PILGRIM
BIBLE NOTES

God'’s holy Word simply explained and applied

.

266 428 .w.sm../,,mw P Th:mmkm-

s i Fud o

o puinaee e Spoken a e \mm” o S s e BOOK

e SR A e S
“"" unr. e counse| o | hing?

S ey s o anc|

offer up for yourselves a burnt of ousand Sheep. ix thon

[ thouting e

|2 The Kings of the earth set
mselves,

{oring: and My servant Job A oo
o O s o 10 ke v he path of |
oy fo w&’mu i acl] {150 oo had scv o N e | AR the orters ke counsel
1""""51 Hek ] umcmum 1. ons ,w,.“sm he seat of the | X
oy bt e i g o Sl || vt e Losp an ot
bt 2413 (it [ A . the name o oSG dellht s n theaw s o e His "Anointed.! suylr
9 Solis ‘,M}M,,,,a,‘ vite and| | second heu all and the g, Bt the Lo, Letus ek et yonds n
Bidag e S ‘and Zo'phar( e third Ker e pch ™ oS8 i v he mediates| s pieces
e Tl e o faynd et Amuw o o s
. om

e want and 0 5|
meLunncammmdmmrm forthe|

o beautliul as the gy hall b tree
e fors of Job: and e athey o HL\jmgdhv‘hc‘rwmm
w | worthtosar |4 rit who sits in the heavens.

o#p had accepte
10 *And the Loko ‘r(‘\hukd v(m, o then i inheritance amony i [
losses when h or his| 7% brother nﬂbrmv;\m'}‘ Mstruitin || shal
{tiends, Indeed the Loko kil 16 Al ncr this Job “lived one s 3 The Logo shall hold them in
dred and fony years, . \\ma,uuu,mmnr\m ersion,
5 Then He shall speak to them

"twice as much 4s he had before.
11" Then 4al i brothes, al s 1%

fony
children and m.mmmm” s

natever he does shall in His wrath,
And distress them in His deep

sisters, and allthose who had been. four general ot
his acquaintances before, came 1o h . old and “ful] 2 prosper.
‘him and ate food with him in his ‘dK leasure:
A 15 ey |6 " Yel I have Tset My King
, The ungodly are 1ot 5o L) 20n My haly il of Zion
e "mw the chaff v
e d 18t wnanea |
h the wind drives |8t st |7 | will declare the 'decree:
The Lowy has sald 10 Me,

| You are My Son.
oy L et Yo
‘will give You

rnmrnre th ungodly
F stand in the

\,udi,’mem e
Nor sinners in th Gl &
m"gmdw S the Lhmu \un)mv\mr
eranct
ghteous. And the ends of the carth for
Your s
i for e Loto knows lo ¥ou ~‘vah'h'mk hem with @

rod of ir
ool dash them 10,1
Yo prters vesel

hicou
Bt me wa) " the ungodly
shall perish.

February 2016

Bible readings from Joshua chapters 20 to 24
Acts chapters 1 to 7



All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken
from the New King James Version. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas
Nelson Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

© 2014. Email: aft@albeta.plus.com Tel. 01225 754579
You may freely download or print these notes from www.ggoj.org.uk



30 JANUARY Joshua 20:1-9

Cities of refuge

The Lord reminded Joshua of his command to Mosegt@side six
cities of refugan the promised land (1-4). They were to provide a
place of asylum for those who had accidentallyeklilanother person.
In many nations long ago, the nearest relative miuader victim was
expected to take vengeance by slaying the murdédrere was always
the possibility that revenge would be taken agaonsteone who had
not intended to kill but was guilty of manslaughidne Lord provided
for such people in the promised land by settingtagya of the Levites’
cities ascities of refugegExodus 21:12-14; Numbers 35:6,9-28;
Deuteronomy 4:41-43; 19:1-13). These cities wereragrthose
allocated to the Levites, three on the east oftdndan and three on the
west (7-8; 21:13,21,27,32,36,38).

The person guilty of manslaughter was safe fromrangh justice as
long as he remained in a city of refuge. The citieexe spread
throughout the land to make them within the reafchllowho would
flee to them. The killer was able to flee to oné¢hef cities of refuge and
to have his case fairly judged. If found guiltyro@irder he was handed
over for execution. If he was guilty of manslauglhte had to remain
in the city of refuge until the death of the higiept when he was given
an amnesty. He left the city before such a timéiatown peril
(Numbers 35:24-29). God was concerned for thetfaatment of
Gentile strangers as well as the Israelites (9).

The cities of refuge give us a picture of our safgtand security in
Christ. The Lord Jesus is a refuge from the wrath andmedyg of God
to all who trust in him whatever their race (Galas 3:28; Ephesians
2:13-18).The name of the@RDis a strong tower; the righteous run
to it and are saféProverbs 18:10).

Other refuge have | none,

Hangs my helpless soul on thee!

Leave, ah, leave me not alone,

Still support and comfort me! (Charles Wesley)



31 JANUARY Joshua 21:1-14, 41-45

Not a word failed of any good thing which thedrD had spoken

The Levites were not given a tribal territory butre allocated forty-
eight cities spread throughout the promised lanidhvare listed in this
chapter. The tribe of Levi provided the priests alsth men to instruct
Israel in the law of God (Deuteronomy 33:10). Thaigpersion

throughout the land would enable them to underttdte most

important task.

There were three family groups in the tribe of Levihe Kohathites,
Gershonites and Merarites. The family of Aaron wiewve Kohathites,
provided the priests. The thirteen cities allocai®dhe Kohathites
were in the area nearest to Jerusalem, the teestorf the tribes of
Judah, Simeon and Benjamin (4). Their services wexeded in
Jerusalem where the tabernacle and later the tentulie be situated.

The chapter ends with a statement about the famhés of God. He
had given Israel all the land which he had promigetheir fathers
(43). He had also given them rest and victory @leof their enemies
as he had promised (44). God always keeps his pestiNot a word
failed of any good thing which thedRD had spoken to the house of
Israel. All came to pas@!b).

The Israelites later lost so much through their elndf and
disobedience to God’s Word, but there was no failun the part of
God. He delights in believing, obedient peoplenithabout Hebrews
11:6). Abraham was commended becauséidenot waver at the
promise of God through unbelief ... being fully wooed that what he
had promised he was also able to perf¢Romans 4:20-21%0d has
given to us exceedingly great and precious promisé¢2 Peter 1:4).
Do we really believe them?



1 FEBRUARY Joshua 22:1-9

To love the IORD your God

The 2% tribes who had settled east of Jordan hawhiped that their
men would help Israel to possess the land (1:12ed8Numbers 32).
After seven years, their job was done and Joshomamded them for
their loyalty. Good Christian pastors and leadersdt flatter God'’s
people, but they do remember to commend them acoueage them
when they serve God faithfully. Joshua said to tH¥ou have kept all
that Moses the servant of theRD commanded you, and have obeyed
my voice in all that | commanded you. You haveaiofforsaken)your
brethren’(2—3). Joshua discharged these men to returretofimilies
in the east. We read that they returned home rith thie spoils of
battle. They did not lose out by keeping their pisE8).

Matthew Henry comments, ‘He dismisses them withdgomunsel, not
to cultivate their ground, fortify their cities but to keep up serious
godliness among them ... What good counsel wasdieea to them,
is given to us all; God give us grace to takeldashua blessed them and
reminded them of the command of Mosesove the DRD your God,
to walk in all his ways, to keep his commandmeatkold fast to him,
and to serve him with all your heart and with atluy soul(5; cp.
Deuteronomy 11:22). The Bible makes it quite ckdat this is God’s
will for us also (Matthew 22:37).

