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1 AUGUST 1 Corinth ians 11:2-16

Her hair is given to her for a covering

We repeat yesterday’s reading because it raisegjtlestion of
head-covering in worship: This can be a very comrsial subject and
godly people differ in their understanding of tlpassage of Scripture.
Let us consider what these verses actually say:

« A man must not have his head covered because s dvould
dishonour his head nor should he have hair so tbaghe looks like
awoman (4, 14).

*  The Greek word translated ‘woman’ in other versethe New
Testament is also used to refer to a wife (as fkateds in the English
Standard Version of the Bible). A man is not thadef every woman
in the church but he is the head of his wife.

. Paul is referring to a situation where a womaifie)yprays aloud
or prophesies. He is not referring to women whdiatening to others
praying in church meetings.

» Her hair is given to her for a coverinlost women in Greek
society grew their hair long. In a city like Cornnta woman who
walked through the streets with her hair cropped armnouncing that
she was ‘free’ from the restraints of marriagejlaaée to any man for
a price. All respectable women grew their hair languding those
who were single. If a woman insists on cropping lnair short, she
ought to go the whole way and be shorn or shavtes.far better for
her to grow her hair and be covered (5-6).

Let all things be done decently and in ord€t4:40). Let us always
seek to honour Christ in our relationships with eab other, in
marriage, in the home and in our church meetings.

* | recommend that you read Stephen Rees’ very hegpficle and
exposition of these verses of Scripture in the &Maptist Church
Stockport Bulletin for February 201@iww.gbcstockport.org.uk).

All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken
from the New King James Version. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas
Nelson Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.



2 AUGUST 1 Corinthians 11:17- 22

You come together not for the better but for thers®

Paul praised the Corinthians in verse 2 but he makes the point of
writing, ‘Now in giving these instructions | do not prajs®i, since you
come together not for the better but for the wo(4&). They were the
worse for meeting together as a church. What wesecircumstances
that led to this terrible situation?

* He heard that they were divisions among therr-128cp. 1:10).
We have already seen that they were not at pedbesach other and
that petty arguments and disputes were commonplhdd-12;
6:1-8). Verse 19 indicates that the factions among theruald sift
those who were genuine believers from those whe wet.

* They were disorderly (222). The early churches often had a
meal together known as ‘the Agape’ (‘Love-feagt@fore coming to
the Lord’s Table. This was a ‘bring and eat medliak provided an
opportunity for those who were better off to shidweir food with the
undernourished. At Corinth, the rich members a#¢é thwn food and
some even became drunk. The ‘Love-feast’ had behogeless
feast and a terrible denial of Christian fellowshipatthew Henry
comments, ‘What was appointed to feed the soulemgdoyed to feed
their lusts and passions. What should have beemd bf amity and
affection, was made an instrument of discord asdrdon. The poor
were deprived of the food prepared for them, aeditth turned a feast
of charity into a debauch. This was a scandaloegidarity.” How
could their coming to the Lord’s Table possiblyfigrthem when such

a situation existed? Theyame together not for the better but for the
worse.

Let us beware of harbouring divisive attitudes ur ohurch, or of
hurting others by thoughtless words or actions.riiéet together to
worship the Lord and to learn from his Wokow dreadful if we
come together not for the better but for the worse!



3 AUGUST 1 Corinthians 11 :23-34

Do this in remembrance of me

When we come to the Lord’s Table, it is a solerocasion when we
remember the love of the Lord Jesus for us andtaat sacrifice for
our sins. The Lord Jesus commandBd, this in remembrance of me’
(24-25). It is aremembrance service of his death whias a once for
all sacrifice, not a re-sacrificing of Christ asrembelieve. When we
eat the bread and drink from the Communion cuppreelaim the
Lord’s death till he comef6). The bread speaks of his body, broken
and tortured at Calvary for us. The Lord Jesus shitie cup that we
take at the communion servic&his is my blood of the new covenant
which is shed for many for the remission of siZ3-25; Matthew
26:28; cp. Ephesians 1:FHe wants us to remember that he paid the
supreme price to save us and this should enhancerdave for him
and make us hate sin with all our heart.

There is a very solemn warning in these versestahoughtless and
careless participation in the Lord’s Suppathoever eats this bread or
drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manndr e guilty of the
body and blood of the Loi@7). What does it mean to beilty of the
body and blood of the Lordit means to despise them and to treat his
death in a light manner, not discerning the Lotabgly (29). The
Corinthians were doing just this by their divisiaad disorderly
behaviour and God had visited them in judgment. Mairthem were
weak and sick and some had died (describesleap,30). Paul again
rebuked them for their abuses at the ‘Love-fedstey were told to
wait until everyone was assembled before eating333cp. verse 21).
Those who were too hungry to wait for others shaatat home (34).

The bread and the cup of the Communion service naidie taken by
non-Christians nor by those who are wilfully disping the Lord. We
must prayerfully examine ourselves before we comthé Lord’s

Supper (28,31)If we are entertaining sin in our lives, we must
repent and be right with God before we take commurmin. To ignore

this is to invite divine chastisement (32).



4 AUGUST 1 Corinthians 12:1-11
Concerning spiritual gifts

One of the most controversial subjects among evaadgetoday is that
of spiritual gifts. Paul did not want the Corinthgto be ignorant
concerning spiritual gift§the Greek word 'pneumatikos’ in verse 1 is
‘spirituals’ but it implies spiritual gifts, cp. vee 4). Ignorance
concerning spiritual gifts has led to disaster angpnchurches today and
in many a Christian life. Paul sets down somedjasnciples:

1. True worship is orderly (2).

2. The Holy Spirit exalts Jesus as Lord (3).

3. There are diverse gifts, ministries and actisitbéthe Spirit (4-6).
4. Spiritual gifts are given for the profit of thewrch (7).

5. The Holy Spirit is sovereign in bestowing higgifll).

6. Every Christian is baptized by the Spirit inteedrody (that is the
church, 13).

7. Though all members have differing functions, thejong to the
one body of Christ and they need each other (14—-24)

8. There must not be any schism (division) in thelypand its

members should care for each other (25-26).

9. God appointed apostles and prophets in the elhdsch and gave
miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit (28—30).

We must not come to the subject of spiritual giftsvith closed
minds, but evaluate modern claims by comparing thenwith
Scripture. This we shall attempt to do in the next few days. Must
recognize that there are many sincere believetiseiiPentecostal and
Charismatic movements, but they should also reeeghiat those who
disagree with them are equally sincere in theiiefel

Our reading will continue to be 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 for several
days as we examine each of the spiritual gifts. Read the passage
each day and also the additional readings and look up the
references which are quoted.




5 AUGUST 1 Corinthians 12:1-11

No one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesuswased

How can we recognize the working of the Holy Spartong us?

