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1 AUGUST Ezekiel 21:8-32

Because you have made your iniquity to be rememdere

This second oracle is a poem about the ‘sword efLibrd’ which is
polished and sharpenaaimake a dreadful slaughtef the princes and
people of Israel (9-12). The striking of the thigas an expression of
grief (12; cp. Jeremiah 31:19). Can you imagineftinee of Ezekiel's
words as he spoke like a battle command8rords at the ready!
Thrust right! Set your blade! Thrust left — whenreyeur edge is
ordered!’ (16).

In the next oracle God told Ezekiel to draw (ond&na picture
showing a road going from Babylon, dividing intoadwone road
leading to Rabbah, capital of Ammon, and the otbe&erusalem. The
king of Babylon is described as using divinatioml&ermine which of
the two roads he should take and he is directdeiosalem (19-22).
The elders, unable to imagine that Jerusalem wbaldestroyed,
assumed the divination to be false (23). God oVesraccult practices
and the prophet showed that the kingdom would tbkown. The
Lord had solemn words for Zedekj@dBecause you have made your
iniquity to be remembered in that your transgressiare uncovered ...
you shall be taken in han®4). Zedekiah was the last of Judah’s
kings. His kingdom was to be removed from hintil he comes whose
right it is (that is the Messiah, the Lord Jesus, 27).

The fourth prophecy was directed against the AmtesniThey had
long been bitter enemies of God’s people; they Wawt escape
judgment, but be destroyed in their own land (2§-3here was a
future for Judah (27) but not for the Ammonites.

The lesson that the elders of Judah (and all ohasgg to learn is that
God does not overlook our sin. The day of judgmélitreveal all the
sinful deeds of every man and woman (Romans 2:EveRition
20:12). The Christian does not have to fear judgmeowever. The
wonderful thing about God’s forgiveness is that eums are
remembered no more (Hebrews 10:109.you know this forgiveness
in your life?



2 AUGUST Ezekiel 22:1-22

Then you shall know that | am the @RD

Jerusalem is described by the psalmist as Bbewyptiful in elevation,
the joy of the whole earth ... the city of theagi€ing’ (Psalm 48:2).
How things had changed since those days whenpigitocked to the
city, bringing their joyful praises to God! The k4 were sentimental
about the holy city, but the Lord showed them tleatisalem was now
‘the bloody city’'which was ripe for judgment (2—4). There are seven
references to bloodshed (1, 2, 3, 6, 9, 12, 13.I1&hders in Jerusalem
were guilty of this wickedness (6).

The people had forgotten God (12) and when thipéag, holy things
are despised (8); bloodshed, violence, oppressexyal immorality,
injustice, extortion and dishonesty soon becomersomin society
(3-16). God is seen as beating his fists as he at#ntion to the sins
of Jerusalem (13). The Lord warned that he woulal dath them in
judgment and that they would be sent into exile-(B). He said that
when this happenetifou shall know that | am thedrRD (16).

The Lord then told Ezekiel that Israel was like timess that was left
after the process of smelting unrefined ore. Thedce should produce
silver or some other precious metal at the enti@ptocess but all that
Israel produced was worthless dross (17-20; cpHsk21-22). The
Lord warned that he would gather the people inte thdst of
Jerusalem where they would go for safety, but iuMde a furnace
where he would blow on them with the fire of hisatir . They would
then know that the Lord had poured out his furyrugfeem (19-22).

Do you wonder what relevance this has to us in thisventy-first
century? The sins listed in verses 3 to 13 are prevalerdralind us
in the western world. In past centuries we haveaknthe blessing of
God and our laws were based on the teaching oBithle. \We have
forgotten God (12) and rejected his holy Word apgdosed Christian
teaching. Those of us who love the Lord must seekine as lights in
the darkness and proclaim the gospel to those whimst.



3 AUGUST Ezekiel 22:23-31

| sought for a man ... but | found no one

The Lord now denounced the wickedness of Judahddes. False

prophets were misleading the people with their;liéSests were

violating God’s law and profaning holy things; prés were using their
power to kill in order to obtain dishonest gaire fpoor and the needy
were oppressed (23-29).

God said,;So | sought for a man among them who would makealh
and stand in the gap before me on behalf of thd,lan but I found
no one’(30). The prophet Jeremiah was persecuted and ties no
one in any position of power or influence in Jeleisato take a stand
for righteousness and plead with God for the peopeses’
intercession for Israel was eloquent and movingeagpleaded with
God for the people (Exodus 32:11-13, 31-32) buhtevcessor could
be found for Jerusalem, to stand between her sinhenwrath of God.

We live in desperate times with godlessness an#éeslicess rapidly
increasing in our society. Many evangelical chuschee weak and
doctrinally confused and we are making very litttgpact on those
who are in darkness. In many of our churches, thggr meetings are
poorly attended. Let us pray that God will be péeb raise up godly
men to'stand in the gap'We desperately need men and women who
will intercede for our wicked nation so that God'sjudgment will be
turned away from us.Are you concerned enough to pour out your
heart in prayer?

Where unclean men in filthy dress

Parade their foul unrighteousness,

And strive Thy gospel to suppress,

In judgment, Lord, come down.

But who among us truly prays,

Or stirs himself to seek thy face?

We sleep, so slumbers yet thy grace,
To wake us, Lord, come down.

(From hymn ‘A Cry for Revival’, written 2014 hjohn Armstrong
of Cowley Hill Free Church, Borehamwood)
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4 AUGUST Ezekiel 23:1-35

Because you have forgotten me ... you shall bea penalty

We have already seen (chapter 16) that unfaithdrite God is
spiritual adultery and this theme is again takennughis chapter. The
Lord pulls no punches in his condemnation of thee. After

Solomon’s death the nation was divided into twogkioms. Their
capitals are here pictured as two sisters, Oho&dmaria) and
Oholibah (Jerusalem). Both sisters flirted with adly nations and
played the prostitute, becoming polluted with théalatry (5-21,30).
The Lord had delivered Oholah (Samaria) into thedhaf her lovers
who had destroyed her (9-10).

Jerusalem was aware of the judgment that God haught upon the
northern kingdom (taken into Assyrian captivity4@1l BC), but she
had become more corrupt than Samaria (11). The used ungodly
nations in his purposes of judgment. He said teatvbuld use the very
nations with whom Jerusalem had flirted to destiey (22—24,29).
Jerusalem would drink of the same terrible cupudfjment as Samaria
(32—-35). Why did Samaria and Jerusalem sink inbéaidy? Because
God was forgotten! The Lord said to Jerusal®ecause you have
forgotten me and cast me behind your back, thezefou shall bear
the penalty of your lewdnedq85; cp. 22:12). The Jews had been
repeatedly warned about the peril of forgetting Gefbre they entered
the promised land (eg. Deuteronomy 6:12; 8:11,14,19

Many people who once appeared to be keen Christienso longer
found in the house of God. They were once fullighasiasm and they
prayed fervently in the prayer meetings, but nogytare cold in heart.
| grieve over some who are known to me. What ispitublem? The
Lord was gradually crowded out of their lives ahdyt became taken
up with worldly pursuitslf we forget God, we are asking for
trouble. Oh, let us take to heart the warning of this pgss#/e must
discipline our lives and maintain a daily walk witie Lord. If you
have been drifting in your Christian life, comethe Lord and repent
of your sin. He will then restore to you the joyyalur salvation.