If you are a Christian you belong to God and he al®s your love,
worship and obedience (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). Odrel Jesus says,
‘If you love me, keep my commandmeridshn 14:15). Are you
faithful and true, holding fast to God (that meagjecting all forms of
idolatry in your life)? Are you seeking to serve thord with all your
heart and with all your soul? Do yeaek first the kingdom of God and
his righteousnesis your life (Matthew 6:33)? God gave his precious,
sinless Son to die a horrible death to save us foam sins.
Half-hearted love, obedience and service is not goe@nough for
God; he wants your best.



2 FEBRUARY Joshua 22: 10-34

It is a withess between us that th®RkD is God

When the men from the 2% tribes returned home, thaly a great,
impressive altaby the Jordan (10). When the remainder of Israafth
about this they were alarmed. They knew that Gatldanmanded
that offerings and sacrifices only be brought ®dhe place appointed
by him (Deuteronomy 12:10-14). The rest of Israghgred at Shiloh
to prepare for war against the 2% tribes (11-12foR: taking any
action, they wisely sent a delegation led by Phasetio speak to the
tribes east of Jordan. He had a record of zealGod (Numbers
25:3-13) and was ideally suited to lead this delega

Phinehas told them that God would judge them iy tledelled against
him and reminded them of the incident at Peor (Z6€p. Numbers
25:1-3). He offered to allocate them land westafdan if they
considered their possession unclean (19). Theyigeghat their
motive for building the altar was quite honouratihey had not built
it to offer sacrifices. They saidt is a witness between us that the
LORDIs God’(28,34). They built the altar because they fednatthe
descendants of those on the west of the river waeldtheir
descendants that they had part in the IORD (24-25). Phinehas
recognised that their intentions were good and thay were not
rebelling against God (32—34; cp. 16).

What are the lessons for us in today’s reading?

 (Good intentions are not always wiselhe 2% tribes appeared to
be rebelling against God in building this altar.eTaltar, though a
witness, could have later been used for offerirgyifsees contrary to
the will of God.

« Satan often exploits misunderstanding among God’seople.
But for the wise attitude of Phinehas (19), a disas war could have
broken out. We must be gracious in our attitude aener act upon
rumour. We should always be sure of the facts leeficr act.



3 FEBRUARY Joshua 23:1-16

Be very courageous to keep and to do all that igtten in the
Book of the Law

Joshua addressed the leaders of Israel beforeedgchapter 23) and
then he spoke to all the nation (chapter 24). iHaerrded the leaders of
the nation of all that the Lord had done for themd &e encouraged
them to possess the inheritance which had not geet lbaken (2-5).
They had seen how God had fought for them (3) ey tould not
afford to relax. He urged therfiherefore be very courageous to keep
and to do all that is written in the Book of then’46). The Lord had
said to same thing to him when he began to leali$i:7).

We do need courage to swim against the tide of leband
wickedness around us today and to obey God’s Werdel had to
remain faithful to the Lord and to love him if thexere to know his
blessing (7—11). Idolatry and intermarriage witk tleathen people
around them would bring the anger and judgmentad Gpon them
(7,12-16). These principles remain for every Crarstldolatry has
many subtle forms and we must keep ourselves ftgopi Colossians
3:5). We must also keep ourselves from marriageoto-Christians
(1 Corinthians 7:39; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18).

Joshua again reminded the people that God hadkeghthis promises
(14; cp. 21:45). The Lord had fought for Israel avwlld continue to
fight for them as long as they remained faithfuhim (3, 10). He will
also fight for us if we love him and obey him (&gaiah 54:17; Romans
8:37). He is worthy of all our devotion and praiséink about the
greatness of God and worship him; remember his pagaithfulness
and praise him; look to the future, trusting in him.

When all thy mercies, O my God,
My rising soul surveys,
Transported with the view, I'm lost
In wonder, love and praise.
(Joseph Addison)



4 FEBRUARY Joshua 24:1-24

Choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve

It is significant that Joshua summoned the Isreglib Shechem to
hear his farewell speech. It was there that thesbigs were uttered for
obedience from Mount Gerizim and the curses foolukslience from
Mount Ebal (8:30-35). Joshua recounted their hystmm Abraham
to the time in which they lived (1-13). Their histovas a record of the
grace and goodness of God to them. He challengesd th serve God,
‘Choose for yourselves this day whom you will Se(tB).

Dale Ralph Davis observes, ‘Joshua appears tostiaage thing. Not
every one notices that his famous choose-you-tiysedmmand calls
Israel to choose between two sets of pagan god¥ 8a Joshua calls
Israel to “serve Yahweh” (v.14). But if Israel wilbt serve Yahweh,
they must at least choose some god(s). He presses to the wall;
they must come down somewhere ... He says, “Seatav&h; but if

you won’t, choose which non-gods you will serveJOGHUA — NO
FALLING WORDS, pages 199-200). Joshua was the people how absurd
it would be to serve pagan gods rather than thd.Lor

What is involved in serving God? We must:

« Fearthe lORD(14). This is not a cringing, craven fear, butase
of reverence and awe in the presence of a holy(6dd; Isaiah 6:5;
Hebrews 12:28—-29).

 Serve him in sincerity and trutti4). The same word is translated
‘perfect’ (Genesis 6:9; Psalm 19:7lplameless’(Genesis 17:1) and
‘without blemish’(Leviticus 1:3,10). God’s service has no place for
hypocrisy. ‘Faithfulness’ is also implied in the ameng of the word
‘truth’. We must be faithful to God’s truth and never coonpise it.
 Show total allegiance to God (14). He must bd,faad all other
gods put out of our lives, whether idols or ricHdmammon’—
Matthew 6:24).

e Obey God’s Word (24).

Have you chosen to serve God? Can you honestly die Joshua,
‘But as for me and my house, we will serve therD' (15)?



5 FEBRUARY Joshua 24:25-33

Israel served the GRD all the days of Joshua

The people were very quick to sae also will serve the@RD (18),
bringing a caution from Joshua (19). They then aggek their promise
to serve and obey God (24pshua made a covenant with the people
that day ... Then Joshua wrote these words in thekBf the Law of
God(25-26). John Currid writes, ‘The covenant iswhey foundation
and heart of Israel’'s existence. This is true fidvers today as well.
The covenant is certain, true and steadfast; weataminreservedly on
our covenant-keeping God and his promises to SIBRONG AND
COURAGEOUS page 256). This truth is a tremendous encourageme
to the hard-pressed believer. He knows that thel kol never leave
him nor forsake him (Hebrews 13:5-6).

Joshua set up a large stone as a witness to alldhis that God had
spoken. It had heard everything that was said béeged to a living
being (27). Joshua died at the age of 110 yearse\@l contains a
telling commentisrael served the@RD all the days of Joshua, and all
the days of the elders who outlived Joshi¥ghout good leadership
they soon went astray (cp. Judges 2:7-12).

The book of Joshua ends with three burials; thdséoshua and
Eleazar and the burial of the bones of Joseph wihie had brought
with them from the land of Egypt (29—33). We sandligs great men
of God who have been called home to heaven but ust never forget
that the Lord lives and reigns for ever.

Pray that the Lord will be pleased to raise up gadiscerning leaders
in the church today. There is a great need forygpdstors who are full
of faith and the Holy Spirit, men who preach withwer and who love
the people under their cardlill you yourself be determined to
follow the Lord with all your heart in these confusng and wicked
times?



