who loves
you and cares for you. Let us now worship, praise and adore him.
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3 APRIL Revelation 1:9-13

| was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day

During the persecution instigated by Roman empBa@mitian the
apostle John had been banished to the island of Patmos in the Aegean
Sea (see map, page 11). He wrote to his persecuted reader8&bout
AD as theirbrother and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom
and patience of Jesus Chrig9). We must learn patience in affliction.
Suffering comes to every Christian in one form oother and in
varying degrees; it is part and parcel of the Christian lifegAdt22;
Romans 5:3-5). John would have remembered whatdhe Jesus
said to him and his fellow-disciples the night before he watured
and crucified on the cros$n the world you will have tribulation; but

be of good cheer, | have overcome the wg@ddhn 16:33).

The exiled apostle could not be with his fellow believers on the Lord’s
Day (the first day of the week) but he was able toshigr God and

pray. His persecutors had parted him from his church at Ephesus but
they were not able to separate him from his Sav(cpr Romans
8:35-37). He wa# the Spirit on the Lord’s Dayl10). Time and
suffering were forgotten as the Lord Jesus met with him, liftingisip

soul to hear the precious words. John heard a loud voice, like a trumpet
with which the Lord Jesus announced himselthesAlpha and the
Omega, the First and the La@t1; cp. verse 8). He told the apostle to
write in a book all that he was to see and to send that book tewvitie s
churches in Asia. Turning round, he saw the risealted Christ in

great majesty and glory (12—13). Alun Ebenezer writes, ‘What was true
when Revelation was written is still true today.dde still on the
throne. He is still the master of the universe. The bully in your school
your teachers and lecturers, your boss, workméaaesily, friends,
neighbours, the rich and famous, presidents, prime ministers, kings and
queens are all in his han®EVELATION, page 32).

In the Spirit on the Lord’'s DayHow do you spend the Lord’s Day?
Is it a delight when you eagerly go to meet with the Lord’s gople,
to worship God and to hear his Word expounded? Do you seek to
be in the Spirit or is your mind on earthly things?
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22 APRIL Revelation 8:6—-13

Woe, woe, woe to the inhabitants of the earth

The parallelism in the symbolism found in the book of Revelation is
seen by comparing the trumpets of judgement and the bowls of wrath
and their effects (chapters 8 to 11, 16).

1. First trumpet and bowl — judgement on land

2. Second trumpet and bowl — judgement on sea.

3. Third trumpet and bowl — judgement on rivers, etc.
4. Fourth trumpet and bowl — judgement on sun, etc.
5. Fifth trumpet and bowl — darkness and pain.

6. Sixth trumpet and bowl — River Euphrates.

7. Seventh trumpet and bowl — the end of the world.

Natural disasters are often called ‘acts of God’ anthsy are! The
judgements described in these verses took place when the Lord Jesus
opened the seventh seal. He is in sovereign cowtvel all the
universe. The judgements following the trumpets are more intense than
those coming with the first four seals (6:3-8). A third of thestrédee

sea, the rivers, the sun, moon and stars were oowhted with
judgement. Those who attack God’s church touch the apple of his eye
(cp. Zechariah 2:8). They will know the most feangoterror when

God strikes — scorching of the earth, disasters at sea, pollutimersf r

and inland waters. These judgements remind us of the plagues visited
upon the Egyptians when their king dared to opp®sd and his
people (Exodus 7:15-25; 9:22-25; 10:12-15, 21-23).

The naméWormwood’speaks of bitter sorrow (11; cp. Lamentations
3:19). Worse is to follow for the wicked however, and an angel (some
translations = ‘eagle’) cries out)Moe, woe, woe to the inhabitants of
the earth’before the fifth trumpet is sounded (13).

We should always view disasters and woes as a God-given reminder of
the uncertainty of life, and as an opportunity to repent of our sin before
it is too late. On once being told of a tragic etvehe Lord Jesus
warned his hearerdJnless you repent you will all likewise perish’
(Luke 13:3,5) Are you right with God?
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21 APRIL Revelation 8:1-5

The prayers of all the saints

The opening of the seventh seal introduces us to the seven trumpets of
judgement but there was firatsilence in heaven for about half an
hour. Such silence comes from awe in the presence of (Gpdp.
Habakkuk 2:20). John then saw seven angels and a trumpet was given
to each of them. Trumpets were sounded to summon an army to battle
but they are also associated with divine judgenfdoel 2:1). The
trumpets of judgement reveal that God is glorified in the judgement of
the wicked as well as in the salvation of sinners.

Before the angels sounded their trumpets, John saw another angel who
was given a golden censor and much inceneff¢oit with the prayers

of all the saints upon the golden altar which was before the tH{@ne

The rumbling of thunder, the lightning and the earthquake were given
as a token that God had heard their prayers (5; cp. 5:8).

