28 FEBRUARY Job 13:20-28

Why do you hide your face?

Job wanted his friends to be quiet but they continued to talk (5,13). He
wanted God to speak and to explain his suffering but Heaven was silent.
He had prepared his case and was confident that he would be vindicated
(18). Job prayed for two things:— That God woulthose his hand

from him, and that he would not let his dread fill him with f&2-21;

if God afflicted or intimidated him, he could not have a just hearing)
He was so desperate for God to communicate with him that he did not
mind who spoke first (22).

There was no response from God, so Job began to speak. He asked God
to reveal what his sins were (23) but there was rsbi reply. This
silence led Job to ask Gaouyhy do you hide your face, and regard me

as an enemy?(24). Why was God tormenting him for he was as
helpless as a leaf or chaff blown about by the wind (25). Was he being
punished for long-forgotten sins of his youth (26)? He felt that God had
put his feet in stocks, was watching his every move and had marked his
feet so that he could be easily tracked (27). Job began to despaig feel
that he was rotten and like a moth-eaten garment (28).

Do you feel concerned when God seems to hide ks fiom you?

You should be! It may be the Lord is chastising you because of some
sin to which you are clinging. It may be, that as in the case of &ab, G

is allowing Satan to test you for a sead®emember, God may seem

to be hidden from you, but you are never hidden frmm him. He
watches over his children with great love and concern. The dark valley
experiences do not last for ever!

When darkness veils his lovely face,

| rest on his unchanging grace;

In every rough and stormy gale

My anchor holds within the veil

On Christ, the solid Rock, | stand;

All other ground is sinking sand. (Edward Mot¢
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27 FEBRUARY Job 13:1-19

Though he slay me, yet will | trust him

Job again told his friends that he was not inferior to them (2; cp. 12:3).
To speak to God and to reason with him would bdgreble to
disputing with them. They had falsely accused him and he dedcribe
them asforgers of lies’.He also described thens aworthless
physicians’.A true physician is able to diagnose the condition of his
patient and to prescribe treatment for him. Thenfdis had failed to
understand his case. Their counsel was useless and they would show
more wisdom if they were to remain silent (3-5).

Job then fired several questions at his friends (7—11)Vithyou speak
wickedly(‘falsely’) for God and talk deceitfully for him? Will you show
partiality for him? Will youcontend(‘plead the caseor God?’ Job

saw that such misguided men were not able to speak on behalf of God.
He asks themWill it be well when he searches you out? Or can you
mock(‘deceive’) him as one mockEdeceives’)a man?'We can
imagine Job pointing to the ashes around him as he told them that their
platitudes were as useless as ashes and their defenceakaasaclay

(12).

Job again asked his friends to listen carefullytmt he had to say
(6,13,17). He would risk his life by taking his flesh in his teeth tolspea
to God (14). His words in verse 15 are a wonderful expression of faith
in God:‘Though he slay me, yet will | trust hinfbme commentators
believe that the Hebrew should be translated, ‘Behold, he will stay m

| have no hope.’ | prefer the way it is rendered here and in most of our
translations. If Job was here feeling without any hope, hdduoot

have said that he would defend his ways before God (15b). The word
‘trust’ in verse 15 means ‘to wait in hope.” Job was saying, that come
what may, he would still trust in God and not give up h@=sn you
honestly say the same thing?
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26 FEBRUARY Job 12:1-25

With him are wisdom and strength

If Zophar thought that his assertiveness and rudeness would ingémidat
Job, he was much mistaken. Job was not to be silenced and in chapters
12 to 14 he castigated his friends (12:1-13:19) and he then addressed
God (13:20-14:22). In biting sarcasm, he said to his frieNdsgjoubt

you are the people, and wisdom will die with y¢R): He insisted that

he was in no way inferior to them and that theiservations were
common knowledge (3). He was very frustrated byrtindlexible
approach to God’s justice. Their view that God alsvélesses the
upright did not fit in with the facts.

He then cited his own case. He had called on God who had answered
him. He was blameless, but the Lord had allowed him to be scorned by
his friends who were at ease (4-5). He then pointed out that robbers and
those who provoke God prosper and are secure (@).d®es not
always bring immediate judgment upon them as the three frieddb of

had implied."You’ (7-8) is in the singular and Job was probably
directing his words to Zophar who had rudely imglibat Job was
more stupid than a wild donkey (11:12). Let Zoplearn from the
animals who will explain that all life is in God’s hands (7-12).

Job went on to describe the wisdom and power of God who controls
nature, men and nationith him are wisdom and strengtfi13).
Notice the verbs used to describe his sovereign power over his world
— ‘breaks ... imprisons ... withholds ... senddeads ... makes ...
loosens ... binds ... overthrows ... deprivetakes away ... pours
contempt ... disarms ... uncovers ... enlarges ... gui@E®25).In

his pain, Job had however, lost sight of the fact that God is nonly
all-powerful and all-wise, but that he is also allloving. God is
working all things together for good, even our pain and sufferig
(Romans 8:28).This is the hope and confidence of the afflicted and
distressed believer. The Lord will never fail those who trust in him!
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1 FEBRUARY 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12

They did not receive the love of the truth

There is all the difference in the world between loving sensatagres

and wonders and loving the truth! Many are deceiwgdhose who
claim to work miracles, but they refuse to measure theihieg@and
practice by the truth of God’s Word. Then of sirwill readily deceive
such people by hilying wonders ... because they did not receive the
love of the truti(9-10). If this seems a far-fetched statement, consider
that thousands have already embraced the blasphemous teaxfhings
certain extreme charismatic evangelists who claim thatawdecome
‘gods’.

When men persist in rejecting truth, Gadl send them strong
delusion.They will believe lies rather than truth and haleasure in
unrighteousnesfl1-12). William Hendriksen comments, ‘God is love.
He is not a cruel monster who deliberately and witliard delight
prepares people for everlasting damnation. On tr&rary, he
earnestly warns, proclaims the gospel, and states what will h#@ppen
people believe, also what will happen if they do not believe. He even
urges them to accept the love for the truth. But when people, of their
own accord and after repeated threats and promiggxt him and
spurn his messages, then — and not until then — he hardens them in
order that those who were not willing to repent nmay be able to
repent but may believe the falsehood that “the man of lawlessisess” i
God, the only God, and that everyone should obey him.’

