31 JANUARY 2 Thessalonians 2:1-10

The man of sin

We are concerned at increasing lawlessness in Britain and much of the
western world. As the influence of Christianity disinished so a
harvest of increasing rebellion against God halwed. We must
realise, however, that even in Paul's time, there was rebeljaimst

God and his commandmenior the mystery of lawlessness is already

at work (7). The antichrist (1 John 2:18,22) is a real peraho is
called‘the lawless one(8).

When Paul was in Thessalonica, he had taught the new church about
the coming of our Lord Jesus and abithw@ man of sirf1-5).The man

of sinis also calledhe son of perditior§3). The word translated
‘perdition’ means ‘lostness’ or destruction. The Antichrist is doomed!
There have been many ‘antichrists’ who have decemélions of
people (2 John 7) but there will be a leader behind the great deception
and lawlessness which shall precede the returnhofs€C He will
oppose God and his church, claiming to be divine and demanding that
men worship him (4). He will have Satanic power which will eaabl
him to work amazing miracles which will deceive many into foltogyv

him (9). These miracles asgns and lying wonders.

Who is thisman of sif? We just cannot be sure! Early Christians
believed that he would be a Jew who would overthtiogrRoman
Empire. He would then establish a tyrannical andked kingdom
which would be destroyed at the return of ChridieTReformers
believed that the Pope is the Antichrist (The Westminster Cooifest
Faith and the 1689 Baptist Confession also take this view). Antichrists
have risen up from within the ranks of the church (1 John 2:18-19). It
is likely that the final Antichrist will be a religious leadehno will deny

that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God (1 John 2:22-23; 4:1-3).

The return of the Lord Jesus will bring an end lice&il. He will
consume the Antichristith the breath of his moutiind destroy him
with the brightness of his comir{§). Satan does not have the last
word! Let us praise God.
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Dear Friends

| have been asked why it is that so many evangelicals no longer begin
pronouns referring to God or to the Lord Jesus Christ witlapital
(upper case) letter (eg. ‘You’ — ‘His’ — ‘Thee”Fhou’). You will
observe that | am guilty of the same practice.

The Hebrew and Greek carry no such distinctionghaedoes the
Authorised Version of the Bible.

The practice of using capitals to begin the prorsoahdeity was
started by the Victorians in the 1840's or 1850’s. My three volume set
of Matthew Henry’;s commentary printed in 1836 does not have the
upper case for the first letter of these pronouns, nor does my copy of
Olney Hymns, printed in 1830. John Angell James in his graait b

‘An Earnest Ministry, the Want of the Times’ published1i847 and
reprinted by Banner of Truth does not use the ugpse, nor does
Spurgeon in his printed sermons. Gadsby’s hymnlaisé uses the
lower case to begin pronouns referring to deity.

The Victorians who introduced the upper case for deity pronouns may
have done so from the honourable motive of reverenc&dal, but

they were misguided. We are not being disrespettftihe Lord by
continuing the practice found in the Authorised Version of the Bible or
in Christian publications prior to the 1840’s

The New King James Version also uses a capitaéidti begin
pronouns referring to deity and in most versions ptiméswords of
Christ in red. This practice seems to have origishatethe U.S.A. |
believe that\LL Scripture is equally inspired by God and that it is not
helpful to print the words of Christ in red.

Some traditions are good, but these two traditions, at least, should not
be considered a mark of orthodoxy.

May God encourage and bless you from his precious Word throughout
the year.

Yours sincerely in Christ,

Alec Taylor.

30 JANUARY 2 Thessalonians 2:1-10

Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ

Some in the Thessalonian church were teaching that Christ'sigomi
was already upon them. It would appear that some claimed thiat Pa
was the source of this teaching, having had a revelation from the Spiri
of God that this was so'dither by spirit’) or that Paul had
communicated this to them by word of mouth or by letter (1-2). There
is still much confusion todagoncerning the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christthough it is mentioned hundreds of times in the New Testament.
What will happen before the return of Christ?

1. There will be dalling awayfrom the Christian faith (3; cp.
Matthew 24:10-13). Some Christians sincerely believe that there will
be a great revival prior to Christ’s return when the nation of Israel will
turn to Christ. | cannot see any such teaching in Scripture andat is
supported in the verses in our reading.

2. The man of siwill be revealed (3). We will consider the identity
of the Antichrist tomorrow.

3. God will send a strong delusion causing the ungodly to believe the
lie of the antichrist when he sets himself up as God (4,11)..

4.There will be increasing lawlessness (6—7). W& bel who now
restrain® Some take this to be a reference to the Holy Spirit, others to
the restraining effect of the gospel in societyhhe mystery of
lawlessness is already at wobkit is being restrained. Before Christ
comes wickedness will be unleashed on a great scale and meakevill
pleasure in unrighteousnessore than ever before (12). Times will be
similar to the days of Noah (Genesis 6:5, 12—-13; Matthew 24:37-39).

We must not be shaken in mind or troubled (ie. faflinervous
excitement, 2). All these events atie® man of sifimself are under

the control of God who loves us and will keep us. We must not believe
those who claim to have new revelations about the end-time, or who
claim to be Christ (3; Matthew 24:4-5)e must, however, be ready

for Christ’'s second coming (Matthew 24:44). Are you?
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29 JANUARY 2 Thessalonia ns 1:3—-12

That our God would count you worthy of this calling

Paul thanked Godlwaysfor the Thessalonians (3) and he prayed
alwaysfor them (11). He had referred to their patienod &aith in
persecution and tribulation and of the revealing of the Lord Jesus from
heaven, that is, his coming again (3-10). The thought of these things
encouraged Paul to bring certain requests to God in his prayers for the
Thessalonians. Notice the wdtberefore’which links verse 11 to the
preceding verses. Here in verse 11 it gives ugd¢hson for Paul’s
prayer. He prayed:

* That our God would count you worthy of this call{ag; cp.‘that
you may be counted worthy of the kingdom of Gg)dEvery Christian
is called by God into his own kingdom and gloryT{iessalonians
2:12). What an amazing privilege to be called bydGoto his
wonderful, eternal kingdom! The Lord Jesus willdderified in his
saints when he comes again and we will be with him for everc(lO;
1 Thessalonians 4:17). This great truth encouraged the apostle Paul to
pray always for the Thessalonian Christighat our God would count
you worthy of this calling11). The need to lead a life worthy of our
Christian calling is often urged in Paul’s letters (c@-hkssalonians
2:12; Ephesians 4:1; Colossians 1:9-10)

* That God wouldulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness and
the work of faith with powekendriksen translates it this way: ‘that he
by (his) power may bring to fulfilment (your) every resolve prompted
by goodness and (your every) work resulting fromtifa
(COMMENTARY ON 1 & 2 THESSALONIANS page 163). This young
church had a great evangelistic vision and despite persecution they had
remained faithful and tireless in their efforts to spread the gospel. Paul
prayed that God would grant their resolve and that he would fulfil their
work of faith (cp. 1 Thessalonians 1:3). What kind of resolve do you
have in the Lord’s workAre you seeking to lead a godly life, so that

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in y(iP)?
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Key to notes

* All Scripture quotations are taken from the NewngiJames
Version unless stated otherwise; they are printed in itélliggsu have

a different translation of the Bible, you will still be abk to use these
notes.

* The number in brackets eg. (6) refers to the verse number in the
passage that we are reading; (23:16) refers us to another cluagbter
verse in the book of the Bible from which we are reading. When we
read from Matthew, this would be Matthew chapter 23, verse 16.

*  Where verses from other books of the Bible araught to our
attention, the name of the book is also indicatethe brackets eg.
(Psalm 19:1).

* Where | ask you to compare another verse of Scripture, | prefix the
reference with cp. (eg. cp. Psalm 1:1). | prefer this to the owonenon
abbreviation cf. which relates to the obsolete word ‘confer’.

