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1 APRIL Proverbs 16:1-15

In mercy and truth atonement is provided for inicfyi

Godhas made all things for himseltifut we may be puzzled thia¢ has
made even the wicked for the day of dddin John Gill wrote, ‘God
made man neither to save him nor to damn him, drubhiE own glory.
And it is secured, whether in his salvation or datium. Nor did, nor
does, God make man wicked. He made man upright.rivikes himself
wicked, and being so, God may justly appoint hinrdaenation for his
wickedness; in doing which he glorifies his justicgiote by Bridges in
his COMMENTARY ON PROVERBS page 228)All your works shall
praise you, O DRD (Psalm 145:10). He is glorified in his justice
(Revelation 19:1-3).

All God’s works shall praise him and he is glordfien his work of
salvation for sinnerdn mercy and truth atonement is provided for
iniquity (6). This does not mean that by showing mercy tamith to
others we can atone for our own sins. There areynkamd and
compassionate people who are not Christians, leirt kindness does
not atone for their sin. The basic meaning of tleedviniquity’ is
‘perversity’ or ‘crookedness’. We are all born watsinful nature and
our sin is enormous in the sight of God who is alisty holy; there
is no way we can save ourselves or atone for ihéS@ns 2:8-9; Titus
3:5). Left to ourselves we are without hope, batltbrd, great in mercy
and in truth, provides atonement.

God is so great in his love (Ephesians 2:4) thadrbeided for iniquity
by sending his beloved Son into this world to dietloe cross to save
sinners. The Lord Jesus took our sins upon hinsedtiffer for them
(1 Peter 3:18)Christ died for the ungodlfRomans 5:6). God’s justice
and his love are glorified in the punishment of ®a for our sinsAll
the paths of the @RD are mercy and trutifPsalm 25:10). Have you
departed from evil because you fear the Lord amdresce his great
name (6)Does the greatness of God’s mercy and love stir upyou

a sense of love and devotion to him? Come to the idonow with
your grateful praise and adoration.



2 APRIL Proverbs 16:16— 33

Whoever trusts in the @RD, happy is he

The value of wisdom is again emphasised (16) aecktis yet another
warning here against the sin of pride which leadddstruction and
spiritual ruin.Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit
before a fall(18-19; see also verse 5).

Many people engage in all manner of activitieshait search for
happiness, but there can be no lasting joy orfaatien if God is shut
out of our lives. The recipe for happiness is foumderse 20 —
Whoever trusts in thedRD, happy is heBridges writes, ‘To feel that
we know nothing, that we can do nothing, contrie¢hing; then to
look up to him as our supreme Good, and to trustds our only Friend
— when was such reliance and expectation ever posaied? We feel
that we, and all that we have, are in his handss Ehour peaceful
security. “I have had many things,” said Luthen fhy hands, and |
have lost them all. But whatever | have been ablplace in God’s
hands, | still possess.” In this quiet confidenee vave nothing more
to do with ourselves ... The soulis fixed in GHé.reigns over all with
an all-seeing eye, and an all-moving hand. Theddyfaith pierces
through the darkest cloud and reads God’s thougfigeace and love.
All the world cannot rob us of one word of God. Wdence may seem
to oppose his promises, but there is more realithe least promise of
God, than in the greatest performance of MG&@WNMENTARY ON
PROVERBS page 24}

We tend to associate fading beauty and diminisktrength with old
age, but where it is accompanied with godlinedssta special beauty.
The silver-haired head is a crown of glory, ifstfound in the way of
righteousnes$31). Old age has its limitations, but the Bib&enis us
to many examples of godly men and women who haal gigefulness
in their closing years (eg. Abraham, Moses, Simaod Anna) We
should not be depressed at the thought of growinddy but prepare
for it by walking with God day by day, serving himand trusting in
him. That is happiness indeed.



3 APRIL Prover bs 17:1-28

A friend loves at all times

We accept that silver and gold must be refineddd of dross, but the

Lord also refines the hearts of believers (3). éfmes us to purge away
the dross in our lives and the process is paihdaigh 1:25). If you are

passing through trial remember to look to your fmes Lord who leads

you in such a way to bless you and to fit you fisrdervice.

When through the deep waters | cause thee to go,
The rivers of woe shall not thee overflow;

For | will be with thee thy troubles to bless,

And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.

Those who are motivated by the love of God will seek to expose
their neighbour’s sins, but to quietly seek to lehd offender to
repentance (9-10). God is just and those who reesdtdor good will
reap a harvest of evil in their own household (13).

Friendship is a most precious possessfofriend loves at all times,
and a brother is born for adversifil 7). David proved this in his
friendship with Jonathan who was loyal to him déspiis father’s
hatred towards his friend. When David was a fugitivthe wilderness
of Ziph, Jonathan sought him oamd strengthened his hand in God
(1 Samuel 23:16). The apostle Paul was greatly bge@od but he
relied on fellow-workers in the gospel who wereoat$ose friends.
Those friends included Timothy and Onesiphorous wkee among
his most valued companions (Philippians 2:19-23,2%imothy
1:16-18). The new Christian needs friends to eragrihim, especially
when his old associates drop away because he avilbmger follow
their lifestyle. Paul found Barnabas a great enagament in this
respect in his early years as a Christian (Act$-28; 11:25-26). |
have heard believers complain about ‘unfriendlyrchas’. May that
never be true of our churcie all need friends and we need to be
friendly (18:24). Are you a friend who can be relid on to encourage
a fellow-believer in the Lord?



4 APRIL Proverb s 18:1-19

A brother offended is harder to win than a strongc

Most of us like tasty food but there is one tastyrsel that we must
always avoid. The words of a talebearer. Tteredike tasty triflesand

they go down into the inmost body (8). Do not emage gossips by
listening to them; such talk dishonours our testignand damages us.

There is a significance in many of the names foum&cripture,
especially the names and titles of God. His holgneaeveals his
character (cp. Exodus 3:13-15; Isaiah 9:6). Thergreat security for
the Christian in the name (character) of Go@he name of thedrD
is a strong tower; the righteous run to it and aede(10). The security
that we have in God is far greater than that ofritte man who trusts
in his wealth (11; cp. 1 Timothy 6:17). In uncemttimes we look to the
unchanging God whose love for us is always the sarhese strength
never diminishes (Malachi 3:6). When in need weklom Jehovah
Jireh, the providing God (Genesis 22:14). He isRather of mercies
and God of all comfort who comforts us in all ourbulation
(2 Corinthians 1:3-4).

Some of the most bitter and hurtful experiencesecarhen there is a
breakdown in trust between those who once wereeclosnds.A
brother offended is harder to win than a strong,cind contentions are
like the bars of a castlél9). Disputes may arise over something that
is quite trivial, but the consequences are ofteiogs. Invisible barriers
are erected that are like the walls of a castlgoli have offended
someone through sin or carelessness, you mustrppent and then go
to them and apologise. It may take time to win other offended
brother and to regain his confidence. If you aredfiended party, do
not nurse grudges which will take over in your kied keep you from
prayer and joy in the Lord. Seek out any who hatended you and
try to understand their point of view. Gently explaow they have hurt
you and pray for reconciliation.