Hendriksen observes, ‘When Pharaoh hardens his heart (Exodus 7:14;
8:15,32; 9:7), God hardens Pharaoh’s heart (Exodus 9:12) ... When men
practice impurity, God gives them up in the lustsheir hearts to
impurity (Romans 1:24,26). And when they stubborrdjuse to
acknowledge God, he finally gives them up to a bagsed and to
unclean behaviour (Romans 1:28)CMMENTARY ON 1 AND 2
THESSALONIANS pages 185-186).

Have you receivedthe love of the truth? If you have not, please do
not harden your heart. You may soon pass the point of no return.
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2 FEBRUARY 2 Thessalonians 2:13-17

God from the beginning chose you for salvation

Paul washound to give thanks to God alwafis3; cp. 1:3) for the
Thessalonians because through grace they had come to believe in the
truth. Some of the essential elements in salvati@nmentioned in
verses 13 and 14:

* Election. —God from the beginning chose you for salvatievery
Christian was chosen in Christ before the world was createdgiEapke

1:4; Romans 8:29; 2 Timothy 1:9). We are not saved by our own good
works or because we are better than others but because God has chosen
us and given his Son to die at Calvary for us.

»  Sanctification by the Spirit. God has chosen us to set us apart for
himself, to make us holy (Ephesians 1:4). Hendnikdescribes
sanctification as ‘a process of causing you to bezancreasingly
detached from the world and attached to Christlums$i image is
completely formed in you’ QOMMENTARY ON 1 AND 2
THESSALONIANS page 187).

* Calling. —He (God)called you by our gospeEveryone whom

God has chosen, he calls (Romans 8:30 — the thieolegall this
‘Effectual Calling’). This call of God may come in a number of ways
eg. through the preaching of the gospel, the witness of a Christian, the
reading of the Bible.

»  Glorification. — God has called @isr the obtaining of the glory of
our Lord Jesus Christn him, we have a foretaste of glory here on earth
but what indescribable glory awaits us in heaveoniBns 8:18,30;

1 John 3:2).

Why did God choose us, set us apart for himself andall us? —
Because he loves ugvery Christian ideloved of the Lordl3). Let
us now give thanks to God for his great love towards us!

25 FEBRUARY Job 11:1-20

Can you search out the deep things of God?

The third friend, Zophar, was very rude and far more insensitive than
Eliphaz or Bildad. He accused Job for being talkative, for mocking and
for being a self-righteous hypocrite (2—4). Job had asserted that he was
‘blameless’and God had said the same of him in answer to the
accusation of the devil (9:21; cp. 1:8). He had not, however, claimed to
be sinless in the eyes of God as Zophar had sugddd). This
so-called friend asserted that if God would butagpéne would not
speak for Job but against him. He sad that Job should know that God
was giving him less punishment than he deserved (5-6). One can only
wonder what kind of friend could be so callous aitdolic in his
speech, lacking in compassion for one who was suffering so much.

Though Zophar was very wrong in his treatment of Job, he was right
in his view of the ‘otherness’ of God. He ask&hn you search out

the deep things of God? Can you find out the limits of the Almighty?’
(7). God is infinite in his wisdom and power. Heabsolutely
sovereign and no man can deceive him (8-11). Zopghated a
proverb to imply that Job was empty-headed and as stupidvdd a
donkey (12). He urged Job to seek God in prayer and to renounce his
sin (13-14). If he were to do this, his misery would vanish and light,
hope and rest would be his portion (15-19). If Job did not repent, the
only hope left for him would be to die (20).

It is possible to be very correct in our doctrine but to be Zigphar
who lacked humility and love. He rightly aské@an you search out
the deep things of GodBut his know-it-all attitude blinded him to the
needs of people. If our theology has made us haartied and
insensitive, something must be wronigie more we know of the
surpassing greatness of God and of his marvellous grace, the more
humble and compassionate we will be.
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24 FEBRUARY Job 10:1-22

You have granted me life and favour

Job’s affliction was made all the worse becauseftiends were
suggesting that God was punishing him, but if this were true, he could
not see the reason for it. Since he had no mediator to help him (9:33),
he would be obliged to make a direct appeal to Géel.again
expressed a loathing for life but he would say to Gad not condemn

me’ (1-2; cp. 9:21). God does not see imperfectly as man does. He is
not short-sighted, nor is he short-lived; therefore he must know that Job
is not wicked (4-7).

Job acknowledged that God had made him and fastiibime as a
potter makes a vessel from clay. Would God now destroy him and turn
him again to dust (8-9)? He said to Gdofdu have granted me life and
favour, and your care has preserved my spffi2). He had been the
object of God’s loving attention and that is why he was so baffled when
he could see no reason for his suffering. He is now pluirgedhe
depths of despair. It seems that God is ready to pounce on him for the
most trivial sin so that there is no hope for him whether he besdic

or righteous. God seemed like a fierce lion, relentlelsshting him
(13-17). Job asked God why he had allowed him to survive at birth?
He would have been better carried from the womb to the tomb (18-19).
He pleaded for some respite from his suffering in the few détyle
him. He asked God to leave him alone that he mikglow a little
comfort before death cast its shadow over him amdvant to the
grave,to the land of darkneg20-22).

There are times when a child of God may be full of despair, when God
seems to be hidden, when there is no comfort. Even the great prophet,
Elijah, once asked God to take his life (1 Kings 19:@hristian, if

you are feeling low, remember that God has granted yolife and
favour (12), and what favour it is'He has saved you from your sin
and brought you into his own family. He has given you eternal life and
there will be ndand of darknes$or you. You will go to be with Christ
which is far better (Philippians 1:22—-23). Do not trust in your feelings
but look to God who has a bright tomorrow for you!
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3 FEBRUARY 2 Thessalonians 2:13-17

Stand fast and hold the traditions which you were taught

The Thessalonians were not like thegeo did not believe the truth
(10-12). They had come to believe the truth ang #rgoyed the
privileges and blessings of salvation (13-14; sesterday’s notes).
Satan hates Christians and he is always seeking to unsetied to
move us away from the truth. Persecution had not succeeded in shaking
the Thessalonians from the truth of the gospel, but some werengaimi
that the Lord Jesus had already returned (1-2%; téaching was
disturbing the infant church. God had from the beginning chosen them
to salvation and for this reasotherefore’) Paul urges thenmiStand

fast and hold the traditions which you were tau¢®). Let us beware

of plausible, smooth-talking heretics who would have us turn from the
Word of God. We must:

» Stand fas{15). — We will not beshaken in mind or trouble(®)

if we stand fast(or ‘stand firm’) in the Lord (cp. 1 Corinthians 16:13,;
Philippians 4:1; 1 Thessalonians 3:8). We will only be able to $itznd

if we are well-grounded in the teaching of the Bible.