5 AUGUST Ezekiel 23:36—-49

Moreover they have done this to me

The words'harlot’ and*harlotry’ are used fourteen times in this
chapter to describe the sin of Israel and Judaéir Timfaithfulness is
also described as adultery (37,43,45). When Gatple forsake him
for idolatry and pagan religious ritual, it is spial adultery. They had
sacrificed their children as food to idols (37; &¢6:20; 20:26). They
had defiled God’s sanctuary and profaned his salbaind he said,
‘Moreover they have done this to n{88). All sin is against God and
he is not indifferent to it.

Under the law of Moses adulterers were stoned aitdécp. John
8:4-5). Jerusalem would suffer the penalty of #ve for her spiritual
adultery (46—-47). The Babylonian army would comaiasf the city
with stones and with their swords and would cut ddle people.

Derek Thomas writes, ‘The sinfulness of Israel dndah, focused on
their respective capital cities of Samaria and dalem, has been
portrayed in terms of an allegory of two fallen wam Oholah and
Oholibah. The depth of treachery, sinking into iiee of prostitution
and adultery is shocking. God’s Old Testament dhinas committed
the gravest of transgressions against the cove8hathas violated the
bond of marriage '@OD STRENGTHENSpage 173).

What lesson is there here for us? Our relationghtpe Lord Jesus is
like that of a bride to her husband (cp. 2 Coritisi 11:2; Ephesians
5:23-27). He is the Lover of our souls amellove him because he first
loved uq1 John 4:19). You may wonder why the people dabicould
be so foolish as to turn to the lewd worship of 8udols? Do you ever
wonder how many Christians can become infatuatetthéyvorld and
its ways, which is spiritual adultery (James 4143Pus remain faithful
to God and his Word, and faithful to his truithat is no problem if
we truly love him!



6 AUGUST Ezekiel 24:1-14

You will not be purged of your filthiness any more

The Lord gave Ezekiel another message of doom cuoncg
Jerusalem on the very day in 588 BC that the Batgits began their
siege of the city (1-2; cp. 2 Kings 25:1-2). The@se timing of
Ezekiel’'s message would have had a profound efiadhe exiles
when they later heard that the attack on Jerushkmimbegun on that
very day. The message was in the form of a par@)lerhe prophet
poured some water into a cooking pot, placing pietes of meat and
choicecuts (better translatetthoice bonesas in the ESV). The pot
was rusty ‘6cum’, better translated ‘rust’; 6). Ezekiel then heated
the pot on a fire, and as it was heated, its intiggrcame out into the
water and polluted the contents.

The people of Jerusalem had become very complaséaheir sin.

They expected to be protected by the walls of ttyejast as meat is
protected from the fire in a cauldron. God had tbkeim that he would
bring them out of Jerusalem to be slain (11:3-i}his chapter the
pot represents Jerusalem and the fire the judgmoe@od. The

contents are burned up and then taken out pieqeecog (4-6, 9-10)
which symbolised the scattering of the people. 3tuem (rust) stood
for the filth and bloodshed of the city which wouldt be removed.
The pot is to be emptied of its contents and thetted in the fire —
Jerusalem had to be destroyed (11-14).

The people of the city had continually despised '&agrnings and
had persisted in their rebellion against him. Thagt refused to repent
and to forsake their sin and it was now too latee Tord said,
‘Because | purged you, and you were not purged, widlunot be
purged of your filthiness any mor@3). If we refuse to repent of our
sin and continue to ignore God’s warnings to us, ware playing
with fire! There will be no second chance after death ashitiéng
words of Revelation 22:11 confirrie who is filthy, let him be filthy
still.” May this solemn passage of Scripture drive us &y por those
who are lost, that they will seek the Lord and tiuam their sin.



7 AUGUST Ezekiel 24: 15-27

| did as | was commanded

Can you imagine how Ezekiel must have felt whenLibsial told him
that he was going to remove his wife by death? sk been his
beloved companion in the loneliness he had expegtkas a prophet.
God described her &be desire of your eye$16) and told him that he
was to hide his grief and refrain from the rituakaciated with
mourning (16-18). Ezekiel was unswerving in hisdieece to God.
He was not bitter about his wife’s sudden death @od’s command
not to mourn her. He writed, did as | was commanded18). He
trusted and obeyed in his sorrow. If you are pagshrough a
perplexing trial, trust in the Lord, rememberingtine is wise and
kind. He will always love you (Romans 8:35-39).

After the death of his wife the people were natyrplizzled at the
apparent lack of grief and they asked him what nmgglay behind the
tragic situation:Will you not tell us what these things signifyu that
you behave so118-19). God’s word to the people was that Ezekiel
was a sign to them. When judgment came upon Jeraséley would
not mourn or weep even though the city was thereeditheir eyes
(20-25). It is possible that Ezekiel meant thay tiweuld be in such a
state of shock when Jerusalem was destroyed tagptvwbuld not be
able to express their grief.

God had told Ezekiel to remain dumb and only speh&n he had a
word from the Lord (3:22-27); this probably meamatthe was to
refrain from normal day-to-day conversation. Godvntold the
prophet that when he heard the news of the falleofisalem from a
fugitive who had escaped the city, he would no &rfge mute'Thus
you will be a sign to them, and they shall know ttzem the IORD (24,
26-27; cp. 33:21-22). To be a sign to Judah wasstlydusiness for
Ezekiel. Those who serve God will not find an epathway. It means
dying to our own self-interests and it can leadutiering. May God
give us the grace and strength to follow the Lord dsus who
suffered and died to save us.



8 AUGUST Ezekiel 25:1-17

Then you shall know that | am the @RD

Chapters 25 to 32 are taken up with prophecieseammitg nations
surrounding Judah. Ammon, Moab and Edom had engedr&ing
Zedekiah to rebel against the Babylonians (Jere@fah-11). When
Jerusalem fell, the Ammonites gloated with joy at®destruction and
the captivity of its people (3,6). They also inatigd the assassination
of Gedaliah whom the Babylonians had appointedasemor of
Judah (Jeremiah 40:14). When God punishes his @gibfd no reason
for others to mock them. The principle that God wilrse those who
curse his people still applies (Genesis 12:3). Alessing of Abraham
now comes upon all Christians, both Jew and Geftitdatians 3:13).
No weapon formed against us shall prosper (Isadah73.