The word ‘Lord’ in the Old Testament
The Hebrew words translateldord’ are:

 ‘Adon’ which is used with reference to men (Gerse4R:33;
45:8-9), and with reference to God (Joshua 3:11PsHIm 8:1).

* ‘Adonai’ literally ‘my Lord’ (Exodus 4:10; Psalm 68:19).

* ‘Yahweh’ (‘Jehovah’), the sacred name for God, sidered by
many Jews as too sacred to utter. They regulagy tAdonai’ in its
place.Yah' is a contracted form of ‘Yahweh’ (Isaiah 12:2; 26:4). The
word‘Alleluia’ or‘Hallelujah’ (Revelation 19:1-6) means ‘Praise Yah'.

Dale Ralph Davis writes with reference to Exodus 3:12,14tn light

of verse 12, God does not here stress his being or existence so much as
his presence and “Yahweh” captures and summarizes that thobhght —

is the God who will be present to be all that his peopleeed him to
be.“Yahweh” means the God who is present to help ... “Yahwela” is
personal name, while “thedRD" is a title ... there’s a devotional warmth

in a personal name that a title can’t conveyHE WAY OF THE
RIGHTEOUS IN THE MUCK OF LIFE — PSALMS 1-1page 8).

NB. Our Bible translators have made it possible for us to resegvtien
‘Yahweh'’ is used in the Old Testament. ‘Yahwehprinted ‘L ORD,
whereas ‘Adon’ or ‘Adonai’ are printedord’.
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ECCLESIASTES

The Hebrew title of Ecclesiastes, ‘Qoheleth’, meang who
addresses an assembly and is translédted’reacher’.The authorship

of the book is disputed. Many (eg. Charles Bridges, Stuart Olyott, John
Currid) believe that there are strong reasons to indicate tham8n

is the author (cp. 1:1,12; 2:7,9; 12:9). Those who would disagree (eg.
Derek Kidner) point out that Solomon’s name is absent from the book,
whereas he is named in Proverbs and in the Sorf§obdmon.
Ecclesiastes is often misunderstood because itaapge be very
pessimistic. The wortyanity’ (‘meaningless’ NIV) appears more than
30 times throughout the book.

Purpose of Ecclesiasteslhe Preacher looks at lifander the sun’
(1:3,9,14; 2:11,17-22), etc) and demonstrates that life without God is
utterly futile and meaningless. Human wisdom, science, achievements,
possessions and pleasures do not satisfy man’s deepest‘Adess.
vanity and grasping for the wind1:14; 2:11,17,26; 4:4,16; 6:9). Many
years after Ecclesiastes was written, Augustingeaa‘You have
made us for yourself, and our hearts cannot find theirured they

find their rest in you’ (Confessions of Augustinejlaving
demonstrated that man in his sin is |d&tying no hope and without
God in the worldEphesians 2:12), the preacher directs our attention to
our Creator (12:1). Our duty is ttear God and keep his
commandmentd 2:13). This alone brings meaning to life and leads to
lasting joy.

For further reading, | recommend:

A Life Worth Living and A Lord Worth Loving by Stuart Olyott, publighe
by Evangelical Press

Commentary on Ecclesiastes by Charles Bridges, published by Bi#nner
Truth

ATime to Mourn and a Time to Dance by Derek Kidner, published by IVP

Ecclesiastes — A Quest for Meaning by John Curmpublished by
Evangelical Press.

28 JANUARY 2 Thessalonians 1:1-12

When the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven

When the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels,
it will be a terrifying day for those who do not know God and for those
who refuse to obey the gospel of Christ (7—8). They valpunished

with everlasting destruction from the presencehef tord(9). The

word ‘destruction’means ruin rather than annihilation. Eternal ruin
involves banishment from the presence of God and from the glory of
his power; it means an eternity of conscious exisgein hell (cp.
Matthew 7:23; 25:41; Revelation 14:11). The most important thing in
the world is that we know God and obey the gospel. If you are not a
Christian, you are in a perilous state. Have you responded positively to
the gospel, repenting of your sin and trusting in the Lord Jesus?

The coming of the Lord Jesus will be a glorious @layChristians
(‘saints’ — verse 10) however! We will be given eternal restn
trouble, suffering and sin (7). The Lord Jesus will be glorified iatus
his coming as our bodies are transformed and we are made pAiect.
will not be so much concerned with our own glorified state as wit

the surpassing beauty, radiance and majesty of ouaviour. We

will gaze and gaze upon him with great admirati®f)( We will
worship and adore him, and we will praise him for ever for histgrea
grace in saving poor sinners such as us!

Phil Arthur writes, ‘The prospect before us is of a world withmaih.
Human bodies will not sicken or decay. No funerald taike place.
There will be no crime and therefore none of the debiligafear of
crime which saps the morale of modern society. Environmental damage
will be no more; sadness will have been abolished. When teaiseate
they will be tears of joy and laughter. God himself will be at hame i
that world, content to live among a people who bask snglorious
presence. He and they will be suffused in joy tmd for human
language. Nothing can spoil that future, for all that was evil has bee
consigned to the furnaceATIENCE OF HOPE- 1 and 2 Thessalonians
simply explained, page 106).
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27 JANUARY 2 Thessa lonians 1:3—7

The kingdom of God, for which you also suffer

We are reminded in 1 Thessalonians 3:3 that Christians should expect
to suffer for their faith in Christ. Paul was able to point toeth@urance

and perseverance of the Thessalonians in suffering, and to encourage
other churches by their example. The apostle encourages those who are
persecuted by showing that this is an evidenceus discipleship.

They can beounted worthy of the kingdom of Géat,which they also
suffer(5). When we suffer for the sake of Christ, it does not mean that
something has gone wrong or that God has forsakelVe should
always remember that persecution for the sake ofs€lhrings
blessing (Matthew 5:10-12; Acts 5:41; Romans 5:3-4).

Those who seek to harm a child of God tottble apple of his eye’
(Zechariah 2:8) and they will surely be punishedtba day of
judgment following the return of the Lord Jessisceit is a righteous
thing with God to repay with tribulation those who trouble y647).
Many refuse to believe that God will punish sinnarsl have the
mistaken notion that such an action would deny his love. This idea fail
to take into account the justice of Gdids a righteous thing with God

to punish sinners. Ungodly men do not like the Biblical teaching that
wrong-doers must be punished. This is seen in their attitude to crime
and punishment. Their priority is the ‘rehabilitation’ of criminather
than the administration of just punishment for their evil deeds. $his i
a topsy-turvy situation that has led to disastrooissequences with
soaring crime rates. Punishment must always hawetiority over
rehabilitation!

God is righteous and to allow us to go free without punishment for sin
would deny his justice. How wonderful that he gave his only begotten
Son to die on the cross to be punished for sinners (John 3:16; 1 Peter
3:18)!If your heart is not right with God, you have no hge of
heaven unless you come to Christ, repenting of yowsin and
trusting in him to save you.
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1 JANUARY Ecclesia stes 1:1-11

Vanity of vanities, all is vanity

The Preacher begins by considering life on eauwhder the sun’9)
without God and he paints a bleak but realistic picture. He otigs
‘Vanity of vanities, all is vanity(2). The Hebrew word ‘hebel’
translatedvanity’ means ‘vapour’. It is something worthless that will
vanish like a puff of smoke. It has been transldtedaningless’ —
‘futile’ — ‘absurd’ but ‘hebel’ rather emphasisesnsething that is
fleeting or transitory. Without Godll is vanity(2). Life without God

is meaningless because God made us for himself, to glorify him in our
lives and to enjoy him. The lyrics of many ‘pop’ songs often portray the
dilemma of life without God. One rock star of anliegirgeneration
(Alice Cooper) once said, ‘Alice Cooper isn't trying to say anything.
No message. No nothing. We are putting on a show. Absurdity is a big
part of it. We are all absurd in one way or another.” What a dreaid
dismal outlook! That is life without God!

