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Introduction
This booklet is one of a series of concise Bible commentaries based on
Pilgrim Bible Notes. They do not have the depth of detail found in
larger commentaries but should serve as a help for new Christians or
those who have little knowledge of the Bible.
The commentary can be used in daily devotions in addition to the
readings from Pilgrim Bible Notes, taking a chapter each day.
Pilgrim Bible Commentaries on Genesis, Exodus and The Acts of the
Apostles are also available.
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Key to notes
•
All Scripture quotations are taken from the New King James
Version unless stated otherwise; they are printed in italics.
•
The number in brackets eg. (6) refers to the verse number in the
passage that we are reading; (23:16) refers us to another chapter and
verse in the book of the Bible from which we are reading. When we
read from Genesis, this would be Genesis chapter 23, verse 16.
•
Where verses from other books of the Bible are brought to our
attention, the name of the book is also indicated in the brackets eg.
(Psalm 19:1).
•
Where I ask you to compare another verse of Scripture, I prefix the
reference with cp. (eg. cp. Psalm 1:1). I prefer this to the more common
abbreviation cf. which relates to the obsolete word ‘confer’.
•
When I refer to ‘the Word of God’ I mean the Bible as a whole,
rather than a particular word or words spoken by prophets or apostles
on a specific occasion.
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THE GOSPEL OF LUKE

T

he Gospel of Luke is the longest of the four Gospels, containing
1151 verses (Matthew, which has more chapters, contains 1071
verses). Luke the beloved physician (Colossians 4:14) was a faithful
companion of the apostle Paul, joining him on his second missionary
journey (cp. ‘we’, Acts 16:10 – ‘they’ in previous verses). He remained
with Paul until the end of his life (2 Timothy 4:11).

Luke was a careful historian giving the precise time for the setting of
the births of John the Baptist and Jesus (1:5; 2:1–2). He wrote his
Gospel to give Theophilus (whose name means ‘loved by God’) a
history of the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ. Theophilus was
probably a high-ranking Roman official for he is addressed as ‘most
excellent’ (1:3), a title given to Roman governors (eg. Acts 23:26; 24:3;
26:25). He may have been a new convert whom Luke wanted to
encourage and build up in the faith (cp. 1:4).
Luke’s good news is that the Lord Jesus Christ is the Saviour of sinners
(2:11) and that he is full of compassion for the poor and the needy (eg.
4:18–19; 7:13,39,43–50). The Son of Man has come to seek and to save
that which was lost (19:10).
Outline of Luke
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Introduction
–
The Coming of the Saviour
–
The Preparation of the Saviour for his Ministry
The Ministry of the Saviour in Galilee
–
The Journey of the Saviour to Jerusalem
–
The Ministry of the Saviour in Jerusalem –
The Sufferings and Death of the Saviour
–
The Resurrection of the Saviour
–

1:1–4
1:5 to 2:52.
3:1 to 4:13.
4:14 to 9:50
9:51 to 19:28
19:29 to 21:38
22:1 to 23:56
24:1−53

For further reading I recommend:
Commentary on Luke by William Hendriksen,
Expository Thoughts on Luke by J.C. Ryle (2 volumes), both published by
Banner of Truth.
Luke 1–13 The Year of the Lord’s Favour by Dale Ralph Davis
Luke 14–24 On The Road to Jerusalem by Dale Ralph Davis
Published by Christian Focus
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Luke chapter 1

T

he Christian faith is based on facts not on myths nor on the ideas
of men. The events described in Luke’s Gospel and the rest of
Scripture really happened. Luke writes of those things which are most
surely believed among us (1). ‘Most surely believed’ carries with it the
idea of fulfilment or accomplishment (see ESV – ‘have been
accomplished’). The coming of Christ into the world, his death and
resurrection to save sinners fulfilled Old Testament prophecy. Luke
knew the apostles who were eye-witnesses of the things recorded in his
Gospel. They are also described as ministers (‘servants’) of the word
(2). God’s servants are also servants of his word.
Luke records things which are not found in the other Gospels. He gives
us details of the circumstances surrounding the birth of John the
Baptist and the Lord Jesus. He alone writes of the conversion of
Zacchaeus and of the dying thief and the appearance of the risen Christ
to Cleopas and his friend on the road to Emmaus. The parables of the
Prodigal Son, and the Pharisee and Tax Collector are also unique to
Luke.
Others (eg. Matthew and Mark) had written accounts of Christ’s life
and ministry and Luke also felt constrained to write an orderly account
of these things (1,3). The words ‘having had perfect understanding’ (3)
are translated from the Greek verb which means ‘to follow closely’.
Luke was not one of the twelve apostles, but he had investigated or
followed all things closely (ESV) from the very first. He wanted
Theophilus to know the certainty of those things in which he was
instructed (4). Instruction in the faith, reading the Bible, obeying it and
applying its teaching to our lives is most important. If we truly love the
Lord, we will make every effort to know his Word better and to obey
him. How well do you know those things which are most surely
believed among us? We believe in certainties and how wonderful
they are!

NB. The abbreviation ‘ESV’ refers to the English Standard Version of the Holy
Bible.
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The days of Herod (5) were evil and troubled times for Judea. The king
was a tyrant and Israel was under Roman occupation. Zacharias the
priest and his wife Elizabeth were a godly couple who are described as
being righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and
ordinances of the Lord blameless ... but they had no child (6–7). God’s
people are not preserved from trouble and trials. Zacharias and his wife
were childless and Elizabeth was now past the age of child-bearing;
this would have brought them much heartache, just as it does to those
in a similar situation today. To make matters worse, childlessness was
looked on as a punishment from God for some sin; hence Elizabeth
speaks of ‘my reproach’ (25).
The lot fell upon Zacharias to burn incense in the temple (9). This was a
once in a lifetime honour for a priest but for Zacharias it was to become
an especially memorable occasion. He was terrified when the angel
Gabriel appeared to him as he was burning incense. The angel said to
him, ‘Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your prayer is heard’ (13). He
told him that Elizabeth would conceive and bear him a son who was to
be called ‘John’. The child would bring them joy and gladness at his
birth and he would be great in the sight of the Lord and filled with the
Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. He would turn many to the
Lord and would go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah ... to
make ready a people prepared for the Lord (13–17).
The name Zacharias means ‘Jehovah has remembered’ and Elizabeth
means ‘My God is an oath’ (that is, ‘the absolutely reliable One’). By
this time they would have given up praying for a child, but the prayers
of earlier years had not been in vain. God had remembered them and
heard their prayer. Dale Ralph Davis comments, ‘God tends to begin
his finest works in the face of human hopelessness and human
weakness’ (LUKE 1–13 – THE YEAR OF THE LORD’S FAVOUR, page 21).
Never be discouraged when there appears to be no answer to your
prayers. God hears and answers, and his timing is perfect.
Zacharias was a godly man but even the appearance of the angel
Gabriel did not convince him that Elizabeth could conceive in her old
7

miraculously intervened to enable childless Sarah to conceive when
she was well past the age of childbearing (Genesis 18:11–14; 21:1–2).
How easy it is to affirm our belief in God’s Word with all its promises
and yet be unbelieving when our own faith is tested.
Zacharias was guilty of the sin of unbelief. Gabriel told him, ‘You will
be mute and not able to speak until the day these things take place,
because you did not believe my words which will be fulfilled in their
own time’ (20). The Lord chastises us when we sin because he loves us
(Hebrews 12:5–11). The people waiting outside recognised that the
speechless priest had seen a vision. We must guard our hearts
against unbelief for without faith we cannot please God (Hebrews
11:6). J.C. Ryle comments, ‘Let us watch and pray daily against this
soul-ruining sin. ... Unbelief, in short, is the true cause of a thousand
spiritual diseases, and once allowed to nestle in our hearts, will eat as
doth a canker ... Let it be a settled maxim in our religion, to trust every
word of God implicitly, and to beware of unbelief’ ( EXPOSITORY
THOUGHTS ON LUKE, volume 1, page 20).
Elizabeth conceived as Gabriel had promised and she rejoiced in the
goodness of God towards her (24–25). The statement ‘she hid herself
five months’ (24) is very significant. Elizabeth secluded herself so that
even those who lived near to her were not aware that she was pregnant.
She first had to have the visit of Mary who was told by the angel
Gabriel of her pregnancy. On hearing this wonderful news concerning
Elizabeth, Mary travelled to stay with her for three months. Elizabeth
no longer hid herself after the arrival of Mary (36–39).
During the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy God sent the angel
Gabriel to Mary in Nazareth. She was puzzled and troubled by his
greeting in which he told her that she was highly favoured, that the
Lord was with her and that she was blessed among women (26–29).
Many people give Mary much more honour than they give to her Son,
worshipping her and praying to her. They are very mistaken and there
isn’t any evidence that Mary was venerated in the time of the apostles,
nor does the Bible teach that we should seek her help. A woman once
said to Jesus, ‘Blessed is the womb that bore you’, but he said, ‘More
than that, blessed are those who hear the word of God and keep it!’
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(11:27–28). God will bless every Christian who obeys him.
Gabriel then revealed that she would conceive and bear a son whom
she should call Jesus. Mary could not understand how this could be,
since she was a virgin, Gabriel told her that she would conceive by the
Holy Spirit and that the child would be called the Son of God (30−35).
He encouraged Mary with the news that her relative, Elizabeth, had
conceived a son in her old age and that she was in her sixth month. He
told her, ‘For with God nothing will be impossible’ (36–37).
Mary’s humble submission to God’s will is lovely to consider (38). She
was betrothed to Joseph which was a binding commitment to him. She
would have to face the shame of apparently conceiving out of wedlock
(cp. Matthew 1:18–20). These verses clearly teach that the Lord Jesus
was born of a virgin. Those who refuse to believe this generally reject
all other accounts of the supernatural in the Bible. God created the vast
universe and he is infinitely great and powerful. why should we
consider anything too hard for him?
Are you prepared to submit to God’s will even though you may be
perplexed by your present circumstances? Is your faith being tried? Is
Satan assailing you with one doubt after another? Remember when
you pray that God is able to do anything, for with God nothing will
be impossible.
Mary went to visit Elizabeth who lived in the hill country of Judea
about seventy miles (one hundred and twelve kilometres) from
Nazareth, and stayed for three months (39,56). On her unexpected
arrival, Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and she repeated the
words of the angel Gabriel, ‘Blessed are you among women’ (42; cp.
verse 28). She recognised Mary’s unborn child as her Lord and said,
‘Blessed is she who believed for there will be a fulfilment of those
things which were told her from the Lord, ’ (41–45). Mary was so
different to Zacharias who had at first been so unbelieving. Read about
the exploits of the great men and women of faith in Hebrews chapter
11. They walked by faith, embraced God’s promises by faith, endured
great suffering by faith and died in faith. Mary belonged to that
illustrious company. Do you really trust in God?
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Mary then poured out her soul in praise to God. Her words are known
as ‘The Magnificat’, and they remind us of the song of Hannah (46–55;
cp. 1 Samuel 2:1–10). She said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord, and my
spirit has rejoiced in God my Saviour’ (46–47). The Mary of Scripture
is very different from the Mary venerated by some as the Queen of
Heaven, immaculately conceived and sinless. She would be the first to
disown such erroneous and idolatrous veneration. The humble maiden
spoke of her lowly state and acknowledged her need of a Saviour
(47–48). She recalled God’s help and mercy to Abraham and his
descendants in the past ‘in remembrance of his mercy’ (51–55).
William Hendriksen writes that ‘this is kindness toward those in
misery’ (COMMENTARY, page 109).
Mary testified, ‘For he who is mighty has done great things for me’
(49). Every Christian can echo these words! The Lord Jesus loves us
and died to purchase our salvation. He has saved us from our sins to
reconcile us to God the Father and he has made us his own. He has
given us a new heart and eternal life. Doesn’t this make you want to
sing the praises of God? Dare we remain silent when he has done so
much for us?
The birth of John brought great joy to Zacharias and Elizabeth, and to
their neighbours and relatives just as Gabriel had said (58; cp. verse
14). The baby was circumcised the eighth day after his birth according
to God’s law (Leviticus 12:1–3) and to everyone’s surprise, Elizabeth
named him John, which was not a family name. When Zacharias wrote
to confirm this name, which was chosen by God (13), he was
immediately healed of his dumbness and he opened his mouth to praise
God. Then fear came on all those who dwelt around them.They
recognised that John was no ordinary child: The hand of the Lord was
with him (57–66).
Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying,
‘Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his
people’ (68). He recalled that the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ had
been foretold by the mouth of God’s holy prophets,‘to perform the
mercy promised to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant’
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(69–75). God had raised up ‘a horn of salvation’ to save his people
from their enemies (69,71; a ‘horn’ is a symbol of strength).
Zacharias then addressed his infant son, saying, ‘And you child, will be
called the prophet of the Highest; for you will go before the face of the
Lord to prepare his ways’ (76). Zacharias also described Jesus as ‘The
Dayspring (‘sunrise’ ESV) from on high. He said, ‘The Dayspring from
on high has visited us; to give light to those who sit in darkness and the
shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace (78–79).
God has visited and redeemed sinners from all nations to save them
from their sins and their enemies and from those who hate them (71),
He has delivered us from the power of darkness and brought us into the
kingdom of his beloved Son (Colossians 1:13). Jesus came into the
world to bring his great salvation and the forgiveness of sins; he guides
our feet into the way of peace (77,79). Let us rejoice in God and
joyfully seek to please him and honour him!
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Luke chapter 2

T

he Romans took a census throughout their empire every fourteen
years, mainly for taxation purposes: And it came to pass in those
days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world
should be registered (1). Everyone was obliged to register for this
census in his own city and Joseph, a descendant of David, had to go to
Bethlehem (3–4). Joseph had married Mary after the angel spoke to
him in a dream, though they continued to live as a betrothed couple,
abstaining from sexual relations until after the birth of Jesus (Matthew
1:24–25).
The timing of the decree could hardly have been worse for Joseph and
Mary. Travel in those times would have been very arduous for a
pregnant woman, and to make matters worse, Bethlehem would have
been overcrowded with visitors and officials. The Lord Jesus was born
in an outbuilding of an inn where animals were sheltered (5–7).
We must look beyond the edict of Caesar Augustus to the eternal
decree of God whose purposes can never be thwarted (Isaiah 14:27;
46:10; Ephesians 1:11). He had planned that Christ should be born in
Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). Caesar’s decree brought Joseph and Mary to
Bethlehem to fulfil the prophecy of Micah.
When we face inconvenience, problems or hardship through the
actions of ungodly people, let us encourage ourselves with the truth
that God is working all things together for good (Romans 8:28).
Nothing happens by chance in the life of the child of God.
Sovereign Ruler of the skies,
Ever gracious, ever wise;
All my times are in thy hand,
All events at thy command.
He that formed me in the womb,
He shall guide me to the tomb;
All my times shall ever be
Ordered by his wise decree.
(John Ryland)
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God did not announce the birth of Christ to kings or religious leaders,
but to humble shepherds who were guarding their flock at night in the
fields near to Bethlehem. They were filled with fear when they saw the
angel of the Lord and as the glory of the Lord shone around them (8–9).
The angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy which will be to all people’ (10). The good news
was the birth of a Saviour, the promised Christ (or ‘Messiah’). His title
‘Lord’ indicates that Jesus is God. – God was manifested in the flesh
(1 Timothy 3:16).
After the announcement of the birth of Jesus, a multitude of angels
praised God with the words, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, good will toward men!’ (14). The English Standard Version
translation is better: ‘peace among those with whom he is pleased’.
One of the great blessings of salvation is that the Lord Jesus gives
surpassing peace to those who love him, trust in him and obey him (cp.
John 14:27; Philippians 4:6–7). We have peace with God because of
justification and forgiveness of sins through the blood of Christ
(Romans 5:1,8–9), Do you have this peace in your life?
The shepherds hurried to Bethlehem to see the new-born King. Their
account of the angelic visitation would have greatly encouraged Joseph
and Mary. Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God
for all the things that they had heard and seen (20). J.C. Ryle
comments, ‘Their simple faith received a rich reward. They had the
mighty privilege of being the first of all mankind, after Mary and
Joseph, who saw with believing eyes the new-born Messiah. They soon
returned, ‘glorifying and praising God’ for what they had seen. May
our spirit be like theirs! May we ever believe implicitly, act promptly,
and wait for nothing, when the path of duty is clear! So doing, we shall
have a reward like that of the shepherds. The journey that is begun in
faith will generally end in praise’ (EXPOSITORY THOUGHTS ON LUKE,
volume 1, page 59).
The Lord Jesus was born under the law of Moses and was circumcised
the eighth day from his birth (21; cp. Galatians 4:4). According to the
law, a woman was unclean for forty days from the birth of her son. Her
purification was completed with the sacrifice of a lamb as a burnt
13

offering and a young pigeon or turtle dove as a sin offering. Those who
were poor were able to substitute another of these birds in place of the
lamb (Leviticus 12). Verse 24 indicates that Joseph and Mary were
poor and had not yet received the gifts from the wise men (Matthew
2:11).
Though true religion was at a low ebb in Israel, there were godly
people like Simeon and Anna. God had told Simeon that he would see
the Messiah before he died (26). The Holy Spirit led him to the temple
and seeing Joseph and Mary with Jesus, he took up the child in his arms
and blessed God. He said, ‘Lord, now you are letting your servant
depart in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your
salvation ’ (29–30). The Lord Jesus would bring salvation to Gentiles
as well as Jews (32).
Joseph and Mary marvelled at the prophetic words of Simeon
concerning Jesus, who was ‘destined for the fall and rising of many in
Israel’ (33–34). Many would reject him and be lost for ever, others
would trust in him and be saved. Simeon prophesied that a sword
would pierce Mary’s soul (35); this refers to the terrible anguish and
pain of seeing her son rejected, humiliated, tortured and crucified in
order to save sinners. A price had to be paid for our salvation.
Anna was from the tribe of Asher. Hendriksen points out that this
‘shows that the so-called “Lost Tribes” were not completely lost’
(COMMENTARY. page 171). Anna was a very elderly prophetess who
gave herself to prayer with fasting day and night. She spent much time
in the temple and came in when Simeon was prophesying concerning
Jesus. She gave thanks to the Lord and spoke of him to those who
looked for redemption in Jerusalem (36–38). We are never too old to
pray or to speak about our precious Saviour!
Here is the only account in Scripture of the early years of Jesus
following his infancy. Joseph and Mary went to Jerusalem every year
for the Passover (41). On this occasion, on their return journey home,
they inadvertently left Jesus behind, supposing him to have been with
relatives or friends. They had travelled for a day before discovering
that he was missing. The anxious couple were obliged to return to
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Jerusalem where they were amazed to find him in the temple, in
discussion with the great Jewish teachers who were astonished at his
understanding of profound religious questions (43–48). Mary asked
him why he had caused them such anxiety by not returning with their
company. He answered them, ‘Why is it that you sought me? Did you
not know that I must be about my Father’s business?’ (49). They were
baffled by these words but Mary kept all these things in her heart
(50–51; cp. verse 19).
Jesus is both man and God. His humanity is shown in the statements,
‘And the child grew and became strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; ...
And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature and in favour with God and
men’ (40,52). The Greek noun ‘hēlikia’ translated ‘stature’ = ‘age’.
You may wonder how Jesus in whom are hidden all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge (Colossians 2:3) could increase in wisdom.
These verses speak of human development; the Lord Jesus increased in
wisdom with respect to his human nature, not his divine nature.
J.C. Ryle comments, ‘How the same Person could be at once perfect
God and perfect man, is a point that necessarily passes our
understanding ... One thing, however, is perfectly clear, and we shall
do well to lay firm hold upon it. Our Lord partook of everything that
belongs to man’s nature, sin only excepted.’ (J.C. RYLE , volume 1,
pages 75–76).
Though Jesus is God, he humbled himself and was subject to Joseph
and Mary (51). When you find submission to another person
difficult (Ephesians 5:21), remember that Jesus also obeyed the
will of the Father, going to Calvary to die in order to save you from
your sins (Philippians 2:5–9)..
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Luke chapter 3

J

esus was probably born towards the end of 5 BC (the calendar has
been changed since then, hence the date of Christ’s birth being
‘Before Christ’). Herod the Great, who plotted to murder the infant
Christ, died in 4 BC and after his death, his kingdom was divided. The
names of the rulers over this divided kingdom at the time when John
the Baptist began his ministry are given in verse 1. The Roman
emperor is also named as well as the high priests Annas and Caiaphas.
Annas had been deposed long before, but he was still functioning with
the official high priest, Caiaphas (2).
John ‘was a man sent from God’ (John 1:6). He began his ministry at
a bleak time in Israel’s history. The nation had not had a prophet for
400 years. Pontius Pilate, Herod and the high priests were evil men.
J.C. Ryle observes, ‘Let us learn never to despair about the cause of
God’s truth, however black and unfavourable its prospects may appear.
At the very time when things seem hopeless, God may be preparing a
mighty deliverance ... The darkest hour of the night is often that which
precedes the day. Let us beware of slacking our hands from any work
of God, because of the wickedness of the times, or the number and
power of our adversaries’ (EXPOSITORY THOUGHTS ON LUKE, volume
1, page 84).
The Lord Jesus was about thirty years old when he began his public
ministry (23). John the Baptist began preaching shortly before
(William Hendriksen suggests about six months earlier, probably AD
26). The work of John the Baptist in preparing the way for Jesus was
prophesied in the Old Testament (4–6; cp. Isaiah 40:3–5). John had a
message from God: The word of God came to John ... in the wilderness
(2; cp, 1:80). He preached a baptism of repentance for the remission of
sins (3). We live in difficult and uncertain times and many of our
evangelical churches struggle without pastors. There is a desperate
need for leaders who are full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and who
are zealous for Christ, to be pastors. to preach the gospel and to plant
churches. Let us pray that the Lord will raise up such men.
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John preached powerfully and fearlessly to great crowds, among whom
were Pharisees and Sadducees (Matthew 3:6). The Pharisees prided
themselves on their strict religious practices, and the Sadducees denied
the resurrection of the dead. They were religious, but lost! John was
forthright in his preaching to them, saying, ‘Brood of vipers! Who has
warned you to flee from the wrath to come?’ (7).
What were the themes of John’s preaching? He preached concerning
the need of repentance for the remission of sins, the wrath of God and
judgment (3,7,9). These vital doctrines are missing from many
professed evangelical pulpits today. J.C. Ryle writes, ‘Let us never be
ashamed to avow our firm belief, that there is a wrath to come for the
impenitent, and that it is possible for a man to be lost as well as to be
saved. To be silent on the subject is positive treachery to men’s souls.
It only encourages them to persevere in wickedness, and fosters in their
minds the devil’s old delusion, “Ye shall not surely die” ’ (EXPOSITORY
THOUGHTS ON LUKE, volume 1, page 90).
John told those who came to be baptised that they were not to rely on
their Jewish pedigree for salvation. They were to ‘bear fruits worthy of
repentance’ (8). Repentance is a radical change of mind and heart
which changes the direction of our lives. This is seen in John’s
response to those who asked, ‘What shall we do then?’ (10–14). He told
them that their repentance had to be seen in self-denial, the tax
collectors in honesty, and the soldiers were not to intimidate others to
extort money from them and they were to be content with their wages.
If we say that we have repented of our sin, but continue to lead a sinful,
self-centred way of life, our repentance is not real.
Ryle comments, ‘It can never be impressed on our minds too strongly
that religious talking and profession are utterly worthless, without
religious doing and practice’ (EXPOSITORY THOUGHTS ON LUKE,
volume 1, page 91). Have you truly repented of your sins? Does it
show in your life by fruits worthy of repentance?
The powerful preaching of John was having a great effect upon the
people and there was an air of expectation among them. They
wondered whether John was the promised Messiah but he denied this
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and told them that there was One coming who was mightier than
himself. John baptised with water but he said of Jesus, ‘He will baptise
you with the Holy Spirit and with fire’ (15–16). This prediction of the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit was fulfilled on the Day of Pentecost (cp.
Acts 1:4–8).
There is probably a connection here with Malachi 3:1–3. The Lord
purges and refines the old way of life to make us holy. Those who
refuse the fire of cleansing will ultimately suffer the fire of eternal
punishment (17). John’s prophecy finds its ultimate fulfilment at the
second coming of the Lord Jesus who will then cleanse the earth with
fire (2 Peter 3:7,11–13).
Everyone who repents of their sin and trusts in Christ is baptised with
the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38; 1 Corinthians 12:13). The disciples waited
for the promise of the Father (Acts 1:4) but we do not have to wait for
the coming of the Holy Spirit into our lives. We do not have to seek for
a ‘second blessing’ because every believer has the Holy Spirit (Romans
8:9; Galatians 4:6). Those who follow the Lord Jesus and seek to please
him will enjoy many blessings. Let us live as those whose bodies are
the temples of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19), bearing the
precious fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22–23).
O Breathe of life, come sweeping through us,
Revive thy church with life and power.
O Breathe of life, come, cleanse renew us
And fit thy church to meet this hour.
(Bessie P. Head)

John fearlessly rebuked King Herod Antipas for his adulterous
marriage to Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, and for his evil deeds.
Herod imprisoned John and Herodias later succeeded in her plan to
have John murdered (19–20; Mark 6:17–29). Herod silenced God’s
messenger, but he could not silence his conscience (Mark 6:14–16).
John baptised people who had repented of their sin (3,8) so why did the
Lord Jesus submit to baptism when he is sinless and has no need to
repent (21; Hebrews 4:15; 1 John 3:5)? Baptism is a symbol of
identification (believer’s baptism sets forth our identification with
Christ − Romans 6:3–5). Jesus identified himself with sinful mankind
18

by taking human flesh and this is symbolised in his baptism. God the
Father laid our sin upon him (Isaiah 53:6) and made him who knew no
sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in
him (2 Corinthians 5:21). The Lord Jesus also spoke of a baptism and
cup of suffering that he had to endure (12:50). His baptism not only
symbolised his identification with us, but also his suffering and death
to take away our sin.
We see the involvement of the whole Trinity in the baptism of Jesus. As
the Son came up from the water, the Holy Spirit descended like a dove
upon him and God the Father spoke from heaven saying, ‘You are my
beloved Son; with you I am well pleased’ (21–22). William Hendriksen
comments, ‘In the quiet recess of eternity the Son was the object of the
Father’s inexhaustible delight (cf. Prov. 8:30). The former’s public
affirmation, by means of baptism, of his purpose to shed his blood for
a world lost in sin did nothing to diminish that love. That is what the
Father is telling his Son. That is what he is telling us’ (COMMENTARY,
page 219). Let us rejoice and give thanks for our wonderful
salvation.

