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1 DECEMBER Psalm 66

| will declare what he has done for my soul

Our great privilege as Christians is to belong to God and tshiym

him. He is so glorious and so awesome in his power that we should sing
praises to his name (1-4). The praising Christian is the joyful, happy
Christian! The psalmist calls upon everyoi@me and see the works

of God’(5) and reminds us of God’s miraculous deliverance of Israel
in bringing them through the Red Sea and through the River Jordan (6).
We serve the God who is absolutely sovereign over the nations (7). He
leads us through various trials — the net (a snare), affliction, giqnes
through fire and through water. He does not leave us alone however,
but brings us out to a place of abundance (9-12). Rich blessings often
follow severe trials.

The psalmist was determined to offer his sacrifices to Gdd@ pay

those vows that he had made when he was in trouble (13-15). He also
states a vital principle in prayer: If we are harbouring sin in our hearts,
God will not hear our prayersf | regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord

will not hear(18). If that is the case, we must first come tm fn
repentance for our sin.

The fact that God has done great things in history and has displayed his
power in the earth encourages us, but it is wonderful to know that he
also deals with us as individuals. TR®me and see the works of God’
(5) is now personalisetCome and hear, all you who fear God, and |
will declare what he has done for my so{dl6). The Lord has chosen

us to proclaim his virtues. He has called us outlarkness into his
marvellous light (1 Peter 2:9). Do you ever telhets about the
wonderful work of God who sent his Son into the {doto save
sinners? Do you ever share with others what God hasfdoryeur

soul in saving you and blessing you? Testimonies agreat
encouragement to our fellow-believers as well as a help in wihges

to those who are not savd@lyou are a Christian, you should tell
others what God has done for your soul. If your lig are silent,
could it be that you are not walking with the Lord and that youare
ashamed to confess him?
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31 DECEMBER 3 John, verses 9to 14

Diotrephes, who loves to have the pre-eminence

Diotrephes had a very strong personality which he imposed upon his
local church. He was an ambitious power-seeker who ltovkdve the
pre-eminencetHe may have suppressed a letter which John had sent to
the church (9). He opposed John with malicious words and he ordered
church members not to give hospitality to visiting brethren. Those who
dared to disobey him were put out of the church (10). False teaching
often divides churches, but so do petty tyrants wive to have the
pre-eminenceMany a faithful saint has been grieved and huraby
twenty-first century ‘Diotrephes’ in their church. We mubtays be
careful to recognise that godly leaders also lovenasaae eager to
serve us rather than to boost their own self-image.

John urged Gaius not to be influenced by Diotrephes. He ota® n
imitate what is evil, but what is godill). John refers to another godly
man. Demetrius may have been one of the visiting brothers who needed
hospitality but had been slandered by Diotrephelsn Xommended

him as one who had good testimony from alBind he was faithful to

the truth (12). What kind of testimony do you have at home, at work and
in your church?

John closes his third letter by expressing hisrdetsi come to visit
Gaius (13-14; see also the end of his second )ettehis closing
greetings, John write$eace to you(14). The apostle was mindful of

the difficult circumstances surrounding his beloved frigthel . knew

that we can know God’s peace in the most trying ciramstances

Are you under pressure? Is your faith being sorely tried by the antics
of someone who professes to know Christ? May the God of peace grant
you the grace to persevere and give you his blessing and his peace.
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30 DECEMBER 3 John, verses 5to 8

You do faithfully whatever you do

Gaius had shown the love of Christ in a practical manner (5—6)atie
given hospitality to visiting brethren and strangers, ignoring the threat
of Diotrephes (someone needed to stand up to this tyrant). John urges
Gaius whom he again addresse&atoved’to ‘send them forward on

their journey in a manner worthy of GotHospitality is a vital ministry
(Matthew 10:40-42; Hebrews 13:2) which encouragsgors, the
lonely, and those who may be seeking the Lord. When did you last open
your home to give hospitality?

John sets forth two reasons why Gaius should care for visiting brothers:
1. Because they went forth for his name’s sgReThey worked for

the sake of the Lord Jesus. Missionaries go from our churches amd ofte
leave behind loved ones for the sake of the gospel. They are worthy of
our practical support and they need our encouragement and prayers.
2. When churches set apart and send out missionaries, we ought to
support them thave may become fellow workers for the tr(8h We

share in their ministry by taking an active, prdyéand practical
interest in their ministry. *

Despite all the difficulties in the church, John could commend Gaius,
‘Beloved, you do faithfully whatever you ¢b). What an example! We
should always remember to do everythasgo the Lorgo that we will
honour him (Ephesians 6:7). Are you an eager workemnenchurch
doing faithfully whatever you @dWill the Lord Jesus say to you when
you give account to himyVell done, good and faithful servant... Enter
into the joy of your Lord{Matthew 25:21)Only our best is good
enough for God!

*  We should be cautious about encouraging and stipgathose who have
not been commissioned by any church and who argeaable to no one (though
they would insist that they are answerable to tted).
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1,2 & 3 JOHN

John outlived the other apostles and his letters may have been written
as late as AD 90. His second and third letters are the dhootgss of

the New Testament. John wrote his Gospel to leaddaders to a
life-giving faith in Christ. These are written that you may believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life
in his name’(John 20:31). He wrote his letters to strengthen believers
in their assurance that they possessed eternahiifeto show the
evidence of true faitHThese things | have written to you who believe

in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal
life’ (1 John 5:13).

John’s first readers had been deeply disturbedususéttlied in their

faith by teachers of false doctrine. Some of tHatge teachers had
once been in the church (2:19) and had undermined the assurance of
some of those who were faithful, seeking to entice them away frem t
church (2:18,26). They are described as ‘antichrists’ (2:18) aneé ‘fals
prophets’ (4:1). They claimed to have a superior knowledge of God, but
they were heretical in their beliefs about Christ’'s Persontadwere
ungodly in their behaviour. They denied that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of God (2:22; cp. 4:15; 5:5,10) who had come in 1bslIf to be the
Saviour of the world (4:2,14). They claimed to love God but showed no
love for believers (4:20). They claimed to be sinless but they did not
keep Christ's commandments (1:8,10; 2:4). These false teduhers
probably embraced some form of gnostic teaching.

Gnosticism was one of the heresies that troubled the daulglt It

took on a variety of forms, some of them being akin to the New Age
movement of the present time. The Gnostics taught that mageil i

and spirit is good; thus the body is evil. By a special knowledge (Greek
word for ‘knowledge’ = ‘gnosis’), only known to them, the human spirit
could be released from its material prison and tes&od. They
claimed that the Lord Jesus Christ would not have taken human flesh,
because flesh is evil.



The Greek verbs ('ginosko’ and ‘oida’) translatidow’ are found 35
times in 1 John, chapters 2 to 5. How can we know that we are genuine
Christians? John gives us three tests:—

1. The theological test — that we believe that Jesus is God who
came in human flesh.
2. The moral test
3. The social test

— that we keep God’s commandments.
— that we love our fellow Christians.