1. There is order and control in true worship (cf40). We do not
go out of control like idol worshippers (2). You yrthink it strange that
Paul should remind the Corinthians of their pagigrasm when
writing about spiritual gifts. They hdzeen carried away to these dumb
idols. In pagan worship the people were whipped up into a
uncontrolled frenzy. Do you see the relevance? Whership is a
noisy, emotional free-for-all, it is not spirituabrship and should not
be mistaken for the ‘liberty of the Holy Spirit’'oBie believe that they
are ‘slain in the Spirit’ when they fall back tcetiground as hands are
laid on them. | ask, ‘Where is the control of thar$ of God in such
practices?’

2. The Holy Spirit does not exalt himself, but Chas Lord (3)No
one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus amiThose who
speak by the Holy Spirit exalt Jesus as Lord. Jsaigsthat the Holy
Spirit wouldtestifyof him andglorify him (John 15:26; 16:14%pirit
worship is Christ-centred rather than Spirit-centred.

3. The Holy Spirit unites God’s people (4-7). Thare diverse gifts,
but the same Spirit, different ministries but tleene Lord Jesus,
diversities of activities but the same God. If dame triune God is
working through his people, how can we be divisiVé@ Holy Spirit

brings unity, not discord (Ephesians 4:3-6). Howewe cannot have
unity with those who deny the faith. The Holy Spisthe Spirit of

truth and we must worship Gad spirit and truth(John 4:24; 14:17,
15:26). If we are led by him, we will hate erradashun all that is false.



6 AUGUST 1 Corinthians 12:1-11

The word of wisdom through the Spirit

(Additional reading: Acts 6:9-15)

There is much disagreement among Christians coimgethe nature
of the nine spiritual gifts which are listed in ges 8 to 10. The
comment orthe word of wisdoni8) in Matthew Henry’s commentary,
written over 300 years ago, shows the difficultyimderstanding what
exactly is meant by these gifts: ‘To one was gitrerword of wisdom
that is, say some, a knowledge of the mysterieth@fgospel, and
ability to explain them, and exact understandin¢hefdesign, nature,
and doctrines of the Christian religion. Others sayuttering of grave
sentences, like Solomon’s parables.’

The word of wisdorandthe word of knowledgare to do with utterance
(cp. 14:6). The Greek foword (‘logos’) is elsewhere translated
utterance(1:4-5; Ephesians 6:19). These supernatural giée
bestowed by the Holy Spirit. Daniel had the giftwvasdom (Daniel
5:11), so did Stephen (Acts 6:3,10) and Paul (2:@eter 3:15). If
anyone at Corinth possessed this gift, it is alrestin that it was not
being used (6:5).

| do not believe that wisdom is given as a superahgift today in the
sense that Paul and others had it, but we are eaged to seek God
for wisdom (Proverbs 4:7; James 1:5; cp. Ephesialig). Those with
godly wisdom are a precious asset to any churcheir wise counsel
is desperately needed when problems and difficuiléiese. If we
would be wise, we need to hear the Word of God tndbey it
(Matthew 7:24). We also need to know the fear efltbrd. The fear
of the LORDIis the beginning of wisdo(Rroverbs 9:10).

But the wisdom that comes from above is first puthen
peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of merand good
fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. (James 3:17)




7 AUGUST 1 Corinthians 12:1-11

To another the word of knowledge through the sanyarg

(Additional reading: Acts 5:1-11)

What is‘the word of knowledgé&’ Bible commentators are divided in
their opinions. Dr. John MacArthur suggests thas the Spirit-given
ability to understand the BibleSPIRITUAL GIFTS,page 111) but |
believe that W.A. Criswell is closer to the markemhhe writes, ‘This
is the gift of appraisal and of judgment concerrtimniggs as they are.
It is the ability to grasp the truth about a prdsd@tuation: seeing,
knowing, understanding, as the Holy Spirit seesows, and
understands.’ THE BAPTISM, FILLING & GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT,
page 69). Criswell gives Elisha the prophet asxamgle of someone
possessing such a gift (2 Kings 5:25-27; 6:8—1@efexamples are
Nathan (2 Samuel 12:7-13) and Peter (Acts 5:3)s Thit was
supremely displayed in the ministry of the Lordue€hrist (eg. John
4:29).‘The word of knowledgenas precise, the speaker knowing to
whom his word was directed.

Some claim to have this gift today and then masitgLindividuals and
churches with their supposed knowledge which otterives from
intuition. This is not a spiritual gift, nor areetlevelations made by
inner healing counsellors who fill in details ofuygoast life (of which
you were unaware) by a so-calleebrd of knowledge’Many lying
and slanderous statements have been made concpatplg at inner
healing counselling sessions.

We may help someone by wise and timely counselttmge are not
words of knowledge as supernaturally exercised ath&h or Peter.
We may not have the gift of supernatural utterasfc&nowledge, but
we do need to add knowledge to faith (2 Peter dnsl)to grow in our
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3:¥8).do this by
reading and meditating on the Word of God. It is l&k of such
knowledge that has led to so much confusion todakiow well do
you know God and his Word?



8 AUGUST 1 Corinthians 12:1-11

To another faith by the same Spirit

(Additional reading: Hebrews 11:32—-40)

We cannot be Christians without faith in GaMlithout faith it is
impossible to please higfHebrews 11:6). Faith is given by God
(Romans 12:3; Ephesians 2:8) but the gifagh by the same Spiri®)

is different from the faith given to every Christialrhose with this
spiritual gift of faith were able to work wonderadwing that their
prayer would be answered precisely in the way thessired (13:2; cp.
Acts 3:6; 6:8; 13:9-12).

There have been remarkable men and women in therhisf the
church who have accomplished great things throbgin taith in God
(eg. Hudson Taylor). | do not believe, howevert thay had the gift
of faith as described in this chapter. Some claiday that they have
a ‘faith ministry’ whereby they speak a so-callegftd of faith’ with
miracles resulting. Their claims do not stand updautiny. Do not be
taken in by these ‘faith-word’ ministers who do appear to exercise
much faith to obtain their funds, but resort tothgyessure appeals for
money.

We all need faith for our spiritual warfare (Eplees 6:16; 1 Peter
5:8-9). We muspursuefaith (1 Timothy 6:11). HowTrue faith is not
something that is worked up by playing on human entmns and
we must not confuse feelings with faithThere are times when we
may feel at a very low spiritual ebb but God doesahange and we
trust in his unfailing love and power. Our faithsisengthened through
hearing and reading the Word of God (cp. Roman7)0by leading
a disciplined devotional life; by living as a Chid in this evil world,;
through fellowship with other believers. We carodie encouraged in
our faith by reading good Christian biographiesudeonce asked his
disciples’\Where is your faith?(Luke 8:25). Can others see that you
have a living faith in God?