Prevention is better than cure. Read Philippians 2—4 and act
upon those instructions.



5 APRIL Proverbs 18:20-24

He who finds a wife finds a good thing

There has been a terrible drift from the teachirfgonipture concerning
marriage and the home. Scripture teaches thatagaris honourable
(Hebrews 13:4) but many think that they know bettan our Creator;
they live together as man and wife and considerrmage as
unnecessarye who finds a wife finds a good thing, and olgdavour
from the IORD(22). Marriage involves the total commitment ehan
and a woman to each other. Bridges reminds usvdrae 22 must be
taken with limitation because ‘some find a crownthteir head, others,
rottenness to their bones (12:4)'.

If you are single how do you find a wife, a husband

* You must most of all be prayerful in your searad aommit your

way to the Lord (3:6; Psalm 37:5).

» Listen to the advice of godly parents or frienBamson refused
such advice and lived to regret it (Judges 14:1-3).

* Be sure that you look for someone who is a godiyistian. Do

they love the Lord and display the fruit of the 18birit? Do they seek
to work for the Lord in their local church? Do thegnt a home where
Christ is central? Beauty of character is far monportant than

physical beauty.

» Be sure that you have other common interestsamesind that you
can confide in each other. Lack of communicatiod emmmitment is

behind the breakdown of most marriages.

Our marriage partner should be our best humandrieut there is a
friend who sticks closer than a broth@4). The Lord Jesus is a never-
failing friend to all who trust in him and followrh. Christian, he loved
you so much that he gave his life to save you fyaur sin.If Jesus
is your dearest Friend, how often do you talk abouhim to others?
How often do you speak to him in prayer? Do you lo¥ to read
about him in the Bible? Do you make it your aim tgplease him in
all that you do?



6 APRIL Proverbs 19:1-29

His heart frets against the @RD

This chapter repeats many of the themes that we ladneady

considered as we have read through Proverbs. Wagara reminded
that those who pervert the course of justice wilesy be punished (5,9)
and we are encouraged to obtain wisdom (8). Thethd contrast
between a contentious wife and a prudent wife (43-\1/e are warned
against laziness (15,24), the need for parentaiglise of children

(18) and for children to honour parents (26). TloedLwill bless and
repay those who show compassion on the poor (17).

We must not blame God when things go wrong for esabse of our
own folly. If we continue in sin, we will bring daster upon ourselves.
The foolishness of a man twists his way, and hastieets against the
LORD (3). We have all met people who are quick todgsinst God and
blame him when things go wrong for them but theyeme¢hank him for
his blessings and goodness when all is going Wédl.also perverse to
blame God when we sin (James 1:13-14). Such andstbegan with
Adam (Genesis 3:12). We have no right to be angtty @od when we
bring trouble upon ourselves (cp. 2 Samuel 6:8¢ $bots poet Robert
Burns was perverse when he addressed God with wesks:

Thou knowest that thou hast formed me
With passions wild and strong;

And listening to their witching voice

Has often led me wrong.

We have only ourselves to blame for our sin.

We sometimes pass through perplexing times ofbaalat such times
we must remember that the Lord is in complete adraf all that
happens to us and that he is wise in all his wlagtsus never make the
mistake of the ungodly who fret against the L&xdd we know that all
things work together for good to those who love Godhose who are
the called according to his purpofeomans 8:28).



7 APRIL Proverbs 20:1-9

Who can say, ‘| have made my heart clean’?

The Bible contains many warnings concerning alastayink. Though
Christians differ on the rightness or otherwisdaling strong drink,
Scripture is very clear that drunkenness or drigktmexcess is sinful.
Do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipatidiut be filled with
the Spirit(Ephesians 5:18). We read in this chapter of Rtxs/&Vine
is a mocker, intoxicating drink arouses brawlingidawhoever is led
astray by it is not wis€l). Wine mocks when it causes people to lose
control of themselves so that they become an objedrision in their
drunken state. Look at the questions and the wgsnim chapter 23,
verses 29-35. Strong drink may also lead to brayviatthew Henry
comments, ‘When the wine is in, the wit is out, #melpassions up; and
thence come drunken scuffles, and drunken fraysdaumken disputes
over the cups.’

We should always seek to avoid quarrellgigce any fool can start a
qguarrel (3). The Christian must aim love peaceably with all men
(Romans 12:18; cp. Hebrews 12:14). We all fall slobrGod’s holy
standards and we cannot possibly cleanse ourdetrasin.Who can
say, ‘| have made my heart clean, | am pure fromsimy? (9). Those
who say that they have no sin show their ignorawicéheir own
deceitful hearts and of human nature. We cannot savselves by
leading ‘good’ lives or by ‘doing our best’ becawse cannot atone for
our sin. We are saved by grace and not by workbégipns 2:8-9).
Without the shedding of blood there is no remissibsin. The Lord
Jesus died on the crossitear the sins of margand his blood cleanses
us from all sin (Hebrews 9:22,28; 1 John 1:7).

How helpless and hopeless we sinners had been
If he never had loved us till cleansed from our sin!
(Arthur T. Pierson).
Are you trusting in the Lord Jesus alone to save yofrom your
sins? If you are not, | urge you to come to him sé&eéng his
forgiveness and cleansing from your sin. He will tn transform
your life and accept you into his family.

9



8 APRIL Proverbs 20:10-30

Do not say, ‘I will recompense evil’; wait for theORD

Human nature does not change with the passingnef Dishonesty in
the world of business was found in Solomon’s tinm s it is in our
day. Those who cheat by giving short weightare@bomination to the
LORD (10, 23) and buyers who defraud are no better (I4¢. gains
obtained by deceit may be sweet for a time but thiélysurely bring
trouble (17). Achan and Gehazi found this truéngirtown experience
(Joshua 7:21-24; 2 Kings 5:20-27). We must honad K& showing
integrity in every aspect of our lives. We are agaiged to avoid
gossips and are reminded that the dishonour ohfmiga great sin in
the sight of God (19-20; cp. Ephesians 6:1-3).

Christians are not immune from being hurt or iBdted (Matthew
5:11-12; 1 Peter 3:8-9) but we must never seekopaigevenge
(Romans 12:17-21Po not say, ‘I will recompense evil; wait for the
LORD, and he will save yo{22). Waiting for God implies patience and
it involves prayer and meditation on the Word ofiGBsalm 40:1). We
must commit our lives, our grief and hurts into trends of our wise
heavenly Father. To seek revenge is to displagkadéfaith in the good
providence of the Lord.