The Bible is quite clear in showing the reason for this unhappydtate
affairs. God’s creation wagery good(Genesis 1:31), but Adam, the
first man, rebelled against God and brought ruid death to a
beautiful world. Man is miserable and frustrateddese of his sin
(Genesis 3:17-19) he creation was subjected to futilifRomans
8:20). Our sin separates us from our Creator (Isaiah 59:2). shue
God out of our lives, we will experience frustration and eternal loss.

Let us praise God that we have a message of hope! In Chrisighere
peace, satisfaction and lasting joy such as this wendnever give

(cp. John 14:27; Philippians 4:6-7,1f)you are restless within and
dissatisfied with life, could it be that your heart is mt right with

God? Do not continue to grope in uncertainty and unhappiness. Seek
the Lord; repent of your sin and trust in him!

Now none but Christ can satisfy,
None other name for me:

There’s love and life and lasting joy,
Lord Jesus, found in thee! (Emma F.S. Bevan)



2 JANUARY Ec clesiastes 1:3-11

What profit has a man for all his labour?

The world of business assesses its affairs in termsofit pnd loss.

The Preacher poses the questiovihat profit has a man from all his
labour?’ (3). What can we gain that we will not ultimately lose through
death? The Lord Jesus gives a stark reminder of this in his pafable
the rich man to whom God saitfpu fool! This night your soul will be
required of you; then whose will those things beakhyou have
provided?’(Luke 12:20). The sad story is repeated as one generation
passes and another comes (4).

Despite living in a world where there is constant activity, waatqget
anywhere. Stuart Olyott comments, ‘Everything goasas it has
always done, but there is no advance. The sun rises and sets, only to
rise again. The wind blows and blows, only to cdmaek where it
started. The rivers run into the sea, but never fill it, bectheseater
evaporates and returns to its source. This is the way ofdHd.whe
activity never ends, but no destination is ever reachediFE WORTH
LIVING AND ALORD WORTH LOVING, page 19). Life appears to be one
endless, boring treadmill, which fails to bring ge®nd lasting
satisfaction (5-8). Charles Bridges observes, ‘Men cry farenand
more of the world. But when it comes, it does natisfy’
(COMMENTARY ON ECCLESIASTESpage 12).

The world is rapidly changing, though not for the better. The things that
are now new soon become history. The Preacher pointSThate is
nothing new under the suf9). Many in the world seek fame and
honour; they want to make a name for themselveselsmme
significance in the world, but they will die and retuo dust. Their
achievements mean nothing to them when they die and pass from this
world (10-11). People continue to agonise with the quesisothey

did when Ecclesiastes was written.: ‘If our destiny is torreto dust,

how can life be meaningful?’ The Lord Jesus chaénus with a
question,'What will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and
loses his own soul?Mark 8:36).The only lasting gain is to be found

by those who love Christ and obey God’s precious Word.

6

26 JANUARY 2 The ssalonians 1:1-4

We are bound to thank God always for you

The opening greetings are very similar to those in the first igie;
cp. 1 Thessalonians 1:1). Silvanus is the Latin name for Sdashid
been so encouraged by this young church that he Wwiitere bound
to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is fittf8y Paul, Silas and
Timothy gave thanks for:

» Their growing faith (3). They were not disheartened or dismayed
by the pressure of persecution and they grew stronger in faith. How can
we have a faith thdgrows exceedingly’ Faith comes through the
Word of God (Romans 10:17); it is fed by hearingd@owWord
preached, and through reading and obeying the Bibéath is
exercised and strengthened through a regular life of prayer. Ipischel

by fellowship with God’s people. How is your faith growing?

» Their abounding love for each other (3). An evidence of genuine
faith is love for our fellow-believers, whatever the cost to ourselves (1
John 4:7-11,20-21). Thoreau described a city as a place where many
people are ‘lonely together.” (quoted by Warren W. Wiersbe in his book
on 1 & 2 ThessalonianBE READY’). This may also be true of some
churches where people are ‘lonely together.” Never let it deo$aiurs!

An abounding love and care for our fellow-believers is such a blessing
to the lonely person!

» Their perseverancép@atience) in persecution (4). They were
steadfast in theittribulations’ (‘afflictions’) and their faith remained
firm. Paul was able to encourage other churches by pointing them to the
example of the Thessalonians.

Paul had prayed that he would be able to visit thepettect what was
lackingin their faith and that the Lord would make therorease and
abound in loveo each other (1 Thessalonians 3:10-12). God had
answered these prayers without the necessity of a visit from(®4a

The Lord does not always answer our prayers in the precise way
that we may expect, but he is wise and good in all his ways. Liet
praise his name.

31



2 THESSALONIANS

Paul wrote his second letter to the Thessalonians soon ladtérgt.

They had not resolved their problems concerning the return of Christ.
Some of them had understood the teaching that Qkdald return
suddenly (1 Thessalonians 5:2—3) to mean that he was to coke bac
immediately. They had given up work and had beconile i
busybodies, living on the generosity of others (3:6, 11-12). Paul urged
the Thessalonians to stand fast and to hold the traditions (2:15) taught
them by word and letter (there is nothing wrong with tradition firmly
based upon God’s Word). He pointed out that ceréa@nts must
precede the second coming of Christ (2:1-12) and he exhorted them to
deal with those who were disorderly (3:6—15).

Outline of 2 Thessalonians

1. Opening greetings - 1:1-2

2. Thanksgiving and encouragement - 1:3-12

3. Events preceding the Day of the Lord - 2:1-12

4. Thanksgiving, prayer and encouragement — 2:13to 3:5
5. Discipline and work - 3:6-15

6. Closing greetings and prayer - 3:16-18

Recommended commentaries on 1 & 2 Thessalonians

Readers of these notes will be aware that | often quote frofi@wWil
Hendriksen, whose New Testament commentaries | find most helpful.

If my notes whet your appetite for further study &n& 2

Thessalonians, do purchase and read Phil Arthwfementary
(PATIENCE OF HOPE — 1 AND 2 THESSALONIANS SIMPLY EXRINED.

— Published by Evangelical Press, Welwyn Commengsesies). |
have found Phil’s work helpful and very practical.

The Bible readings are repeated on some days in order to cover more
of the teaching of the passage.
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3 JANUARY Ecclesiastes 1:12-18

Vanity and grasping for the wind

John Currid observes, ‘This section (1:12 to 3:13) is autobiographical.
The Preacher tells us of his own quest to find ansteetBe eternal
guestions: what is life and what advantage is themman? ... The
king’s quest is quite admirable. Many humans neyiee a second
thought to the eternal questions, and they certainly do not go on to a
fervent search to find answers. Mankind busies itself withléstifg
things of the earth rather than giving consideration to the deep matters
of existence’ ECCLESIASTES, page 27 and 28).

The Preacher admits that his search to answer eternal quéstions
wisdom and knowledge &grievous taskl3) oran unhappy business
(ESV). These questions can only be answered from the Word of God
and not from the philosophical research. He looked at the world around
him with its quest for answers and satisfaction and he conclialed,

is vanity and grasping for the win¢l4).

Two facts are brought to our attention in verse 15. We cannot straighte
the crookedness that is in human nature or make up what is lacking in
our fallen world. Someone observed, ‘Nothing but the cross of Christ
makes other crosses straight’ (quoted by Charlesldsrs,
(COMMENTARY ON ECCLESIASTESpage 22).

Solomon was king in Jerusalem, the holy city and he was famous for
his great wisdom and knowledge. He sought alsontdeustand
madness and folly but he again found timamuch wisdom is much
grief and he who increases knowledge increasesogofi8). It is
vanity and grasping for the wind17). There can be no lasting
satisfaction without the knowledge of God or enjoyment of peace
without him.