Moab was denounced because they refused to adwpludah was
special to God. With ‘Seir’ (another name for Eddhgy said,;Look!
The house of Judah is like all the natio(®). They derided Israel and
were proud against God (Jeremiah 48:26-29). Thenids were also
condemned for their hatred of Judah (12-14; cpl-365; Obadiah
10-15). The Philistines had long been enemies efldws and had
taken vengeance against theith a spiteful hear(15). This may refer
to an earlier period in Judah’s history when theyaded during the
reign of King Ahaz (2 Chronicles 28:18).

God brought judgment upon these nations to puriismtfor their
wickedness and to show them that he is tloRD (‘Yahweh’ or
‘Jehovah’), the only true and living Goétihen you shall know that |
am the IORD (5,7,11,17; cp verse 14. See also the notes @ta@).
Many people scoff when it is suggested that Gdbagtis in judgment
upon sinners. They are foolish and are ignoratheffact that God is
absolutely sovereign and just. God does avengpdngecuted people
(Luke 18:7—8; Romans 12:19)here are many enemies of the gospel
in the twenty-first century but the sovereign God bvingly cares for
us. Suffering is for a time but glory awaits us (Rmans 8:18).Let us
be encouraged and seek to make known the gosp¢lmiany may
come to acknowledge Christ as their Lord and Sawiou
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9 AUGUST Ezekiel 26:1-21

| am against you

The next three chapters are taken up with prophexacerning Tyre
which was the main seaport on the Phoenician céhstcity had two

harbours, one of them being on an island about #affrshore. Ships
came to Tyre from all over the world and she becamery prosperous
trading centre. One of her kings, Hiram, had s@gpbbolomon with

timber for the temple as well as craftsmen to &#sigs construction

(1 Kings 5).

Jerusalem was now on the point of falling to théBanians and the
people of Tyre gloated over the impending doomhefdity, seeing it
as an opportunity to expand their trade by landvel as by sea (2)
Though God used the Babylonians to punish unfdithidah, it was
no time for gloating by her ungodly neighbours. Tled’s message to
Tyre was,Behold, | am against yoy3). He loves his people and woe
betide those who rejoice when they are in trouble¢ Lord warned
Tyre that Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, woukbalome against
them, bringing such destruction that the foreigrrahants would be
astonished and lament (3-21). If God is againstweshave no hope.
He is against all those who refuse to submit to hipbut is for all
those who embrace the gospel of Chridf. God is for us, who can be
against us{Romans 8:31). On whose side are you?

Prophecies against the nations — Ezekiel chapter® 20 32

Sidon
« Tyre

Mediterranean Sea
AMMON

EGYPT EDOM
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10 AUGUST Ezekiel 27:1-36

Destroyed in the midst of the sea

The Lord told Ezekiel to take up a lamentationTgre which is here
pictured as a splendid merchant ship (3-9). Memesn&om various
nations served in her army (10-11). A descriptibmer trade and
traders then follows with an impressive list of marations and all
kinds of merchandise (12—-24). Tyre also tradedames (13) whose
misery would have stood in stark contrast to heuty-loving people
who enjoyed all the latest comforts.

Do you wonder what relevance these prophecies agaimcient
nations have to us in the twenty-first century? §hes of Tyre are
much in evidence today:

» Pride. Arrogant Tyre had boastéddam perfect in beauty3). She

considered herself able to get along quite welhaut God and had
gloated over the fall of Jerusalem (26:2). Her sgtaur and wealth
were such that she was looked on as an unsinkaighe(25). Her

trading partners and admirers would be astonishddwauld lament
that she had beatestroyed in the midst of the s&2). Many people
would be astonished at the collapse of Tyre andskimould be filled

with fear (35—-36).

* Materialism. There is a warning here about thegeas of living
for pleasure and acquiring possessions. Tyreshtsfied many people
with her wares (33), but material things do nohgriasting joy. In our
‘consumer society’ we are constantly being persddtat the latest
gadgets and fashions are ‘a must’ if we are talgetbest out of life.
The Lord Jesus saitTake heed and beware of covetousness, for one’s
life does not consist in the abundance of the thhypossessdtuke
12:15). The quest for possessions can soon posses¥ ensnare us,
bringing much misery (1 Timothy 6:8-10). The Saviaarns us;You
cannot serve God and mammdig. ‘riches’, Matthew 6:24)Where

is your treasure (Matthew 6:19-21)7?

12



11 AUGUST Ezekiel 28:1-10

Will you still say ... ‘'l am a god’?

The king of Tyre stood condemned for his arrogakizehad become
so powerful and prosperous that in his pride hangd to be a god.
The Lord said;Because your heart is lifted up, and you say, ith a
god, and sit in the seat of the gods” ... Yet y@usaman, and not a god’
(2). God appears to be taunting him in sayiBghold, you are wiser
than Daniel! There is no secret that can be hidétem you! * (3).
Man’s quest to become like God stems from the diprode.
Remember how the serpent tempted Eve, promiStiog, will be like
God'’ if only she would eat of the forbidden fruit (Gsige3:5).

God warne the king of Tyre that he would be slanduse he had set
his heartas the heart of a god’6—8). Circumcision was the sign and
seal of the covenant that God had made with Abralaoh his
descendants (Genesis chapter 17). The king of vigréd die as one
who was uncircumcised at the hands of foreigneeswids without
hope and without God. The Lord asked hiwill you still say before
him who slays you, “I am a god"{9-10).

The Mormons believe that we can progress to beauds. Extreme
charismatic teachers of ‘the name it and clairtyfie also embrace the
blasphemous heresy that Christians are gods namramble to speak
‘a creative word’ to bring into being whatever thegsire. Let us
beware of such a blasphemous heresy! It is truevibaare adopted
into God’s family when we are saved and that thaahis the bride
of Christ.Being children of God does not make us divine! Wera
still creatures subject to his will. The Lord dwellsvith him who has
a contrite and humble spir{'saiah 57:15). We rejoice in the Almighty
who has saved us by grace. Let us worship and duiioie

* Many Bible commentators believe that the Danmientioned here was not the
prophet who was a contemporary of Ezekiel. Theielethat he was a man with
the same name who was famous in Urgaritic liteeadund whavas renownedor
his godliness.
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12 AUGUST Ezekiel 28:11-19

Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty

The Lord told Ezekiel to take up a lamentation ttoe king of Tyre
(11-12).. The wealthy king had his garments studaid precious
stones (13) and in his splendour he was likenezhtangel (‘cherub’
(14,16). In his quest for riches he became fillathwiolence (16).
God said of him, Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty’
(16-17). Pride is the terrible sin which brougtd thll of Satan (cp. 1
Timothy 3:6) and the ruin of Adam and Eve as ween@minded in
yesterday'’s notes.