The Genealogy of Jesus Christ (Luke 3:23−38)
Many commentators believe that the family tree in these verses
is that of Mary and not of Joseph whose genealogy is found in
Matthew chapter 1. Luke is at pains to point out that Joseph was
not the natural father of Jesus. In the AV and NKJV, words which
are not in the Greek manuscripts are in italics. Verse 23 can thus
be translated, ‘being (as was supposed) son of Joseph, of Heli.’
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Luke chapter 4

F

ollowing his baptism, the Lord Jesus was led by the Spirit into the
wilderness where he fasted for forty days (1–2).. He was tempted
by Satan at the end of this time (see Matthew 4:1–2) when he was
physically weakened through lack of food.
•
Satan first tempted Christ to misuse his miraculous power to
relieve his hunger. He said, ‘If you are the Son of God, command this
stone to become bread’ (3). God the Father had said at his baptism,
‘You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased’ (3:22). The devil
dared to question what God had said at the baptism of Jesus.
Remember how he questioned the word of God in Eden, saying to Eve,
‘Has God indeed said ... ?’ (Genesis 3:1). Jesus told Satan that ‘man
does not live by bread alone,’ quoting from Deuteronomy 8,verse 3.
•
Satan then promised Christ the kingdoms of the world, ‘Therefore,
if you will worship before me, all will be yours’ (5–7). The devil dared
to tempt the Lord Jesus to worship him, such is his wickedness. Satan
is a liar and his promises are false! The kingdoms of the world are in
bondage to him, but they were not his to give to Jesus. who again
answered him from Scripture (Deuteronomy 6:13).

•
The devil’s next tactic was to quote Psalm 91:11–12 to tempt Jesus
to sinfully presume upon God the Father’s care by assuming that he
would be rescued by angels if he threw himself from the top of the
temple (9–12). Jesus quoted Deuteronomy 6:16, ‘You shall not tempt
(‘test’) the LORD your God.’ Adam and Eve listened to Satan and
presumed that they would be able to eat the forbidden fruit and not die
(Genesis 3:1–4). We must never test God by sinful presumption.
We will be stronger in the face of temptation if we know the Bible.
We do not have to give in to temptation, we do not have to sin
(Romans 6:14). Satan never gives up, however: Now when the devil
had ended every temptation, he departed from him until an opportune
time (13). Satan is patient. He waits for his right moment to get us off
our guard. We need always to be vigilant (1 Peter 5:8).
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Jesus returned in the power of the Holy Spirit to Galilee where his
ministry in the synagogues was acclaimed far and wide (14–15) but he
encountered strong opposition in his own town of Nazareth. He stood
up in the synagogue to read the Scriptures and was handed the scroll
containing the prophecy of Isaiah. Turning to chapter 61, verses 1 and
2, he told the congregation that this scripture was being fulfilled before
them that very day (16–21). The Lord Jesus made it quite clear that he
was indeed the Messiah promised in those verses. Though the people
had marvelled at his gracious words, they regarded him only as
Joseph’s son. They had heard of his miracles at Capernaum and now
wanted to see the same in Nazareth. Jesus answered the proverb that
was in their thoughts with another proverb: ‘No prophet is accepted in
his own country’ (22–24).
The Lord Jesus reminded his hearers that though there were many
widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, God sent the prophet to a Gentile
widow in Sidon. Moreover, the Syrian army commander Naaman was
cleansed from his leprosy but none of the many lepers in Israel were
healed. Then all those in the synagogue, when they heard these things,
were filled with wrath (28). The very people who had earlier marvelled
at the gracious words of Jesus were now filled with anger. The house
of worship and prayer was turned into a place of murderous hatred.
They attempted to throw Jesus down from the brow of the hill on which
Nazareth was built, but he calmly walked through them (29–30). Jesus
went his way (30). There is no record in the Gospels of him ever again
visiting Nazareth.
The truth of God’s sovereignty in his dealings with Gentiles upset
those who heard Jesus. Why should God by-pass people in Israel and
yet have mercy on Gentiles? God’s absolute sovereignty in election is
plainly taught in Scripture (eg. Romans 9:11–23). The glorious
doctrine of God’s free and sovereign grace is scorned by the world
and hated by many religious people. Let us proclaim it, rejoice in
it, be humbled by it, and praise God for it. Hallelujah!
Jesus then went to Capernaum where he preached in the synagogue on
the Sabbaths where those who heard him were astonished at the
authority of his teaching and at his power over demons (31–32, 36).
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They saw a man delivered from demon-possession in their synagogue
(35). The demon in the man was terrified of Jesus and recognised him
as ‘the Holy One of God’ (34). Other demons also acknowledged him
as ‘the Christ, the Son of God’ (41). They recognised the Messiah when
they met him but most of the Jew’s religious leaders did not believe.
The astonished people said, ‘He commands the unclean spirits, and
they come out’ (36). Satan and his evil spirits are powerful but the
Lord Jesus has far greater power than Satan. Jesus and his disciples
then went to Peter’s house and found his mother-in-law ill with a high
fever. Jesus healed her and immediately she was able to serve them
(38–39).
At sunset (when the Sabbath ended), many sick people were brought to
Jesus and he healed them and cast out many demons (40–41). Jesus
went to a deserted place the following day but the crowds found him
and tried to persuade him stay with them. He said to them, ‘I must
preach the kingdom of God to the other cities also, because for this
purpose I have been sent.’ He then preached in the synagogues
throughout Galilee (42–44).
The subject of demon-possession attracts controversy but the Bible
distinguishes between this and physical illness (40–41). Some
theologians such as the late William Barclay deny the reality of
demon-possession, attributing it to primitive superstition (eg. DAILY
STUDY BIBLE, GOSPEL OF MATTHEW, volume 1, pages 327–329). On
the other hand, there are extreme charismatics who teach that most of
the problems in the lives of Christians are caused by demons and they
spend much time casting these imaginary demons out of their
followers. We must beware of both extremes.
Jesus! the name high over all,
In hell, or earth, or sky;
Angels and men before it fall,
And devils fear and fly.

(Charles Wesley)

I can recommend an excellent book on biblical demonology, ‘SATAN CAST
OUT’ by Frederick S. Leahy which is published by Banner of Truth.
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Luke chapter 5

P

eter, Andrew, James and John were partners in a fishing business
at Capernaum (7,10). A great crowd had gathered to hear Jesus near
to the spot where they were mending their nets and Peter readily
allowed Jesus to teach from his boat (1–3). They already knew the Lord
Jesus who had been in Peter’s home and healed his mother-in-law
(4:38–39). When Jesus finished teaching, he told Peter to take his boat
into deeper water and to let down his net for a catch of fish. Peter told
him that they had toiled all night without any success but he said,
‘Nevertheless at your word I will let down the net’ (4–5).
Peter was to learn that to trust in Jesus and to obey him brings blessing.
The net began to break under the strain of the great catch of fish and
he called on James and John to help him land the fish (6–7). Jesus knew
where Peter should cast his nets because he knows all things and he is
in control of all creation. An astonished and awe-struck Peter fell down
at Jesus’ knees Jesus saying, ‘Depart from me, for I am a sinful man,
O Lord!’ (8–9). This was not a request for Jesus to go away but a
recognition that he is God (‘Lord’ – cp. John 20:28; 2 Corinthians 4:5)
and a confession of Peter’s own sinfulness.
Jesus reassured Peter saying, ‘Do not be afraid. From now on you will
catch men’ (10). Peter and his three partners left their business interests
to follow Jesus into full-time service (cp. Mark 1:16–20). They had just
seen the evidence that Jesus could supply all their needs and that the
One who had given them a great catch of fish would also give them a
harvest of souls.
We may have toiled for years with little success in the work of the
gospel, we may feel inadequate in our attempts to witness to others, but
we must remember that God is the Lord of the harvest (Matthew 9:38).
Let us commit our work and witness for the Lord into his loving
hands, trust in him and persevere.
When Jesus was in one of the towns, a man full of leprosy approached
him and fell on his face, begging Jesus to heal him (12–13). Leprosy
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was much feared in those times because it was incurable and sufferers
were isolated to prevent it spreading. Lepers were not allowed into
towns and we can assume that the man was just outside the entrance to
the town. He knew that Jesus was able to heal him and falling on his
face, he begged Jesus. ‘Lord, if you are willing, you can make me
clean.’ Jesus was moved with compassion for the man and touched him
(13; cp. Mark 1:41). As soon as he said, ‘I am willing; be cleansed,’ the
man was healed.
Jesus told the man not to tell anyone of this miracle apart from showing
himself to the priest (for ritual cleansing and confirmation that the
disease had been cured so that he could return to normal life (14; cp.
Leviticus 14:1–32). He disobeyed Jesus. however and spread the news
of his healing (Mark 1: 45). This hindered the ministry of Jesus for a
time because he was unable to go into the towns because of the huge
crowds. We must beware of an uncontrolled zeal which hinders rather
than advances the work of the gospel. We often have the opposite
problem however and are silent when we should be witnessing.
The Lord Jesus had a very busy and tiring ministry but he was never
too busy to pray (16; cp. 6:12; 9:28–29). If he needed to spend time in
prayer, how much more we should pray every day! Prayer is a low
priority for many of us and we are the poorer for it. God is more
willing to hear us than we are to pray.
Every person born into this world is afflicted by a plague far worse than
leprosy or any Corona virus. The most developed psychology and all
manner of theories and therapies have failed to cure it. I refer to the
plague of sin which will, if not cured, leads to eternal separation from
God. The Lord Jesus alone is able to cleanse us from sin through his
blood shed on the cross (1 John 1:7). He is willing to cleanse and
forgive all those who repent of their sin and trust in him (Acts 3:19).
The Lord Jesus returned to Capernaum where a crowd, including
scribes and Pharisees who had come from every village of Galilee, and
Judea, and even Jerusalem, to hear him. They were crowded into the
house in which he was teaching (17; cp. Mark 2:1–2). Four men
brought a paralysed man to him for healing but they could not get into
the house because of the crowd. They carried the man up an outside
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stairway to the roof of the house, and opened up the roof by removing
the tiles and lowered the man on his bed before Jesus (18–19). When
he saw their faith, Jesus spoke to the man, forgave his sins and healed
him (20–23, 25).
The scribes and the Pharisees rightly recognised that Jesus was
asserting his deity when he told the man that his sins were forgiven. He
knew that they were thinking that he was blaspheming, because only
God can forgive sins. He told them that he had the power to forgive sins
and healed the man (21–23). The Bible plainly teaches that the Lord
Jesus is God, but many cults deny this. The title ‘Son of Man’ also
speaks of deity (24; cp. Daniel 7:13–14; Matthew 26:64–65). After the
man was healed, the people were amazed and glorified God. They were
filled with fear, saying, ‘We have seen strange things today!’ (26).
The four men recognised that their paralysed friend had a great
physical need. When they brought him to Jesus, an even greater need
was also met – his sins were forgiven. When he saw their faith which
was not put off by seeming obstacles (the crowd thronging the house),
Jesus rewarded that faith. It was a faith that persevered despite
apparent setbacks. Without faith it is impossible to please him
(Hebrews 11:6). What kind of faith does God see in us? Do we have
the faith that perseveres in prayer for our loved ones and friends who
do not know the Lord?
Doubt sees the obstacle, Faith sees the way,
Doubt sees a long dark night, Faith sees the day,
Doubt dreads to take a step, Faith soars on high.
Doubt thunders, ‘Who believes?’ Faith answers, ‘I.’
(Author unknown)

Tax collectors were hated and despised because they worked for the
Romans who occupied their country. They also had a well-deserved
reputation for being dishonest and corrupt. As long as they collected an
agreed amount of tax for the Roman authorities, they could overcharge
and keep the surplus for themselves. The scribes and Pharisees put
them on the same level as the worst of sinners and wrote them off as
far as salvation was concerned (30).
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him and to be one of those most closely associated with him. His other
name, Levi (cp. Matthew 9:9) means ‘attached’. The priests and
teachers of God’s law and others involved in the service and ritual of
the temple were taken from the tribe of Levi. Matthew had detached
himself from his own people choosing to serve the heathen Romans
who ruled Israel. Can you imagine his amazement to hear the great
teacher, the Lord Jesus, saying to him, ‘Follow me’?
Matthew left all, rose up, and followed him (28). He gave up a
comfortable living to become attached to the Lord Jesus. He was not
a secret believer but gave a great feast to which he invited many other
tax collectors where he introduced them to his Saviour (29). Are you
glad to own Jesus as your Lord before your friends and colleagues
at work? Do you earnestly desire and pray for their salvation?
The churlish, self-righteous Pharisees grumbled against the disciples
of Jesus, saying, ‘Why do you eat and drink with tax-collectors and
sinners?’ (30). Jesus told them, ‘Those who are well do not need a
physician, but those who are sick. I have not come to call the righteous,
but sinners, to repentance’ (31–32). These Pharisees did not recognise
their own spiritual need, but God in his mercy saved a Pharisee who
became the greatest ever Christian missionary (Acts 23:6). Jesus does
not call the self-righteous, but those who see their own wretchedness
and desperate need of forgiveness. Moreover, there are no righteous
people (Romans 3:10). We are all sinners and he calls us to repentance.
Some who saw the happiness and feasting at the house of Matthew
were puzzled that the disciples of Jesus did not fast They asked Jesus,
‘Why do the disciples of John fast often and make prayers, and likewise
those of the Pharisees, but yours eat and drink?’ (33). Matthew 9:14
states that those who asked the question were disciples of John the
Baptist. Jesus replied that fasting was not appropriate for his disciples,
comparing his presence on earth with a wedding feast (a Jewish
wedding in Bible times was a very festive occasion). The couple who
were married did not go away for a honeymoon but stayed at home. An
open house was kept and the bridegroom and his bride were treated like
royalty as their closest friends shared in joy and feasting for a week.
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These close friends were called ‘the children of the bridechamber’
(translated here as ‘the friends of the bridegroom’).
The Lord Jesus compared himself to the bridegroom and his disciples
to the bridegroom’s friends. How could they fast and mourn? They
were with the almighty Son of God. They were seeing corrupt tax
officials like Matthew coming to faith in Christ and their lives
completely transformed. There was daily rejoicing over sinners
repenting. The Lord Jesus then said, ‘But the days will come when the
bridegroom will be taken away from them; then they will fast in those
days’ (35). William Hendriksen points out that this was a prediction of
his death on the cross.
Jesus said that a new cloth patch would soon pull away from an old
garment as it shrank in the wash. New wine would burst an old
wineskin as it fermented because the old wineskin was unable stretch
like a new one (36–39). When a person is saved by grace, he is a new
creation in Christ and the old things have passed away (2 Corinthians
5:17). The garments of the old life are replaced with the garments of
salvation (Isaiah 61:10). The new wine of salvation must be poured
into the new strong wineskins of joyful thanksgiving and sacrificial
service which glorifies God.
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Luke chapter 6

T

he scribes and Pharisees made Sabbath observance a great burden
by adding many rules and regulations to the command of
Scripture. They were very quick to criticise the disciples for plucking
ears of corn on the Sabbath in order to feed themselves (1–2). The Lord
Jesus defended his disciples and reminded their accusers that David
had once done an unlawful thing on a Sabbath by eating the showbread
(3–4) The showbread was changed by the priests every Sabbath and
only they were permitted to eat the old loaves. On this occasion, David
and his men were given the showbread to satisfy their hunger (1
Samuel 21:1–6). The Lord Jesus taught that human need must be met
on the Sabbath just as it is on any other day (14:1–6). The Sabbath was
made for man (Mark 2:27), not to be a burden but a blessing. Jesus
reminded them that ‘the Son of Man is also Lord of the Sabbath’ (5).

Jesus went into the synagogue to teach on another Sabbath, and a man
was there whose right hand was withered. The scribes and Pharisees
watched him closely, wondering whether he would heal the man so that
they could accuse him of Sabbath-breaking (6–7). Jesus knew their
thoughts and he challenged them to say whether it was lawful or not to
heal and to do good on the Sabbath (8–9). The wicked scribes and
Pharisees had no compassion for the handicapped man and were filled
with rage when Jesus healed him (10). They were very rigid in
observing their man-made rules and yet they plotted to do evil to the
Lord Jesus on the Sabbath (11)!
‘The Son of Man is also Lord of the Sabbath’ (5). Is Jesus the Lord of
your Sabbaths? If he is, the Lord’s Day should be the highlight of
your week. You are able to rest from your daily work to be free to
worship God with his people, to do good and to show compassion to
those in need.
A Sabbath well spent brings a week of content
And strength for the trials of tomorrow;
But a Sabbath profaned, whate’er may be gained
Is a certain forerunner of sorrow.
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After spending a night in prayer, the Lord Jesus called his disciples to
him; and from them he chose twelve whom he also named apostles
(12–13). He had many disciples but these men were to be his constant
companions, to be prepared for the task of preaching the gospel far and
wide after his death and resurrection. They were distinguished from
other disciples in being named as ‘apostles’ (those who have been sent
out or commissioned).
Christ’s apostles were special but we are all called to be disciples (Acts
9:19,36; 11:26). A disciple puts into practice the teachings of Christ
(Matthew 28:19–20). Hendriksen comments, ‘A disciple is a pupil, a
learner. He is, however, more than a “bookworm”, or even than a
“student”. Rather, he is an adherent, a follower. Between him and his
Master there exists — at least should exist — a close personal
fellowship’ (COMMENTARY ON LUKE, page 327). Is it obvious to those
who know you that you are a disciple of Christ?
Why did the Lord Jesus choose Judas Iscariot to be one of his apostles?
The Bible does not answer this question. Jesus knows all things and he
knew that Judas was a devil and a thief (John 6:70; 12:4–6) and the one
who would betray him (22:21–22). Judas preached the gospel and
healed the sick (Matthew 10:1–4) but he was not a true believer. It is
a sombre fact that even in the best of churches there may be those who
appear to belong to the Lord, but who deceive themselves and others
(cp. Matthew 7:21–23). We cannot deceive God. Let us examine our
own hearts before the Lord (see 2 Corinthians 13:5).
Vast crowds came to hear the Lord Jesus and to be healed of their
diseases, including those tormented by evil spirits (16–19). Notice that
he healed them all (19). How different this is from some evangelists in
the charismatic movement who make great claims of performing
miracles which do not stand up to close scrutiny. Do not pay attention
to them, their teaching regarding healing is far from biblical.
Some Bible commentators (eg. Hendriksen, Dale Ralph Davis) believe
that the remaining verses of this chapter are a shorter report of the
Sermon on the Mount (see Matthew chapters 5 to 7). Others (eg. Ryle)
are convinced that this is an entirely different sermon. Ryle observes ‘It
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is unreasonable to suppose that none of his mighty teachings were ever
delivered more than once’ ( EXPOSITORY THOUGHTS ON LUKE ,
volume 1, pages 177).
In these verses there are four blessings contrasted by four woes. You
may wonder how poverty, hunger, sorrow and persecution, the very
things that people seek to avoid, can be a blessing. They are not a
blessing for the ungodly but when suffered by the Christian for the Son
of Man’s sake, they lead to great blessing. Jesus said,‘Rejoice and leap
for joy! For indeed your reward is great in heaven’ (22–23).
How can the things which most people struggle to obtain – riches,
abundance of food, pleasure and popularity – be a curse? They are
a curse if we refuse to follow Christ for fear of losing them (eg. the
rich ruler; 18:22–23). Jesus warned of the peril of riches in the
parable of the rich fool (12:16–21) and in the account of the rich man
and Lazarus (16:19–31). By contrast, Zacchaeus found great joy in
forsaking his riches to follow Christ (19:8–9).
Let Bishop J.C. Ryle challenge us: ‘The state of life which our Lord
blesses, the world cordially dislikes. The people to whom our Lord
says, “Woe unto you” are the very people whom the world admires,
praises, and imitates. This is an awful fact. It ought to raise within us
great searching of heart. ... Can we subscribe to what our Lord says?
Are we of one mind with him? Do we really believe that poverty and
persecution, endured for Christ’s sake, are positive blessings? Do we
really believe that riches and worldly enjoyment, and popularity
among men, when sought for more than salvation, or preferred in the
least to the praise of God, are a positive curse? ... The passage before
us is eminently one which tests the reality of our Christianity’
(EXPOSITORY THOUGHTS ON LUKE, volume 1, pages 179–180).
The scribes and Pharisees had distorted God’s command, ‘You shall
love your neighbour’ (Leviticus 19:18) to mean that we should hate our
enemies (Matthew 5:43). The Bible teaches no such thing. The Jews
had narrowed down the meaning of neighbour to those whom they
loved (cp. 10:28–37). Jesus cut right across such thinking when he
said, ‘Love your enemies’ (27, 35). This is one of the most difficult
commandments to keep, especially when it is professing Christians
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who hate us or harm us. Satan is spoiling their lives and we must
overcome their evil with good (Romans 12:20–21). If they are not
believers, remember that they are enslaved by Satan, lost and bound for
hell. Love has won many a hostile sinner to Christ.
How should we show our love to our enemies? We must do good to
those who hate us, bless those who curse us and pray for those who
persecute us (27–28). To be slapped on the cheek was a great insult
which could be punished by a very heavy fine. Jesus is not telling us
to invite further suffering but to respond to insults by being gracious
(29). Did you turn the other cheek the last time you were wronged?
Our attitude to others must not be determined by what they are or
what they do to us. In New Testament times a court was not able to
deprive a person of his cloak as payment for a fine (the cloak was also
used as a blanket at night). Jesus said that we should show kindness
rather than insisting on our own rights (29).
Verse 31 sets out ‘the golden rule’: ‘And just as you want men to do to
you, you also do to them likewise’ (31). If we only love those who love
us, we are no different to the ungodly (32–33). We must be like our
heavenly Father who shows his goodness, kindness and mercy every
day, even to his enemies (‘the unthankful and the evil’; 34–36). We
should remind ourselves constantly of all that the Lord Jesus has done
to save us and seek to follow his example (1 Peter 2:21). We have
different standards to those of the world but we do find it difficult to
love our enemies. We cannot obey this commandment in our own
strength and we need to ask the Holy Spirit to help us each day.
One of the most misunderstood verses in the Bible is ‘Judge not, and
you shall not be judged’ (37). It does not mean that we are not to think
or to have an opinion but it has been quoted as an excuse to turn a blind
eye to wickedness or to false teaching We must use our spiritual
judgment to test the spirits (1 John 4:1); to do this we must be
well-grounded in our knowledge of the Bible and in sound doctrine.
The apostle Paul reminded the Corinthian church, ‘He who is spiritual
judges all things’ (1 Corinthians 2:15). We must support church
discipline against those who persist in sin (eg. 1 Corinthians chapter 5)
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and we must lovingly seek their restoration (Galatians 6:1). We must
not only be generous in forgiving those who have wronged us, but also
in our giving. The person who gives generously will receive back
generously (38; 2 Corinthians 9:6).
What then is the meaning of verse 37? It warns against being critical
and censorious towards others. We must not become ‘Christian
Pharisees’. It is very easy to find fault with other believers, especially
when they are weak in those things where we imagine ourselves to be
strong. We must not become blind leaders of those who are blind
(39).The Lord Jesus uses a humorous illustration – the hypocrite sees
a speck of dirt in his brother’s eye and wants to remove it, while having
a plank of wood in his own eye (41–42).
No Christian is perfect! We all have our faults and some stick out in our
lives like great planks. We must not be irritating busybodies,
putting everyone else right. We have enough to do in watching our
own lives, and repenting of our own sins. Jesus said, ‘A good tree
does not bear bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. For every
tree is known by its own fruit’ (43–44). The fruit of our lips shows what
kind of fruit we are bearing (45). Our words and actions reveal our true
character. If we truly love the Lord our words will be wholesome and
kind. We must be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one
another, just as God in Christ also forgave us (Ephesians 4:32).
Jesus said, ‘Why do you call me “Lord, Lord,” and do not do the things
which I say?’ (46; cp. James 1:22). He then said, ‘Whoever comes to
me, and hears my sayings, and does them ... is like a man building a
house, who dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock’ (47). The
parable of the two builders challenges us to consider the kind of
foundation on which we are building our lives. The houses in the
parable may have been constructed with the same materials and been
similar in appearance, but their foundations were different. When the
floods came and battered the houses, the house with a deep foundation
built on the rock, stood firm. The house built without a foundation
collapsed, ‘and the ruin of that house was great’ (49)..
What is the point of this parable? The Lord Jesus is warning us that if
we call him our Lord but do not obey him, the outcome will prove
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disastrous. It is not good enough to say that we believe the Bible from
cover to cover, or to listen to good preaching, unless we obey his Word.
There is an easy type of Christianity which pays lip service to the
teaching of Scripture. It makes no demands for commitment to a life of
discipleship. It attracts many but it leads to hell and not to heaven.
There are many people who profess faith in Christ and appear to be
Christians. They attend church regularly and they hear God’s Word
preached but they do not obey its teaching. In John Bunyan’s great
classic, THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS , we meet a character named
‘Talkative’ and we are warned, ‘He talketh of prayer, of repentance, of
faith, and of the new birth; but he knows but only to talk of them.’
If our Christianity is real, it will be seen in our lives by our obedience
to the Word of God. If we do not obey the teaching of the Lord Jesus,
our religion will not stand the test in difficult times. We are like the
foolish man who heard and did nothing (49). He built on the wrong
foundation and lost everything when the floods came. Are you
building your life on the solid foundation of obedience to Christ?