Knowledge of all terrestrial things
Ne'er to my soul true pleasure brings;
No peace, but in the Son of God;
No joy, but through his pardoning blood.
(Richard Burnham)



4 JANUARY Ecclesiastes 2:1-11

There was no profit under the sun

In his quest to find satisfaction Solomon had built beautiful houses, and
gardens and had immense wealth and possessions. Notice thélwords
made myself{verses 4, 5, 6 and 8). Where can we find lasting
satisfaction? Fun, laughter and wine (1-3), building finases and
beautiful gardens with pools and orchards (4—6yuatng many
servants, having great herds and flocks (7) cannot satisfy our greates
need, which is spiritual. We may hoard great treaswand be
entertained by the finest singers and musiciansthmse will not
satisfy the deepest yearning of the heart. He wflfésatever my eyes
desired | did not keep from them. | did not withhold from my heatrt ...
Then | looked on all the works that my hands hadedand on the
labour in which I had toiled And indeed all wamity and grasping for

the wind. There was no profit under the $iih). The answer to the first
question of the Westminster Shorter Catechism tells us wemasle

‘to glorify God, and to enjoy him for everLife without God can
prove to be very frustrating.

Christina Onassis inherited such great wealth from her fatiistofle,

that she could afford to indulge herself with the greatest extravagance,
and she did! She was, however, desperately unhappy throughout he
life. She had four failed marriages and though ohéhe richest
women in the world she was miserable. Tragic Cimastvas found
dead in a hotel bedroom in Argentina in 1988. She was just 37 years
old. One obituary described her as ‘spectacularly unhappy.’

People throughout Europe spend millions of pounds and euros every
week seeking a large lottery win in the belief thealth will bring

them lasting satisfaction. That is a delusion! Ligdike a vapour
(‘hebel’) and all these things soon vanish (cp. euk2:15).
Materialism can never satisfy the soul!

Fading is the worldling’s pleasure,
All his boasted pomp and show;
Solid joys and lasting treasure

None but Zion’s children know. (John Newton)
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25 JANUARY Eccles iastes 12:1-14

Remember now your Creator

We must remember God now. The book of Ecclesiastes shows that it is
folly to forget God. The sooner we follow Christ and lared obey
God, the betteRemember now your Creator in the days of your youth,
before the difficult days con{&). The difficult days of old age are
vividly described in picture language (2—7). RememBod while
your mind is clear and receptive to lighthile the sun and the light,
the moon and the stars, are not darkené&emember God before you
have weak arms and trembling hantise(keepers of the houyse
Remember God before your ledbg strong menbecome weak and
before your teethtife grinder$ drop out. Remember God before your
eyes windowg grow dim, and before your earddorg shut with
deafness. Remember God before the restless nights come, before t
fear ofterrors in the waycome upon you. Remember God before you
return to your eternal home when your boiie (dusy will return to the
earth and your soul meets God (7).

One of the heartaches of preaching regularly in an old people’s home
is to encounter those who have been hardened ng yddiving
without God. They are on the brink of eternity bioeir minds are
closed to, or unable to take in the message of the gospel. Rememb
God now, before it is too late, or you will not be prepared for the day
of judgement (14; cp. 11:9). How should we remember our Cfeator
Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the wholeotluty
man (13). Remember now your Creator ... before the difficultyda
come.For what is your life? It is even a vapour that appears for a little
time and then vanishes aw@lames 4:14).

When as a child | laughed and wept, Time crept.
When as a youth | waxed more bold, Time rolled.
When | became a full-grown man, Time ran.
When older still | daily grew, Time flew.
Soon | shall find in passing on, Time gone.
Will Christ have saved my soul by then? Amen.
(Verse on the old clock in Chester Cathedral)
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24 JANUARY E cclesiastes 11:1-10

Cast your bread upon the waters

Derek Kidner divides the last two chapters of Ecclesiastesruhdse
headings: Be bold (11:1-6); Be Joyful (11:7-10); Be godly (12:1-8);
Conclusion (12:9-14).

Cast your bread upon the waters, for you will find it after many days
(1). John Currid refers to a practice in ancienyfEgvhere farmers
scattered seed on top of the Nile River when it was in itstlatage of
inundation.When the water receded, the seed wbaeldeeply
deposited in the rich soil on the banks of the river. In due timeutd
germinate and produce a rich hary€MMENTARY, page 135).

The same principle applies to the work of God. We must not give up
because of disappointment or the seeming lack of success in our work
for God. We must cast othread upon the watersOur work depends

on God and not on chance for its success and we know that his wise
purposes can never be thwarted. There are no abealitions for
God’s work; if we wait until things improve, we will never do anything
for the Lord and we will never reap a harvest (4). We must nptibe

off by the difficulties we face, but rather trust God. Let us be
determined to sow the seed of God'’s precious Word by our witness and
in the distribution of copies of it and of its message.d&/aot know
which will prosper(6), but God does.

We must also be bold and give generously to those in need, especially
to Christians in need (2; cp. Galatians 6:9-10). We must work dor th
Lord and do good now because a time widime when we will be
unable to do so (7-10).

If you are young, make the best use of your youth and energy and enjoy
yourself. Remember, however, that your pleasuresilshnever be
found in sinful pursuits because you will have to give amatto

God on the day of judgement for the ways you haws your best
years (9—-10)What is the secret of a happy Christian life, for young

and old alike? It is to put God first and to serve him as our Lord.
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5 JANUARY Ecclesiastes 2:12-26

God gives wisdom and knowledge and joy

In his quest for meaning, the Preacher concludes that wisdom is to be
preferred to folly but he finds that the harsh $aof life are very
depressing — the wise man is not kept from dying any more fiean t
fool; death reduces them to the same level (13-17). In his fiasthet

says, Therefore | hated life ... for all is vanity and grasping foet
wind’ (17).

The Preacher then thinks about work from the standpoint of a godless
man and he exclaim&Then | hated all my labour(18). A man may
accumulate wealth by hard toil but he cannot take tit Wwim. Who
knows whether he may leave all to a son who is lazy and foolih or
someone who has not had to work to inherit his wealth (18-21)? This
drove him to despair (20). There is no satisfactionest in being a
workaholic (22—-23). Derek Kidner writes that death ‘robs every man of
his dignity and every project of its poinf& fIME TO MOURN, AND A

TIME TO DANCE, page 34). The French philosopher Voltaire said. ‘I
hate life, yet | am afraid to die’ (quoted by John Currid, page 39).

Life without God isvanity and grasping for the win@6). Hegives
wisdom, and knowledge and joy to a man who is good in his(gight
‘who pleases him’— ESV). Kidner points out that the real issue for the
Preacher ‘was not between work and rest but, had he known it, between
meaningless and meaningful activiy{IME TO MOURN, AND A TIME

TO DANCE, page 35). How different things are for the person seeking
to please God! The Christian does take the fruit of his work beyond the
grave.Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord ... their works follow
them(Revelation 14:13). The Lord Jesus will give prissleeternal
rewards for faithful service (cp. Matthew 25:20-24+40;

1 Corinthians 3:12-14). Christian work is meaningful (1 Corinthians
15:58)! Are you serving God with your time, your abilities, your
money? Are you laying up treasure in heaven (Matthew 6:20)?

How blest is life if lived for thee, my loving Saviour and my Lord;
No pleasures that the world can give Such perfect gladness can afford.
(Anonymous, Prusts’ Supplementary Hymn Book, 1869)
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6 JANUARY Ecclesiastes 3:1-15

He has put eternity in their hearts

The word‘time’ appears again and again in our reading today. An apt
titte would be, ‘Time and Eternity’. Some of the verses in this pggssa
are the best known in Ecclesiastes. They are found in folk songs though
most people do not realise the origin or signifoamf the words.
There are fourteen couplets in verses 2 to 8 beginning‘avttme to

be born, and a time to dieThe contrasting situations that come upon
us between life and death are described in the couplets that follow.

