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1 FEBRUARY 2 Samuel 16:15to 17:14

The LORD had purposed to defeat the good counsel of Ahithelph

When Absalom arrived in Jerusalem, he was susmotdtHushai’s
professed allegiance (16:15-17). Hushai's wotdmg live the king!’
may have a double meaniig6). Absalom thought that Hushai was
speaking of him, but Hushai was probably thinkifidavid. Israel
may have chosen Absalom to be king, but God haseshDavid (18).

Ahithophel advised Absalom to openly take possassicis father’s
harem; this would be seen as a sign of his ownreay@y. Ahithophel
knew that such an act would make reconciliationasgible between
Absalom and his father (20—23). His counsel haggddeen wise and
convincing, and with both David and Absalom, it vessif one had
inquired at the oracle of Go(lL6:23). His advice was not normally
guestioned. Absalom and the elders of Israel rgaaljreed that
Ahithophel should lead an army of twelve thousarghrto pursue
David. They would destroy him while he was stillakg17:1-4).

Absalom asked Hushai for his counsel, after revento him
Ahithophel’s plan. Hushai suggested that the coluosAhithophel
was not good at this time (17:7). David and his mygmen would
fiercely respond to an attack like a bear robbedhef cubs and
Absalom’s troops would probably be defeated. Heeaygd to the
vanity of Absalom who should raise a great armynfrall Israel and
lead them triumphantly into battle, overwhelmingvidleand his troops.
Hushai knew that this would give David time to reenfrom the
disarray in which he found himself and that he wldo# able to plan
his strategy while Absalom was assembling his akhghai’'s counsel
was acceptedpr the LORD had purposed to defeat the good counsel
of Ahithophel14).

Though David’s circumstances were dark and bittez,Lord was
working on his behalfWe should always remember that the Lord
will never forsake those who love him and follow hm! He is
sovereign over all people, even our enemies.



2 FEBRUARY 2 Samuel 17:15-29

The people are hungry and weary and thirsty in tivdderness

Hushai told Zadok and Abiathar the priests of thansel given to
Absalom by Ahithophel and by himself. Their sonsowtere to take
this information to David, remained outside of 3alem for fear of
being seen. They were seen by a lad however amadue known their
whereabouts to Absalom. They escaped capture loyghina well and
eventually reached David with Hushai’'s news andsags urging him
to cross the Jordan immediately (15-21).

David's prayer that the Lord woultlirn the counsel of Ahithophel into
foolishness(15:31) was answered. The traitor knew that thectejn
of his advice would lead to defeat for Absalom hadook his own life
(23). David may have had Ahithophel in mind wheminete,'Even my
own familiar friend in whom | trusted, who ate nmgdxl, has lifted up
his heel against mgPsalm 41:9). These words were quoted by Jesus
concerning Judas Iscariot who also hanged himgelfirf 13:18;
Matthew 27:3-5). Betrayal brings great distresstbose who engage
in such treachery will surely come to grief. Thad.desus knows just
how we feel when we have been hurt or betrayethbye we trusted
and he will vindicate us.

David came to Mahanaim (where the angels of God Jaebb;
Genesis 32:1-2). The Lord did not encourage Dayisemding angels,
but by sending three good men, Shobi, Machir anziBai, who
brought provisions for David and his men (27)slinteresting to note
that Mephibosheth had received kindness from Mah#-5), and
that Shobi was an Ammonite prince (cp. 10:1-2).SEhmen were
moved by the needs of David and his company, saliihg people are
hungry and weary and thirsty in the wilderne§7—-29).There are
many needy Christians who need practical help; sommay be in
our own church? If we are aware of their needs, we must show love
and compassion towards them, and help them (1 3dlex-18)?



3 FEBRUARY 2 Samuel 18:1 -18

To keep my name in remembrance

David divided his army into three companies andld/dave led them
into battle but the people begged him to stay aiMagy valued him too
highly to have him risk his life in battle (1-4)aidd was now quietly
confident that God would give him victory and hentoanded Joab,
Abishai and Ittai in the hearing of the peopi@gal gently for my sake
with the young man AbsalorfB—6). The two armies met ithhe woods
of Ephraim’'which were located in Gilead, not Ephraim; they ever
remembered by this name because the Ephraimite®hea been
defeated there by Jephthah (6; cp. 17:26; Judgé} Absalom’s army
suffered a great defeat and he was caught by hi inethe boughs of
a tree (probably because he was surprised andciestk when he met
David's servants).

Joab rebuked the man who told him that Absalomhaagjing in a tree
because he had not killed him. He told him thawbeld have richly

rewarded him had he killed the rebellious princee Than reminded
him of the king’s instructions to deal gently whis rebellious son,

stating that he would not kill him though offeretbatune. Joab chose
to ignore the king’'s command and he killed Absal@+l5). Absalom

died as an accursed man, hanging from a tree ameblbunder a large
heap of stones (Deuteronomy 21:23; Joshua 7:198:26; 10:27).

Absalom had set up a monument to himself saylrigave no son to
keep my name in remembran¢28; this may have been before the
birth of his sons; cp. 14:27). He wanted to be maimered, but what
for? As a proud and arrogant man? As a treachenoars? As a
murderer? His wicked rebellion against his fathestahe lives of
twenty thousand men (7-9). You may not have a mematoy which
you will be remembered, but how is your lif&®ill you be
remembered for folly or for godliness? You may bedrgotten by
men, but God will never forget your life and work (Matthew
25:31-40; Revelation 14:13).



4 FEBRUARY 2 Samuel 18:19-33

If only | had died in your place

Joab had wilfully disobeyed David by killing Absald5,12). He was
not willing for Ahimaaz, a trusted friend of David,take him the news
so he sent a Cushite. After the man had left toogihe king, Joab
reluctantly yielded to the request of Ahimaaz whuran the other
messenger to reach David first (19-23). He toldi®dvat God had
given them victory over the rebels. He could natdphimself to tell
David of Absalom’s death, however, and when theylasked him a
direct question, he lied by saying that he wasavegdre of the fate of
Absalom. The Cushite arrived to bring the news timso much
dreaded. David did not rejoice over the victoryhef troops but went
to his room to grieve and weep for his son (28-32).

David’s moving lament for Absalom reveals the degtlhis love for

his wicked son:O my son Absalom — my son, my son Absalom — if
only | had died in your placg33). What great yearning for such a
treacherous son who had been responsible for bgngm so much
distress. Sin brings terrible misery and heartatfileen David had
Uriah killed with the sword in battle, God had wadhhim,‘Now
therefore, the sword shall never depart from yoause’(12:9-10).
Ammon had already been murdered (13:28-29) andAbsa&alom had
perished too.