9 AUGUST 1 Corinthians 12:1-11

To another gifts of healings by the same Spirit

(Additional reading: Acts 28:1-10)

Gifts of healingas found in the ministry of the apostles are not
available today. There are many who claim to hgifte of healingdut
they deceive themselves and their followers. Infowrteen years in
the Pentecostal movement | sat in hundreds of ifngaheetings’ but
never saw one miraculous healing. The claims ofryedinn and
Morris Cerullo have been thoroughly investigatedtelevision
documentaries and found to be false.

Some teach that it is God’s will to heal us becalgssical healing is
in the atonement. They use Matthew 8:16—-17 anchfh 38 as proof
texts. It is not God’s will that every Christianahld be healed of
sickness here and now. We shall have new bodiasbésssing of the
atonement but we must realise that we do not ealjahe benefits of
the atonement now. The redemption of the body &adirig for every
Christian will come after Christ returns (Roman23:Philippians
3:20-21; Rev. 21:4; 22:2). Others teach that wan@fristian is sick,
it is because of sin or lack of faith in his lifEhese people are astray
from Scripture. Sick Christians were not always ledan New
Testament times (1 Timothy 5:23; 2 Timothy 4:2(eTapostle Paul
was not delivered from his owthorn in the flesh(2 Corinthians
12:7-10).

Does God heal today? Yes, he does according sokiereign will. We
cannot have healing on demand, however. The g/@htdentury
Baptist preacher C.H. Spurgeon had many answesaie@r when he
prayed for sick members of his church in their hentmit he did not
claim to havegifts of healingsee the biography of Spurgeon by Arnold
Dallimore, pages 140-141; Banner of Truth Trusg.May ask God to
heal us when we are ill, but we must be prepareatéept his will if
he chooses not to heal udappy the man or woman who has
learned to be content in sickness and in health!

10



10 AUGUST 1 Corinthians 12:1-11

To another the working of miracles

(Additional reading: Acts 14:1-7)

The working of miracless a spiritual gift which enables a person to do
supernatural works which defy human explanatiorly @riew periods
in the history of God’s people have been markedhwiiraculous
ministries (cp. Judges 6:12-13). Moses, Elijah &hdha had
outstanding wonder-working ministries but John Beptist did no
miracles (John 10:41). The ministry of Christ ahd apostles was
accompanied by mighty signs and wonders (John 2(:B0-31; Acts
2:22; 13:9-12; Romans 15:19; 2 Corinthians 12:1&hrdws 2:3-4).
Miracles were not only seen in the healing of illes and the raising
of the dead, but also in bringing judgment upondtypes and enemies
of the gospel (Acts 5:9; 13:10-12).

After the first century AD there was little mentiohmiracles until the
rise of Roman Catholicism whose tales of miracles laighly
guestionable and only serve to reinforce much stgem. Many
claim to work miracles today but such claims ategfand do not stand
up to testing. *Some say that we need miracles so that people will
believe the gospel, but observing miracles does radtvays result in
real faith (Matthew 11:20-24; 12:38-39; John 6:26Acts 14:8-11).

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, aneMien(Hebrews 13:8),
and he does work miraculously according to his amwhin answering
prayer. The greatest measure of faith is seen hemwthen we are
baffled by the seeming silence of Heaven and yestiletrust in the
Lord. Let us remember the words of Jesus to ThofBasause you
have seen me you have believed. Blessed are timsbave not seen
and yet have believedJohn 20:29).

*  ‘Premier Christian’, January 2015 carried a repufr. mega charismatic
church in California which makes great claims ofanies. The senior pastor
says that twelve people have been raised fromehd through their ministry.
Surely if such a thing really happened, it woulgdiad massive publicity in
California and been reported throughout the world.

11



11 AUGUST 1 Corinthians 12:1-11

To another prophecy

(Additional reading: Acts 11:27-30; 13:1-3).

‘Prophecy’is God speaking (Hebrews 1:1-2; 2 Peter 1:21).NIdore
describes the prophetic gift as ‘a direct commurocaof God to the
soul, either by visual, audible, or purely mentalpiressions,
authorizing and requiring the person thus actednufmospeak
authoritatively in the name of God, the things tlkosnmunicated.’
(Introduction to hisSCOMMENTARY ON HAGGAI & MALACHI, pages
12-13; Banner of Truth Trust).

The gift of prophecy is not to be confused with pineaching of God’s
Word, though the Lord does use preaching to spedkiiman hearts.
This gift was given for the edification of the chiir(14:3—-4). God also
revealed future events to his prophets (Acts 112280-11). We must
test prophecies and the Bible warns us against faisphets (14:29;
Matthew 7:15,22). The prophetic gift is no longecessary since we
have a complete Bible in which God has revealedialheed to know.

Many so-called prophets claim to have revelationsnf God which
deny the teaching of Scripture. They caused hawndccanfusion in
Bible times and at the time of the Reformation #mely do so today.
Others continue to make predictions for the futleepite their record
of failed prophecies. When they are challengedy #ve unavailable
for comment or they just shrug off their failuréiss not good enough
to claim, as some do, that those with the giftr@ipbecy are liable to
error in their ‘prophetic’ utterances. That is Bablical prophecy, but
a feeble excuse for their false prophecies. We majistt these people
and their ministries (Deuteronomy 18:20—-22h you want to know
the mind of God? Read your Bible!

Every word of God is pure; ... do not add to hisrds, lest he
reprove you, and you be found a liar. (Proverbs 30:5-6

12



12 AUGUST 1 Corinthians 12:1-11

To another discerning of spirits

(Additional reading: 1 Timothy 4:1-5).

The Greek word translatédiscerning’ is ‘diakrisis’ which means a
thorough judging, evaluation or separation. Thoseed with the
discerning of spiritdhad the ability to recognize and confirm whether
or not words of wisdom and knowledge, tongues amglpecy, and
other manifestations were of the Holy Spirit or ctmufeit. The need to
judge(discern) prophets is stressed later (14:29).

We must recognize that Satan and his evil spirédahind all doctrine
that denies the truths set forth in Scripture. &&sichers are agents of
the devil, whom the Lord Jesus described as theefaif lies (John
8:44). They find their inspiration fromeceiving spirits and doctrines
of demong1 Timothy 4:1). It is rather ironic that many thbse who
claim to be endowed with supernatural gifts of 8mrit today, are
generally very weak in discernment. Many of theofeship with
heretics and others have fallen for occult pradisech as inner
healing and the mysticism of Richard Foster.

