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Dear Friends,

The Covid-19 pandemic has shaken the whole wortiraast of us

have lost loved ones or friends. Though vaccinestegatments have
been developed, the consequences are seen alldausynvith the

economies of many countries lying in ruins. Ternfy weapons of
mass destruction have been developed on a scaée segn before.
The effects of climate change are causing havdt extremes of heat
and cold, violent storms and floods. The westerndvise immersed in

depravity and wickedness on an unprecedented ddaie.are we to

react to all that is happening around us? We sheuteember that God
is sovereign and that he is in control of all thésegs. We should also
long for the coming again of the Lord Jesus Christ.

When | was a teenager in the 1950's, there seembd & greater
expectation of the second coming of the Lord Jeaom®ng

evangelicals. Some Christians had these words hgngia picture
frame on the walls of their homes — PERHAPS TODAY?

Jesus told his disciples that before he returnetivél be false Christs
and false prophets (Matthew 24:5,11,23-24), wansours of wars,
earthquakes, famines, and persecution of God’slpesych as never
known before (Matthew 24:6-10). There have probddggn more
Christian martyrs during the past fifty years tharall the previous
history of the church.

No one knows when Christ will return but we do knthat everyone
throughout the world will see him come (Matthew:3® Revelation
1:7). The day of the Lord will come as ‘a thief in thghti(2 Peter
3:10). Jesus saidTherefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is
coming at an hour when you do not expect liMatthew 24:43—-44).
How are we to be ready? We must lead holy liveskisg always to
please the Lord. We are to remember that this waitld all its sinful
ways and vain pleasures will pass away (1 John-27ZpEveryone
who has this hop@he second coming of Jesushim purifies himself,
even as he is pur@ John 3:2-3).

May God bless you throughout this year. Do keepdfaiestion in your
mind — PERHAPS TODAY?

Alec Taylor



Lo! he comes with clouds descending,
Once for favoured sinners slain;
Thousand, thousand saints attending
Swell the triumph of his train.
Hallelujah!

God appears on earth to reign.

Every eye shall now behold him
Robed in dreadful majesty;

Those who set at naught and sold him,
Pierced, and nailed him to the tree,
Deeply wailing,

Shall the true Messiah see.

Every island, sea, and mountain,
Heaven and earth, shall flee away;
All who hate him must, confounded,
Hear the trump proclaim the day:
Come to judgment!

Come to judgment, come away!

Now Redemption, long expected,
See in solemn pomp appear!

All his saints, by man rejected,
Now shall meet him in the air.
Hallelujah!

See the day of God appear!

Yea, amen! let all adore thee,
High on thine eternal throne!
Saviour, take the power and glory;
Claim the kingdom for thine own.
O come quickly!
Hallelujah! come, Lord, come.
(John Cennick and Charles Wesley)



Key to notes

* All Scripture quotations are taken from the Newn&iJames
Version unless stated otherwise; they are primetlics.If you have
a different translation of the Bible, you will still be able to use these
notes.

* The number in brackets eg. (6) refers to the vatsaber in the
passage that we are reading; (23:16) refers uadther chapter and
verse in the book of the Bible from which we aradiag. When we
read from Matthew, this would be Matthew chaptenZ3se 16.

* Where verses from other books of the Bible araught to our
attention, the name of the book is also indicatethe brackets eg.
(Psalm 19:1).

*  Where | ask you to compare another verse of Soept prefix the
reference with cp. (eg. cp. Psalm 1:1). | prefex tibhthe more common
abbreviation cf. which relates to the obsolete woamfer’.

The word ‘Lord’ in the Old Testament
The Hebrew words translateldord’ are:

 ‘Adon’ which is used with reference to men (Gerse4R:33;
45:8-9), and with reference to God (Joshua 3:11RsxIm 8:1).

* ‘Adonai’ literally ‘my Lord’ (Exodus 4:10; Psalm8519).

* ‘Yahweh’ (‘Jehovah’), the sacred name for God, sidered by
many Jews as too sacred to utter. They regulagy t&donai’ in its
place.‘Yah' is a contracted form of ‘Yahweh’ (Isaiah 12:2; £6:The
word‘Alleluia’ or‘Hallelujah’ (Revelation 19:1-6) means ‘Praise Yah'.

Dale Ralph Davis writes with reference to Exodus 32,14: In light

of verse 12, God does not here stress his beiegistence so much as
his presence and “Yahweh” captures and summaiiegghought -he

is the God who will be present to be all that his gople need him to
be.“Yahweh” means the God who is present to helpYahiveh” is a
personal name, while “thedRD" is a title ... there’s a devotional warmth
in a personal name that a title can’t conveyHE WAY OF THE
RIGHTEOUS IN THE MUCK OF LIFE — PSALMS 1-1page 8).

NB. Our Bible translators have made it possibleufoto recognise when
‘Yahweh'’ is used in the Old Testament. ‘Yahwehpirinted ‘L ORD ,
whereas ‘Adon’ or ‘Adonai’ are printedord’.
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1 JANUARY Psalm 38

Inyou, O LORD, | hope; you will hear, O LORD my God

This penitential psalm repeats many of the thoufyhted in Psalm 6,
opening with the same words. David recognised lieatvas in dire
trouble because of his sin (3—8). He reminds uswmeaare foolish
when we sin (5). A true Christian can never be lyaphen sinning
against the Lord. He will identify with the wordsWilliam Cowper:

What peaceful hours | once enjoyed!
How sweet their memory still!

But they have left an aching void
The world can never fill.’