When we are old, diminishing strength makes useeé the physical
limitations of our age, but those who are eldedyéother advantages:
The glory of young men is their strength, and fhleredour of old men
is their grey head29). Those who are young face increasing pressure
to conform to the wicked trends of the world anejtheed our prayers.
A young person who loves and obeys God has th@gterserve the
Lord which the elderly no longer have, but godlynaad women have
so much to offer in their later years. They haveealth of wisdom and
knowledge gained by walking with the Lord and tteltowship and
counsel is precious. | know of people past the gfga@nety who are
great encouragers of young and old alike. Tbhegr fruit in old age
(Psalm 92:14)Let us all be determined to serve the Lord
throughout our lives!

10



9 APRIL Proverbs 21:1-12,30-31

The king’s heart is in the hand of the @RD

This chapter of Proverbs teaches a most impontadtt about God — he
is absolutely sovereign over all that happenseénuthiverseThe king’s
heart is in the hand of thedrD, like the rivers of water; he turns it
wherever he wishdgd). This verse reminds us of the farmer who uses
irrigation ditches to water his parched fields.islable to divert water
from one channel to another, turning it to flow wéwer he wishes it
to go. The Lord is in complete control of kings amations and
performs his will through moving upon the heartgtaise in power.
God prevented Abimelech, King of Gerar, from signf@enesis 20:6)
and used kings as instruments of judgment or m@engmiah 25:8-9;
Ezra 1:1-3). This does not deny human responsiblife are not
robots in the hands of God and we freely choosaimecision-making
processes (cp. Genesis 50:20).

The truth of God’s sovereignty encourages us ty foaleaders of

nations (1 Timothy 2:1-2). They are subject to @od they cannot do
anything that he is unwilling for them to do. Hes®ven wicked rulers
to further his wise and holy purposes. What wouwddtiee point of

prayer if God were a helpless bystander, unabiateyvene in the

affairs of men? He humbled the mighty King Nebuaheakzar of

Babylon so that he acknowledged God’s greatnesssanedreignty

(Daniel 4:34-37).

The wicked may plot against God but all their e¢fare futile (30; cp.
Psalm 2:1-3; 33:10-11; Isaiah 14:24,27). PharaoBgyfpt and
wicked Herod prove this. Our plans may be frusttabeit the Lord is
never overtaken by unforeseen events. This doesean that we
should not make plans or fail to be diligent in thiags that we do. We
are to use the means available but always commitvay to the Lord.
Derek Kidner comments (in his commentary on Prosjerlf verse 30
warns us not to fight against the Lord, verse atns us not to fight
without him.”God uses our disappointments and setbacks to
further his gracious purposes. Let us encourage ogelves in our
sovereign Lord and trust in him at all times.

11



10 APRIL Proverbs 21:13-3 1

He who follows righteousness and mercy finds life

The Old Testament prophets taught that religioheut righteousness
is a sham and that it is not acceptable to Godga@h 1:10-17; Micah
6:6-8). Righteousness is far more important tharaki(3). He who
follows righteousness and mercy finds life, riglt@wess and honour
(21). To be righteous fulfils our obligation to Gadd to be merciful,
our obligation to man. The Lord has been very nglr¢td us and he
also expects us to be merciful (verse 13). We aeciiul when we
help the poor and support needy fellow-Christianpriactical ways
(Colossians 3:12-14; 1 John 3:16-17). We are mdraihen we
forgive those who have sinned against us (Ephedi®2).

If you have no interest in following righteousneabg, question must be
asked, ‘Are you truly saved?’ The word ‘follow’ nesa‘pursue’. To
run after righteousness is a far more profitablespi than running
round in circles chasing after blessingke Lord Jesus saitbeek first
the kingdom of God and his righteousndsgatthew 6:33); this has to
be a priority with us!

Following righteousness means battling with remaimg sin,
shunning all that is harmful to our walk with God, spending time
with God in prayer, in reading his Word and obeyingit. If we
follow righteousness, it will show in our lives. &h.ord Jesus
promised,Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for rghisness,
for they shall be filled{Matthew 5:6).

God makes a great promise to those who follow gghsness and
mercy. They will findlife, righteousness and honoude not only
promises eternal life but a better quality of hiere on earth (1 Timothy
4:8). If we follow righteousness we will find it drbe able to lead a
righteous life in this wicked world and God will taur us (1 Samuel
2:30; John 12:26)To follow Christ means pursuing righteousness
and mercy. Whom and what are you following?

12



11 APRIL Proverbs 22:1-16

Train up a child in the way he should go

Reputation is importan good name is to be chosen rather than great
riches(1; cp. Ecclesiastes 7:1). The ungodly also reisegthis truth;
the men of Babel built their tower to make a namethemselves
(Genesis 11:4). Religious hypocrites also go taigengths to acquire

a good name (cp. Matthew 6:2,5). A good name withoe godliness

is useless (Luke 6:26; 16:15).

The enemies of the gospel may seek to destroy eputation by
slandering us, but this must not deter us fromitea&od-honouring
lives (Matthew 5:11-12; 1 Peter 4:14-16). A gootheawill support
our testimony before those who are lost (cp. 1 Tim@:7). We must
not, however, deny God or use flattery in ordepl@ase people (1
Thessalonians 2:4-5). We should rather aim to plehs Lord (2
Corinthians 5:9), and show a selfless love and eantor others (9).
A good reputation will then be gained and God Wil glorified
(Matthew 5:16).

We must never underestimate the influence of a gbdhome as we

seek to train our children in a hostile, godless wéd. Train up a

child in the way he should go, and when he is @dwil not depart

from it (6). Timothy was taught the Scriptures by his nestAnd

grandmother and this bore fruit in his life (2 Titmp 1:5; 3:15). John
Newton strayed far from God but he never forgotgbdly training of

his mother and he was wonderfully saved and useithdy ord. We

must pray with our children and show them thateheme two ways,
one leading to life and the other to destructiomitilew 7:13—24). The
rod of correction should be used when necessary {¥& must also
instruct our children by godly example.

How can you lead to Christ your boy

Unless Christ’s method you employ?

There’s just one thing that you can do -

It's let that boy see Christ in you.
(Author unknown — quoted by William Hendriksen,m@oentary on Gospel
of John, page 254 — published by Banner of Truth).

13



12 APRIL Proverbs 22:17-2 9

The certainty of the words of truth

We begin a new section of Proverbs with verse‘thé (vords of the
wise’) which runs through to the end of chapter 24.dfwant greater
faith in God we need to apply our hearts to hisWkedge and retain
his Word within us (17-19). There is a beautifuscigption of the
worth of Scripture here the certainty of the words of tru¢(@l). In his
great prayer to God the Father the Lord Jesus ‘¥aid; word is truth’
(John 17:17). Throughout the New Testament, Saeptudescribed as
the word of truth(2 Corinthians 6:7; Ephesians 1:13; Colossians 1:5;
2 Timothy 2:15; James 1:18).