33

Luke chapter 7

W

hen Jesus came to Capernaum, he was met with a desperate and
urgent request from a Roman centurion (an officer who
commanded one hundred soldiers). The centurion in today’s reading
was different from most Romans – he was loved and highly regarded
by the Jews for his benevolence towards them (1–5; Cornelius was
another highly regarded centurion, Acts 10:1–2). He was desperate to
obtain help for his servant (Greek = ‘slave’) who was dying, and when
he heard about Jesus, he sent elders of the Jews to him, pleading with
him to come and heal his servant (3). He was so different to many
slave-owners in that he valued his slave and was concerned for his
well-being. He was a kind man and though he was an army officer, he
was very humble.
The Jews commended him to Jesus as one worthy to have his request
granted but he did not have such a high opinion of himself. He said in
his message to the Lord Jesus, ‘I am not worthy that you should enter
under my roof’ (4–6). The centurion was not only humble but also had
great faith. His message to Jesus was, ‘Say the word, and my servant
will be healed’ (7). As a man under the authority of the emperor, his
word was obeyed; he recognised that Jesus was under a greater
authority (of God the Father) and that he had authority to heal sickness
at a word. He had no doubt that his servant would be healed at the
command of the Lord Jesus (8).
Jesus marvelled at him and said to the crowd, ‘I have not found such
great faith, not even in Israel! (9). The only other occasion where we
read that Jesus marvelled is on account of the unbelief of the people of
Nazareth (Mark 6:6). When the messengers arrived back at the
centurion’s house, they found that the slave had recovered (10).
Faith is more than saying, ‘I believe’; it is taking God at his word and
trusting him to do what he says he will do. Now faith is the assurance
of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen (Hebrews 11:1,
English Standard Version). Great faith and great humility go
together. Are they evident in your life?
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The day after he had healed the
centurion’s servant, Jesus went
to Nain, some twenty-five miles
(40 kilometres) south-west of
Capernaum. A large crowd was
following him by the time he
reached the gate of city. They
were met by another large
crowd who were following a
weeping widow in a funeral
procession.

0
0

5
5

10 Miles

10 15 Kilometres

Capernaum

Bethsaida
Gergesa

Sea of Galilee
(Lake of Gennesaret)

Nain

River Jordan

Nazareth

The widow had lost her only son and when the Lord saw her, he had
compassion on her (13). She had not expected him to help or asked for
his help. He saw her great need and met it. Jesus does not change! Our
trials, troubles and tears do not go unnoticed. He is still full of
compassion for us; the Christian is never alone in suffering (Romans
8:31–39; Hebrews 4:15). We have a wonderful Saviour and Friend!
The Lord Jesus told the grieving widow not to weep and as the
procession halted, he touched the open coffin. He said to the lifeless
body, ‘Young man, I say to you, arise’ (14). Jesus did not need to pray
to God the Father to raise the dead because he is God (the title, ‘Lord’
in verse 13 also indicates his deity). He has power over sickness, over
demons and over death. The young man sat up and began to speak, and
Jesus presented him to his mother. She discovered the greatness and
kindness of our precious Saviour on that memorable day.
The crowds were awe-struck and they glorified God, acknowledging
Jesus as a great prophet, saying, ‘God has visited his people’ (15–16).
When God visits us, hopelessness and despair give way to hope and
joy. When he comes to us, things are never the same again. Do you
really know the Lord Jesus in your life and experience?
John the Baptist had condemned Herod Antipas for his adultery and
was thrown into prison (3:19–20; cp. Mark 6:17–18) where he was
allowed to have visitors. The raising from the dead of the widow’s son
was reported throughout Judea and when John heard of this and other
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miracles of Jesus, he was beset by doubt. He then sent two of his
disciples to Jesus to ask, ‘Are you the Coming One, or do we look for
another?’ (18–20).
You may wonder why John had doubts when he had previously
affirmed the greatness of the Lord Jesus and had heard the voice from
heaven saying, ‘You are my beloved Son; in you I am well pleased’
(3:16,22). John’s doubt was not like the cynical doubt of the Pharisees
and lawyers (experts in the Jewish religion) who rejected the Word of
God (30). He was a godly man puzzled at God’s dealings with him. He
may have wondered why the Lord had allowed his ministry to be cut
short, leaving him to languish in prison, if Jesus were indeed the
Messiah he had proclaimed?
John’s two disciples then saw many people healed by Jesus who told
them to tell John about the things that they had heard and seen (21–22).
He said to them, ‘Blessed is he who is not offended because of me’ (23;
the Greek verb translated ‘offended’ means ‘to be stumbled’). Jesus
was very kind and tender in his assessment of his disheartened servant.
John was greater than all the Old Testament prophets and yet the least
in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he (24–28). This does not
mean that John was not a saved man, but that the least in the kingdom
were more privileged because they were seeing the wonderful effects
of the Messiah’s ministry (cp. 10:23–24).
Are you perplexed by dark doubts or despair because of some baffling
circumstance or trial? Do not be offended with the Lord for his
dealings with you. He promises, ‘Blessed is he who is not offended
because of me.’ You may not be able to trace the ways of God, but
do trust him. He is wise and kind and he will never fail you.
Those who responded to John’s message of repentance and were
baptised, justified God (29). This means that they believed his
preaching and vindicated God’s righteous demands by submitting to
John’s baptism. The scribes (‘lawyers’) and Pharisees rejected the
counsel of God by refusing to be baptised by John (30). Jesus
compared his generation to children playing in the market place. One
group wanted to play weddings but the others wanted to play funerals
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and there was no agreement between them (31–32). Jesus likened this
childish behaviour to the petty attitude of those who opposed both John
the Baptist and himself. They opposed John claiming that his ministry
was too severe and that he was devil-possessed. They condemned
Jesus because he attended feasts and falsely accused him of being a
glutton and a drunkard (33–34).
J.C. Ryle comments, ‘The plain truth is that the natural heart of man
hates God. The carnal mind is enmity against God. It dislikes his law,
his gospel, and his people. It will always find some excuse for not
believing and obeying. The doctrine of repentance is too strict for it!
The doctrine of faith and grace is too easy for it! John the Baptist goes
too much out of the world! Jesus Christ goes too much into the world!
And so the heart of man excuses itself for sitting still in its sins. — All
this must not surprise us’ ( EXPOSITORY THOUGHTS ON LUKE ,
volume 1, pages 229–230).
Jesus befriended those considered the dregs of society when they
turned from their sin to follow him. He was called ‘a friend of tax
collectors and sinners’ (34). The enemies of Jesus implied that he was
condoning sin, but that was not true. He offers forgiveness to the worst
of sinners if they will repent and trust in him (cp. 1 Timothy 1:15). No
one has sunk too far into sin that they cannot be saved. The wisdom of
John the Baptist and Jesus was justified by the changed lives of those
who followed them (35). Do you know the Lord Jesus as your friend
and Saviour?
The Pharisees were generally hostile to Jesus but some did invite him
to eat with them (36; 11:37). Some were glad of an opportunity to
watch him closely, hoping to find fault with him (cp. 14:1). While Jesus
was at the home of a Pharisee named Simon, a woman described as ‘a
sinner’ because of her shameful lifestyle, came into the house and
lavished her affection on him. Simon was critical of Jesus, thinking
that if Jesus were a prophet, he would have known that this woman was
a sinner and not have allowed her to touch him (37–39). Jesus knew
what he was thinking and told him a parable of two debtors. One owed
five hundred denarii (about eighteen months’ wages), the other fifty
(less than two months’ wages) but their creditor freely forgave them.
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Jesus asked Simon which of the debtors would have the greater love
for their creditor. He answered, ‘I suppose the one to whom he forgave
more’ (43).
Jesus then applied the parable to Simon who had not extended to him
the customary courtesy given to guests – provision of water to wash
one’s feet, the welcome kiss (cp. Romans 16:16) or oil to rub into his
sun-dried skin. By contrast, the sinful woman had been lavish in
showing her affection for him because she had been forgiven much.
Jesus reminded the Pharisee, ‘But to whom little is forgiven, the same
loves little’ (47). He then turned to the woman and said to her, ‘Your
sins are forgiven ... your faith has saved you, go in peace’ (48–50).
The Pharisees recognised that by offering forgiveness of sins, Jesus
was claiming to be God (49; cp 5:21). They did not have true faith but
trusted in their own supposed goodness to save them (18:9). They did
not consider themselves to be in need of forgiveness. It is only when
we see ourselves as guilty, lost and helpless sinners, that we will cast
ourselves on Christ for mercy (18:13). When we understand that we
have been forgiven much, we will love much. Do others know that
you love the Lord? Is it seen in your lifestyle, in your work for God,
in your enthusiasm to be at the prayer-meeting, in the giving of
your time and money to the Lord’s work?
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Luke chapter 8

T

he Lord Jesus had a very busy and exhausting ministry, preaching
and bringing the good news of the kingdom of God to every city
and village of Galilee (1). He was accompanied by the twelve disciples
and certain women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities
... and many others who provided for him from their substance. One of
these women was Mary Magdalene out of whom had come seven
demons (2). The story that Mary had been a prostitute is without any
foundation and there is no valid reason for linking her with the sinful
woman we read about in chapter 7.
Mary and the other women had been in the grip of evil spirits but had
been set free by the Lord Jesus. Some of them were undoubtedly
wealthy and they were so profoundly grateful to him that they provided
for him from their substance (3). Jesus could have miraculously
provided food or money to support himself and the disciples (cp.
9:10–17; Matthew 17:27) but he chose to use human means for this
purpose. We enjoy great joy and blessing when we give generously
to the Lord and if he did not use human means for the support of
the work of God’s kingdom, we would be denied this blessing.
These women gladly provided for him from their own money and
faithfully followed him. They did not deny him nor desert him when he
was arrested and crucified like most of the disciples of Christ, but were
with him to the end (23:55–56; Mark 15:40–41). It was Mary
Magdalene to whom the risen Lord first appeared (Mark 16:9).
You may wonder how you can provide for the Lord from your
substance, especially if your resources are limited. Are you concerned
for fellow-believers in their need? Do you have compassion on them?
Remember the words of Jesus, ‘Inasmuch as you did it to one of the
least of these my brethren, you did it to me’ (Matthew 25:40).
A great multitude came to hear the Lord Jesus and he spoke to them by
a parable (4). Parables have been described as ‘earthly stories with a
heavenly meaning’. John Blanchard points out that ‘those who treat
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parables as no more than interesting stories will end up with nothing
but interesting stories!’ (LOOK THROUGH LUKE – published by Henry
Walter). We may think that the Lord Jesus used parables to make his
message clearer to his hearers. This was not so. Parables conceal the
mysteries of the kingdom of God which need to be explained. Spiritual
truths are mysteries which cannot be known unless God gives us the
gift of understanding (9–10). If God is opening our eyes to understand
his Word when we read it or hear it preached, we should be humbled
and full of gratitude to him.
In the parable of the sower the crucial factor is not the seed, but the
ground in which the seed is sown. In this parable the seed is the word
of God (11). The different kinds of ground on which the seed falls
represent the human heart. In the work of the gospel we experience
disappointments as well as encouragements. This parable helps us to
understand why this is so.
Have you ever invited someone to come to an evangelistic service?
They come and hear the Word of God which is powerfully and
convincingly preached. You feel that your friend must be convinced,
but they turn out to be quite unmoved. They then show no further
interest in the gospel and you are very disappointed. What is the
explanation? They are ‘those by the wayside’. They hear the Word of
God, then the devil comes and takes away the word out of their hearts,
lest they should believe and be saved (5,12).
The devil hates the Word of God. He not only snatches away the
Word of God from the hearts of many sinners, but also from many
Christians. If you are not profiting from the Word of God, is it because
the Bible is not faithfully and persuasively preached in your church?
Or is it because of the state of your heart?
Have you known people who profess Christ to be their Saviour and
show real joy? They appear to be very keen and become involved in
many of the activities of their local church. They begin to share their
faith with others, then suddenly they go away from the church and their
Christian friends. What has happened to them? The Word of God has
fallen on rock. The ones on the rock are those who, when they hear,
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receive the word with joy; and these have no root, who believe for a
while and in the time of temptation (testing) fall away (6,13).
They appear to have spiritual life but there is no depth and their
profession of faith soon evaporates when trouble comes (13). They
thought that following Christ would banish trouble from their lives.
They expected happiness and peace which would not be spoiled by
trials. They never knew what it was to deny themselves and to take up
their cross daily and to follow Christ. They did not realise that we are
called to suffer for the Lord (cp. 9:23–24; Philippians 1:29–30). Their
faith was shallow. The Word fell on rock.
Thorny ground hearers have a worldly heart that chokes the Word of
God so that it becomes unfruitful (7, 14). I grieve over those who once
were keen, but who are now cold and indifferent to Christ. Some who
were fellow-pastors are now far away from the Lord and in the world,
some falling into grievous sin. They are choked with cares, riches, and
the pleasures of life. Are they just backslidden? If they are backslidden,
they will surely repent and return to the Lord. If they die without
repentance, they are apostate – never truly saved – lost for ever. How
solemn the warning of this parable!
Some who hear the Word of God give us much joy and encouragement.
They are those who, having heard the word with a noble and good
heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience (8,15). They bear fruit in the
most testing conditions because the word has fallen on good ground.
What kind of ground does your heart provide for the Word of
God? He who has ears to hear, let him hear! (8).
In his next parable (16–18), the Lord Jesus said that no one lights a
lamp to cover it up or to hide it. Spiritual knowledge and understanding
bring great responsibility. Our Christianity must be practised and seen
in our lives; it must not be hidden from those who are in darkness and
lack spiritual light (16–17; cp. Matthew 5:14–16). Jesus tells us to take
heed how we hear the word of God (18). J.C. Ryle reminds us of three
rules for hearing God’s Word (EXPOSITORY THOUGHTS ON LUKE,
volume 1, Pages 258):
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•
We must hear with faith, believing implicitly that every Word of
God is true (cp. Hebrews 4:2).
•
We must hear with reverence, remembering constantly that the
Bible is the Word of God (cp. 1 Thessalonians 2:13).
•
We must hear with prayer, seeking God’s blessing on the Word
before and after we read it or hear it preached.
If we neglect what God gives to us, we will lose it, but when we eagerly
hear the Word with a determination to obey it, God will bless us and
add to us (18). Therefore take heed how you hear (18). How do you
hear the Word of God?
Some people who are ignorant of Scripture believe that Mary was a
perpetual virgin. Her children are mentioned here and are named
elsewhere (Matthew 13:55−56). Why did the mother and brothers of
Jesus come to see him? It may be that they were concerned for him and
wanted to protect him from those who said, ‘He is out of his mind’
(Mark 3:21,31). Jesus indicated that those who hear the word of God
and do it are his mother and his brothers (19–21). He was not
despising Mary, but teaching that a spiritual relationship to him is
far more important than our natural relationships. Obedience to
God’s Word is a good indication that we belong to him. My mother and
my brothers are these who hear the word of God and do it (21).
Dale Ralph Davis writes that verses 22 to 56 ‘could be dubbed “Jesus
and his triumphs”, for it depicts Jesus’ control over danger (22– 25),
demons (26–39), disease (43–48), and death (40–42, 49–56) — LUKE
1–13 – THE YEAR OF THE LORD’S FAVOUR, page 141.
The Lord Jesus and his disciples were crossing the Sea (lake) of Galilee
which is about thirteen miles (24 kilometres) long and up to seven
miles (11 kilometres) wide. It lies about seven hundred feet (37 metres)
below the level of the Mediterranean. When cool currents of air sweep
down from the surrounding hills, they collide with the warm air above
the sea, stirring up fierce winds. A fierce storm arose, which threatened
to capsize their boat while Jesus slept. J.C. Ryle comments, ‘To be
weary of working for God is sinful, but to be wearied and worn in
doing God’s work is no sin at all. Jesus himself was weary, and Jesus
slept’ (EXPOSITORY THOUGHTS ON LUKE, volume 1, page 262).
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The terrified disciples roused their Master who rebuked the storm and
there was a calm (23–24). He asked them, ‘Where is your faith?’ They
had already seen him perform astounding miracles and they had
experienced his care for them; how could they imagine that he would
fail them now? The disciples’ fear of the storm turned to a fear inspired
by awe. They exclaimed, ‘Who can this be? For he commands even the
winds and water, and they obey him!’ (25).
If we know the Lord, we have experienced his power and goodness to
us, but we often forget these things when battered by trouble and trials.
When we trust in him, he brings ‘a calm’ (24) into our lives. Is the
Lord saying to you, ‘Where is your faith?’
Begone, unbelief; my Saviour is near,
And for my relief will surely appear:
By prayer let me wrestle, and he will perform;
With Christ in the vessel, I smile at the storm
(John Newton)

The Gadarenes on the east of the Sea of Galilee (see map, page 5) had a
predominantly Gentile population (cp. Galilee of the Gentiles–
Matthew 4:15). This explains a herd of many swine (32) as these were
‘unclean’ animals which would not have been kept by Jews. When
Jesus and his disciples left the boat they were met by a
demon-possessed man. This poor wretch lived among the tombs and
ran around wild, naked, shrieking and cutting himself with stones. He
had superhuman strength through demonic power and chains could not
hold him (26–29; Mark 5:5). The encounter of Jesus with the demons
teaches us three vital truths:
•
That Jesus is God. The disciples had asked a short time earlier,
‘Who can this be? For he commands even the winds and water, and
they obey him!’ (25). The man fell down before the Lord Jesus and the
demon speaking for the evil spirits within him supplied the answer.
‘What have I to do with you, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?’ (28).
This title of Jesus shows that he is God. The Jews recognised that this
title is one of deity and their religious leaders hated the Lord Jesus for
calling God his Father (John 5:18).
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•
That demons are subject to the Lord Jesus. They begged Jesus not
to torment them (28). The lovely presence of Jesus was a source of
torment to these foul, unclean spirits. They gladly serve their master,
the devil, but when confronted with Jesus, they met One who is greater
than the devil. They had to answer to Jesus and knew that they could
only go where he permitted (30–32).
•
That demons believed in God’s judgment and in the eternal
punishment of the wicked. They asked Jesus not to send them into the
abyss but to allow them to enter the herd of pigs (31–32). The abyss is
the dreadful place prepared for the devil and his angels to which those
who are lost will also be banished (Matthew 25:41; Revelation 20:10).
Christians have no need to dread the day of judgment or condemnation
(Romans 8:1). Are you a real Christian?
The demons left the man at the command of Jesus and entered a herd
of pigs which ran over the cliffs to perish in the sea. The terrified
swineherds fled to the city to tell their story and the people went to see
what had happened. They saw the man who had been previously
possessed sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind.
(32–35). Dale Ralph Davis observes, ‘They looked at that wholeness,
that quietness, that submission, that sanity — and they were afraid’
(LUKE 1–13 – THE YEAR OF THE LORD’S FAVOUR, page 145). We read
of two requests in verses 37 and 38 which show two contrasting
attitudes towards the Lord Jesus:
•
The people of the region did not welcome Jesus, nor did they bring
their sick for healing, but asked him to depart from them (37). He
granted their request and he got into the boat and returned. Are you
shocked by the attitude of those people? The demons knew that they
had no hope of forgiveness. Their doom was already set; they knew
that everlasting torment awaited them. The people of that region could
have heard a message of glorious hope. They had no need to fear the
Lord Jesus if only they had received him and repented of their sin.
Many people say that they are too busy to think about God or the
Christian message. They are more concerned for their hobbies and
pleasure than for the eternal well-being of their soul. They scoff when
told of coming judgment. It is tragic that men and women, deceived by
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Satan and enslaved in their sins refuse God’s offer of mercy. Jesus once
said to others who had rejected him, ‘You are not willing to come to me
that you may have life’ (John 5:40).
•
The man who had been delivered from the demons was different.
He begged the Lord Jesus that he might remain with him but he was
to be more useful at home, witnessing to his family (38). Jesus said to
him, ‘Tell what great things God has done for you.’ He needed no
persuasion but went proclaiming what great things Jesus had done for
him throughout the city (39). When did you last tell someone what
the Lord Jesus has done for you?
The Gadarene people may not have wanted the Lord Jesus, but he was
welcomed by a multitude when he returned to Galilee. Jairus, a ruler of
the synagogue, came to Jesus begging him to come to his house to heal
his dying daughter (40–42).
As Jesus was going to the home of Jairus, a woman came behind him
and touched the fringe of his garment. She had suffered twelve years of
misery through continuous haemorrhages and had spent all that she had
in search of a cure but without success (43). Her condition would have
rendered her ceremonially unclean. and anyone touching her would
also be unclean (Leviticus 15:19–27). This probably explains why she
did not want the Lord Jesus to know that she had touched his garment
(47). Many people had touched Jesus as they crowded upon him but he
knew that she had touched his garment expecting to be healed (45–46).
He said to her, ‘Daughter, your faith has made you well. Go in peace’
(48).
While Jesus was still speaking to the woman, someone came to Jairus
to tell him that his daughter had died. In his sudden grief and sorrow,
Jairus heard the wonderful words of Jesus, ‘Do not be afraid; only
believe, and she will be made well’ (49–50). The Lord Jesus wanted
Jairus to trust him, even in this dark hour.
In Bible times professional mourners were called in when someone
died. They were experts in the art of weeping and wailing, moaning
and groaning (cp. Jeremiah 9:17–18). Their performance turned to
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scornful laughter when Jesus told them that the girl was not dead but
sleeping. He only permitted Jairus and his wife, Peter, James and John
to go into the house. Her grieving parents were astonished when they
saw the Lord Jesus raise their daughter from the dead. She may not
have eaten for some time because of her illness and Jesus told her
parents to give her something to eat (51–56). Hendriksen writes, ‘His
power cannot be fathomed, nor his compassion measured’
( COMMENTARY , page 463). Can you imagine the impact of these
miracles on the congregation of the synagogue ruled by Jairus? Are
you distraught and fearful? Oh, trust in our precious Saviour who
says, ‘Do not be afraid; only believe.’
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Luke chapter 9

T

he ministry of the Lord Jesus in Galilee was soon to finish (see
verse 51) and he gave the twelve disciples power and authority
over all demons, and to cure diseases. He sent them two by two to
preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick (1–2; Mark 6:7). They
were to have a simple lifestyle and not take money or food with them
but look to traditional eastern hospitality for their provision (3–4).
Jesus had said earlier, ‘I must preach the kingdom of God’ (4:43) and
he now tells his disciples that they must do the same (2). We enter the
kingdom of God by repentance from our sins and trusting in the gospel
(Mark 1:15). In this kingdom, we gladly submit to the reign of God in
our lives.