John makes two great statements concerning God:—
* ‘Godis light'(1:5).
 ‘Godislove’(4:8,16).

Key words:— ‘love’ (37 times);life’ (11 times) andight’ (5 times).
Outline of 1 John

1. Introduction - 1:1-4

2. Requirements for fellowship with God — 1:5-10

3. Conduct of those who have fellowship with God 2:1-29
4. Children of God and children of the devil — 3:1-13
5. Grounds for Christian assurance - 3:14-24
6. The Spirit of truth and the spirit of error  — 4:1-6

7. The love of God - 4:7-21

8. Love, faith and victory - 5:1-5

9. Witnesses to the deity of Christ - 5:6-12
10. The Christian’s confidence - 5:13-21

For further reading: | very warmly commend.ET'S STUDY THE
LETTERS OF JOHNuy lan Hamilton (Banner of Truth).

All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from the
New King James Version. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson Inc. Used
by permission. All rights reserved.
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29 DECEMBER 3 John,vers es1to 4

| have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth

John again describes himselfi@e elder’(cp. 2 John 1). He wrote this
letter to encourage his beloved friend Gaius (BiuG was a godly
man who stands in sharp contrast to Diotrephes wa® causing
trouble in the church (9-10). Difficulties in the church did not hinder
the growth of his soul but may have strengthened him as he proved the
help of the Lord in such a trying situation. Jolmayed that Gaius
would prosper in all things and be in healgisst as his soul prospered
(2). Would it be safe to pray such a prayer for you?f your physical
health were a reflection of your spiritual conditjon what kind of
state would your body find itself? Do you give too much attention to
your physical well-being, but neglect the prospering of your soul?

John rejoiced greatly to hear that Gaius walkethentruth (3; cp.

2 John, verse 4). He went on to remarkave no greater joy than to
hear that my children walk in truti(4). When John heard that his
children (probably those converted through his m®itnji) were
standing firm against error and living out the bkruhe was much
encouraged. Those who have little concern to know the word of God
and its doctrine are not biblical Christians; ttexg also vulnerable
when confronted with false teaching.

lan Hamilton writes, ‘Once again we see how importamt eentral

“the truth” was to Christ’s apostles. It matteredfpundly to them
what a person believed and how they lived. Paul similarly commanded
Timothy to “follow the pattern of sound words thettu heard from
me”, and “guard the good deposit entrusted to y@uTimothy
1:13-14). The truth is, essentially, what God has revealed concerning
his Son, Jesus ChristET'S STUDY THE LETTERS OF JOHNpage

109).
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28 DECEMBER 2 John, verses 7 to 13

Look to yourselves

It is essential to walk in truth becausany deceivers have gone out
into the world.They refuse to accept that Jesus is God’s promised
Messiah who came in the flesh (7). John urged.osk to yourselves
that we do not lose those things we worked féalse teaching will
spoil our life and witness if we allow it any entrance into curch.

If we remain faithful, we wilkreceive a full reward8).

The Greek word translatémansgresses9) means ‘to go on ahead’ or

‘to go beyond.” Many false teachers have gone &mobd what the
Bible teaches and they no longer remain in the doctrine of Christ. When
they use Scripture they refuse to accept the olsvineaning of its
teaching and have perverse ways of re-interpreting what the Bide s
The religious feminist movement has done this insisting on addressing
God as ‘Mother’.

False teachers may appear to be sincere but they are argi¢hri3the
apostle Paul describes themsavage wolvegActs 20:29). We must

not entertain them in our homes or give them a hearing in our churches.
If we do so, we identify with them in their evil deeds (10-11). These
verses have been misused by some people to shoordafict with
non-Christian relatives or friends. We must seekio the lost to
Christ and we will not do so by isolating ourselves from those who are
lost. Our homes can be greatly used in winning people to Christ. We
must not, however, entertain those who are seeking to undermine our
faith. Never invite Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mormon®ther false
teachers into your home for Bible studies. If they appear to be keen to
know the truth, involve your pastor or a maturedigpwell-taught
Christian to meet them with you.

John recognised that paper and ink are a poor substitute for face to fac
fellowship (12). God's word is very precious but how wonderful it will
be when we see our Saviour face to face in heatelofin 3:2;
Revelation 22:4)Our joy will then be complete!
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2 DECEMBER 1 John 1:1-4

Our fellowship

John opens his Gospel and his first letter by pointingpuke Lord
Jesus Christ who the Word of lifg1; cp. John 1:1,14). The Lord Jesus
was there in the beginning. He has always exid#edtook human
flesh, coming into the world to save sinners (1 Timothy 1:15). John had
been with Jesus during his ministry on earth savhete about
someone he had seen, touched, heard and known. (des3)s has
ascended to heaven, but this does not preventam fraving
fellowship with him. John wrotéTruly our fellowship is with the
Father and with his Son Jesus Chri&).

To have'fellowship’ (Greek, ‘koinonia’) is to have things in common,

to share. What does it mean to have fellowship with God and with his
Son? It means to have peace with him and to know his love filling our
lives; it is to enjoy his presence with us and to know his smile on us as
he leads us and watches over us. To have fellowship with God means
obeying him and living to please him; it is expressed in our prayer life
when we come aside to be alone with him, sharing our joysand
sorrows with him, trusting in him as we bring oequests. It is to
worship and praise him; it is to rejoice in him.oBe who enjoy
fellowship with God are described in Scripture as those who watk wi
him (cp. Genesis 5:24; 6:9). Fellowship with God is a fellowship that
we share with other Christians (&at you also may have fellowship
with us’) and this has very practical consequences as we shall be seeing
in later readings. Without this fellowship our joy is not full or corteple

(4).

The world may despise us or even hate uspbutellowship is with
the Father and with his Son, Jesus Chiiste apostle Paul wrote that
he and his fellow-workers were as filth in the eyes ofvileeld, the
offscouring of all thingg1 Corinthians 4:13). God sees things
differently. We are precious in his sight, his own special peopletér P
2:8). What more could we want? It does not matter that the waed ha
us or treats us with contemp@hristians are the most privileged
people in all the world. How is your fellowship with God?



3 DECEMBER 1 John 1:5-7

If we say that we have fellowship with him

John deals with three claims made by the false teachers whiemate
true. Each of these claims begins with the wottfswe say ...’
(6,8,10).1f we say that we have fellowship with him, andknal
darkness, we lie and do not practise the tr{@h We cannot possibly
have a sinful lifestylewalk in darknessand have fellowship with
God. This should be obvious but there are many professing Christians
who are not concerned about sin in their lives. They are caiiess
vainly assume that because they made a ‘decision for Christhiliey

go to heaven. We are to pursue holinestjout which no one will see
the Lord(Hebrews 12:14). We must never think that sin does not matter
because it does. The practice of sin will blight our lives.

Fellowship with God is fellowship with light. If welaim to have
fellowship with God while allowing ourselves a sinful lifestyle, ave
liars. The message which John and his fellow-apsdibd received
from the Lord Jesus Christ was thaod is light and in him is no
darkness at al(5; cp. Psalm 27:1; John 1:4-9). Why is God called
light? Light speaks of the purity and splendour of God, of his holiness
and his moral perfection. Thou@bod is love(4:8,16), we must also
remember that he igght. The love of God is a glorious theme, but it
must always be taught alongside the holiness of God.