The obvious warning for us in today’s reading istttve must beware
of pride which has been the ruin of many a perspnRroverbs 16:18).
King Hezekiah was a good king over Judah, but héte sin through
his pride (2 Chronicles 32:24—26). The sin of prides also caused
trouble in many a church. Some of the problemshia €orinthian
church were rooted in pride (1 Corinthians 4:18)5The Lord Jesus
humbled himself to suffer shame and death in otdeyave sinners
(Philippians 2:5-8) and humility is a quality fouimdthe elect people
of God (Colossians 3:12Yes, all of you be submissive to one another,
and be clothed with humility, for God resists theyal, but gives grace
to the humblg1 Peter 5:5)Do not allow pride to spoil your
Christian life and witness.

Note. Some take these verses to refer to the fall ErSsince the king
of Tyre is likened to an angelic beirithé covering cherub,14,16). |
believe that the main reference is to the proud kihTyre, verse 16
containing a reference to his trading. Derek Thomasments,
‘Behind the description of the fall of the king Dfre, lies the shadow
of Satan. Many commentators have believed thatdethis passage
and a similar one of the fall of the king of Bahylm Isaiah 14:12-14
lies a traditional account of the fall of Satan,os8k image these
arrogant monarchs bore. This theory cannot be probet both kings
were types of Satan, who is antichrist (Daniel €123 Thessalonians
2:14). -GOD STRENGTHENSpage 197. See algwD’S WORDSby J.1
Packer, page 87.
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13 AUGUST Ezekiel 28:20-26

Then they shall know that | am the@RrD

The chapter concludes with a prophecy against Sittensecond
largest city of Phoenicia and situated about twéing miles north of
Tyre. The Sidonians were devoted to the worshithefgod Baal. In
earlier times the wicked Jezebel, daughter of Ethldang of Sidon,
had been a fanatical follower of Baal and a pertmcaf God’s
prophets (1 Kings 16:30-33; 18:4).

The Sidonians despised God’s people and were ligaiaful thorn
which pierced them (24). The Lord said that he wqulinish Sidon
and be glorified in her midst (22). God promiseat this people would
dwell safely when he executed judgments on all¢gha®und them
who despise them (26). The phrd3@en they shall know that | am the
LORD is found in verses 22,23 and 24.

The people of Judah would be taken into exile ibyBan because of
their rebellion against God but he now had a wdrancouragement
for them. The Lord promised that Israel would b&taeed to the land
(a foretaste of what is to come in chapters 33jo Motice that God'’s
people will know that the Lord itheir God’ (26). How wondeful it is
to know God personally (see Philippians 4:19; delsr13:6)! On the
day of judgment everyone will know that the Lorddsd, but only
those who know the Lord alseir God will escape condemnation and
be welcomed to be with the Lord Jesus for elder.you know the
Lord as your God? Do you love him and gladly obeyik Word?

Derek Thomas writes, ‘The charge that Ezekieludl ‘6f judgment” is

imbalanced. The prophecy certainly does contairesointhe strongest
notes of God’s anger towards sin found anywhetbearScriptures. In
that sense it is not an “easy” book to read. Big &lso suffused with
statements of God’s grace. The sentiment in ve?28e26 is yet
another of many such in Ezekiel (cf. 11:17; 20:344R; 29:13; 34:13;
36:24; 37:21; 38:8; 39;27). Though God is justlgignwith Judah, his
anger lasts only for a while, and once the lessaeen learnt he will
restore them to their land agai6@D STRENGTHENSpages 198-199).
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14 AUGUST Ezekiel 29:1-21

No longer shall it be the confidence of the housklsrael

The next four chapters contain prophecies of dogairest Egypt
which were uttered just before and after the fallerusalem (587 to
585 BC). Verses 17 to 21 of this chapter are theepkon, being
written in 571 BC. Egypt is pictured as a monsyerd in the midst of
the streams at the mouth of the River Nile (3). Bb&sted that she had
made the river and the Lord was against her onuatoaf her pride
(3,9). He warned that the Egyptians would be sufibety years of
captivity, but would then be restored. The onceudraation would
become a lowly kingdom, no longer ruling other oasi (12—-15). The
expressioriThen they shall know that | am the LORIB’found in
verses 6,9,16 and 21.We must never fear arrogantfareGod has
brought down many a tyrant and has destroyed gnesires.The
LORDreigns(Psalm 93:1) and this is our confidence in difi¢imes.
Wicked régimes have collapsed during the pastytgetrts.

The Lord was also against the Egyptians becaugehtiek promised to
help King Zedekiah but when needed they were usel@s-7; cp.
Isaiah 30:7; Jeremiah 46:17). The Lord said of Egi{o longer shall
it be the confidence of the house of Isrd&8). How foolish to trust
in men when we should be trusting in God who is talmighty,
sovereign, eternal, wise and merciful Lord of the miverse!

Why should | make a man my trust?
Princes must die and turn to dust!

Vain is the help of flesh and blood:

Their breath departs, their pomp and power,
And thoughts all vanish in an hour,

Nor can they make their promise good.

Happy the man whose hopes rely

On Israel’'s God! He made the sky,

And earth, and seas, with all their train:

His truth for ever stands secure;

He saves the oppressed, he feeds the poor,

And none shall find his promise vain. (Isaac Watts)
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15 AUGUST Ezekiel 30:1-26

When | put my sword into the hand of the king of B@on

The first prophecy in this chapter (1-19) descritiess Babylonian
attack on Egypt and her allies (5). Some of thenn@ivns are singled
out for mention in verses 13 to 1¥he day of the @RD (3) is often
used to describe the coming of God in judgment(e 2:1). It is also
used with reference to the second coming of Chnst the great day
of judgment (1 Thessalonians 5:2; 2 Peter 3:10).

God warned that a sword would come upon Egypti{#Jould be his
sword:When | put my sword into the hand of the kingabyon’ (25).
This theme is taken up in the second prophecy whigshuttered in the
eleventh year of Ezekiel's exile, 587 BC (20—-2&)eTBabylonians
were besieging Jerusalem at this very time and roatlye Jews were
expecting help from Egypt against the invaderssmas short-lived
while the Babylonians had left Jerusalem to dedhwfis threat
(Jeremiah 37:5-11).

Those who were hoping for deliverance through Egyphelp would
be disappointed. The Lord said that he would sctteeEgyptians and
would break Pharaoh’s arms so that he would be len@bhold a
sword. He would, however, strengthen the armsekihg of Babylon
who would conquer Egypt (21-25). Notice the reetibf the phrase,
‘Then they shall know that | am theRD (verse 8,19, 25 and 26). God
is sovereign over all nations and uses ungodly mefurther his
purposesAs we ponder the historic events of our time, we cabe
sure that God’s purposes will come to pass.

The Lord is King! lift up your voice

, O earth, and all ye heavens, rejoice!
From world to world the joy shall ring:
The Lord Omnipotent is King!!

The Lord is King! child of the dust,

The Judge of all the earth is just;

Holy and true are all his ways.