They went preaching the gospel ... everywhere (6). J.C. Ryle
comments, ‘The importance of preaching, as a means of grace, might
easily be gathered from this passage, even if it stood alone. But it is but
one instance, among many, of the high value which the Bible
everywhere sets upon preaching. It is, in fact, God’s chosen instrument
for doing good to souls. By it sinners are converted, inquirers led on,
and saints built up. A preaching ministry is absolutely essential to the
health and prosperity of a visible church. The pulpit is the place where
the chief victories of the gospel have always been won, and no church
has ever done much for the advancement of true religion in which the
pulpit has been neglected’ ( EXPOSITORY THOUGHTS ON LUKE ,
volume 1, page 292).
The Lord Jesus told his disciples that when a house or city rejected
them and their message, they should shake off the dust from their feet
(5). This refers to the Jewish custom of shaking the dust from their
sandals and clothes before re-entering the Holy Land after passing
through Gentile territory; this was to avoid ritual uncleanness. By
shaking the dust from their feet, the disciples were giving a symbolic
warning that God would surely punish those Jews who rejected the
gospel. They were unclean and were no better than Gentiles (cp. Acts
13:49–51). If we reject Christ, we are in great danger!
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Herod the Great, the tyrant who had sought to kill the infant Jesus, had
ten wives. He bequeathed his kingdom to three of his sons. Herod
Antipas ruled over Galilee and Perea. Another son, Philip, ruled over
the north-eastern territories of the kingdom, and Archelaus over Judea
and Samaria. The Romans deposed Archelaus in AD 6 and imposed
direct rule over Judea and Samaria (Pontius Pilate became governor of
these territories in AD 26).
John the Baptist had fearlessly denounced Herod Antipas for his
adultery with Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip. Herod had
imprisoned John but was fascinated by the message of the bold
preacher and heard him gladly (Mark 6:17–29). He did not repent of
his sin however, and later he had John beheaded. He had silenced John
but he could not silence his own conscience. When he heard about
Jesus, he was perplexed because some claimed that John had risen
from the dead. Others were saying that Jesus was Elijah or one of the
prophets who had risen again (7–8). Herod sought to see him but when
the opportunity came, the Lord Jesus had nothing to say to him
(23:8–9). He had squandered his opportunities to repent. It is not
enough to hear God’s Word or to have an interest in religion. We
must repent of our sin, turn to the Lord and trust in him!
When the disciples returned from their preaching mission, they told
Jesus of all that they had done (10). At this time Jesus heard the
dreadful news of the murder of John the Baptist (Matthew 14:12–13).
They needed rest and Jesus took them to a deserted place belonging to
the city of Bethsaida (10). J.C. Ryle comments, ‘Those who do public
work for the souls of others, must be careful to make time for being
alone with God. The lesson is one which many Christians would do
well to remember. Occasional retirement, self-enquiry, meditation, and
secret communion with God, are absolutely essential to spiritual
health. The man who neglects them is in great danger of a fall’
(EXPOSITORY THOUGHTS ON LUKE, volume 1, page 297).
Jesus took the disciples to a deserted place belonging to Bethsaida in
order to rest. They went by boat along the northern shore of the Sea of
Galilee but there was no escape from the huge crowds, who went by
foot around the shore to await his arrival (10–11; cp. Mark 6:30–33).
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Though Jesus and his disciples needed to rest, he received the people
and spoke to them about the kingdom of God and healed those who
were sick. .
As the day progressed, the weary disciples wanted Jesus to send away
the multitude, but he said to them, ‘You give them something to eat.’
They protested that they had only five barley loaves and two fish which
a lad had taken with him (John 6:9). These ‘loaves’ were each the size
of a small cake. Their suggestion of going to buy food for the multitude
was not possible (12–13). The Lord Jesus told the disciples to sit the
people in groups of fifty and then he blessed the loaves and fish. He
miraculously fed them from just five loaves and two fish. Five
thousand men, besides women and children ate and were filled and
twelve baskets were filled with the remains of the meal (14–17;
Matthew 14:21). The feeding of the five thousand is the only miracle
of Jesus which is recorded in each of the Gospels.
Those of us who are Christians know the answer to the desperate plight
of men, women, boys and girls around us. We know that this world can
never satisfy them and that if they are not fed with spiritual ‘bread’,
they will be lost for ever and perish in hell. Is the Lord Jesus saying to
you, ‘You give them something to eat’? What greater satisfaction is
there than seeing a hungry soul satisfied with the food of the
gospel?
O lead me, Lord, that I may lead
The wandering and the wavering feet!
O feed me, Lord, that I may feed
Thy hungering ones with manna sweet!
(Frances R. Havergal)

After travelling north to Caesarea Philippi (Matthew 16:13), Jesus
asked his disciples, ‘Who do the crowds say that I am?’ They answered
by saying that opinions varied, some thinking that he was John the
Baptist, others that he was Elijah or one of the prophets who had risen
again (18–19; cp. verses 7–8). People continue to have different
opinions about the Lord Jesus. They say that he is the founder of
Christianity, a great religious teacher, a wonderful example to follow or
a prophet. All these answers are inadequate.
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The Lord Jesus knows our thoughts (11:17), so why would he ask the
disciples about the opinion of others concerning himself? The answer
is that it matters little what others think about Jesus. He was using the
first question that he put to the disciples to make way for his next
question, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ (20). What we think about
Jesus is most important!
Peter’s confession,‘the Christ of God’ (20) acknowledged Jesus as:
•
The Christ, the Messiah promised through the prophets of the Old
Testament (24:27; 44–45; Acts 28:23).
•
The Son of God (see Matthew 16:16). This is a title of deity (John
5:18). He is God (John 1:1–3; Romans 9:5); any religion that denies
that Jesus is God is a false religion.
We are not told why Jesus commanded the disciples that they should
not reveal his identity as the Messiah (21). It was probably to prevent
the people acclaiming him as a political leader who would free the
nation from Roman servitude and restore Israel’s greatness. Jesus had
a far greater mission! From this point in his ministry, he began to teach
his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem where he would be killed and
be raised the third day (22). The disciples had not realised that Jesus
would suffer, die and conquer death in order to save sinners (cp.
Matthew 16:22). They were unable to take in what he was saying to
them (see verse 44–45; 18:31–34).
Jesus spoke of his own suffering (22) but he also taught that all who
follow him must be prepared to suffer. He said, ‘If anyone desires to
come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and
follow me’ (23). Taking up the cross means making difficult choices
which may lead to suffering shame and persecution for Christ and his
kingdom. It means letting go of pride so that we are not ashamed of
Jesus (26). It means submitting to the lordship of Christ; if Jesus is not
Lord of all in your life, he is not your Lord at all. It may appear that we
are ‘losing our life’ with all its freedom and joys, but this is not true
(24). Self-denial does not bring misery, but great liberation and joy as
we follow the Lord. J.C. Ryle observes, ‘A crucified Saviour will never
be content to have a self-pleasing, self-indulging, worldly-minded
people. No self-denial — no real grace! No cross — no crown!’
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(EXPOSITORY THOUGHTS ON LUKE, volume 1, page 310).
Discipleship is costly but the alternative to following Christ is too
dreadful to contemplate. ‘For what advantage is it to a man if he gains
the whole world, and is himself destroyed or lost?’ (25). To prefer the
world and its passing pleasures to Christ is the height of folly. To be
lost is to be alienated from God, to lose all hope of eternal life and
everlasting joy in heaven. It is to be on the road to hell and everlasting
misery!
What does it mean to be ashamed of Jesus (26)? It means feeling
embarrassed about being a Christian, it means being afraid of what
people think of us. The worldling is not ashamed of his sin or of any
superstitious behaviour he may have. Why should we be ashamed of
our perfect, all-powerful Saviour who has done so much for us?
Jesus promised that some of those present would not taste death till
they see the kingdom of God (27; ‘present with power’ – Mark 9:1).
This probably refers to his resurrection and the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit. The gospel had a tremendous impact upon the Roman world
which the apostles were accused of turning upside down (Acts 17:6).
The Lord Jesus took Peter, James and John up to a mountain to pray
where he shone in dazzling splendour (28–29). He was joined by
Moses and Elijah who appeared in heavenly glory and they spoke of his
decease (Greek = ‘departure’; 30–31). Moses represented the law and
Elijah the prophets, which were fulfilled in the Lord Jesus (24:25–27).
Moses had seen the glory of God on Mount Sinai (Exodus 24:9–10),
and on another occasion his face had shone, reflecting the glory of God
(Exodus 34:29–35). The Lord Jesus does not merely reflect the glory
of God, he is God! The brilliance and the majesty seen by the three
disciples was that of God himself.
The transfiguration of Jesus made a lasting impression upon them.
John wrote, ‘We beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of
the Father, full of grace and truth’ (John 1:14). Peter records, ‘We ...
were eye-witnesses of his majesty’ (2 Peter 1:16–17). We too will see
the glory of Christ at his second coming (Mark 13:26; 2 Thessalonians
1:9–10).
51

The three disciples had been sleeping but awoke before Moses and
Elijah departed. Peter, as often, spoke first and thought afterwards. He
said, ‘Master, it is good for us to be here’ and he suggested making
three shelters, one each for Jesus, Moses and Elijah (33) While he was
uttering these words, a cloud overshadowed them and God the Father
spoke from the cloud, saying, ‘This is my beloved Son. Hear him!’ (35).
Jesus had spoken to them about the cross (21–22) and the cost of
following him (23–26). They would have found it difficult to believe
that the Messiah had come to suffer and to die. Let us take time to
listen to what the Lord Jesus has to say to us through his Word.
Master, speak! and make me ready,
When thy voice is truly heard,
With obedience glad and steady
Still to follow every word.
I am listening, Lord, for thee;
Master, speak, O speak to me!
(Frances R. Havergal)

When Jesus came down from the mountain with Peter, James and
John, he found the other disciples disputing with the scribes after
failing to exorcise a demon from a boy (a more detailed account is
found in Mark 9:14–29). This failure must have brought much scorn
from the enemies of Jesus. The distraught father pleaded with Jesus to
deliver his only son from the demon which had rendered him deaf and
dumb and caused him to throw fits (37–40; cp. Mark 9:25).
Jesus rebuked those around him as a ‘faithless and perverse
generation’ (41). He was speaking of all those around him in the
crowd, including the scribes, the boy’s father, and the disciples (Mark
9:14, 24); Matthew 17:19–20, Jesus told the man to bring his son to
him and as he came, the demon threw the boy down in a convulsion.
Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit and the boy was healed (41–42).
While the astonished crowd was still marvelling at the mighty woks of
Jesus, he told his disciples for the second time of his death and
resurrection: ‘The Son of Man is about to be delivered into the hands
of men.’ But they did not understand this saying, and it was hidden
from them so that they did not perceive it (44–45; see verses
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power over demons and diseases, could be taken by men and they were
afraid to ask him for an explanation. Some people may be weak in
their understanding of spiritual things while their hearts are right
with God. The Lord Jesus was so patient with the disciples. Are we
patient with those who are slow to learn or who are babes in Christ?
O Master, let me walk with thee
In lowly paths of service free;
Tell me thy secret; help me bear
The strain of toil, the fret of care.
Help me the slow of heart to move
By some clear winning word of love;
Teach me the wayward feet to stay
And guide them in the homeward way. (Washington Gladden)

When the Lord Jesus told his disciples that he was about to be betrayed,
he added, ‘Let these words sink down into your ears’ but they had not
understood him (44–45). Their fear to ask their Master for an
explanation soon turned to self-assertiveness. These verses warn us
against sins which may lurk in the hearts of all Christians:
•
Pride and power-seeking (46–48). Jesus had spoken of the need
for self-denial (23), but the disciples were more concerned for personal
greatness. He took a little child and pointed to him as a pattern of the
humility and childlike trust that he requires in us. If we deny ourselves
and take up our cross daily (23), selfish ambition will be kept in check.
Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in
lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself
(Philippians 2:3). J.C. Ryle comments, ‘Of all sins there is none against
which we have such need to watch and pray, as pride ... No sin is so
deeply rooted in our nature. It cleaves to us like our skin. Its roots never
entirely die. They are ready, at any moment, to spring up, and exhibit
a most pernicious vitality’ ( EXPOSITORY THOUGHTS ON LUKE ,
volume 1, page 327).
Jesus said, ‘For he who is least among you all will be great’ (48). If we
confess our sinfulness and dependence upon God each day and pray for
the grace of humility, it will help drive pride far away from us.
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•
Intolerance towards other believers (49–50). John may have felt
that he and the others should be congratulated for their zeal. They had
forbidden the man to cast out demons in the name of Jesus who
reminded them that the man was not against them. We must be
intolerant of error, but not of other Christians who love the Word
of God and its infallible truths. They may differ from us in their
understanding of certain doctrines such as baptism or church
government, but we should be glad when God blesses them in their
gospel ministry and uses them to bring men and women to Christ (cp.
Philippians 1:18). We should be encouraged by their success to
persevere in our work for the Lord.
The time had now come for the Lord Jesus to be received up (this refers
to his ascension into heaven). He had to die and rise from the dead
before he would ascend into heaven and he was determined to
complete the work that the Father had given him to do (John 17:4). He
steadfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem (51).
Jesus and his disciples were passing through Samaria where a village
refused to give them hospitality. The Samaritans bitterly resented the
Jews, who had destroyed their temple on Mount Gerizim about 128
BC. They generally turned away those Jews who were travelling
through their country to worship at Jerusalem. James and John wanted
the Samaritans to be taught a lesson. They asked, ‘Lord, do you want
us to command fire to come down from heaven and to consume them,
just as Elijah did?’ (54; cp. 2 Kings, chapter 1).
The Lord Jesus rebuked them for their harsh spirit, reminding them,
‘The Son of Man did not come to destroy men’s lives but to save them’
(56). James and John would have destroyed a whole village because of
its rejection of them. We must contend earnestly for truth, but we must
also be humble and gracious toward those who oppose us (2 Timothy
2:24–26). J.C. Ryle observes, ‘It is possible to have much zeal for
Christ, and yet to exhibit it in most unholy and unchristian ways. It is
possible to mean well and have good intentions, and yet to make most
grievous mistakes in our actions. It is possible to fancy that we have
Scripture on our side, and to support our conduct by Scriptural
quotations, and yet to commit serious errors’ ( EXPOSITORY
THOUGHTS ON LUKE, pages 333–334).
54

John visited Samaria later in his life when he was wiser and more
gracious. The Samaritans had received the Word of God and he was
sent with Peter by the Jerusalem church to pray for the Samaritan
believers. He then preached the gospel in many Samaritan villages
(Acts 8: 4–8;14–25). It is much better to seek the salvation of
sinners rather than their destruction!
We are now told of three would-be followers of the Lord Jesus. The
first said, ‘Lord, I will follow you wherever you go’ (57). Would he
really have followed Jesus to the cross? He had probably been moved
by the wonderful teaching of Jesus and had seen some of his miracles
and wanted to be part of the success story. The Lord Jesus cautioned the
man, saying that following him involved hardship (58). We are not told
how he responded to this challenge. Many are still attracted to the idea
of following Christ, but they do not understand that the way of the
cross is tough (see comments on verses 23 to 26). They find it easy to
say to Jesus, ‘Lord, I will follow you wherever you go’, but their interest
is just a temporary phase that does not last.
Jesus called the second man saying, ‘Follow me’ (59–60) but the man
wanted to first go and bury his father before giving himself to Christ in
full commitment. This may have been an excuse because if his father
had died, he would have been making funeral arrangements (people in
Israel were buried almost immediately after they died). Jesus would
not allow such excuses and demanded that the man follow him now
A third man said that he would follow Christ but made what seemed a
reasonable request to bid his family farewell (61). The Lord Jesus
knew his heart and detected a lack of commitment. We have God-given
family responsibilities and we must honour our parents, but it is
possible to make them an excuse for opting out of the Lord’s work. The
man who looks over his shoulder cannot possibly plough a straight
furrow in a field. If we attempt to look in two directions, we are not fit
for the kingdom of God (62). How is it with you? Is any person or
any thing coming between you and the Lord? Or are you following
Christ and enjoying his peace in your life? If you are putting off a
commitment to follow him, do not delay any longer. Now is the day of
salvation (2 Corinthians 6:2).
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Luke chapter 10

T

he Lord Jesus commissioned seventy others to preach and to heal
the sick (some manuscripts have seventy-two). They were to go
ahead of him in pairs to every city and place through which he was to
pass on his journey to Jerusalem. Jesus said to them, ‘The harvest truly
is great, but the labourers are few; therefore pray the Lord of the
harvest to send out labourers into his harvest’ (2). We often grow
discouraged when there is so little response to the preaching of the
gospel from our materialistic, indifferent generation. Remember that
God is the Lord of the harvest and pray that he will send out workers,
and be yourself prepared to go at his bidding.

The labourers in God’s harvest face dangers and difficulties. Jesus told
the seventy that they were going out as lambs among wolves. Their task
was dangerous and their lifestyle had to be simple, carrying no purse,
knapsack or spare pair of sandals (cp. 9:1–6). They were on an urgent
mission and were not to allow themselves to be delayed by
time-consuming eastern greetings with passers-by (3–4) He gave them
power to heal those who were sick, saying that ‘the kingdom of God
has come near to you’ (9).
There is a solemn warning to those who reject the gospel message. It
is a dreadful thing to refuse to enter the kingdom of God when it comes
near to us (through hearing the gospel); the judgment upon us will be
all the more severe (11–12). He told these disciples that those who
reject them were rejecting him and God the Father (16). The
consequences of such rejection are too dreadful to contemplate!
Jesus then reproached the cities which had been privileged to witness
many of his mighty works. Chorazin, Bethsaida and Capernaum had
seen many of Christ’s miracles but had refused to repent. They would
face greater punishment on the day of judgment than the wicked cities
of Tyre and Sidon whose people would have repented had they seen
such mighty works (13–15).
The mission of the seventy was a great success and they joyfully told
the Lord Jesus that even the demons were subject to them in his name.
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Jesus spoke of the master of demons, Satan, being cast out of heaven
(17–18; cp. John 12:31–32; 1 John 3:8). Many Bible commentators
believe that this refers to the fall of Satan and his angels when they
rebelled against God before the world was made.
We do not generally enjoy such results from our witness as the
disciples experienced. We may feel that there is little cause for
rejoicing when there is very little response to the gospel. We may not
be able to work miracles like the seventy but Jesus told them that they
had greater reason to rejoice than this: ‘Rather rejoice because your
names are written in heaven’ (19–20). Having authority over demons
does not guarantee salvation (see Matthew 7:21–23). Those whose
names are written in heaven will go to heaven, and while here on earth
they have the privilege of knowing God as their heavenly Father. This
should be a constant source of thankfulness and rejoicing!
Jesus then rejoiced, addressing the Father as the Lord of heaven and
earth (21). God is absolutely sovereign over the universe. He cannot be
toppled from his throne. Jesus thanked the Father for his sovereignty in
revealing the gospel to sinners. He hides gospel truth from those who
consider themselves to be wise and prudent and reveals it to babes
(those who have a childlike trust in him). The Father has given his Son
all authority and Jesus is sovereign in revealing him (22).
Jesus told the twelve disciples and the seventy that they were blessed
in seeing these things and in hearing his teaching. None of the godly
kings and prophets of the Old Testament saw the prophecies of the
incarnate Messiah fulfilled or understand things which were hidden
from them (22–24). We also should not only rejoice because our names
are written in heaven, but also because God has opened our eyes to see
the truths of the gospel. If you are a Christian without a rejoicing
heart, is there something wrong in your life (cp. Philippians 4:4).
An expert in Jewish religious law asked Jesus a most important
question, ‘What shall I do to inherit eternal life?’ This ‘eternal life’ is
a never-ending life which has a priceless quality. William Hendriksen
comments, ‘It embraces such treasures as “the love of God shed abroad
in our hearts” (Romans 5:5), “the peace of God that surpasses all
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understanding” (Philippians 4:7), “joy inexpressible and full of glory”
(1 Peter 1:8), and “fellowship with God the Father and with his Son”
(John 17:3)’– COMMENTARY OF GOSPEL OF LUKE, page 591.
The man asking the question was not a sincere seeker but was testing
Jesus, no doubt wishing to embarrass him (25). The Lord Jesus replied
by going to the lawyer’s specialist subject, asking him, ‘What is written
in the law?’ and the man quoted two scriptures (27; Deuteronomy 6:5;
Leviticus 19:18). Jesus told him that he had replied correctly and that
if he kept these great commandments, he would live. No one has
perfectly kept the law and we have all failed to love God with all our
heart or loved our neighbour as we love ourselves. The Jews felt no
obligation to love those of other races and generally they despised
them. The lawyer realised the implication of this answer and was
uncomfortable. He sought to justify himself asking, ‘And who is my
neighbour?’ (29).
The parable of the good Samaritan (30–35) would have gone home
with great force because the Jews only considered fellow-Jews to be
their neighbours. The road from Jerusalem to Jericho was steep and
rocky with many caves where criminals would hide waiting for
someone to attack. The lawyer grudgingly admitted that the neighbour
to the man (presumably a Jew) who had been beaten up and robbed was
‘he who showed mercy on him’ rather than the priest or Levite who had
both ignored his plight. Jesus told him, ‘Go and do likewise’ (37).
Everyone is our ‘neighbour’ and we must have compassion on
them in them in their need, regardless of race or colour. We must
also address their greatest need which is to be saved, and seek to
win them to Christ, who alone can give eternal life.
Jesus was always a welcome guest at the home of Lazarus, Martha and
Mary in the village of Bethany which was almost two miles (3
kilometres) to the east of Jerusalem. Jesus loved Lazarus and the two
sisters (John 11:1–5). Martha became very stressed as she busied
herself serving Jesus and the disciples, while Mary was sitting at the
feet of Jesus eagerly taking in all that he said (39–40). Jewish rabbis
did not teach women, but the Lord Jesus was different. He honoured
women and was happy to teach Mary. Martha was surprised that the
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Lord Jesus allowed Mary to relax at his feet while she was so busy, and
she asked him to tell Mary to help her. She wondered if Jesus cared and
she resented Mary for leaving her to serve alone.
Jesus replied, ‘Martha, Martha, you are worried and troubled about
many things. But one thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that good
part’ (41–42). Mary had chosen the good and necessary thing which
was to have close fellowship with the Lord Jesus. Martha must have
learned the lesson because she was later to make two wonderful
professions of faith in Christ (John 11:21–22, 27). Those who ‘sit at the
feet of Jesus’ are humble before him and they hear his precious words.
Have you been leading such a hectic life, that keeping up with your
work and all the ‘many things’ are worrying and troubling you? Have
you been neglecting the ‘one thing’ that is needed − to enjoy real,
unhurried fellowship with your precious Lord? Do get your
priorities sorted out and you will find daily help and strength from God
and his peace will then rule in your heart.
O that I could for ever sit
With Mary at the Master’s feet!
Be this my happy choice;
My only care, delight and bliss,
My joy, my heaven on earth, be this,
To hear the Bridegroom’s voice.
(Charles Wesley)
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Luke chapter 11
disciplined prayer life is very important! One of the disciples
asked Jesus, ‘Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his
disciples’ (1). Jesus then gave them the model prayer which is known
as ‘The Lord’s Prayer’. Verse 2 mentions three very important things –
our Father’s name, our Father’s kingdom, and our Father’s will.
Christian, do you realise just how great a privilege you have in
knowing the almighty, sovereign, wise and good God, who is the Lord
of heaven and earth (10:42), as your heavenly Father? Do we really
think when we pray? The way we think about God makes all the
difference to the way we pray.