Absalom, a wicked man, died in a tree (I#)e Lord Jesus, sinless
and righteous, was nailed to a tree to save us froour sins so that
we could be forgiven and reconciled to God. He didot say,‘If only

| had died in your place,he did die in our place!He was mocked,
tortured and crucified to save us from our sins. it amazing love!
How do you respond to such love? Do you love hirthvaill your

heart? How does this show in your life? If you han¢ become a
Christian, what is holding you back?



5 FEBRUARY 2 Samuel 19:1-15

Arise, go out and speak comfort to your servants

David’s grief and mourning for Absalom unsettled people and cast
a shadow over their victory (1-4). Joab sharplyuteddl David,
pointing out that he had turned victory into mourgiwith his
excessive grief. This was a disgrace and a betodythke soldiers who
had saved his life. He warned the king that hisgsowould desert him
if he did not meet them and encourage them. Hedunge, ‘Arise, go
out and speak comfort to your serva(it$. We must never be slow to
show our gratitude to those who help us and encouga them. Let
us remember that we sin if we are unthankful (2 Tinothy 3:2).
Never take others for granted!

David took Joab’s words to heart and he went outéet his army (8).
Joab was right in his assessment of the situatiohhe was wrong to
be so rough in his admonition of a heartbroken rhahus remember
that our rebukes must always be spoken with una@aing,
compassion and love (cp. Colossians 3:12-14).

David did not immediately return to Jerusalem, tvatited to be
recalled by popular acclaim. The people of Isrted fiorthern tribes)
disputed among themselves about bringing back Diamiis palace to
rule over them but those who wished to recognisewon the debate.
The people of David’s own tribe, Judah, showed rgency to show
their support for him. He sent word to his friemadserusalem, Zadok
and Abiathar the priests, urging them to challethgeelders of Judah,
saying,"You are my brethren, you are my bone and my f\&ty then
are you the last to bring back the kingihey were also to tell
Absalom’s army commander, Amasa, that David woplgbint him to
lead his army in the place of Joab (9-13).

David’'s words brought unanimous support from thenroé Judah.
They went to Gilgal, on the west bank of the Jordameet their king
and to escort him across the river (14-15).



6 FEBRUARY 2 Samuel 19:15-39

How long have I to live, that | should go up withé king?

Shimei had every reason to be afraid with the rastm of the throne
to David. He had cursed the king to his face anovth stones at him
when he fled from Jerusalem (16:5-13). Abishai wdidve killed him
there and then but for the intervention of Davieé kbw hurried to
meet David on his return and cast himself upon fammercy and
confessed his guilt. He made no excuses for hikeglidehaviour and
said,‘For |, your servant, know that | have sinngd'9-20). David
freely pardoned him, confirming this with an oatough Abishai
again wanted to kill him (21-23). He knew that thisuld indicate to
Absalom’s supporters that the king would not taé&eenge against
them. He remained suspicious of Shimei until thg ofhis death
however and warned Solomon not to consider hintlgsd (1 Kings
2:8-9).

David acted very graciously to Shimei but he wass lthan fair to
Mephibosheth. The lame son of Jonathan had moutme&ing’s
overthrow but had been wickedly slandered by higzse Ziba. David
had reacted by giving Mephibosheth’s land to thedérer. He showed
scant interest in punishing Ziba (who did not caesféis guilt) and
offered to restore only half of the land to Meplsbeth. Jonathan’s son
was so pleased at David’s return that he saidhthavas prepared for
Ziba to take all of his lands (24-30).

Barzillai was a great character! Though he was \addy he had
supported David and had generously given him prorswhen he
fled from Jerusalem (31-32; cp. 17:27-29). Old isgeo barrier to
usefulness in God’s work! We can give ourselvethéovital ministry
of prayer and if blessed with material things, giemerous support to
the work of God. David now wanted to honour Baazilbut the old
man was not looking for any reward. He sé&ithw long have I to live,
that | should go up with the king to Jerusalem?He was contented
with life, even in old age with all its limitations(33—-38). Godliness
with contentment is great gain (1 Timothy 6:6) Hows it with you?



7 FEBRUARY 2 Samuel 19:40-43

Why then do you despise us?

David had been hurt by his own tribe’s slownessatb for his return
to Jerusalem. They responded immediately to hisptaint and went
to bring their king back to his palace (15). Dawias so taken up with
his own tribe of Judah that he did not appear ticadhe fact that he
had only half of the people of Israel with him.*&lmen of Israel
strongly resented the prominence given to the wibéudah and they
complained to David that their brethren from Ju¢ial stolen him
away. The men of Judah responded by saying thay tresd
accompanied the king because he was closely relatdtem. They
could not understand the anger of the others ealheas they had
never sought any special favours from the king.

Those of the ten tribes of Israel retorted thaythad ten shares in
David and had more right to him than the peopléuafah. Moreover,
they had been the first to support the returnekihg to Jerusalem and
they felt slighted by the men of Judah. They asRafthy then do you
despise us?ut the men of Judah were in no mood to be pebagtii
were even more fierce in their arguments (40—43¢. Jeeds of distrust
and rivalry that were to divide the nation aftee tteath of Solomon
were already present (cp. 1 Kings 12)wke are proud and despise
others, we will cause trouble and division.

Gordon Keddie observes, ‘The application to modiéen— not least
to that of Christians in churches — is plain andrawgent. The pride
of Israel and Judah is still with us. More fellowshetween Christians
is broken by pride-related personal animosity tiagenuine doctrinal
disagreements ... When we do not saturate ouiaesdtips with the
love of Christ, our differences can soon breakiotd sores that run
with bitterness and rancour. TRIUMPH OF THE KING — Welwyn
Commentary Series, published by Evangelical Press).

* The ‘people’ and‘men’in these verses do not refer to every individnahe
tribes. David would have been escorted by the lesad&the tribes and their
troops.



8 FEBRUARY 2 Samuel 20:1-6

But he delayed longer than the set time

David had left his concubines in Jerusalem to éardnis palace but
Absalom had violated them (15:16; 16:21-22). Wherrédturned
home, he put them into seclusion (3). Dale Ralphf@uoting 12:11,
points out, ‘The misery of these women was occasldry David’s sin
in the Bathsheba, Uriah affair. No, they were nomleless; David
situated them in secluded quarters. Nor were tteeyiag or destitute,
for David provided for them. But he would have noghmore to do
with them. They were confined, isolated, and alon€here is simply
something intensely, irretrievably sad about v&se. We continue to
meet this radical sadness in the kingdom of Godr&cof Christ’'s
people know what it is to have their lives turnedjtey because of the
sins of others. And when all is said and done,eh&mo help for it,
except in the One sent “to bind up the broken-leediisaiah 61:1) and
in the hand that promises to wipe away the tears fall faces (Isaiah
25:8)."— COMMENTARY ON 2 SAMUEL, pages 205-206).