It is a great mistake to imagine that only the dfgssand a few
outstanding Christians afgaints’. All Christians are described as
saints in the New Testament (Acts 9:13,32,41; Romans 1:7; Ephesians
1:1,15,18).The smoke of the incengging up to God witlthe prayers

of the saintspeaks of the intercession of Christ and of the Holy Spirit
for all Christians (4). Persecuted, suffering badiess do not cry out
alone to God in their anguish. The Lord Jesus prays for them and the
Holy Spirit intercedes for them, helping them in their prayers (Rema
8:26-27,34; Hebrews 7:25).

Who are the people with the power and influence intbdd? Are

they the world leaders, the media giants, the multi-millionaWésére

does the greatest power lie to brithginderings, lightnings and an
earthquakg5)? This power belongs to each Christian because he has
the ear of God. Your prayers can accomplish far more than any great
and powerful worldly person (cp. James 5:16). Does not this encourage
you to pour out your heart to the Lord, to bringuyavorship,
thanksgiving and needs before hitd8w highly do you value the
wonderful privilege of prayer?
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4 APRIL Revelation 1:12-20

His countenance was like the sun shining in its strength

John saw the Lord Jesus standing in the midst véseyolden
lampstands with seven stars in his right hand. 3ymabolism is
explained for us. The seven golden lampstands are the seven churches
of Asia and the seven stars are the angels (Greek = ‘messgnfthe

seven churches (12-13,16,20). Jesushis Son of Man’(13; cp.

Daniel 7:13-14; Luke 19:10), a title which speaks of his real humanity
as well as his deity (Matthew 26:64—65). Though ltled Jesus
became man and knew the limitations of human flesh (he is girtless
never ceased to be God.

Alun Ebenezer comments, ‘His hair shows us that he is the “ancient of
days” (Daniel 7:9), pure, eternal and wise; his eyes can seelengryt
even inside you; his voice is commanding and pouletike the
deafening roar of many waters, and shows his sovereign authority over
all the earth; his feet like bronze glowing in a furnace warn unssof
approaching judgement; a long robe reaching down to his feet was, in
those days, the mark of a person of distinction and shows the dignity
and honour of the Lord Jesus Chris®ElELATION, page 38).

His countenance was like the sun shining in its stre(fh Here is
splendour, majesty, power and burning purity. Johrs ga
overwhelmed by this vision of Christ that fedl at his feet as dead
(17). I once heard a religious broadcast in which a young woman ‘gave
her testimony’. She recalled how a friend told hbout ‘this guy
called Jesus’. To her, our glorious Saviour was jugug’, not the
majestic, almighty God. | felt, with great sadness, that she hattao

of who Jesus really is. John, who had been so close to the Lord Jesus
during his earthly ministry, had no sloppy, light view of Christ but was
awestruck and prostrate in his holy preseiicthe fear of God is
lacking in our approach to Christ, can we really say that we know
him?



5 APRIL Revelation 1:17-20

Do not be afraid

The Lord Jesus is so powerful but oh, so tender. He laid his hand on the
prostrate apostle and said to hiBg not be afraid, | am the First and

the Last. | am he who lives, and was dead, and behold, | am alive for
evermore. Amen. And | have the keys of Hades aaith'd@7-18).
Hendriksen observes, ‘Hades as used here ... mgrtiie state of
disembodied existence. It refers to the state attdevhich results

when life ceases and when body and soul separate. Thus Hades always
follows death (Rev. 6:8)’ MORE THAN CONQUERORSpage 57].

Jesus told John to write the things which he had seen and explained that
the seven stars in his right hand were the angels (or messengers) of the
seven churches. The seven lampstands were the sbueches to
whom the Lord Jesus would address his letters (20).

The Lord Jesus has conquered death and Hades (cp. Acts 2:27,31) and
he is able to deliver the believer from fearingnth& he persecuted
readers of Revelation at the close of the 1st ¢grAD needed to

know that Jesus who is awesome in his holiness and tyagealso
gracious and kind. He is alive for evermore and he sovereignly controls
all that will happen. This message is also very relevant tchaibtians

in the 21st century. Many Christians are being persecuted and languish
in labour camps or prison; many are being martyredy Tieed our
prayers, but nothing can separate them from the love of God.

He lays his gentle hand upon us and as we come to him, he says to us,
‘Do not be afraid.’Child of God, are you fearful? Remember who
loves you and cares for yolihe Lord Jesus is in control of all your
circumstances, and he still says to his troubled childrenust as he

said to John,'Do not be afraid.’
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20 APRIL Revelation 7:9-17

The Lamb ... will shepherd and lead them

In a second vision John sawgreat multitude which no one could
numberfrom every nation and tribe; the people were standing before
the Lamb with palm branches in their hands (a symbol of salvation, 9;
cp. John 12:13). This multitude in heaven is the elect, the redeeme
The angels surrounding them joined their adoration with a seven-fold
ascription of praise as they prostrated themselves before the (hpne
cp. 5:12). Hendriksen points out that each item of praise was preceded
in the Greek by the definite articlé&men!the blessing andhe glory
andthe wisdom the thanksgiving andhe honour andthe power and

the might be to our God forever and ever. Améie’ writes, ‘It
indicates that in the fullest, deepest sense these excellgreriain to
God, and to him alonglMORE THAN CONQUERORSpage 112).