Let every creature speak his praise. (Josiah Conder)
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16 AUGUST Ezekiel 31:1-18

| made the nations shake at the sound of its fall

This prophecy against Egypt came only a month leetbe fall of
Jerusalem (1; cp. Jeremiah 52:5-6). Pharaoh, Kiktgypt, is here
likened to Assyria which is described as a majesttar in Lebanon.
This cedar dwarfs all the other trees and is b&duiti its greatness
(3-14). Kings were often pictured as great trees (3aniel 4:10-12,
22-27), but trees are not immortal and neitherralers, however
powerful they may be. The Lord brings them crasliogn.

God said that the fall of Egypt would bring feadanourning among
its neighbours!l made the nations shake at the sound of its fall’
(15-16). Death respects no one and is the grealldevreducing the
mighty to the same state as the insignificant. Eggptians practised
circumcision and were lavish in their burial ritése Lord warned that
when he killed Pharaoh and his army, they wouldhligne midst of the
uncircumcised — a great disgrace in Egyptian e¥8} (

We must always remember that God will surely deigt whe wicked
in judgment. Tyrants may strut around inspiring f&ad dread in those
whom they oppress, but the Lord in heaven laughhbeit roaring
(Psalm 2:1-5). Christian, are you fearful? Do yeel fintimidated by
proud scoffers? Are you anxious about the poteterabr that could be
unleashed by powerful, godless nations? Look to ¥@ed and King!
Think about his greatness and worship him. Encauyagrself in God
who loves you and who will always care for you.

Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to @ovho alone is
wise, be honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen.
(1 Timothy 1:17).

Note. The wordhell’ (15) translatedgrave’ in the AV and NIV is from the

Hebrew word ‘sheol’. The same word is also foumdiérses 16 and 17 and in
chapter 32:21,27. ‘Sheol’ is the abode of the deadlis different from the other
Hebrew word ‘geber’ which is used to denote a gratere the body is laid to

rest (as used in EzekigR:22,23,25,26).
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17 AUGUST Ezekiel 32:1-32

They ... bear their shame with those who go downhe Pit

This chapter contains two prophecies which conlimentations for
Pharaoh (1-16) and Egypt (17—-32). The date ofitsieprophecy is the
end of February 585 BC, eight months after thedhllerusalem. The
second prophecy was uttered two weeks later.

The first prophecy is similar to that in chapter 2&rses 1 to 16. In this
lamentation for Pharaoh God again declares thavinsd of judgment
upon Pharaoh is the sword of the king of Babyldi(1l). Pharaoh is
likened to a ayoung lion and a water monster whe&s been ensnared
in a net and left bleeding to death on the lan®{&p.29:3). Notice
that it is God who brings this calamity upon Pharébwill' repeated
in each of verses 3-10).

The second lament describes the slain of Egyptodrsgveral great
nationswho have gone down to hélsheol’, 27). That dreadful place
is also calledthe Pit’ (18, 23-25, 29, 30; see also 26:20; 31:14,16).
‘The Pit’is associated with darkness and being lost witeswape. The
prophet uses the language of poetry to depict tbadfiul doom of the
ungodly nations but their plight in hell is realoaigh! They are not
annihilated at death but are conscious of theimeha-"They .... bear
their shame with those who go down to the P30). How could
Pharaotbe comfortedn hell (31)? He sees that his nation is joined by
the slain of other nations. Such comfort is cold dlusory, however.
What satisfaction is there in not being alone antbegloomed? When
Christ returns, our bodies will be resurrect&te resurrection of
condemnatior{John 5:28-29) will bringghame and everlasting
contemp{Daniel 12:2).

How will you do in the day of resurrection when thelLord Jesus
returns? Only those who know Christ as their Lord and Savimave
any hope. How is it with you? If you are not a Ghan, you are lost!
| urge you to consider your ways, repent of yoaraid come to the
Lord Jesus today. He will not turn you away.
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18 AUGUST Ezekiel 3 3:1-20

His blood I will require at your hand

Chapters 33 to 48 contain the third and final secof the book of
Ezekiel. The prophecies in this section were restrafter the fall of
Jerusalem. Today'’s reading has some verses sitildrose found
earlier in the book (3:16-21; 18:21-29). We haaa&drchapter after
chapter in this prophecy which warn of judgmenteTliord had
appointed Ezekiel as a watchman for the houseraéliso warn them
that he would surely punish them for their wickesieGod told him
that if he did not warn the wicked to turn from hiay, ‘his blood I will
require at your hand(7—8). The Bible message of the wrath of God
against sinners, of judgment and of hell, is migsirom much
evangelistic preaching today. If sinners are notnea of their
desperate plight they will hardly repent of their. o0 you realise
that if we hide the message of the gospel, God wiiquire the blood
of sinners at our hand?

When the Holy Spirit works in a person’s life, lging conviction of
sin, he sees his own helplessness and will sayteamgesimilar to the
words found in verse 10. -H our transgressions and our sins lie upon
us, and we pine away in them, how can we then'lii@8uch a person,
the Lord has a reassuring mességeave no pleasure in the death of
the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his wag &ve. Turn, turn
from your evil ways! For why should you di€21).

The Lord warned that if a righteous man forsaksgighteousness for
a sinful way of life, his former righteousness wilunt for nothing, but
if a wicked man turns from his sin, he will be fwgn and his former
sins forgotten. This seemed unfair to many who damed, saying,
‘The way of the ORD is not fair’ but God charged them with being
unfair (17; cp.18:21-29). Many refuse to believ&iod because they
view him as being unfair in allowing suffering. Jhe&o not understand
that suffering is in the world because of the dil\dam and of his
descendants (all of us). Human reasoning wouldrckhiat God is
unfair to allow the Lord Jesus to suffer for ourssWhat they see as
unfair is a source of wonder and praise for the b&tver!
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19 AUGUST Ezekiel 33:21-33

They hear your words, but they do not do them

God had told Ezekiel to remain dumb and only teakpghen he had
a word from the Lord (3:22-27). The Lord had aldd Ezekiel that a
fugitive from Jerusalem would bring news of itd tal him and then
the Lord would open his mouth (see 24:26-27). Sixtins after the
fall of Jerusalem a fugitive from Jerusalem arriveth the news of its
fall (21-22. The hand of the Lord came upon Ezekiel evening
before. God opened Ezekiel's mouth and gave hinessage for those
who had escaped the Babylonian captivity and had beft in Judah.

Those left in Jerusalem believed that they had tsared from
captivity because the Lord had given them the (@8d24). They were
very wicked, however, with bloodshed, idolatry anmumorality rife

among them (25-26; see also Jeremiah chapters4) .td hey were
deceiving themselves, for there can be no blesajart from

repentance, and God told them that they would mio¢rnit the land
(27-29).