A

When we pray, we must remember our relationship to God. He is our
Father in heaven (2). He welcomes us to his throne of grace (Hebrews
4:16), he delights in us and wants to receive our worship and our
prayers (18:1; cp. John 4:23). Though God is our Father in heaven, we
must hallow his name which means to reverence, to honour and to exalt
him. God’s name reveals his character; he is holy and awesome in
splendour and purity.
We should also pray for the coming of the kingdom of God through the
spread of the gospel (2: cp.10:2). Do you pray for missionaries, for
revival and for the salvation of those who are lost? Prayer also involves
submission to the will of God. Jesus teaches us to pray, ‘Your will be
done on earth as it is in heaven’ True prayer involves worship,
adoration and a desire for the glory of God through the increase and
coming of his kingdom; it is rooted in glad submission to God’s will.
How do you pray?
Lord, teach us how to pray aright,
With reverence and with fear;
Though dust and ashes in thy sight,
We may, we must draw near.
(James Montgomery)
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We not only worship when we pray but we also express also our
helplessness and dependence upon God. We should be thankful for our
food each day. In times of plenty, we should never forget that God
could remove everything from us in an instant. We are to ask for ‘our
daily bread’ and not for luxuries. God will supply our need but not for
our greed (cp. Philippians 4:19).
‘Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who is indebted to
us’ (4). Our sin puts us in debt to God which we cannot repay, but the
Lord Jesus has cleared it through his death at Calvary. Dale Ralph
Davis comments, ‘Jesus implies that the Christian life will be one of
continual repentance ... This petition assures us that we will never run
out prayer material, for our sins will supply us with plenty to mourn
and pray over’ (LUKE 1–13 – THE YEAR OF THE LORD’S FAVOUR, pages
199 and 200).
If we have truly repented of our sin, we will readily forgive those who
have wronged us and who seek our forgiveness. God’s Word instructs
us: ‘Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just
as God in Christ also forgave you’ (Ephesians 4:32). Do you seek
God’s forgiveness every day, or do you ignore your own sins while
refusing to forgive others?
The prayer ‘And do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from the
evil one’ reminds us that we are vulnerable, that we must be on our
guard and that we cannot defeat Satan in our own strength. This does
not mean that God tempts us to sin; the Bible is quite definite that this is
not so (James 1:13–16). The Lord will not allow us to be tempted or
tested beyond what we are able to bear, but will make the way of
escape (1 Corinthians 10:13). We belong to God and he is our heavenly
Father. We may be weak, but he is strong. He reigns in sovereign power
and majesty for ever, and he will never allow the evil one to snatch us
from his hands (John 10:29).
The disciples had asked Jesus, ‘Lord, teach us to pray’ (1). After giving
them a pattern for prayer (2–4), he went on to give two important
principles: we must persevere in prayer and we must expect God to
answer us appropriately when we pray.
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Jesus told a parable of a man who had an unexpected visitor arrive at
midnight. He had no food to set before the visitor who would have been
very hungry after his journey. He went to his friend’s house to ask for
three loaves but the friend was reluctant to get up and disturb his
sleeping children. The man persisted to knock at the door and his friend
eventually rose out of his bed and gave him as much as he needed
(5–8). By contrast, Jesus encourages us to persevere in prayer because
God is delighted to hear us.
Let us be encouraged that:
•
When we pray, God does not turn us away. Our heavenly Father
loves us and cares for us
• It is never ‘midnight’ with God and we can pray to him at any time.
My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth ... He who
keeps you will not slumber (Psalm 121:2–3).
•
He is able and willing to meet all our needs. The Lord Jesus gives
us a wonderful promise: ‘Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you
will find; knock, and it will be opened to you’ (9; cp. Philippians 4:19).
•
The promise in verse 9 is for ‘everyone’ (10).
•
If sinful men know how to give good things to their children, how
much more will our heavenly Father give us good gifts (Psalm 84:11;
Romans 8:32) and the best of all gifts, the Holy Spirit (13). Every
Christian has the gift of the Holy Spirit (cp. Acts 2:38; Galatians 4:6)
but we need each day to pray for the Holy Spirit him for guidance when
we are perplexed, for strength live the Christian life, and for what to
say when we are persecuted (12:11–12). Are we persevering in
coming to God in prayer? Do we really expect him to answer us?
When the Lord Jesus delivered and healed a man, who was
demon-possessed and mute, there were different reactions from the
crowd:
•
Some marvelled when they saw the demon cast out and heard the
man speak (14)..
•
Others demanded to see a miraculous sign, though they had just
seen one (16). Jesus said, ‘If I cast out demons with the finger of God,
surely the kingdom of God has come upon you’ (20). They do not see
that the kingdom of God is among them and are so hardened in their
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sin, that even miracles will never convinced them of the gospel.
•
Some reacted by saying that Jesus cast out demons by the power
of Satan (here called ‘Beelzebub’;14–15). He responded by showing
such an accusation to be foolish. Satan cannot cast out Satan; a
kingdom or a house divided against itself cannot stand. The devil
would be powerless if he were divided against himself. Jesus is
stronger than Satan and has bound him and plundered his evil kingdom
(17–22).
Jesus then gave two solemn warnings:
•
‘He who is not with me is against me’ (23). We cannot be neutral
and we must not sit on the fence regarding the Lord Jesus. Are you
with Christ? If you refuse to submit to his claims on your life you
are against him.
•
The next warning is against seeking reformation in our lives
without the transforming power of Christ in the gospel (24–26). Jesus
spoke of a man who had been delivered from an unclean spirit. He had
a new start but the unclean spirit then found seven others more wicked
than himself. They returned to enter the man, making his latest state
worse than ever. We may have a religion which has led to some
reformation in our lives, and yet know nothing of repentance from sin
and faith in Christ. Such a religion will lead us to hell, however sincere
we may be!
Though many in the crowd were hostile to the Lord Jesus, a woman
exclaimed, ‘Blessed is the womb that bore you, and the breast which
nursed you!’ (27). Mary was indeed blessed (1:28) but those who
worship her are in great error. Jesus pointed out that better still, those
who hear the word of God, and keep it are blessed (28). We are blessed
when we hear God’s Word and obey it.
The scribes and Pharisees were so blinded by their tradition and so
hardened in their unbelief, that they refused to accept the claims of
Christ. They had seen many miracles, but when they were unable to
dispute the evidence, they accused Jesus of being in league with the
devil and wanted a sign from him (15; cp. Matthew 12:38). The Lord
Jesus warned against seeking for signs, saying, ‘This is an evil
generation. It seeks a sign’ (29). Many professing Christians are
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addicted to seeking after signs and wonders. This is not an evidence of
faith, but of weakness and immaturity.
Jesus did promise a sign, that of the prophet Jonah (unlike unbelieving
scholars, he accepted Jonah’s experience in the stomach of the great
fish as historical fact). Jesus was here prophesying of his own
resurrection from the dead (30; cp. Matthew 12:40), but even that
failed to convince his enemies (see Matthew 27:62–64; 28:11–15).
Jesus pointed out that the heathen of Nineveh repented at the preaching
of Jonah who performed no miracles. The Queen of Sheba had
travelled far to hear the wisdom of Solomon. They would be called to
witness against the unbelieving Jews on the day of judgment because
a greater than Jonah or Solomon was among them, but they rejected
him. Many unbelievers claim to have intellectual difficulties in
believing in the gospel, but the problem is not one of intellect, but
of a sinful heart (John 3:19).
Just as healthy eye-sight is essential for our physical well-being,
spiritual eyesight which comes from hearing and obeying the Word of
God is essential for our safety and blessing (28, 33–36).
When a Pharisee invited the Lord Jesus to eat with him, it provided an
opportunity for his colleagues to try to catch him in his words so that
they could accuse him (37, 53–54). They marvelled when he failed to
observe their man-made ritual of ceremonial washing before eating
(this washing had nothing to do with hygiene). Their religion was all
outward show and Jesus denounced them for their hypocrisy:
•
They were like cups and dishes that were clean on the outside but
filthy within. Outwardly they appeared to be good, but inwardly they
were rotten. They paid minute attention to the tithing of herbs which
was not required by the law while neglecting justice and love for God
(39–42).
•
They loved religious pomp. They wanted to be seen in the best
seats in the synagogues and to be admired for their elaborate greetings
(43). They were proud but God resists the proud (James 4:6).
•
They were like unmarked graves which defiled those who walked
over them because they contained rotting corpses (44).
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A lawyer (religious law-expert, responsible for interpreting Scripture)
told Jesus that he was also reproaching them (45). They were closely
allied to the Pharisees and Jesus denounced them with three ‘woes’:
•
Their man-made rules and regulations made religion miserable
and burdensome, and they lacked compassion (46).
•
Though they built the tombs of the prophets whom their ancestors
had murdered, they were no better. The murderous blood of their
fathers flowed in their veins and would be required of this generation
(47–51; cp Matthew 27:24–25).
•
Because they had taken away the key of knowledge (52). They
obscured the plain teaching of Scripture with their complex ritual so
that seekers after God were hindered rather than helped (52). The
Scribes and Pharisees hated the direct speaking of Jesus and were
vehement in their response to him (53–54).
Let us beware of hypocrisy! God wants to see reality and
righteousness in our lives, not outward show (James 1:27).
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Luke chapter 12

T

he Lord Jesus had condemned the Pharisees for their hypocrisy
(11:37–54) and in the meantime a great crowd had gathered to hear
but he addressed his disciples, saying, ‘Beware of the leaven of the
Pharisees, which is hypocrisy’ (1). Just as leaven (yeast) works slowly
but surely, affecting a whole lump of dough, our religion can
degenerate into an outward show. We may hate hypocrisy but can
ourselves can become hypocrites without realising it. We may deceive
men but we cannot deceive God who will expose all religious sham on
the day of judgment (2–3).

Fear is natural when men threaten to kill us, but Jesus says, ‘Do not be
afraid’ (4). What is the answer to the fear of wicked men?
•
Remember that after they have killed, there is nothing more they
can do to us (4). .
•
We must fear God who is able not only to kill the body but also to
cast the soul into hell (5; the Greek word ‘Gehenna’ which is here
translated ‘hell’ refers to the place where the wicked are sent on the day
of judgment; cp. Mark 9:47–48). A Christless eternity is truly dreadful.
The Christian’s fear of God is not one of craven dread, but is an attitude
of reverence, awe and love towards him.
•
Our heavenly Father lovingly cares for us. We are much more
precious to him than the birds which he feeds (6−7). We were bought
at tremendous cost with the precious blood of Christ (1 Corinthians
6:20; 1 Peter 1:18–19).
•
The fear of man brings a snare (Proverbs 29:25) and may keep us
from confessing Christ in the face of persecution (8). Dare we be
ashamed of our precious Saviour who loves us? Hardened sinners
may say all manner of wicked things against the Lord Jesus, but they
are in peril if they blaspheme the Holy Spirit (10). The Holy Spirit is
with us and he will teach us what we should say when we appear before
rulers and authorities because of our Christian witness (8–12).
I’m not ashamed to own my Lord or to defend his cause,
Maintain the honour of his word, the glory of his cross.
(I. Watts)
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The Lord Jesus has warned us against hypocrisy (1) and now goes on
to warn against the sin of covetousness. A man in the crowd said to
Jesus, ‘Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me’ (12).
Rabbis were often approached to settle serious disputes and the man
may have thought that Jesus was one of their number. Jesus refused to
get involved and he warned, ‘Beware of covetousness, for one’s life
does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses’ (15). The
meaning of the Greek noun translated ‘covetousness’ is ‘the desire to
have more’. In our ‘consumer society’ we need to be constantly
reminded that our quality of life does not depend on material
possessions. The Lord Jesus drives home the point with a parable of the
man whom God called ‘You fool!’ (20).
In the parable, a certain farmer was blessed with fertile ground and he
reaped bumper harvests, becoming very rich. He decided to build
greater barns to store his grain and his accumulated goods, but he did
not give one thought to God who is sovereign over our lives. He said
to himself, ‘Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take
your ease; eat, drink, and be merry’ (19). God told him that he was a
‘fool’ who would die that very night. He was a clever business man, but
he was a ‘fool’ because he was godless (cp. Psalm 14:1). His wealth
would be passed to others and he would spend eternity separated from
God. He was a ‘fool’ to plan his future without God, making no
preparation for eternity (16–20)! It is more important to be rich toward
God, being thankful and content for all that he has provided for us than
to seek after wealth (21; cp. Philippians 4:11).
Do you live for the things of this world or do you love God and honour
him in your life? Are you covetous, always wanting the latest gadget or
luxury? Covetousness violates the tenth commandment; it is idolatry
and it will never bring you lasting satisfaction (Colossians 3:5; cp.
1 Timothy 6:9–10). Happy is the man who lays up treasure in heaven
(Matthew 6:19–21)! Beware of covetousness; it could be Satan’s
weapon to ruin your Christian life.
Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Therefore, I say to you, do not worry about
your life, what you will eat, nor about the body, what you shall put on.
(22). The word ‘therefore’ (‘for this reason’) shows that there is a
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connection to the preceding verses. Jesus now explains that being ‘rich
toward God’ (21) involves a life of depending and trusting in our
heavenly Father. We may be free from seeking to heap up riches for
ourselves like the rich farmer, but be over-anxious about providing for
our basic needs. What is the answer to such worry? Remember that our
heavenly Father knows exactly what we need (30). The Lord Jesus
urges, ‘Do not worry about your life ... nor have an anxious mind ...
do not fear’ (22,29,32). Life is more than food, drink and clothes (23).
Christian, God feeds the ravens: ‘Of how much more value are you than
the birds?’ (24). ... ‘If God clothes the grass, how much more will he
clothe you?’ (28). Will not God who has given you a body provide for
its needs? – (cp. Romans 8:32; Philippians 4:19). Worrying will not
improve your circumstances (25) but will turn your thoughts away
from our heavenly Father. Are you beset by fear and care? Turn your
care into prayer (Philippians 4:6–7) and trust in your Father in heaven;
he will not fail you.
Just a word of caution; these verses do not encourage laziness. We do
meet scroungers who rely on others to give them life’s necessities and
make no effort to work when they quite fit physically to do so. Such
people should worry! The Bible says,‘If anyone among you will not
work, neither shall he eat’ (see 2 Thessalonians 3:10–12).
We need food and clothing but we must not become preoccupied with
these things. Jesus here teaches us that our priority must be to seek the
kingdom of God. He promises that he will take care of our concerns
if we make his kingdom our first concern. Jesus said, ‘Seek the
kingdom of God and all these things shall be added to you (31). We
seek God’s kingdom by leading godly lives (Matthew 6:33), obeying
his Word and making known the gospel.
Anxiety is often caused through having our treasure in the wrong place.
We are either storing up treasure on earth or in heaven. Treasure on
earth is not secure; it may perish through decay or be snatched from us
(33; cp. 1 Timothy 6:17). The ‘health and wealth’ movement which
teaches that it is every believer’s birthright to be wealthy is a denial of
the Word of God; it does the very thing that Jesus warns against here.
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The Lord Jesus said that our priority must be to seek the kingdom of
God, rather than being anxious about our own needs (31). He goes on
to make an amazing statement: ‘Do not fear, little flock, for it is your
Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom’ (32). God does not
give grudgingly but with pleasure and delight!
Jesus was so tender in his dealings with his disciples whom he likened
to a fearful flock of sheep. He had urged them to seek his kingdom, but
he now states that he has given them his kingdom. Why should we seek
what has already been given to us? The kingdom is ours but we are
taught to pray, ‘Your kingdom come’ (11:2) and to work for its
increase. Since God has given us his kingdom, will he not take care of
us and provide our basic necessities?
Verses 32 and 33 show us that God’s love and goodness to us should
motivate us to be generous in helping needy Christians. The same
principle is also found elsewhere in the New Testament (2 Corinthians
8:1–9; 1 John 3:16–18). If we have wealth and it hinders our walk with
the Lord, we are better ridding ourselves of it and giving it to those in
need (33).
Verse 33 does not mean that we must have no comforts and live on the
breadline in order to give away all that we have. Beware of any
religion, even if it calls itself ‘Christian’, that demands that its
followers hand over all that they possess, including their homes to its
leaders, to live in communes. Thousands of people have had their lives
ruined by such charlatans. Wealthy members of the Jerusalem church
did sell houses and land to provide help for the needy in the church but
there is no evidence that they also sold their own homes (Acts 4:32–37).
We cannot take our worldly possessions with us when we die, but our
heavenly treasure is for ever. What, or who, are you living for?
Where is your treasure? Take time to think about this because Jesus
tells us, ‘For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also’ (34).
The Lord Jesus, speaking to his disciples, emphasised in two parables
the importance of being prepared for his return:
•

By faithfulness in serving him (35−40). They had to be prepared
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for work like servants having their robes tucked in the belts around
their waists enabling them to work (35). They had their lamps burning
so that they would be able to open the door of their master’s house
immediately he arrived from a wedding that he was attending (36–38).
They were ready to welcome him and serve him even if he came in the
second or third watch (possibly 10 pm to 2 am and 2 to 6 am). The
faithful servants are blessed when their master returns home. He will
gird himself and wait on them (37). Our Master, the Lord Jesus, came
to serve (22:27).
We too must faithfully serve Jesus until he comes again and be ready
to welcome him. Though salvation is by grace and not through our own
works, an evidence of God’s grace in our lives is love for Christ and
faithful service. Jesus exhorts us, ‘Therefore, you also be ready, for the
Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect’ (40).
•
By righteous living. Peter asked Jesus if this parable applied only
to them or to all people and Jesus then told the parable of the faithful
servant and the wicked servant (42–48). Jesus asked, ‘Who then is that
faithful and wise steward?’ – He ruled his master’s household well and
would be rewarded when his master returned (42–44). This points to
the person who occupies himself with the work given to him by Christ.
Another man betrayed his master’s trust and was a cruel tyrant in the
household, as well as being a self-indulgent drunkard. He was careless,
thinking his master was delaying his return (45). There are some
hypocrites who appear to be a true Christians but by their behaviour,
they dishonour Christ. Their portion is with unbelievers (46). If we
know God’s will and do not obey it, the punishment will be more
severe (47–48). ‘Therefore, you also be ready, for the Son of Man is
coming at an hour you do not expect.’
The Bible often connects fire with judgment (3:17; cp. Isaiah
66:15−16; Amos 1:7; 2 Thessalonians 1:7–8). The Lord Jesus here
speaks of sending fire on the earth and he warned the disciples that he
himself was to be baptised with a baptism of intense suffering (49–50).
He was to bear the punishment of his people to save them from divine
judgment. J.C. Ryle comments, ‘Let the recollection of his burning
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readiness to die for us be like a glowing coal in our memories, and
constrain us to live for him, and not to ourselves. Surely the thought of
it should waken our sleeping hearts, and warm our cold affections, and
make us anxious to redeem the time, and to do something for his praise’
(EXPOSITORY THOUGHTS ON LUKE, Volume 2, page 96).
You may be puzzled by the words of the Lord Jesus, ‘Do you suppose
that I came to give peace on earth? I tell you, not at all, but rather
division’ (51). How could the ‘Prince of Peace’ (Isaiah 9:6) who
blesses peacemakers (Matthew 5:9) bring division rather than peace? It
is because many people hate Christ and his gospel. A Christian may
find that his own family members become his enemies as long as he
remains faithful to Christ (52–53). When faced with such pressure,
should a believer turn back from following Christ? No! Our supreme
allegiance must be to our Saviour who loves us and gave himself for us.
Just a word of caution: Some Christians alienate their families through
lack of wisdom and a neglect of duties at home. When a person
becomes a Christian, they should become a better husband, better wife,
better son or daughter than they were before their conversion.
Jesus warned the crowds who were able to forecast the weather by
discerning the face of the sky and of the earth but were unable to
discern the present time (54–56). They needed to see their urgent need
to respond to his message. They would prefer to settle matters with an
earthly accuser than to face court action, but when accused by God’s
holy law, they did nothing (57–58). If you are not a Christian, now
is the time to seek peace with God (Isaiah 55:6–7). It will be too late
on the day of judgment!
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Luke chapter 13

I

n New Testament times many Jews saw disasters as manifestations
of divine justice and judgment on sinners. They would say, ‘God has
punished them for their wickedness.’ (cp. John 9:2–3). Some people
still believe this, but our reading shows us how we should react to
disaster and tragedy.
Jesus was told of a terrible atrocity in which Pontius Pilate had ordered
the cold-blooded slaughter of some Galileans while they were bringing
their animal sacrifices to the temple. This may have been a reprisal for
some terrorist attack on the Romans. Jesus pointed out that these
victims were not greater sinners than any other Galileans. He referred
to the eighteen who were killed when the tower in Siloam fell on them
and said that they were no more sinful than other dwellers in Jerusalem
(1−4). Those who are killed in a 21st century terrorist atrocity are no
worse sinners than we are. Such tragic events are divine warnings to
impress upon us the uncertainty of life and of our urgent need to repent
of our sin. Jesus told his listeners, ‘Unless you repent you will all
likewise perish’ (3,5). If tragedy struck you, would you be ready to
meet God?
The Lord Jesus then told the parable of the barren fig tree to press home
the urgent need for repentance (6−9). A man had a fig tree in his
vineyard and he ordered the vine-dresser to cut it down following three
fruitless years. The man pleaded for another year during which he
would tend and fertilise the ground around it: ‘If it bears fruit, well. But
if not, after that you can cut it down’ (9). The fig-tree refers to Israel.
Dale Ralph Davis observes, ‘The covenant people need to repent. The
trouble is not Galilean’s blood nor falling towers but their own
blindness to their own need – and the time for repentance was running
out’ (LUKE 1–13 – THE YEAR OF THE LORD’S FAVOUR, page 238).

God is patient and slow to anger (Psalm 103:8) and when he delays
sending judgment, it must not be taken to mean that he is
indifferent to human wickedness; it is rather an expression of his
mercy (cp. 2 Peter 3:3−9).
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The religious leaders ignored the call of Jesus to repentance (3,5) and
became more determined in their opposition to him. This is seen in the
account of the miraculous healing of the woman. Jesus was teaching in
one of the synagogues on the Sabbath, where there was a woman in the
congregation whom an evil spirit had bound and bent for eighteen
years so that she was unable to straighten herself. She was a faithful
believer whom Jesus called ‘a daughter of Abraham’; 16) but her
disability did not keep her from Sabbath worship.
When Jesus saw her, he called her to him ... laid his hands on her, and
immediately she was made straight, and glorified God (13). The
churlish synagogue ruler was angry because Jesus had healed the
woman on the Sabbath. The ruler addressed the congregation, saying,
‘There are six days on which men ought to work; therefore come and
be healed on them, and not on the Sabbath day’ (14).
Luke refers to Jesus as ‘The Lord’ (15) which stresses his authority.
Jesus answered the ruler of the synagogue by calling him a ‘hypocrite’.
He would not have hesitated to lead his animals to food and water on
the Sabbath but he had no compassion for the disabled woman who
faithfully attended his synagogue. Jesus said, ‘Should not this woman,
a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has bound – think of it – for
eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath?’ (16). The
ruler and his allies had no answer to Christ’s telling argument and they
were shamed into silence. The people rejoiced for all the glorious
things that were done by Jesus (17)
J.C. Ryle comments, ‘The principle here laid down by our Lord Jesus
is the same that we find elsewhere in the Gospels. He teaches us that
the command to “do no work” on the Sabbath, was not intended to
prohibit works of necessity and mercy. The Sabbath was made for
man’s benefit, and not for his hurt’ ( EXPOSITORY THOUGHTS ON
LUKE, volume 2, page 122). Ryle points out, however, that we are to
keep the Sabbath day holy and give it to God. Do you?
The Lord Jesus may have still been in the synagogue when he asked,
‘What is the kingdom of God like?’ He twice posed the same question
and then told two parables to teach different facts concerning God’s
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wonderful kingdom (18–21).
•
The parable of the mustard seed (18–19) illustrates ‘the progress
of the gospel in the world’ (J.C. Ryle). The mustard seed is very small,
but it grows into a tree which is ten to fifteen feet high and which could
shelter birds in its branches. Can it be that the kingdom of heaven is
really growing like a mustard seed? From small beginnings with the
ministry of the Lord Jesus and the apostles, the church has seen
phenomenal growth. William Hendriksen observes, ‘Within forty years
of Christ's death, the gospel had reached all the great centres of the
Roman world, and ever so many out-of-the-way places besides’
(COMMENTARY ON THE GOSPEL OF LUKE, page 703).
In spite of intense opposition through the ages, the kingdom of God is
now established in the lives of people throughout the world. We may
feel discouraged by the decline of Christianity in the western world,
but many millions have been brought into God’s kingdom in other
regions of the world, even where the persecution has been fierce. Let
us be encouraged!
•
The parable of the leaven (20–21) shows ‘the progress of the
gospel in the heart of a believer’ (Ryle). Three measures of meal is a
large amount, but just a little leaven (yeast) will permeate it until all the
dough has risen. We do not see the beginning of a work of grace in the
human heart. The ‘leaven’ may be presently working in the life of
someone for whom we have prayed for years. This too encourages us
to persevere in prayer and witness. God’s work in the heart is never
static. Little by little, it influences all aspects of the believer’s life as he
grows in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ (cp. Acts
17:6). Is this apparent in your life?
The Lord Jesus was travelling on his final journey to Jerusalem,
teaching in the towns and villages, when someone asked him, ‘Lord,
are there few who are saved?’ (23). Jesus did not say, ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ to
the question, and he responded not only to the questioner, but
addressed all the crowd, saying, ‘Strive to enter through the narrow
gate, for many, I say to you, will seek to enter and will not be able’ (24).
Our English verb ‘to agonise’ is derived from the Greek verb translated
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‘to strive’. We face a fierce struggle with Satan, the world, and our own
sinful nature when we seek to enter the kingdom of God. The gate is
narrow. All religions do not lead to God.
Many Jews believed that all their race would be saved because they
were ‘Abraham’s children’ (cp. John 8:30–42). Jesus left them in no
doubt, however, that their Jewish pedigree was not good enough. He
warned them that the door of salvation would not remain open for ever.
He had taught the people and they had eaten with him (26:– He had
been a guest in the household of a Pharisee; he had fed the multitudes,
but they did not follow him as their Lord). They would say, ‘Lord,
Lord, open for us’ on the day of judgment, but it would be too late
(25–27).
Many rely on their good works to save them, or their baptism, church
attendance or being in a Christian family, but they have not repented of
their sin or trusted in Jesus. The day of judgment will be a day of
weeping and Jesus made it quite clear that many Jews (‘the first’)
would be lost and many Gentiles (‘the last’) would be saved (28–30).
J.C. Ryle comments, ‘There is a time coming when many will repent
too late, and believe too late, — sorrow for sin too late, and begin to
pray too late, — be anxious about salvation too late, and long for
heaven too late’ (EXPOSITORY THOUGHTS ON LUKE, volume 2, page
134). How is it with you? Do not waste time speculating on whether
few will be saved, but consider whether you will be saved. If you
are not saved seek the Lord now.
Some Pharisees came to the Lord Jesus, urging him to get out of
Herod’s territory (Galilee and Perea) because Herod Antipas was
planning to kill him (31). This was not an act of friendship on their part
(cp. Mark 3:6). Their colleagues in Jerusalem were already plotting to
arrest and to kill Jesus (cp. John 7:1) and this would be easier away
from the great following that he had in Galilee. Jesus was scathing in
his reference to Herod as ‘that fox’. His message for the king was that
his ministry would continue until he was perfected – a reference to his
death and resurrection (32–33).
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Jerusalem, the holy city which contained the temple, was known as the
city of God (Psalm 48:1–2). It was also a wicked city which had
murdered God’s servants (33–34). Its people had been privileged to
receive numerous opportunities to turn from their sin and come to the
Lord, but they had refused his gracious offers of mercy. The Lord Jesus
would have often gathered Jerusalem to himself, to have them for
himself and to lovingly protect them, but they were not willing. He
lamented, ‘O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and
stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your
children, as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, but you were not
willing!’ (34). The intense emotion and the pathos of his grief is shown
in his repetition of the word ‘Jerusalem’ (cp. David’s lament over
Absalom, ‘O my son Absalom – my son, my son Absalom’; 2 Samuel
18:33).
Jerusalem and its temple were to be destroyed and left desolate (in AD
70). Jesus would not make any public appearances to the Jews after his
death and resurrection. At his second coming every eye will see him
(Revelation 1:7). People will then say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the LORD!’ (35).
The words of Jesus, ‘But you were not willing’ will haunt many a
person who has rejected him. He is very patient and kind, but will not
leave open his door of mercy and opportunity for ever. If we are not
willing to submit to Jesus as our Lord and Saviour now, we must
not be surprised when he rejects us on the day of judgment.
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Luke chapter 14