To walk in the light(7) is to lead a holy life in which there is no cover
for sin. We do sin as Christians and we must seek continual eigansi
through the blood of Christ. There is no sin which the blood of Jesus
is unable to cleanse; his blootkanses us from all siand this is the
basis of our fellowship with God and with each other. Ifakirg to
certain sins they will destroy our fellowship with God and with other
Christians. This fellowship is very precious and st®uld always
strive to maintain it and encourage it. We haveangnt things in
common with other believers: our love for the Lord and our fellgevshi
with him, our desire for his glory and for the extension of his kingdom,
our faith, our hope and our destidyre you walking in darkness or

in the light?
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27 DECEMBER 2 John, verses 1to 6

Walking in truth

The second and third letters of John are the shortest books oéithe N
Testament. John describes himseltlas elder’; this probably refers to

his office as amverseerin the church rather than his age. We cannot
be sure whethehe elect lady1) is a specific individual or whether she

is a church. The church is the bride of Christ and verse 13 may mdicat
that theelect sisteis a sister church (cp. 1 Peter 5:13). John repeats the
emphases found in his first letter: the necesdityoorect views of
Christ, that he is the Son of God who came in the fleshqvé for
fellow-Christians; and keeping God’s commandments (5-6).

John’s phraséove in truth(1) reminds us that it is truth which binds
Christians together in lov8ruth and love(3) are inseparable twins
which are vital if we are to please God. Truth is important! Wbed

‘truth’ is found in each of the first four verses of this letter. Traithoit
tolerant of error; it is too important and too precious to comp(ofs.
Proverbs 23:23). We must resist pressures to water down the truths of
the gospel or to follow those who have drifted from God'’s word.

John’s greeting (3) appears to be similar to those of Paul (eg14{us

but there is a difference (not apparent in the Authorised Verdibe).
Greek has the future tenggrace, mercy, and peace will be with you,
etc.John is saying that when truth binds our heartettogy, grace,
mercy and peace will always be our portion. John rejoiced greatly that
he had found some who wenalking in truth(4). The phrasgour
children may refer to members in their churéWalking in truth is

more than believing the truth; it is living out thrith in our lives,
loving one another and walking according to God’s commandments.

The apostle reminds us of the new commandment given by the Lord
Jesusthat we love one anothéb; cp. John 13:34). If we truly love the
Lord, we will seek to please him by walkiragcording to his
commandmentand this also involves walking in love (&Yalking in
truth; walking according to his commandmeniglking in love.How

are you walking?
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26 DECEMBER 1 John 5:18-21

Little children, keep yourselves from idols

John brings his letter to a close by again drawing our attention to three
great certainties of the Christian life, introducing each vighwords,
‘we know:

1. We know that whoever is born of God does naoflsih He will not
remain in sin, he keeps himself from sinning. The Christian dives

(cp. 1:8-9) but he is no longer under the domirebsin (Romans
6:14). Some commentators believe that the wéesps himselfin

the second part of the verse should be ‘keeps him’ as rendered in some
manuscripts. Seen this way, it means that JesustClhine only
begotten Son of God keeps us. This is true whetharot their
interpretation of this verse is correct He keeps us ftewicked one

so that he cannot harm us or cause us to continue in sin.

2.  We know that we are of Gdd9). The whole world lies in the
power ofthe wicked on€Satan) but we are secure in Christ. The world
may hate us and persecute us but God loves us. If God loves us and is
for us (Romans 8:31,37), what have we to fear?

3. We know that the Son of God has come and has gisem
understanding20). Thank God for spiritual enlightenment thash
brought us t&know him who is truégenuine). We cannot have eternal
life unless we know the God who is revealed in the pages of the Bib
and through our Lord Jesus Christ (cp. John 17:3). We worship the one
true God. The gods other religions are false.

False gods are idols even though they may not peesented by
images of wood, stone or met&atan dangles all kinds of idols
before us to draw us away from the true GodThere are the idols of
false religions (such as the New Age), of matemal® of seeking
worldly advancement and the praise of men. lan Hamiwrites,
‘Idols are anything and anyone that would replace the Lord God as the
chief delight of our heartsLET'S STUDY THE LETTERS OF JOHNpage

86). Little children, keep yourselves from id¢&l).
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4 DECEMBER 1 John 1:8-10

If we say that we have no sin

The heretics who troubled John'’s first readers probably held afype
gnostic belief. The gnostics (Greek ‘gnosis’ = knowledge) claimed tha
salvation is obtained through a special knowledgly cevealed to
themselves. This so-called knowledge was used as a cloak for all kind
of wicked behaviour which was not regarded as sin. If such a lifestyle
is not sinful, we are not sinners, we have no sin and we do not need a
Saviour. John was quite emphatic in his rejection of such hetesg

say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us(8). We all sin because we all have a sinful nature. If weumethat

we no longer sin as Christianvge deceive ourselvé¢s).

If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is
not in us(10; cp. Matthew 15:18-20; Romans 3:10,23; 5:12). Some
people believe that they have not sinned because they are good citizens;
they are kind and helpful to others. They believe that their good works
make them acceptable in the sight of God. It is only when we eealis
that we are sinful that we see our need of a Saviour.

We mustconfess our sing we want to maintain our fellowship with

God (9). Confessing sin is more than admitting that we are sinners; we
must hate sin and turn from When did you last name and confess

a specific sin or failure in your life and ask the Lord to akanse you
through the blood of Christ? There is a great promise in verse 9 for

all who confess their sinsle is faithful and just to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousné&ssd’s promise is true and

he isjust (or ‘righteous’) to remove all condemnation from us because
Jesus was punished in our place. What a wonderful message! What a
wonderful Saviour! Let us rejoice in him.

Because the sinless Saviour died,
My sinful soul is counted free;
For God, the Just, is satisfied
To look on him, and pardon me.
(Charitie Lees Bancroft)



5 DECEMBER 1 John 2:1-11

If anyone sins

God is‘faithful and just to forgive us our singl:9), but we must never
have an easy-going attitude to sin. The very idea that we can continue
with a sinful lifestyle because grace and forgivesmare free is
emphatically denied in God’s Wor8hall we continue in sin that grace
may abound? Certainly nofRomans 6:1-2). The Christian is no
longer under condemnation because of the finishexkwf Christ
through his death and resurrection (Romans 8:1\8#)have seen
however, that though sin no longer reigns ovemss still have the
remains of sin within us. This leads us to Chrigi'esent work in
heaven on our behallf anyone sins, we have an advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteo(). As our Advocate (the same
Greek word is used of the Holy Spirit‘@omforter’ or ‘Helper’ — John
14:16,26), and great High Priest, the Lord Jesus pleads our cause at the
Father’s right hand (Romans 8:34; Hebrews 1:3; 7:25; 8:1).