ACTS

Luke, ‘the beloved physiciar(Colossians 4:14), wrote his Gospel and
the Acts of the Apostles to give to Theophilus stdny of the ministry
of the Lord Jesus Christ and the apostles (1:1%. ffilan was probably a
person of some importance;he is addressemast excellent’a title
given to Roman governors (Luke 1:3; cp. Acts 2324.3; 26:25).
Luke continues in Acts where he left off in his gek(the former
account; 1:1). The events in the book cover a period ofeahirty-
three years from AD 30 to AD 62.

The Acts of the Apostles has often been called Abis of the Holy
Spirit’ because of its record of the mighty workioigthe Spirit of God
through the apostles, particularly Peter and Pdndré are seventy
references to the Holy Spirit in Acts). The wordstness’ and
‘witnesses’are found throughout the book (1:8, 22; 2:32; 34L83;
5:32; 10:39,41; 13:31; 22:15; 23:11 26:16,22). Gospel is forall
nations’ (Luke 24:47). The Lord Jesus told the apostlestti@Holy
Spirit would come upon them and they would be vas®s to himn
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and toeth@ of the earth
(1:8). This promise and command are reflected enttinee sections of
the book:

1. Witness in Jerusalem AD 30-32 (chagrs 1to 7)
Waiting in Jerusalem — 1:1-26
Day of Pentecost — 2:1-40
Jerusalem church established — 2:41-47
Healing of lame man — 3:1-26
Beginning of persecution — 4:1-37
Death of Ananias and Sapphira — 5:1-11
Further church growth and persecution — 5:12-42
Choice of seven men to serve in church — 6:1-7
Stephen’s ministry and martyrdom — 6:8 to 7:60

10



2.

Witness in Judea & Samaria AD 35-44 (chaptser8 to 12)

Christians scattered by persecution — 8:1-40
Conversion of Saul of Tarsus — 9:1-31
Peter’s ministry in Palestine;

first Gentile Christen - 9:321t0 11:18
The first Gentile church — 11:19-30
Persecution by Herod Agrippa | — 12:1-25

Witness to the end of the earth AD 47-62 (chagts 13 to 28)

Paul’s first missionary journey — 13:1 to 14:28
Conflict over circumcision — 15:1-35

Paul’'s second missionary journey — 15:36 to 18:22
Paul’s third missionary journey — 18:23 to 21:14
Paul in Jerusalem — 21:15 to 23:32
Paul in Caesarea — 23:33 10 26:32
Paul’s journey to Rome — 27:1-28:15
Paul in Rome — 28:16-31

(The dates shown above are approximate).

May God be pleased to challenge us and to enthuse us by the
example of the early church. Let us work and witness for the
same risen Lord.

11



6 FEBRUARY Acts 1:1-8

Many infallible proofs

| hope that you have read the introductory noteshenActs of the
Apostles found in the previous two pages. | remihgeu that Luke,
‘the beloved physician(Colossians 4:14), wrote his Gospel and the
Acts of the Apostles to give to Theophilus a higtof the ministry of
the Lord Jesus Christ and the apostles (1:1). Tosp@ of Luke gives
an accounof all that Jesus began both to do and to tedg¢hThe Acts
continues to show what the Lord Jesus continuedbtthrough the
ministry of the apostles who also taught what thag learned from
their great Master.

Luke begins his account of the Acts of the Apodiigsnaking a brief
reference to his Gospeéth{e former accouny. He reminds Theophilus
that the Lord Jesus often appeared to the disafjalesg the forty days
between his resurrection and ascension. He shoiwegkli to be alive

by many infallible proof$3). The Lord Jesus ate with the apostles and
they were able to touch him. They knew withoutadsiw of doubt that
Jesus, who had been put to death by crucifixiod, ieen from the
dead.Christianity is based on facts!

The Lord Jesus had opened their understandingthegt might
comprehend the Scriptures and spokehe things pertaining to the
kingdom of God3; cp. Luke 24:45). These things included the
necessityor the Christ to suffer and to rise from the délagl third day,
and that repentance and remission of sins shouldrbached in his
name to all nationgLuke 24:46-47).

In the forty days between his resurrection andrasoa it appears that
Jesus made no mention of restoring the kingdonsriael, hence the
guestion of the disciples (6). The kingdom of Gedat to be confused
with the kingdom of Israel. Our emphasis must balmthings
pertaining to the kingdom of Go@; 8:12; 14:22; 19:8; 20:25;
28:23,31).Let us beware of wasting time in speculating about
things not made clear in Scripture (7).

12



7/ FEBRUARY Acts 1:4-8

You shall be witnesses to me

Before he ascended into heaven (9-12), the Lordsl&sd the
disciples to wait in Jerusalem ftine promise of the Fathethe

outpouring of the Holy Spirit (4-8). They were hetbeginning of a
new dispensation when the Holy Spirit would dwellevery believer
(Ezekiel 36:26-27; Acts 2:38; Romans 8:9-11, 15416 printhians
12:13; Galatians 4:6).

The Holy Spirit is associated with power (8), bug must always
remember that he is a Person. The Holy Spirit is'ldalper’ and we
need him to enable us to witness to a hostile w@ddhn 15:26-27).
The disciples certainly needed him in their witnesshe world of
unbelieving Jews. Jesus refers to hintlas Spirit of truth’who would
guide his apostles into all truth (John 16:13). Hody Spirit will never
lead us into fellowship with those who deny theéthtswf the gospel. He
never points us to himself but he glorifies Ch{l&thn 16:14).

Jesus said)You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit hame
upon you; and you shall be witnesses to mg8)."We too have the
Holy Spirit but are we witnessing?We have a wonderful message
concerning the grace of God in giving his Son @ ahd to rise from
the dead to save sinners. This message is desyenatded today
because it alone has hope for a needy world. Weoatell men and
women of the liberating power of the gospel whiem cescue them
from the tyranny of Satan and sin, that they nee@dpent of their sin
and to trust in Christ to save them. How is youmess at home, at
school, at work?

O fill me with thy fulness, Lord,
Until my very heart o’erflow
In kindling thought and glowing word,
Thy love to tell, thy praise to show.
(Frances R. Havergal)

13



8 FEBRUARY Acts 1:4-11

He was taken up

Jesus went out to Bethany which was about two me#éas of Jerusalem
and there he blessed the disciples. As he wasihieiz'em,he was
taken upinto heaven (9; cp. Luke 24:50-51). The disciplesched
him disappear from their sight through the cloudd two angels told
them that he would one day return in the clouds11). The ascension
of Jesus was prophesied in the Old Testament (F&&lb8). Why did
he ascend into heaven?

« He ascended to be exalted to the right hand of &woslovereign
Lord of the universe (2:33; cp. Ephesians 1:20-2B& right hand of
God is the place of power and authority (7:56; teP&:22).

« He ascended to be our great High Priest. The @&tiament high
priest offered sacrifices for his own sins andtfarse of the people
when he entered the Most Holy Place of the tabdengar of the
temple). Jesus has entered heaven with his owd ph@ving obtained
eternal redemption for us (Hebrews 9:12; 10:11-A2)pur great High
Priest, he makes intercession for us (Romans 8t8drews 7:25-27).

» Jesus ascended in order to send the Holy Spatin(J:39; 16:7).
The ministry of the Holy Spirit is essential foetkalvation of sinners
(eg. John 3:5; 16:7-11) and in the life of everiiever (John 14:16;
Romans 8:12-16, 26-27).