Sheba, who was from Saul’s tribe of Benjamin, wasaathless
individual who took advantage of the bitter feesifgptween Judah and
the other tribes of Israel. He led the men of Isina@ revolt against
David persuading them that they had no part in ®&). The king had
appointed Absalom’s army commander, Amasa, tolésattoops in the
place of Joab (cp. 17:25;19:13) but Amasa provedetanworthy of
such a high command. David had ordered him to gatteemen of
Judah for battle within three dapsit he delayed longer than the set
time which David had appointed hi@#-5).

David was obliged to hand over command to Joalwther, Abishai,
to lead the army against Sheba (6). Amasa lackggeamse of urgency
in a time of great crisis. There is a message foengs in our confusing
times.We cannot afford to be complacentThe Lord Jesus sai)o
you not say, “There are still four months and tltemes the harvest”?
Behold, | say to you, lift up your eyes and loothatfields, for they are
already white for harvest!(John 4:35)There is much work to be
done for the Lord. What are you doing?

10



9 FEBRUARY 2 Samue | 20:6—-26

A wise woman

David had appointed Abishai, the brother of Joalbput down the
rebellion of Sheba, but it is obvious that Joab wasntrol of the army.
We read ofJoab’s men’in verse 7 and latetfJoab was over all the
host of Israel’(23). He was a brilliant general, but he was also
ruthless and dangerous man. Amasa caught up wiidBdroops at
the large rock in Gibeon. After meeting Amasa, Joalsdered him,
while feigning to greet him (8-10). It was commaagiice to grasp a
person’s beard while greeting them with a kiss. filet hand was the
hand in which the sword was held and Amasa wouldhaee expected
that Joab would have a sword in his left hand (9).

Dale Ralph Davis observes, ‘Joab is both intendejal and
completely uncontrollable. He does not raise tlamdard of revolt
against David like Sheba, nor does he seek Davlt'sne like
Absalom. Joab is faithful to David. he does nottitrpecome king and
yet he acts as his own king. He is extremely laygaDavid but
essentially unsubmissive to David ... There is sadihing as
acknowledging the king’'s sovereignty and disregagdhis will
(COMMENTARY, pages 208-209). Some in our churches are like. Joa
They will not obey the will of King Jesu$Nlot everyone who says to
me, “Lord, Lord,” shall enter the kingdom of heaverbut he who
does the will of my Father in heave(Matthew 7:21).

After killing Amasa, Joab pursued Sheba and trapgpedin the town

of Abel which was renowned for its wisdom. He magthta siege to
take the city and deal with Sheba. He would hawrdged it but for
the intervention ofa wise woman.'She called out to Joab and asked
him, “You seek to destroy a city and a mother in Isrééhy would you
swallow up the inheritance of theRD?’ (19). Joab told her that this
was not his intention. He would depart from thg,cftthe rebel Sheba,
was handed over to him. She persuaded the peopbetute Sheba.
After they had thrown the head of the rebel oherwall to Joab, he
withdrew his troops and the city was spared (13-22)

11



10 FEBRUARY 2 Samuel 21:1- 14

And after that God heeded the prayer for the land

A famine devastated Israel for three years. This amindication of
divine judgment on Israel (Leviticus 26:14-16, a0y David inquired
of the LORD. God told him that the famine was a judgment ométen
because Saul had massacred some of the Gibedie=e people were
not Hebrews but had tricked Joshua into makingvamant with them;
this guaranteed their survival when the Israeldestroyed the
Canaanites (Joshua 9:14-15). Saul had violatedsttainn oath and
though many years had passed, God sent judgme®}. (krael was
held responsible because Saul was their king. Toes not remove
guilt for sin and though God is long-suffering,ib&lso just.

David asked the Gibeonites how he should make atenefor Saul’s
massacre. They indicated that they did not de#uer ©r gold from the
estate of Saul, nor for any man in Israel to die.then promised that
he would do anything that they asked, and they deedthat he hand
over seven descendants of Saul to be hanged. &duhbrdered and
that must have atonement. Justice must be seendorte. David may
not have expected such a demand after their @sgianse to him, but
Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan was spared (D&®. R. Davis
has some helpful comments on this incide®IMENTARY ON

2 SAMUEL, page 223). See also Gordon KeddieH TRIUMPH OF THE
KING, pages 195-196). Atonement is costly! The LordiSesade
atonement for our sin through his death on thescros

Rizpah’s devotion to her sons seen in her grieftfem is very moving.
Their bodies had been left hanging and she senugkashift tent from
which she guarded the bodies day and night fromesgzng birds and
beasts. David was moved by her example to havedbees of Saul
and Jonathan re-buried in their family grave togethith those who
had been hanged. David had put matters right mghGibeonites on
behalf of IsraelAnd after that God heeded the prayer for the Iéi).
Once matters were put right, the prayers for tmeirie to end were
heard.There is an important principle here — If we disobg God
and cling to sin, he will not hear our prayers (Pslan 66:18).

12



11 FEBRUARY 2 Samu el 21:15-22

David grew faint

These verses record the killing of four giants attles between Israel
and the Philistines. One of them, Ishbi-Benob, camg close to
killing David in one of these battleBavid grew faint ... but Abishai ...
came to his aid, and struck the Philistine andekilhim.David’s men
vowed never again to allow their king to lead tharbattle as he was
too precious to be lost (15-17). What can we |&am these verses?

*  We will always have battles in the Christian [itg. 2 Corinthians
10:4; Ephesians 6:10-18; 1 Timothy 1:18; 6:12; &xdthy 2:3-4).

David killed one giant, but he encountered othatsrlin his life. We

may enjoy great victories over temptation, hindesnand problems in
the Christian life butve must never become complacenihere are
other ‘giants’ who will attack us and we will atrtes grow faint in

God’s work. If you are familiar with John Bunyargseat Christian
classic ‘The Pilgrim’s Progress’ you may recall hawnan called
Vain-confidence assured them that the way througip&h Meadow
led to the Celestial City. They soon fell into aegepit and were
captured by Giant Despair who imprisoned them init2mg Castle.

You will need to read ‘The Pilgrim’s Progress’ ity do not know the
outcome.