Before the throne of God above

| have a strong, a perfect plea;

A great High Priest, whose name is Love,

Who ever lives and pleads for me. (Charitie Lees Bancroft)

Some, who claim to be Christians, reject the plain teaching &ikie
concerning the wrath of God. God is angry with sinners (Romans 1:18)
and his holy wrath abides on all who do not trust in Christ (John 3:36).
The sacrifice of Jesus ie propitiation for our sing2). The meaning

of ‘propitiation’ is the removal of wrath by the offering of a gift.
Christ’s sacrifice at Calvary is the propitiation which turns Gddly

and righteous anger away from us so that we receive mercyisitsis
propitiation ... for the whole worldhis does not mean that everyone
will be saved, but that Jew, Gentile and every race may be rebghed
God’s mercy. God’s anger is only turned away from those who belong
to him, who are ‘in Christ'.

Christian, think of all that the Lord Jesus has donefor you and
praise him with all your heart.

25 DECEMBER 1 John 5:12-17

The confidence we have in him

The expressionve knowis repeated several times in this chapter
(2,13,15,18,19,20). Satan wants to undermine our faith in Christ and
John wrote his letter so that we would have assurance and knavethat
have eternal life (13He who has the Son has I{fe2). Do you know

that you have this new life in the Lord Jesus? Is your faith in him real?
Do not be content with sham religion which lacke tieality of
fellowship with God and the blessings that such fellowship brings. If
you do not have the Son of God, you do not have spiritual life (12).

The Greek word translatembnfidenceg(14; cp. 2:28; 3:21) carries the
idea of ‘boldness in speech’ (it is translaeddnessn 4:17).Now this

Is the confidence that we have in him, that if we ask anything angordi
to his will, he hears ugl4-15). This promise is truly amazing but it
does not mean that we can be like spoiled children, getting from God
all that we want. We must ask according to his Wik are more
likely to pray in line with God's will if we love and obey hm and

if we love our fellow-Christians. Unconfessed sin will hinder our
prayers. We must walk in the light (1:7; cp. Psalm 66:18).

John gives an example of prayer in the case of a sinning brother who
sinsa sin which does not lead to dedt6—17). John does not tell us
what sin it is that leads to death. He may have had in mind timnga

of the Lord Jesus concerning the blasphemy ag#iesHoly Spirit
(Luke 12:10). False Christians are lost but the true believer cannot be
finally lost though he may backslide. Those who once professed Christ
are able to fall into a sin which leads to death. A time may come when
the Lord will give them no further desire or opportunity to repent.

All unrighteousness is sif17). We must never deceive ourselves into
thinking that ‘little sins’ do not matter. All sin grieves the H&8pirit
and spoils our Christian testimony. These verses encourageres/to
for backsliders. If we bring them to God in prayer he will give fes li
for them (if their profession of faith was real)hifik about the
backsliders known to you and now bring them to God in prayer.
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24 DECEMBER 1 John 5:6-12

The witness of God

Jesus Christ cammt only by water, but by water and blo@&]. Water

is the symbol of his baptism which was to fulfil aghteousness
(Matthew 3:15) and blood points to his sacrificial ttheBor sinners.
Some false teachers claimed that the divine Chaistecupon Jesus
when he was baptised (coming by water) but left him befongdse
crucified. They believed it was the man Jesus who died. Such heresy
carried with it a denial of Christ’'s death as an atonement for sin. Many
unbelieving modernists today teach that Jesus was only a man and they
deny that his death was a substitutionary sacrifice for sinners.

The historical fact of the baptism and crucifixiohthe Lord Jesus
Christ and the testimony of the Holy Spirit form a threefold witness to
him (6,8; cp. John 15:26). The witness of Gois greater than the
witness of men (9). The Father declared Jesus toido&on at his
baptism (Matthew 3:17); the Holy Spirit declared horbe the Son of
God by his resurrection from the dead (Romans 1:4). If we rejext thi
witness concerning Christ, we accuse God of beifigrg10). The
Christian also has the witness within himself (10). We know that Jesus
is the Son of God who died and rose from the dead to save siboers.
you have this witness within you?

God has testified that Jesus is his Son and that eternaltiifée found

only in him (9,11). What is this eternal life? It speaks of ourigler
future with the Lord in heaven. Death does not have the last word for
the believer (Revelation 20:4). The life that we have in God'siSon
more than having everlasting life in glory, however; it is an alteget
better quality of life that comes from the enjoyment of fellowstith

God in Christ (1:3; John 14:23; 17:3). His love has been poured out in
our hearts by the Holy Spirit; we have his joy and peace in our hearts
(Romans 5:5; John 16:33; 17:13; Philippians 4:7).

Verses 7 and 8 read as follows in early Greek maits: ‘For there are three
that bear witness: the Spirit, the water, and th@old; and these three agree as
one.’The remaining words first appeared in a Latin nsaript hundreds of years
after the death of John.
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6 DECEMBER 1 John 2:1-6

By this we know that we know him

John wrote out of great pastoral concern for themdy Christians
whom he addressed ‘agy little children’. False teachers had unsettled
them in their faith, suggesting that they did not really know God. The
apostle writes to reassure them that they are genbelievers by
emphasising certain tests that reveal the evidence of trug34itB).

He highlights one of these tests in today’s Bible reading.

Some Christians rightly emphasise that salvation is throughdiaitie

in Christ and his sacrifice but they make the mistake of iegethe

need of a righteous life as an evidence of saving faith. They may lead
God-honouring lives, but they believe that looking for holy living as an
evidence of salvation is legalism. However, John is quite @&gahis

we know that we know him, if we keep his commandr(®@ntdere is

the ‘moral test’ which we must apply to our lives. It is posdiblgttend
church services regularly and to convince ourselves that we know the
Lord, and yet have little concern to obey the teaching of the Bible. If
this is the case, we deceive ourselves, and like twbgeclaim that

they have no sin, we are liars (4; cp. 1:8).

Our righteous Saviour paid a tremendous price for our salvation and he
rightly expects much of us. He chose us and calledo be holy
(Ephesians 1:4; 1 Peter 1:15-16). His great igvgerfectedn us
(achieves its design) when we keep his word (4kBeping God’s
word means walking as Jesus walked in glad obedience to thef will
God the Father (6; cp. John 6:38; Hebrews 10:7)ttihdav Henry
comments, ‘They who profess to be on his side, and to abide with him,
must walk with him, after his pattern and exampke Christ-like life

is an evidence of salvation.



7 DECEMBER 1 John 2:7-11

A new commandment

The Lord Jesus told his disciples at the Last Suplpat the cup
represented his blood of the new covenant sheantomy for the
remission of sins (Matthew 26:28). The new coverastd brings a

new commandmentA new commandment | give to you, that you love
one another; as | have loved you, that you also love one angfiwdm
13:34). The apostle reminds us of this in verse 8. This commandment
is also ‘old’ in the sense that they had received it fromithe they
followed Christ from the beginning- verse 7).

Thenew commandmentas perfectly shown in the life and death of the
Lord Jesus; brotherly love was also seen in theslief John’s first
readersif you). Whatever false teachers said to undermine their
Christian assurance, their love for their fellow-Christians arasgther
evidence of true faith in Christ; this is the ‘social testthe fellowship
test’.