We are aware of the change that the passing of time brings lives —
weeping or laughter, mourning or dancing, gaining or losing,onar
peace, etc. (1-8). We have no control over the past and we cannot put
back the clock to undo those things that we redmhg. Time’s
changes can bring a sense of helplessness, frustration and anger. There
iSs more to man’s existence than this life and the Preachenders

that Godhas put eternity in their hear{d1). We will have to give an
account to God of what we have done (15; cp. Romans 14:10-12).

The Preacher directs our thoughts to God who is sovereign, and whose
purposes cannot be thwarted or frustra®@tatever God does, it shall

be forever. This should cause usfar before hin{14). The Christian

has a totally different perspective on life fronetanbeliever. He
knows that Godhas made everything beautiful in its tiié¢) and that

the almighty, sovereign God is working all thinggdther for good
(Romans 8:28)Here is life with purpose and with meaning. Let us

be glad and rejoice in the Lord.

Sovereign Ruler of the skies,
Ever gracious, ever wise;

All my times are in thy hand,
All events at they command.

He that formed me in the womb,
He shall guide me to the tomb;
All my times shall ever be

Ordered by his wise decree. (John Ryland)
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23 JANUARY Ecclesia stes 10:11-20

The words of a wise man’s mouth are gracious

We can easily recognise a fool by the way he speaksl@)3He is
unable to control his tongue, he does not thinlotebpening his
mouth. No man can tame the tongités an unruly evil, full of deadly
poison(James 3:8). Though we may loathe the filthy talk of the wicked
we can be careless and thoughtless in the things we say. Mangla chur
has been torn apart, many a fellowship has been destroyed by unruly
tongues. Satan is always ready to use ‘fools’ in the church. The Lord
Jesus said thator every idle word men may speak, they will give
account of it in the day of judgeme(WMatthew 12:36). Let us always
pause to think before we open our mouths (James 1:19).

People rightly judge us by our speech. Those who heard the Lord Jesus
in the synagogue at Nazardtbre witness to him, and marvelled at the
gracious words which proceeded out of his mqutke 4:22).The

Lord has saved us by grace and he expects us to be gracious in our
speechlet your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that
you may know how you ought to answer each(Goéossians 4:6). An
encouraging word to a battle-weary Christian, tmeone going
through a time of distress, or struggling in severe trial is vegiqus.

Let us be wise, fathe words of a wise man’s mouth are graci¢l®).

Take my lips, and let them be
Filled with messages from thee. (Frances R. Havergal)

The Preacher now turns our minds to the government of a nation. The
country which is ruled by fools is heading for disaster (5—-7) and so is
the land whose ruler is immature, inept and lazy. Rulers who indulge
in feasting and drunkenness will ruin their counttg—17).Money
answers everythings far as the ungodly are concerned but money
cannot buy forgiveness of sins, peace with God or eternalligelove

of money is a root of all kinds of eyil Timothy 6:9-10) and it has
ruined many professing Christians. Laziness isBatause of laziness

the building decaygl8). The chapter ends with another warning to be
careful concerning what we say about others (20).
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22 JANUARY Ecclesias tes 10:1-10

He who digs a pit will fall into it

Wisdom is better than weapons of war18) and chapter 10 of

Ecclesiastes has a number of contrasts between a wise man and a fool.

The fool is one who says in his hedfthere is no God.He rebels
against God’s commandments (Psalm 14:1). The putrid odour coming
from dead flies ruins an expensive perfume in which it is trégpoel

a little folly can ruin a wise man (1). If the perfumer had narbe
careless he would have made sure that he had sealed the cantainer
which he had put his perfume. Juaslittle folly, a little carelessness
spoils the life of many a Christian. Satan waits to take adgeambthe
unguarded moment. A word spoken in haste, a rude remark, an outburst
of temper, an irritating habit, spoil the fragrance of a Qikeslife. We

are right to avoid gross sins but let us be sure to pay attention & thos
‘small things’ which harm our souls.

You may be puzzled by the statement in ver¥ Rise man’s heart is

at his right hand, but a fool's heart is at his lefti Bible times the

right hand was considered to be good and the left hand bad (the word
‘sinister’ comes from the Latin word for ‘left hand’). The fool in€els

to evil rather than good. On the day of judgement our lolicset the
sheep on his right hand, but the goats on thg(Méttthew 25:33).

A fool is easily recognised; he is incapable of hiding his folly (Bg T
wise man is discreet in his behaviour (4); he tisittkrough the
consequences of his words and actions wherea®thespeaks and
acts without thinking. Woe betide the nation whégels rule and
where those with wisdom are downtrodden (5-7).

The need to think before we act is again stressed in vetée 8ho
digs a pit will fall into it. Wicked Haman died on his own gallows
(Esther 7:10)Whatever a man sows, that he will also ré&alatians
6:7). The greatest folly is to sow to the flesh (Galatians &18).man
whom God called dool’ worked hard to provide for his body but he
neglected his soul (Luke 12:19—-2Have you got your priorities
right?
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7 JANUARY Eccles iastes 3:16-22

God shall judge the righteous and the wicked

The truth of the absolute sovereignty of God raises many questions and
some are dealt with in these verses:

* If God is sovereign why does he allow injustice to flourish? We
expect that the law courts will uphold justice and righteousrids.
Preacher found howevehat wickedness was there; in the place of
righteousness, iniquity was the¢&6). For all man’s advances in
science and learning, the world has not improvedhas rather
become the worse. Man is now more sophisticated in his cruelty and
wickedness. The fact of wickedness and the oppression of the weak can
be very depressing indeed. Many ask in despair, ‘Whatever is the world
coming to?’

Christians are persecuted and often suffer more than the ungodly. Why
does God allow this? God answers this: he will put mattersoigtite

day of judgmentGodshall judge the righteous and the wickeztse

(17). The Bible declaredt is appointed for men to die once, but after
this the judgmen(Hebrews 9:27). The Lord will not allow the wicked
person to escape justice. John Currid comments: ‘Truly, wetoeses
things with the eyes of eternity and not with eyes that are focussed on
fleeting things. Thomas Watson rightly said, "Eternity to the godly is a
day that has no sunset; eternity to the wicked nggat that has no
sunrise” ' COMMENTARY ON ECCLESIASTESpage 63)

* On the face of things it would appear that men are like berdts a
are different from animals in death. Both die and their bodies go to the
same place; thegll return to dust(18-21). Many people believe this
and they see life as meaningless and without purpose. Men and women
are different, however. Gduhs put eternity in their hear{d1); death

is the end for an animal, but not for a mdfe rejoice in God who is
sovereign and wise in his dealings with us. He loves us araderly
watches over usWe know that all things together for good to those
who love God, to those who are the called according to inipgse
(Romans 8:28).
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8 JANUARY Ecclesiastes 4;: 1-7

Better is a handful with quietness than both hands full

Chapter 4 opens by reminding usalf the oppression that is done
under the surfon earth). If we have just an ounce of compassion, we
cannot help but be movda) the tears of the oppressasd they are
without a comforter. The oppressors have the power and it appatrs t

it is better to be dead than alive, or better still, never to have been born
(2-3). The person who does not believe in God, who sees us as helpless
victims of fate, will logically be driven to such a conclusion. When the
bad times come, bringing heartache, trouble and loss, is it any wonder
that he may see life as being futil€Rank God that we have a
wonderful message for our sad worldThe Lord Jesus has died and

he rose from the dead to save sinners, to give a glorious futuide to al
who will repent of their sin and trust in him. Wk for new heavens

and a new earth in which righteousness dw@lIPeter 3:13).

The Preacher considers the skilled worker who hasaetlia good
standard of living through his toil but is envied by those around him.
Those who are driven by envy will never be satwfiehis also is
vanity and grasping for the win@d). Christians are not immune from
being envious of others and this sin has torn apart many churches (cp.
1 Corinthians 3:3—4; 2 Corinthians 12:20; James$R:Dthers,
disgusted with ‘the rat-race’ drop out of the world of work to e dif
laziness which leads to poverfihe fool folds his hands and consumes
his own flesi{5). He feeds off himself and is impoverished.