* We need each other just as David needed Abislndd isolate

yourself from your fellow-believers. They need ydwlp and

encouragement and you need them. If the greatlef®mstl needed the
fellowship of other Christians (eg. 2 Timothy 1:139) so do you.

Christian ‘loners’ make life very difficult for tlmselves.

* Matthew Henry comments, ‘The most powerful eneraiesoften
reserved for the last conflict. David began higghith the conquest
of one giant, and here concludes it with the costjaéfour. Death is
a Christian’s last enemy ... but, through him tnaimphed for us, we
hope even over that enemy to be more than conquatdast.’

13



12 FEBRUARY 2 Samuel 22:1-20

He delivered me because he delighted in me

The song in this chapter is repeated with justaaddéferences in Psalm
18. Verse 1 appears as the title of Psalm 18 wiieh begins;l will
love you, O DRD, my strength.The psalm breathes out praise to God
for his deliverance. This chapter is quoted witference to the Lord
Jesus Christ (verses 3 and 50 ; cp. Hebrews 2dr@aRs 15:9). We can
trace the sorrows, suffering and triumph of Chnsthis psalm, but it

is also rich in its description of the experienoéthe child of God.

Look at the description of God’s greatness andgtfein verses 2 and
3:‘My rock ... my fortress ... my deliverer ... stiength ... my shield ...
the horn of my salvatiofthe ‘horn’ is a symbol of strength).. my
stronghold.”We have a strong God who is deserving of our @ast
worthy of our praise (4). The Lord does hear usladoes deliver us
(7, 17-20). Are you going through a time of sewesd? Trust in God
and take heart; he will never fail you.

This psalm not only tells of God’s strength, bigoabf his graceHe
delivered me because he delighted in @@). Think of this staggering
truth. If you are a Christian, God delights in yamd those who would
fight you fight the Almighty (cp. Acts 5:39; 9:1,8) Though God
delights in his beloved Son, he delivered him upetoible suffering
and death to save us (5-7; cp. Romans 8:32). Tibiglé overwhelm
us with wonder, love and praise to our glorious Ga@ you feeling
low or lonely? Remember that the Lord delightsan yand that he will
surely deliver you from all your enemies and yoials.

True religion means enjoying a relationship wite God who delights
in his people. Notice the repetition‘be ... me’in verses 17 to 2@o
you know God by personal experience? Can you honéstestify to
his gracious dealings with you? Do not be contentith a
half-hearted, dull ‘Christianity’. Seek the Lord and call upon him in
prayer. He will make himself known to you so thatiytoo will praise
him from a heart overflowing with love.

14



13 FEBRUARY 2 Samu el 22:21-37

As for God, his way is perfect

Verses 21 to 25 point to the Lord Jesus. He alosgtsireward for his
righteousness. We are all sinners atlidbur righteousnesses are like
filthy rags(lsaiah 64:6; Romans 3:10). Wonder of wonders! (ha#tes
sinners righteous by his grace and imputes (putaitcaccount) the
righteousness of Christ to us. We are no longedeomed for our sins
but accepted by God! If we love the Lord, we will dll that we are
able, to keep ourselves from falling into sin (2§ we behave towards
others, God will deal with us (26—27). How can wpet to find mercy
from God, if we are not merciful? (cp. Matthew 6:18:21-35).

There are times when we are baffled by the wayGarf with us. Let
us be encouraged by verse 8%:for God, his way is perfect; the word
of the LORD is proven.God’s way is perfect because he is infinitely
wise, powerful and goodsod’s Word is a proven word because he
cannot lie and he will never fail us. All his promses are true!David
proved it, countless thousands since have provexhd so can we.
Hallelujah!

God also strengthens us and makes our way perB8t His
gentlenesdias made us great (36 — the Hebrewgiemtlenessneans
‘humility’). God in grace stoops down to lift us &p make us great
(and what can be greater than being a child of dd€ supports us
(37). Let us worship him, for he\gorthy to be praise®).

God shall alone the refuge be,
And comfort of my mind;

Too wise to be mistaken, he,
Too good to be unkind.

When | the tempter’s rage endure,
'Tis God supports my mind,;
Too wise to be mistaken, sure!
Too good to be unkind.
(Samuel Medley)

15



14 FEBRUARY 2 Samuel 22:38-51

The LORD lives!

David rejoiced in the victories that God had gitvm over his enemies
(38-46). These verses also point to the victori&awid’s greater Son,
the Messiah, who will triumph over all his enemaesl will come again
as King of kings and Lord of lords (Revelation 1B:16). David
undoubtedly possessed great skills as a leadeaitieh but he
acknowledged that it was God who had armed him gfitbngth to
fight (40). His opponents were fighting God and wiltkey finally
prayed, it was too late (42). If you are not a €limi, | plead with you,
‘Do not refuse to listen to God’s voice’ (see Hetse3:7-12). It is a
solemn thing to know that a time may come when @ildrefuse to
hear our prayers if we refuse to listen to his eq42).

We must not lead our lives as if God were dead.eXéarget, The
LORDlives! (47). We are privileged to have fellowship witke fiving,
personal God.

* He lives to avenge us when we are wronged but wst mever
take personal revenge on those who wrong us (48Romans
12:19-21).

* God lives to deliver us and to give us victoryep®atan. If we
resist the devil, he will flee from us (James 4:7).

* The Lord lives to prosper his work, to build hisicch, and to keep
us in all our ways.

* He s the eternal God who lives to help us throtighdark valley
experiences. Nothing, not even death, can sepasateom his love
(Romans 8:38-39).

The song closes with Godanointed(or Messiah) rejoicing in his
everlasting kingdom (50-51; cp. Romans 1519t us also give
thanks to the Lord and sing praises to his name (50

The LORD lives! Blessed be my Rock!
Let God be exalted, the Rock of my salvation!’(47).

16



15 FEBRUARY 2 Samuel 23:1-7

An everlasting covenant, ordered in all things asdcure

There is all the difference in the world betweea thild of God and
the unbeliever as they face death. In his last svautich are written as
a song, David is able to review the past with gude and to look to
the future with hope and confidence.

The sweet psalmist of Isragas inspired by the Holy Spirit to utter the
psalms. He saidThe Spirit of the DRDspoke by me, and his word was
on my tongue{1-2). The Bible is not just an ordinary bookijsit
unique! All Scripture is given by inspiration of G¢d Timothy 3:16:
the Greek word translatébly inspiration’ means ‘breathed out’). The
Bible is God-breathed! We read elsewhéter, prophecy never came
by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke ayg there moved by
the Holy Spirit’(2 Peter 1:21). Satan hates the Word of God arhbe
tempted men and women to doubt it from the eartiests (Genesis
3:1,4). We should not be surprised that the Biklattacked and
scorned. What a privilege it is to know that Goeéals to us today
through his precious Word! Do you pray and expect to speak to
you whenyou read your Bible?