* Hold the traditions which you were taugiits). — We must be

able to distinguish between false tradition based on maate ideas
(Matthew 15:2-3, 6; Colossians 2:8) and wholesome tradition rooted
in Scripture. The traditions that Paul writes about here atealehings

of the Lord Jesus handed down to the apostles (cp. 3:6; Romans 16:17;
1 Corinthians 11:23; 15:1-3; Philippians 4:9). Tdwibes and
Pharisees placed great emphasis on false traditions. Sofesging
Christian churches do the same, putting tradition above Scripture, even
when their doctrines contradict the teaching of the Bible (edV#ss,
Purgatory, praying for the dead, doing penance for sin).

If we seek to know thoroughly the teaching of the Bible, we will not be
woolly-minded, weak or confusetlet us be determined to stand
fast in the Lord and to cling to good Bible-based traditions.



4 FEBRUARY 2 Thessalonians 2:13-17

Who has loved us and given us everlasting consolation

Notice how Paul addresses both God the Father and God the Son in his
prayer (16—17). He knew that the Lord Jesus is not inferior to God the
Father but is coequal with him. What has God done for us?

* Hehas loved ugcp. Jeremiah 31:3) so much that he gave up his
Son to die in agony at Calvary so that we might be forgiven (John 3:16;
Romans 5:8; 1 John 4:9-10).

* He hasgiven us everlasting consolati¢ar ‘comfort’) and good
hope by gracedow wonderful! We have every reason to rejoice in the
Lord with grateful hearts.

How helpless and hopeless we sinners had been
If he never had loved us till cleansed from our sin!

Unto him who hath loved us and washed us from sin,
Unto him be the glory for ever! Amen.
(Arthur T. Pierson)

Paul prayed that God woutmforttheir hearts (17yComfort’ is the
same word translatédonsolation’ (it also means ‘encouragement’).
We all need encouragement in the face of trouble and uncertainty and
God is able to provide that encouragement for us. We also need to be
‘established’ (cp. 1 Thessalonians 3:2,13). Thees&reek verb is
elsewhere translatédtrengthening{(‘confirming’, AV — Acts 14:22;
15:32, 41, 18:23). We need to be strengthenexyery good word and
work. We need divine strength in our task of making knd®ad’s

Word and that we will also be kept faithful in every good work. The
service of God is a good work which involves shayvthe love of
Christ, by practical deeds of kindness and by hejpghose who
struggle, whatever the cost to ourselves.

Let us now ask our gracious God to comfort the heas of our
fellow-Christians, especially those who are beingegusecuted for
the sake of Christ, and to strengthen them in his service.

23 FEBRUARY Job 9:25-35

Nor is there any mediator between us

Job again speaks of the fleeting nature of humf@n(#5-26; cp.
7:6-9,16). He felt that it was pointless to put a brave face on his plight
because God would still find him guilty. He sawelis an unequal
struggle because it appeared that God would plunge him into a filthy pit
even though he craved for purity (27-31). Job recognised that he was
not dealing with a man but with GotNor is there any mediator
between us, who may lay his hand on us H@B8). He was crying out

for a mediator who would be able to listen to his case and God’s case
and arbitrate between therwlio may lay his hand on us bothNo

one has more authority than God and Job felt his helplessness. He could
only hope that God would remove the rod of affliction from him and the
dread of the Lord that terrified him (34).

These verses point us to another very important truth. — We all need a
mediator to plead our cause before God because we aressihher

Lord Jesus Christ is our great Mediator (1 Timothy 2:5). Herfeptly
gualified to mediate on our behalf because he is God. He took human
flesh to live a perfect life on this earth. He suffered ema for sinners

and his righteousness is put to the account of all those who repent of
their sin and trust in him. They are reconciled to God through the work
of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:19,21). He knows us, underds$ us and
pleads for us in the presence of the Father (Hebrews 4:14-16, 7:25)
Christian, are you feeling troubled or perplexed? Hs the devil

been attacking you? Remember that you do have a Mediator and
take heart (Hebrews 12:24)!

Before the throne of God above

| have a strong, a perfect plea;

A great High Priest, whose name is Love,
Who ever lives and pleads for me.

When Satan tempts me to despair,

And tells me of the guilt within,

Upward | look, and see him there

Who made an end of all my sin. (Charitie L. Bancroft)
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22 FEBRUARY Job 9:14-24

If it is not he, who else could it be?

The person who seriously thinks about the question in verse 2 will be
driven to despair if he does not know the answer. Job recognised that
even if he were righteous, he would not be able to answer God and his
own mouth would condemn him. He could only beg for mercy from his
Judge (14-15, 20). In his dark despair, Job could not bring himself to
believe that God would listen to him or to answer him (16). When we
are depressed and baffled, we may be tempted to think hard thoughts
about God. We may feel like Job, that it is of mvantage to be
righteous because Gao@stroys the blameless and the wickzd-22).

Job appears to have lost his assurance here and he aras iwrhis
conclusion. Though itis true that both the wicked and righteous die, the
end of the godly person is different, as Job was later to acknowledge
(19:25-27).

The suffering soul may feel that God laughs at phight of the
innocent, that he has handed over the world towhsked and
blindfolded its judges so that evil people are aught to justice
(23-24). There is a ray of light, however, in Job’s questibit,is not
he, who else could it beWe know that Satan was responsible for the
calamity that befell Job though God had allowedihis wise
providence. If you are passing through a difficatid perplexing
period in your life, the devil may seek to driveuyto despair by
whispering all kinds of dark thoughts into your mhitWhen Satan
suggests to you that God is uncaring or unjust, ddisten to him.
God has wise and loving reasons for all our trials though &may
not presently understand them. Satan cannot do just as he plges
with us and he cannot separate us from God’s love and care!

God shall alone the refuge be
And comfort of my mind;
Too wise to be mistaken, he,

Too good to be unkind. (Samuel Medley).

26

5 FEBRUARY 2 Thessalonians 3:1—- 5

Pray for us

Paul draws to the end of his letter with a requ@sglly, brethren, pray

for us(1). He was himself a great man of prayer, but dleied the
prayers of other Christians (cp. Romans 15:30-3#tefhon 22;

1 Thessalonians 5:25). He was not so much concdoreuis own
physical needs, but for the furtherance of the gbsiprough his
ministry (1; cp. Ephesians 6:18-20; Colossians 4:2—4). Many a servant
of God, many a departing missionary has asked friends and supporters,
‘Please pray for me.” How should we pray for them? They will have
their own special needs, but we must also pray:

* That the word of the Lord may have free couidee Greek is
literally, ‘that the word of the Lord may run’ (cp. Psalm 147:1%e T
English Standard Version translate&hat the word of the Lord may
speed aheadWhen the apostle was later in prison in chains he was
encouraged thahe word of God is not chaingd Timothy 2:9).