The multitude is described as the orl@ho come out of great
tribulation’ (14). Alun Ebenezer writes, ‘This multitude consists
everyone who has trusted, does trust, or ever will trust in the Leud Je
Christ to save them. It is the same multitude whias once in a
pitiable state, the ones who have come out of ibelation (7:14).
This multitude was once a minority, marginalized, misunderstood and
mistreated by the world. ... The multitude includesall Christians
throughout church history; Christians today, inchgdme and you’
(REVELATION, page 82).

Jesus is calledhe Lamb of Godbecause he died to save sinners (cp.
John 1:29; 1 Corinthians 15:3-4). Only those who are redeemed by the
blood of the Lamb will be saved from the wrath & tLamb (5:9;
6:16).We have before us a thrilling glimpse of heaven. What comfort
there is here for the suffering child of God! The Lamb is our Shepherd.
The Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead
them to living fountains of waters. And God will wipe away every tear
from their eyeg17; cp. 20:4)This should cause our hearts to leap

with joy and to praise God. We have a wonderful Saviouand a
bright future. Hallelujah!
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19 APRIL Revelation 7:1-12

The seal of the living God

John saw two further visions before the openinghefgeventh seal
(8:1). In the first of these visions he saw fougals restraining the
north, south, east and west winds. These angels were about to unleash
destruction on the wicked. They heard the voicaradther calling

them to wait untifwe have sealed the servants of our God on their
foreheads’(3). Who were those from the tribes of Israel (-8
Christians are not agreed. Some believe them to be dls@eople
drawn from the Jews, the one hundred and forty-fitnmusand
symbolising completeness, while the great multitude (9) repredents a
the rest of the elect from every nation. | belig¢hat Hendriksen,
Brooks and Ebenezer are correct in seeing both groups as one and the
same. The church is the Israel of God (Galatians 6:16).

What is the significance die seal of the living Go(®)?

* Hendriksen points out that a seal protects against tampering — the
tomb of Jesus was sealed for this purpose (Matthew 27:66)alkdas

a mark of ownership (cp. Song of Solomon 8:6) anid used to
guarantee authenticity. Royal decrees were sealed with the gighet
king (cp. Esther 3:12).

»  Christians are also sealed in this threefold sense:— byatherF

so that we enjoy his protection at all times; bg ®on who has
purchased and redeemed us with his own precious bluddyathe
Holy Spirit (Ephesians 1:13) who certifies that we are children of God
(Romans 8:15)When God pours out his wrath upon the wicked at

the end of time, Christians will be spared (3). What a privilge it is

to have the seal of the living God upon us!

* Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that the 144,000 ararthinted class who alone
will go to heaven. All others who believe will livan earth for ever. They have
turned things upside down! The 144,000 are on eadhin heaven. In heaven
there is a multitude from every nation, tribe aadguage group which is so vast
that it cannot be numbered. There is no anointadschmong believers. All
Christians are anointed, all receive the Holy $pép. Romans 8:9; 1 John 2:20).
If we insist that the 144,00 is an actual numbermust also accept that they are
actually from the tribes of Israel and this exclsi@entiles.
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The letters to the seven churches in Asia

The messages to the seven churches (chapters 2 and 3) coviegdiffer
circumstances and problems which are still to be found in churches.
There is a similar pattern in each of the lettergh some slight
variation:

1. The address —Jo the angel of the church in ..(rhost scholars
believe that the angel refers to the pastor or leaders in each church).
2. Christ’s self-designation (each time taken from 1:12-18)YHeg.
who holds the seven stars in his right hand ...’

3. Christ's commendation -+know your works ...’

4. Christ's criticism, eg'Nevertheless | have this against you . ..’

5. Christ's warning, egRemember therefore ... orelse ...’

6. Christ’'s exhortation'He who has an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit says to the churches.’

7. Christ's promise, eglo him who overcomes | will give to eat from
the tree of life.’

In each church except Laodicea Christ finds something to commend. In
five of the churches he finds something to criticise (the excepai@ns
Smyrna and Philadelphia).
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6 APRIL Revelation 2:1-7

You have left your first love

The Lord Jesus commended the Christians at Ephiesuseir
perseverance in their work for him, mentioning this in verses 2 and 3.
Here was an active church which persevered in its work amesgt
despite false teachers who sought to infiltrate it. Thesplp tested
those who claimed to be apostles d&odnd them to be liarsSome
evangelicals are very critical of those who warn against fasghing

and criticise them for being unloving. The Lord Jesus commends this
church because it would not tolerate false teachrdsit hated the
deeds of the Nicolaitans which he also hated (2-3,6).