The ideal ruler is described in verses 3 and 4idlad himself fallen
short of that ideal but he could rejoice because &a made with him
an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things aeture(5). The
dying king had a sense of great security in thigeoant which had
been ordered in all things by the almighty God whaonot fail. He
knew that from his house would come the righteou)Kthe Messiah
(cp. Jeremiah 33:15-17). The kingdom of the Lorsudeis likea
morning without cloud$4). David closes his song with a warning of
the terrible end of the wicked (6—Are you a real Christian? How
foolish it is to live with unforgiven sin and with uncertainty when
God is willing to save youHe will make you his own child if you will
come to the Lord Jesus, repenting of your sin austihg in him.

We expect a bright tomorrow,
All will be well. (Mary Peters)
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16 FEBRUARY 2 Samuel 23:8-17

The men who went in jeopardy of their lives

David was a great soldier, but he also owed mudhigonighty men
who are listed in the remaining verses of this tda@ heir exploits
have a number of lessons and challenges for usy @splayed:

* Courage — Josheb-Basshebeth fought and gainedryiaot a
seemingly impossible situation (8). In a Philistattack, the people
fled, but Shammah stood firm and courageously diddrthe field
against the Philistines and defeated them. Shamvaala brave man,
but he owed his success to Géad the IORD brought about a great
victory (11-12).

» Perseverance — Shammah was strong in defencéldazar was
strong in attack. He persevered until his handkstacis sword and
God gave him a great victory (9-10).

» Sacrificial service — When David was at theeca¥ Adullam
(1 Samuel 22:1), he expressed his longing for kdof water from a
certain well in Bethlehem. The Philistines were mgsoned in
Bethlehem at that time, however. Three mighty mvent in jeopardy
of their livesfor their king. Theybroke through the camp of the
Philistinesto draw water from the well and brought it to thieing.
David was greatly moved by their devotion and helbdamot drink the
water but poured it out to the Lord (15-17). Thkealah's Witnesses
use David’s words in verse 17 as a proof text ajdilood transfusion.
It has nothing to do with blood transfusion.

The Lord Jesus gave his life to die in terrible agay to save us from

our sins. He is worthy of our total devotion and lgalty. There is a
greater need than ever for men and women of couratiee church.
We must stand firm for truth and holiness in theefaf confusion and
compromise. The Christian message is despisedegected by many
and there are many pressures to compromise. Thioktdhe virtues
of David’s mighty men and prayerfully seek the gra¢ God to show
them in your life.
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17 FEBRUARY 2 Samuel 23:18-39

... and Uriah the Hittite

Joab’s two brothers, Abishai and Asahel are ligtggkd the mighty men
(18, 24). Abishai’s exploit in killing three hundtrevith his spear is
recorded, but there is no mention of the deedsahal who was killed
by Abner, early in David’s reign (2:18-23).

Benaiah overcame immensely strong men. He killeoinsand fought
a huge Egyptian, tearing his spear from his hand then killing him
with it. (20-21). We may not attain to great phgsistrength, but we
must aim to be strong in the Lord (Ephesians 6210imothy 2:1).
Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be stidn@orinthians 16:13).

The list of mighty men continues with their namast, gives no detail
of their exploits (24-39). The last mentioned oe list isUriah the

Hittite (39), whose faithfulness to his king was rewarbgdetrayal
from the man he served. David found mercy and Yemgss from God
but he would never forget his foul deed when heesad that Uriah
should be killed in battle. God is gracious andtshould always
humble us (cp. Paul’s testimony in 1 Corinthian®©1%0).

The mighty men are not forgotten and the Lord wat forget us, nor
will he ever leave us. Itis always a great encgemnaent to read the roll
of honour of God’s heroes in Hebrews chapter 1& Naw Testament
also has a record of the faithful service of grd@racters such as
Priscilla and Aquila (Romans 16:3-4) and Onesipusr® Timothy
1:16-18).

Our work for the Lord is important and he will rewa rd us for
faithful, self-denying service.’A cup of cold water’given to refresh
a thirsty soul is not forgotten (Matthew 10:42; 2534-40).

O use me, Lord, use even me,
Just as thou wilt, and when, and where,
Until thy blesséd face | see,
Thy rest, thy joy, thy glory share.
(Frances Ridley Havergal)
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18 FEBRUARY 2 Samue | 24:1-9

Why does my lord the king desire this thing?

We do not know why the Lord was angry with Isrdelt he moved
David to take a census. Satan is also said to imawed David to take
the census (1 Chronicles 21:1). This is not a eainttion, for the Lord
uses Satan and evil spirits to fulfil his purpoard Satan can only act
with God’s permission (cp. 1 Kings 22:19-23; Jal212:6). The Lord
sanctioned census-taking in Israel for those tweesrs of age and
above. Those numbered were required to give amioffef half a
shekel to the Lord to avoid a plague (Exodus 3Qt6)—

We are not told why it was wrong for David to take census on this
occasion. David knew the reason, however, becaedater find him

confessing his sin for numbering the people (1®.ny have been
motivated by a desire to boast of his military mi@). There is no
evidence that a half-shekel was offered by eacthase who were
recorded in the census, and God plagued the p€bple

Joab, who was not a spiritual man, warned Davidragahis futile
exercise. He asked hirfBut why does my lord the king desire this
thing?’(3). David would not listen to him and the censasktalmost
ten months to complete (2-9).

When someone is bent on a course of disobediencé€xod, they will
shut their ears to sense and reasoiidas Satan been whispering in
your mind, tempting you to a wrong course of aciéine you refusing
to listen to sound spiritual advice? Oh, do notdmdish like David was
on this occasion. Come to the Lord and ask himwue gou grace and
strength to help you overcome the wiles of theldevi

O give me, Lord, the tender heart

That trembles at the approach of sin;

A godly fear of sin impart,

Implant and root it deep within,

That | may dread thy gracious power

And never dare to offend thee more. (Charles Wesley)
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19 FEBRUARY 2 Samuel 24:10-25

Nor will I offer burnt offerings to the LORD my God with that
which costs me nothing

David realised the folly of his actions and waswoted and in great
distress (10, 14). The Lord sent Gad, the sedn,awhessage for David
telling him that he would be punished for his $bavid realised the
folly of his actions and was convicted and in giiatress (10, 14). He
must choose either seven years of famine, threghmasf military
defeat by his enemies, or three days of plagubenand at the hand
of the angel of the Lord. A very distressed Dawhdse punishment at
the hand of God, acknowledging that the mercigb@lord are great
(11-14).