* Thatthe word of the Lord ... be glorifig@p. Acts 13:48). God’s
word is glorified (honoured) when it is believed, when it is obeyed, and
when it bears fruit in our lives. God’s word was having free courde a
being glorified among the Thessaloniaisst as it is with you. Could

this be said of you?

 That God’s servantmay be delivered from unreasonable and
wicked mer(2). Paul was probably referring to unbelievingvSeat
Corinth from where he wrote this letter (cp. Acts 18:4—6). The Greek
word translateduinreasonablemeans ‘out of place.” The Jews had the
Old Testament Scriptures which testify of Christ. Their opposition t
the gospel was ‘out of place’ because they refuedukelieve those
Scriptures. They were hostile to the gospel because they did not have
true faith.

Missionaries and ministers of the gospel need your prayers. Big
those known to you to the throne of grace now.



6 FEBRUARY 2 Thessalonians 3:1-5

But the Lord is faithful

What a great-hearted man was Paul! He asks the Thessalunpaay

for him but he cannot refrain from praying for théin5). He had
written about his need toe delivered from unreasonable and wicked
menand then thought about their suffering and persecution. What was
his confidence (and ours) in such a situation? He wiBtg the Lord

is faithful, who will establish (strengthen) you and guard you from the
evil one’(3).

The apostle was confident in the Lord concerning them, that they would
be obedient to his teaching and would obey theghithat he
commanded them (4).

Paul prayed that the Lord would direct (guide) their hearts into:

* The love of God— He wanted them to enjoy the love of God and
to be motivated by his love in all their work for him.

» The patience of Christ— ‘Patience’ here means ‘endurance’.
Christ persevered to the end (Hebrews 12:1-4) to save us from our sin
and we must also persevere in following him in all kind of opposition
and trial.

We all have trials, difficulties and battles in the Christifnand Satan

will tempt us to give up in despair. What should we always remember?
— But the Lord is faithfu{3; cp. 1 Thessalonians 5:24). He will guard
us from the evil one. Are we weakBut the Lord is faithfuhnd he will
strengthen us. Do we have spiritual needs, or perhaps financial needs?
— But the Lord is faithfuhnd his promises are true (Philippians 4:19;
Hebrews 10:23; 11:11). We may be troubled by our lack of faithéut
remains faithful(2 Timothy 2:13). When you come to God in prayer,
remember that he is faithful. He will not fail ydum. every difficult
situation those little words‘But the Lord’” make all the difference.
—But the Lord is faithful.

The Lord is faithful still to guide,
And guard us night and day,
The Lord is faithful to provide,

And keep us lest we stray. (David Denham)
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21 FEBRUARY Job 9:1-13

But how can a man be righteous before God?

Job begins his reply to Bildad by agreeing with Himat God is
absolutely just in all his ways “Fruly | know it is so, but how can a
man be righteous before God?2). Man is sinful, hence Job’s question
here. How can a man prove his innocence beforeGbd of
unsearchable wisdom who may ask him a thousand questions, none of
which he would be able to answer (3)? God is ndy anfinite in
wisdom but also in power and it is futile to plead one’s case bleiiore
and expect to win (4-10). Job found this to be wren God later
appeared to him (cp. 40:1-5; 42:2-3). Job refle¢cted God is
wonderful in all his ways and that he is absolutely sovereign (10,12).
The Lord later reminded Job of these truths (38:4 to 39:30).

Some commentators believe that verse 13 contains a referethee to
fallen angels'The proud’is translated in the English Standard Version,
‘the helpers of RahabThis Rahab was a mythical sea monster which
was said to have attempted an assault on heavean &ad the
rebellious angels did attempt to overthrow God but they were cast down
to lie prostrate beneath him.

‘How can a man be righteous before Go(®) This is one of the most
important questions a person can ask and it is essential that we know
the right answer! To be wrong here is to be led in the path of error. On
what basis can a man be accepted by God? Soméersligeek an
answer in good works, undertaking pilgrimages to holy placésy o
religious ritual. None of these things can bring forgiveness of Eires.
Bible says that everyone is guilty before God (Romar19) but
Job’s question is answered in the gospel of Jesufist. We are
justified through the blood of Christ (Romans 5:Be bore the
punishment for our sins, thate might become the righteousness of
God in him(2 Corinthians 5:21). There is no other way to
righteousness! Are you right with God? Are you a true Christian?
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20 FEBRUARY Job 8:1-22

Behold, God will not cast away the blameless

We are now introduced to Job’s second friend, Bildad, who considered
himself to be a defender of God’s justice. He was/wncouth and
unkind in the way that he spoke and he went straight on to the offensive
with a rebuke. He remarks that Job’s words are like a stramdyand

that he must have sinned against God who cannot be unjust (1-3). Then
came the most cruel words of all. — God has destitajob’s sons
because of their sin (4). Of course they were sinners, but no mare tha
others. We must refrain from making sweeping judgments (cp. Luke
13:1-5). Bildad said that if Job were to earnestly seek God and beg for
forgiveness all would be well (5-7). He believed that if Job did certain
things God would respond in such-and-such a way.c@fenot
manipulate God and we must remember that he often moves in ways
which are mysterious to us.

Bildad goes on to appeal to the wisdom of the past (8—10):

* He suggests that Job had forgotten God and that he was like the
papyrus or the reeds which need marshy ground to flourish. Without
water they will perish and so is everyone who forgetsl (11-13).

This was not true of Job who had worshipped GoHisndistress.

* He accuses Job of hypocrisy, reminding him that the hypocrite will
come to sudden grief (13-18).

* He infers that Job had sinnéBehold, God will not cast away the
blameless’(20). God’s estimation of Job was that he was blass

(1:8; 2:3) but Bildad was not aware of this.

Some Christians can be very hard and unfeeling in the thgs that

they say and do to others. Such behaviour is not Christlike! ®not

be like Bildad or his modern imitators. Let your speech always be
with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to
answer each onéColossians 4:6). Amy Carmichael wrote, ‘If | can
write an unkind letter, speak an unkind word, think an unkind thought
without grief and shame, then | know nothing of Calvary love’—
published by S.P.C.K. and more recently by CLC).
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7 FEBRUARY 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15

There are some who walk among you in a disorderly manner

We will never find a perfect local church because every bellagthe
remains of sin. The Thessalonian church was flourishing, but it was not
without problems. Paul write8)Ve hear that there are some who walk
among you in a disorderly manngfll). These people were not living
according to apostolic teachingr@dition’) unsettling the church with
extravagant claims concerning Christ’s return (2:2—3). They weye laz
not working at alland they expected others to provide for them
(11-12). They were alsbusybodiesmaking a nuisance of themselves
and causing mischief by interfering in other ped&pkHfairs (cp.