» Jesus ascended to prepare a place for us (JoBa3)4dWhat a
glorious place that will be!

When the Lord Jesus comes again, everyone willhsee(11;
Revelation 1:7). Every Christian will be caughttopmeet him in the
air (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17). It will be a wondkdfy for those who
know and love Christ, but it will be a fearful tinfier those who do not
know him (2 Thessalonians 1:7-10f Jesus came again today,
would you be ready to meet him; would you be takenop to be with
him?

14



9 FEBRUARY Acts 1:12-26

And they prayed

There are discouragements in the work of the gaapelour message
is often scorned and rejected. The half-brothetket ord Jesus Christ
(sons of Joseph and Mary) did not at first beligvéim (John 7:5).
They were now praying with the eleven disciples atiter believers
(13-14). James became a leader in the Jerusalewhqi2:17; 15:13;
cp. Matthew 13:55; Galatians 1:19; 2:9). The HghyriBinspired Jude
to write the last but one book of the New Testantémtle 1:1). Let us
persevere in praying for those we love and in veisimgg to them.

We are not only to be witnesses but we must alsb wpeon God in
prayer (14). Though we now hatlee promise of the Fath¢the Holy
Spirit), we do need to take time to pray. As weadrdaough the book
of Acts, we will notice that the early church pld@egreat priority upon
prayer (13—-14). They needed to appoint someonaki the place of
Judas Iscariot among the twelve apostlied they prayed24). They
then chose Matthias to be numbered with the elepestles (15-26).
Some commentators believe that though Peter wasrgiim his motive
for seeking a replacement for Judas, he was mistakiee so impatient
to see the office filled. They see Paul as thethidholder of the office
(cp. 1 Corinthians 15:8-9). Luke, the writer of Aats of the Apostles,
was a close companion and friend of Paul. It is that Paul was an
apostle, and that he had a unique ministry, buelgikes no indication
that the appointment of Matthias was a mistak&chipture remains
silent on this matter, we waste time if we allowselves to be
distracted by needless speculation.

Are you discouraged? Are you carrying heavy bur@ddds you need
direction and guidancd?ave you prayed? Are you persevering in
prayer? If you are not, do not be surprised that ya are having
problems. If you try to get along without daily prayer, you will be
weak. Be determined to set time aside each day for prapen you
will worship God, offer up your praise and thanksgy, repent of sins
committed, and bring your requests to him.

15



10 FEBRUARY Acts 2:1-13

They were all filled with the Holy Spirit

The Feast of Pentecost was celebrated seven wieksha Passover
(Leviticus 23:15-21). God chose this time to pout ltis Holy Spirit
on the first Christians who were expectantly prgyimthe upper room
of a house in Jerusalem (cp. 1:12-IA)ey were all filled with the
Holy Spirit(4). The outpouring of the Holy Spirit was accomiga by
three types of phenomena:

« A sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wi)3dWwWind is a
symbol of deity, of the presence of God. When tbhedLcame to Job,
heanswered Job out of the whirlwiridlob 38:1; 40:6).

* Fire, which, like wind is also a symbol of deity and®bd’s
presence. (3). God appeared to Moses in a burnirsg PExodus
3:1-6). After Solomon prayed at the dedicatiorheftemple, the Lord
sent fire from heaven to consume the sacrificed,tha glory of the
Lord filled the place (2 Chronicles 7:1-3). Johme tRaptist had
prophesied of Jesusje will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with
fire’ (Luke 3:16).

e Speaking with other tongues (4). They were enatilespeakhe
wonderful works of Goth recognisable languages which they had
never learned (7-11). The tongues-speaking hett@srchapter must
not be confused with a repetition of unintelligisleunds.

Many of the devout Jews in Jerusalem were amazddarplexed
when they heard those early disciples speakingrigues, but others
mocked and accused them of drunkenness (13)intpertant to note
that they were not behaving like drunks. They wereslurred in their
speech, but were very lucid. Some foolishly usedheerses to justify
their lack of control when they are supposed todoenk with the
Spirit’. Such a thing is unbiblicallThe filling of the Spirit leads to
self-control; this is the opposite of the effects of drunkenness
(Ephesians 5:18).

16



11 FEBRUARY Acts 2:14-28

The determined counsel and foreknowledge of God

The fruit of the Lord’s teaching over the forty gddyefore his ascension
was seen in the preaching of Peter. Jesus d@ehed their
understanding, that they might comprehend the $wrgs (Luke
24:44-45). The apostle rebutted the mockers whased the
Christians of drunken behaviour. He then explaitetiis Jewish
congregation the significance of what was happertiig sermon was
full of quotations from the Old Testament and hendestrated that the
prophecy of Joel which promised the coming of thadyHspirit was
being fulfilled before their very eyes (14-21; dpel 2:28-32).

Peter also showed how the Old Testament prophe$ig@ death and
resurrection of Christ (25-28; cp. Psalm 16:8—HB) told his hearers
that it was not possible that the Lord Jesus shioeildeld by death (24).
The crucifixion of the Lord Jesus was not an aatid&od planned it
for our salvationHim, being delivered by the determined counsel and
foreknowledge of Go(23; cp. 4:28). The Lord Jesud® Lamb slain
from the foundation of the wor[tRevelation 13:8).

God the Father chose us in him (Christ) beforeftli@dation of the
world, having predestined us to be adopted intdamsly according to
the good pleasure of his w{lEphesians 1:4-5). God is sovereign in all
of his purposes. There is infinite wisdom and carall his planning!
What wonderful grace that God should choose to pavesinners like
us and bring us into his family. God’s purposeaf®are good and wise
(Romans 8:28). Blessed be his name! Let us regoidgoraise him with
thankful hearts.

The fact that God planned the death of Christ v@ sanners in no way
excused those who had crucified him. The peopldencrowd had
heard Jesus and seen many of his miracles. Theyakad him by
lawless hands and were responsible for his dea@h38-37; cp.
3:13-15; 7:51-52)We must never hide behind God’s purposes to
excuse our own waywardness or sin.
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12 FEBRUARY Acts 2:25-40

The gift of the Holy Spirit

Peter pointed out to his hearers that the versegibted from Psalm
16 could not refer to David who died and was buriedvid had
prophesied of the Christ (the promised Messiah) dubdied and had
risen from the dead (27-32). Peter told them thatltord Jesus had
beenexalted to the right hand of Gaahd that it was he who had poured
out the Holy Spirit upon the company in the upmamn (33).

The apostle again quoted David (from Psalm 1ll@etmonstrate that
Jesus is David's Lord. The people in the crowd wereto the heart
after Peter reminded them that Jesus, whom theychaulfied, was
both Lord and Christ (34-37). They came under axion of sin and
asked PetefWhat shall we do?He told them that they must repent of
their sin and be baptized. They would then receawaission of sins and
the gift of the Holy Spiri(38).