David witnessed the terrifying sight of the angkthe Lord striking
the people and he cried out again to God. The Liordhjs mercy,
stopped the plague short of Jerusalem at the tingedloor of Araunah
(also known as Ornan; 16-18; cp. 1 Chronicles 21Tbe prophet
Gad told David to erect an altar to the Lord on timeshing-floor.
Araunah refused any payment for his threshing-flaod offered
David wood and animals for the sacrifices (19—Z8vid insisted on
paying him, saying\Nor will | offer burnt offerings to the @QRD my
God with that which costs me nothir{@4). The temple was later built
on this very site, the place of sacrifice (2 Chetes 3:1).

David paid 50 shekels of silver for the threshilogpf and the oxen to
sacrifice (24). In 1 Chronicles 21:25 it says thatpaid 600 shekels of
gold. There is no contradiction! David not only phased the

threshing floor but the whole site for building tteenple. A threshing

floor was insulfficient for the temple and 1 Chrdesc22:3 shows that a
huge area was needed for the materials for theléebuyilding.

There is a great challenge for us here. Our Savames us and gave
himself to save us from our sins Surely we shoeldiélighted to give
generously to his work and to labour sacrificidly him? Are we
offering to God something that costs us nothing? Ax we giving
him only our second-best? Half-hearted service isat acceptable!
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GALATIANS

On his first missionary journey the apostle Patdl@shed churches in
southern Galatia at Antioch (in Pisidia), Iconiulystra and Derbe
(Acts 13:13 to 14:23). He revisited these churchesis second
missionary journey and may have established otherctes further
north (Acts 16:1-6). We cannot be certain just wRanl wrote his
letter to the Galatian churches. Some (eg. Cabatipve that he wrote
it after he had returned to Antioch in Syria froms first missionary
journey, approximately AD 49. Others (eg. Willianerdiriksen) think
that Paul wrote the letter from Corinth during kesond missionary
journey, approximately AD 52.

The Galatian churches were being troubled by talsehers (Judaizers)
who were insisting that Gentile converts be circis®ed and observe
Jewish feasts. These people were a menace andcagseng much

damage in the young churches. They also troubkedtibrch at Antioch

in Syria (Acts 15:1-5). Paul wrote to the Galatanrches out of very
deep concern (1:6; 3:1; 4:15-20) to warn them afgiaims pernicious

teaching which brought bondage (4:9; 5:1-2). Atgrapt to add to the
work of Christ in salvation is different gospela perverted gospel
(1:6-7). A message of ‘Christ

plus’ for salvation is a fals VAN
gospel which denies th 0 100  200miles
grace of God and thf
sufficiency of Christ’s deatl
to save sinners. Christ pIL‘jA
good works, plus baptisrrf)
plus penance, plus purgato
plus anything else is a va
and useless gospel. We ml
guard our liberty and neve
compromisethe gospel of
the grace of God(Acts
20:24).
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Outline of Galatians

1.

The Origin of the Gospel (chapters 1 and 2)

Opening Greetings - 1:.1-5
Crisis in Galatia (a different gospel) - 1:6-10
The gospel given to Paul by revelation from God :11-24
Paul’'s apostleship recognised in Jerusalem - 1P.1-
Why Paul rebuked Peter - 2:11-14

Justification only through faith in Jesus Christ ~ 2:15-21
The Gospel Defended (chapters 3 and 4)

An appeal from experience and from Scripture  —-3:1
Curse and blessing - 3:10-14
The purpose of the law — 3:15-23
Sons of God not through law but through faith 2430 4:7
The folly of returning to bondage - 4:8-11

A passionate personal appeal - 4:12-20
Two sons, two covenants, two Jerusalems - 4:21-31

The Gospel Applied (chapters 5 and 6)

The gospel and liberty - 5:1-12
The gospel and love — 5:13-15
The works of the flesh and the fruit of the Spirit 5:16—-26
Burden bearing - 6:1-5
Sowing and reaping - 6:6-10
Boasting — false and true - 6:11-16
Conclusion and Benediction - 6:17-18

Note: Some of the readings in Galatians will be repe&tedeveral
days in order to set in context the particular @siovered by the notes.
Do read the repeat passage of Scripture each d#yasdt will be
impressed on your mind.
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20 FEBRUARY Galatians 1:1-9

Grace to you and peace

False teachers had infiltrated the churches of taaldneir influence

had undermined Paul’s authority as an apostle #sasdis message.
He begins his letter by stressing that he was apgdian apostle, not
by men, but by the risen Lord Jesus Christ and tBedrather (1). The
apostles were unique, being directly appointed bg;Ghey have no
successors. We now have all the apostolic teathatgve need in the
Scriptures; it is rather ironic that most of thagleo claim apostolic

succession transmitted through the laying on otlkanf their bishops
deny the very gospel that Paul so vehemently def@idthis letter.

Paul does not identify the brethren who were with Wwhen he wrote
to the churches of Galat{@). The opening greetings in all of his letters
include the wordgrace and peace(3; cp. Romans 1:7; 1 Corinthians
1:3; etc).

* ‘Grace’ is a wonderful word which speaks of God’s favounici
we do not deserve and which is freely given toTire Bible reminds
us, By grace you have been saved through faith, and rioa of
yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of workst lanyone should boast
(Ephesians 2:8-9). We cannot save ourselves. The faachers in
Galatia were denying the grace of God by their stesmce on
circumcision and other law-works for salvation. Mell-being of the
Galatian Christians was at stake. Have nothingptwith anyone who
denies grace by teaching that we are saved thrgogth works.

* ‘Peace’is the profound well-being of the soul which résditom
the grace of God in our lives. The peace of Gedgeeat blessing given
by the Lord Jesus to every believer (John 14:23@ja® is always
seeking to rob us of that precious peace.

Are you discouraged? Has the devil been whisperinigis lies into
your mind? Think about the wonderful grace of God and ofgd@ace
which surpasses all understandinthis peace will guard your heart
and mind through Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:7).
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21 FEBRUARY Galatians 1:1-9

Our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sin

The love of Christ is truly amazing! He willinglyave himself for our
sinsto endure the most appalling shame, sufferingdeath (4; cp.
John 10:11,17-18). The Lord Jesus has saved ustfrerpollution,
guilt and condemnation brought about by our singdee himself to
deliver us from this present evil a@®. This present evil age will pass
away (1 John 2:17) but we belong to heaven (Phdipgp3:20) and the
future is ours in Christ. This age is dominatedebyt but Christ has
rescued us from its tyranny. Jesus sdidhe Son makes you free, you
shall be free indeedJohn 8:36). There is a great joy and exhilaration
in knowing Christ and the liberty that he gives. {mu know this
freedom from the dominion of sin (Romans 6:14) &ind the power
of this present evil agelf you do not know this wonderful freedom,
seek the help of a Christian friend or pastor, wihib point you to
Christ who died and rose again to save us.