The Lord chastises us when we stray from him bechadoves us (1;
Hebrews 12:6). God’s chastisement may take difteiemms. We will
not feel his smile upon us and there is a losthefsense of his
presence with us (21). He may bring misery to ys8¢4.0) or cause
loved ones to desert us and bring enemies agasn@tlu12, 19). The
Lord may send physical illness and weakness (cpofinthians
11:30-32). God does all this to make us pondem@ys so that we
will repent.

It is a sad reflection of the evil days in which wéive that we often
sin and yet we hardly feel concernedVhen we sin, we must repent.
What is involved in repentance?

* Confession of sin (3,18). Confession involves maymur sins.
When did you last confess your sins to God? ThelM#biGod assures
us thatif we confess our sins, he is faithful and justaigive us our
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousr{gési¥hn 1:9).

»  Contrition (sorrow for sin). David saidlwill be in anguish over
my sin(18). When we sin, we grieve the Holy Spirit, amel should
have a godly sorrow which leads to repentance (h@aans 7:8-9).
The Lord will not turn us away if our repentancedal. We know that
he is gracious and we can sd&gr in you, O LORD, | hope; you will
hear, O Lord my God’15).



2 JANUARY Psalm 39

| will guard my ways, lest | sin with my tongue

There are occasions when we are puzzled by thed dedlings with
us and at such times we must choose our wordsutrelVe must
watch our conversation at all times especially winethe company of
the wicked (1). David resolved to discipline laague and saidl, will
guard my ways, lest | sin with my tong(®). If you have allowed your
tongue to cause you to sin, repent of it now. Tihelarity in thought
between verse 2 and verses 13 to 14 of Psalm 38ndaate a link
between them.

We must not suppress our feelings when passingighra period of
trial or disappointment. As David was musing (matilitg) he burned
within himself (3). He could no longer hold his gue and he poured
out his heart to the Lord. He prayddpRD, make me to know my end,
and what is the measure of my days, that | may Kmw/frail | am’
(4). He reminds himself thaman at his best state is but vapour’
(5,11). It is sobering to observe the swift passing of timé{ow easy

it is to allow ourselves to be taken up with thegiag things of this
world, rather than seeking first the kingdom of Gaxd his
righteousness (Matthew 6:33).

Then teach me Lord, to know mine end,
And know that | am frail;
To heaven let all my thoughts ascend,

And let not earth prevail. (C.H. Spurgeon)

David recognised that God was chastising him ferdm (8-11). He
was mute in the presence of the ungodly, but nfore&od. He hoped
in God (7; cp. Psalm 38:15) and this encouraged toimpray for
deliverance from his transgressions. and from Gol&stising hand.
He called on God to hear his prayer and to rembeechastisement
that he might regain strength (11-13).

The word'Selah’ (5,11) is mentioned 71 times in the Book of Psalitisignifies
a pause. The musicians paused and the worshigdpergsaused to meditate on the
words that they were singing. Do you stop to thabkut the words of the psalms

and hymns that you sing?



3 JANUARY Psalm 40

| delight to do your will, O my God

The Book of Hebrews (10:5—7) shows that verses&dabthis psalm
refer to Christ. The Greek version (LXX) of the Oldstament
translates;My ears you have opened6) as'a body you have
prepared for me.This is the rendering used in Hebrews 10:5. Ged th
Father prepared a body for the Lord Jesus who wasdf the virgin
Mary. He came to earth as a man, and as a man beeréectly
obedient to the will of God the Father. He suffeire@ most horrible
pit of pain and woe to save us (2). Jesus camartb leeing found in
appearance as a man, he humbled himself, and bechetkent to the
point of death, even the death of the cr¢Bilippians 2:6-8). The
Lord Jesus said, delight to do your will, O my God8). He once said
to his disciples:My food is to do the will of him who sent me, aod
finish his work’(John 4:34). The words of verse 9 are similahtisé
in Psalm 22:22,25 which are spoken by the Lordsl@dabrews 2:12)

The believer’s experience is also reflected inpisizsim. We cried to the
Lord from the pit and the mire of sin, and he deled us and set our
feet upon the Rock, the Lord Jesus Christ (1#2your faith being
tried? Wait patiently for the Lord. He will hear you and deliver you,
and he will put a new song of praise in your moutl{1-3).Blessed

is the man who makes th®RD his trust, and does not respect the
proud, nor such as turn aside to ligh. We rejoice in the Lord for his
wonderful works and for his thoughts which are toigaus (5, 17).

Praise and obedience go hand in hand. If we lowev@will delight
to obey him (6—8) though we recognise that our bbetience is far
from perfect. We will also proclaim the good newsighteousness,
God’s faithfulness, salvation and his steadfase|@~11). A life of
obedience to God is not without difficulty or opjosn from the
wicked. We must pray for forgiveness when we gl for deliverance
from our enemies but it is a life of rejoicing etLord, as we depend
upon him (11-14, 16). The living God has us inteart and in his
thoughts. He will never forget usam poor and needy; yet th©RD
thinks upon méL7).



4 JANUARY Psalm 41

You will sustain him on his sick-bed

David probably wrote this psalm during the rebeiliof his son,

Absalom. He was stricken with sorrow, having besppted from his

throne by his own son. To make matters worse,rbged friend and
counsellor, Ahithophel had gone over to Absalondeq2 Samuel

15:12,31). Verse 9 is quoted with reference taitbachery of Judas in
betraying Christ (John 13:18).