If we have any hatred in our heart for other believers we must goesti
our salvation. If we hate a brother or sister in Christ, wegailey of
murder in the sight of God (3:12-15). Such hatréil zause us to
grope in darkness; it will keep us from walking in the light andgby
Christ. We will cause ourselves and others to stani®-11). Only
those who walk in the light can enjoy fellowship with God anthwi
each other (cp. 1:7). Christian love is more than not hating others. We
shall see in chapter 3, verses 16-18 that Christian love is practatal
must be seen in action.

lan Hamilton writes, ‘Hating the people we say are our bretlair
fellow believers, exposes the emptiness and sdlisien of our
Christian profession ... The absence of brotheolelis telling
evidence of an unrenewed, unsaved life. When we handle something,
our fingerprints mark it. When God savingly touches a life, he leaves
his “fingerprints” all over it’ (ET'S STUDY THE LETTERS OF JOHN,
page 17)Are his ‘fingerprints’ on your life?
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23 DECEMBER 1 John 5:1-5

Whatever is born of God overcomes the world

Knowing God and loving him makes all the difference to us. We then
delight to obey him and find thdtis commandments are not
burdensomé3). lan Hamilton points out that ‘God’s commands are no
more burdensome to a Christian than wings are burdensome to a bird’
(LET'S STUDY THE LETTERS OF JOHNpage 72). God’s commands are
good (Psalm 19:7-11) and if we love Christ, we will gladly keep his
commandments, including his command to love ondhargJohn
13:34-35; 14:15).

The world may hate us (3:13) but it also seeksettuse us and to
mould us into its godless way of thinking (cp. Romed2:2). The
seduction faced by 21st century Christians is farersophisticated

and subtle than that of the 1st century AD. The internet has not onl
given us access to an immense store of knowledgs,also an
instrument which has ensnared many into pornography and sexual sins;
it has also for many become a time-waster. Are we as enttitisieset

time aside for prayer and to study God'’s precious word as we are to sit
in front of a computer or to engage in social networking?

The phrasevercomes the worlid repeated three times in verses 4 and
5. Three different reasons are given for our victory over the world:

1. Our new birthWhatever is born of God overcomes the wé4id
2. Our faith.We trust in a great God who will never fail us (4).
3. Our beliefthat Jesus is the Son of G(&).

The child of God has many battles with the world ad all its
attractions but we must not allow it to intimidate us or sedce us.
Our victory over the world and its ruler is assured (cp. 2:13-14).
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22 DECEMBER 1 John 5:1-5

Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God

The three tests of Christian profession are again set out invibiesss
— our belief in Jesus as the Christ, the Son of,®od love for the
children of God and our obedience to his commandments.

The word of God again insists that unless we believe that Jelsas, w
came in the flesh, is the promised Messiah, the Son of God, we cannot
know God, we are ndiorn of God(1). This problem is not confined

to the early church. There are many preachers today iamo that
Jesus was no more than a man, albeit a great maravhot have
fellowship with churches or individuals who teatistheresy (cp.
Galatians 1:6-9).

It is not enough, however, to say that we believe that ‘Jesus i®the S

of God’. Demons acknowledge this great truth (cp. Matthéiw&:

God brings us to new birth and it should be obvious that if we love him,
we should also love our fellow-Christians who have also beguotten

of God (1). The same Greek word is transladtbevermandeveryone

in verse 1. We belong to the same spiritual family as other bediaver

have the same heavenly Father, we rejoice in the Lord Jesus who died
to save all of God’s children, and the Holy Spirit dwells in all otiG
children.How can we not love one another?

lan Hamilton writes, ‘What we read here is a huge challenge 10 us.
is all too easy to love those who belong to our denomination or group
and who agree with us. But how are we to relate to Christians who are
different from us? The new birth unites us to Gol@dmily and,
somehow, without letting go our deeply held biblical convictions, we
must express that family unity in the way we thofkand treat one
another... There will inevitably be differences among Christians ... But
our differences are “family differences” and so we should eveafspe
the truth in love” one to the other (Ephesians %:15his does not
mean that we do not seek to instruct, challenge, an esfeuke one
another. It does mean, however, that we do soamsil§y”’ (LET'S
STUDY THE LETTERS OF JOHNpages 71-72).
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8 DECEMBER 1 John 2:1 2-14

Your sins are forgiven ... you have known the Father

John now addresses three groups of Christians in different stages of the
Christian life:—

» Little children. Those who are new believers, who are ‘babes’ in
Christ. They are young in the faith and vulnerable to the wiles of the
devil and to seduction by false teachers.

» Fathers.Those who are advanced and mature in the faith, having
years of Christian experience behind them.

* Young menThose who have grown in grace and in the knowledge
of God and are strong in him.

Little children’(12—-13). John also uses this term when addressing all of
his readers (1,28; 3:7,18; 4:4; 5:21). The Greek word, ‘teknia’ is used
as an expression of affection. In verses 13 and 18 of this chapter, the
words‘little children’ translate the Greek noun ‘paidia’, plural of
psidon which means ‘a young child’ or ‘infant’.hlois addressing
those who are young in the faith. Their experience is thatl @fho

come to faith in ChristThey know the forgiveness of their sins and
they have been brought into a personal relationship with(@adhave
known the Fathgr

If you are a new Christian, think about these two wonderful privslege
Your sins are forgiven you for his name’s sakdyou have known the
Father. Your sins alienated you from God and you were under divine
condemnation; you were lost and without hope but all is now changed
(Ephesians 2:1-13Your sins are forgiveand you have eternal life
(John 3:16; Romans 5:1; 8:1; Ephesians 1:7). You may not be able to
pray like those who have been Christians for many years, you may feel
frustrated because you have so much to learn from the Bible, you may
struggle in your new Christian life, but be encouraged. You now know
almighty God. You can pray to him and be assured that he will listen
to your cries. He lovingly watches over you and cares for you. He will
never fail you.Do not be content to remain a spiritual child, but
grow in the grace and knowledge of your precious Saour
(Ephesians 4:14; 2 Peter 3:18).
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9 DECEMBER 1 John 2:12-14

You are strong, and the word of God abides in you

When John writes oyoung merhe is referring to both male and
female, those who have grown in grace and in the knowledge of God
and are strong in him. Such believers have knowghrspiritual
conflict but they have overcome the wicked one (Satan) in tegstr

of Christ. John said of theriYou are strong, and the word of God
abides in you.’

There are many weak Christians in our churches aght to be
strong. They have professed to be followers of Christ for years, yet they
are weak (cp. Hebrews 5:12-14); they have never really known what
it is to overcome the wicked on€hough they acknowledge the vital
importance of prayer, they hardly pray and do not bother to go to the
prayer meetings of their church. They are worldly-minded and forget
that they will be called to account when the Lord Jesus s@gain

(1 Corinthians 3:11-15).