Many a Christian has dropped out of the life, work and witness of the
local church to become spiritually impoverishétristian, do not
become a spiritual drop-out!Better is a handful with quietness than
both hands full, together with toil and grasping for the wi@d Stuart
Olyott points out, ‘It is better to have modestreags and a restful
mind than to make large gains, with their accompangimgjety’ (A

LIFE WORTH LIVING AND A LORD WORTH LOVING, page 34) Let us
learn to be content and get on with our work anthesds because
godliness with contentment is great géinTimothy 6:6-8).
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21 JANUARY E cclesiastes 9:13-18

Yet no one remembered that same poor man

These verses show the value of wisdom. We should listen teoticls

of the wise, spoken quiethgther than the shouting or ranting of a fool
(17). The statementWisdom is better than weapons of w§t'8)
follows the story of a little city which had few men to defendhien

it was besieged by a powerful king who with his army surrounded the
city. It seemed that there was little prospect of avertingsthisg14).
There was in that citpg poor wise manvho with a masterstroke of
brilliant strategy or diplomacy saved the city. Wisdonbester than
might and this has often been proved in militargtary. Let us
remember that wisdom begins with the fear of thedL{d@roverbs
9:10).

What was the poor man’s reward? He was forgottehdaspised
(15-16).Yet no one remembered that same poor ridémen Britain

was in real danger of defeat by the Hitler and his Nazis inetensl
world war, national days of prayer were called a&dd was
acknowledged. Following the war, God was forgotten and the message
of the gospel became despised and things are now far worse in the 21st
century. May God have mercy on us!

There is another challenge in the story of the poor wise man who no
one remembered. Ingratitude is sin (2 Timothy 3:2). Do you take the
kindness of others for granted without expressing word of
appreciation? We must be thankful people if wetarBonour God
(Philippians 4:6; Colossians 4:2).

God in his great wisdom gave his beloved Son to die for sinners. But
for his grace we would be lost and without hope. What glorious love
that the Lord Jesus should be willing to suffer shame, sorrow, agony,
torture and death to save us from our siBg! you show your
gratitude to him by joyful obedience to his will, and love forhim

and his people?
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20 JANUARY Ecclesiastes 9:10-12

Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might

Whatever we do, we must do walfhatever your hand finds to do, do

it with your might(10). The Christian must aim to be the best and most
conscientious worker in the factory, office, cokkegr school where
God has placed him. In his letter to the Colossians, Paul hasddar
slaves:Whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men,
knowing that from the Lord you will receive the @d of the
inheritance; for you serve the Lord Chri&:23—-24). We dishonour
God if we are half-hearted in our work.

We must be diligent in our work because we will surely die and go to
the grave. It will then be too late to do the things that wereifefone.
(10b). Let us persevere in prayer and be diligent in ouk iar the
Lord! Christian service demands excellence. Only the best is good
enough for God! Are you giving God your best?

| would not with swift-wingéd zeall
On the world’s errands go,

And labour up the heavenly hill
With weary feet and slow.

O not for thee my weak desires,
My poorer, baser part!
O not for thee my fading fires,

The ashes of my heart! (Thomas Hornblower Gill)

Time and chancenake life very uncertain (11). Agility, strength,
wisdom, understanding and skill are desirable thittqgpossess but
they cannot save us from the ravages of time and chance (11). Death
may come suddenly and unexpectedly so that we are as helpless as fish
in the sea of life; some are snatched away by a cruel net ethies
are left (12). Let us be thankful that we can $&y,times are in your
hand(Psalm 31:15).

My times are in thy hand:

My God, | wish them there;

My life, my friends, my soul | leave

Entirely to thy care (Henry F. Lyte)
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9 JANUARY Ecclesiastes 4:8—-16

There is one alone, without companion

Verses 8 to 12 describe the problem of lonelinglsis; is a huge
problem today, especially among the eldefliiere is one alone,
without companiorn(8). Verses 9 to 12 describe the value of a
companion. The first thing that God saw that wasguand after he
created the universe was Adam’s loneliness. He 4&id, not good
that man should be alon€Genesis 2:18). Though Adam had priceless
fellowship and friendship with God, he needed a human companion.
Facebook friends are no substitute for friends wiilbvisit us and
invite us into their homes. Some may be lonely lbnseathey are
self-centred and do not want to give as well as to take but mosy lonel
people are not like that.

Loneliness, especially among the elderly, is a hage troubling
problem. We have a precious Friend in the Lord Jesus who wilf neve
forsake us nor fail us but we may still be very lonely. Thereraney
lonely Christians who go home to empty houses ahd Vack
companionship. Those who are widowed feel an aching void over the
loss of their loved-one. There are single Chrigiamo long to be
married, and some Christians know the loneliness of persecution. We
must be sensitive to their needs. Our homes and obsisitould be
places of warm fellowship where the lonely persemliessed and
enriched.

Lord, speak to me, that | may speak

In living echoes of thy tone;
As thou hast sought, so let me seek

Thy erring children, lost and lone.
(Frances R. Havergal)
Popularity does not always last. A poor but wise youth may tteke
throne from an old and foolish king but his wisdom and worth are soon
forgotten after he has gone (13—18ever compromise your faith to
gain the popularity or applause of men. Aim always to please God,
he will never cast you off or forget you.
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10 JANUARY Ecclesiastes 5:1-7

When you go to the house of God

We sometimes give as little thought to our worship as picking on the
telephone. The verses that we have just read warn us that Wevei

are careless in our worship (6). Kidner comments, ‘This writar{get

is the well-meaning person who likes a good sing &urns up
cheerfully enough to church; but who listens with half an ear, and neve
quite gets round to what he has volunteered to do for God. Such a man
has forgotten where and who he is; above all, who God\isIME TO
MOURN, AND A TIME TO DANCE, pages 52-53).

We should be prudent when we go to the house of God (1). If we are
in the habit of being late for worship we are sinning. How oftenes th
football fan late for his beloved match? Pop-music lovers crowd into
the hall well before the concert begins. They put many of us to shame.
We should be in church at least five minutes betbeestart of the
service — not for a chat to those around us, butetquiet in the
presence of God before we begin our worship. Noisy ‘worship’ is not
an indication of spiritual worship but is ofté#he sacrifice of fools’ (1).

Let us always worship with Samuel’s attitutdgpeak, IORD, for your
servant hears{1 Samuel 3:9). This leads us to our next point:

We must watch our mouths (2—7). We worship the almighty and holy
God who is in heaven (2). The Lord Jesus warns us against using vain
repetitions (Matthew 6:7). We must think carefully about the pgaye
we pray and the words we sing. Do we know the meaning of the words
we sing? Do we mean what we sing? It is possibleefpeat
thoughtlessly solemn vows to God in the words of our hymns. If we are
rash with our mouths when we worship God, we sin when we do not
keep the promises we make to him (4-6). We must &kstch our
thoughts dreams’, 3,7). It is so easy to drift into day-dreaming in the
house of GodWe must give our minds to the worship of God.
Careless worship is'vanity’ (7); it is meaningless. We need a
healthy reverence {fear’) for the Lord. This will make all the
difference in our worship. How do you worship God?
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19 JANUARY Ecclesiastes 9:1-9

The righteous and all their works are in the hand of God

The righteous and all their works are in the haridGmd (1). John
Currid comments that ‘the only real, substantive solution to the eternal
guestions of life is the sovereignty of God. ... It is clear thatiibeer

to the meaning of life is not within mankind himself. Man i$ tih@
centre of reality and meaning. Only God sits enttemt over the
universe.. Our knowledge is severely limited. We do not kndat
awaits us in the future. ... For the unbeliever, not knowing wiiat
come tomorrow can easily cause despair, but fob#leever it is
comforting that all things are in the hands of the providence of God’
(COMMENTARY, page 113).