T

he Lord Jesus was invited to take a Sabbath meal at the home of a
leading Pharisee; other guests included Pharisees and experts in
religious law. A man who had dropsy (also known ‘oedema’), a
condition in which an excessive amount of fluid gathers in the tissues
of the body, causing swelling, was also there. The Pharisees may have
invited the man to see if Jesus would heal him on the Sabbath. They
watched him closely (1–3). They remained silent when Jesus asked
them, ‘Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?’ He then healed the man and
asked them, ‘Which of you having a donkey (‘son’ in some
manuscripts) or an ox that has fallen into a pit, will not immediately
pull him out on the Sabbath day?’ (cp. 13:15), but again they did not
answer him (5–6).
Jesus noticed how guests at the meal sought the most prominent seats,
and he challenged them to take the lowliest places; it is preferable to
then be invited to fill a more honourable place than to be asked to move
lower down the table. He said, ‘For whoever exalts himself will be
abased, and he who humbles himself will be exalted’ (11). We must all
learn this important lesson for our life in the church and in Christian
service (cp. Philippians 2:3–4; 1 Peter 5:5–6).
Jesus then challenged the Pharisee and his guests about their practice,
which was quite common, of inviting only friends, relatives and rich
neighbours to meals (forming a tight social circle to promote
self-interest). He urged them to invite those who were unable to repay
them such as the poor and needy. Such deeds of kindness are seen by
God and rewarded on the day of resurrection (12–14).
We tend to invite only relatives or close friends into our homes for a
meal but there are great opportunities for Christian witness when we
ask visitors to our church, neighbours or work colleagues to dine with
us. Does your kindness ever reach beyond your own circle of friends?
Do those outside God’s kingdom see the love of Christ in your life?
Do you think that they will be won to Christ if you are indifferent
to their needs?
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After Jesus had referred to the resurrection of the just, one of the
Pharisee’s guests exclaimed, ‘Blessed is he who shall eat bread in the
kingdom of God!’ (14–15). The Lord Jesus then told them a parable of
another feast, in which a certain man gave a great supper and invited
many (16). In those times an invitation would be sent in advance for
such an event. When the time of the banquet arrived, those who had
committed to come, would be summoned to attend. In the parable,
some made excuses for not coming; one said that he had to see a piece
of land that he had purchased, another had to test five yoke of oxen that
he had bought. Another man was newly married and said, ‘I cannot
come’ (17–21). They all claimed to be too busy but their excuses were
pathetic. Many people still claim to be too busy to follow Christ.
The master of the house was angry when he heard these excuses and he
told his servant to go out into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring
in the poor, the crippled, the lame and the blind. There was still room
for more and the servant was told to go out again to bring others,
compelling them to come in. Israel had repeatedly rejected God’s
messengers and their message and were continuing to do so (13:34–35;
Isaiah 65:1–2). The Lord Jesus was indicating that his gospel would go
to Gentile as well as Jew and that the church would be made up of all
nations (cp. Galatians 3:28; Ephesians 2:11–14,18).
What does this parable teach us? God graciously invites sinners to
come into his kingdom, to repent of their sin and to trust in Christ to
save them. Many make far-fetched excuses and may give plausible
reasons for not following Christ but God is not deceived. If in this life,
we refuse God’s invitation to enter his kingdom, we will be shut out of
heaven when we die. If you are not a Christian, have you been saying,
‘I cannot come,’ when you have been invited to follow Christ? A time
is coming when there will be no more invitations – it will then be
too late. The door of God’s kingdom will be shut in your face for
ever!
The Lord Jesus challenged the great crowds who were following him
concerning the cost of discipleship. Many have been puzzled by verse
26. Jesus is not commanding us to hate our relatives; the fifth
commandment rather teaches us to honour our parents. When faced
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with difficult Bible verses we must allow Scripture to interpret itself.
It is clear from the parallel passage in the Gospel of Matthew that we
are not being told to hate our family members, but to love them less
than we love Christ (Matthew 10:37). Discipleship is costly, especially
when our allegiance to Christ strains family relationships. Jesus must
come first! This is part and parcel of bearing our cross to follow him.
‘Whoever does not bear his cross ... cannot be my disciple’ (27).
Jesus told two parables to illustrate the great need to count the cost of
following him (27–33):
•
Anyone planning to build a tower would first sit down and count
the cost lest he make a fool of himself by not being able to complete
the work.
•
A king facing an army twice the size of his own must first consider
whether he has any hope of victory; if not, he will sue for peace; he
counts the cost.
The words of Jesus are a very necessary reminder that to be a Christian,
a person must be his disciple, and that this demands sacrifice. Many
evangelical churches have succumbed to an ‘easy Christianity’ which
has little in common with the commitment that Christ demands. Have
you counted the cost of following the Lord Jesus? Are you
prepared to follow him, whatever that cost? Does he have first
place in your life? On the other hand, have you counted the cost of
what it means to be lost?
Salt is a symbol of purity and is used to preserve and to enhance the
flavour of food. Jesus described the Christian as ‘the salt of the earth’
(Matthew 5:13). Shallow Christianity is like salt that has lost its
saltiness through exposure to the elements. It is useless and fit for
nothing (34–35).
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Luke chapter 15

T

his is one of the best known chapters in the Bible containing the
parables of the lost sheep (3–7), the lost coin (8–10) and the lost
son (11–32). The Lord Jesus told these parables because the Pharisees
and scribes complained that ‘this man (Jesus) receives sinners’ (2). Tax
collectors, who were infamous for their cheating, and sinners, gladly
heard Jesus and he accepted invitations to eat in their homes. He had
also chosen a tax collector, Matthew to be one of his twelve disciples
(Matthew 9:9–13). The Pharisees and scribes considered such people
to be beyond repentance or forgiveness and shunned them.
We are all sinners and our condition without God is described as being
‘lost’ (6, 9, 32). It is a great encouragement to know that this man
(Jesus} receives sinners (2) and that he seeks them and finds them, as
the parables of the lost sheep and lost coin illustrate (cp. 19:10). They
were valued by their owners. The woman’s lost coin may have been
part of a necklace of ten silver coins. The Lord Jesus seeks sinners, and
receives them and he died to save them (Isaiah 53:6; John 10:11,
15–18). If this were not so, we could not be saved; it is a wonderful
message!
The Lord Jesus was also accused of being a friend of sinners (7:34). but
he never condoned their sin. We must not take part in the sinful
activities of the ungodly but we will not win them by shunning them
Do we welcome those who are lost into our homes? Do we seek to
befriend them and win them to Christ? The lost sheep and lost coin
were sought, found and restored, and there was great rejoicing.

The scribes and Pharisees should have been full of joy that sinners
were being sought and converted. Heaven is a place of indescribable
joy but there is more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than
over ninety-nine just (‘self-righteous’) persons like the Pharisees who
thought that they had no need of repentance (7,10). The Lord delights
in mercy (Micah 7:18). He loves to save sinners! This should
encourage us in our prayers and in our evangelism.
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The parable of the lost son (11–32) has much to teach us concerning
the misery which sin brings to a person’s life, of the nature of true
repentance, and of the grace and love of God. Property was normally
divided after the father’s death, but the younger son demanded his
share of the inheritance in advance (12).
Many cultures have a very strict code of honour. Many a daughter or
son has been disowned by family or even killed because they rebelled
against their parents wishes and brought what was perceived as
dishonour to their family. Orthodox Jews also have a strict code of
honour. They may not kill those who dishonour the family but they will
disown them. Honour is embedded in the fifth commandment —
‘Honour your father and your mother’. This commandment is
repeated in Ephesians 6:1–2: Children, obey your parents in the Lord,
for this is right. ‘Honour your father and mother’, which is the first
commandment with promise.
The scribes and the Pharisees would have been very interested to hear
where the Lord Jesus was taking them in this story. The young man
failed to honour his father. The father should have disowned him and
driven him out of the family home in disgrace but he gave the son his
portion of the inheritance. The young man soon left home for a distant
country where he squandered his wealth in reckless living (11–13).
The land was struck by famine and the now penniless young man found
himself destitute and friendless. He went to serve a farmer who gave
him the job of feeding swine (14–15). This would have been most
repugnant for a Jew as pigs were ‘unclean’ according to the law
(Deuteronomy 14:8). Even worse, he had to feed himself on pig’s food
and no one gave him anything (16). No one took pity on him. A sinful
lifestyle seems to offer freedom and joy but it leads to misery and death
(Proverbs 13:20; Isaiah 57:21; Romans 6:23).
True repentance leads to action! ‘When he came to himself’ (17), the
wayward son reasoned that his father’s servants were far better off than
himself and he determined to return to his father, confessing his sin and
worthlessness, and begging to be received as a servant. The son who
had so selfishly said, ‘Give me’ now says, ‘Make me’ (12,19).
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Repentance involves a change of attitude. This is seen in the young
man whose self-assertion and selfishness has gone (18–19). He is
humbled and he confesses that his rebellion was sin against God and
against his father. He had not honoured his father and mother when he
demanded his inheritance. He had to cast himself on the mercy of his
father to whom he owed more than he could ever repay.
The necessity of repentance is often lacking in the preaching and
teaching of many churches but it is a vital part of gospel preaching
found in the message of John the Baptist and the Lord Jesus (Mark
1:4,14; cp. Luke 24:46–49). Peter preached repentance in his sermon
on the Day of Pentecost and Paul had the same message: ‘God
commands all men everywhere to repent’ (Acts 2:38; 17 30). There
can be no forgiveness without repentance.
The father saw his son at a distance and ran to greet him. He had
compassion on him, embraced him and kissed him. The son confessed
his sin and his the father told the servants to clothe him and to prepare a
welcome feast (20–24). No Jewish father would normally receive a
rebel son back home, let alone give him a lavish welcome.
The parable illustrates the amazing love and grace of God to repentant
sinners. The Pharisees failed to grasp this. God not only freely
forgives sinners, but heaps blessings upon them when they come to
him, just as the lost son received far more than he deserved.
Who is a pardoning God like thee?
Or who has grace so rich and free?

(Samuel Davies)

The elder brother came from working in the field when he heard music
and dancing. He asked a servant what was happening and was told,
‘Your brother has come’ (25–27). He was very angry when he heard
that the merrymaking was for his worthless younger brother and he
refused to enter the house (28). His father came out and pleaded with
him to join them but he was vehement in expressing his feelings. He
angrily retorted, ‘These many years, I have been serving (slaving for)
you’ (29) The Greek verb ‘douleuō‘ translated ‘serving’ means
‘slaving’. He was full of his own good works and his resentment was
so great, that he referred to his brother as ‘this son of yours’ when
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speaking to his father, who said in reply, ‘Your brother’ (30).
The father assured the elder brother of his love for him but pointed out,
‘It was right that we should make merry and be glad, for your brother
was dead and is alive again, and was lost and is found’ (31–32). Notice
that these are words which describe our state before and after
conversion – ‘dead and alive – lost and found’. The elder brother was
also ‘lost’ but did not recognise it. He was like the scribes and
Pharisees who were proud, peevish, hard and unforgiving and did not
receive those they perceived as sinners (2).
If God is willing to forgive repentant sinners, we must also be prepared
to forgive those who have wronged us. If we nurse grudges and
bitterness, our Christian life and witness will be severely damaged. .
There is no joy like that of seeing the lost brought to faith in Christ
and seeing their lives transformed through the grace of God! If you
are not a Christian and wonder whether or not God will forgive you and
accept you, take heart! Come to the Lord Jesus, trust in him and repent
of your sin; he will not turn you away.
Amazing grace! how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now I’m found;
Was blind, but now I see.
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(John Newton)

Luke chapter 16

T

here are two parables concerning rich men in this chapter. In the
first (1–8), a rich man discovered that his steward (business
manager) was squandering his goods. The steward knew that he would
lose his job and he summoned every one of his master’s debtors and
reduced their debt (the two debtors mentioned had very large debts).
This shrewd move put his master’s debtors into his debt and he knew
that they would help him when he was out of work and destitute. He
was commended for his ingenuity but not for his dishonesty (8).

This parable teaches us that our lives and money are a stewardship
from God. We must follow the example of the dishonest steward and
look to the future. We must use our money (‘mammon’ – 9) in such a
way that we will be received into everlasting habitations (heaven) at
the end of our lives when money will be of no use to us. Money used
to support the work of God will reap eternal dividends. Do we take
seriously the teaching of the Lord Jesus concerning the stewardship of
our possessions? If we are faithful with our money, the Lord will
entrust us with spiritual riches (10–11). We must remember that we too
must give an account on the day of judgment (Romans 14:10,12;
2 Corinthians 5:9–11).
Many Christians are not generous in their giving to the Lord’s work
because they love money. We must never let money be our master.
Jesus said, ‘No servant can serve two masters ... You cannot serve God
and mammon’ (13; cp. 1 Timothy 6:9–10). If we live for money it will
eventually master us. If we make an idol of money, we will soon
despise God. The love of wealth brought disaster to the lives of Lot and
Achan (Genesis 13:10–13; 19:30; Joshua 7:10–26). The Word of God
is quite clear – ‘You cannot serve God and mammon’ (‘money’ – 13).
Are you restless and uncomfortable in your Christian life? Do you
have divided loyalties by trying to serve two masters? Are you
trying to please God and your own selfish interests? It does not
work; do get your priorities right!
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The Lord Jesus had been speaking to his disciples (1), but the
Pharisees who were lovers of money had also been listening. The
words of Jesus, ‘You cannot serve God and mammon’ (‘money’ – 13)
had made them feel uncomfortable and they derided him (14). The
Pharisees appeared to be very religious but they were hypocrites.
Those who despise the Word of God sometimes resort to scorn rather
than to reasoned discussion when they are challenged with the claims
of Christ. Jesus told the Pharisees who sought to be right in the sight
of men that they were wrong in the sight of God. He said, ‘God knows
your hearts’ (15). Their kind of religion was an abomination in the
sight of God,
A great number were now pressing into the kingdom of God
(‘everyone’ in verse 16 does not mean literally every Jew, but refers to
everyone entering the kingdom of God). The Pharisees thought that
they were in God’s kingdom, but were deceiving themselves. John
Blanchard writes ‘Jesus calmly pointed out that while John the
Baptist’s preaching marked the end of the Old Testament era (16),
God’s moral law remained unchanged (17 – a ‘tittle’ was a small hook
on some letters of the Hebrew alphabet) ... Jesus completed God’s law;
the Pharisees corrupted it’ (LOOK THROUGH LUKE, page 87).
Jesus showed that the manner in which the Pharisees regarded divorce
demonstrated their corruption of God’s law. They took the statement
permitting a man to divorce his wife (Deuteronomy 24:1) as a sanction
to divorce their spouses for the most trivial reasons (18). The Bible
teaches the sanctity and permanence of marriage. Permission for
divorce was only given because of the hardness of men’s hearts and to
give legal protection to the deserted wife (cp. Matthew 19:8–9).
The Bible is despised by many, but let us remember that though the
ideas of men often change, God’s law, his holy standards, do not
change and will never pass away (17). God knows our hearts. Does
he see within us a love for his Word and joyful obedience to it?
The Lord Jesus reinforced his warning against the love of mammon
(riches) with the parable of the rich man and Lazarus. The rich man
enjoyed a self-indulgent, opulent way of life but was lacking in
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compassion for a beggar. Lazarus was laid at the gate of his house
hoping to receive some scraps of food from his table. He was a
wretched sight, covered in sores which were licked by scavenging
half-wild dogs. It is obvious that the rich man had seen Lazarus in his
wretched state, for he recognised him at Abraham’s side (23).
The two men were different in death as well as in life. Lazarus died and
was carried by angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man died but he
went to Hades (hell) where he was tormented (22–23). Lazarus did not
go to heaven because he was poor any more than the rich man went to
hell because of his wealth. Lazarus was received into heaven because
of the grace of God in his life. God does not bestow his grace according
to our possessions. When we die, we do not cease to exist; we will
either be in the presence of God or in a conscious state of torment in
hell (Matthew 13:41–43; 2 Corinthians 5:8; Philippians 1:21–23)
The rich man gave no serious thought to what would happen to him
after he died. After death it was too late! He was told that ‘there is a
great gulf fixed’ between heaven and hell (23–26). He also made
another mistake. He arrogantly thought that Abraham should send
Lazarus back from the dead to testify to his five brothers who would
then repent of their sin. The answer was clear − if they refused to listen
to the Word of God (‘Moses and the prophets’) they would not be
persuaded to repent even if someone rose from the dead (27–31).
Another man named Lazarus was raised from the dead but the enemies
of Jesus still refused to believe (John 11:43–53). Saving faith comes
through hearing the Word of God (Romans 10:17), not through seeing
miracles. Have you repented of your sin, or are you living for the
passing pleasures of this world which could be snatched from you
in an instant? It will then be too late to repent.
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Luke chapter 17

T

he Lord Jesus reminded his disciples that offences were bound to
come (the Greek word translated ‘offences’ means ‘traps’ or
‘stumbling-blocks’). He said that any person who causes a believer
(‘one of these little ones’) to stumble and fall into sin, will face a
dreadful judgment (1–2; cp. Matthew 18:6–7).
What must you do if your brother sins against you (3)? You must go to
him privately and seek to win him over by his repentance. There can be
no forgiveness without repentance. Forgiveness brings reconciliation
between the aggrieved parties and the restoration of fellowship. Is
there someone in the church to whom you are not talking because they
have offended you? Jesus said that you must ‘rebuke him, and if he
repents, forgive him’ (3). You may have misunderstood him and
discover that no sin is involved at all. Satan will seek to cause
misunderstanding between believers.
What should we do when a Christian repeatedly sins against us and yet
expresses his sorrow and repentance for his sin? We must go on
forgiving him as long as he seeks our forgiveness (4). We also sin
frequently against the Lord and need often to come to him for
forgiveness. He is very patient with us and readily forgives; we must
follow his example. If we refuse to forgive someone who has sinned
against us and repents of that sin, we must question our own
salvation and what we know of the love of God in our heart.
J.C. Ryle comments, ‘Let us leave the whole passage with jealous
self-inquiry. ... How often we have given offence, and caused others to
stumble! How often we have allowed unkind, and angry, and
revengeful thoughts to nestle in our hearts! These things ought not so
to be. The more carefully we attend to such practical lessons as this
passage contains, the more shall we recommend our religion to others,
and the more inward peace shall we find in our own hearts’
(EXPOSITORY THOUGHTS ON LUKE, VOLUME 2, pages 223–224).
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The disciples had been privileged to perform miracles but they were
aware of the weakness of their faith (9:6, 40–41). They said to the Lord
Jesus, ‘Increase our faith’ (5). We may think that it requires great faith
to work miracles, but it takes greater faith to live the Christian life (eg.
to forgive those who have wronged us, whose repentance appears to be
shallow (3–4).
Jesus spoke to his disciples of ‘faith as a mustard seed’ which at a
word, can uproot a mulberry tree and cast it into the sea (6). A mustard
seed is very small and yet grows into a tree which is large enough to
shelter birds (Matthew 13:31–32). Dale Ralph Davis comments, ‘It is,
Jesus says, not great faith but genuine faith that matters. Even “small”
faith can achieve difficult or unthinkable results’ and he adds, ‘We must
not make an idol out of our faith. Our help is not in our faith but in the Lord
to whom our faith clings’ (LUKE 14–24 – ON THE ROAD TO JERUSALEM,
pages 58 and 60). Our focus must not be on great faith in God but faith
in a great God. ‘Faith as a mustard seed’ is a trust in God which does
not give way to despair when prayer is not immediately answered. It
continues to pray, expecting great things from God and attempting
great things for God.
Slavery was very common in New Testament times and the Lord Jesus
told a parable about a servant (Greek is ‘doulos’ – ‘a slave’) who had
been working in his master’s field. He comes in from his toil in the
field and is obliged to prepare his master’s supper before he is allowed
to rest and refresh himself. The master does not thank his slave for
doing the work that is expected of him. Jesus is telling us that even
when we have done all that he has commanded there is no room for
smug self-congratulation. ‘We are.unprofitable servants. We have done
what was our duty to do’ (7–10). Whatever we do for the Lord is
insignificant compared to what he has done for us. The earthly
master does not thank his servant for his toil, but our heavenly Master
will indeed reward us for faithful service (Matthew 25:21, 23, 34–40).
The Lord Jesus was about to enter a village on the border between
Galilee and Samaria when he was met by ten men who were lepers.
They remained at a distance because of the strict quarantine laws
relating to their condition (cp. Leviticus 13:45–46); it is obvious that
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they had heard of Jesus because they called on him by name to have
mercy on them (11–13). Jesus did not touch them nor command that
they be healed but told them to show themselves to the priests who
would be able to pronounce them clean (cp. Leviticus 14:1–32).
The men took Jesus at his word and as they left they were healed. One
of them, a Samaritan, seeing that he was healed, returned to Jesus, and
with a loud voice glorified God, and fell down on his face at his feet,
giving him thanks (15–16). Jesus asked, ‘Were there not ten cleansed?
But where are the nine?’ (17). Only one had returned to give thanks,
and he was a Samaritan, belonging to a race despised by most Jews.
Jesus told the grateful man to go on his way, saying, ‘Your faith has
made you well’ (19). He never said such words to a Pharisee or Jewish
religious leader, but only to sinners (7:50; 8:48; here, and in 18:42).
Being unthankful to God is a terrible sin which is found throughout
humanity: Although they knew God, they did not glorify him as God,
nor were thankful (Romans 1:21; cp.2 Timothy 3:2). A thankful,
praising heart glorifies God and brings great blessing (Psalm
50:23; Philippians 4:6–7,11–12). J.C. Ryle comments, ‘Let us pray
daily for a thankful spirit. It is the spirit which God loves and delights
to honour. ... Above all, let us pray for a deeper sense of our own
sinfulness, guilt, and undeserving. This, after all, is the true secret of a
thankful spirit. It is the man who daily feels his debt to grace, and daily
remembers that in reality he deserves nothing but hell, — this is the
man who will be daily blessing and praising God. Thankfulness is a
flower which will never bloom well excepting upon a root of deep
humility’ ( EXPOSITORY THOUGHTS ON LUKE , volume. 2, pages
234–235)..
The Pharisees asked Jesus when the kingdom of God would come (20).
The Jews at that time were expecting the Messiah to crush the Romans
and establish an earthly kingdom over which the Messiah would reign.
He told them that the kingdom of God does not come with outward
display (eg. national proclamation, great military victories, etc.); it was
already among them. It is a spiritual, not a political kingdom. They
were looking for a kingdom but failed to recognise that its king was
standing among them (20–21).
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Jesus then told the disciples that he would be rejected by the people of
their generation and that he would suffer (25). He told them of
suffering to come when they would ‘desire to see one of the days of the
coming of the Son of Man’ but they would not see it. We are not to
follow any who teach that he has come (22–23). Church history has
many accounts of false christs and heretical teachers who proclaimed
that the Messianic era was here, often with disastrous results.
The kingdom of God will be clearly seen when Jesus comes again to
judge the world. He will come suddenly at a time when conditions on
the earth will be like those which prevailed during the time of Noah and
in Sodom (widespread wickedness, violence and materialism, 26–30).
The return of Christ will bring a great day of separation when the
angels will take those who belong to the Lord to be with him for ever
(Matthew 24:31). Two will be sleeping in the same bed, two other pairs
working together, but the one will be taken and the other left (34–36).
We do not know when Jesus will return but we must always be
prepared. He urges, ‘Remember Lot’s wife’ (32). Why are we to
remember her? She loved wicked Sodom with its comforts and
pleasures. She was brought out of Sodom but her heart was still there.
She lost everything – her possessions, her pleasures, and her life
(Genesis 19:15–26). If you are living for this world and its passing
pleasures, remember Lot’s wife. If the Lord Jesus returned today,
would you be ready?
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Luke chapter 18

T

he two parables in verses 1 to 14 teach us two vital lessons
concerning prayer. The Lord Jesus told his disciples the parable of
the persistent widow to encourage us to persevere in prayer: ‘Men
always ought to pray and not lose heart’ (1). This follows his words
concerning their suffering when they would desire to see his second
coming but would not see it (17:22). Jesus now focuses on a particular
type of prayer, that continues to plead with God to put things right for
us, and to deal with our enemies who are persecuting us. At such times
we may soon lose heart and give up praying through discouragement.