1 Thessalonians 4:11).

The Greek word translatédisorderly’ (or ‘unruly’ — 1 Thessalonians
5:14) was used in military circles to describe a soldier whe'ouzt of
rank.” Such a fellow was out of step with everyone else as thesoldi
marched. The problem witdisorderly’ people is that they generally
insist that they are the only ones who are right, and that everysme el
IS wrong.

How are we to treat those in the church who arenisrly? —
‘Withdraw from every brother who walks disorde(§). We must not
keep company with them because they refuse to obey God’s Word (14).
We cannot have fellowship with them until they truly repent. &t fisct

that troublemakers can be disciplined by one chuwly to be
welcomed by another evangelical church. This isngfit! It is a
practice which blights many a church.

This leads us to another poin€hurch discipline must be
administered in love. Some have been turned out of churchéasr
trifling reasons and this is wrong. Whatever the rason for
discipline, it must be with a view to the restoration of theffender.

The sinning brother must not be counted as an enemy, but admonished
as a brother (15). It is possible to be too severe andistlais bad as
being too soft (cp. 2 Corinthians 2:5-8). Let usvnmray for any
disorderly Christians known to us that they will be restored to Christ.
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8 FEBRUARY 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15

Do not grow weary in doing good

Paul and his companions had left the Thessalonians a good example of
personal discipline and hard work and he encouradjeaf them to

follow it (7—9). He was concerned that the busy workers in the church
might become discouraged when some were busybodies and made no
effort to help them. He encouraged thélbg not grow weary in doing
good' (13; cp. Galatians 6:9). Good works do not save us (Ephesians
2:8-10) but they are an evidence of genuine faldmes 2:14-16).
Good works also enhance our witness and glorify God (Matthew 5:16).

We must be busy workers rather than busybodies! Many churches owe
their survival to the ‘faithful few’ who toil, givig much time and
money to support the work of God. There is joy in serving God, but we
will have disappointments and problems. The deatkk to see us
working for the Lord and he will seek to discourage us and to hinder
us. There are lazy passengers in many churches who do little and give
little and this may also cause the workers to become discalieage

tired in doing good. Do not be a parasite in the church.

Do not measure your spirituality against the weakest Christidimein
church, but aim to be like the most godly person that you kibe.
Lord sees our toil (or lack of it) and he will richly reward those who
work (Galatians 6:9-10).— Do not grow weary in doing gooi/e are
to be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,
knowing that your labour is not in vain in the LofH Corinthians
15:58).

Go, labour on; spend and be spent,

Thy joy to do the Father’s will;

It is the way the Master went;

Should not the servant tread it still?

Go, labour on; your hands are weak,
Your knees are faint, your soul cast down;
Yet falter not; the prize you seek
Is near — a kingdom and a crown.
(Elsie D. Yale)
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19 FEBRUARY Job 7:1-21

Have | sinned? What have | done to you?

Job now pictures life as a relentless struggle. It is like twrimposed

on a hired servant who longs for evening’s cool shadows and eagerly
looks for his wages. He has sleepless nights becalithe severe
discomfort caused by his maggot-infested sores)(14#s days are
passing more quickly than the moving shuttle of a weaver but they hold
no hope for him. His life is like a vanishing cloud which will soon take
him to the grave from which there is no return (6—10). Job complains
that God has hedged him in so completely that he is being restrained
like the sea or like a dangerous sea monster. When he is aldepo sl
there is no escape, for it seems that God is totimgrhim with
nightmares (11-16). Verses 17 and 18 are similar to the wordslof Psa
8:4 but the conclusion is different. In the psalm, the questiorlasy *

can the almighty, majestic God stoop down to visitl dless
insignificant man?’ Here the question is, ‘If God is so great, whg doe
he not leave man alone? Why does he continually pursue him to test
him and leave him miserable?’ (17-20).

Job had asked his friends to show him how he had sinned (6:24). He
now asks GodHave | sinned? What have | done to yo(20). He
feels that God has made him his target, firing arrows a@gmqent at
him. He did not know that the arrows were from Satan. The Christian
poet, William Cowper, knew many periods of dark jplais and
depression. He likened himself to a deer wounded by many arrows but
he points us to the Lord Jesus wha iman of sorrows and acquainted
with grief (Isaiah 53:3)We are never alone in affliction! Our great
Saviour understands us and he will never abandon us!

| was a stricken deer that left the herd ...

Long since. With many an arrow deep infixed

My panting side was charged when | withdrew

To seek a tranquil death in distant shades.

There | was found by One, who had himself

Been hurt by the archers. In his side he bore,

And in his hands and feet, the cruel scars ...
(William Cowper FHE TASK, BOOK THREE — THE GARDEN
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18 FEBRUARY Job 6:1-30

To him who is afflicted, kindness should be shown by his friend

Job answered by telling Eliphaz that he was only considering dee si

of the balance. His grief and calamity if weighed, would be hethaer

all the sand of the sea. His friends may have thought his words to be
rash but he had been very careful not to sin against God with his lips
(1-3; cp. 1:22; 2:10). Job acknowledged the hand of the Almighty in his
suffering but he was not aware that it was Satan who had attacked him
(4). He was not complaining because of some light affliction. Tilte w
donkey does not bray when it has grass and the ox does not low when
it has fodder to eat (5). Life had become tasteless and loatlsdioie

(6—7) and such was his despair that he wanted God to crush him and
take his life. He felt that he had no hope of recovery and hisgsitre

had departed from him (8-13).

‘To him who is afflicted, kindness should be shown by his fiehd’

The English Standard Version translates verséHelwho withholds
kindness from a friend forsakes the fear of the Aimighty’had been
confident that his friends would have words of comfort for him but they
had been a disappointment. They were like a desert brook which has an
abundant supply of water during the winter snow and spring thaw, but
which dries up in the summer and has nothing teratffie thirsty
traveller. They had seen Job’s suffering and were so afraithéhyahad
nothing helpful to say to him (14-23).

Eliphaz had not proved anything for all his logitdaright words’
(24-25). He had undermined his friend when he should have upheld
him. Job challenged him to look at him and he would then see that Job
would not lie to his face. Could these three friends not discern that Job
was still righteous (28-30)?