The word of God commands u8e strong’ (1 Corinthians 16:13;
Ephesians 6:10). We must know the word of God thoroughly and be
biblical in our thinking if we are to have spiritual strengife must
trust in the Lord at all times and obey his holy will. How isittwyou?

Are you frequently defeated in the Christian warfare, orare you
overcoming the wicked one?

Those who aréfathers’ are men and women who are advanced and
mature in the faith, having years of Christian experience behind the
They have known him who is from the beginniflge Lord Jesus
Christ; cp. 1:1). They have proved the Lord Jesus to be very precious
to them and faithful over many years. Some may no longer have the
physical capacity to serve as once they did but their prayers, example,
and counsel are a great blessing to their locatathidonour and
respect those who are true spiritual ‘fathers’ and follow heir godly
example.
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21 DECEMBER 1 John 4:17-21

Perfect love casts out fear

John writes of God’s love beingerfected in usvhen we love one
another (12, 17; cp. 2:5). What does John mearhis® fThe Greek
word translategherfectedmeans ‘completed’ or ‘fulfilled’. God’s love
is fulfilled in us when we love each other and thishgs two great
blessings into our lives:

«  We may have boldness in the day of judgni&nt The love of
God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy §pidtnans 5:5).
When we experience the love of God and reflect the image of @hrist
our lives, we do not fear the day of judgment. The almighty Judge is
also our heavenly Father.

* Fear is driven out of our lives becaysa&fect love casts out fear
(18). Fear involves tormentt saps our strength, it causes sleepless
nights, it robs us of our joy and peace. God is love and when his love
is perfected in us we will not allow anxious thoughts to blight our lives
On the night before he was crucified, the Lord Jesus said to his fearful
disciples,'Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afrajdohn
14:27). Child of God, your Saviour loves you and does not want you
tormented by fear. If your mind is in turmoil with anxiety, coméita

who is perfect in his love. Repent of any sin that besets you andask hi
to banish your fear and to fill you with his love and peace. He t@ares
you. He will never let you go, nor will he let you down.

Why does the Christian show the love of Christ in his lifé®ldecause
he first loved ug19).

How helpless and hopeless we sinners had been
If he never had loved us till cleansed from our sin!

We are liars if we say that we love God but hate our brother (19-21).
If we have any hatred in our heart for a brother or sister br whom
Christ died, we know nothing of Calvary love.
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20 DECEMBER 1 John 4:7-16

God is love

These verses again return to the command of the Lord Jesus to love one
another (cp. 2:7-11; 3:11-18). Love is at the head of the list ofuihe fr

of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22), and when seen in our lives, it is an
evidence that we have been born of God. We alev®one another,

for love is of God and everyone who loves is born of God and knows
God (7). This does not mean that all who are loving belong to the Lord.
That is contrary to the teaching of the Bible. John also ssdise need

for correct belief in Christ and for obedience to God’s commandments
(15; cp. 3:22).

Those who are born of God love the Lord and his pebjg@evho does

not love does not know God, for God is I¢8€.6). We are to love one
another, becauggod so loved ugll). If we are harsh and unloving we
deny our profession of love for the Lord and our faith in iNo.one

has seen God at any tirbat the evidence that he lives in us can be seen
when we love each other (12-13).

God is love(8,16). This wonderful truth is so often misunderstood. It
does not mean that he will not punish sinners. If God ignored human
wickedness, we could not possibly trust in him hseahis justice
would always be in doubt. God hamnifestedshown) his love by
sending his only begotten Son into the world to be our Savioie

the propitiation for our singurning his wrath away from us (9-10,14).

God lovingly watches over us and nothing can seépara from his
love (Romans 8:35-39).et us think about the love of God and
come to him with heartfelt gratitude and praise. Let us ds him to
give us grace to show his love in our lives today

Love divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of heaven, to earth come down,
Fix in us thy humble dwelling,
All thy faithful mercies crown.
(Charles Wesley)
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10 DECEMBER 1 John 2:15-17

Do not love the world or the things in the world

John gives us a very solemn warning against worldlin®ssnot love

the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the worldowe

of the Father is not in hin(15). You may wonder how this fits in with
God’s loving the world (John 3:16). God’s love is not for the wicked
ways of the world but for people of all races. Thise is not
self-seeking but self-sacrificing; because God loved, he gave his only
begotten Son to die for sinners. lan Hamilton comtaghat the
‘world’” we are not to love has a darker, more dignsneaning. ‘It
stands for an organized system that hates and openly defiem@od a
his Son (see John 15:18-25YET'S STUDY THE LETTERS OF JOHN
page 21).

We often find it far easier to love the world than to love our sTian
brothers and sisters (cp. 10,15). Love for otherpiires self-denial
while love of the world panders to self-indulgen@¢orldliness is
revealed by more than what we may say or do; it is an attitudee of t
heart. The worldly person is driven along by (16):

*  The lust of the flesh the desires of our old, sinful nature.

* The lust of the eyes coveting things that we do not have.

* The pride of life — the determination to keep ahead of our
neighbour, to be full of self-esteem.

What are we to do when tempted by worldly desiresWe must
remember how much the Lord Jesus loves us and what it cost him to
save us. We must die to those things which hinder our walk with the
Lord and not allow the world to fashion our thinking (Romans 12:2).

| thirst, but not as once | did,

The vain delights of earth to share;
Thy wounds, Emmanuel, all forbid
That | should seek my pleasures there.

It was the sight of thy dear cross
First weaned my soul from earthly things;
And taught me to esteem as dross
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11 DECEMBER 1 John 2:15-17

He who does the will of God abides for ever

We live in a time of enormous challenge and need when Christians are
despised and persecuted. At the same time, false sects giohsedire
deceiving millions. The witness of many small churches is maintained
by faithful and often elderly believers. Howevdrgte are many
professing Christians who are content to drift ajomith little
commitment to Christ; their time and money is dedoto pleasure
rather than interests of God’s kingdom. They cannot stir themselves to
be at both services each Lord’s Day and they are rarely atdierpr
meeting. Their Bible is not read daily and they hardly pray; they are not
walking with the Lord. They are not motivated by love for the Lord but
by a love for the worldDoes this describe you? Do you take John’s
solemn warning to heart?If anyone loves the world, the love of the
Father is not in hin('15).

Worldliness is a greater enemy to the church than persecutiopsit sa
spiritual strength and leads to lukewarmness in the Christiatide.
must never think that we will ever be immune from the temptations of
the world. Demas, one of Paul’s closest companitmrsook the
apostlehaving loved this present wor(@ Timothy 4:10).

God has made us for himself to really know him, love himship

and serve him. He alone can satisfy our deepestsesich are
spiritual. When pleasure-seeking is our ‘god’ we aever satisfied
and there is an aching void which this world can never fill (Ecdéss
2:11). This world, with all its lusts, is passing aw It will soon

disappearbut he who does the will of God abides for dvaving the
promise of eternal life and heaven (17,25).