Blessed is he who considers the p¢by. The word poor’ could be
translated ‘needy’. David was in great need whewitwte this psalm.
There were good men who supported him in his timeed (2 Samuel
17:27-29). We were in desperate spiritual needrbef@ came to the
Lord Jesus for salvation. We were Idsaving no hope and without
God(Ephesians 2:12). The Lord had mercy on us aneldsas. Surely,
if we know the love of Christ in our lives we whle concerned for
those in need, especially for needy Christians dtzals 6:10; James
2:14-17; 1 John 3:17-18). Notice the promisesttiatord gives to
the believer who has shown compassion to othEng: LORD will
deliver him ... preserve him ... keep him .erggthen him ... sustain
him (1-3).

Troubles do not always come singly, and David wss sick and was
slandered at this time (4-9). He was also awalt@s$in and prayed
for spiritual healing;L ORD, be merciful to me; heal my soul, for | have
sinned against you(4). The child of God is not preserved from
trouble, but the Lord does preserve him in trouble.

Verse 3 contains a wonderful promise to those wkaosick or dying.
The LORDwill strengthen him on his bed of iliness. You suiktain him

on his sick-bedSpurgeon tells the story of a dying saint who was
visited by a close friend who asked him, ‘How aoeiyoday?’ The
dying child of God replied, ‘My head is resting yeaweetly on three
pillows — infinite power, infinite love, and infite wisdom.’ No
wonder David closes the psalm with the worBlessed be thedRD
God of Israel!



5 JANUARY Psalm 42

Why are you cast down, O my soul?

In Psalms 42 and 43 the psalmist pours out hig be&od. He is in
deep distress and three times he asked himsetfubstion, Why are

you cast down, O my soul(B,11; 43:5). He was distressed because he
was oppressed by and taunted by his enemies, dfiedt Heat God had
forgotten him (10-11). They mocked him, askifyhere is your
God?’(3,10). The psalmist longed for God and s&ys the deer pants

for the waterbrooks, so pants my soul for you, @.Gwy soul thirsts

for God, for the living God{1-2). Do you hunger and thirst for God
when you are perplexed and discouraged?

When things appear to go wrong for us, the enemyuofsouls and
those who serve him are quick to taunt us, sayMere is your
God?’ (3,10). Such experiences are common in the Chamidtie. We
may remember times of great spiritual joy in thesence of God and
in fellowship with his people (4), but when thoseds have faded as
a dream, they seem to make the present sufferengtre bitter.

The psalmist did what we often fail to do when we &oubled or
suffering — he encouraged himself in the Lord. pigke to himself and
asked;Why are you cast down, O my soud?d he told himselfHope

in God.”He turned to God in prayer, sayin@,my God, my soul is cast
down within me; therefore | will remember you he tLORD will
command his lovingkindness in the daytit(©=8).

Christian, are you feeling cast down in soul? Aoaispiritually
depressed? Do you feel starved of spiritual refmesit? Are you
longing after God as the thirsting, panting deemg®for streams of
fresh water (1-2)MHope in God’(5,11).Hope in God who is rich in
mercy and is faithful. Hope in God whose steadfadove for you

will never cease. Hope in God who will never leaysu nor forsake
you (Hebrews 13:5-6)Seek the Lord in prayer as did the discouraged
psalmist. The Lord who is full dbvingkindneswill give you a song
(8). You will yet praise him(11) and rejoice in the One who is far
greater than any of your enemies. He is the soyereternal God!
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6 JANUARY Psalm 43

Hopein God

The psalm opens with a pledjindicate me, O God, and plead my
cause against an ungodly natioithe psalmist asked Godvhy do |
go mourning because of the oppression of the erle(@yep. 42:9).
The first four verses of this psalm are addresséslad and in the fifth
verse the psalmist again asks hims#lfhy are you cast down, O my
soul? And why are you disquieted within nife¥e seek to lead a godly
life, we will almost certainly suffer persecutio?d Timothy 3:12).An
ungodly nation ... the deceitful and unjust nfanhate and oppress the
righteous person and this may cause us to feef3bdthas cast us off
(2). The ‘cast off’ feeling may cast us down, b must never rely on
our feelings at such times. If you are a Christ@ogd will never cast
you off. He will vindicate you and he will delivgou (1).

The psalmist cries to Got)h, send out your light and your truth! Let
them lead me; let them bring me to your holy hildato your
tabernacle’(3). God’s Word is the truth and the light by whiee are
led (Psalm 119:105; John 17:17). Notice the impmsof going to the
tabernacle, the dwelling-place of God. When wecagt down we
must not stay away from the house of the Lord. \&ednmore than
ever to meet with God in the company of fellow-beérs, to worship
God together, and to hear his Word.

The psalmist describes God as hegceeding joy’(4). Can you
honestly say that God is youexceeding joy? If you have not learned
to delight yourself in the Lord, you are missingreach in the
Christian life and you will rarely praise him. Trahort psalm closes
in the same manner as Psalm Wy are you cast down, O my soul?
And why are you disquieted within mid& answers himselftHope in
God; for | shall yet praise him, the help of my counteceand my
God.’(5; cp. Psalm 42:5). .

Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy
and peace in believing, that you may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit (Romans 15:13).
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7 JANUARY Psalm 44

Our fathers have told us, what deeds you did in their days

Are you troubled that wickedness and violence aceeiasing around
us. Are you troubled that many faithful churches struggling and
weak while false religion prospers? This psalm $@saething to say
to us in discouraging times. It can be divided ifi@e sections:

 Confidence (1-8)We have heard with our ears, O God, our
fathers have told us, what deeds you did in theyst(1). The psalmist
remembered the favour of God towards Israel in grapthem
conqguest over Canaan (1-3). This encouraged htnugbin God and
to glory in him (4—-8)Do you know about the mighty acts of God in
Bible history and in the history of the church?Read your Bible; read
church history books and you will rejoice in Godldre encouraged.
Speak to others (and especially the young) abeumilghty deeds that
God has done. Boast in him and praise him (8). wdlthen find
yourself encouraged in difficult times.

* Complaint (9-22). The psalmist now complains taGBut you
have cast us off and put us to shar®. It seemed that God had
forsaken his people for no apparent reason (17-RR}his has come
upon us; but we have not forgotten y@lir). Such experiences leave
us baffled and bewildered but we need to learmust 1God where we
cannot trace his ways with us. Verse 22 is quotethe apostle Paul
who then points out thah all these things we are more than
conquerors through him who loved {(Bomans 8:36-37).

* Challenge (23-26). The psalmist has expressecbnisdence in
God in a perplexing and difficult situation anditehallenged to pray.
He is urgent in his prayer, sayirigwake! Why do you sleep, O Lord?
Arise! Do not cast us off for evefhe Lord does not sleep (Psalm
121:4) and the psalmist may seem to be irrevereheajuestions God
(23-24). We may feel as he did but the Lord doefetstand us. He
will never forget us or cast us ofVhen we are discouraged and
downhearted let us be sure to come to God’s thronaf grace in
prayer (Hebrews 4:14-16).
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8 JANUARY Psalm 45

My heart is overflowing with a good theme

One of the titles of this psalm is ‘A Song of Lowagid it celebrates the
marriage of a king to his queen. Spurgeon saysathisit the psalm,
‘Some here see Solomon and Pharaoh’s daughter-othey are
short-sighted; others see Solomon and Christ — #éineycross-eyed;
well-focussed spiritual eyes see here Jesus ¢ME TREASURY OF
DAVID).

My heart is overflowing with a good theme; | reaity composition
concerning the King; my tongue is the pen of a yeadter. This is a
theme which thrills the heart of every Christiancboncerns the
excellence of our King, the Lord Jesus Christ,ignrhight and majesty,
in his beauty and purity, and in his victory oves Bnemies (2-9).
Verses 6 and 7 are quoted in the New Testament n@fdrence to
Christ showing him to be the eternal God (Hebregs9). We do not
think enough about the beauty of our Saviour, pesheecause we have
not seen him with our eyes. Hdagrer than the sons of mgg), manly
and strong, but gentle, gracious and humble (2&59ce is poured
from his lips to forgive the repenting sinner, tonmdort the sorrowing,
to lift up the downcast (2; cp. Luke 4:22).

The bride is addressed in verses 10-12) and thesphendour and
beauty are described (13-15). The church is theeboif Christ
(Ephesians 5:25-27; Revelation 21:2,9). The psébses with praise
to the eternal King. How amazing are those wordgvtell us,'The
King will greatly desire your beautyll). He has taken us poor,
wretched sinners and he has cleansed us and clothedth his
righteousness at tremendous cost! The King huntfitedelf, coming
to earth as a child of a poor family. He was desghiand rejected,
tortured so that his face was beaten beyond retiogniand then
crucified in order to save us (Isaiah 52:14 to 23:10h, what
matchless love and glorious grace! We should Iawe ladore him,
gladly obey him and speak about him. When we see We shall be
lost in wonder, love and praisily heart is overflowing with a good
theme. Is yours?
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9 JANUARY Psalm 46

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble

This wonderful psalm is divided into three stanzegh ending with
the word'Selah’ (which means ‘pause’ to give singers a break for
breath and to give us time to meditate on the wofeisd is our refuge
and strength, a very present help in trouble, Tfweeewe will; not fear
(1-3). This is our confidence in an uncertain, ged] turbulent world
The almighty, eternal, sovereign, infinitely wisedsis our refuge and
strength. These verses are very relevant to usesettroubled times.

Theriver (4) may refer to God or to his covenant with ahitonderful
promises. The churchike city of Godcp. Revelation 21:2,9-10) and
she is made glad in the Lord who is in her midshding great stability
and confidenceThe LORD of hosts is with u¢5-7, 11) in every
difficult situation and he will destroy every weapthat is taken up
against us (8-9; cp. Isaiah 54:17). Verse 10 hagssage for God’s
people and for their enemies. We must learbdcstill in perplexing
and difficult times, waiting patiently upon the ldoif we do not know
the Lord, we should stop and be still, considehigygreatness and his
claims upon us. The message to God’s enemiestist tisefoolish to
rebel against himBe still and know that | am God; | will be exalted
among the nations, | will be exalted in the eaft0).

Let the words of this great psalm sink into your hart and be
impressed upon your mind. They will be a constantaurce of
encouragement throughout your life.If you are passing through a
time of testing and trouble, turn now to your gi@at and trust in him.
You will prove him to bea very present helm your trouble!

nl heavenly love abiding,
No change my heart shall fear;
And safe is such confiding,
For nothing changes here:
The storm may roar without me,
My heart may low be laid;
But God is round about me,
And can | be dismayed? (Anna L. Waring)
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10 JANUARY Psalm 47
Sing praisesto God, sing praises! Sing praisesto our King

The joyful theme of the exalted God is carried dvem Psalm 46:10
into this psalmHe is greatly exalte@). We have here a song of great
joy in the sovereign, triumphant God, who is wortifyour worship.
Sing praises to God, sing praises! sing praisesuo King, sing
praises!(6).