The devil is very cunning and he uses false teacles he did in
Galatia) to rob us of our liberty. We may be fremni the slavery of sin
only to be burdened with man-made rules which hawiblical
warrant. We must beware of legalistic attitudesohiring bondage
and misery.

Our salvation and Christ’s death werecording to the will of our God
(4). The Lord Jesus came into the world to saveessiand to destroy
the works of the devil (1 Timothy 1:15; 1 John 3:Ble willingly
submitted to the will of God the Father to die @isr (Matthew 26:39;
Philippians 2:8)Dare we give him our second best? Let us be
whole-hearted in our devotion to our precious Saviar. The more
that we think of all that God has done for us, there we will be
overwhelmed in wonder, love and praise. To GodRatherbe glory
for ever and evefb).
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22 FEBRUARY Galatians 1:6-10

A different gospel

This is the only letter of Paul in which there amewords of thanks to
God for his readers (cp. Romans 1:8; 1 Corinthiads etc.). The
apostle was so deeply distressed and dumbfoundib@ atews from
Galatia that he wrotd, marvel that you are turning away so soon from
him who called you in the grace of Christ, to detént gospel(6).
Satan never rests and one of his wiles is to sealeteive new
Christians and new churches with false teachingsé#ds to turn them
from Christ who called them in grace, to somethirigch is not the
gospel (good news).

We are calledn the grace of Chris(6) buta different gospeis a
perversion of the gospel of Christ (7). There iyy@ne gospel, there
is only one way to forgiveness and peace with @ad,that is through
the sacrifice of Christ for sins (4). Paul did nalerate false teachers
and he called down the curse of God upon them (8A®)live in
perilous times when many who claim to be Christeaders have
watered down the gospel and the teaching of théeBHalse teachers
may have pleasing personalities, some claim toopariniracles, but
we must have nothing to do with them. Even if agediirom heaven
came and preached a different gospel from thatateddn Scripture,
we must shut our ears to hirA.different gospel leads in one
direction only - to hell!

The Judaizers may have represented Paul as a masepbecause he
did not insist that Gentile Christians be circunadisbut the apostle
emphatically denied this charge. He said that itbeght to please
men, he would not be the servant of Christ (MJg must never
compromise the gospel to please men, or to accommate
ecumenical and inter-faith practices.We may be slandered as
isolationists or as bigots, but we must remain ttwé&od. Let us
remember, however, that we must always be gragindscourteous in
our stand for truth. Our lives must commend oursags!
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23 FEBRUARY Galatians 1:11-17

But when it pleased God

Paul began his letter by emphasizing that God padiated him as an
apostle (1). He now goes on to show that the gaspglhe preached
also has its origin in God. His message was notmade, but came
through the revelation of Jesus Chr{4fl—12). Paul then expands on
this theme by showing that:

* He had been a devout Jewish scholar who had zdglapheld
the traditions of his ancestors. He had once htedjospel and had
persecuted the church in order to destroy it (13-14

* He did not learn his message from others whendsesaved, but
went to Arabia to learn of God (15-17).

* He did not learn it on his first visit to Jerueal after his
conversion, when the only apostles that he saw Reter and James
(18-24).

When Paul wrote about his conversion, he was datefgive all the
glory to God. What was it that changed a man whecdthe church of
God and the name of Jesus into one who so lovedsCamd who
worked tirelessly to make known the gospel? It wesfree and
sovereign grace of almighty Go8lut when it pleased God, who
separated me from my mother’s womb and called roagh his grace,

to reveal his Son in mg5-16). Paul described his messagéhas
gospel of the grace of Gdécts 20:24). The good news that we are
saved by grace and not by works (Ephesians 2:8a8)being denied
by the false teachers who had entered the Galetiiarches.

But when it pleased Gad Christian, you have been saved because
it pleased God to save you! How should you respomad such grace?
Surely, you will love him, joyfully obey him, and yu will magnify
his name!

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound

That saved a wretch like me!

| once was lost, but now am found:

Was blind, but now | see.

(John Newton)
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24 FEBRUARY Galatians 1:11-24

He ... now preaches the faith which he once trieddestroy

Paul did not return to Jerusalem after his congariut went to Arabia
(east of Damascus). What he most needed at this was not
fellowship with men (taconfer with flesh and bloed 6-17), but to
have communion with God in the solitude of Aralieetails of this
time in Arabia are not recorded in the Book of Ad®aul went to
Jerusalem three years after his conversion to et Bnd remained
there for fifteen days. He did not see any of ttieoapostles, though
he did meet James, the brother of the Lord Jess1@) who was a
leader in the Jerusalem church ( 2:9; cp. Acts7,2t%:13; 21:18). Paul
did not go on to visit the churches of Judea, bey theard thate who
formerly persecuted us now preaches the faith whelonce tried to
destroy(23).

Paul had been totally committed to the Jewish faoing more
exceedingly zealousr the traditions of his fathers than many of his
contemporaries (14). He had been a fanatical faloaf the system
which the Judaizers were now attempting to impas¢he Galatian
Christians alongside the gospel. He had believedtiristian faith to
be wrong and dangerous, especially the teachirtgldsas is the Son
of God, the Messiah, who died and rose again te sewmers. The bitter
enemy of the gospel had become a preacher ofdhret gospel and the
churches glorified God (24). No one is beyond #w®ch of the grace
of God, no one is too hard for the Lord to saves [brd Jesus was once
asked,Who then can be saved&hd he repliedThe things which are
impossible with men are possible with Ggdike 18:26-27).

Let us persevere in our prayers for loved ones aniends who do
not know Christ as their Saviour.Let us also pray for those we know
who are the enemies of the gospel, for @etights in mercyMicah
7:18). Let us pray that the Lord will be pleasedave many through
his grace and that his name will be glorified.
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25 FEBRUARY Galatians 2:1-6

To whom we did not yield submission, even for aruho

Paul again visited Jerusalem after fourteen yegrsSpme take this to
mean fourteen years after his conversion and iiyethis visit with that
recorded in Acts 11:30, but this is unlikely. Oth&ake it to be fourteen
years after the first-mentioned visit (1:18) antklit with the events
recorded in Acts chapter 15 (approximately AD 50ill\&m
Hendriksen supports this point of view in his comtaey on Galatians,
published by Banner of Truth Trust).