The spiritual gift of discernment was not givereteryone, but we are
all to test the spirits, whether they are of Gbdcause there are many
false prophets (1 John 4:1-3). This testing is sahe form of
mysterious religious ritual; it comes from a calefssessment of what
we are being taught, especially about the Persdmnrk of Christ. A
man may claim to be endowed with miracle-workingatailities, but

if his teaching is in error, he is a servant ofaB8gf{Acts 13:8-10).

Plain common sense and discernment are often dadkyng in
evangelical churches. This has led to widespreadusion and
weaknessWe must aim to have such a knowledge of God's Word
and to be so biblical in our thinking, that we willbe ableto discern
both good and evi{Hebrews 5:14).

13



13 AUGUST 1 Corinthians 12:1-11

Different kinds of tongues ... the interpretatiorf tongues

(Additional reading: Acts 2:1-13).

Tongues-speaking is a very controversial subjectr@ntChristians and
we must be clear on the teaching of Scripture anthe way we
evaluate modern claims. What is the spiritual gfiftongue® It is the
supernatural ability to speak in another langualielthe speaker has
not previously learned. Let us consider this gift:

1. Tongues in the Bible were properly structuredyleages and not
just ecstatic babbling (14:21; cp. Acts 2:6-11).

2. Those who spoke in tongues were to do so in(t#r27-28).

3. Those who spoke in tongues were not speakingetobnt to God
and they edified themselves (14:2-4).

4. Tongues spoken in the church were to be intexgrEtid:13-14).
5. Tongues were a gift of revelation by the Holyr&pirhe word
mysteries(14:2) in common with usage elsewhere in the New
Testament (eg. Ephesians 3:3-8,9), means reveaioinuths which
were previously concealed to believers.

6. Tongues were a sign to unbelievers (14:22).

Most who enthuse about tongues-speaking today téaathall
Christians should seek God for this gift. They éeé that it is the
evidence of ‘the Baptism or Filling of the Holy @piand that it is
necessary for power to witness for Christ (cp. Ac®). Should you
seek this gift? No! True gifts of revelation hawasped away since the
apostles and the completion of Scripture (we woline back to this
when we look at chapter 13:10-13). The detailedrutsions for
spiritual growth do not urge us to speak in tongiees 2 Peter 1:5-8),
neither is it required as a qualification for ektep (1 Timothy 3:1-7;
Titus 1:5-9).The evidence of the Holy Spirit in the life of a bigever
is found in the fruit of the Spirit, not in gifts. The fruit of the Spirit
is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, gesd, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-contr@Galatians 5:22-23).

14



14 AUGUST 1 Corinthians 12:4-13

For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one od

The church is the body of Christ (12; Ephesian2123) and every
believer belongs to that bodior by one Spirit we were all baptized
into one bodyEvery believer has been baptized by the Holy Sairil
we have all been made to drink into one S(({tiB). It is not biblical to
suggest that we can be a Christian without havwiedoly Spirit dwell
within us.If anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, hads his
(Romans 8:9).

The Lord Jesus promised that all who believednmwbuld receive the
Holy Spirit after he had risen and ascended to ¢éredvas glorified—
John 7:37-39). The disciples were commanded to iwalerusalem
until they were endued with power from on high actoeg to the
promise of God the Father (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4¥8py were at the
beginning of a new dispensation when the Holy Spiauld dwell in
every believer (Ezekiel 36:26-27; Acts 2:38; Romarss-11, 15-16;
1 Corinthians 12:13). The Holy Spirit was giventhe church at
Pentecost. There is no need to tarry or to agdoizéne coming of the
Holy Spirit into our lives. Every believer has tHely Spirit.

Every Christian has been adopted into the familofl and has the
Spirit of God’s Son in his heart (John 1:12; Galasi 4:6). The Holy
Spirit is calledhe Spirit of adoptiofRomans 8:15)f we believe that
the Holy Spirit indwells some believers and not otlrs we fail to
understand the teaching of the Bible concerning aduion.The
Corinthians had many faults but the apostle cotildvwgite, ‘Do you
not know that you are the temple of God and thatSpirit of God
dwells in you?’(3:16). Let us thank God for the ministry of thel{d
Spirit in our lives.

Dear Lord, and shall thy Spirit rest
In such a wretched heart as mine?
Unworthy dwelling! glorious Guest!
Favour astonishing, divine!
(Anne Steele)

15



15 AUGUST 1 Corinthians 12:13-31

That there should be no schism in the body

A healthy body is one whose members are all functgin harmony
with each other. A healthy church is the same. Kdaw we play our
part in building up our own local church?

* We must learn to be content with the gifts thatt®as given to
us. One of the problems at Corinth was that manytecato speak in
tongues when God had not given this gift to atheim (cp. 14:18-19).
They failed to see that they should have been ubegifts that God
had given to them. In the human body, a foot cadonawhat the hand
does nor can the ear function as an eye (14-17)us.éearn to be
content with what gifts God has given us for thespnt and let us use
them for the good of our church. How sad it is tmany Christians
have opted out of any meaningful involvement inrthecal church.
They are not using their God-given gifts. Are yaming your talents?
Remember what Jesus said about the man who didMetthew
25:18,25-26).

» Every member is important (17-27). | do not bediévat God still
gives supernatural gifts such as the ability to kvoriracles, to
prophesy or speak in tongues. He sovereignly gigesther gifts and
abilities, however (18). We must be realistic inessing our own gifts
and we must use them under the direction of ourathieadership (cp.
Romans 12:3-8). We all need each other and eveeakesignificant
member is important (21-22). Notice that the migisff helpsis put
before tongues (28). We must recognise that alispairthe church
body are importanifhere should be no schism in the body, but that the
members should have the same care for one and2®+26).A
caring, united church is a healthy church!

We should earnestly desire greater gifts (31),foobur own benefit
but for the glory of God. There is however, a maxeellent way which
is open to every Christian. We shall be considettigtomorrow.

16



16 AUGUST 1 Corinthians 13:1-13

The greatest of these is love

Paul stresses that it is far more important to sttmmore excellent
way of love in our lives than to display outstandipgitual gifts. What

is the gift of tongues without love? It is a hollawetallic clanging that
irritates rather than blesses (1). If | had the gffprophecy and
understood all mysteries that God has revealddyédre able to utter
a word of knowledge in any situation where it weguired, if | had the
faith to work wonders, but did not have lov@m nothing(2). | may

be self-sacrificing in giving even to the extentayfing down my own
life, but if | do not have lovet profits me nothing3).

Memorise verses 4 to 7 and meditate on the charstits of love
described in them. Think of the Lord Jesus Christ lBow he showed
the kind of love described in these verses. Thar@ian church
would have been so different if they had been rfawieg to each other
instead of being so divisive or disorderly. Examyoer own heart. Are
you patient and kind? Is the love of Christ seegauar life? Are you
envious, boasting, proud, rude, selfish or easityvpked? Do you
think evil, storing up grudges and bitterness agfatinose who have
hurt you?If any of these unpleasant things (sins!) are presgin
your life, where is the love of Christ?