The Bible is absolutely reliable because it is WWerd of God.All
Scripture is given by inspiration of Gd¢d Timothy 3:16; cp. 2 Peter
1:21). It containexcellent things of counsels and knowle@2@).
Scripture instructs us how to lead a God-honouaing happy life and
millions of Christians have proved its promised#true. The Bible
answers life’s most important questions: Is theralaighty, personal
God? Can | really know God? Why is there so mudfesng in the
world? Why did Jesus come into the world? Is tleepairpose to life?
Is there a life after death? Is there hope for me?

The Bible rebukes the lifestyle of the wicked ahdit hatred of its
teaching. The devil and many who are not Christetteck Scripture
at every opportunity. King Jehoiakim of Judah budrtres written word
of God that came through Jeremiah but he couldlestroy that word
(Jeremiah chapter 36). One of the earls of Roehasthe nineteenth
century led a very wicked and profligate life. Hadhno time for
religion but he later became a Christian. He usddyt his hand on the
Bible and say, ‘This is true philosophy. This ie thisdom that speaks
to the heart. A bad life is the only objection héstBook.’Let us seek
to know God’s Word better and give thanks that theLord has
made known to us'the certainty of the words of truth’.

14



13 APRIL Proverbs 23:1-18

Do not let your heart envy sinners

This chapter begins with a call for moderation @tieg (1-3) and a
warning against covetousness and miserliness (&€8pture teaches
us to have respect for the property of others. &mdandmarks marked
the boundaries of fields and evil men would ofteaksto remove such
landmarks in order to seize land for themselveph@ns and widows
were particularly vulnerable to such predators.draarks were to be
left intact and to remove them invited the cursesofd (10-11; cp.
22:28; Deuteronomy 19:14; 27:17).

The value of thérod’ is again taught in verses 13 and 14 (cp. 13:24;
22:15; 29:15,17). The old saying, ‘Spare the ratlspoil the child’ still
holds true! We must remember, however, that itnfusto chastise a
child in an angry manner. We must also recogniaettiere are other
effective forms of punishment (eg. depriving a wayd child of
privileges).

There are times when we may be tempted to envessnmho prosper
and seem to have little worry. We have struggleseeking to work out
our obedience to the Lord and we may be baffled disdppointed
when things appear to go wrong. Sinners may agpdaa without care
and they may be in better financial circumstanbes tve. The Word
of God says;Do not let your heart envy sinners, but in tharfef the
LORD continue all day long(17; cp. 24:1,19).

To fear God means to reverence him, to think muadua him, to
worship him, to praise him. Psalm 37 also urgesaigo envy sinners
and shows that trusting in the Lord, delighting selves in him,
committing our way to him, resting in him and wagipatiently for
him, is the antidote to such envy (Psalm 37:1-8.nAve peace with
God and we enjoy the special care of our lovingveely Father. We
have his presence with us and the privilege of praye have a
glorious future (18; cp, Romans 8:1&t us learn to count our
blessings and to have the praises of God on our ipWe will then
be kept from envying sinners.

15



14 APRIL Proverbs 23:19-35

Buy the truth, and do not sell it

The company that we keep affects our lives for gmoelil and we are
warned not to mix with drunkards and gluttons (2D~2Ne come
under many pressures to compromise vital Chrigtiatin. Verse 23
should be impressed on our hearts and fixed innoands: Buy the
truth, and do not sell itlt is wicked to exchange the truth of God for
a lie (Romans 1:25). Truth is not cheap. We mayeha\buy it at the
expense of friends, job, reputation or even lifeodgh costly, it is a
bargain because it never loses its value. It ikitimevledge of the truth
that brings freedom to sinners (John 8:32). Bridgeserves, ‘Those
who sell the truth, sell their own souls with {COMMENTARY, page
437). Dare we sell the truth for that of the so-callehristian unity

of the ecumenical movement or to gain acceptance tvimen?
Never.!Buy the truth, and do not sell itet us be bold and gracious in
proclaiming the truth of God and in living it out our lives.

There are more warnings in this chapter againstiisese of strong
drink. The person who is intoxicated with drinkrigphysical and moral
danger (29-35). Drunkenness is sin (1 Corinthiad®;6Galatians
5:21; Ephesians 5:18). It blocks the exercise tcatrol (a fruit of
the Holy Spirit — Galatians 5:23). Lot allowed hi® daughters to ply
him with drink and he was drawn into incest andychse (Genesis
19:32-36). No one who is now addicted to drink eméended to
become an alcoholic. Strong drink leads to povarg hurt (21,32).
Noah bore a faithful witness to God in a wicked amaent world
(Genesis 6:9-11) but after the flood he was enshlyedrink. The
company of drunkards and the self-indulgent isfaoChristians (20).
We should seek the fellowship of God’s people whgcprecious and
delightful (Acts 2:41-42; Hebrews 10:25).

We love the place, O God,
Wherein thine honour dwells;
The joy of thine abode
All earthly joy excels.
(William Bullock)
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15 APRIL Proverbs 24:1-10

If you faint in the day of adversity, your strengik small

We are again warnetho not be envious of evil me(l—2; cp. 23:17).
Those who would build a house must obtain bricksitan, timber and
other materials for the structure. Wisdom and kmalgke are just as
vital for the well-being of a home (3-4). We haveeady seen in
Proverbs that this wisdom comes through taking/tbed of God into
our lives and in obedience to God’s laws. The sanmciples also
apply to our own households which need to be litin the wisdom
of the Word of God. The church is described asidtspl house
(1 Peter 2:5) and a local church must be built watisdom,
understanding and knowledge if it is to prosper

Christians are not immune from trouble or sickneBsgedy,
disappointment, loss of health or job and bereavengeme to
Christian and unbeliever alike. What is so wonagridifferent for the
Christian is that the Lord is with us in times dftdess. We do not know
whether or not adversity will come upon us, butoar be prepared for
it. If you faint in the day of adversity, your stramgt small(10).

How can we prevent ourselves from being faint andekble in the

day of adversity?We must strengthen ourselves by feeding upon the
Word of God (5). The strong Christian is one whowa the teaching

of the Bible and feeds his soul continually upeajiplying its precepts

to his own life. We must be prayerful and vigilambrder to overcome
temptation (Matthew 26:41; 1 Peter 5:8hose who wait on thedrRD
shall renew their strengtfisaiah 40:31). The Lord also deals with us
and disciplines us to clear from our lives all tisaharmful (3:11-12).

He also gives us grace in time of need and strembdn we are weak

(2 Corinthians 12:9). We are not alone in the bhttl

We rest on thee, our Shield and our Defender!
We go not forth alone against the foe;
Strong in thy strength, safe in thy keeping tender,
We rest on thee, and in thy name we go.
(Edith G. Cherry)
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16 APRIL Proverbs 24:11-34

Deliver those who are drawn toward death

Every Christian should be concerned to take theelds the lost. We
have the good news that Jesus died on the crosssedgain from the
dead to save sinners and we must not keep this tewsrselves.
Deliver those who are drawn toward death, and Hedk those who
are stumbling to the slaughtéil).We must always remember that
men, women, boys and girls who do not know forgas=nof their sins
through Christ are lost. They are alienated frond @od are being
drawn toward deatlfl1). They are dead in their sins (Ephesians 2:1,5
and if they die without Christ, they will be sepacfrom God for ever
(Matthew 25:41). The Lord Jesus sdithe Son of Man has come to
seek and to save that which was I@stike 19:10).