They loved biblical preaching and teaching at Episesnd were
practical in their faith. The Lord Jesus said terth however,
‘Nevertheless | have this against you, that you have left youldirst

(4). The church was busy and was sound in its doctrine, but the sparkle
had gone out of its love for Christ. How can we know if we have left
our first love?

* We do not long for personal communion with Christ apénd

time alone with him in prayer each day

*  We do not delight in the Word of God.

* We are not eager to be at the prayer meeting of the church.

»  Our Christian activity is motivated more by a sense of duty rather
than a love for Christ.

* We no longer give generously to the Lord’s work.

* We do not tremble at the thought of grieving the Lord through sin.
* We find greater pleasure in our hobbies than in seeking to know
the Lord better.

We may be highly respected in the church, faithfully serving God, but
our love for the Lord may have grown cold so that we do not delight
in him (it is possible to delight in God’s work withibdelighting in

God himself). If this is true of you, then hear therds of the Lord
Jesus;Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do
the first works, or else .(5). Have you left your first love?
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18 APRIL Revelation 6:9-17

The wrath of the Lamb

The sixth seal paints a vivid picture of the endloeg world with
upheavals in space and on the earth bringing teorafl classes of
people. Christians living when Jesus comes again will be taken up to
be with him for ever but for the ungodly it will b& day of
indescribable terror (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9).
The whole universe will be shaken with awesome cosmic disturbances
(12-14). Though there is much symbolism in the book of Revelation,
the Lord Jesus spoke of a terrifying and catastrophic cosmic upheaval
that will actually occur at the end of the age (Matthew 24:29-31; cp.
2 Peter 3:10-13).

All kinds of people, from kings to slaves, will Ise terrified of the
wrath of the Lamb that they will hide themselves. They will crytout
the mountains and rock&all on us and hide us from the face of him
who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! For the great
day of his wrath has come, and who is able to sta(&-17). It will

then be too late for them to repent. Too late to pray to God for mercy!
What a day of terrible despair it will be for those who had noaste

in seeking God’s mercy and forgiveness when theg Hze
opportunity! They will despairingly askiVho is able to standPerek
Thomas observes, ‘The question is not, “Will | survive the trouble that
lies in the world?”, but, “Will | survive the judgement of the Lanib?”
(LET'S STUDY REVELATION, page 59). The answer to the question,
‘Who is able to stand?s found in the next chapter. Those who have
washed their filthy, sinful robes in the blood bktLamb are seen
standing before the throne of God (7:9,14).

How is it with you if you are not a Christian? If you continue to refuse
to turn from your sin, and come to Christ for séilma, you will be
among those terror-stricken people when Jesusnetdif you die
before then, you will be raised to join them at the judgent@mt.be
sure that you are right with God! ‘The wrath of the Lamb’is too
dreadful to contemplate.
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17 APRIL Revelation 6:9-11

Those who had been slain for the word of God

The persecution of the church and the judgements described inthe firs
six seals will intensify before the Lord Jesus comes agaithérg will

be great opportunities to testify of Christ (cp.Keu21:9-13).
Faithfulness to God’s Word often leads to persecution. The opening of
the fifth seal revealethe souls of those who had been slain for the
word of God and for the testimony which they h@Hd They were
crying out from beneath the altar in heaven for God to vindicate them
and to avenge their blood on those who dwell on the earth (10). They
were each given a white robe which symbolised righteousness. Their
enemies would be punished once the roll of martyrs was complete (11)
Though their enemies had destroyed their bodies, they weumable

to destroy their souls (cp. Matthew 10:28).

What is the symbolism in these souls baingder the alta? The blood

of animals sacrificed to God was poured atthe base of the altar of

the burnt offeringLeviticus 4:7). The life of the flesh was seen to be
in the blood (Leviticus 17:11). The martyrs described in these verses
had offered their lives as a sacrifice for the sake of thesfjoBpey had
beenfaithful until death(cp. Revelation 2:10). Their blood had been
poured out as a drink offering to God (see Pawd'stimony —
Philippians 2:17; 2 Timothy 4:6).

Why were the martyrs crying for vengeance especially when they were
at rest in heaven? Should they rather have beeyingdor their
enemies as the Lord Jesus and Stephen had prayed for those veho kille
them (Luke 23:34; Acts 7:60)? William Hendriksen writes, ‘Does not
God himself affirm that the blood of his saints cries for iw(@enesis
4:10; Hebrews 11:4)? ... Unless full retributionreadered, God’s
righteousness and sovereignty will not shine forth in its full anféger
lustre. No, the saint in glory does not desire personal vengearyce
more than did Stephen, but he yearns for the coming of that great day
when the majesty and holiness, the sovereignty and righteousness of
God in Christ shall be publicly revealélORE THAN CONQUERORS

page 106).
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7 APRIL Revelation 2:8-11

Be faithful until death

The city of Smyrna (modern Izmir) rivalled Ephesus for importance in
Asia Minor. The letter to the persecuted churctsmyrna is the
shortest of the seven but it is the warmest in its condiaién. The

Lord Jesus;who was dead, and came to lifé&new all about their
suffering and the poverty that persecution had brought to them. He did
not encourage them to indulge in self-pity but reminded them that they
were rich (in spiritual possessions; cp. 2 Corinthians 4:16-17).