Love bears all things, trusts, hopes and perseyéydsove never fails;
it outlasts gifts of prophecy, tongues or knowle@@je Faith, hope and
love are all vitalput the greatest of these is |16). We are tpursue
love (14:1). Why do we find this so difficult and unatttive? Because
it costs us dearly to love others and to deny dveseand so often, we
are not willing to pay that price!

Love is kind and suffers long;
Love is meek, and thinks no wrong;
Love, than death itself more strong:
Therefore give us love.
(Christopher Wordsworth)
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17 AUGUST 1 Corinthians 13:8-13

When that which is perfect has come

The Corinthians wereealous for spiritual gift§14:12) but the apostle
shows that thenore excellent wagf love is of greater importance.
Prophecies will fail (be rendered useless), tongwédkcease,
knowledge (the gift othe word of knowledgewill vanish away, but
love never failg8). These gifts of direct revelation will passagwbut
when? The answer lies in verse Bit when that which is perfect has
come, then that which is in pawords of knowledge, prophesying, 9)
will be done away.

What does the apostle meantbgt which is perfe@Does he mean the
second coming of Christ as some suggest? If thsad, ithe implication
is that supernatural gifts of revelation are stailable and we should
seek to have them. The Greek adjectivepfenfect(‘teleios’) signifies
completion, egperfect(complete)will of God (Romans 12:2).Let
patience have its perfe@tomplete)work (James 1:4). Paul is writing
about a time when revelation would be complete, nwgdts of
utterance (knowledge, prophecies and tongues),dvo@ino longer
necessary. ‘Teleios’ also signifies maturity (1, £4:20).

The second coming of Christ is not described asctiming ofthat
which is perfecanywhere else in the New Testament. Paul is quite
unambiguous when he refers to the second comi@inoét in writing
to the Corinthians (eg. 11:26; 15:23). Supernatamal revelatory gifts
of the Spirit were very rare toward the close efdipostolic age. Some
allege that this was because of sin and unbeligferchurch, but this
ignores the fact that the sinful Corinthian chueatjoyed these
supernatural gifts. We must recognise that God reayely withdrew
these gifts and that attempts to revive them dime@postolic age have
led to all kinds of error and exce§&hould we lament the passing of
these spectacular gifts of the Spirit? No, the peett has comeWe
have the prophetic word made more s(itge Scriptures; 2 Peter
1:19-20. Let us grow in our knowledge of that Wasdwe read and
study the Bible and meditate on it.
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18 AUGUST 1 Corinthians 14:1-19

Let it be for the edification of the church

The Corinthians appeared to esteem the gift ofueagbove all other
spiritual gifts when it was actually inferior togmhesying (1). Tongues
did not bring a blessing to anyone except the sgrelagcause no one
understood him unless the tongues were interpréiedord of
prophecy could be understoodsjfteaks edification and exhortation
and comfort to meand itedifies the churcfil-5). Musical instruments
must be played tunefully if they are to be appreciathe trumpet must
be clear when sounding a battle call; when we spgakmust seek to
be understood or our words are wasted (6-9). Pagésithe
Corinthians,'Since you are zealous for spiritual gifts, leb#for the
edification of the church(12). The person who spoke in a tongue was
to pray that he might interpret that language (13).

What does it mean to pray or sing with the spantg to pray or sing
with understanding (15)? Peter Naylor commentse ‘@postle refers
to intelligent prayers ascending from a worshippdmiman spirit,
prayers verbalized in a tongue recognized by nobbay point is that
because the worshipper does not intend othersdo there is no
problem. But the speaker understands. The manmgagia tongue
does not bid farewell to his wits. There is no gesof some sort of
pseudo-ecstatic, jumbled utterance meaning notioitige worshipper
and therefore signifying nothing to the God to whorayer is made ...
To pray with the ‘spirit means to address prayeGbd without being
heard by others. To pray with the ‘mind’ or inteliés to address God
publicly with the needs of others in mindkCOQMMENTARY ON
1 CORINTHIANS page 291).

The apostle had also been endowed by the Holy Spith the
supernatural ability to speak with tongues morenthay of the
Corinthians. He preferred, however, to speak fivewdg with his
understanding than ten thousand words in a torsguihat he might be
able to teach others (17-19)he edification of the churchwvas
always his aim.
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19 AUGUST 1 Corinthians 14:20-33

In understanding be mature

We must be like children by lacking in malid®it in understanding be
mature(20). Paul writes of the dual role for tonguesaiieg:

» Tongues were a sign to unbelievers. Tongues head besign of

judgment on Israel of old (21-22; cp. Isaiah 288-They had refused
the plain teaching of the prophets and would heaistammering lips
of foreign invaders.

* If tongues were to edify and benefit the churdteyt must be

interpreted. If Corinthian church services weraatit and all were
speaking in tongues, visiting enquirers and unkelie would think

that they were mad (23). We must not obscure tlspejdy foolish

behaviour or by speaking so that no one can uratetsis.

The Corinthians were all anxious to exercise thygits in church
worship meetings. Paul reminded théhegt all things be done for
edification’(26). God does not give spiritual gifts for sel&tfication,
but for edification of the church. No more than temthree were to
speak in tongues, and each of those in turn, wi¢himterpreter. If there
were no one to interpret, no one was to speakngues.

Prophecies were also restricted to two or threethade were to be
judged (27-29). It would be foolish to listen t@m$le who claimed to
have ‘a word from the Lord’ without testing thertbs that they say. It
is also important to notice thtite spirits of the prophets are subject to
the prophetg32). If they are out of control, they are notagag by
the Holy Spirit. A lack of order and control is mneatypical of pagan
worship than Christian worship (12:2; see notebfAugust).

The prophetic gift is not available today becaeselation is complete.
The preaching of God’s Word must be central in ouworship and
evangelism.This is the way to understanding and maturity!
understanding be maturélow can we worship God if we do not
understand who he is? How can the unbeliever resfmwthe gospel if
it is not made clear to his understanding?
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20 AUGUST 1 Corinthians 14:34-40

Let all things be done decently and in order

It appears that some of the women at Corinth wertetaking a
submissive role in public worship. In what way aremen tokeep
silent in the churche@4)? Does this mean that women cannot sing the
praises of God and that they must remain in takahse? This view
can hardly be correct because women prayed andhesogd in the
Corinthian church (11:5). | believe that it meanattwomen must not
be given a leadership role in worshihey are not to have a public
teaching role nor have authority over men or beoappd as elders
(cp. 1 Timothy 2:12). We must not ignore this comohahich is based
onthe law(a reference to Genesis 3:16 on which the authofitnen
is grounded).