There were once four lepers outside the city of @&awhich had been
under siege and whose population was starving.LDné graciously
intervened, causing the besieging Syrian armyee #nd the lepers
were the first to find an abandoned camp full add@and treasures.
After feasting and hiding away some of the treasiiney remembered
the starving city and said to one anoth@fe are not doing what is
right. This day is a day of good news, and we ransdent’(2 Kings
7:9). We have no excuse for remaining silent. ThedLknows our
hearts and wilfender to each man according to his de€ti®). If we
love our neighbours as ourselves, we will want tell them about
the good news of the Lord Jesus and our great sakan.

Itis all too easy to feel a sense of satisfactubien our enemies come
to grief. We must not rejoice when an enemy faksduse this
displeases the Lord, the righteous Judge (17-183.Jord Jesus
taught us that we must love our enemies and do gothehse who hate
us (Matthew 5:44). We musiot fret because of evildoers, nor be
envious of the wicke@l9-20; cp. 23:17; Psalm 37:1-11). Many
wicked people seem to prosper despite their evijysvand their
indifference to God, but they have no prospectuaire happiness.
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17 APRIL Proverbs 25:1-18

Seldom set foot in your neighbour’s house

Silver that is used for fine jewellery has its drosmoved (4). We have
already been reminded in Proverbs (17:3) of the f@erefining in the
Christian life so that we can be used by God amtkeshs lights in this
world. It would be the height of folly to exalt aalves in the presence
of a king and to take a place among those whonmoheurs. We may
soon be humbled and made to take a lower placg.(®hk& Lord Jesus
may have had this proverb in mind in his teachmbuke 14:7-11. He
requires us to be humble.

This chapter has wise words for us concerningiogiahips with our
neighbours. We should not be hasty to take legam@gainst our
neighbour but rather seek to settle our grievancdiscussion with
him (8-10). If we refuse to talk to those who hawenged us and
harbour resentment, we harm our Christian testimGhgrles Bridges
comments, ‘The considerate Christian will rathenaade his rights
than insist upon them to the hazard of his own,sandl to the injury
of the church’ COMMENTARY ON PROVERBS page 465 We must not
bear false witness against our neighbour (18; gpdis 20:16).

We must be considerate to others and realise hiegt heed some
privacy in their own homes. We must show kindness lze prepared
to help our neighbour but never make a nuisanceuo$elves by
seeking to pass all our spare time in their hotisey will soon resent
such thoughtless behavio&eldom set foot in your neighbour’s house,
lest he become weary of you and hate ¢br). Charles Bridges
contrasts this situation with the Lord who is neweraried by our
frequent visits to him for fellowship. ‘Our earthfyiend may be
pressed too far. Kindness may be worn out by frejuse. But never
can we come to our heavenly Friend unseasonablyhe.more
frequent the visits, the more welcome, the moréftru What with
man would be intrusion, with God is confidencEOMMENTARY ON
PROVERBS pages 472—-47)3How often do you visit God in prayer?
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18 APRIL Proverbs 25:19-28

Whoever has no rule over his own spirit

One of the great tests of Christian living come&mive are wronged.
How do we react? Do we vow to get even? God’s \ioiglite clear.

If your enemy is hungry, give him bread to eat; @ is thirsty, give
him water to drink21). When we are wronged, we must leave the Lord
to vindicate us and to avenge us. He will rewardf uge act kindly
towards an enemy (21-22; cp. Romans 12:19-20).I€&h8&ridges
observes, ‘No man ever conquered his enemy’s bgagvenge; many
by love’ (COMMENTARY ON PROVERBSpage 47Y.

Verse 23 warns against backbiting. This sin of kpegill of others
behind their back is all too common in the workplaamong family
and neighbours, and in clubs and societies; Issfaund in the church
(cp. 2 Corinthians 12:20). Many Christians ardtguwif backbiting or
of encouraging such behaviour. If you are guiltyho$ sin, | urge you
to repent and to seek the forgiveness of God.ufaltow it to continue
it will blight you and damage you. Bridges asksht\should tolerate
the backbiter? He is a pest in society; in theleiod friendship; in the
church of God. ... Flee this deadly pest. Keepetl@ars, as well as thy
mouth, from the poisonQOMMENTARY ON PROVERBSpage 478

Many a Christian has fallen into the temptatiorseéking to make a
name for himself rather than seeking the honougad in all things.
To seek one’s own glory is not gld@77), it is self-love and it is sinful.
Our reading ends with a warning against lack dfaahtrol. Honey is
good to eat, but only in moderation (27; cp. vet6e 24:13). The
principle is that we must not be gluttons, but drour appetite under
control and eat only as much as is neces¥dimpever has no rule over
his own spirit is like a city broken down, withavalls (28; cp. 16:32).
If we lack in self-control, we are like an unguatagty which can offer
no resistance to its enemies; we will fail to resgnptation and the
attacks of the devilSelf-control is a fruit of the Holy Spirit
(Galatians 5:23). Do you have it?
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19 APRIL Proverbs 26:1-12

Honour is not fitting for a fool

This chapter contains instruction and warnings eamag three kinds
of people - the fool (1-12), the sluggard (13-H8)] the mischief-
maker (17-28). Proverbs contains many warnings eomag
foolishness. The word®ol’ and its pluralfools’ appear 61 times in the
book. The fool in the eyes of the Lord is the perato lives as if there
were no GodThe fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no G(feisalm
14:1). The practical atheist refuses to obey Gbdly Word and the
consequences are disastrous. A man may be endowkdykeat
intelligence, but if he rebels against God, hefsoh The way of a fool
is right in his own eyedje mocks at sin and he trusts in his own heart
(12:15; 14:9; 28:26). The fool never learns tageats his folly{11).

What should be our attitude to fools? We must nénarour them.
Honour is not fitting for a foo{1). Such honour is as inappropriate as
snow in summer or rain at harvest. We must not @mrage our young
people to look to godless fools as role-models edettheir skill in the
world of sport or music. They should rather be emaged to honour
those who are godly. Verses 4 and 5 appear toadiotreach other, but
they do not. Verse 4 means that we should not engedjsputing with
fools because it is futile while verse 5 is telling to rebuke such a
person. When someone scoffs as you attempt to spétadm about the
Lord, you must not be intimidated but ask them Wketor not they
want to listen to what you have to say and to ttahkut your words.
If they close their minds to the gospel messagenatoprolong a
conversation that is not getting anywhere. The Llmsus warnsDo
not give what is holy to the dogs; nor cast yolarfsbefore swine, lest
they trample them under their feet, and turn arat te®u to pieces’
(Matthew 7:6).