The Jews prided themselves on being children of Abraham but those in
Smyrna were the instruments of the devil in thespeution of
Christians. They wera synagogue of Sat4f; cp. John 8:39,44). The
believers in Smyrna were warned that the devil alasut to throw
some of them into prison but this testing would only be for a limited
period (described as ten days). The Lord Jesusipeahtthem,Be
faithful until death, and | will give you the crown of lif¢D). These
believers were faithful to God in the most harrowing winstances.

You may not be called on to suffer as they did but are you faithful to
God in all that you say and do?

Polycarp, a disciple of John, may have been the pastor of the church at
Smyrna at this time. Many years later (AD 155) the aged Polyeasp
burned at the stake because he refused repeated attempts by the Roman
proconsul to make him deny Christ and to say, ‘Caisshord.” He

said, ‘Eighty and six years have | served him, and he never did me any
injury: how then can | blaspheme my King and SavidWhen
threatened with burning, he replied, ‘Thou threattmme with fire

which burneth for an hour, and after a little while is extinguished, but

art ignorant of the fire of coming judgement and eternal punishment,
reserved for the ungodly.’

Christians in some countries are now sufferingilbérpersecution.
They are being imprisoned, tortured and put to death because they will
not deny the Lord Jesus. What do you know about them? When did you
last pray for themAre you faithful to the Lord Jesus?

13



8 APRIL Revelation 2:12-17

You hold fast to my name

Pergamos was the official centre of emperor worship in the prowince
Asia and is described as béinbere Satan’s throne is ... where Satan
dwells’; it was here that faithful Antipas was martyredsue
commended the church at Perganigeu hold fast to my name, and
did not deny my faith(13). They would not deny their Lord despite the
wickedness all around them or the opposition tartaristian
testimony.

When persecution failed to destroy the church, Satan changed tactics
and sought to seduce them away from Christ. They had among them
some who held the doctrine of Balaam who taught Balak how to entice
the Israelites into idolatry and sexual immoraliyumbers 25:1-3;
31:16). These people and the Nicolaitans encour&@jedstians at
Pergamos to attend the idolatrous, immoral banquets dfaahen.
Christ hates false doctrine and ungodly living dhd church at
Pergamos should not have tolerated these people . The risen Christ who
has a'sharp two-edged swordh his mouth (the Word of God —
Hebrews 4:12) warned that he would quickly come and fight against
them if they did not repent (14-16). He was warning of sudden disaster
if they did not deal with this problem in their midst and repent of their
compromise.

Notice again the reference to overcoming, as in the other lettaeg. W
great promises! To be nourished by Christ with ‘thdden manna’,

and to be given avhite stone’which stands for beauty, holiness and
purity. There is an urgent message for us in this letter. Satan is causing
havoc through increasing worldliness in the church. Many Christians
are falling into immorality; their homes are being broken up and thei
testimony is ruined. We must not allow the world to mould us in our
thinking and behavioukVe must always be watchful and prayerful

and remember that it is possible to hold fast to Christ's name even
where Satan dwells.
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16 APRIL Revelation 6:1-8

He went out conquering and to conquer

The Lamb then opened the seals, which speak of the persecution which
will continue against the church until he returns in glory and of God's
judgement upon the inhabitants of the earth. The four living creatures
said to John in turfCome and seeat the opening of the first four
seals. What are we to make of these seals which bring befatteeus
four horsemen of the Apocalypse’? The horse is a symbol of strength,
warfare, terror and conquest (see 9:7; 14:20; 19lakh 39:19-25).

God is sovereign in all this; he gives the horsemen their power (2,4,8)

1. Thefirstrider was on a white horse, having a bow and a ckbsvn.
went out conquering and to conqu@). Many commentators (eg.
Hendriksen, Ebenezer) identify the rider with therd. Jesus Christ
(cp. 19:11-16). Derek Thomas believes the rideeprasent Satan,
who often mimics ChristtET'S STUDY REVELATION, page 56).

2. The second rider on the fiery red horse with @agrsword
provides a picture of the hatred, war and destaunctivhich will
continue until Jesus comes again. It was granted toit@sto take
peace from the eartf#).

3. The third rider was on a black horse with a pair ofescal his

hand. The need to weigh wheat and barley speaks of famine and great
hardship when a day’s wage would buy only sufficient wheat for one
man, or barley for three people. Luxury items such as oil and wiree wer
plentiful (5-6) and the rich survived while the poor starved.