The apostle is not suggesting for a moment that evoare inferior to
men; in relation to Christ, he stresses their atyufbalatians 3:28).
There is a difference in function, however. Théuf& to recognise this
difference has led to much confusion in the realfmmmen’s

ministry’ in the life of the church. Paul recogristhe value of the
faithful service of faithful women (Romans 16:1Hiilippians 4:2-3).
Our churches would hardly survive without the woflgodly women.

Paul rebuked the Corinthians for their arroganckehaving as if the
Word of God had first come from them. The apostesds were the
Lord’s commandments and must be heeded. We dasangditt is only
Paul’'s opinion’ (34-37). The apostle cautioned@uoeinthians against
an over-reaction to his teaching. They were notfdobid
tongues-speaking and they wereadasire earnestly to prophe$9).
These gifts have now passed away, however, anchaddsnot seek
them. The history of the church shows that chaas @octrinal
confusion come from seeking these giftet all things be done for
edification ... Let all things be done decently amarder (26, 40).If
we keep these two rules before us, we will be sparenany
problems in our churches.
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21 AUGUST 1 Corinthians 15:1-11

The gospel which | preached to you

There were some at Corinth who denied the resimrectf the dead
(12) and Paul now writes to correct their erroistdreat chapter is rich
in encouragement and it directs our attention rdsurrection of
Christ and of believers. The apostle reminded thenthians ofthe
gospel which | preached to you, which also you ivezi(1). What is
the gospelThat Christ died for our sins according to the $tures,
and that he was buried, and that he rose agairttihd day according
to the Scriptureg3—4). If we deny these essential truths, we ate n
Christians and our faith is futile (2,14,17).

The truths of the substitutionary death of Chmastdinners, his burial,
and resurrection have been attacked since apositoks. Some still
believe that Jesus did not die at Calvary. Theytbay he was taken
down from the cross in an unconscious state artdhéhiater recovered.
Would the disciples have suffered persecutiondanething they knew
to be false?

The death and resurrection of Christ rest on a $olindation:

* God planned the death and resurrection of Chegire he made
the world (Acts 2:23; 1 Peter 1:20-21; Revelati@8) and it was
prophesied in the Old Testameat¢ording to the Scripture8—4; eg.
Isaiah 52:13 to 53:12). The Lord Jesus explainasd #fiter his
resurrection (Luke 24:25-27; 44-46) and the apsgileached the
same thing (eg. Acts 2:22-36; 17:1-3).

» Paul stresses that the risen Chnsas seeron different occasions
by different people, including a gathering of 5667). He then speaks
of his own experience, for he too had seen thenrGlerist on the
Damascus road (8; cp. Acts 9:1-6).

We have not seen the risen Christ, but we knowttbas alive because
his Word testifies to the fact. We also have feibip with him and he
is precious to us (1 Peter 2:Do you know the risen Christ?
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22 AUGUST 1 Corinthians 15:3-11

But by the grace of God | am what | am

Paul was the last of the apostles to see the Liseth Jesus. He was
going to Damascus to persecute the church wherstCippeared to
him and his life was transformed (8-10). He thougfhthe amazing
grace of God (the wordraceis mentioned three times in verse 10).
‘Grace’ means undeserved favour and Paul couldyhandntion the
word gospelwithout the thought ofrace(1, 10; cp. Acts 20:24). God’s
grace is:

» Sovereign — ‘He bestows his favour on whom hegasaoften on
the most unlikely and unworthy’ (A.W. PinkFHE SOVEREIGNTY OF
GOD page 26; published by Banner of Truth). Paul asgiés in
Romans 9:10-23.

* Free — God’s grace cannot be earned by good wéisesians
2:7-10). Any attempt to gain salvation by worksdset aside the
grace of GodGalatians 2:21).

What are the effects of the grace of God in owed®/

* Achanged life. Paul recognized that he owed &ligagion to God.
But by the grace of God | am what | 4h0).

* Great love and gratitude to the Lord for his mesoyfreely
lavished upon us (1 Peter 1:8).

A praising heart (Psalm 103:1-14; Ephesians 1:3:7,
Colossians 3:16).

*  Humility. The apostle was mightily used by God hetwas very
humble. He had not known the Lord Jesus like theroapostles, but
he had been saved suddenly and like a baby untinoety (8). He was
painfully aware of his past way of life as a petdecof the church of
God and he considered himsefe least of the apostlg9; cp.
Ephesians 3:8).

» Zeal to serve God. The grace of God toward Pasl e in vain
and he laboured more than the rest of the apostkesid not boast of
his own achievements, however, because he owegtbirgg to the
grace of God (10).

What evidence is there of the grace of God in youife?
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23 AUGUST 1 Corinthians 15:12-19

If Christ is not risen

Paul wanted the Corinthians to think through thelications of the
teaching of those in the church who were denyimgrésurrection of
the deadNow if Christ is preached that he has been raisethfthe
dead, how do some among you #at there is no resurrection of the
dead?(12).

Notice the number of times the wdil appears in verses 13 to 19:

» Ifthere is no resurrection of the dead, then Ghasot risen(13).

» If Christ is not risengospel preaching is pointless because it
would no longer be good news (14).

» If Christ is not risenpur faith is in vain (14). If Jesus did not
conquer death, we pray in vain. How can we trust dead Saviour?
We may admire his example and his teaching, but ¢vat teaching
would be flawed and unreliable if his propheciesaa@ning his own
resurrection were not true (Luke 18:31-34).

» If Christ is not risenye are still in our sins (17). If the Lord Jesus
did not rise, he is no more than a man and hishdsaheaningless. He
cannot save us from our sins which includes themgadion of the body

if he himself did not rise from the dead.

* If Christ is not risenthere is no hope for the future; those who
have died have perished and we are the most p&iabhll men
(18-19).

The Jewish Sadducees also said that there is nobeeson (Matthew
22:23). Their dogma was shattered when the Lordslesse bodily
from the grave. Do you see the importance of Chnigsurrection? Do
you see why we cannot have Christian fellowshighvethurches or
individuals who deny this vital truth? They haven&serable, futile
religion which is not Christianity and we will hawene of it.Jesus is
alive. Let us rejoice in him!
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24 AUGUST 1 Corinthians 15:20-28

As in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall beade alive

We are reminded that death is our great enemy diweeywe attend a
funeral. Death is no respecter of persons claimaigand poor, young
and old. How did death come into the world? It cahmteugh the sin
of Adam (21-22; cp. Romans 5:12). As the head eptesentative of
the human race Adam, by his sin, brought death afionen (Genesis
3). The Lord Jesus is describedths last Adan{45) and as the
representative of all his people, he brings lifd a&ictory over death.
For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all sHa#l made aliv€22).