Are you a real friend to some despairing soul? Arequ always
ready to show kindness even when a friend’s faith appears to be in

a perilous state? They need you more than ever at such a timak

often praise people after they die but they need to be on the receiving
end of our kindness and encouragement while they are alive.
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9 FEBRUARY 2 Thessalonians 3:16-18

Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace always

When Adam sinned, discord, hatred and restlesstaasg into the
world. Man is now alienated from God and strifdaand not only
between nations, but even among family groups. The Lord Jesus Christ
came into the world to reverse the effects of $id to destroy the
works of the devil (Romans 5:12-21; 1 John 3:8). HihesLord of
peace(16; cp. 1 Thessalonians 5:23). The benediction here reminds us
of three priceless privileges possessed by every Christian:

* The peace of God. Now may the Lord of peace himself give you
peace always in every w@¥6). We are reconciled to God through the
blood of Christ shed on the cross (Romans 5:10; Ephesians 2:13-18;
Colossians 1:20). Peace with God brings God'’s precious peace into our
lives whichsurpasses all understandir{@hilippians 4:7; cp. John
14:27). What is this peace? — ‘Itis the reflection of Gsutide in the

heart of the believer who, by sovereign grace, has received the blessed
assurance of this state of reconciliation’ (HendrikS@OMMENTARY

ON 1 AND 2 THESSALONIANS page 208)Peace always in every way

— ‘The smile of the world cannot give it, nor the frown of the world
take it away’ (Matthew Henry).

» The presence of God. Fhe Lord be with you allNothing
whatever is able to separate us from the presence and the logd.of G
The Lord is with us wherever we go (Psalm 23:4; John 14:23; Romans
8:35—-39; Hebrews 13:5-6). We will not know the enjoyment of God'’s
presence or peace however, if we disobey him.

* The grace of God. Fhe grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with
you all(18). Grace is favour which we do not deserve! Salvation is by
grace and our messagethi® gospel of the grace of Gbicts 20:24;
Ephesians 2:8). We also enjoy God'’s continuing grace in the Christian
life to help us in every situation (2 Corinthian2:9; Hebrews
4:15-16).

Are you enjoying the peace, the presence and the grace of Gad
your life? If not, could it be that your heart is not right with God?
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JOB

Martin Luther considered the book of Job to be ‘mégent and
sublime as no other book of Scripture’. William H. Green writes, ‘The
Book of Job is one of the most remarkable in the Old Testament. Apart
from its inspiration, and considered simply as a literary production, i
bears the stamp of uncommon genius. It is occupied with a profound
and difficult theme, the mystery of divine providence in the sufferings
of good men. This is not treated in the abstract, in simple prose or i
a plain didactic method. But an actual case is set forth vividlydefo
the reader, in which the difficulty appears in its most aggravated 'f
(CONFLICT AND TRIUMPH, page 3)

Job is the first of the poetic books of the Old Testament (the others are
Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon and Lamentations).
Job probably lived in the period of the patriarchs who had a greater lif
expectancy than later generations (Abraham died at one hundred and
seventy-five and Job lived to a great age; 42:16; cp. Genesis 25:7).

Ezekiel 14:14,20 refers to the righteousness of Job and James 5:11 to
his perseverance. Job was blameless in the sight of God bubgite m
terrible tragedy and suffering came upon him. His three friewae
convinced that there was some secret sin in his life for whickalse
suffering divine chastisement but he strongly protested his innocence.
We are reminded that there are no easy answers to the age-oérprobl

of undeserved suffering.

The main purpose of the book is to do with a man’s relationship to God
when all that he has is snatched from him. Satan was convimaed t
Job only served God because God had prospered him (1:9; 2:3-5). In
tragedy, loss and perplexity Job was prepared to trust God even though
God slay him (13:15). He knew that God was testing him to refine him
(23:10). He was confident that he would see his Redeemer on the day
of resurrection (19:25-26).

We are encouraged to persevere in our trust in God even when we are
baffled at his providence in our lives and whenaaenot trace his
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17 FEBRUARY Job 5:17-27

Happy is the man whom God corrects

Eliphaz had reminded Job of the power, justice and kindness of God
(9-16) and he goes on to encourage Job to accept Gloakdening
which was for his own goodBehold, happy is the man whom God
corrects; therefore do not despise the chastening of the Almidity’
These words of Eliphaz are very true and are precious to evktyth
God. Chastisement is vital for the development of Christian characte
and growth. We must not despise it because it yteklpeaceable fruit

of righteousness our lives (cp. Hebrews 12:5-11).

The words of Eliphaz were of little comfort to Job however, who was
not aware of the reason for his suffering (or ‘ctigsment’ if
Eliphaz was correct). He wrongly assumed that God was dealing with
Job for some hidden sin. He urged him to acknowledge his guilt and
then all would go well with him. Job was sitting in ashes, torh pétin

and his friend talks about healing and restoratmihis former
prosperity and peace in a detached manner (18). Job wagldeth
from the scourge of his friend’s tongue and destruction had not brought
laughter to him (21-22). Everything was amiss in his habitation (24)
and to speak of a promise of many descendants to a man who had just
lost his ten children was most insensitive (25).

Eliphaz was right in saying that he had found the things he stated to be
true (27) but he was so pompous and sriith regard to suffering

we can only'see in a mirror dimly’(cp. 1 Corinthians 13:12) and we

must not jump to hasty conclusions however obvious they appear

to be.This is what Eliphaz did and though his theology of chastisement

may have been correct, he wrongly applied it to Job’s situation. Let us
prayerfully seek to have wise and understanding hearts!
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16 FEBRUARY Job 5:1-16

But as for me, | would seek God

Some people give the impression that they are always right and they
refuse to listen to anyone else’s point of viewpkaz was such a
person. He told Job that it was pointless to call upon one of thésange
(‘holy ones) to help him (1). He was here most insensitive, telling Job
that he has seen the sinful (foolish) man taking root and prospering but

sudden devastation strikes and his sons are crushed in the gate (3—4).

What a heartless thing to say to a man whose sons had recsstly b
crushed to death! It is true thatn is born to troubl€7) but that does
not make suffering any easier to bear.