Fading is the worldling’s pleasure,
All his boasted pomp and show.
Solid joys and lasting treasures,
None but Zion’s children know.
(John Newton)
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19 DECEMBER 1 John 4:1-6

Test the spirits

Many Christians have been deceived by friendly smooth-tongued false
teachers. Make no mistake about it, these people are agents afithe de
(cp. 2 Corinthians 11:13-15). They may be religiougioey are of the
world (5). We must always keep the warnings of God’s word fixed in
our minds, especially when anyone comes with some new teaching or
some new thingBeloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the
spirits, whether they are of Gdd). lan Hamilton reminds us that ‘the
test is not whether the preacher is impressive l@sdnessage
attractive, but whether what he says is tru&ET'S STUDY THE
LETTERS OF JOHNpage 54).

Any religion (such as gnosticism, that troubled the early church) which
denies that Jesus is God the Son, who came to earth in the figsk is
andis the spirit of the Antichrigi2—3). Heretical cults generally deny

the deity of the Lord Jesus and refuse to believe that the Holy iSpirit

a Person of the Godhead. When shown Scriptures which plainly teach
these truths but they are so enslaved in their deception that they refuse
to listen.He who is not of God does not hear us. By this we know the
spirit of truth and the spirit of errof6).

Some occult practices have found their way into ¢harismatic
movement (eg. visualisation, healing of the memgyi&Some
Christians refuse to test charismatic claims because tbegfraid of
questioning what is claimed to be a work of the Holy Spirit. They are
understandably cautious of saying or doing anything that would grieve
the Spirit. However, it is just as bad to suggeat gome unbiblical
doctrine or practice is of the Holy Spirit as it is to questiagenuine
manifestation of the Spirit. If any teaching or ghiae (eg. inner
healing) is not found in God’s word we must reject it. Many boast that
their wild manifestations and bizarre practices are of tby Bpirit.

Do not be deceivebut test the spiritsWe must also judge their
prophecies (1 Corinthians 14:29p do this, you need to know the
word of God, you need to be biblical in your thinking.
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18 DECEMBER 1 John 3:21-24

If our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence towaod G

When we lack assurance of salvation we generally lose confidence in
prayer; we do not pray with faith nor do we expect God to answer our
prayerslf our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence toward
God(22). lan Hamilton observes, ‘This is as far removed from pride-
fillled presumption as light is from darkness. @wonfidence is not
based on anything we are or have done, but on Godisious
acceptance of us in Christ§T'S STUDY THE LETTERS OF JOHNpage

50).

When we seek to please the Lord, our heart will not condemn us and
we can be sure that God will answer our prayers-g2). And
whatever we ask we receive from him, because we ke
commandments and do those things that are pleasimgs sight.
Notice that the commandments that John particularly refer eodrer

that we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one
another(23). What a marvellous promise we have here! Think
about it and be encouraged as you come to God in prayer.

We must remember however, that as children of God, we would not ask
him for anything that is displeasing to him. We should seek the glory
of God and the good of his people in our petitions, praying according
to his will (5:14-15). Verses 23 and 24 have theehtests of true
Christian profession — believing on the name ofi§€thidoctrinal),
loving one another (social) and keeping his commandments (moral).

Come, my soul, thy suit prepare,
Jesus loves to answer prayer;
He himself has bid thee pray
Therefore will not say thee nay.

Thou art coming to a King,
Large petitions with thee bring;
For his grace and power are such,
None can ever ask too much.
(John Newton)
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12 DECEMBER 1 John 2:18-23

The Antichrist is coming

We turn to the theological test of genuine faith in these verbedast
hour (‘the last time, AV verse 18) does not refer to the period
immediately before Christ’s return, but to the whole of the gospel age.
John warns us thahe Antichrist is coming18). This man is also
described a&he man of sin ... the son of perdition ... the lawless one’
(2 Thessalonians 2:3,8). He will be the leaderibelihe great
deception and lawlessness which shall precedeetivenr of Christ.
Who is he? We cannot be sure. The Reformers believed that the pope
was the Antichrist (The 1689 Baptist Confession and The Westminster
Confession of Faith also take this view). It iséik that the final
Antichrist will be a religious leader who will dergat Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God (22-23; 4:1-3).

We should not spend time on speculating aboutdeetity of the
Antichrist becauseven now many antichrists have co(h8). False
teachers still cause havoc among Christians. Those known to John once
belonged to the church but they were agents of r5€it8). They
appeared to be Christian but they eventually showed their true colours.
How can we recognise such antichrists today? They deny that Jesus is
the Christ, that he is God the S@2-23). They are found within the
professing church and among sects such as Jehowétmesses or
Christadelphians. Others who troubled the earlyrchdaught that
Jesus was born a man and that he died a man. They said that he was
anointed as the Christ at his baptism and that tleéenéing left him
before he went to the cross.

Every Christian has the gifa anointing of the Holy Spirit (20) who
guides us into all truth (John 16:13). That is theological test of
genuine faith. False teachers are often very plausible laadgnt in

their manner but we must not allow ourselves to be deceived by them.
Those who teach that there are many ways to God and that other
religions are just as valid as Christianity in the sighof God are
antichrists. Let us beware of them.
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13 DECEMBER 1 John 2: 24-27

This is the promise that he has promised us — eternal life

John’s first readers knew the truth (21) and he now uffiestefore let

that abide in you which you heard from the beginni{2g). The word
abide means ‘continue’ (cp 1 Timothy 2:15) or ‘remailiVe must
abide (continue) in the truths of God’s word if wee to abide
(continue) in the Son and in the Father. Error adsewitching
fascination and many people begin well but afterwards depart from the
truth (cp. Galatians 3:1). The Christian church haanlteoubled by

false teachers throughout its history and most of the books in the New
Testament contain warnings against them. These people try to deceive
us and to turn us away from the truths of the gospel (26).

Why do some Christians fall into error? If we ar&t hiving in
obedience to the Lord, we grieve the Holy Spirip.(Ephesians
4:25-30), and we lose his blessing upon our lives. If wadawalk

with the Lord, we make ourselves vulnerable to decegiahother
attacks from Satan. Why listen to false teachers who often makty e
promises as they peddle their errors? God, who cannot lie, has given us
many wonderful promise3his is the promise that he has promised us
— eternal life(25). What more can we desire, than to live forever with
our Lord in heaven, enjoying him and serving him?

John statesyou do not need that anyone should teach yau). He
does not mean that we have no need of instructiomofim godly
pastors and teachers (cp 2 Timothy 2:2), but that wehould not
listen to false teachersWe have the anointing of the Holy Spirit who
will lead us into all truth as we prayerfully read the word of God a
hear it preached.
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‘Tis a point | long to know,
Oft it causes anxious thought;
Do | love the Lord or no?

Am | his, or am | not?

If I love, why am | thus?

Why this dull, this lifeless frame?
Hardly, sure, can they be worse,

Who have never heard his name!

Could my heart so hard remain,
Prayer a task and burden prove;
Every trifle give me pain,

If | knew a Saviour’s love?

When | turn my eyes within,
All is dark, and vain, and wild:
Filled with unbelief and sin,
Can | deem myself a child?

If | pray, or hear, or read

Sin is mixed with all | do;

You that love the Lord indeed,
Tell me is it thus with you?