4. The fourth rider on a pale horse was nanehth’. The Greek

for pale, ‘chloros’, means pale green (cp, 8:7;)9the colour of
disease and death. Death cut down and Hades (the state of disembodied
existence) gathered the slain. They are not sovereign, however. They
were only permitted to operate within the bounds set by God and they
were given authorityo kill with sword, with hunger, with death, and by

the beasts of the eari8; cp. Ezekiel 14:21)These judgements
present a bleak future for those without Christ. There is hope ol

for those who belong to the Lord Jesus.
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15 APRIL Revelation 5:8—-14

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain

This wonderful passage of Scripture focuses our attention on thie La

of God as he is worshipped by the inhabitants @vea. There are
three great hymns of worship found in these verses.Lbh& Jesus
takes the scroll while the cherubim (the four living creatuaes) the
church of all ages, represented by the twenty-four elders, fall down t
worship him. Each elder has a harp and a golden bowl full of incense
which we are told represeritse prayers of the saint$he saints are

Old Testament and New Testament believers.

Why is the Lord Jesus worthy to take the scroll and to open its?sea
By his death and resurrection he has conquered Satan and all the dark
forces of evil (Colossians 2:15; Hebrews 2:14; hinJ8:8). He was
slain to redeem a people from every tribe, tongue, people amh nati
(9). Though redemption is worldwide in its scope, it is limited to God’s
elect. The Lord Jesus was slain to redeem sinners and all thbhas he
redeemed will be in heaven. The church will always have trilomati
and suffering but we must never forget that ourighty Saviour
reigns. He is in control of all things. He alonenisrthy to take the
scroll, and to open its seal9). We may suffer now but he has prepared
wonderful things for us and Hes made us kings and priests to our
God(10; cp. 1:6; Romans 8:18).

John then heard the second hymn; a glorious cholireaven was
singing the praises of the Lamb. Here is the gr&tag¢@er choir
numbering many millions. All the angels, the cherubim and the church
(the elders) are there, and one day we will be among them (&) E
creature in the universe was singing the third hymn (or doxology). The
Lord Jesus is worthy of our unceasing worship aradse (12-14).
Christian, doesn’t it make you long to see him and to be able to worshi
him in a sinless state®yone who can read these verses, and still
deny that Christ is God, is blind indeed. O come, let us adore him!

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive power and riches and
wisdom, and strength and honour and glory and blessing!
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9 APRIL (morning) Revelation 2:18-29

Hold fast what you have

Thyatira was a prosperous trading city which had trade guildissfor
occupations such as wool and leather working, dyeind pottery.
Membership of a guild was essential for work aradliing but each
guild had its guardian god. The feasts which members were expected
to attend were grossly immoral. Christians knew that to takerptue
idolatrous and immoral activities of the guilds was a denial ofsChr
but if they dropped out of their guild, they would lose their standing in
society as well as their livelihood.

The Lord commended those who had remained faitfdlhyatira,
whose love for him was expressed in faithful, peesag service.
They tolerated a wicked woman in the church, howeligened to
Queen Jezebel; cp. 1 Kings 16:31; 18:19; 21:25). This woman claimed
to be a prophetess who with her ‘words from the Lord’ encouraged the
Christians to indulge in the wicked activities of the trade gu@3. (
They should have realised that this so-called pebpss, whose
utterances contradicted God'’s written Word, was not a servant of God
but of Satan.

Christ, who haseyes like a flame of firg(18), warned that he would
surely punish this woman and her followers unlegy tlepented of

their deeds. The judgement would be so awesome that all the churches
would know that the Lord Jesusearches the minds and hearts’
(22-23). Sin in the church must not be tolerated,; it is not Christian lov

to ignore it but cowardice and unbelief.

Jesus urged the faithful ones who had not known the depths of Satan,
‘Hold fast what you have till | comég24—25). He promised that they
would then reign with him over the nations and vdobé giventhe
morning starthat is himself (26—-28; cp. 22:16). William Hendriksen
writes, ‘As the morning star rules the heavens, so beliavdrsule

with Christ’ (MORE THAN CONQUERORSpage 73)Let us hold fast

to what we have and resist every pressure to compromise -etle is

too much to lose!
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9 APRIL (evening) Revelation 3:1-6

You have a name that you are alive, but you are dead

The Lord Jesus had no commendation for the church at Sardis though
it had a reputation of being a ‘live’ church. The Lord, who knows our
works, viewed Sardis differently from the way men viewed her. There
is no mention of persecution or of heresy in the church but dhe L
Jesus said to therfiYou have a name that you are alive, but you are
dead’(1). A church may be busy with all manner of activity and offer
what is described as ‘lively worship’ while in reality being detwfiay

be correct in its doctrine and still be dead.

How was the church at Sardiead'?