Jesus and the apostles taught that there can b@gieeness of sin
without repentance. Those who want to be saved; musaway from

their sin and trust in the Lord Jesus. Baptism sy/mbol of our

identification with Christ who died, was buriedganose from the grave
to save sinners. It is also a confession that wenatking with him in

newness of life (Romans 6:3-5). If you love the d desus and
acknowledge him as your Saviour, you will want twep him. Have

you been baptized as he has commanded (Matthew)28:1

The promise of the gift of the Holy Spirit is notrfa select few but for
as many as the Lord our God will c§B9). All Christians are called by
God and they all receive the gift of the Holy SpgiRomans 8:9,30. See
notes on Acts 1:4-8). The body of each Christiathéstemple of the
Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). The real test of whethpeeson
has the gift of the Spirit is not speaking in toagiut having the fruit
of the Spirit in his life (Galatians 5:22-238Ye are very privileged to
have the Helper, the Holy Spirit within us whereverwe go (John
14:26; 15:26; 16:7). We are never alone.
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13 FEBRUARY Acts 2:40- 47

The apostles’ doctrine and fellowship

Three thousand people were saved after hearing'¥?ségmon. They
gladly received the word and were baptized in obede to God’s
command (41). They were integrated into the lifehd Jerusalem
church.And they continued steadfastly in the apostlestrite and
fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prag/&t2). Let us think
about this:

 They continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doetiiihere is more
to the Christian life than ‘making a decision’ tolliow Christ.
Thousands of people make ‘decisions for Christ'thetr lives are no
different. If we truly love the Lord, we will be tlemined to continue
in the apostles’ teaching which is found in ScriptuDoctrine should
never be a dull thing to us. We should be thriledearn more about
God, what he has done for us in Christ, and howdnas us to live.

 They continued steadfastly in ... fellowsHipbey had unity among
themselves‘¢ne accord’,46) which is essential for true fellowship.
Christian fellowship is far more than having a aipea after church,
than going on a church outing or enjoying some §than social
activity though these are valuable. It is first dndemost spiritual,
being based on our fellowship with God (1 John.113% grounded in
sound doctrine (what the apostles taught) and leslsnof life
(2 Corinthians 6:14).

Fellowship flows out of a deep love for our fell@inristians, helping
them in their need (1 John 3:15-19). Fellowshipolmgs showing
kindness, being tender-hearted to one anothesslamging a readiness
to forgive when we have been wronged (Ephesiar®)4V8e cannot,
however, have true fellowship with those who dehg éssential
doctrines of the Christian faith. The apostle Paak thankful for
Christian fellowship (Philippians 1:3-3j.a person has no desire for
Christian fellowship, they may be backslidden or nbtruly saved.

* | understand the difficulties of those who fitdhcreasingly difficult to find
a good evangelical church or have problems beaafusge or infirmity.
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14 FEBRUARY Acts 2:40-47

The breaking of bread and prayers

We continue to think about the description of tharch in Jerusalem
after the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentdcos

 They continued steadfastly in ... the breakingre&dd (42). This
refers to the Communion service. This is a solemgasion when we
remember the love of the Lord Jesus for us andji@at sacrifice for
our sins. The Lord Jesus commandBad, this in remembrance of me’
(Luke 22:19; 1 Corinthians 11:225). It is a remembrance service of
his death which was a once for all sacrifice, nog-@acrificing of
Christ as some believe. When we eat the bread anl ffom the
communion cup, weroclaim the Lord’s death till he comes
(1 Corinthians 11:26). The bread speaks of his bodyken and
tortured at Calvary for us. The Lord Jesus saithefcup that we take
at the Communion servicélhis is my blood of the new covenant
which is shed for many for the remission of sif&tthew 26:28; cp.
Ephesians 1:7He wants us to remember that he paid the supreme
price to save us and this should enhance our lovertfhim and make

us hate sin with all our heatrt.

« They continued steadfastly in ... prayef42). They prayed
together. It is sad and strange that many profg@s€imristians are
absent from the prayer meetings of their churchtHeg really take the
Bible seriously? Do they really believe that Godwers us when we
pray together (cp. Acts 4:23-31)?

« They also had a practical concern for the needyarchurch (45).
These Christians really loved each other and chredne another.
They were filled with joy and praise to God (46-47)

We must not live in spiritual isolation when thes@ good local church
nearby which continuesteadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and
fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayét2). A genuine
believer will be keen to be involved in the lifedawitness of a local
church as a membéerhe Lord added to the church daily those who
were being save7).Has he added you to the church?
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15 FEBRUARY Acts 3:1-10

Expecting to receive something from them

The verses in our reading give an example ofnta@y wonders and
signsthat were done through the ministry of the apssfie43). The
working of miracles was an evidence of their aplostministry and

that of their associates (cp. 5:12; 6:8; 2 Corimtisi 12:12; Hebrews
2:3-4). The Lord does not give signs and wondersstnies today and
those who claim to have such ministries deceivendedves and
millions of others. When they fail to heal, theyngeally blame the
sufferer, claiming that there must be lack of faitlsin in that person’s
life which blocks the healing. God does heal today, when we ask
him for healing, we must submit to his wise provide as Paul did
(2 Corinthians 12:7-10).

Peter and John commanded the lame beggar to ldbkratand he did

S0, expecting to receive something from th@mb). He was expecting

to receive money but he received something far npoeeious —
salvation and healing (7—10). Peter told him tleatid not have silver

or gold but commanded him to rise up and walk earitame (upon the
authority) of Jesus Christ of Nazareth. The man wwasediately
healed and he went into the temple with the apsstialking, leaping,

and praising God8). The people recognised that this man had been
miraculously healed and they were filled with wonded amazement
(11-12).

We have a wonderful message of salvation and wéoangtness and
bring the gospel to those around us. Some lookst@xpecting to
receive something.hey may want us to pray for their physical needs,
but we have a message that can meet with theiedeaped — the need
for forgiveness of sin and reconciliation to G@¢hat are we offering

to those around us?
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16 FEBRUARY Acts 3:11-19

Repent therefore and be converted

The lame man was healed through faith in the nahdesus (16). A
crowd gathered around him as he clung to Petedalmal, this provided
a great opportunity for Peter to preach the goddgl He made it quite
clear that the One who had healed the man wasdhe Jesus Christ,
whom they had rejected in favour of a murderer, nvRéate had

offered to release him. They hkiled the Prince of lifdout God had

raised him from the dead and the apostles wereasges to this
(12-16). They and their rulers had killed Chrigbtigh ignorance, but
God had foretold his death and resurrection byntleeith of all his

prophets (17-18).

Peter urged themRepent therefore and be converted, that your sins
may be blotted ou(’19). Repentance is essential to salvation amest

a vital element in apostolic preaching (cp. 2:3815 8:22; 17:30;
20:21; 26:20). There is much man-centred preadioidgy which lacks
any message of repentance. It focuses on the ambhiarts and needs
of people rather than their need as sinners whairadler the wrath of
God.We cannot be saved unless we repent of our siRepentance is
the gift of God (11:18) which comes through theldimg of the Holy
Spirit who first convicts us of our sin.

We must never refuse to urge sinners to repentceoumt of their
inability because God commands all men to repeéhtq. 17:30). The
lame man could not walk, but Peter commanded Hiise up and
walk’ and he walked (6). As we declare God’s Word wetraMpect
him to bring sinners to repentance.