Why should we sing praises to God?

* The LORDMost Highis awesomé€2). His greatness and splendour
inspire reverent fear. A sense of reverence hasa best from the
worship of many evangelical churches. How sad asdliing to God!

» He is a great King over all the ear{). How often do you think
about the greatness and majesty of our awesome I@@d?sovereign
over all the nations (2,7-8).

* He will cause us to triumph and even if we hawentmeritance on
earth, he has a glorious inheritance in heavens$ai3—4; cp. 1 Peter
1:3-4).

God has gone up with a shout, theRD with a sound of the trumpet
(5). Some commentators believe that this versersetie Christ’s
ascension. When the Lord Jesus comes again, itagidl be with a
shout and the sound of a trumpet (1 CorinthianSZ3: Thessalonians
4:16).

We mustsing praises with understandir(@). If you could see the
expressionless faces in many church congregat®iisey sing their
hymns, you would perhaps be surprised. Is it bezanisa lack of
interest or understanding? Are their minds mangsmsiway as mouths
repeat words without much thought? If we do natklabout the words
of the hymns that we sing in our worship we aretndy worshipping
God. Let us sing praises with understanding; it will make all the
difference to our worship.
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11 JANUARY Psalm 48

We have thought, O God, on your lovingkindness

In this psalm God is again joyfully praised on agaoof his greatness
(1), his lovingkindness (9), his righteousness @fJ his everlasting
care and protection (14). The angry mob at Ephsbkasted out the
name of their goddess crying olgreat is Diana of the Ephesians!’
(Acts 19:28). Muslims today shout, ‘Allah is gréaut there is only
one great God — the triune God, Jehovah, who tseFaon and Holy
Spirit. Great is the DRD, and greatly to be praised in the city of our
God, in his holy mountaifil). Read through the words of the hymn
‘How great thou art’ and praise God with gratitue joy.

JerusalemNlount Zior) was a wonderful city when this psalm was
written, beautiful in elevation ... the city of the greani(2,8). The
temple, the palaces and the strong bulwarks ofcthemade an
impressive sight (12—13). The city was great, hawuenot because of
her buildings, but because God was in her midst{®) have already
seen that the church is ndhe city of the living Goar Jerusalem
above(Galatians 4:26; Hebrews 12:22). We may feel wbakjn God
we are strongThe gates of Hades shall not prevagainst Christ’s
church (Matthew 16:18).

The psalmist had heard of the great works of Gatthénpast, but he
records that they too have seen God work mightilyhe city of our
God’ (8). We need to know of God’s work in Bible timasd in the
history of the church because it will encouragans stir us up to pray
for the work of the Lord.

Are you feeling downcast? The great antidote isifbin verse 9We
have thought, O God, on your lovingkindngsteadfast love’) Think

of all of the Lord’s mercies to you — his love in iging his only
begotten Son to die for you, for the Holy Spirit tohelp us, for the
Bible to teach you, for eternal life and a gloriouduture and for

answers to prayer, and many more blessing&ejoice that havill

never leave you nor forsake y@debrews 13:5-6)-or this is God,
our God for ever and ever; he will be our guideretedeath(14).
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12 JANUARY Psalm 49

But God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave

The psalmist calls on all the people of the woddigten to him, both
rich and poor, because he had an important medsagiegem (1-4).
His message for the rich is that they are foolsstrust in their wealth
which cannot save their soulBor the redemption of their souls is
costly (6—9). We know that though redemption is freelgtbeved, it
was purchased not with silver or gold, but with ginecious blood of
Christ (1 Peter 1:18-19).

Riches may bring honour but when death comes tladthves left to
others and honour does not remain. The wise mamt&scape death
any more than the fool (10). The body rots in thavg just as the
corpses of animals (12,20). Some translationsH8Y. show verse 14
to liken death to a shepherd, herding the ungaudtythe grave. Let us
be encouraged with the words of vers&hy should | fear in the days
of evilwhen | am surrounded by sin? We can face thedutanfident
that God is with us in evil times as well as goiotes.

We live in a world where there is much envy andalgent. Christians
should never be envious of the ungodly with thesaith. Why is it
foolish to envy those who are wealthy? Death etidbeir pleasures
and judgment awaits them (6-10), but we can affion, God will

redeem my soul from the power of the grave forhadl seceive me
(15). We will hear the words of the Lord Jesus €htCome, you
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepdoedyou from the
foundation of the world{Matthew 25:34)We may be poor here on
earth, but we have a precious Saviour and a priceds inheritance.

How vast the treasure we possess!

How rich thy bounty, King of grace!

This world is ours, and worlds to come;
Earth is our lodge, and heaven our home.

| would not change my blest estate

For all the world calls good or great;

And while my faith can keep her hold

| envy not the sinner’s gold. (Isaac Watts)
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13 JANUARY Psalm 50

Call upon mein the day of trouble; | will deliver you

In this psalm the mighty God, the great Judge, sanmall the people
of the world to listen to him (1-6). Among thosehgaed before God
are hissaints,who are bound to him by covenant (5). Christiars a
frequently calledsaints(‘holy ones’) in the New Testament (eg. Acts
9:32; 1 Corinthians 1:2; Ephesians 1:1).

God'’s word to those who profess his name is thatfsges and burnt
offerings are not enough for him. He doesn’t ndesht (7—13). The
Lord wants a people who will offer the sacrificetlsdinksgiving and of
praise, and who pay their vows to him (14). We woftall short in

giving thanks and praise to God who has calledousroclaim his

praises (Hebrews 13:15-16; 1 Peter 2:9).