The Preacher now faces the difficulty that in the outworking of God'’s
providence there appears to be little difference between theaight
and the wicked. One event happens to both; we all die (2-3).The fact
of death must not drive us to despair; there is hope for the living).(

How should we react to these solemn facts? We should enjoy life whi
we have it (7-10) for life is better than death (4). We shoatded
drink with thanksgiving to God (7). We do have trials and difficulties
but we also have many things for which to thank God. We have been
saved and have peace with God through the Lord Jesus Christ, God is
our heavenly Father, the Lord Jesus is our deéresid, the Holy
Spirit is our great Helper. God is with us and for us. What roaneve
want? The Christian is to be serious in his thinking, but he should not
be miserableGod gives us richly all things to enj¢¥ Timothy 6:17).
Verse 8 describes the external symbols of our inwardsRjejpice in

the Lord always. Again | will say, rejoic@Philippians 4:4)

We should live joyfully with our marriage partner (9). The widespread
breakdown of marriage has brought much misery, insecurity and social
problems to society around us. Christians are nohune from
unhappiness in marriagket those of us who are married be
determined to work at our marriages so that our hones will be
places of joy, laughter and love, where the peace of God is estd.
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18 JANUARY Ecclesiastes 8:9-17

It will be well with those who fear God

We saw yesterday that we are to respect civil authoritiehdwuabout
tyrants who rule over others to their own hurt (9)? Such peoale m
hurt those they oppress but they also store upgodnt against
themselves. They may have been frequent visitothemlace of
holinesshaving an outward show of religiofhey die, are buried and
forgotten in the city which has witnessed their crimes (10). Thieedic

are often complacent in their sin because God does nathptirem
immediately (11). They may commit a hundred evil deeds and enjoy a
long life, but they are not better off than the yod he days of a
wicked person will pass like a shadow and he is unable to extend them.
But it will not be well with the wicked ... becaus® does not fear
before God(12—-13). We must remember these truths when justice is
not upheld, when the righteous person gets what the wicked deserve,
and the wicked have what should be the portion of the righteous (14).

If we consider the injustices of life from the vipwint of the
unbeliever, we will conclude that life on earth is futile and va#).(
This was the view of the French writer, Albert Canwho died in
1960. His philosophy of the absurd is the logical outcome of any belief
system that excludes the eternal, almighty God wreated heaven
and earth. Life without God has no meaning. The ¢hilyg for the
ungodly person is to enjoy himself while he is able, to eat, drink, and
be merry (15).

How wonderful it is to be a Christian; what a different outlook we
have on life! We must never be envious of the wicked; it is folly. Let
us remembethat it will be well with those who fear God ... but it will
not be well with the wicked2—-13).

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way,
And sorrows like sea billows roll;
Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say,
It is well, it is well with my soul.
(Horatio G. Spafford)
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11 JANUARY Ecclesiastes 5:8-20

God keeps him busy with the joy of his heart

Stuart Olyott divides verses 8 to 16 under three headings (page 38—39):

* No justice (8-9). We live in a fallen, sinful world and we should
not be surprised when we see men exploiting their fellow men in order
to preserve their own status and to feed their own gtegou see the
oppression of the poor, and the violent perversidfjustice and
righteousness in a province, do not marvel at the méerGod has
given the profit of the land (its crops, minerals and natural resgjurce
for the benefit of all right up to the king (9) but all do not benefthe
same degree. Those on the higher rungs of the ladderciaty use
those beneath them to their own advantéfygh official watches over
high official, and higher officials are over thg@).

* No satisfaction (10-12). We are warned against the love of money
We will never be satisfied if we love silver and seir hearts on
increasing our possessions (10). An increase imdgdmings an
increase in liabilities as well as sleepless nidittsught on by the
worries that wealth can bring.

* No permanence (15-17). Wealth does not bring lasting security. A
man may acquire a fortune and lose it all through a business tiansact
that goes wrong so that he has nothing to pass on to his son and heir
(13-14). It is foolish to live for material things (15-16)! We know that
we cannot take our possessions with us when we die.

What is the answer to restlessness and discontent? We shouwsd alwa
remember the sovereignty of God in our lives. He gives us our food and
drink to enjoy; to some he gives riches and wealth (18-19). Let us be
thankful and honour him with our possessions (19; cp. Proverbs 3:9).
When a man follows these principles, he is conterftod keeps him
busy with the joy of his heaf20).

Father, | wait thy daily will;

Thou shalt divide my portion still;

Grant me on earth what seems thee best,

Till death and heaven reveal the rest. (Isaac Watts)

15



12 JANUARY Ecclesiastes 6:1-12

But his soul is not satisfied

The Preacher again looks at life from the standpoint of the person who
does not know God. | have borrowed the headings below from Stuart
Olyott's commentary on Ecclesiast@sL{FE WORTH LIVING AND A

LORD WORTH LOVING, pages 44-46). He points out that there are three
things which are a waste of time:

» Hoping wealth will last (1-2). A man may possess all the wealth
that he desires, but it can be snatched from him by calamity or death.
If he has no heir, a stranger inherits everything. What a wasiaef t

to build up a fortune and not to enjoy its benefits! We should remember
that it is God who gives riches, wealth and honour and ehepto
enjoy them (2; cp. 5:19).

* Hoping wealth will satisfy (3-9). We are now presented with the
opposite position to the man who has no heir. A rmaay live long
enough to father a hundred children but be unable to enjoy life. He may
die unlamented (the meaning behind the expredsehas no burial’

cp. Jeremiah 22:18-19). He is then worse than a stillborn child (3-5).
A man maylive a thousand years twice ovent if he does not know
how to enjoy his prosperity, his life is futile (&)Me will never find
lasting happiness in money and possessions. Ntteexpression

‘But his soul is not satisfied’3,7). Many Christians have known great
poverty or have denied themselves material things in their sdorice
the Lord but how blessed they have been! Jesus said to the persecuted
church at Smyrna] know your ... poverty (but you are rich¥
Revelation 2:9

* Hoping things will change (10-12). Some things do nohghka
and death remains man’s greatest enemy which he cameatome
(10). In this uncertain world the unbeliever hasnpnananswered
guestions (11-12)The message that Ecclesiastes drives home is
that our deepest needs are spiritualWorldly wealth, honour and
pleasures fail to meet these needs. There is a betteGodiness with
contentment is great gafi Timothy 6:6).
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17 JANUARY Ec clesiastes 8:1-8

No one has power in the day of death

This chapter begins with a rhetorical question: Wk like a wise
man?’ Wisdom is more than knowledge alone. The wisekmaws the
interpretation of a thingHe is able to use his knowledge to guide
himself or others into making correct decisions. (EgChronicles
12:32). John Currid comments, ‘Thus Solomon hasadisred one
practical truth: wisdom is better than folly. It make 'srface shine.
The face is no longer hardened in despair and ndistgtanding’
(COMMENTARY, page 106)

Wisdom teaches us that we should obey kings oretihmsuthority
whom God, in his providence, has chosen to ruleraxe(2).
Those who have taken an oath of allegiance to #ieg must not
break it (2). We must be especially discreet in our behaviour and not
take astand for an evil thing3-4). We do not live under a monarchy
like that of which these verses speak but there is a vital pienicere

for all Christians; we are to be law-abiding citizens. Chnstieannot

be anarchists (Romans 13:1-7). We must always remember, however,
that our first allegiance is to God and that we must not obey haws t
are contrary to God’s WordWe ought to obey God rather than men’
(Acts 5:27-29).