God gives us great blessings when we repent. @sarase blotted out
so that we are no longer under condemnation (@als44:22;
Colossians 2:14); our sins are forgiven and weivecie gift of the
Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38—-39)Have you repented of your sin?
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17 FEBRUARY Acts 3:19-26

Times of refreshing ... the times of restoration

| wish to direct your thoughts today tomes of refreshingand‘the
times of restoration(19-21):

* ‘Times of refreshing(19). The religion of Israel during apostolic
times was lacking in spiritual life and vigour. Thews had their great
religious festivals such as the Feast of the P&ssowd they had plenty
of ritual, but their hearts were far from God. Pdtdd them that the
Lord Jesus was the great Prophet promised throumgesMwhom they
must hear. Samuel and the prophets who followedHachspoken of
the gospel age (22—-24; cp. Deuteronomy 18:18).l&odraised up his
Servant Jesus and sent him to bless them by tutharg away from
their wickedness (24-26). God gives us great bhgssivhen we
repent. There aréimes of refreshing ... from the presence of thelL
Heaven is the place of perfect happiness,thete is joy in the
presence of the angels of God over one sinner wepents(Luke
15:10). There is no joy to be compared with thatclwlwe receive
when sinners are saved. Such times are tiiaies of refreshing’.

 ‘The times of restoration of all things/hen Jesus comes again
(21). There will then be a new heaven and a neth @ad everlasting
joy for the people of God (Isaiah 66:22; 2 Petdi0313; Revelation
21:1-5). A glorious future awaits every Christisive will be glorified
(Romans 8:30). To be glorified is to have a newybthét will never
age, never feel pain, never suffer death (Revela2iti3-5). Such a
body will never be the instrument of sin.

We have a glorious inheritance in heaven. The sofféehat we endure
for Christ pales into insignificance when we conagpiamwith the glory

that shall be revealed in us (Romans 8:I8g Lord Jesus Christ will
transform our lowly body that it may be conformedis glorious body
(Philippians 3:20-21). We shall see our preciougi@a in all his

majesty and splendour. We will admire him and lbv@a as never
before. We will then realise more than ever just ntuch we owe him.
Are you looking forward to ‘the times of restoratior?
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18 FEBRUARY Acts 4:1-12

By what power or by what name have you done this?

The priests, the Sadducees, and the captain téningle guard arrived
as Peter and John were speaking to the people. Weeg very
disturbed to hear the apostles preaching of Jasishe resurrection
from the dead (1-2). The chief priests were Sadekiceho did not
believe in the resurrection of the dead. The preaglof the
resurrection of Christ, whom they had crucified,swextremely
offensive to them. If Jesus had not risen, theyld/bave been able to
produce his body from the tomb on which they hadasguard. They
tried to spread the lie that the disciples hadestthe body (Matthew
28:11-15). The enemies of the gospel will resodrty amount of lies
to discredit the gospel message. The apostlesdeadtke risen Christ
many times and they could not help but speak tings$hwhich they had
seen and heard (20).

The Jewish religious leaders had Peter and Johaestad and
imprisoned but many of those who had heard thetkgsdselieved and
five thousand were added to the church (3—4). Assyithat not all

who heard the apostles believed, we can work attahhuge crowd
must have heard the apostles teach and preactlitadftEzme man was
healed.

The rulers, elders, scribes and the high priesstopreed Peter and John
the next day. They should have been glad that g poetched, lame
man had been healed but the miracle did not brimgm any
satisfaction. They asketBy what power or by what name have you
done this?(7). Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, boldly pelaimed that
the lame man had been healed by the power of$ka Christ whom
they had crucified (7—10).

The tragedy of the Jewish religious leaders was thahey were
blinded by their own religious prejudice and they fad no desire to
be healed of their spiritual blindness.They obstinately refused to
believe in Christ, despite the miracle that hachb&mught at the gate
of the temple.

24



19 FEBRUARY Acts 4:5-12

Nor is there salvation in any other

Peter quoted a verse from Psalm 118 which Jeswsuslsd with
reference to the chief priests and Pharisees whelyiag the teaching
of his parables (Matthew 21:42-45). The chief costene determines
the accuracy of the angle of the walls. If the eotstone is not suitable,
the walls of the whole building will be out of lindhe chief-
cornerstone of God'’s building is the Lord Jesussthirle was rejected
by the Jewish leaders/0u builders) but chosen by God the Father
and precious (1 Peter 2:4). Dr D. M. Lloyd-Jonesarbes, ‘Here is the
test of a good builder: Can he choose somethind, shirable, that can
stand the strain and stress? These Jewish leadéis called
themselves “builders”, wanted something big encughgreat enough
to make their world and civilization, but they r&jed the Son of God.
It is the supreme tragedy of all history that wineen and women are
confronted by the only one who can solve the prabkland answer the
guestions, they reject him with scorn and derisid@UTHENTIC
CHRISTIANITY’, VOLUME 2, ACTS 4-5 page 41, published by Banner
of Truth).

Peter was very uncompromising in his message, wdieg/aNor is there
salvation in any other, for there is no other nanmeler heaven given
among men by which we must be sa\@@). If we reject the Lord
Jesus, we reject God’s way of salvation, and welweillost for ever.
Those who teach that there are many ways to Goaefehe teaching
of Scripture and deny the gospel. Evangelicals edrapromise with
the ecumenical movement are in danger of denyieddith. Light
cannot have fellowship with darkness (2 Corinthiérist).

We may be accused of bigotry or of intolerance wiien Peter and
Paul we insist that the Lord Jesus is the only wayod the Father (12;
cp. John 14:6; Galatians 1:8-%e must be intolerant of everything
which undermines the gospel or which seeks to exphait away.
G.K. Chesterton rightly said, ‘Tolerance is thetjgaifar virtue of those
who do not really believe in anything!
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20 FEBRUARY Acts 4:13-22

They realised that they had been with Jesus

The council which was the ruling body of the Jealsd known as ‘the
Sanhedrin’) wondered what course of action theyidctake against
Peter and John. They could not deny thaiotable miracldhad been
done through them (16). They marvelled at the beddnof the two
apostles who had not been trained in their ownashaf learning and
oratory (13). The Greek word translatedldness’means confidence
in speechThey realised that they had been with J€433. These men
had been with Jesus during his ministry on earththay now enjoyed
daily fellowship with the risen Saviour.

Do you spend time with Jesus each day, waiting updmm in prayer
and seeking to listen to him through his Word? Do thers recognise
that you have been with Jesus¥hy are so many of us lacking in
basic godliness and Christlikeness? Could it bievtleado not take time
to be with the Lord Jesus? We often crowd persdaabtions out of
our lives for things which have little importancéavourite television
programmes, reading newspapers, looking at Facelmoallocating
all our available spare time to some hobby. We prayest that they
are important to us, but they are not as imporésntultivating our
walk with the Lord. We need to be determined taigighe our lives.

Being with Jesus not only gave Peter and John denée in speech,
but also courage in the face of threats. They waoldbe silenced by
threats from the council which commanded them aatpeak nor to
teach in the name of Jesus. They insisted thathhdyto listen to God
rather than the Sanhedrin and that they could alt but speak the
things which they had seen and heard (18-20). Atetynid or shy

about your Christian faith? Spend much time witbudeand he will

give you grace to be bold in your witness.

Take time to be holy, the world rushes on;
Spend much time in secret with Jesus alone.
By looking to Jesus like him thou shalt be;
Thy friends, in thy conduct, his likeness shall see.
(William Dunn Longstaff)
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21 FEBRUARY Acts 4 :23-31

And they spoke the word of God with boldness

Peter and John went to the church and told themtdbe threats of the
chief priests and elders. They did what we all $thalo in difficult
times. They shared the problem with fellow belisvand then sought
the Lord in prayenaising their voice to God with one accq23—24).
They were able to pray like this because they egj@y precious unity
in Christ. They prayedith one accordandwere of one heart and one
soul (24, 32).