There is here a wonderful promise for the childzafd in troubled

times.‘Call upon me in the day of trouble; | will delivgou, and you

shall glorify me’(15). If we would claim the promises of God, westu
also remember to obey his commands such as fowetse 14. Have
you made vows to God in the past, but have forgaibekeep those
solemn promisesYou will never enjoy God’s blessing on your life

if you are a promise-breaker.

The Lord rebukes the wicked who recite his statated speak as
though they honour his covenant. They have an outwhow of

religion but they hate instruction and despise woeds of God

(16—17). God is not deceived by their words anddes their wicked
deeds (18-20). It is foolish of them to reduce @otheir puny way of
thinking and to imagine that he will not judge thé21—22). Those
who say, ‘That’'s not my idea of God ..." when thar what the Bible
teaches about God, should take verse 21 to heart.

How do we glorify God? We do so by offering praieehim and by
honouring him in our condudtVhoever offers praise glorifies me; and
to him who orders his conduct aright | will shove tkalvation of God
(23).
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14 JANUARY Psalm 51

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit

The title of this psalm indicates that David wrdtafter he had been
confronted by the prophet Nathan following his aduy with
Bathsheba (2 Samuel 12:1-15). He was under greatatmn for his
sin and he truly repented. What is the evidendeuefrepentance?

» A nplea for mercy based on the fact of tlieing-kindness
(‘steadfast love’of God and according to the multitude of tesder
mercies(1). Think of that! God’s mercy is so great thaére is a
multitude of tender mercies to deal with a multéwaf sins.

* Adesire for forgiveness and for a thorough cleangom sin (2,
7, 9-10).

» Afrank confession of sin with no excuses (3).

* Asense of the enormity of sin. It is not only exgathose we have
wronged, but also against God (4).

* Arecognition that we sin because it is our natorsin. We were
‘brought forth in iniquity’(5).

We should be deeply troubled when we sin. Sin ddstroy our
testimony and it will silence our lips. When Gogtaes the joy of his
salvation our mouths are opened to teach transgnesise ways of
God and to praise him (12-15). Have you lost tgeojoyour salvation
(12)? Is it because of sin? Oh, confess that sbad and repent of it.

The blood of Christ cleanses us from all sin (InJb{7,9) but there are
sacrifices that God wants from yothe sacrifices of God are a broken
spirit, a broken and a contrite heart — these, OdGyou will not
despise(17). There is a false gospel which is influencmgny
evangelicals today — the gospel of self-esteemafisever to the needs
of sinners is not self-esteem but a broken hearifo When our sin
breaks our heart, we will not lightly sin again.We were thinking
yesterday about the sacrifice of praise (Psalm4Q3) but there is
also the sacrifice of a contrite heart. Such sasd God will not
despise, but will accept according to the multitwdénis tender
mercies.
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15 JANUARY Acts 13:1-4

They sent them away. So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit

The church at Antioch was established by Christiahe had been
driven from Jerusalem by persecution (11:19-2@)pitame the base
for the missionary activity of the early church.eltharacteristics of a
healthy fellowship were found among them. Theidkza were blessed
in their evangelistic work (11:20-24) and diligenttheir teaching
(11:26). The people were also generous in theingiy11:27-30).
Barnabas and Saul were among the prophets ancetsaatAntioch.

The word‘ministered’ (2) is not the more usual New Testament word
meaning ‘to serve’; it is translated from the Grgekb from which our
English word ‘liturgical’ is derived and it is al§mnslatedworship’

in the English Standard Version. We must alwayseraiver that our
worship and service is first and foremost for Gad aot for our own
enjoyment. | do not advocate dullness in worshigbany believe that
worship is dead if it does not entertain them. Hoistaken they are!

The prophets and teachers at Antioch gave themsdtv&od in
worship and fasting. As they worshipped and fastieel, Holy Spirit
directed them to set aside as missionaries twdeirtnumber,
Barnabas and Saul. Fasting is a neglected diseiplithe church today
and we are the poorer for it! The church at Antiecs led by godly
men who fasted and prayed (3; cp. 14:23). Theyestlsnsought the
Lord and they were brought into line with the mofdhe Holy Spirit.
— They sent them away. So, being sent out by theStotif ...(3—4).

There are some important principles for missionarywork in these

verses.Though Barnabas and Saul were called to theirionssy

work by God, it was their local church that recagai that call! They
were also active in the leadership of the Antioblarch. Unproven
novices or those who are not already involved ivieg the Lord in

their local church should not be sent out as misaices. If we
disregard these biblical principles, we are askamgrouble!
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16 JANUARY Acts 13:4-12

Being astonished at the teaching of the Lord

Barnabas and Saul took John Mark, a cousin of BasiéColossians
4:10) as their assistant and began their missionamnk in Cyprus
(4-5). They landed at Salamis in eastern Cypruspaedched in the
Jewish synagogues. They then travelled througistaed to Paphos.

The only conversion recorded in Cyprus was th&efius Paulus the
Roman proconsul, whealled for Barnabas and Saul and sought to
hear the word of Go@7). Elymas, a Jewish false prophet and sorcerer,
sought to turn the proconsul away from the faitthéihe men are
seeking to know God and his Word, Satan will seetitn them away
from the faith, using false teachers (8). Elymasw#&uck with
blindness at the command of Saul (from now on délfaul’) and the
proconsulbelieved, being astonished at the teaching of tbwl L
(9-12). The miracle had convinced him of a supepwer to that
possessed by Elymas but notice that he was alsaeahi®y what he
heard.Does this same teaching fill you with a sense of azement,
worship and grateful thanksgiving to God?