There is one person who is worse than a fdolyou see a man wise
in his own eyes? There is more hope for a fool tbahim(12). If you
think that you know better than what God says in tle Bible, you
are very foolish and there is little hope for you unless you turn from
your sinful ways.
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20 APRIL Proverbs 26:13-28

The words of a talebearer are tasty trifles

The lazy person will often excuse his indolence liatexcuses are
often quite pathetic (13-16). If there is work &adone in your church,
are you eager to help, or do you make excuses?

The third section of this chapter warns againsious kinds of
mischief-making:

* The busybody causes trouble and should be avoided
(2 Thessalonians 3:6,11). If we meddle in othemppeEe quarrels it is
as foolish as taking hold of a dog by its earspweselves will get hurt
(17; cp. 1 Peter 4:15). Moses was obliged to fleenf Egypt after
meddling in a fight between two Hebrews (Exodud215).

* Not all humour is good. There is all the differerio the world
between having a sense of humour and being sttimdghtless and
hurtful. We may say something that is unkind oy@lgoke on someone
that is designed to deceive them, making them agpelsh. When we
are found out, it is not good enough to protéstas only joking!’Such
behaviour idike a madman who throws firebrands, arrows, andtide
(18-19). Foolish jesting is not a mark of godim@Sphesians 5:3-4).
The missionary Amy Carmichael wrote, ‘If | can enjg joke at the
expense of another; if | can in any way slight aeoin conversation,
or even in thought, then | know nothing of Calvéoye’ (From her
book,‘IF — page 15, published by CLC).

* Gossip is a common form of mischief-making (20-Z2) words
of a talebearer are like tasty trifles, and theydgmwvn into the inmost
body (22; cp. 18:8). These tasty trifles damage thd.dbyou are
enjoying God in your life, you will not enjoy gopsiCharles Bridges
writes, ‘We must remove the talebearer; stop hitmisnvords; compel
him to produce his authority; face him, if possjbigth the subject of
his tales. This decisive course will prevent a n@sslander, and put
him to shame’¢OMMENTARY ON PROVERBS page 496).

We will not have time to make mischief if we spenchuch time in
prayer and Bible reading. Let us busy ourselves wlt good works
and seek to encourage one another with kind words.
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21 APRIL Proverbs 27:1-8

Do not boast about tomorrow

A godly, disciplined life will include prudent plamg for the future but
we must always commit our way to the Lord (3:6;Bpalm 37:5). To
plan without prayerful submission to God is prestiomp Do not boast
about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day foagg forth (1).
We read in James 4:16 that such boasting is evilThe Lord Jesus
told the story of a rich farmer who had great pfandis future without
any consideration of God who called hirtiaol’ and the man died that
night (Luke 12:16-21).

If you are not a Christian, could it be that yoa pltanning to seek the
Lord in the future because you are not willingatddw him now? How
do you know that you will be given more opportuestito come to
Christ?Seek the @RD while he may be found, call upon him while he
is near(Isaiah 55:6). If you are a Christian, are you plag to improve
tomorrow? Perhaps you will then be more prayenfd disciplined in
your Christian life and get more involved in the lnd witness of your
church?t is good and proper to have spiritual desires, bt you must

be determined to act upon your resolutions and ndkeep putting
them off until tomorrow.

Verse 2 warns us against a different kind of bogstself-praise is no
commendation but is rather the attitude of the Bhas whose pride
was nauseating (cp. Luke 18:10-14). Bridges quaresld expositor

who wrote, ‘Praise is a comely garment. But thotigiself doth wear

it, another must put it on, or else it will nevégell about thee. Praise
is sweet music, but it is never tuneable in thiwa enouth. If it cometh

from the mouth of another, it soundeth most tuneabthe ears of all

that hear it'.

A man who wanders from his place is like a bird thanders from its
nest(8). Restlessness often comes from a lack of ctmismt and we
must be sure that we do not behave like wandelhiags Bridges aptly
comments, ‘Every step of departure, without a céeaiptural warrant,
is departure from GodOQOMMENTARY ON PROVERBSpage 508
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22 APRIL Proverbs 27:5-27

Faithful are the wounds of a friend

We were reminded of the value of true friendshipur notes on
chapter 17. There are more valuable insights irftatut means to be
a friend in our reading today.

*  The wounds of a friendraithful are the wounds of a frierfd). An
enemy has no interest in correcting us and hiekisse deceitful but
a friend may wound us by rebuking or admonishingvhen we go
wrong. The faithful wounds of a friend are not meémleave
permanent injury but rather to point us to the Land to encourage us
to be more godly. There is little genuine Christr@buke among
believers because we are afraid of losing friendefdoecoming
unpopular. Bridges points out, ‘The mark of trudigeess is an anxiety
to have our faults pointed out; and a thankfulnesthose who
undertake the self-denying office. A faithful repeo is a very great
help in our Christian courseZOMMENTARY, page 505). If we are not
walking with the Lord, we must be very reticentrebuke other
Christians. Rebuke must be prayerfully and consigéy administered
and given with gentleness and in humility. Godlpuke does not
destroy friendship but rather cements it. Are yourageous enough to
rebuke the erring believer? Are you humble enoogictept rebuke?

* The counsel of a friend (9). Good counsel is s\va@eltit delights
the heart; it brings comfort and encouragement.aenever so
spiritual that we do not need the counsel of othbigses greatly
benefited from the advice of Jethro (Exodus 18:#J-2

* The conversation of a friend (17). Bridges writéka brother

seems to walk alone, sharpen his iron by godly comaoation. Walk

together in mutual “consideration” of each othenfrmities, trials

and temptations; and the mutual “provocation” ofleather’s gifts

and graces’¢OMMENTARY ON PROVERBS page 516). Spiritual
conversation is a most blessed pursuit (Malach®)3ahich sharpens
us and makes us stronger Christians.

What do you know about these aspects of friendship?
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23 APRIL Proverbs 28:1-12

The righteous are bold as a lion

God can cause the wicked to flee when no one psirané he gives
boldness to his people (1). An example of this thasvay in which the
Syrian army fled in terror from Samaria, thoughame was in pursuit
of them (2 Kings 7)The righteous are bold as a li¢gh). Scripture and
Church history are full of accounts of the coura¢he righteous in
the face of great danger or even death. Mosesdlitear the wrath of
Pharaoh and Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego wédenb@n
threatened with death by a furious King NebuchadaegHebrews
11:27; Daniel 3:13-18). John the Baptist boldly fconted wicked
Herod Antipas; the boldness of Peter and John izt their enemies
and Paul's withess made Roman governor Felix trenfMark
6:14-20; Acts 4:13; 24:24-25). Luther displayedagteoldness at the
Diet of Worms and the past century has its own sTian heroes who
have been courageous in suffering and in death.