Let us think about the way in which they prayed:

« They worshipped God as sovereign. The usual wdnthvis
translatedLord’ is ‘kurios’. In this verse, however, the Greek nou
‘despots’ is translatedLord’ (24). Our word ‘despot’ is derived from
this word which means a master who has absolub®atyt We should
always remember when problems and trials come ugdhat God is
in absolute control of all our circumstances (c1. Romans 8:28).
 They acknowledged God as the Creator of heaverantid and of
all who dwell in them (24). There is no place ir tBible for the
teaching of the theory of evolution. God is ourea@ign Creator who
is awesome in his power. We can come to him knowhag) all things
are possible with him.

» They quoted Scripture in their prayer (from Ps&@n They
recognised that this opposition to the preachinthefapostles was
opposition to Christ (25-28).

 They did not pray that the apostles would be prtaé from
wicked men but that they would be enabled to sfigadks Wordwith
boldnessand that God would stretch out his hand to heal tn
perform signs and wonders through the name of J88)s

Their prayer was answered. The Holy Spirit descdngson them
shaking the place where they were assemhledl they spoke the word
of God with boldnesg31). Do you wish to witness with confidence
to those around you? You need to spend time in pray each day
and to read and learn the Word of God.
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22 FEBRUARY Acts 4:32-37

And great grace was upon them all

We have seen that the church at Jerusalem wagiagurch; it was
also a church whose leaders (the apostles) weeetablitness with
great power to the resurrection of the Lord (33)e Thurch was also
a caring churchAnd great grace was upon them @B). Those early
Christians had a great zeal for God, but it wasthetoffensive,
insensitive zeal of fanaticism. Their lives shovssanething of the
beauty and compassion of the Lord Jesus. They gram@ous people
who showed a practical concern for the needy améeir fellowship.
They gave sacrificially to help one another, anchaavho were able,
sold houses and lands and laid the proceeds &d¢hef the apostles
(34-35). Generous Christian giving is a mark of Gagtace in our
lives (2 Corinthians 8:1-7). The old saying is quitue, ‘When God
touches a man'’s heart, he also touches his walet.3you a generous
person? Do you have thisgreat grace? God loves a cheerful giver
(2 Corinthians 9:7).

One of those who sold land was Joses (36—37). Heanzevite who
belonged to the Jewish community in Cyprus. Hedlasle links with
Jerusalem, being the cousin of John Mark, whoséendived in the
city. She had a large house where the church meadréyer (12:12;
Colossians 4:10). The church gave Joses the naar@aBas’ which
means ‘Son of Encouragement’ because he was @rgraisministry
of comfort and of encouragement among th&mu.you seek to
encourage others in your church? Do you make yourfeaware of

the needs of others? Are you thoughtful and kind?

Give me a faithful heart,
Likeness to thee,
That each departing day
Henceforth may see
Some work of love begun,
Some deed of kindness done,
Some wanderer sought and won,
Something for thee.
(Sylvanus O. Phelps)
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23 FEBRUARY Acts 5:1-11

Why has Satan filled your heart to lie?

Satan had failed to unsettle the church by attbcks without but he
now attacked from within and this was more deadlg pernicious.
The generosity of Barnabas and others made a igneatt upon the
Jerusalem church but Ananias and Sapphira sinnghgiindesire to be
admired. They gave only part of the proceeds fioestle of their land
to the church while pretending that they had gitlenwhole amount.
They were both equally guilty of deception (2,99 as soon as Ananias
laid the money at the apostle’s feet, Peter chgddrhim,'Ananias,
why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the H8Jirit and keep back
part of the price of the land for yourself(8). How foolish they were
to imagine that they could deceive the Holy Spirit.

These verses make it quite clear that the HolyitSpia Person and that
he is God (to lie to the Holy Spirit is to lie taw@; 3—4). This important
truth is denied by false sects such as Jehovahta&¥ses and
Christadelphians. The Lord visited Ananias and Sappwith terrible
judgment (5,10). If their hypocrisy had gone und&td, sin would
have flourished in the church, with disastrous egngnces.

Ananias and Sapphira wanted a reputation for sadfH$icing
godliness without paying the price. If we pretendbé godly when we
are not, we offend God, who hates lies and deceftip. Proverbs
12:22).Let us beware of hypocrisy. The greatest antidoteot
hypocrisy is to cultivate a healthy fear of God anaf fearing to sin
against him.So great fear came upon all the church and upowhb
heard these thingd1).

O give me Lord, the tender heart
That trembles at the approach of sin
A godly fear of sin impart,
Implant and root it deep within,
That | may dread thy gracious power
And never dare to offend thee more.
(Charles Wesley)
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24 FEBRUARY Acts 5:12-21

The people esteemed them highly

Satan’s attack on the church backfired on him. Atibe fear of God
came upon the church and the people (11), multdwafanen and
women were saved (14). News of God’s mighty powsead and
people from the surrounding cities poured into Saklem with their
sick and with those tormented by evil spiritfiey were all healeds
the Lord worked mightily through the apostles (16).

Some church leaders and their followers do nobfelthe biblical
pattern but go to great lengths to be like the varlorder to influence
the world. Worldly behaviour is not becoming in ang who professes
to love ChristThe church is most powerful and has more influence
over the world when it is different from the world! The apostles
were filled with the Holy Spirit and were godly, &the people
esteemed them high($3). We must not beonformed to this world,
but be transformedy the renewing of our mind. We will then prove
what is that good and acceptable and perfect wilGod (Romans
12:2).

The apostles were preaching and performing miraolése precincts

of the temple‘Golomon’s Porch- 12,25). When the high priest and his
fellow Sadducees saw all that was happenihgywere filled with
indignation (17; Greek = ‘filled with jealousy’). They arrestand
imprisoned the apostles but an angel releasedduoeimg the night. He
told them,'Go, stand in the temple and speak to the peogi¢hal
words of this life(18-20). They obeyed the angel and went to the
temple early in the morning and taught.

In the meantime the Sanhedrin had assembled therapostles and
sent to have them brought from the prison. Theyewerhave a great
surprise (21)! Let us pray that God will revive s that he will be
glorified in our lives and in the salvation of sere. May he help us
declaréetall the words of this life.’
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25 FEBRUARY Acts 5:22-32

We ought to obey God rather than men

The men who had been sent to bring the apostlastfie prison came
back to the Sanhedrin empty-handed. They repohadthough the
prison was shut securely and under guard, ther@isavere not inside.
The enemies of the apostles were bemused and eoidinsl then heard
that those who had been put in prison were inghgpte teaching the
people (22-25). The apostles were again arresteédanught before
the council; the high priest charged them with igmgp the command
of the Sanhedrin not to teach in the name of Chrstaccused them
of filling Jerusalem with their doctrine and of iag the blame for the
death of Jesus on him and his fellow-members oSéwehedrin (28).
They had said to Roman governor, Pontius Pilblis,blood be on us
and on our children{Matthew 27:25) but they now objected to having
the blame put where it belonged — at their door.

Peter and the apostles answeréék ought to obey God rather than
men’ (29). This is a vital principle! We must be law-abiding
citizens, but when obedience to men’s laws meansnygng God’s
laws, ‘We ought to obey God rather than merAre you determined
to obey the Lord, whatever the cost to yourself?