The question may be asked, ‘If Christ has conquédeadh for us, why
do Christians still die and their bodies decayha grave?’ Paul’'s
answer is,But each one in his own order: Christ the firstits,
afterwards those who are Christ’s at his comif23). The first-fruits
of the harvest foreshadowed the full harvest (liew#t 23:10). By his
resurrection the Lord Jesus is the first-fruitsGafd’s harvest which
will be at his second coming. In that glorious dag/shall gather all his
people home to himself. He will have completed gk as our
Redeemer, destroying death, our last enemy. Heputilan end to all
kingdoms and authorities opposed to himself and d&liver the
kingdom to God the Father and will be subject tm [(24—28). This
does not mean that Christ is inferior to God théhé&min his Person.
The ‘subordination’ of the Son to the Father ishis office as
Redeemer and King but not in his Person. He wasiafgd to this
work by God the Father (28), but he is still codqui¢h the Father (cp.
Philippians 2:6—11). When all his enemies are saddsod will beall
in all. Peter Naylor comments, ‘All is at an end. The paogme is
finished. ... Nothing can disturb the glory of thew creation. Never
again will the Son be commissioned to seek ané@ve,so0 bleed and
to die, to reign and to judgeZOMMENTARY ON 1 CORINTHIANS page
337).

Are you ‘in Christ’ ? Only those who aréin Christ’ will share in this
glorious resurrection and be gathered home to God.
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25 AUGUST 1 Corinthians 15:29-34

Awake to righteousness

Verse 29 is one of the most difficult New Testameatses to
understand. It appears that the Corinthians wemdlifar with an
erroneous practice of proxy baptism on behalf efdead, possibly for
converts who had died before they had been bapfizezlapostle did
not sanction such a practice, but rather pointghait inconsistency in
doing such a thing if there were no resurrectionhef dead. What
would be the point of it all? This false practicasaprobably one of
those things which the apostle was to set in ootiehis next visit to
Corinth (11:34). We must never use uncertain orcaols verses to
establish doctrine. The Lord Jesus commanded thataptize those
who are disciples, but not on behalf of the deadt{iMew 28:19).

Paul reminded the Corinthians of his exposure togéa and life-
threatening situations for the sake of Christ. Theflict at Ephesus
(from where he wrote this letter) was such thatdescribes the
opponents of the gospel ‘@gasts’.What advantage was all this to him
if there was no resurrection (30-32)? If the deaadhat rise, suffering
is meaningless to the Christian because there wioeldo glory to
follow (Romans 8:18). Paul quotes Isaiah 22:13 how the
consequences of such a vidwet us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die
(32). What a dreadful outlook on life; living folgasure now because
there is no bright tomorrow. Many around us livetjlike that, as if
there were no judgment, heaven or hell.

The apostle quotes the Greek poet Menander (whasegs would
have been familiar to the Corinthians) to warnhef danger of keeping
company with those who live for pleasure with nodlght for
tomorrow:‘Evil company corrupts good habit§33). We must watch
the company we keep (cp. Psalm 1:1) because we aceeasily
infected with worldly ways of thinking and can eady fall into
spiritual slumber. We are called to bawake to righteousne$34). If
we love the Lord, we will not want to live like tb® who do not know
him.
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26 AUGUST 1 Corinthians 15:35-50

How are the dead raised up?

Paul has asserted that there is a resurrectidneobady and he now
deals with two questions that may arise in our rsind

1. How does God form new bodies from those whicfelratted and
returned to dust? How about those who have been égtanimals, or
burned up in flames? How can there be a resurreatieen there is no
body to raise™ow are the dead raised ug35). Such questions are
understandable but nothing is impossible with Gddie made Adam
from dust, can he not raise us from dust to givarusortal bodies? A
seed that is sown in the ground must die to iesds a seed in order to
produce new life (36). It then becomes somethingedy different —
a plant. Just as there are different kinds of gland different kinds of
celestial bodies (stars and planets), there istaranbody and a
spiritual body. The natural body is sown in corrapt(see Genesis
3:19), in dishonour, and in weakness; it is raiseidcorruption, glory
and power as a spiritual body (37-44).

2. What will the resurrection body be like? (35b)will not be flesh
and blood subject to normal bodily needs such ed &nd rest. It will
be in the image of Christ (49-50; cp. Philippian203-21; 1 John
3:1-3). The risen Christ ate food but he did n&ci for survival nor
was he limited by space or material barriers. V& &le the same when
our frail bodies are raised from the dust. Our @nédodies were not
made for heaven and could not endure its blazingygdnd majesty.
Our new bodies will be free from pain, sufferinglateath. There will
be no imperfections in them and glory will be rdedan us (Romans
8:18). Just as the disciples recognized the riseo8r, so we will be
able to recognize each other in heaven.

Heaven is not some fuzzy state of nirvana wheresthu is absorbed
into some universal consciousness, where persgpreaéses to exist.
The future is wonderful beyond our wildest imaginaton —
Glorious bodies and a place prepared for us whereavshall see our
wonderful Saviour who loved us and gave himself fons!
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27 AUGUST 1 Corinthians 15:51-58

Death is swallowed up in victory

We have already seen that death came into the woddgh the sin of
Adam (see notes for 24 August). Death is a deatdyny which reigns
over every human being (Romans 5:14); it is a tywamch swallows

up thousands every hour throughout the world. Déeth many
servants to feed its appetite — disease, plagaesné, wars, violence,
etc. When Jesus rose from the grave, he burstthpgorison-house of
death and when he comes again, death, which swsaligwevery

human will itself be swallowed up. This is the ngyrgt the truth which
God has revealed (51)eath is swallowed up in victo($4; cp. Isaiah
25:8). The risen Saviour hdse keys of Hades and of deé®ev. 1:18).

The Bible describes death slgepfor the believer (20,51). When a
Christian dies, his soul (spirit) goes to be withri€t (Acts 7:59-60;

2 Corinthians 5:8; Philippians 1:23; Hebrews 12:28hen the Lord
Jesus returns, there will be a great blast of mpet andhe dead will
be raised incorruptibleThe dust of those bodies will be transformed.
Those who are alive will also be changed,; thissfamation will take
place in a split second (51-52). Our new bodies lvéllike Christ’s
resurrection body. They will not suffer sicknessinp nor death. Death
will be swallowed up and its deadly poisonous stelgoved. Is it any
wonder that we have a song of victory (55-57)?