This world is no friend to our Saviour and his peo@ohn 15:18-19;
1 John 3:13) and we need to have courage in tleedbopposition to
our message and work for Christ. Let us rememizgrft®od is for us,
who can be against udf all our trialswe are more than conquerors
through him who loved ublothing whateveis able to separate us from
the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lrodmans 8:31,37,39).
Bishop Hall said, ‘The godly man is afraid of nat@j not of God,
because he knows him as his best friend who wilhoot him; not of
Satan, because he cannot hurt him; not of affhstidbecause he knows
that they come from a loving God, and end in hisdjgquoted by
Bridges -COMMENTARY, page 526)If you are fearful, meditate on
these things and ask the Lord to give you boldness stand for him.

We must not imagine that the Lord will answer otayers if we refuse
to listen to his holy WordOne who turns his ear from hearing the law,
even his prayer shall be an abominati@®). The righteous person can
rejoice in answered prayer and as he enjoys felhogvsvith his
Saviour, he will glorify God (12).
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24 APRIL Proverbs 28: 13-28

Happy is the man who is always reverent

The best kind of prosperity does not depend onpibssession of
material things, on earthly attainment or honout,dm our relationship
with God. Spiritual prosperity continues beyond ginave because the
Christian is able to lay up for himself treasuréhemven (Matthew
6:19-21).

We can only know God if we confess our sins anddke themHe
who covers his sins will not prosper, but whoevenfesses and
forsakes them will have mer¢¥3). When we confess our sin, we
uncover it but when we trust in Christ to savehgscovers our sin and
we are no longer under condemnation. The Lord Jdsdsn the cross
so that our sins could be covered (the Hebrew vatathement’ means
‘a covering’). Atonement for sin can only be madeough blood
sacrifice and it is through the blood of Christtth@ have forgiveness
and cleansing (Leviticus 17:11; Ephesians 1:7; Eefsr9:11-15; 1
Peter 1:18-19; 1 John 1:7-Blessed is he whose transgression is
forgiven, whose sin is coverédsalm 32:1).

Many people imagine that reverence robs us of bogy are greatly
mistakenHappy is the man who is always rever@a). To be reverent
means to respect God with a sense of fear and aveesmnder. The
Bible urges us to be reverent and sober ('seriousked’ — Titus 2:2-3,
6—7, 11-15; Hebrews 12:28). True faith and godiy &ee inseparable.
Bridges points out that ‘faith without fear is seldinfidence and
self-delusion’ COMMENTARY ON PROVERBS page 541)Reverence
does not exclude joy or laughterbut our laughter must be wholesome
and never at anything that is filthy or at the exgeeof another person.

Are you faithful in your Christian life and seekitghonour God? Are
you trusting in the Lord, not only for your sahatj but day by day in
all your trials and for the supply of all your ne@dHere are two great
promises that the Lord gives to you in his Worte faithful man will
abound with blessing&®0) andhe who trusts in the@RD will be
prospered25).
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25 APRIL Proverbs 29:1-14

Without remedy

There is a very solemn warning in verse 1 to ang ate stubborn in
their rebellion against the Word of GodHe who is often reproved,
and hardens his neck, will suddenly be destroyed, that without

remedyThe story of Pharaoh vividly illustrates the folifrefusing to

listen to what God has to say. He had many oppibkgrto repent of
his sin, but he persisted in hardening his heati timlere was no

remedy (Exodus chapters 5 to 14).

| remember witnessing to a young man at work whemad a teenager
and he poured scorn on the gospel. | never savalneagain! He was
killed by a bus. Later in life | worked with a marhose mother had
been a godly believer. He had rejected her teacmaghad embraced
humanism and | was fair game for his scoffing daadkh hour. It was
with a heavy heart that | heard the news a fewsykder that he had
been killed in a plane crasWithout remedy- solemn and frightening
words!If you are not a believer, | urge you not to harderyourself
against the Word of God. You may never have anothepportunity

to repent of your sin.

Beware of flatterers (5); they feed our pride begtdoy our souls. John
Bunyan quotes this verse in ‘The Pilgrim’s Progres®en he describes
how Christian and Hopeful were ensnared in theohéhe Flatterer,
who was ‘a fine-spoken man’. True gospel preacland teaching
never use flattery (cp. 1 Thessalonians 2:5). Afrégand will never
flatter us. He will certainly encourage us, butwi# also rebuke us
when we go wrong (27:6; 28:23). We must learn stiljuish between
a word of godly encouragement which we all need, fitery which
we can do without.

The Bible speaks of the deceitfulness of sin (Hebrd:13). The evil
man is ensnared by his own transgression (6) keutdp is set by Satan
(2 Timothy 2:24-26). The devil makes sin appearaative and
exciting and it is always more enjoyable in imagoathan in reality.
Lasting happiness is only found through godly Igv{i6).
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26 APRIL Proverbs 29:15-27

The fear of man brings a snare

The child who has been brought up with godly disegwill bring
delight to his parents (15,17) but such an upbniggs becoming rare
today. Why is this? In the western world, we havaraloned Christian
principles based upon the Word of God and we aaping a terrible
harvest of lawlessness and crime.

Where there is no revelation, the people castedtraint(18). The
word ‘revelation’ could be translated ‘prophetic vision’. We now éav
the words of the apostles and prophets set for8tripture and we are
faced with a great challenge to take the gospé¢hdse around us.
Political reform and a well-meaning social agend do nothing to
deal with man’s basic problem which is his sin. Pe®ple need to
know what God says in his Word. God spoke throughprophet
Hosea to the northern kingdom prior to its collapde said, My
people are destroyed for lack of knowled(j¢bsea 4:6). The wicked
perish in their sins for lack of knowledge Imatppy is he who keeps the
law (the Word of God, 18).

We must beware ahe fear of manvhich will turn us into cowards
when we should bbold as a lion(28:1). The fear of man brings a
snare, but whoever trusts in theRDshall be saf¢25). The snare that
such a fear brings is just as deadly as that &kfla(5). It spoils our
witness and silences us when we ought to spedishbnours God and
may cause us to be entangled in a web of compraanmideother sins.
We should be more concerned about what God thinksfas than

what people think. We will then do what is right ard pleasing to

him. The fear of the Lord in our lives will drive awapy fear of man.

Do you see a man hasty in his words? There is nope for a fool
than for him(20; cp. 26:12).