Yet | mourn my stubborn will,
Find my sin a grief and thrall:
Should I grieve for what | feel,
If I did not love at all?

Could I joy his saints to meet,
Choose the ways | once abhorred,
Find, at times, the promise sweet,
If | did not love the Lord?

Lord, decide the doubtful case!
Thou who art thy people’s sun,
Shine upon thy work of grace,
If it be indeed begun.

Let me love thee more and more,
If I love at all, | pray;
If I have not loved before,
Help me to begin today.
(John Newton)
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17 DECEMBER 1 John 3:18-20

If our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart

Many Christians lack assurance of salvation and they suffetuspir

and emotional pain. They struggle with doubts and are weakened and
hindered in their work for the Lord. If you are lacking in assurance, you
are not alone. Many great men and women of God have struggled as
you struggle but the Lord has brought them throddte converted
slave-trader and Christian hymn-writer John Newtoote some
verses which reflect this problem (see opposite page).

We may lack assurance if we are not walking wité tlord, if we
neglect personal prayer, if we do not feed ourselves upon the Word of
God, or if we love the world. We have no right to assurance if we do
not love our fellow-Christians. If we are not concerned about pleasing
the Lord and obeying his word we are in peril because we may have
false assurance; our hearts should then condemn uspdotia out

that if we show practical Christian love in our lives we shall know tha
we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before(bh8w19).

Christian assurance is the birthright of every child of God buhSata
always busy seeking to undermine that assurance. He whispers doubts
into our minds and is quick to condemn us (often when we have not
sinned) and seeks to drive us to despair. How can we tell the ddéere
between the convicting work of the Holy Spirit and the comuiag
accusations of Satan, whotfge accuser of our brethrefRevelation
12:10)? The Holy Spirit points us to Christ and his atoning death for
our sins. He urges us to repent and to renew our fellowsitfiptie
Lord. The devil suggests to us hard thoughts abloeit_ord (cp.
Genesis 3:1,4)If our heart condemns us, God is greater than our
heart, and knows all thing®0). We must never rely on the feelings

of our heart, but trust in our great God who is gracious and
merciful to all who come to him. He knows our hearts and sseur

love for him and his people, however imperfect and weak thilove

may be.
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14 DECEMBER 1John 2:28to0 3:3

Children of God

John appeals to us that we should abide in Christ sevthatay have
confidence and not be ashamelden he comes again (28). We have a
glorious hope as children of God but this shoulderemake us
complacent in the Christian life. The apostle reminds us of thralm
test. The Lord Jesus is righteous and the practice of a righte®is lif
an evidence that we are born of God and belong to him (29).

We have already seen that the first readers of John’s letterb&eng
troubled by false teachers who were underminingGlheistian
assurance of some. John encourages us with the wonderfulh@tth
when God saves us, he brings us into his fariBlghold what manner

of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we Ishbe called
children of God!’(1). We are children of God because of his great love
which he has lavished so freely upon us. To know God is a priceless
privilege. We have fellowship with him and he is with us wherever we
go (1:3; Hebrews 13:5-6). He hears and answers our prayers (5:14-15)
and has given us eternal life (2:25).

We know that we shall be like the Lord Jesus when he refiomse

shall see him as he (8). We will at last be perfect and will sin no more.
We will have a body like his resurrection body (Rigians 3:21).
There will be no more death, sorrow, crying or pain (Revelation 21:4).
The truth of Christ's second coming is a great incentive to holy living.
Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure
(3; cp. 2 Peter 3:11). Are you keeping yourself from the pollution of the
sinful ways of this world?

Christian, when you feel discouraged, when you feeély among
ungodly people at home, work or college, rememimerstatus in
Christ.You are a child of God and you know his smile upon you. He
Is with you and he will not forsake you. Be determined tohsne as
a light in this dark world (Matthew 5:14-16; Ephesians 5:8).
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15 DECEMBER 1 John 3:4-10

Whoever has been born of God does not sin

The verses that we have just read give two reasons why the Lord Jesus
came into the worldias manifested

* To take away our sing). He died to save us from the power of

sin and from the condemnation that it brings (John 8:34-36; Romans
6:6,14; 8:1).

*  That he might destroy the works of the d&8)l Sin is the work of

the devil whahas sinned from the beginnirigis lawlessnesseing in
rebellion against God’s holy law (4). Satan’s power over the belisve
broken. We are able to resist the devil and overcome his effoniskie

us sin (James 4:7).

The Christian will not be entirely free from sin before reagtrieaven,
but there is no excuse for leading a sinful lifestyle. There sm
the Lord Jesus Christ. How can anyone, therefoiteg abides
(continues)in him continue in sin (5-6)? If you are a Christian, you
have been born agaof incorruptible seed through the word of God
(1 Peter 1:23; cp. James 1:18).

Whoever has been born of God does not sin ... he cann@)sithis

does not mean that we never sin or that we are incapable of sacho t
such a thing is heresy (cp. 1:9). If Christians were sinless, much of the
teaching found in the New Testament would be unss&e/ (cp.

1 Corinthians 5:1-5; 10:12; Galatians 6:1). These words mean that the
Christian ‘cannot continue in the course and practice of sin’ (Matthew
Henry's Commentary).

How can you distinguish between the children of God and the children
of the devil? The children of God practise rightepess but the
children of the devil practise sikle who sing‘makes a practice of
sinning’ — ESV)is of the devil8,10)How is your life and practice?

To whom do you belong?
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16 DECEMBER 1 John 3:10-18

Let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth

Righteousness and brotherly love go togethénoever does not
practise righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does not love his
brother (10). The word of God is quite clear. If we do not lead holy
lives or love our fellow-Christians, we have no reason to suppose that
we are the children of God. If we do not love one another, we are like
Cain who was a child of the devil. His hatred for Abel led to murde
Notice that he was motivated to kill his brotherchase Abel’s
righteous works were a rebuke to his own evil lifestyle (11-12yedHat

for a Christian brother is murder and no murderer possessed gterna
(15).He who does not love his brother abides in de@th).

We must not be surprised that the world hates us just as Cain hated his
righteous brother Abel. That hatred may show itgeld number of
ways such as hostile attitudes toward us, scoffingur Christian
testimony, ignoring us, unfair treatment or even physical atixckot
marvel, my brethren, if the world hates ydiB). We need to radiate
Christian love and warmth toward each other in this hostile, spiteful,
hateful world.

The proof that we do not hate our brethren is seen in our love for them.
Brotherly love involves far more than maintaining unity in the church
and living peaceably with each other. The Lord Jesus is our pattrn a
he laid down his life to save us. We must show the same sdfiesagr

love for our Christian brothers and sisters, being prepared to lay down
our lives for them (16). Priscilla and Aquila hadch love for the
apostle Paul, that theysked their own neckfr him (Romans
16:3-4). If our lives are filled with the love of God we cannot possibly
be hard-hearted. If we have the means to help a brother or sistexdin
and refuse to help the, how can the love of God abide in us?/(ii).
may agree that the words we have read are true and necessary but
how are these things working out in your own Christian life? Let

us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in t(a®y.
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