A widow went to seek help from a godless judge and pleaded, ‘Avenge
me of my adversary’ (3). He refused to be bothered with her request but
he became tired of her continual coming to him, and he eventually saw
that justice was done for her. If an unjust judge was moved to act on
behalf of a persistent widow how much more will God who is righteous
and loves us, hear and avenge his own suffering people (‘his own
elect’; cp. Revelation 6:9–11).
Jesus asked, ‘Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he really
find faith on the earth?’ (8). This does not mean that there will be no
believers left on the earth by the time he returns because Scripture does
not teach this. The faith spoken of here is one that perseveres in prayer
in the face of discouragement. Are you so disheartened that your
prayers have become an empty, faithless exercise? Oh, come now to
the Lord, confessing your unbelief and prayerlessness and trust in him.
J.C. Ryle wrote, ‘Prayer is the very life-breath of true Christianity.
Here it is that religion begins. Here it flourishes. Here it decays. Prayer
is one of the first signs of conversion (Acts 9:11). Neglect of prayer is
the sure road to a fall (Matthew 26:40–41).’ – EXPOSITORY
THOUGHTS ON LUKE, Volume 2, page 253.
Restraining prayer, we cease to fight;
Prayer makes the Christian’s armour bright:
And Satan trembles when he sees
The weakest saint upon his knees.
(William Cowper)
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We must not only persevere in prayer (1) but also approach God with
humility. Jesus spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves
that they were righteous and despised others (9).This parable contrasts
the prayers of a Pharisee and a tax collector. The Pharisee smugly
thanked God, saying, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men,
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax-collector. I fast
twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess’ (10–12). His ‘prayer’
did not contain any requests because he felt no personal need of God.
We too can be like the Pharisees in our hearts, having a self-righteous
attitude (12:1). J.C. Ryle observes, ‘We are all naturally self-righteous.
It is the family disease of all the children of Adam. From the highest to
the lowest we think more highly of ourselves than we ought to do. We
secretly flatter ourselves that we are not so bad as some, and that we
have something to recommend us to the favour of God’ (EXPOSITORY
THOUGHTS ON LUKE, Volume 2, page 253).
The tax collector was deeply aware of his wretched state before God.
He stood ‘afar off ’ (13). Though he was in the temple, he kept his
distance from the Pharisee and others because of his sense of shame.
He hung his head and beat his breast in lamentation, saying, ‘God be
merciful to me a sinner!’ (Greek = ‘the sinner’). He readily confessed
his sinfulness and he cast himself upon God for mercy. He went home
justified (right with God) but the proud Pharisee remained blind to the
state of his own sinful heart (13−14). His visit to the temple had failed
to do him any spiritual good.
Jesus repeated a warning made on another occasion when he was in the
company of Pharisees. ‘Everyone who exalts himself will be abased,
and he who humbles himself will be exalted’ (14; cp. 14:11). Genuine
prayer involves humility and confession of sin to the Lord. A
profession of Christianity without a heartfelt need of God’s mercy
is not biblical religion. When did you last confess your sin to God?
Some parents brought their children to the Lord Jesus to be blessed but
the disciples, probably wanting to protect him from further demands on
his time, wanted to send them away (15). Jesus said, ‘Let the little
children come to me, and do not forbid them, for of such is the kingdom
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of God.’ He then stressed that we must come to him with a childlike
dependence if we are to receive the kingdom of God (16–17); this
stood in stark contrast with the proud Pharisees (11–12). Many
Christians come to Christ in their youth and we must always encourage
the children in our church and never despise them or under-value work
among the young. Sunday School and similar mid-week activities
provide an opportunity to bring the gospel to children.
The young man who came to Jesus was rich and esteemed in Jewish
religious circles; he was a ruler (probably an official in charge of the
local synagogue, 18) but his wealth and religion did not meet his
deepest needs. He called Jesus ‘good’ which was a confession that
Jesus is God (18–19). Jesus reminded him of the fifth, sixth, seventh,
eighth and ninth commandments (Exodus 20:12–16) and he claimed
that he had kept all these from his youth (20–21). This did not make
him good in the sight of God and Jesus replied, ‘You still lack one thing,
Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.’ but when he heard this, he
became very sorrowful (22–23). He wanted eternal life but his status
and wealth were more important to him than following Jesus as his
lord; they were his ‘god’ and no one can serve two masters (16:13).
Becoming a Christian involves much more than ‘making a decision for
Christ’. It means taking up the cross (9:23–25) which is a symbol of
self-denial. Salvation is free but we must embrace the lordship of
Jesus, forsake our sin and deny ourselves if we want to be his disciples.
Many find cost of following Jesus too great and turn away
disillusioned (Matthew 13:20–21). If Jesus is not Lord of all, he is
not Lord at all! There is a price to pay for ‘treasure in heaven’, but
great blessing is enjoyed by all who truly follow Christ.
The disciples were surprised when the Lord Jesus said, ‘How hard it is
for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God! For it is easier
for a camel to go through a needle’s eye than for a rich man to enter
the kingdom of God.(24–25). Some commentators have explained that
the eye of a needle was a very narrow and low gate into Jerusalem
through which a camel had to struggle on its knees if it were to gain
entry. This theory dates from the 11th century AD and it has no
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foundation. It seeks to make possible what Jesus said is impossible; the
work of salvation in the life of a sinner is miraculous.
The shocked disciples asked, ‘Who then can be saved?’ Jesus
reassured them with a wonderful truth: ‘The things which are
impossible with men are possible with God’ (26–27). Jesus was very
soon to demonstrate this truth to his disciples when he saved
Zacchaeus, who was rich (19:1–10). We must never lose heart when we
encounter indifference to the gospel. The Lord is able to melt the
hardest of hearts and to save the vilest sinner; he can easily break the
chains of sin which enslave people! We may think, ‘Impossible,’ but
Scripture says, ‘For with God nothing will be impossible’ (1:37). Let
us persevere in prayer and in our evangelism. The Lord has many
a surprise for those who wait upon him.
Peter remarked that he and the other disciples had left all to follow
Jesus who then assured him that God is no man’s debtor. Those who
sacrificially follow him will not only receive everlasting life in the
world to come, but will also be richly blessed in this life (28–30).
Jesus took his disciples aside and told them that all things that are
written by the prophets concerning him would be accomplished in
Jerusalem where he would be mocked, insulted, spat upon, scourged
and put to death, and that he would rise on the third day, but they were
unable to understand or to take in his words (31–34). Any sacrifices
that we make for the Lord Jesus are insignificant when compared with
his great sacrifice to save us from our sin!
Many Galilean pilgrims going to Jerusalem would take the route
through Jericho to avoid going through Samaria. Jesus and his
disciples joined them on this route. A blind beggar (Bartimaeus; Mark
10:46) was sitting at the road-side near to Jericho. He heard the noise
of the multitude following Jesus and asked what was happening, and
they told him that Jesus of Nazareth was passing by (35–36). The blind
beggar would have heard about Christ’s mighty miracles, and he had
strong faith in the power and the willingness of the Lord Jesus to heal
him. When he addressed Jesus as ‘Son of David’ (37–38), he was
acknowledging him to be the Messiah (or ‘the Christ’ − God’s anointed
One; cp. 20:41–44).
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Bartimaeus had a persistent faith in the face of discouragement. He was
warned to be quiet but he cried out all the more (39). He was
determined to make the Lord Jesus aware of his need. This is the
pattern for us when we pray. We should always come to the Lord
trusting in his willingness and in his power to answer our prayers. He
knows our needs (Matthew 6:32) but he expects us to bring those needs
to him in prayer. Despite the hustle and bustle of the crowd, Jesus stood
still and called Bartimaeus to himself (40).
Jesus was travelling to Jerusalem to suffer and to die on the cross, but
he took time to speak to this needy man and asked him, ‘What do you
want me to do for you?’ The beggar did not ask for wealth so that he
would not need to beg. His greater need was for sight and he said,
‘Lord, that I may receive my sight’ (41). Jesus gladly granted his
request. saying, ‘Receive your sight; your faith has saved you.’ He was
healed immediately and he followed Jesus, glorifying God (42–43).
God wants us to come to him and trust in him. Without faith it is
impossible to please him (Hebrews 11:6). If the Lord said to you,
‘What do you want me to do for you?’ what would you say? Do you
bring your greatest needs to God in prayer? Read Philippians 4:19;
Hebrews 4:14–16 and be encouraged.
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Luke chapter 19

J

ericho was famous for its fragrant balm derived from the balsam tree
and was an important trading centre which yielded high taxes for the
Roman government. Zacchaeus held the influential post as chief tax
collector for that region (2) .Most tax collectors overcharged traders,
keeping the surplus for themselves. They became rich through fraud
and Zacchaeus was no exception (7–8). They were also considered to
be traitors because they served the Romans. Zacchaeus may have heard
that Jesus received tax collectors (who were hated and despised by
most people; 15:1–2). He was curious to see Jesus but was unable to
see him above the crowd because he was small. He was so determined
however, that he climbed up into a sycamore tree (3–4). This
fruit-bearing evergreen tree is not to be confused with the British or
American sycamore trees; cp. Amos 7:14).
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Jesus had left Jericho and was now near to Jerusalem. Some thought
that he was going to Jerusalem to take power and to establish his
kingdom but they were mistaken (11). He told them a parable in which
there are three groups of people: the citizens of a country who reject the
rule of the new king (14,27). the faithful servants of the king; and an
unfaithful servant (13, 15–24). Verse 14 contains the very words that
would be uttered by the mob in Jerusalem before the crucifixion. This
parable is not to be confused with the parable of the talents, where a
man entrusted each of three servants with a huge amount of money,
(Matthew 25:14–30).
A nobleman went to a far country to receive a kingdom for himself
(new kings in Palestine had to go to Rome to have their right to the
throne confirmed). He gave a mina to each of ten servants (Greek =
‘slaves’) and told them, ‘Do business till I come’ (12–13). A ‘mina’
was the equivalent of one hundred days’ wages for a labourer. When
he returned, he called his servants to account. He commended those
who had increased their money by trading but condemned the servant
who had hidden his money (15–24).
The nobleman represents the Lord Jesus Christ who has now ascended
to heaven and will come again to receive his kingdom. His servants are
Christians who are charged to do business (serve the Lord) in a hostile
environment. When Jesus returns, there will be rewards for faithful
service, but the rebel citizens, representing those who reject Christ will
be banished from his presence to hell. We face many difficulties but
have a solemn responsibility to do business until Jesus comes
again. We will have to give an account of our stewardship of the gifts
that God has given to us. Let us persevere in serving him faithfully!
Go, labour on, spend, and be spent,
Thy joy to do the Father’s will;
It is the way the Master went;
Should not the servant tread it still? (Horatius Bonar)
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When Jesus reached the Mount of Olives just outside Jerusalem, it
appears that he stayed at the home of Lazarus whom he had raised from
the dead (John 12:1–12) . He sent two of the disciples to bring him a
young donkey (John 12:14). The Lord Jesus knows all things and the
men found the colt tethered just as he had described. The owners of the
colt may have been followers of Jesus, for they were willing to allow
the two disciples to take the animal when they said, ‘The Lord has need
of him’ (28–34). Do you respond as willingly as they did to meet needs
in God’s work?
Many people who had seen the raising of Lazarus from the dead were
among the great multitude attending the Passover feast (John
12:12,17–18). They proclaimed Jesus as the messianic King as he rode
towards Jerusalem, quoting Psalm 118:26. Some of the Pharisees
called to Jesus from the crowd urging him to rebuke his disciples
because of their enthusiastic acclaim of him, but he replied that if they
were silent, the stones would cry out (37−40). The Lord Jesus entered
Jerusalem to public acclaim, but within a few days, many who
welcomed him would be among those crying out for him to be
crucified.
As Jesus drew near to Jerusalem, he saw it in all its splendour with its
beautiful temple and buildings. He wept over the wicked city which
was to crucify him because he saw the desolation that would befall it.
He prophesied that Jerusalem would be laid waste: ‘They will not leave
one stone upon another, because you did not know the time of your
visitation’ (41–44). This prophecy was literally fulfilled in AD 70
when the Roman army besieged the city, destroyed it and massacred
over a million men, women and children after the Jews rebelled against
their rule. The holy Son of God had taught and worked miracles among
them but they had rejected him. When God’s visitation of mercy is
rejected, a visitation of judgment is inevitable. How tragic not to
recognise the day of God’s visitation in grace and mercy!
The Jews had become so corrupt in their religion that the temple was
more like a market-place than a place of worship. Money for the
upkeep of the sanctuary (Exodus 30:13) had to be paid in Jewish
coinage. Money-changers charged exorbitant rates. and doves sold for
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sacrifices were sold at sky-high prices to the Passover pilgrims
(Matthew 21:12). The money-changers and animal traders would have
paid much money to the religious authorities for permission to operate
within the temple precincts. Such activities were for the market place,
and not in the temple precincts. Religion had become a racket! Jesus,
quoting Jeremiah 7:11, said, ‘My house is a house of prayer, but you
have made it a den of thieves’ (46). The furious religious leaders sought
to destroy Jesus but were unable to do so because of his popularity
among the people (47–48).
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Luke chapter 20

T

he people were very attentive to the words of Jesus as he taught
them and preached the gospel in the temple (19:48 to 20:1). The
chief priests and elders interrupted him to ask him who had given him
the authority to do the things that he was doing (eg. cleansing the
temple). They were probably hoping to trap him into making a claim
that would appear to be blasphemous; they then would have a case
against him.

Jesus responded by asking them a question concerning the ministry of
John the Baptist who had proclaimed him as the Messiah:‘The baptism
of John – was it from heaven or from men?’ (4). They knew that if they
acknowledged that John’s ministry was from God, Jesus would ask
them why they had refused to believe him. If they denied the validity
of John’s ministry they would incur the wrath of the people who
acknowledged John as a prophet. They refused to answer the question
of Jesus and so he refused to answer their question (5−8).
In some churches, the gospel has been obscured by money-making
rackets such as the prosperity movement with its health and wealth
heresy. Let us be sure that our religion is pure and undefiled (James
1:27).
The parable of the wicked vinedressers (‘tenant farmers’) reflects the
history of the nation of Israel which had enjoyed the special care and
goodness of God (see Isaiah 5:1–7). The man who planted the vineyard
represents God and the tenant farmers represent Israel. The servants
who were treated shamefully represent the Old Testament messengers
including John the Baptist (10–12). Israel mocked the messengers of
God, despised his words, and scoffed at his prophets (2 Chron. 36:16).
The owner of the vineyard sent his servants to receive fruit but they
were shamefully treated and sent away empty-handed. He then
decided, ‘I will send my beloved son. Probably they will respect him
when they see him’ but the wicked tenants had no respect for him and
they killed him (13–15). The Lord Jesus was revealing what was to
happen to him that very week. The Jewish religious leaders rejected
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him and were plotting the murder of the sinless Son of God. Just as the
owner of the vineyard destroyed the wicked tenants, so the Jewish
nation would be rejected and the kingdom given to another nation (the
church, which includes Gentiles – cp. Matthew 21:43).
The astonished people said, ‘Certainly not!’ and Jesus looked at them,
and asked them the meaning of Psalm 118:22: ‘What then is this that
is written: “The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief
cornerstone”?’ (16–17; cp. Acts 4:11; 1 Peter 2:6–8). Jesus, the stone
which the builders rejected, has become the chief cornerstone. The
chief priests and the Pharisees recognised that Jesus was speaking of
them. They had rejected Jesus and would be crushed by him when the
day of judgment came. They wanted to lay hands on him, but refrained
for fear of the people who recognised him as a prophet (19; cp.
Matthew 21:46).
Do you love Jesus, the Son of God by, obeying him, by giving him first
place in your life? One day everyone will bow to him (Philippians
2:9–11). It is far better to submit to him now, than to be punished
by him in the day of judgment.
The religious leaders now attempted to set a trap for Jesus and they sent
spies to watch him. These men pretended to be sincere enquirers but
they sought to make Jesus incriminate himself so that he could be
accused of treason against Rome and be delivered to the Roman
governor (20). These smooth-talking hypocrites said that Jesus taught
the way of God truly but they persistently rejected his claims (21).
They asked him whether it was lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not.
The Jews resented paying taxes to the Romans and if Jesus were to say,
‘Yes, pay your taxes,’ they would have branded him as a traitor who
had no love for the Jewish nation. If he told them that it was wrong to
pay these taxes, they would have accused him of stirring up rebellion
against Rome. The wicked Jewish leadership later accused him before
Pilate of this very thing (23:2).
Jesus saw through their craftiness and said to them, ‘Why do you test
me?’ (23). He asked them to show him a denarius. This was a small
silver coin which was worth the average wage for a day’s work. The
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front of the coin carried the image of Caesar with the inscription,
‘Tiberius Caesar, son of divine Augustus’ and the Pharisees were
carrying such coins. He asked them whose image and inscription was
on the coin and they admitted that it was Caesar’s (24). He then told
them, ‘Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to
God the things that are God’s’ (25). His superb answer to their trick
question caused them to marvel (26).
We must be law-abiding citizens and pay our taxes whether we like it
or not. Even more important, we must render ... to God the things that
are God’s (21). He demands first place in our lives (see Deuteronomy
6:4–5). Are we robbing God by not rendering money, time or talents to
be used for his work (cp. Malachi 3:8)? He has done so much for us in
giving his Son to die for us, and in saving us from our sins. He heaps
blessings upon us and he has given us eternal life. Dare we rob God
who loves us so much?
The Sadducees were very influential in Jewish religious affairs but
they were materialistic and they denied true godliness. The high priests
were drawn from their ranks and they controlled the temple which
Jesus had cleansed. They had a score to settle with Jesus and their trick
question was designed to ridicule the resurrection of the dead. Like
many modern heretical church leaders they denied this truth. Such
people often resort to ridicule in discussion because their own position
is very weak.
The Sadducees were very influential in Jewish religious affairs but
they were materialistic and they denied that there is a resurrection after
death.The high priests were drawn from their ranks and they controlled
the temple which Jesus had cleansed. They hated the Lord Jesus put to
him a question designed to make him appear to be foolish. Such people
often resort to scoffing because their own position is very weak.
The five books of Moses (Genesis to Deuteronomy) were esteemed by
the Sadducees above the other books of the Old Testament. They raised
with Jesus the principle of ‘levirate marriage’ taught in Deuteronomy
25:5–10. When a man died childless, his widow was not to remarry
outside his family, but be married to his brother. The marriage would
enable the widow to bear children from the same flesh and blood as her
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deceased husband. This would hopefully enable her to bear a son to
preserve her deceased husband’s name and inheritance.
The Sadducees related a far-fetched story about a woman who married
seven brothers in turn, surviving all of them. They asked to which
brother she would be married in the resurrection (27–33). His answer
exposed their ignorance of Scripture. There is no marriage in the age to
come; we are like the angels who do not marry (35−36). Jesus showed
from an incident in one of the books of Moses (Exodus) that the dead
are raised. He referred to the incident at the burning bush where God
told Moses that he was ‘the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob’. The great patriarchs were alive with God in heaven,
who ‘is not the God of the dead but of the living’ (37–38). The scribes
who believed in the resurrection of the dead, said to Jesus, ‘Teacher,
you have spoken well’ (39).
The Bible does not give a detailed description of heaven, but we do
know that it will be wonderful beyond our wildest dreams
(Philippians 1:21,23; 1 John 3:2–3; Revelation 21:4; 22:3–4). Let us be
encouraged and praise God for giving such a glorious future to all those
who have repented of their sin and are trusting in the Lord Jesus.
The Lord Jesus had been asked questions from the scribes, Pharisees
and Sadducees while he taught in the temple and he now asked them
a question. The scribes and Pharisees (Matthew 22:41–42) rightly
acknowledged that the Christ is David’s Son, but why did David call
him, ‘Lord’. (41–44; Psalm 110:1)? In other words the Messiah is more
than a descendant (Son) of David. He is David’s Lord and God! The
scribes and Pharisees refused to recognise Jesus as the Messiah and
they would not submit to his lordship.
Jesus went on to warn his disciples in the hearing of the people,
‘Beware of the scribes.’ (45–47).They loved all the pomp and the
outward trappings of religion so that people would notice them and
admire them. They appeared so dignified in their long, flowing robes
and in their formal greetings when they addressed each other as ‘Rabbi’
(Matthew 23:7–10). They loved to have the best seats in the
synagogues and the place of honour in feasts. They appeared to be holy
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by reciting long prayers but they were wicked. They extorted money
from widows who were weak and vulnerable people. They would not
escape the judgment of God and would receive the greater
condemnation because of their hypocrisy (45–47).
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Luke chapter 21

T

he Court of the Women in the temple had thirteen collecting-boxes
shaped like upturned trumpets. Jesus looked up to observe the rich
putting their gifts into one of these boxes. He also saw a poor widow
putting in two mites (Greek = ‘lepta’). One ‘lepton’ was worth 1/128 of
a denarius which was the daily wage for a labourer. Jesus commended
this poor woman, saying, ‘She out of her poverty has put in all the
livelihood that she had,’ whereas many gave from their considerable
wealth and still had much left for themselves (21:1–4). What is
important in the sight of God is not how much we give but how
much we keep back for ourselves.
The Lord Jesus twice lamented over Jerusalem because of the terrible
things that were to happen to her (13:33–35; 19:41–44). The disciples
were admiring the beauty and the grandeur of the temple and were
shocked to hear Jesus say that it would be destroyed (5−6). They asked
him, ‘When will these things be?’ (7).
Verses 5 to 24 are mainly concerned with the destruction of Jerusalem.
In AD 66, the Jews rebelled against the Romans who besieged
Jerusalem, destroying the city and the temple in AD 70. These were
days of vengeance on the city which had rejected and crucified Jesus.
(22; cp. 11:49–51). Many Christians in Jerusalem remembered the
warning of Jesus (20–24) and were saved from the appalling massacre,
leaving before the Romans cut off all escape routes from the city.
The conditions which preceded AD 70 are not unique; they are to be
found in any age. There are false teachers, wars, earthquakes, famine,
disease, unrest and signs in the skies (8–11) and persecution of God’s
people (12–19). How are we to react in uncertain, turbulent times
or when there is persecution?
•
We must be on our guard against deceivers. Jesus said, ‘Take heed
that you be not deceived’ (8). There have been many who have claimed
to be Christ throughout church history. Many are still deceived by false
teachers today because they do not know the teaching of the Bible.
•
We are not to be terrified (9). God is sovereign and he is in control
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of all these things, even persecution. Jesus warned that some Christians
would be hated by their own families, betrayed and even put to death,
‘but not a hair of your head shall be lost’ (16−18). This is not a
contradiction but means that though our enemies may be allowed to
destroy our bodies, they cannot destroy our souls (Matthew 10:28)
•
We are to persevere (‘patience’ in verse 19 = ‘endurance’).
•
Let us remember that God uses persecution for the furtherance of
his kingdom and as an opportunity to bear gospel witness. ‘But it will
turn out for you as an occasion for testimony’ (13).
Jesus now directs us from the destruction of Jerusalem (20–24) to his
second coming (25–36) and he speaks of the signs preceding his return.
There will be frightening cosmic disturbances and upheaval in the sea,
distress and perplexity, men’s hearts failing them for fear .(25–26),
When these things begin to happen, we will know that Christ’s return
is near just as summer is near when a fig tree comes into leaf (29–31).
Jesus said, ‘Then will they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with
power and great glory’ (25–27; Daniel 7:13–14). These things will
surely happen! Jesus said, ‘Heaven and earth will pass away, but my
words will by no means pass away’ (33).
Those who love the Lord should not panic like those who are not saved.
Every true Christian will be gathered by the angels to meet the Lord
Jesus in the air, together with every believer from previous ages. It will
be the day of resurrection and redemption for our bodies (28; cp.
Matthew 24:31; John 5:29; Romans 8:23; 1 Corinthians 15:51–55).
Verse 32 is one of those Scripture verses which is difficult to
understand. It would appear that Jesus was saying that those listening
to him would still be alive when he comes again but they died almost
two thousand years ago. William Hendriksen points out that the word
‘generation’ can be translated ‘race’. His suggestion that the verse
means that the Jewish race will continue until all the things concerning
the return of Christ are fulfilled is quite convincing, especially when
Jesus had also been speaking about the destruction of Jerusalem, which
may have appeared to cast doubt on the future of the Jews (20–24).
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No one knows when Jesus will return but he warns, ‘Take heed to
yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing,
drunkenness, and cares of this life’ (34). We must be watchful and
prayerful and lead holy lives if we are to be ready for his coming
(36; cp. 1 John 3:2–3).
Though he was to die that week, Jesus taught in the temple from morn
till night before retiring to the Mount of Olives (37–38).
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Luke chapter 22