*  Their works werenot perfeci‘complete’)before GodThe things
that they were doing were not promoting true spiritual growth.

» They were lacking in true holineséou have a few names even in
Sardis who have not defiled their garmef@s In other words, there
were only a few in Sardis who were leading godly lives. Those vého ar
comfortable with sin are ‘dead’ even if they appear to be alive.

The message of the Lord Jesus to this church was to wake up and to
strengthen the things which remained among them, that were ready to
die (2). They were exhorted to remember how they had received and
heard the truth and to repent (3). The Lord Jesamed them,
‘Therefore if you will not watch, | will come upon you as a th{8}:

This message had an added relevance because the city ofvaesdis
built on a steep hill. Its arrogant citizens hadhe past taken their
security for granted and the city had been taken twice through lack of
vigilance (in 549 BC and 218 BC).

The faithful in Sardis who had kept themselves unspotted would walk
with their Saviour wearing the white garments of glory. Themes
would not be blotted out from the book of life (4-Blo genuine
Christian can have his name taken from the book of life but we should
not be presumptuous if we are not godfigveryone in your church

were like you, would your church be dead or alive?
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14 APRIL Revelation 5:1-7

Do not weep ...The Lion of the tribe of Judah ... has prevailed

John saw in the right hand of God the Father, als¢Greek =
‘biblion’, 1). The readers in the seven churches would have recognised
that a ‘biblion’ sealed with seven seals was a will andtesht. When

the testator died, his will was opened when possible in the presence of
the seven witnesses who had sealed it. It was then read andkeits or
carried out.

The scroll seen by John represents God’s eternal plan and purpose for
the whole universe and of all its creatures throwgtnastory. If the

scroll remained sealed, God’s plan would not be carried out. The strong
angel proclaimed with a loud voice (so that everyone in the universe
could hear);Who is worthy to open the scroll and to loose its seals?’
(2). Johnwept muchbecause no one in the entire universe was found
worthy to open the scroll (3—4). The great warriors angsiof the

past, the wisest of men, the great philosophers all fail to respond. The
great religious leaders dare not come forward to take up the challenge.
None of the great saints are worthy, nor is Maryomhso many
wrongly honour as ‘the Queen of heaven'. Why is this? They &are al
weak, fallen sinners. The sinless angels who excel in strengtioare
worthy to open the scroll because they cannot possibly save sinners.

One of the elders comforted John, sayii not weep. Beholthe

Lion of the tribe of Judah ... has prevail@@nquered}o open the
scroll and to loose its seal$5). The Lion of Judah is the mighty
Messiah who comes from the line of King David and the tribe of Judah.
John then sees not a Lion, lautamb as though it had been sl&@).

The almighty, sinless Son of God humbled himsel dired as a
sacrificial lamb to save sinners. His seven horns signify his céenple
power and authority, and seven eyes indicate that he is filled lvaith t
Holy Spirit. John saw him approach the throne to take the scroll out of
the right hand of God the Father (7). He has all authtwitple the
universe according to God’s eternal decree (Mattig8a:138;
Philippians 2:9-11)He has prevailed; he is worthy of our love,
worship, and service.
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13 APRIL Revelation 4:8-11

You created all things, and by your will they exist

The cherubimfour living creaturey worship God day and night with
the refrain:

‘Holy, holy, holy,

Lord God Almighty,

Who was and is and is to come!’(8—9).

There is a hymn by Reginald Heber is based on this verse.

Alun Ebenezer comments, ‘It is impossible for a launbeing to
comprehend the holiness of God. It creates within us a séresge

and absolute nothingness. The holiness of God mlsans he is
completely separate from evil and sin. Because God is holy netcan
have any communion with sin (Job 34:10; Habakkuk3): He is
perfect. When a man or woman is confronted with the holiness of God
they have an overwhelming sense of impurity and an awareness of sin
(Isaiah 6:5). We are totally unworthy to stand in the presehdtis

holy God REVELATION, page 56). Much that is called ‘worship’ today

is nothing of the kind. True worshippers are in awe as they adore and
magnify the One who is holy and eternal and who created all things
(8,112).

The Bible has no place for the theory of evolutiGuod created all
things for his own glory (cp. John 1:3; Romans 11:36; Colossians 1:16;
Hebrews 1:2; 11:3)You are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and
honour and power; for you created all things, and by your will the
exist and were created.’

The Reformers always reminded themselves of thith wheir
watchword. ‘To God alone be the glory.” He wisely andeseignly
planned and made all things for his own glory. He alone is worthy of
our adoration, worship and praise.
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10 APRIL Revelation 3:7-13

| have set before you an open door

The city of Philadelphia (the name means ‘brothdolye’) was
established to be a centre for the spread of tlekGlanguage and
culture. There is no criticism of its church from the LordudeShrist
who has the key of Davithis key signifies the greatest authority and
power in the kingdom of God (7; cp. 5:5; Isaiah 22:22;). This church
was not strong; they had oraylittle strengthbut they had kept God’s
Word and had remained faithful to Christ. Spurgebserves, ‘The
Lord does not blame us for having little strength, but for having little
love, little faith, little zeal, little consecration’ (Seom number 1,814,
METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE PULPITVvolume 30, 1884).