Ezekiel was by now the talk of the exiles. They badn the fulfilment
of his prophecies concerning Jerusalem and thewkhat he was
speaking as the mouthpiece of God. They encouragel other to
hear the prophet because his preaching was asimpjemsthem as
listening to someone with a good voice singingweelp song (30, 32).
They gladly heard the Word of God but that wasgoatd enough. The
Lord said to EzekielThey hear your words, but they do not do them;
for with their mouth they show much love, but tiheiarts pursue their
own gain’(31-32).

We should all delight in hearing good preachingthete are dangers
even in this holy exercise. We may vigorously asther inerrancy and
reliability of the Bible, but what is the use ofaneg God’s Word if we
do not obey it? If this describes us, we are I foolish man who
built his house on the sand (Matthew 7:26—27).r8iatquite happy for
us to listen to faithful preaching seven days akr&selong as we do not
obey God’s WordLet us beware of mere sermon-tasting!

21



20 AUGUST Ezekiel 34:1-10

So they were scattered because there was no shdpher

The word of the @RD came to Ezekiel telling him to prophesy against
the shepherds of Israel (1-2). These shepherdstivergicked kings,
not the religious leaders (cp. Psalm 78:70-72)yMaxere condemned
on several counts:

* They were only concerned for themselves and thégd to care
for the flock and to feed it (2—-3).

» They were heartless and lacking in compassion (4).

» They allowed the sheep to be scattered and thbs &xposed to
danger (5-6). The wicked kings were responsibleferoppression
that came from foreign nations such as AssyriaBataylon. The Lord
warned that he would take the flock from the shegh€22). This was
fulfilled when Zedekiah the last Jewish king tagrein Jerusalem was
overthrown and slain by the Babylonians. The Louwthighed the
wicked kings because he was concerned for his pebjs judgments
are always just and fair. God later entrusted #re of his people to
priests and prophets such as Ezra and Nehemiah.

Christ is the Head of his church and has appoiptestors (elders) to
shepherd his people (Acts 20:28). They have an ames
responsibility before God and must give an accammthe day of
judgment (Hebrews 13:17). When a church lacksthftdipastor, the
people will be like Israel and Judah of ofb they were scattered
because there was no shephé&)l. We live in very confusing times
when many evangelical churches have lost their@mifruth and have
lost their way.There are many churches without pastors. Let us
pray for such churches known to us, that God will aise up faithful
men to serve him in them and let us pray for our pstors.
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21 AUGUST Ezekiel 34:11-22

They shall lie down in a good fold and feed in riglasture

The Lord now turns our thoughts away from the witkbepherds of
Israel, the kings who had neglected their peoplditself the Good
Shepherd. Several well-known passages of Scrigeerought to
mind as we read these verses which show the love@mpassion of
God, the true Shepherd:

* The true shepherd loves his sheep and seeksoiee thiho are lost
and scattered (11-12; cp. Luke 15:4-7 — the pawfitiee lost sheep).
* The true shepherd is concerned for the well-behthe flock.
They shall lie down in a good fold and feed in pasture(14—15; cp.
Psalm 23). A healthy local church is a good folcevenGod'’s people
can'‘lie down’ in safety and peace and be richly fed.

* The true shepherd binds up the wounds of thogeeirilock who
are sick (16).

There are those among the flock who are not the’'é@heep and he
will judge between sheep and sheep, between rams atxl Hoase
wicked sheep consume the best pasture and ingéiéish pursuit to
find the best grazing-land, they trample over #s¢ of the pasture and
spoil it. They also pollute the clear water witleithfeet and hurt the
weak ones (17-21). On the day of judgment the Lleslus will
separate the true from the false as a shepherdasepshe sheep from
the goats (Matthew 25:31-46).

Let us compare these other passages of Scripttii@aday’s reading
and meditate upon them. Let us turn our thoughtise¢d.ord Jesus, the
Good Shepherd who gave his life for the sheep (I8ht-16).When
he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compaderothem,
because they were weary and scattered, like sheegpdino shepherd’
(Matthew 9:36-38).

If you are passing through some bewildering trial o loss,
remember that the Lord Jesus loves you, that he welhes over you
and cares for you.Come to him with your burdens and cares, and cast
them on him becaude cares for yo(l Peter 5:7).
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22 AUGUST Ezekiel 34:23-31

There shall be showers of blessing

These verses speak of the coming of the Messi@hl¢ind Jesus
Christ. The promise referring tay servant Davig23) does not mean
that David will himself return to be God’s shephebdt that the
Messiah will be descended from David (cp. Roman$Z,Revelation
5:5; 22:16). God promised that under his thlere shall be showers of
blessing26). Christians are richly blessed by God. Lgbaisder some
of the blessings described in today’s reading:

* We have over us the most wonderful shepherd, trel Llesus
Christ, who provides for us (23-24) Tbae flockspoken of by the
Lord Jesus consists of Jews and Gentiles (John6)0:1

* God has given us the new covenant in Christ (Hebr&2:24)
which isa covenant of pead®5). We have peace with Gelsrough
the blood of his cros&Colossians 1:20) and the peace of God rules in
our hearts (Philippians 4:7; Colossians 3:15).

* We are secure in Christ and no one can pluckams tiis hand
(27-28; cp. John 10:27-29).

Showers of blessirgnd the best is yet to come! God also promised,
will make them ... a blessin@6).Pray that the Lord will make you

a blessing today. Seek to help and encourage youelfow-
Christians. Be a blessing to those who are not saved, by being
Christlike in your attitude and conduct!

Note: The promises of the restoration of Isra@hito the return of the
Jews from captivity, but they are completely fldfdl in Christ and his
church. Some Christians sincerely believe thaptienises in Ezekiel
chapters 33 to 48, and in Isaiah’s prophecy, refer future glory for
the nation of Israel in a millennial reign of Chrisbelieve that they are
mistaken. The church is therael of God(Galatians 6:16) and these
promises are for the church (compare Isaiah 54th Wialatians
4:26-27).
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23 AUGUST Ezekiel 35:1-15

| have heard all your blasphemies

Ezekiel chapters 35 and 36 contrast Mount Seirthadnountains of
Israel (36:1)Mount Seir2) is in the mountain range south of the Dead
Sea and is often used in the Old Testament to ibestire nation of
Edom. There is also a short prophecy against tlueniids who were
descendants of Esau in chapter 25, verses 12 th&¢.had hated the
Israelites from ancient times (5; cp. Genesis 27:41

God condemned the Edomites because they had addilsée
Babylonians in the slaughter which accompaniedttieng of
Jerusalem in 586 B@t the time of thei(Judah’s)alamity, when their
iniquity came to an en¢b). Psalm 137 poignantly describes the
heartache of the Jewish exiles who were tauntethéiy captors and
asked to sing. They were unable to sing in themosoand they asked,
‘How shall we sing the@RD Ssong in a foreign land{Psalm 137:4).
The treachery of the Edomites was still fresh girtmemory and they
prayed,'Remember, O @RD, against the sons of Edom the day of
Jerusalem, who said, “Raze it, raze it, to its viEyndation™ (Psalm
137:7).