Job is now given advice on what he ought to'Bot as for me, | would

seek God, and to God | would commit my cause, who does great things
and unsearchable, marvellous things without num{&+9). Eliphaz

was implying that Job had not sought God in his distress and that this
was the reason that he was continuing to suffer. He wassgsdifi|

were in your place, Job, | would seek the Lord and | would commit my
cause to God Eliphaz had not been there when Job had worshipped
and blessed the Lord when loss and tragedy came upon him. He was so
glib and such an attitude was no comfort to a suffering soul. Ittsoal

easy to say what we would do in trial when we avethe sufferer.
Eliphaz magnified God for his power, kindness and jestk0-16).
Verse 13 is quoted in the New Testament (1 Coramsi3:19). He
sounded so spiritual but his theology was callous and without heart.

Eliphaz had wept when he first saw Job in his suffering and he shared
in his grief. He went wrong when he began to offer explanations to Job
for his suffering; it was when he opened his mouth that he proved to be
a miserable comforteThe Bible is sufficient to guide and to direct

us but we must recognise that we do not have all the answevge
cannot understand God’s ways and thoughts; theyayend our
grasp. May God make us sensitive to those who affereng and
grief-stricken!
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ways. We are brought to see that ‘God moves in a mysterious way his
wonders to perform’ and that ‘behind a frowning providence God hides
a smiling face’ in the lives of the righteous. Tgreatness of God’s
power and majesty shine through the book. The ‘title Almighty’
(Hebrew, ‘Shaddai’) is used of God forty-eight tisne the Old
Testament, thirty-one of them in the book of Job.

Outline of Job

1. Introduction - 1:1-5
2. God and Satan - 1.6-12
3. Satan’s attacks on Job — 1:13to0 2:10
4. Job and his three friends — 2:11to 31:40
a. The lament of the three friends (2:11-13)
b. First round of speeches (3:1 to 14:22)
c. Second round of speeches (15:1 to 21:34)
d. Third round of speeches (22:1 to 31:40)
5. Elihu’s speech — 32:1t037:24
6. The Lord’s word to Job — 38:1t041:34
7. Job’s response to God - 42:1-6
8. Job vindicated and blessed - 42:7-17

| recommend the following commentaries for further reading:

Conflict and Triumph — The argument of the Book of Job unfolded by
William Henry Green, published by Banner of Truth

The Storm Breaks — Job simply Explained by Derelomlas,
published by Evangelical Press.

Everyman’s Bible Commentary on Job, by Roy Zucklghied by
Moody Press).

| also commend John Blanchard’s bookV@HERE 1S GOD WHEN

THINGS GO WRONGPublished by Evangelical Press. This is not a
commentary on Job but it deals with the question of suffering.

13



10 FEBRUARY Job 1:1-5

That man was blameless and upright, and one who feared God

The location of the land of Uz where Job lived is not certain,tbsit i
generally accepted that it was east of the River Jordan (1; cp.3)erse
Job is described as being a man wdas blameless and upright, and
one who feared God and shunned €¥). The description of Job as
‘blameless and uprightloes not mean that he was sinless but that he
was a man of great integrity. He did confess that he wiasierg7:21;
42:1-6).

Job lived at a time when a man’s wealth was measured by the amount
of livestock and servants that he possessed. He was very, veryhrech
greatest of all the people of the E&3}). True greatness is not measured

by what we possess, however, but by our relationship with God. Riches
have ensnared many a person but Job had his priorities right and he did
not allow his wealth to spoil his relationship with God.fel@red God

and shunned evil.

Job was deeply concerned for the spiritual well-being of his sons and
daughters. He prayed for them and offered sacrifices on their behalf. *
They may have complied with their father’s godly leadership but Job
was fearful that they may have sinned and cursed God in their hearts
(5). He recognised that the human heart is a lurking place for sirebef

it breaks out into the opemhe very sin which Job was fearful of his

sons committing was the sin that Satan sought to nka him
commit — to curse God.The Hebrew word used for ‘curse’ is that
which is also used ‘to bless’ but it is used in these verses to convey ‘to
bless’in an evil sense (5,11; 2:5,9).

There is a great challenge to every Christian paren  t here. You must
instruct your children in the Word of God while share young
(Proverbs 22:6; 2 Timothy 3:15). Do you earnestly pray for them and
lead a godly example before them?

*  The Levitical sacrificial system had not been gi this time and righteous
men acted as priests in sacrificing to God (1:5).
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15 FEBRUARY Job 4:1-21

Now a word was secretly brought to me

Job had broken the silence and Eliphaz was the first of the tleeddr

to respond. We shall see that these friends were unable to te¢bai

own beliefs with the tragic events that had come upon Job. They had
come to the conclusion that he was being chastised by God for some
great sin he had committed but they were wrong (42:7).

Eliphaz began by suggesting that Job might not listen to his counsel but
even so, he must speak (2). He acknowledged that Job had instructed
and encouraged many sufferers but for all his spiritual strength, (3—4)
he was unable to cope with his own suffering (5—6). Job had longed for
death but he should remember that sudden, unnadeeth is not
visited upon the righteous but on the wicked (7—-11). Such a efew
God’s activity is far from true and this was why Eliphaz was so wrong
in his counsel. He was like a doctor who makes an incorrect diagnosis
and then proceeds to treat his patient accordinglyh &eatment is
useless! Eliphaz was probably the oldest of theetlriends and he
claimed to speak from his experience of lievén as | have seen ...

— 8; cp. 5:3). He had learned that we only reap whasave and he
suggested that Job must be reaping the punishroesbfme gross,
secret sin (8).

It is very difficult to reason with people who claim to haveaadifrom

the Lord. Eliphaz told JobiNow a word was secretly brought to me.’

He claimed to have seen a spirit in a vision and whelfivith fear
when he heard a voice sayingGan a mortal be more righteous than
God?’ (12-21). Job had never said that a man can be more righteous
than his Maker, but he was baffled at the strangeness d¢ @agis

with him. Be very careful when someone seeks to convince you that
they are right because they have had ‘a word from the Lord’. They may
have a good imagination but their theology is ofp@or and their
counsel even poorer. Eliphaz appeared to be saying the right things but
he lacked discernmenitf. our Christian beliefs make us hard,
callous and lacking in warmth, let us beware. We are not lieg like

our Saviour!
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14 FEBRUARY Job 3:1-26

| am not at ease, nor am | quiet; | have no rest

Job was in great agony of soul and he now cries out in anguish. He did
not curse God but he did curse the day he was born (1); it was a day he
would like to see blotted from the calendar (2—6). Leviathan wasa gre
sea monster, possibly a dinosaur, so large that it could hide the sun from
those in its shadow (8-9). Some commentators suggest that Leviathan
is a term for a crocodile, but the description of this monstenapter

41 does not support such a view.