This church may have been weak because it had few members and few
gifts, but Jesus encouraged théinmave set before you an open door,
and no one can shut if(8; cp. 1 Corinthians 16:9). Even the
persecuting Jews of the synagogue of Satan wouliub#led and
converted (9). Philadelphia was far more important as a centtieef
spread of the gospel than as a centre for GredkreuWhatever
setbacks we may suffer in the work of our church,tiis a great
encouragement to know that it is God who opens or closes doors.

The Lord Jesus also promised that they would be kept from the wave
of persecution that was to be unleashed on Christiashshaih those

who overcome would be made pillars in God'’s temple (10-12). This
speaks of God dwelling among his people and thkampdenotes
strength and stability. The name of God and of his city written upon us
speaks of our belonging to him as citizens of heaven (12).

There is no room for complacency even when God cends and
blesses us. We mukbld fastwhat we have (11; cp. 2:25) and never
release our hold on truth or godliness. When we recognise that we have
no strength of our own but are dependent upon God, we are able to go
through the doors which he opens for us (cp. 2 Corinthians 12:10).
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11 APRIL Revelation 3:14-22

Lukewarm

The apostle Paul had written to the church at Lesalimany years
earlier (Colossians 4:16) but they had drifted into spiritual dedlime.
Lord Jesus had no word of commendation for thisdhwvhich he
called’lukewarm’(16). They were not troubled by persecutors or false
teachers but their spiritual life was being draifgdukewarmness.
The church was situated in a very prosperous city and its mehdmrs
acquired all the material comforts that come witkalth. They had
deluded themselves into thinking that they wereitsgilly rich but
they were poverty-stricken (17). They boastédam rich, have
become wealthy, and have need of nothing’they did not recognise
that they weréwretched, miserable, poor, blind, and nakéd’).

The Lord Jesus was nauseated by their smug conmuip@nd was
ready to spew them out of his mouth. What had ledHis
lukewarmness? They had sought happiness in earthly possessions but
this had sapped their spiritual vitality and had stifled their love for the
Lord. Itis little wonder that this church was not persecutedabted.

They were no longer a threat to Satan’s kingdom aag were not
shining as lights in this dark world.

Laodicea was an important centre for banking américe, for
clothing manufacture and for its eye-salve. The Lord Jesus counselled
its Christians to buy from him spiritual gold, white garments to icove
their spiritual nakedness and for his eye-salvhdal them of their
spiritual blindness and lack of discernment (18).

We may be sound in doctrine and yet ‘heékewarm’. We are
‘lukewarm’ if we are not putting the Lord first in our livei§,we
neglect private prayer and the reading of God’s Word, if we have little
enthusiasm to meet with God’s people for worship and prayer. We are
‘lukewarm’ if we are living a lielf you are ‘lukewarm’, repent and
respond to the Lord as he knocks at the door of your heart (320).

18

12 APRIL Revelation 4:1-11

A throne set in heaven

We now come to a new section of the book of Revelation (chapters 4
to 7). We were reminded in yesterday’s reading that those who open the
door of their lives to Christ and overcome will be privileged tovit

him on his throne (3:20-21). John now saw anotloarda door
standing open in heavemd he hears the Lord Jesus, whose voice was
like a trumpet (1:10). Jesus called him up into hea\@yme up here,

and | will show you things which must take place after {fijs’John

was agairiin the Spirit’ and he savia throne set in heaverand the
dazzling splendour and awesome beauty of the Libkdned to
different jewels (2-3).

Notice how often John mentions the throne of Goh&aven
(seventeen times in chapters 4 and 5). Derek Thomas writes, tih@om
poverty-stricken state of the church below, Johgege is taken
upwards to things as they truly are. The upwareaegas often the
signal for a new perspective on things. John is being reminded that God
is in control. The church may be languishing; Satan may be doing his
worst; but God is reigning on high’'ET'S STUDY REVELATION, page

44).

John then saw twenty-four elders, each sitting ugpdhrone. They
probably represent the church of both the Old aeev Nestament
(there are twelve patriarchs of Israel and twelve apostlds church,

cp. 21:12-14). The four living creatures are cherubim (6-9; cp. Ezekiel
1:4-28; 10:20-22); these angelic beings guard the holy things of God
(cp. Genesis 3:24; Exodus 25:20).

The Lord God Almighty is sovereign over all the universe. He is in
control of all our circumstances. His throne towers abovall the
trouble and turmoil around us and he is graciouslyworking all
things together for good to those who love God (Romans 8:28he
LORDreigns, he is clothed in majegfysalm 93:1). Let us worship and
be encouraged!

19