O

n the Tuesday before the crucifixion the chief priests and scribes
were still seeking a way in which they could kill Jesus without
causing a rebellion among the people (1–2; cp. Mark 14:1–2). Judas
Iscariot was privileged to be among the closest associates of the Lord
Jesus but he was not a genuine believer (John 6:70; 13:10−11). He was
the treasurer for Jesus and the disciples but he was a thief (John 12:6)
and the love of money led to his ruin. It is dangerous to hear the
teaching of Jesus and then to harden one’s heart. Then Satan entered
Judas (3).
The treacherous disciple plotted with the chief priests to betray Jesus
when alone with his disciples. Judas knew that such an opportunity
would come when Jesus went to the Mount of Olives as was his custom
(39). The chief priests gladly paid Judas thirty pieces of silver (4–6; cp.
Matthew 26:14–15). To be tempted by Satan or to be attacked by
him is bad enough, but when the devil enters into a man, he is
doomed to hell. The devil cannot enter a true believer who is able to
resist him in the strength of the Lord (1 Peter 5:8–9)..
The first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread (Thursday) arrived and
Jesus sent Peter and John to prepare the Passover. They would have to
take their sacrificial lamb to be slaughtered in the temple forecourt.
They also had to purchase unleavened bread, wine and bitter herbs and
prepare the room and the feast. Peter and John did not know where they
were to celebrate the Passover. Jesus told them that when they entered
the city, they would see a man carrying a pitcher of water. They were
to follow him to the house he entered; the master of the house would
show them the guest room where they were to eat the Passover (7–12).
Peter and John found it as Jesus had said to them and made the
necessary preparations (13).
This Passover meal was to have great significance. Jesus was to point
the disciples to his own death when he instituted the Lord’s Supper.
This has been left to us as a precious ordinance when we remember
with gratitude all that he has done for us.
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When the Lord Jesus sat down for the Passover meal, he said to his
disciples, ‘With fervent desire I have desired to eat this Passover with
you before I suffer’ (14–15). He greatly loved them (John 13:1) and
wanted them to be with him before he went to the cross. He said that
this was the last Passover that he would celebrate with them on earth
(16, 18). As Jesus celebrated the Passover meal with the twelve
disciples, he warned them that one of them would betray him. He said,
‘woe to that man by whom he is betrayed.’ Judas was on the slippery
slope to hell! The shocked disciples questioned among themselves
which of them would do such a thing (21–23).
The Feast of Unleavened Bread began with the Passover meal when
lamb, unleavened bread and bitter herbs were eaten and wine was
drunk. The bitter herbs were a reminder of the slavery and suffering of
the Israelites in Egypt. The lamb commemorated the protection of
Israel’s first-born when the blood of a lamb slain for each household
was sprinkled on the doorposts and lintel of the house (Exodus
12:1–7): The unleavened bread was a reminder of the haste in which
the Jews escaped from Egypt.Jesus gave his disciples bread and wine
which were symbols of his body and blood to be given for us at
Calvary. He said to them, ‘Do this in remembrance of me’ (17–20; 1
Corinthians 11:24–25). He is ‘our Passover’ (1 Corinthians 5:7) and he
has delivered us from a far greater tyranny than Israel suffered in
Egypt. He has saved us from our sins and from the power of Satan
(John 8:34–36; 1 John 3:8).
Jesus said of the wine that we take at the Communion service, ‘This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is shed for you’ (20). At this
service, we especially remember how our Saviour was tortured and
slain to save us. The holy Son of God was punished for his people’s
sins (Matthew 1:21; 1 Peter 3:18). We must never take our salvation
for granted; it is free but it was purchased at tremendous cost. You
were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your
spirit, which are God’s (1 Corinthians 6:20).
The Lord Jesus had most solemnly spoken of his death as he ate the
Passover with his disciples and had warned that one of them would
betray him (15–23). It is almost beyond belief that the disciples began
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to argue as to which of them should be considered the greatest (24).
This was not the first time that they had argued about greatness
(9:46–48). Jesus told them that they were not to imitate the ways of the
world but to follow his example. They had continued with him in his
trials but needed to see things in their true perspective; he was giving
them a kingdom (25–30; cp. 12:32). True greatness lies in humble
service and Jesus washed the disciples’ feet that evening (John
13:1–11)..
Jesus said to Peter, ‘Satan has asked for you (Greek ‘you’ is plural),
that he may sift you as wheat. But I have prayed for you (Greek ‘you’
is singular), that your faith should not fail’ (31–32). Satan desired to
have all the disciples. Jesus assured Peter that he was praying for him.
It is a great comfort to know that the Lord Jesus is praying for us
(Romans 8:34; Hebrews 7:25). Peter protested that he was ready to go
with his Lord to prison and to death but Jesus told him that before the
cock crowed he would deny him three times (33–34). Peter was full of
self-confidence but he did not know his own heart. Though Satan
wanted to have Peter, he was not allowed his evil desire. God is
sovereign over Satan who cannot touch us without divine permission
(cp. Job 1:12).
The Lord Jesus told his disciples that they would need to make
provision for themselves (35–36). He did not literally mean that they
should rely on swords for their protection. Jesus also told them that the
prophecy from Isaiah 53:12 was about to be fulfilled in him (37).but
their minds were on swords. They misunderstood him, saying that they
had two swords (35–37). Jesus said, ‘Enough of that’ (Hendriksen’s
translation of the end of verse 38). We do not war according to the
flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God
(2 Corinthians 10:3–4).
The Lord Jesus and his disciples went from the house to go to the
Mount of Olives. When they arrived at Gethsemane, he urged them,
‘Pray that you may not enter into temptation’ (41). He took Peter,
James and John apart with him and he knelt down to pray. He said, ‘My
soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death’ (39–41; Matthew
26:36–38). He prayed, ‘Father, if it is your will, remove this cup from
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me; nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done’ (42). His love for us
is so great that he submitted to the Father’s will to be punished for our
sin. He was overwhelmed with anguish as he contemplated this cup of
suffering and sorrow which he had to drink in order to save us from our
sins and give us a cup of blessing (1 Corinthians 10:16).
As he prayed that an angel appeared from heaven to strengthen him.
His sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground
(43–44). When we think of what it cost him to save us, we should
shudder at even the thought of sinning.
Jesus roused his disciples who were sleeping from sorrow and he again
urged them to pray, saying, ‘Why do you sleep? Rise and pray lest you
enter into temptation’ (46). As he was speaking, Judas arrived with a
crowd who were armed with swords and clubs (47; Matthew 26:47).
They arrested Jesus after Judas betrayed him with a kiss. Peter, in an
act of bravado, cut off the right ear of Malchus, a servant of the high
priest. Jesus, full of grace, healed him and said to Peter, ‘Put away your
sword into the sheath. Shall I not drink the cup which my Father has
given me? (48–51; John 18:10–11).
The cowardly chief priests and elders had sent the armed crowd to the
Lord Jesus as if they were to arrest a robber. They had not touched him
while he taught in the temple but this was their hour and the power of
darkness when they would have their own way with him (52–53).
They should have been terrified at being the willing tools of Satan!
Jesus willingly went to death to save us from our sin. What amazing
love! May we willingly obey him, whatever the cost!
After they had arrested Jesus, he was put on trial before the Sanhedrin
that lasted through to the early hours of morning (Matthew 26:57–68).
Peter followed at a distance and sat among a crowd gathered round a
fire in the courtyard of the high priest’s house. He loved his Lord, and
would have been anxious to see what would happen to him, As he
waited, a servant girl looked intently at him and said, ‘This man was
also with him’ but Peter denied it. After a little while he again denied
his Lord and about an hour later another said, ‘Surely this fellow also
was with him, for he is a Galilean.’ Peter denied Jesus for the third
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time (54–60). It was now early morning and before he had finished
speaking, he heard the crowing of a cock,
And the Lord turned and looked at Peter (61). Jesus had been betrayed
by Judas and he was now disowned by one of his closest friends. That
look would have conveyed grief and disappointment, but also love and
yearning for the fearful apostle. Peter saw that look which melted him
and he dissolved into bitter weeping as he remembered the words of
Jesus, ‘Before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.’
We have already seen that Jesus prayed for Peter (31–32) and it is
encouraging to know that he also prays for us (Hebrews 7:25). If you
are burdened by guilt because of some sin in your life, come to the Lord
Jesus and ask him to forgive you. He will accept you and freely forgive
you as you repent of your sin and trust in him.
Luke does not report the preliminary trial of Jesus which took place
following his arrest. The religious authorities decided that Jesus should
be put to death (see Matthew 26:57–66; Mark 14:53–64). After this
trial Jesus was mocked, beaten and spat upon by those guarding him
(63; Matthew 26:67). They blindfolded him and taunted him to
prophesy which of them had struck him and they repeatedly
blasphemed him (64–65). Why did the Lord Jesus submit to such
insults when he could have summoned thousands of angels to destroy
his enemies? (see his words to Pontius Pilate: Matthew 26:53). This
was part of the suffering which he endured to save us from our sins.
We often react very strongly when someone offends or ill-treats us, but
these insults are small when compared with the humiliation suffered by
our great Saviour? We are called to suffer for the Lord, and when we
are mocked, we must follow his example. This means taking suffering
with patience and committing ourselves to the Lord, the righteous
Judge (1 Peter 2:21–23; cp. Philippians 1:29).
The trial of Jesus at night had no legal standing and the council
(Sanhedrin) assembled to condemn Jesus as soon as it was day. They
asked him to say if he were the Christ (Messiah); if he agreed that he
was, they could accuse him before the Roman authorities of setting
himself up as a rival to Caesar. He replied that it was pointless
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answering them because, whatever he said, they would not believe
him.
Jesus told them that the Son of Man would sit at God’s right hand
(66–67; cp. Daniel 7:13). They knew that by saying this he was
claiming to be God, and they asked him, ‘Are you then the Son of
God?’ and Jesus replied in the affirmative (69–70). The Sanhedrin
obtained what they wanted. They could accuse him of blasphemy and
say that he deserved to die (71; cp. Matthew 26:65–66). Let us thank
the Lord Jesus for all that he endured to save us and let us always
strive to please him who for our sakes did not please himself.
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Luke chapter 23

T

he chief priests needed the approval of the Roman governor for the
execution of Jesus. They led Jesus to Pontius Pilate but did not
press religious charges against him; they did this later (John 19:7).
They accused Jesus of inciting the people to refuse to pay taxes to
Caesar (2). This was a deliberate lie (see 20:22–25) and of setting
himself up as a king. This was another lie. They had plenty of religion
but their hearts were wicked.

When Pilate asked Jesus, ‘Are you the King of the Jews?’ he would
have hardly considered the battered and bruised prisoner as a king. His
statement could read, ‘YOU, the King of the Jews?’ Jesus agreed that
he was a king but he said that his kingdom is not of this world; it is a
spiritual kingdom (3; John 18:33−38). Pilate’s verdict was that Jesus
was not guilty, but the chief priests and the crowd became vehement in
accusing Jesus, insisted that he was guilty (4–5). When Pilate
discovered that Jesus was from Galilee, he decided to pass the case
over to Herod Antipas, ruler of Galilee, who was visiting Jerusalem.
Wicked Herod had heard much about Jesus and was very glad for this
opportunity to see him. He wanted to see a miracle performed and he
asked Jesus many questions, but he answered him nothing. Jesus had
nothing to say to the murderer of John the Baptist (6–9). Herod had
been given ample opportunity to repent and to obey God (Mark 6:20)
but it was now too late. God, who is holy, will not satisfy the whims of
proud or wicked men, but he is full of grace to those who truly seek
him. A time comes when the Holy Spirit no longer speaks to those
who persistently refuse to repent (Proverbs 29:1; 2 Corinthians
6:1–2). They are in dire peril!
A frustrated Herod led his soldiers in mocking Jesus. We are not told
why Herod and Pilate had been hostile to each other, but they were now
reconciled. They became friends but they were both the enemies of
God (10–12).
Jesus was sent back to Pilate who summoned the chief priests and the
people to announce his verdict on Jesus. He said three times that he
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found no fault in Jesus and that Herod had also found nothing in him
worthy of death (4,14–15,22). There was a custom of releasing a
prisoner at the Passover feast, and Pilate sought to embarrass the chief
priests by offering to release Barabbas, a notorious criminal, who was
a murderer, or Jesus. He said that he would have Jesus chastened
(beaten) and then released. He was prepared to have a man whom he
had said was not guilty beaten; this would have been a great injustice
but worse was to follow (13–16; Matthew 27:15–20).
Pilate expected the crowd to ask for the release of Jesus but the wicked
chief priests and elders were so determined to have Jesus crucified that
they and the mob with them shouted, ‘Away with this man, and release
to us Barabbas’ (18). The irony is that they had accused Jesus of being
a troublemaker (2,5), but Barabbas was guilty of insurrection and also
murder (19). Pilate again told them that he wanted to release Jesus, but
they shouted, ‘Crucify him, crucify him’ (20–21). Pilate asked them the
third time, ‘Why, what evil has he done? I will therefore chastise him
and let him go’ but his question was not answered (22). They denied
the Holy One and the Just (Acts 3:14) and asked for the release of a
murderer, and he delivered Jesus to their will (23–25). The guilty man
was set free and Christ the innocent was condemned. The Lord
Jesus died to save guilty sinners, the just for the unjust, that he
might bring us to God (1 Peter 3:18).
Give me a sight, O Saviour,
Of thy wondrous love for me,
Of the love that brought thee down to earth,
To die at Calvary.
O make me understand it,
Help me to take it in,
What it meant to thee, the Holy One,
To bear away my sin.
(Katharine A.M. Kelly)

The Lord Jesus was led out of Jerusalem bearing his cross (John
19:16–17), but he was soon unable to bear it because of exhaustion and
the terrible injuries inflicted on him by the Roman soldiers (Matthew
27:27–31; Mark 15:16–20). Simon, from Cyrene (north coast of
Africa, Libya), was compelled to bear the cross of Jesus to Calvary
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(26). This was possibly a great turning point in his life. He was the
father of Alexander and Rufus, who appear to have been Christians
well known to the first readers of Mark’s Gospel (Mark 15:21).
The weeping‘Daughters of Jerusalem’ were not the women who had
faithfully followed Jesus (eg. Mary Magdalene). They were inhabitants
of Jerusalem who may have heard him teaching that very week, and
who recognised that he was the victim of a terrible miscarriage of
justice. Jesus was full of pity for these women and he turned to them
and told them not to weep for him but for themselves and for their
children. Childless women (whom some considered to be cursed)
would be blessed because they would be spared the anguish of seeing
their children killed at the destruction of Jerusalem, when there would
be great terror and slaughter (27–30).
This prophecy was fulfilled forty years later when the Roman army
surrounded Jerusalem following the Jewish rebellion against their rule.
The siege led to famine, starvation and terrible suffering and the
slaughter of a million people. Verse 31 was a common proverb which
may have meant here, ‘If they (the Romans) do this to someone (Jesus)
who is innocent, what will they do to those who are guilty?’
They crucified the Lord Jesus between two criminals and they divided
his garments and cast lots (34; a fulfilment of Psalm 22:18). Jesus
prayed for those who mocked him, condemned and crucified him. His
prayer, ‘Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do’ (34)
was soon answered with the repentance of the dying robber (39–43),
and seemingly, the Roman centurion (47). Do you pray for those who
have wronged you (Matthew 5:44–45)?
The chief priests, scribes and Pharisees rejected the claim of Jesus to
be the promised Messiah (‘the Christ’) and they hated him because he
said that he is the Son of God. To the Jews this was a terrible form of
blasphemy (cp. Matthew 26:63–65; John 5:18) and it would have been
if it were not true. Muslims also hate and vigorously oppose the truth
that Jesus is the Son of God.
As the Lord Jesus hung the cross, his enemies gloated over the
apparent helplessness of the One who said that he was the Son of God,
116

the Messiah King. They taunted him, saying, ‘He saved others; let him
save himself if he is the Christ, the chosen of God’ (35; cp Matthew
27:40–43). Those words had a far greater significance than his enemies
realised. He could have saved himself and come down from the cross,
but he would not! It was not the nails that bound him to the cross, but
his great love for sinners like us.
Had Jesus chosen to come down from the cross, there would be no way
of salvation from sin. He obeyed the will of God the Father to fulfil his
plan to save sinners (Philippians 2:8; Acts 2:23). By one Man’s
obedience many will be made righteous (Romans 5:19). Meditate
upon Christ’s great love and obedience to save us. If you love him,
surely you will want to obey him?
One of the robbers crucified with Jesus challenged him to save himself
and them also if he were truly the Christ. The other criminal rebuked
him, becoming aware of the fear of God, of his own guilt, and of the
power of Jesus to save him (39–42). He had great faith, trusting in
Jesus who was then dying in great weakness and crowned with thorns.
The thief was wonderfully saved even as he hung dying on a cross. He
may have never prayed in his life, but his simple prayer was all that was
needed: ‘Lord, remember me when you come into your kingdom.’ Jesus
assured him that he would be with him in heaven that very day (43;
‘paradise’ = ‘heaven’; cp. 2 Corinthians 12:2–4). No one is beyond
the reach of the grace of God, even when they are dying!
A supernatural darkness lasting three hours came down on the land at
the sixth hour (12 noon). This was not an eclipse of the moon (the
Passover is celebrated at full moon). At 3.00 pm Jesus cried out with
a loud voice, ‘Father, into your hands I commit my spirit’ (44–46). He
chose exactly when he should die (John 10:17,18).
The curtain which separated the Holy Place from the Most Holy in the
temple (Exodus 26:31–33; cp. Hebrews 9:3) was torn in two (45). This
double curtain was 90 feet (14.4 metres) high; it could not have been
torn by human hands. Only the high priest was permitted to go through
this veil into the Most Holy when he made atonement for the sin of the

117

people. Jesus died to allow access to God the Father for all who trust
in him (John 14:6; Ephesians 2:18; Hebrews 10:19–22).
The Roman centurion was profoundly affected by the darkness and the
death of Christ who had been condemned as a criminal. He glorified
God, exclaiming, ‘Certainly this was a righteous Man!’ (47). The
watching crowd beat their breasts (a sign of grief). R.C. Lenski writes,
‘They came to witness a show; they left with feelings of woe.’
J.C. Ryle comments, ‘The Roman officer felt convinced that he had
been superintending an unrighteous action, and crucifying an innocent
person. The gazing crowd were pricked to the heart by a sense of
having aided, countenanced, and abetted a grievous wrong. Both Jew
and Gentile left Calvary that evening heavy-hearted, self-condemned,
and ill at ease’ (EXPOSITORY THOUGHTS ON LUKE, Volume 2, page
481).
Here is love, vast as the ocean,
Lovingkindness as the flood,
When the Prince of life, our ransom,
Shed for us his precious blood.
Who his love will not remember?
Who can cease to sing his praise?
He can never be forgotten
Throughout heaven’s eternal days.

(William Rees)

There was a man named Joseph, a good and a just man (30) who had
been a secret believer (John 19:38). Mark informs us that he was a
prominent council member who plucked up courage and went to Pilate
and asked for the body of Jesus (Mark 15:42–43). The Roman
governor would have recognised Joseph of Arimathea as a member of
the Jewish Sanhedrin. He sent for the centurion to confirm that Jesus
was dead before granting Joseph’s request (Mark 15:44–45). William
Hendriksen points out that according to Roman law, those condemned
to death lost the right to be buried (COMMENTARY ON THE GOSPEL OF
LUKE , page 1043). God’s hand was in all this for under normal
circumstances Pilate would not have granted Joseph’s request.
Joseph’s action meant that Jesus had an honourable burial and that
Scripture was fulfilled (Isaiah 53:9; Acts 13:35–37).
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Joseph was aided by Nicodemus who was a Pharisee and respected
Jewish teacher (John 3:1,10). They may have had servants to help them
as they extracted the nails that bound the body of Jesus to the cross, and
lifted him down. They would have washed his body and then wrapped
it in a linen cloth and embalmed it with spices (see John 19:38–42). It
would seem that Joseph and Nicodemus had begun their preparations
when Jesus was condemned to death. They laid Jesus in Joseph’s
unused family tomb, in a garden at Calvary (50–53; cp. Matthew
27:59–60; John 19:41–42). The women who had followed Jesus, Mary
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome (Mark 16:1) went
into the tomb to see how the body of Jesus was laid (55).
Joseph and Nicodemus knew that they would pay a price for their
confession of Jesus. They would be cast out of the synagogue and lose
their friends on the Sanhedrin and among the scribes and Pharisees (cp.
John 12:42). We hear no more of them after the Gospel accounts, but
they would have the joy of seeing priests and Pharisees being saved
(Acts 6:7; 23:6). Are you a secret disciple? Why are you fearful? The
Lord can make the most timid person bold. If you confess Christ, you
will be greatly blessed and strengthened.
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Luke chapter 24

T

he women who followed the Lord Jesus were faithful to the very
end. They observed his burial before leaving to prepare spices and
oils with which to anoint his body (23:49,55–56). The Sabbath was
observed from Friday sunset to Saturday sunset and the women
returned to the tomb early on Sunday morning. They found that the
stone had been rolled away from the entrance of the tomb, and when
they went in, they did not find the body of Jesus (1–3).
The perplexed women had a further surprise when two angels appeared
to them. They were afraid and bowed their faces to the earth. The
angels asked them, ‘Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is
not here, but is risen!’ They reminded the women that Jesus had told
them when he was in Galilee that he would be delivered into the hands
of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again (4–7; cp.
18:31–34). They remembered his words and went to tell the good news
to the eleven disciples and others; and their words seemed to them like
idle tales, and they did not believe them (8–11). Peter ran to the tomb
to check out the women’s story and saw the linen cloths that had been
wrapped around the body of Jesus. He went away marvelling at what
had happened (12).
Many people still consider the death and resurrection of Christ to be
‘idle tales’ but those of us whom God has graciously saved know
differently. The resurrection of Jesus is good news which declares him
to be the Son of God with power (Romans 1:4). Death could not hold
him (Acts 2:24). He triumphed over death and his resurrection
guarantees that all who belong to him will be raised at his coming to
have new bodies which will be immune from weakness, pain, ageing
and suffering (John 14:19; 1 Corinthians 15:20-28; Philippians
3:20–21; 1 John 3:1–3). Let us persevere in proclaiming the
wonderful gospel news to those around us, even though some will
dismiss it as ‘idle tales’.

Two downcast followers of the Lord Jesus were walking the seven
miles (11 kilometres) from Jerusalem to Emmaus discussing the events
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of the past few days (13–14). As they were talking and reasoning,
Jesus himself drew near but they were restrained from recognising
him. It is encouraging to know that he is near his people in times of
despair and sadness! He asked them what they were talking about and
why they were so sad (13–17). One of them, Cleopas, expressed
surprise that he had not heard that Jesus of Nazareth who was a mighty
Prophet, had been condemned by the chief priests and rulers, and had
been crucified. They had hoped that he would have redeemed Israel but
that hope was now crushed. Their gloom was not lifted by the report of
the women who said that Jesus had risen from the dead (18–24).
Jesus said to them, ‘O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all
that the prophets have spoken!’ He then opened up the Scriptures to
prove that the Messiah had to suffer and to die before entering his glory
(25–27). As they approached Emmaus, they persuaded the stranger to
stay with them. When he prayed before the meal and broke the bread,
their eyes were opened to recognise Jesus. Perhaps they also seen the
nail-prints in his hands? He vanished from their sight and they
remembered how their hearts had burned within them when he talked
with them on the road and opened the Scriptures to them (28–32).
Many Christians have had their faith shaken through listening to the
useless ideas and theories concerning Jesus of those who scorn the
Bible. They have become slow of heart to believe in all that the Bible
teaches. Does this describe you? Has your Bible been left unread
except for a few rushed moments each day? Have you lost the delight
of heartfelt praise and worship? Has prayer become a cold and barren
exercise, rather than a believing and joyful privilege when you bring
your requests to God? If this is true of you, is it any wonder that your
mind is in turmoil like the two on the Emmaus road? Come now to your
risen Saviour. Confess your sin and unbelief, and ask him to forgive
you. He will hear you and restore to you the joy of your salvation.
After the risen Lord had revealed himself to the two at Emmaus, they
were so excited that they immediately returned to Jerusalem to share
their good news. They found the disciples and others were with them,
who said, ‘The Lord is risen indeed and has appeared to Simon Peter’.
The Emmaus pair told them of their meeting with Jesus and how they
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had recognised him in the breaking of bread (33–35). While they were
speaking, Jesus appeared and stood among them. He greeted them with
the words, ‘Peace to you’ (36). He said this to those who had forsaken
him three days earlier when he was arrested, one of them denying him.
No words of condemnation fell from his lips. How gracious and how
kind is our blessed Lord!
They were terrified, thinking that they had seen a ghost. The Lord Jesus
asked them, ‘Why are you troubled? And why do doubts arise in your
hearts? Behold, my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Handle me
and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see I have.’
They had to be convinced that he was the same Jesus who had been
crucified to dispel any lingering doubts that they had concerning his
resurrection, which they were to proclaim with certainty and boldness.
He further proved his bodily resurrection by eating with them (37–43).
Jesus then reminded them of the things that he had taught them during
his ministry. He opened their understanding to comprehend the
teaching of the Old Testament Scriptures concerning himself (44–45).
He then told them that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to
rise from the dead the third day, and that repentance and remission of
sins should be preached in his name to all nations (46–47). It is just
as important to preach the necessity of repentance as it is to preach
the death and resurrection of Christ, yet it is a neglected teaching
among some professing Christians. Without repentance there can be
no remission of sins, no salvation. Jesus told the apostles and those
with them to wait in Jerusalem to receive the promise of the Father
when they would be endued with power from on high (48–49; Acts 1:4).
The Lord Jesus appeared to the apostles and many others and taught
them over a period of forty days before he ascended into heaven (Acts
1:3; 1 Corinthians 15:3–7). He then led the disciples out to Bethany
which is on the eastern slopes of the Mount of Olives, where he lifted
up his hands and blessed them (50). William Hendriksen comments,
‘This act of blessing is more than mere well-wishing. It is an
effective impartation of welfare, peace, and power’ (COMMENTARY
ON LUKE , page 1076). Think about this when you pray for God’s
blessing on someone (see Numbers 6:24–26).
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Jesus blessed them, he ascended into heaven (50–51; see Acts 1:9–11).
They would continue to know blessings heaped upon them from
heaven. The same is true of everyone who is trusting in Christ and
obeying his Word. They have the blessing and the smile of God upon
their lives (cp. Ephesians 1:3).
The disciples no longer had any doubts about the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus. They were quite clear in their understanding that Jesus is
God. And they worshipped him (52). It would be blasphemous to
worship Jesus if he were not God. The Gospel of Luke begins with a
description of the appearance of the angel Gabriel to Zacharias, in the
temple (1:5–23). It ends with the disciples continually in the temple,
praising and blessing God. Their sorrow had given way to great joy
(52–53).
The Lord Jesus now sits at the right hand of the Majesty on high. From
that exalted position he ever lives to make intercession for all who
come to God through him (Hebrews 1:3; 7:25). One day he will return
as King in great power and glory when everyone shall see him and
when every believer will be taken to be with him for ever (Matthew
25:31; 1 Thessalonians 4:14–17; 2 Thessalonians 1:7–10; Revelation
1:7). We serve a risen, ascended Saviour. Let us persevere in our
work for the Lord, whatever trials and difficulties we face. Our
labour is not in vain in the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:57–58).
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