The work in Cyprus was not spectacular apart frois ¢ne incident,
but we see the pattern for the ongoing missionamkwf Paul. There
was opposition and hostility to the preaching & gospel. We must
never forget that w
are engaged i

spiritual warfare (4
Corinthians 10:3-5
Ephesians 6:1-13
but it is reassuring t
know God is with us
and that he is far mof
powerful than the
enemies of thg
gospel.
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17 JANUARY Acts 13:13-23

According to the promise, God raised up for I srael a Saviour

Paul and Barnabas sailed from Paphos in Cyprus to ¢Pamphylia

(see map, page 19). When they arrived in Pergactwhiin what is in

now Turkey), John Mark, for whom they apparentlyl légh hopes,

left them and returned to Jerusalem (13). We atgjiven the reason
for John Mark’s decision but it is obvious fromdaevents that Paul
considered him to be very wrong in what he had dd®e38-39).

Mark was eventually reconciled to Paul, servinghwiim as a

missionary (Colossians 4:10; 2 Timothy 4:11); Rhive 24).

Paul and his companions travelled north from Péogantioch in
Pisidia (14; not to be confused with Antioch ini&yrThey went to the
synagogue on the Sabbath day where the rulergthiAaul to preach.
He challenged those who feared God to listen totwbkahad to say
(15-16). If we fear God, we will listen to God’s Wilcand obey it,

The sermons to the Jews recorded in the Book of &t rooted in the
Old Testament (eg. 2:16—-36; 3:13-26; 7:1-53). Notiow Paul
declared the sovereignty of God:

» In his choice of Israel to be his people (17).

* In his deliverance of the Israelites from Egypt)(1

* In his destruction of the Canaanite nations asttidution of their
land to the people of Israel (19).

* In giving them judges and then King Saul (20-21).

* Inremoving Saul and raising up David as king (22)

* In fulfilling his promise to raise up a Saviotifrom this man’s
seed, according to the promise, God raised upd$madl a Saviour —
Jesus.The promise of the Messiah from the family of Dawds
fulfilled in the Lord Jesus (23; cp. verse 32).

We need to know the Old Testament if we are to undstand the
New (cp. Luke 24:27,32,44-46)YWe must see that the relationship of
the Old to the New is not that of law to grace ~tkere is grace in the
Old as well as in the New, and law in the New a$i agin the Old —
but rather that of promise to fulfilment.” (Revndas Philip).
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18 JANUARY Acts 13:24-41
By him everyone who believesisjustified

Paul told his hearers that John the Baptist hadapeel the way for the
coming of the Lord Jesus but that the rulers imskEem had rejected
him. His death and resurrection had been foretplthé prophets. God
had raised him from the dead and he was seen by miamesses on
many occasions (27-31). The apostle continued wteW®Id
Testament prophecies relating to Jesus (33-35)yiasfgathat Psalm
16, verse 10 could not refer to David whose bodagled in the grave,
but David speaks Jesus whom God raised up. Paulaneto explain
that through the death of Jesus there is forgiverdssins and
justification:‘By him everyone who believes is justifié8i6—39).

Our sin renders us guilty in the sight of God whaighteous and must
punish us for our sins. How can he freely pardoang remain just?
The doctrine of justification shows how God hasld&ath this
problem (Romans 3:24-26). We cannot be justifiedh®sy/law of
Moses (39) or through our own works. Paul, writlager to the
Galatian churches (which included the church aidefit in Pisidia),
emphasised this truth (Galatians 2:1%hat is justification? —
‘Justification is an act of God’s free grace, whetee pardoneth all our
sins, and accepteth us as righteous in his sighity éor the
righteousness of Christ imputed to us, and recebsethith alone.’
(WESTMINSTER SHORTER CATECHISM ‘To justify’ is a legal term
which means ‘to declare righteous’. Our sin is iteputo Christ (put
to his account) and his righteousness is imputedst@put to our
account) — see Romans 4:3-5,22-25; 2 Corinthidrgs-21.

The more we understand this great doctrine, the mar we will
appreciate the wonder and greatness of our salvatig and the
more we will love and magnify the Lord JesusJustification by faith

is the jubilee trumpet of the gospel because itlpims the gospel to
the poor and destitute whose only door of hope i®lt themselves in
total helplessness upon the grace and power ahteagsness of the
Redeemer of the lostProfessor John MurrayCOLLECTED
WRITINGS’, VOLUME 2, page 217. Published by Banner of Truth Trust).
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19 JANUARY Acts 13:42-52

As many as had been appointed to eternal life believed

Paul's sermon made a great impact on many Jewgergtlytes
(Gentiles who had embraced the Jewish faith). Thiodpwed the
apostles from the synagogue wbersuaded them to continue in the
grace of God42-43). What does this mean? These people had bee
taught that to be accepted by God,they must adsteietly to the
requirements of Judaism such as circumcision, ebggwrarious holy
days and ceremonial rites (cp. Colossians 2:16Fh8se things could
not bring peace with God, however. The grace of Gerares that we
are not saved through our own works but through.tihvd Jesus Christ
who died on the cross to save sinners. Paul andaBas impressed
these great truths upon their hearers. They mustrragain depend on
religious rites for their salvation.