Edom had also claimed the territory of Judah anaelsfor her own
possessionalthough the DRD was therg(10). God would surely
punish Edom because of the hatred that she hadnshgainst Israel
(11). He said;l have heard all your blasphemies ... thus withuryo
mouth you have boasted against me and multiplied words against
me; | have heard then{12-13). He would make all of Edom desolate
just as he had warned and they would know thastika LORD (12,
14-15). The Lord hears all the words spoken againstand against
us. The enemies of the gospel may hate us and mock bst God
hears them. We are not alone in the world and if Gais with us,
what have we to fear (Hebrews 13:5-6)?

Then fear thou not what men can do,

Nor what they say in spite:

Rejoice to stand alone with Christ;

Be steadfast in his might. (T.C. Hunter Clare)
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24 AUGUST Ezekiel 36:1-15

I will ... do better for you than at your beginnirsy

The Lord now turns frorMount Seirwith a word forthe mountains of
Israel (1). Before the fall of Jerusalem God had told Heéko
prophesy against these mountains (6:2), but hesaga;1 am for you’
(9). The enemy?), Edom and other neighbouring nations (seetehap
25) had presumed that these mountains would bectrai
possession. They had gleefully and spitefully cldimthe land to
plunder it (25:6), but the Lord jealousy guards p&ople and his
possessions (3-7).

The Lord promised the Jews that they would retarstael to farm the
land (8—15). The scene of desolation would be nceraad God said,
‘I will ... do better for you than at your begings' (11). The ruins

would be rebuilt and the people would return toldrel not just from

Judah, but fronall the house of Isragll0). We know that later, in the
time of Ezra and Nehemiah, the people returnedhaild their cities,

overcoming opposition to them.

These verses which are full of hope also have asags for the
backslider. If we stray from God, he does not lighdt us go. He will
chastise us because he loves us, and we will ikeosv his peace until
we return to him. He promises, howeverdtbetter for you than at
your beginningsAll is not lost because God will heal our backsigli
and will love us freely if we return to him (Hos#4:4). The wasted
years will give way to fruitful service again (Ja&R5).Have you
been wandering away from the Lord? Why continue insuch a
wretched state”Repent of your backsliding and return to the Latd!
will have mercy on you and he will abundantly pardmu (Isaiah
55:7). He will'do better for you than at your beginnings’.

O Jesus, full of truth and grace,

More full of grace than | of sin,

Yet once again | seek thy face;

Open thine arms and take me in,

And freely my backslidings heal

And love the faithless sinner still. ~ (Charles Wesley)
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25 AUGUST Ezekiel 36:16-38

| will give you a new heart

The Lord here gives the reasons for the judgmaeaithib had brought
upon Israel (16—23). The people had defiled thedlag their
wickedness and idolatry and they had dishonoureddne. The Lord
said,'But | had concern for my holy name, which the lgoaEisrael
had profaned(21). God’s name is bound up with his holy andigles
character (see notes on Ezekiel 20:1-32). Jesghtais to pray,
‘Hallowed be your namgLuke 11:2). We must lead godly lives if our
witness is to have any effect on those around ad.<aid,; The nations
shall know that | am the@RD ... when | am hallowed in you before
their eyes’(23). So much that passes for Christianity todayary
man-centred, but if we are to hallow the name efltbrd, we must be
God-centred in our worship, in our preaching, andur witness. Let
us pray that he will sanctify higreat name’(23) so that the pagans
with whom we have to do will know that he is thed.o

God promised the restoration of the Jews to thadIfor hisholy
name’s sak€22), and that he would cleanse the Jews from their
wickedness and idolatry. This he promised to dabgnging their
lives. He promised| will cleanse you... | will give you a new heatrt |

will put my Spirit within you(25-27; cp 37:14). Blessing follows
cleansing from sin (23) and if our hearts are mg¥ttrwe will not enjoy
God’s blessingHow is your heart? Is it a hard‘heart of stone’ 26)?

Oh, turn from your sin to Christ and call upon horsave you. He will
then give you a new heart and he will put his Hepyrit within you.

Notice that the Jews were to pray for the fulfilmhehthese promises.
God said;l will also let the house of Israel enquire of teedo this for
them’(37). Daniel in his old age remembered the promiSed had
given through the prophet Jeremiah and he prayetesidy for their
fulfilment (Daniel 9:1-19). Again God declaréBhen they shall know
that | am the DRD' (38; cp (35:15) These verses also look further
ahead than the return of the Jews to their laridviahg the captivity

in Babylon. They also look ahead to the new covémdrich was
sealed with the blood of Christ.
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26 AUGUST Ezekiel 37:1-14

Can these bones live?

The hand of the Lord came upon Ezekiel and he r@asported by the
Spirit of God to a valley where a great army hacbemtered a sudden
disaster and had been wiped out. All that remaofetiis army were
the bones which had been dried out in the hedieobun. God asked
the prophet,Can these bones liveand he repliedD Lord GOD, you
know’(1-3). God then told him to prophesy to them sayi@gdry
boneshear the word of the@RD’ (3—4). When Ezekiel did this, there
was a noise and the bones came together and thengiven sinews
and covered with flesh but they were still lifel¢$s8). God then told
him to prophesy to the breath (that is, the bre&tBod),'Come from
the four windgthe ends of the earth) breath, and breathe on these
slain, that they may liveLife came into the corpses after hearing the
word of the Lordand there was a very great army (9-10).

What was the meaning of this vision? The bonesssmted the whole
house of Israel. The Jews were in captivity in Babyand they were
full of despair. They were sayingQur bones are dry, our hope is lost,
and we ourselves are cut off1; cp. Psalm 137). The Lord told them
that just as the bones were brought to life, theyld be restored to
their land and Israel would again live as a naidh-14).

There are encouraging lessons for us in the radgditige dry bones. We
seem to make little impact in our gospel withess &e long for God
to show his great power by saving many who are dedldeir sins.
They are like the dry bones in Ezekiel's visiorfGan these bones
live?’ (3). The preaching of the Word of God and the wafrthe Holy
Spirit remain essential for the success of the gldd@d). It is tragic that
so many evangelicals have turned to worldly methiiodsromote the
gospel.Let us now pray that God will make the ‘dry boneslive as
his Word is preached among us and that he will belpased to
revive his church.

O Breath of life, come sweeping through us;
Revive thy church with life and power. (Bessie P. Head)
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27 AUGUST Ezekiel 37:15-28

| will set my sanctuary in their midst

The Lord told Ezekiel to take two sticks and totevtdudah’ on one of
them and ‘Joseph’ from whose son Ephraim camehtet tibe of the

northern kingdom.The sticks represented the sonthed northern
kingdoms of Israel Ezekiel was then to join themetther and tell the
people that this action was a symbol of their retiartheir land from
captivity. The two kingdoms would again be one arativith one king

from the house of David and they would never ageiile themselves
with idol worship (and they did not, following tleaptivity in Babylon;

26).