Man knows misery because he does not know what the future holds for
him (6—7). A desire to know the future explains gopularity of
fortune-tellers and other occult practitioners. Himalish to rebel
against the teaching of Scripture and go to thesmple for advice
(Isaiah 8:19-22). We do know, however, that we all have to die, unless
we are alive when Christ returriéo one has power in the day of death
(8). We are powerless to keep our spirit from dépgrin that day.
Jesus in his work on the cross conquered Satan who had the power of
death (Hebrews 2:14Qur great Saviour has the keys of Hades and

of death (Revelation 1:18). He will carry us through death to glor.

Yea, though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear
no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they conmiart
(Psalm 23:4). Hallelujah!
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16 JANUARY Eccles iastes 7:23-29

God made man upright

You will recall that the man known in the Hebrew as ‘Qohelatithe
Preacher’ looks at life from the standpoint of someone who does not
know God. He often reveals his true self, however, when he points us
to God. His questo know wisdom and the reason of thingwvery
thorough (23-25). He wants to know why there is so much folly and
madness in the world. He discovers that there is no one so dangerous
as a wicked and lewd woman. Those who seek to pl&asl will
escape from her but not those who love to sin (26).

John Currid comments on verses 27-28: ‘We need to be careful with
Qoheleth’s statement here because of our sensitivities to geses is

in the 21st century. Solomon, however, is not making a sexist remark
by censure of the female gender. He is employing hyperbole ... Has he
found a righteous man? He answers, “one man amdhgusand |
found, but a woman among all these | have not found.” This expression
is like the modern “trying to find a needle in a haystack”. The context
of the passage is clear: there are none who an¢egs in and of
themselves’OMMENTARY, page 101).

Qoheleth statesTruly, this only | have found: that God made man
upright, but they have sought out many scher23.Psychologists
who do not know God fail to understand this most important and basic
truth about man. They refuse to accept that God is our Creatdngthat
made us upright (in his own image) and that we have fallen intd/sin.

are not evolving to perfection. The wickedness of the human heart is
obvious to all who have eyes to see. Better education and gettwfg rid
poverty does not deal with the problem of sin. Only the power of God
revealed in the gospel of Christ has the answer to our desperate need.

God made man uprightet us praise him that he did not leave us to our
own schemes, to perish in our sin. He sent hisveel&on into the
world to save sinners and to reconcile us to Gbe. gospel message
brings hope to the hopeless and shows those whoditife to be
‘vanity’ that they can have purpose and joy in living.

20

13 JANUARY Ecclesiastes 7:1-6

Sorrow is better than laughter

A question is asked in the last verse of chaptdfds:who knows what

is good for man in life ... 7and chapter 7 gives us the answer. Notice
the number of times that the wo'getter’ is used; it is the same
Hebrew word translatedood’ in chapter 6, verse 12A‘good name
(reputation)is better than precious ointmer(tl). The fragrance of a
godly Christian life is a great blessing to others. When such ati@hris
was born, no one knew what kind of person he would be. When he dies,
we can look back on all that he has done and praise God for such a life
He has gone to his eternal reward, to be with lesded Lord and
Saviour. Thalay of deaths better than the day of one’s birth (1). What

a change in attitude to the pessimism in chapter 4, verses 1 to 3!

Some of these verses may appear to be pessimistic but thgentreda
they convey is not. They show that difficult and sorrowful experiences
can be valuable. Thereastime to weep and a time to lau($4) but

we learn far more when we visit a house of mourning than at a party
We are reminded of the uncertainty of life and thiay bring us to
consider our standing with God (Horrow is better than laughtés).

The Lord Jesus is described‘adan of sorrows and acquainted with
grief’ (Isaiah 53:3)We learn more of Christ in the dark valley of
sorrow and suffering than we will ever learn on the mountai-top

of laughter. It is wonderful to know that the Lord uses ourtéit
circumstances for our own good and for his glory (Romans 8t28)
you want to grow in the Christian life, learn tlita better to listen to

the rebuke of the wise than ... the song of f(iBi§).

| walked a mile with Pleasure,
She chatted all the way;

But left me none the wiser
For all she had to say.

| walked a mile with Sorrow,

And ne’er a word said she,

But, oh, the things | learned from her

When Sorrow walked with me. (Robert Browning Hamilton)
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14 JANUARY Ecclesiastes 7:7-14

The patient in spirit is better than the proud in spirit

We face all kinds of pressures in life and we nresist yielding to
sinful practices. Those who oppress the poor ardiynare foolish
because they destroy their own reasoning. In some countries bribery
is a way of life, but it is sinful and it corrupts the heart {¥g must
never resort to oppression nor should we give or take bribes.

The patient in spirit is better than the proud in sp{B). The proud

man may have self-confidence, but the patient )samare able to
cope with the difficult experiences of lif®atient’ here means ‘slow’

in the sense of avoiding a hasty response to pressures that come upon
us. Stuart Olyott writes, ‘It is sensible to be cautious in ypeesh,
since it is only after you have spoken that you will be in a position to
work out what the full effect of your words has heg@). Do not,
therefore, be in a hurry to give expression to your anger, lest you end
up by saying something that you will regret. Onlyofs are
quick-tempered (9)A LIFE WORTH LIVING AND A LORD WORTH
LOVING, page 48.

Let us beware of nostalgia. If we spend our time dreaming of ‘the good
old days’ we are not wise (10). This is particularly true of thajses

who are elderly. We feel our limitations and look back to the days whe
our churches were flourishing. We sorely miss loved-ones and the grea
preachers who are now with the LoHdwe live in the past, we will

not cope with the presentNostalgia can drain us of spiritual energy
and expectation. Let us shine as lights in theasumding darkness!
Who knows what God may yet be pleased to do?

Wisdom is far more valuable than money (11-12;Rmpverbs
3:13-15). Our thoughts are again turned to the sovereignty oflGod.
the day of prosperity be joyful, but in the day ofeadity consider:
Surely God has appointed the one as well as therdi8-14). We
have already seen that we must accept the good times with joyisind tr
in God during hard timedde orders our lives and it is a great
comfort to know that he is in control of all our circumstances.
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15 JANUARY Eccles iastes 7:15-22

Do not be overly righteous

Life often appears to be very unfair. The wicked maysper while
those who are good suffer (see Psalm 73). We may lead a rightepus |
but that does not guarantee that we will live longer tharwibked.
There is a just man who perishes in his righteousness, and theere is
wicked man who prolongs his life in his wickedn@€sy. We may
reason that if the good die young, we should follow the advice of verses
16 and 17Do not be overly righteous, nor be overly wise ... Do not
be overly wicked, nor be foolish: why should you die before youP time
John Currid points out that the Hebrew verb in verse 16 is reflaxrigde
would be better rendered, ‘Do not be wise in youmoceyes.’
(Commentary, page 98). We must seek wisdom (19pbutare of
having a self-righteous attitude. Verse 16 and 17 are not a onitofis
spiritual zeal and holiness. The most importanhghior every
Christian is toseek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness
(Matthew 6:33). If we have no interest in beingyoke should
guestion whether we are saved (Hebrews 12:14; 1 John 2:3-6).

The attitude of some unbelievers is, ‘Don’t be too good nor too bad,’
but this is not based on the teaching of the Bible. Verse 18 points us to
the good way. Stuart Olyott comments, ‘So much for the advice of his
unconverted days! Now his tune has changed, and he invites us to get
hold of something, and to get hold of it properl84). Instead of
walking a tightrope of trying to avoid too much righteousness on one
side and too much wickedness on the other, give yourself to the fear of
God. The person who does this comes off best of18lb)’ A LIFE
WORTH LIVING AND A LORD WORTH LOVING, page 50. It is this
wisdom that strengthens us (19).

Even the godliest person is not immune from sinning (20lf. we are
painfully aware of our own failures, we will not have a judgemlent
attitude toward others. We will be criticised because we anpentect
and we should not take criticism to heart (21)thié criticism is
justified, we must put our own lives right, and apadegf we have
caused offence by careless talk or behaviour.
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