We have a glorious hope. Let us not grow wearyisogadiraged in the
work of God, but besteadfast, immovable, always abounding in the
work of the LordWe serve the risen, almighty, sovereign Saviow! H
will be with us until the end of the age when henes again (Matthew
28:20). Have you grown disheartened in your Chaistservice?
Remember, the Lord never promised that it will aesyelLet us
persevere because our labour for him is not in vaif68).
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28 AUGUST 1 Corinthians 16:1-4

Now concerning the collection

Our thoughts are now directed from the great trofitbe resurrection

of Christ and of all believers to the subject @& tollection for the poor
saints at Jerusalem (1; cp. Romans 15:26). The ggiNow
concerning the collection ..ihdicates that this was one of the matters
on which the Corinthians had requested guidance{dp 25; 8:1;
12:1). Many in the Jerusalem church were poverigksn, probably
through periods of famine or persecution from urdvahg Jews (cp.
Acts 11:28).

These verses lay down some of the principles faig@ian giving
(there are more in 2 Corinthians, chapters 8 and 9)

*  The ministry of giving is for every Christiargch;2). We cannot
opt out of this obligation which God lays upon aklievers.
* We are to give as we are abbs (he may prospef 2; cp. Acts
11:29). A true indication of our love for the Loadd his people is not
found in the amount we give, but in the amount wiel thack to spend
on ourselves.

* We must give regularly and systematicaldn the first day of the
weekindicates that Sunday was the regular day of wiqr$br
Christians rather than the Jewish Sabbath (cp. 2@ Rev. 1:10).

» Christian leaders must be above reproach in momatyers (cp.
Titus 1:7). The churches were expected to dondistantial sums to
Paul's appeal and he invited them to send reprasees to go with
him to Jerusalem with their gifts (3—4).

Always abounding in the work of the Ldith:58) involves giving
generously to that worlAre you a cheerful giver?

We lose what on ourselves we spend
We have as treasure without end
Whatever, Lord, to thee we lend,
Who givest all.

(Christopher Wordstr
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29 AUGUST 1 Corinthians 16:5-12

A great and effective door has opened unto me

It is almost impossible to reason with those wreamvinced that the
Lord has told them to do a certain thing or to@a tertain place. They
have real problems if their schemes come to notbirtheir plans are
overturned. Paul did not plan with such a brashtwede and he
recognized that the Lord may have different idedsg own it may be
... if the Lord permits5-7).

Paul urged the Corinthians not to despise Timatineicame to them
(10). He did not enjoy good health (cp. 1 Timothy24 5:23) and he
seems to have been a little timid. We do not kndw Wpollos was
unwilling to return to Corinth with the brethrer2j11t may have been
that he was uneasy with the party spirit at Corartd did not want to
give any encouragement to those who hero-worshigped(cp.
1:11-12).

The apostle planned to stay in Ephesus* until Rerste He writes,
‘For a great and effective door has opened to nmel there are many
adversaries’(8—-9). The gospel had made a great impact indityat
(Acts 19) but there was great opposition; this i make Paul run
away from Ephesus, however. When God opens daersan be sure
that Satan will be active in opposing us. You, tom@y encounter
opposition at work for your stand as a Christiahymu must not take
that as a sign that you should leave your job;Litvel may wish you
to remain. Remember, tribulation builds up Christzharacter
(Romans 5:3-5). You must also persevere in the wuak God has
given you to do in the church, whatever the diffies. Churches are
not built up overnight and we must not abandon ouwork for the
Lord when the going is tough!

* The footnote in the Authorised Version says tttes letter to the Corinthians
was written from Philippi. | believe that the tréaters of the AV were mistaken
and that Paul wrote from Ephesus (8; cp. 15:32)igphis in Europe, not Asia
(19)
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30 AUGUST 1 Corinthians 16:13-18

Let all that you do be done with love

Paul approached the end of his letter with somg efeallenging words
in verses 13 and 14. The Corinthian church wasgodamaged by
disorder and division. They neededaatchso that they would be on
their guard against any work of Satan among themeyTheeded to
stand firm in the faith against false teacherseesly against those
who were denying the resurrection of Christ. Mahyhem were
immature and Paul urgese brave(the Greek means ‘play the man’).
When Christian men lack godly manliness and coyrdgsy do not
glorify God! If we want tobe strongin the Lord we must exercise
ourselves in godliness (1 Timothy 4:6—7); we muestisciplined and
build ourselves up through God’s word.

Paul had already written a great passage on Idapter 13) and now
he urgesiLet all that you do be done with lov@’4). The great problem
at Corinth was a lack of love between some of tleenivers of the
church and so they quarrelled and had their cligidse new
commandment of the Lord Jesus is that we love or¢ha&r (John
13:34). Love makes obedience to God a delight (dght5); it covers
a multitude of sins (1 Peter 4:8); it brings joyworking for God in
fellowship with others in the church; it makestak difference to our
Christian life and to the life of the church.

Read verses 13 and 14 several times and meditatetipm. They are
God'’s Word to us as well as to the Corinthiang live in confusing
and evil days. Be on your guard, stand fast in th&ith, be brave,
be strong, and let the love of God be seen in alidt you do.

Love is the golden chain that binds
The happy souls above
And he’s an heir of heaven that finds
His bosom glow with love.
(Joseph Swain)
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31 AUGUST ) 1 Corinthians 16:15-24

They have devoted themselves to the ministry ofshiats

The Corinthian church was beset by problems butiwit were to be
found some choice and godly Christians. Paul maatsmme of them
here. Stephanus and his household were the fitsirtoto Christ in
Corinth the first-fruits of Achaipand were among the few there who
had been baptized by Paul (1:16). They were exaplihose who did
everything with love (14). The apostle writes oémh, ‘They have
devoted themselves to the ministry of the sa{@f. Their home was
a place where discouraged, weary, burdened andlegdbelievers
could find a warm welcome and much encouragemehatVd great
ministry and the whole family were involved! We de® recognize
that a Christian home can be greatly used by God.

Paul was a spiritual giant, but he needed the tnynig other believers.
He wrote of Stephanus, Fortunatus and Achaittsy;, they have
refreshed my spirit and yourdMe should gladly submit to such people
who have earned our respect (16—18). Paul hadniestAquila and
Priscilla at Corinth, but they were now with himEphesus where they
had opened their home for church meetings (19Acps 18:1-3,
18-19). We should be warm in our greetings to e#tbkr and let us
always be ready to welcome strangers. A kiss ismancon form of
greeting in some countries and in such caseggnsiissible but if we
do kiss, we must be sure that itaisoly kisq20). There is a warning
for those who do not love the Lord:anyone does not love the Lord
Jesus Christ, let him be accurs@®). Do you love the Lord? If you
do not, beware! You will be accursed rather than l@ssed. Why opt
for such a wretched state? Oh, turn now to Christ ad repent of
your sin. He will then accept you!

Some of the Corinthians had caused Paul much lchartaut he ends
his letter by assuring them of his love for thékty love be with you
all in Christ Jesus. Amer{24).
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