These prophecies look beyond the return of the Jewms Babylon.
Israel was never again united under one king (R&¢ fulfilment of
this prophecy is in the Lord Jesus Christ who esgtomised king and
shepherd (24-25; cp. 34:23-25; John 7:42; ActsZFR@dmans 1:3;
Revelation 3:7; John 10:11-16). The prophecy speikbe new
covenant of which Christ is the Mediator (26; Hetged:15; 12:24).
Jew and Gentile are united when they follow Chaistd both are
partakers of the covenants of promise (Galatia@6-29; Ephesians
2:11-13). The church is the Israel of God (28;Rpmans 2:28-29;
Galatians 6:16).

God also promised) will set my sanctuary in their midst for
evermore’(26). The sanctuary speaks of the presence ofdauzhg
his worshipping people. Itis a sad fact that altftothe Lord promises
to be among us (Matthew 18:20) and to dwell witlsn(John 14:23),
we do not feel his presence as we ought. We caasty fall into a rut
in our Christian livesDo we really expect to meet with God when we
come together to worship him? Are we expecting hino work
among us?When the Jews of old knew the presence of Godair t
midst the nations around them acknowledged God ¢@81 Kings
10:9). When the Lord is among us, he works by tlodyFbpirit in
bringing sinners to new life in Christ. Let us nebe content with a
dead form of religion that is lacking in vitalitynd in meaningful
fellowship with God!
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28 AUGUST Ezekiel 38:1-23

Thus | will magnify myself and sanctify myself

It would be foolish to pretend that chapters 38 @88df Ezekiel are
easy to understand because they are not!

» Did the events described happen between Ezekiels and the
coming of Christ? The great Bible commentator MawhHenry
approaches these chapters with caution. He wfithis prophecy, it is
most probable, had its accomplishment some tinex #fie return of
the people of Israel out of their captivity; whathethe struggles they
had with the kings of Syria, especially Antiochugifthanes, or
perhaps in some other way not recorded, we camfidtAntiochus
Epiphanes, a bitter enemy of the Jews, desecrhgetemple in 169
BC. He stole some of the sacred gold and silvesekssfrom the
temple. Following the revolt of the Maccabees #myile was cleansed
and the worship of God was restored in 165 BC.

* Who is Gog of the land of Magog? He is the prinEéeshech
and Tubal (1-2; 39:1-2). He was joined by a coatitof Persia,
Ethiopia (or Cush) and Libya (or Put) to fight agaiGod’s people (5).
Derek Thomas points out that the people of MeslaachTubal lived
in an area south-east of the Black Seaff STRENGTHENSpage 254).
They traded with Tyre (27:13). and were slain vather enemies of
Israel (32:26). Magog, Tubal, Meshech and Gomerrevaons of
Japheth, long before Ezekiel's time (Genesis 10:2).

The Lord declaredBehold, | am against you, O Gog ... | will turowy
around, put hooks into your jaws... Prepare yourseld be ready’
(3-4,7). Gog and his allies will come against Gque®ple, but the
Lord will destroy them (16—22}t is a great comfort to know that
God is sovereign and that he is against those whate his people.
The nations may rage against the Lord and his Aedi(Christ), but
he laughs at them (Psalm 2:1-5). We have a cradiyerful enemy
who may come against tike a storm’(9) but with God our side, we
will come through victorious and he will be exalt8dhe Lord says,
‘Thus | will magnify myself and sanctify myséi3).
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29 AUGUST Ezekiel 39:1-20

‘On the day that | am glorified,” says the Lord@

This chapter describes the destruction of the lamgg of Gog and the
Lord repeats that he is against Gog and that hédaatn him around
(1-2; 38:3-4). Old Testament prophecy often retensore than one
event; there was a message here for the captiatshéir enemies
would be defeated. We have already seen that tteesyenay have
reference to the time when the Maccabees revoljathst Antiochus
Epiphanes, but the prophecy also points to the liiatle between God
and Satan (referred to #¥mageddon’ Revelation 16:16).

Some people wildly speculate (eg. followers of Slwefield Reference
Bible) that Rosh, Meshech and Tubal (2) refer tedfay Moscow and
Tobolsk. Such a notion is given no credence whateyeeliable Bible
scholars. Verses in chapter 39 are taken up ibdbk of Revelation to
describe events at Christ’s second coming. The syimbanguage
found in Ezekiel and Revelation is not easy taual. Verses 11 to 16
speak of the burial of the dead taking seven morithsat the same
time the book of Revelation shows that there isfarence to events at
Christ's coming again in these verses. We know wWien he comes,
the day of judgment also comes. Verses 17 to 2Gaken up in
Revelation 19:17-18 and Gog and Magog are also ioead in
Revelation 20:7—8 where they symbolically represéetgodless
nations of the whole world.

The message for us is that God will allow Satanri@ash his fury, as
never before, against the church prior to the se#@mming of Christ.
There will be persecution and sufferingripulation’; Matthew
24:29-31) but Satan and the forces of evil willdeéeated The Lord
Jesus is coming again for his church and he \aifligh Satan and his
minions for ever to the lake of fire (Revelation:2910). God
describes the defeat of evil d@ise day that | am glorified{13). The
Lord Jesus willn that day ... be glorified in his sain{ Thessalonians
1:7-10). What a glorious day that will b&te you looking forward
to the return of Christ?

31



30 AUGUST Ezekiel 39:21-29

| will not hide my face from them anymore

In the closing verses of this chapter, Ezekieldasessage of comfort
for the captives in Babylon. God promisggyill set my glory among
the nations; all nations shall see my judgment Wwhibave executed,
and my hand which | have laid on them. So thathihwese of Israel
shall know that | am the@RD their God from that day forward’
(21-22, 28). It is a great privilege it is to kntvat the Lord i®ur God
and that the Lord Jesus is our precious friend.

The Gentiles would know that God had sent the lisesanto captivity
because of their sin and unfaithfulness to him.(ZBg Lord promised
that he would bring back the captives and have ynencthe whole
house of Israel. He would be jealous for his hayne which had been
reproached because of his peoples’ unfaithfulr@ss26). God would
then be hallowed in them before the nations araklshall know that |
am the IORD their God(28). God promisedAnd | will not hide my
face from them anymore; for | shall have pouredmytSpirit on the
house of Israel{29).

Matthew Henry comments: ‘The indwelling of the $p& an infallible
pledge of the continuance of God’s favour. He \itle his face no
more from those on whom he has poured out histS@wd will not
hide his face from us and that encourages to come him in prayer,
to have communion with him.

Approach, my soul, the mercy-seat,
Where Jesus answers prayer;
There humbly fall before his feet,
For none can perish there

O wondrous love! to bleed and die,
To bear the cross and shame,
That guilty sinners such as |
Might plead that gracious name!
(John Newton)

The notes for 31 August are with those for Septembe  r