Fear not, my soul, alone to stand

With him who faced alone

The teeming malice of his foes,

Where mercy was not known. (T. C. Hunter Clare)
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27 APRIL Proverbs 30:1-17

Every word of God is pure ... Do not add to his wsr

We know nothing about Agur apart from his utteraresrded in this
chapter. He was a humble man who felt his own ignoe before God
whose greatness overwhelmed him (1-4). He latensydf you have
been foolish in exalting yourself ... put your hamdyour mouth{32).
He proves to be a keen and discerning observaeatorld around him
and gives us excellent advice. He had very low siefvhimself but
very high views of Scripturégvery word of God is pure ... Do not add
to his words, lest he reprove you, and you be fautidr (5-6).The
Word of God is inerrant; it is pure and true. The Bible is also
sufficient to teach us the way of salvation and tdirect us in the
Christian life. We no longer need words of prophecyr new
revelations. Many so-called prophets in our time have made great
prophetic claims which later proved to be falseeyrhave been found
to be liars but they do not blush with shame oergpf their sin. Never
listen to such people, however persuasive theylmeay

Agur’s prayer is beautiful in its simplicity. He gyed,'Remove
falsehood and lies far from me; Give me neithereptyvnor riches —
Feed me with the food you prescribe for me; lést ull and deny you,
and say, “Who is the@RD?” or lest | be poor and steal, and profane
the name of my God7-9). Agur recognised the weakness of his own
heart and knew that riches could tempt him to $edfi-sufficient and
poverty tempt him to steal. The so called ‘heatill wealth’ teaching
taught by extreme charismatics is not only heretica far removed
from the godliness reflected in this prayer. Whaigs do you pray for
when you pray for yourself?

Agur also warns us about the unacceptable behaspmken of earlier
in Proverbs — slander (10), cursing parents andvsigpingratitude
toward them (11,17), pride (12-13), cruelty and r@sgion (14).
These sins are seen all around us in these lgst{@&dimothy 3:1-5);
We must keep ourselves from them!
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28 APRIL Proverbs 30:18-3 3

If you have been foolish in exalting yourself

Agur was a very thoughtful man who pondered muetthings that he
observed. He places them into groups of four:

* Four things which are unsearchable (18-20). Heolesl the
eagle soaring into the sky, the speed of the seg®eit moved over a
rock, the ship cutting its way through the seathedvay of a man with
a maiden. Bridges and Matthew Henry understanthttes to mean the
schemes that a man will devise to seduce a youmganand to lead
her into sin. The adulterous woman eats her fodnduuit and says,
‘I have done no wickednes®0). This wicked attitude prevails in the
world around us and we must resist the pressuresiopermissive
society.

* Four kinds of people who are intolerable (21-23)e NIV and
ESV translatéa hateful womanas ‘an unloved woman’ but | believe
that the AV and NKJV are nearer the mark. Charleddg®s writes. ‘If
marriage be the ordinance of lust, not of godlinedsat wonder if an
odious woman should be the result, a canker toyedemestic
comfort?’ COMMENTARY ON PROVERBS page 609).

»  Four creatures which are little but wise (24—28)ne of them are
strong, but they survive. The ant through its difige and work, the
rock badger because its home is sheltered in tblesydhe locusts
because they are disciplined in their advance laadpider (or house
lizard) which can so climb that it is able to erafaces.

»  Four things which are majestic and stately inrtigilk (29-31).
The translationgreyhound’is literally ‘one girded’. Some take it to be
a war-horse ready for battle while some versioasdlate it as a
‘strutting cock’.

Agur closes by warning us against pride and evihgio'lf you have
been foolish in exalting yourself, or if you hawvided evil, put your
hand on your mouth(32). If you are tempted to think too highly of
yourself or if evil thoughts come into your mind, giard your lips.
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29 APRIL Proverbs 31:1- 9

Open your mouth for the speechless

The last chapter of Proverbs introduces us to Kiexqpuel. This is the
only place that his name is found in Scripture amaist Bible
commentators believe that it refers to King Solontda wrote of what
his father taught him (4:4) and now tells us whathother taught him.
As a good mother she yearned for his well-being. tHeee questions
beginning with the wordvhat’ indicate her anxiety to give him good
advice (2). Charles Bridges comments, ‘Happy mothewhen the
son of her womb is the son of her vows! ... Ifuheouldst have,
Christian mother, thy child a Samuel or an Augustibe thyself a
Hannah or a Monica. The child of thy prayers, oftbws, and of thy
tears, will in the Lord’s best time be a child diytpraises, thy
rejoicings, thy richest consolatiolCOQMMENTARY ON PROVERBS
pages 616-617).

Lemuel’s mother warns him against:

*  Giving his strength to women (polygamy and sexuahorality —
3). Solomon failed to remember this advice and brasight to ruin
(1 Kings 11:1-9; Nehemiah 13:26).

* Drunkenness (4). Charles Bridges comments, ‘Tlee vhat
degrades a man into a beast, is shameful to @tially unseemly for
kings.” (COMMENTARY, page 617).The drunken ruler will forget the
law and pervert justice (5; cp. Isaiah 28:7-8). THeistian must
beware of excess in drinking, but the medicinal ofseine may be
acceptable (6—7; 1 Timothy 5:23).

She also teaches him to speak up for the poor aeadynwho cannot
speak for themselveQpen your mouth for the speechless, €9).
Many people are quite rightly concerned for justicethe oppressed
but they support the abortion of unwanted babid®w Babe in the
womb cannot speak for itself or defend itself agaihose who appoint
it to die through abortionVe must plead its cause. We must open our
mouths. Silence is sinThose who insist that it is the mother’s right to
have an abortion hardly consider the right of thkaun child.
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30 APRIL Proverbs 31 :10-31

A woman who fears the @RD, she shall be praised

Hebrew poetry sometimes uses acrostics, eg. Psinwhich has 22
sets of 8 verses, one set for each letter of thieréle alphabet.
Proverbs closes with an acrostic poem which préaisevirtues of a
wise and godly wife (10-31). Matthew Henry commentis
description of the virtuous woman is designed nsiwhat wives the
women should make, and what wives the men showadseh’ Physical
beauty eventually fades, but the beauty of a gidélyendures. Physical
attraction does play a large part in our choicepafuse, but surely we
must look first for the beauty of godliness (cfRdter 3:4).

The virtuous wife is a priceless treasure and rareSuch a wife is
from the Lord (19:14) and her husbasadely trusts hefl1). She stands
in beautiful contrast to the evil woman (eg. 302X), She does her
husband good (12), she does her household good§12%,27), and
she does the poor and needy good (20). She isvaidng (13-19,
22,24,27), wise and kind (26). Her beauty is mbentskin-deep (30)
and her husband and family praise her (28—-29).#dduisband does
not take his wife for granted and children showdtibe thoughtless but
show their appreciation for their mother.

What is the secret of a godly and beautiful persory? We are
directed to where we began in Proverlike-fear of the @RD (30; cp.
1:7). A woman who fears theORD, she shall be praise(80). Those
who fear the Lord are blessed indeed (Psalm 112slyve leave the
book of Proverbs, let us remind ourselves of ChaBeidges’
definition ofthe fear of the @RD— ‘It is that affectionate reverence, by
which the child of God bends himself humbly andedally to his
Father’'s law’ COMMENTARY ON PROVERBS pages 3—4)Do you
have this kind offear of the LORD?

Fear him, ye saints, and you will then
Have nothing else to fear;

Make you his service your delight,
Your wants shall be his care,

(Based on Psalm 34 — Nahum TateNioholas Brady)
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