Paul and Barnabas were accompanied on this visietasalem by
Titus, who though a Gentile was not compelled t@ibeumcised (3).
If this was the case at Jerusalem in the presehapastles such as
Peter (Cephas), why should Galatian Gentiles bepetied to submit
to circumcision? This visit had been fraught wigngion because of
false brethrenwho had been brought in secretly and had come& in b
stealth to spy out the freedom that he enjoyedhnisE. This was
freedom from an obligation to observe the worktheflaw in order to
obtain salvation. These men were not genuine @Gmisbut had a false
gospel which brought Christians into the bondagkwtkeeping (4).
False teaching can easily ensnare the unwary dt bedeever.

The false brethren seemed to carry an influencethatt did not
concern Paul who was not intimidated by such pe@§lePaul wrote
concerning themJo whom we did not yield submission even for an
hour (5). There is all the difference in the world ielgding submission

to others as we deny ourselves for Christ's sak#ippians 2:3—4) and
yielding submission to false teachers who are tegrges of truth and

of the gospellt is not a mark of graciousness to allow false tehers

to speak in our churches, it is a sign of weaknessid a neglect of
responsibility.
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26 FEBRUARY Galatians 2:1-10

They desired only that we should remember the poor

The Lord had worked effectively both in Peter whapestleship was
to the Jews, and in Paul whose apostleship waset&Gentiles (7-8).
James, mentioned in these verses, must not be sedfwith the
brother of John, who was martyred by Herod (Act2)12James who
was described as‘pillar’ in the Jerusalem church, was the Lord’s
brother (1:19). With Peter and John, he was higé$pected by that
church (12). The Holy Spirit used him to write fle&ter which bears
his name.

Paul pointed out that these church leaders in d¢goshad given
Barnabas and himsetie right hand of fellowshi(®). This was a token
of their friendship and a recognition that Paul Badnabas should take
the gospel to the Gentiles. The Judaizers who haught‘a different
gospel’ (1:6) to Galatia were therefore to be rejectede @postles at
Jerusalem would continue to make evangelism amoagews their
main focus.

The apostles did not make an issue of circumcisonGentile
Christians. Paul wrote thdhey desired only that we should remember
the poor(mainly Jewish Christiansihe very thing which | was eager
to do’(10). Paul willingly honoured this request throughdis
ministry (cp. Romans 15:25-26; 1 Corinthians 16; 2-@orinthians 8
and 9). Though we must never compromise the goggeimust never
become so hard in our attitude that we have no essipn for sinners
or for the poor.

Many thousands of Christians are suffering greaepy in some parts
of the world, often because of persecution. We lshmmmember them
in our prayers and in giving regularly to help thentheir need. There
are a number of reputable Christian agencies thraugom we can
channel our giftsHow often do you remember the poor?
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27 FEBRUARY Galatians 2:11-21

They were not straightforward about the truth ofeétgospel

The Old Testament laid down strict dietary laws tloe Jews (eg.
Leviticus 11) and over the centuries many man-mrad#ictions had
also been imposed. The Pharisees used the lawritf (iLeviticus 15)
to insist on ritual washing before meals to putifg¢ person from any
contact made with Gentiles (cp. Matthew 15:1-2)eSéhtraditions
brought a problem to the early church when Gentdesame
Christians: ‘How can Jewish Christians eat with Berelievers?’

Even great Christians disagree and here Paul rédeas incident
arising from the problem of Jews and Gentiles gaingether. He had
sharply disagreed with Peter who had been quit@hap eat with
Gentile Christians when he visited Antioch (in &yd2). When certain
men from James, the leading elder at the Jerusalemch arrived
(1:19; 2:9; cp. Acts 15:13), Peter separated hihiiseh these Gentile
Christians at meals because he feared the JudaiEaess Barnabas
was carried away with their hypocrig¥3). Some people believe that
Peter was the first head of the church but theyehay proof of this
whatever. Do you think that Paul would have writtersay that Peter
was to be blamed for inconsistency and hypocrisitteabeen the head
of the church? The only head of the Christian chusahe Lord Jesus
Christ (Ephesians 1:22-23; 5:23-24).

Paul saw that Peter and his pamgre not straightforward about the
truth of the gospednd he challenged them about their hypocrisy (14).
Our lives must be consistent with our doctrine if ve are to
commend the gospelThe pressures to compromise are different today
from those encountered by the early church, buptireiples taught

by Paul are still the same. We must alwaystoaightforward about
the truth of the gospélVe must not water down the truth by saying one
thing and doing anothefhe fear of man brings a snare, but whoever
trusts in the DRD shall be saf¢Proverbs 29:25).
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28 FEBRUARY Galatians 2:15-21

Justified by faith in Christ and not by the workd the law

Man'’s great dilemma is found in the question pdsgdob.‘How can

a man be righteous before God20b 9:2). Our sin brings us under the
condemnation of God’s holy law. We are all sinnansl we are all
guilty before God (Romans 3:10-23). No one carsfsaBod’s law and
circumcision and other law-works fail to bring jéisation. A man is
not justified by the works of the law but by faithlesus Christ, even
we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we mighta$téied by faith in
Christ and not by the works of the law; for by terks of the law no
flesh shall be justifiedl6).

The glorious message of the gospel is that themeniay for a man to
be righteous before God! Christ, through his pertdredience and
death, satisfied God’s law (Romans 3:24-25; 5:6-/;19). He
became a curse for us (3:13), the debt of our aimgoimputed to him
(that is, ‘put to his account’ so that he was phedsin our place; cp.
Isaiah 53:5-6; 2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 3:18p fighteousness of
the Lord Jesus is imputed to us so that our salvatoes not depend
on our works (Romans 4:3-5, 22-25; 5:19).

The Westminster Shorter Catechism describes jegstifin in this way:
‘Justification is an act of God’s free grace, whefee pardoneth all our
sins, and accepteth us as righteous in his sighty éor the
righteousness of Christ imputed to us, and recdiyef@ith alone.All
the religious activity in the world cannot save usWe must in faith
cast ourselves upon Christ and call on him to saves. We are not
justified on account of our faith, but by means offaith. J.l. Packer
writes, ‘Faith is the outstretched empty hand whrelceives
righteousness by receiving Christ@D’S WORDS,page 143).

Paul was concerned that the Galatians recognizegéhil ofa
different gospe(1:6). The Reformers fought to re-establish thalvit
truth of justification by faith alone. Many men amdmen foolishly
imagine that they can earn salvation. Let us belabsy firm and
clear in our defence of the gospel.