Job asked why it was that he had not died at bifthe had been
stillborn, he would have been at rest in the state where thedweke

no longer practise evil, where the voice of the oppressor is sileatew

the slave is free from his master (11-19). Job longed for death but he
had no right to take his own life (20-22). It is possible to regard death
as the ideal solution to end suffering or sorrow deeath brings no
escape for the unbeliever, though the child of God will be with his Lord
and Saviour (Philippians 1:21-23). Satan had recognised that God had
put a hedge around Job to protect him (1:10) but the suffering servant
of God now felt that God had hedged him in to prevent his escape from
suffering (23).

The thing that Job had greatly feared and dreaded had come upon him
and he complained,am not at ease, nor am | quiet; | have no rest, for
trouble comes(25-26). He could not understand why all this was
happening to him and he was very agitated. A godb i no
protection against trouble but will often attract it from Satanfeord

evil people (cp. 2 Timothy 3:12). The Christian knows, however, that
God sees his tears and hears his ces.suffering is not for ever!

Be still, my soul, the hour is hastening on
When we shall be for ever with the Lord,
When disappointment, grief and fear are gone,
Sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored.
Be still, my soul, when change and tears are past,
All safe and blessed we shall meet at last.
(Katharina von Schlegel, translated by Jane L. lBuidk)
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11 FEBRUARY Job 1:6-12

Have you considered my servant Job?

Our attention is now directed away from Job to the angibis fons of

God’) who come to present themselves before God. Satan came too; he
Is a very powerful angelic being who sinned agatstl. He is the
master of deception and often comes to humans as ahadrigght

(2 Corinthians 11:14). He is not omnipresent (everywhereeptesd

the same time) and he told God that he had been roaming the earth. He
was undoubtedly very satisfied to survey the evil and chaos of a fallen
world. The Lord was able to point Satan to someone who shone as a
bright light in the darkness around hifitave you considered my
servant Job?(8).

Satan is the greatest cynic in the universe and’'&odrm
commendation of Job brought an ugly respoismes Job fear God for
nothing?’ (9). He alleged that Job feared God only because the Lord
had protected him'rhade a hedge around hijnand prospered him
(10). If God were to take away these blessings, Job would lose his fait
and would curse God to his face. God accepted the challenge, giving
Satan permission to attack all that Job possessed but not tohgnite
person (11-12). Satan left the presence of God to do his deadly work
and the scene is now set for the dramatic and tragic evettbefell

Job and which led to the many questions and discussions that are found
in this book.

It is important that we understand that God is amtcol of all our
circumstances (theologians call this ‘the providen€ God’). This
truth is a great comfort to every Christi&gatan is very active and
very malicious, but he can only act with God’s pernssion (12)

H.L. Ellison comments that Satan ‘is not sovereign in a rival kingdom,
but a rebel to whom God gives as much rope as will glorify his name.’
(FROM TRAGEDY TO TRIUMPH page 25 — Paternoster Press 1958).
The Lord overrules the attacks of Satan for his glory and for our good
(cp. Genesis 50:20). What a wonderful privilege it is to belong to God!
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12 FEBRUARY Job 1:13-22

He fell to the ground and worshipped

Job was not aware of Satan’s challenge to God nor of the fachéhat
devil was behind the tragic events that suddenly came upon him. Can
you imagine how Job felt as one messenger and then another told him
of disaster coming upon his flocks and herds? Worse was to cose — hi
beloved children for whom he prayed much were dle# while
feasting in the house of their eldest brother (13-Without any
warning and in just a few minutes, Job had beemced from a
wealthy man to a pauper and his children were taken from him. In this
desperate situation God kept out of sight.

Did Job only serve the Lord because of the blessings bestowed upon
him? The angels in heaven had been witnesses am'Satynical
challenge. | can imagine them waiting on edge to see how Job would
react. Will he curse God as Satan had suggested? They see achattere
forlorn figure tearing his robe and shaving hischea a sign of his

grief. He fell to the ground and worshipped. And he said, ‘Naked | came
from my mother’s womb, and naked | shall returrréhdhe IORD

gave, and the@RD has taken away; blessed be the name of dwrDL
(20-21). The man is worshipping God and blessing him! How heaven
would have resounded with the joyful praises of God that day!

Why do you love God? Do you love him for his matdd worth,
because in all his perfection, he is worthy to be loved and adnwWed?
may lose everything in the world but we can never lose our salvation
and we can never be separated from the love of (Rminans
8:35-39). The greatest faith in the Lord is not seen on the mountain-top
of ease or spiritual blessing, but when we rejorc&od as we are
plunged into baffling circumstances (Habakkuk 3:17-18)ll this

Job did not sin nor charge God with wroiig2). If we are not
worshippers in the good times, we will hardly worship God Wwen
times are difficult. If we murmur against God at small troubles
which befall us, how will we bless him in the darkestgriods of our
lives?

16

13 FEBRUARY Job 2:1-13

In all this Job did not sin with his lips

Satan had failed in his attempts to make Job curse God, but he works
on the principle, ‘If at first you don’t succeed, try, try, and ggia.’

The Lord was again able to point out Job as a model of integrity and
godliness (2—3) but Satan again challenged Gaistch out your hand

now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will surely curse you to
your face!’ (4-5). He was suggesting that Job would curse God if he
was made to suffer in his body. God gave him permission to smite Job,
but not to take his life. The devil is only able to touch us with God’s
permission and he cannot possess a child of God (cp. Paul's thorn in the
flesh, a messenger from Satan — 2 Corinthians 12:7).

There were no half-measures with the devil who gteick Job with
painful boilsfrom head to toe (7). He sat in ashes and scraped his body
with a piece of broken pottery (8). He was such an appalling sight that
his poor wife could take no more. She unknowingly becamanSat
instrument to tempt her husband to curse God. Bbeght that he
would be better out of his misery and urged hurse God and die!’

(9) Job rebuked her, pointing out that we must be prepared not only to
accept good from God, but also adversity (10).

Job’s three friends had come to mourn with him and to comfort him but
such was his suffering, they did not recognise hiimey were so
shocked that they did not speak a word for seven days but they wept and
mourned with him (11-13). It is better to remain silent than tokspea
when we cannot find the right words (13:5). Whea thiends did
speak, they wemniserable comfortergl6:2).

In all this Job did not sin with his ligd0).He did not speak unwisely
because he was ready to accept the dark providence of God aallw

as his blessings. This is far easier said than donéfe have so much

to learn but God is patient with us. How we need to ponder our words
before we speak, lest we sin with our lips. Let us make Psalig adé:

of our prayers for today -Set a guard, O @RD, over my mouth; keep
watch over the door of my lips.
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