Peter did not let the council members forget thaytwere responsible
for the murder of Jesus. God had raised Jesusyaitk@ him to his
right handto be Prince and Saviour, to give repentance tadsand
forgiveness of sinE31). Notice that repentance and forgiveness are
from God, that they are gifts graciously and fregiyen by him (cp.
11:18; 2 Timothy 2:25). The Lord Jesus is descriagthe Prince of
Life’ in Acts 3:15 (the Greek word translatgdince’ is sometimes
translatedauthor,’ eg. Hebrews 12:2). Those who take Jesus as their
Saviour, must also take him as their Prince andlLBeter affirmed
that God gives the Holy Spirit to those who obaw [§82). Obedience

to God begins with repentance and baptism, andrea® in holiness

of life. Let us always remember thaé ought to obey God rather than
men.,
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26 FEBRUARY Acts 5:33-42

Counted worthy to suffer shame for his name

The Sanhedrin reacted furiously to Peter’s boldedeé and took
counsel to kill the apostles (33). One of their tiughly respected
members Gamaliel, at whose feet the apostle Palibkan taught
(22:3), urged caution. He reminded them of fanatssscts whose
leaders had made great claims for themselves lbutdrae to nothing.
If the preaching of the apostles was not of Goddbumen, their work
would also come to nothing. If it was of God, howewvhey would
never overthrow it and they should beware lest firay themselves
fighting God. Gamaliel’'s counsel prevailed and adtéurther warning,
the apostles were flogged and released (34—40).

Gamaliel appeared to be very balanced in his resptmthe apostles
and their message, but his attitude of ‘wait anel &as not good

enough. He had heard the gospel on many occasionsnagw that the

miracles performed by Christ and his apostles wgeraiine; he knew
that the lame man had been healed (3:10-11). Hthar8anhedrin had
overwhelming evidence that Jesus had risen (cptheat28:11-15)

but they were spiritually blind and refused to da Christ.

The apostles rejoicatiat they were counted worthy to suffer shame for
his nameand continued tpreach Jesus as the Christthe temple and
in private homes (41-42). We may long for succasgaspel work
such as that enjoyed by the apostles and the dautgh. We must not
forget, however, that there is a price to pay tarcess — hardship and
suffering (cp. 16:22-24,34; 2 Timothy 2:3; 1 Petelr2—-14). Are we
prepared to suffer shame and humiliation for thee gd Christ and his
gospel? Persecution may also take more subtle faMagnay suffer
the taunts or hurtful remarks of family, friendsdawork-mates
because we love the Lord. We may be denied promaiowvork
because we are ‘too honeskhe Lord Jesus willingly suffered the
most appalling humiliation and shame to save us (Rlippians
2:5-8). Dare we demand a life of Christian ease?

32



27 FEBRUARY Acts 6:1-7

Men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and/isdom

The discipleanultiplying (1) and a growing church is bound to have
‘growing pains’. Satan is always on the lookoutWays to destroy the
unity of a church. The apostles had such a greakload that they
failed to notice that the Christian widows of thelldnists (Greek-
speaking Jews) were being neglected. This situatias not brought
about by malice but it could have easily destrogfeml unity of the
Jerusalem church. It led to misunderstanding aed thurmuring
against the Hebrewg\ramaic-speaking Jews; 1).

The apostles were sensitive to this grievance atetldo maintain the
unity and fellowship of the church. Those in theirch were to seek
out from among themselvagven men of good reputation, full of the
Holy Spirit and wisdonto be responsible for the care of the widows
(3). A situation which could have blighted the attuwas turned into
great blessing (7). The humble task of servingasbVas important
enough to neetimen of good reputation, full of the Holy Spiriich
wisdom’.What is the evidence of beirfigll of the Holy Spiri? There

is a beauty and attractiveness about such a ldaus® it bears the
precious fruit of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:228)2Stephen was
greatly gifted, but he was willing to serve in a hmble capacityand
God honoured this man who was to become the finsis@@an martyr.
Pray that God will raise up men to lead our chuscliko ardull of the
Holy Spirit and wisdom.

The apostles had important priorities. They gaventselves
continually to prayer and to the ministry of therd/¢4). And the word
of God spread, and the number of the disciplesipligltl greatly in
Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests wergliebeto the faith
(7). The Word of God would not have spread and nvamyld not have
been brought to faith in Christ if they had negéecprayer and the
ministry of the Word.
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28 FEBRUARY Acts 6:8-15

The wisdom and the Spirit by which he spoke

Stephen was the first man in the early church,ratien the apostles,
to perform miracles. He is described as bdinigof faith and the Holy
Spirit (5) andfull of faith and powe(8). He faithfully, powerfully and
boldly preached the gospel. He was an outstandimgs@an. All
Christians have the gift of the Holy Spirit (2:3But not all are equally
godly or Christlike. Stephen’s sermon in the nérapter shows that he
had an excellent knowledge of Scriptuvée cannot have spiritual
wisdom without a knowledge and love of God’s WordLet the word
of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdorfColossians 3:16).

Some of the Jews were very hostile towards Stephdrdisputed with
him, butthey were not able to resist the wisdom and thet®giwhich
he spokg10). Preaching without the blessing and powahefHoly
Spirit will not bring conviction of sin, nor wiltimove men and women
to repentance and faith in God. Pray much thaptkeaching of your
pastor will be attended by the power and blessfrigeoHoly Spirit.

The enemies of Stephen were determined to silermeahd they
recruited some men to falsely accuse him of blasgtegainst Moses
and God (11). These people were very devout im tekgion but were
prepared to tell wicked lies to further their eaiims (13-14). They
stirred up the people and seized Stephen, bringimgbefore the
Sanhedrin. The history of the church reveals tbates of the worst
persecution suffered by Christians has been in&hy religious
people. All the members of the council fixed theyes on Stephen
whose face was as radiant as that of an angel Tt&&y may have
hated Stephen, but they could see that his religiaa real and far
different from their hypocritical ways. Our chursheeed to see more
shining faces which are aglow with love for Chasd joy in the Holy
Spirit. The people in the world around us neecmthe difference that
the Lord Jesus has made in our lives.
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29 FEBRUARY Acts 7:1-43

Then God turned and gave them up

Stephen was challenged by the high priest to anfveeaccusations
made against him and his defence took the form\adrg powerful
sermon. He had been accused of spediagphemous words against
Moses and Go¢6:11). He began by tracing the history of Isfagn
Abraham to the prophets (2-52). He proved thatdwskih no way
misrepresented Moses who himself had sufferedtiefeat the hands
of the Jews (27-29,35,39). Moses had supposedhithatoplevould
have understood that God would deliver them byaimsd, but they did
not understand@25). They were spiritually blind but they werahaut
excuse:

« They had seen wonders and signs in Egypt, at dtk3ea, and
during their forty year journey through the wildess (36).

 They had been given the Word of God through M@tls living
oracles’ 38).

« They hankered after Egypt, the place of terribbmdage and
misery (39; cp. Numbers 14:1-14).

 They turned away from God to worship idols (41-43)

Stephen’s listeners honoured Moses with their lipsthey were no
different from their ancestors who had rejected.hilmey were more
culpable because they had rejected the great projhieeLord Jesus
Christ, of whom Moses had spoken (37). The wordgeirse 42 are
frightening! —'Then God turned and gave them up to worship ths¢ ho
of heaven.They had rejected his Word and his servant, angalve
them up to the worship of the sun, moon and stadg@idol worship.
The captivity in Babylon was a just punishment floeir rebellion
against his commandments. It is possible to ratet@come to a point
where God gives us up to our sin (cp. Romans 16223.

If you are not a Christian, remember the repeated pportunities
that you have had to repent of your sin. The Lord Wl not always
be patient with you. Come to Christ now lest God gie you up to
your sin and no longer speaks to you.
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