The following Sabbattglmost the whole city came together to hear the
word of God44). Many Gentiles were saved in Antioch andgbspel
spread throughout the surrounding area (48—49haVe already seen
that Satan is not slow to stir up opposition to pneaching of the
gospel, and that it often comes from religious peophe greatest
enemies of Paul's ministry were generally religidesvs (45-47).
They stirred up the civic leaders of Antioch togBaute the apostles
who were then expelled from the region. Paul anch8aasshook off
the dust from their feet against th€B0-51; cp. Luke 9:5). If we are
faithful to God’s Word, and proclaim the gospel®dd’s free and
sovereign grace to sinners, we must not be sumgbtiseencounter
opposition from religious people who reject muchha Bible.

What is our confidence in evangelism? — That all dbod’s elect will
surely believe.In Antioch,as many as had been appointed to eternal
life believed48). All those whom God has chosen before he ntazle
world will surely be saved! (Ephesians 1:4; 2 Tldssians 2:13; 1
Peter 1:2). We do not depend upon ourselves but thpo sovereign
work of the Holy Spirit as the Word of God is pread. When God is
pleased to give blessing, \aee filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit
even in the face of persecution (52).
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20 JANUARY Acts 14:1-7

Therefore they stayed there along time

Paul and Barnabas went on to Iconium which was tadexenty miles
(112 kilometres) south-east of Antioch. The pattend the effects of
their ministry were similar to that in Antioch —gaching in the
synagogue, many conversions among Gentiles asagellews,
opposition from unbelieving Jews wistirred up the Gentiles and
poisoned their minds against the brethfér2).

Notice the comment in verse 1 concerning the piegobf Paul and
Barnabas in the synagogtieey ... so spoke that a great multitude both
of the Jews and of the Greeks belie\natice that little wordso’ (the
English Standard Version translates this verse; th@oke in such a
way’). There was persuasion in their preaching asc¢haifenged their
hearers to think about their message (cp. 26:27-B#)lical
Christianity is not a mindless exercise. It is passon based on facts.
Preachers must be persuaders!

How did the apostles react to opposition and sla(@}@ They did not
give up, or ‘get up and goTherefore they stayed there a long time,
speaking boldly in the Lor(B). God blessed their preachingtbé
word of his graceconfirming it with signs and wonders. Hatred and
persecution did not deter the apostlabey stayed there a long time.
Paul and Barnabas only left Iconium when a violdtegmpt was made
by their enemies to stone them. They moved on stwutlystra and
Derbe where they continued to preach the gosp&l)(5—

We must not sink into despair when we encounter diiculties,
opposition, discouragement or setbacks in our workor the Lord,
but stay on unless God clearly directs us away frorthat sphere of
service.Let us not grow weary while doing good, for in deason we
shall reap if we do not lose heai®Galatians 6:9). We must expect
disappointments as well as blessingsthose who sow in tears shall
reap in joy(Psalm 126:5). Let us persevere; faithful seric&od’s
work is never in vain!
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21 JANUARY Acts 14:8-20

Turn from these vain thingsto the living God

Some preachers rarely look at their congregatiaghesdeclare God'’s
Word. They look at the wall, up to the ceiling @awh at their Bible as
they preach. If you are a preacher or Sunday Sdkaoher, you must
look at those to whom you speak. At Lystra Paulagat among his
listeners a man who was crippled from his birth.ddeerved this man
intently (looking intently at him= ESV) and sawhat he had faith to
be healed8-9). True faith comes through hearing the Wdr&od
(Romans 10:17) and so it was with the crippled rf@n He was
wonderfully healed but the people of Lystra resmzhtb the miracle
in the wrong way. They hailed Paul and Barnabasiaf the Greek
gods come down to them the likeness of megiil-13). Miracles do
not necessarily bring people to faith in Christ.

Greek legend has it that the gods, Zeus and Hefwaéled Jupiter and
Mercury by the Romans) had once visited the regibhystra. A
temple for the worship of Zeus had been erectéldea¢ntrance of the
city. There was great excitement when the prieZenis came to meet
Paul and Barnabas with garlands, and oxen to gzt them. The
people thought that they were having another frisih the gods. They
little realised that this was a far more importament. They were
hearing the messengers of the true and living Gbd.apostles were
very distressed at the blasphemous adulation dafrtihved. They ran in
among the people telling them that they were ordn tike themselves
and urged them tturn from these vain things to the living Gatio
created the universe (19Halse religion, materialism and sinful
pleasure-seeking are all vain and useless. When vepent, we must
renounce such things and turn from them to GodThis is no loss
when we gain Christ as our Saviour, Lord, Proteatat Friend.

Jews from Antioch and Iconium stirred up the croaghinst Paul.
Those who wanted to worship him earlier now stdmed His injuries
were so serious that they thought him to be deatidowas able to get
up and go into Lystra. The next day he travelleDeéobe (19-20).
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22 JANUARY Acts 14:21-28

We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God

Paul always showed much love and prayerful intei@sthose who
had been saved through his ministry. He hddep concern for all the
churches(2 Corinthians 11:28), having a self-sacrificingddor them
(1 Thessalonians 2:7-12). After considerable siccaePerbe, Paul
and Barnabas returned to those cities where thdysbtiered much
persecution (21). They wanted to strengthen theipliss and to
encourage them to persevere in the face of suffeaimd trial. They
exhorted them to continue in the faith, sayivge must through many
tribulations enter the kingdom of Go(22). The wordtribulation’ in
the Greek carries the idea of ‘pressuiiéie path to glory is far from
smooth! There are pressures from within such as remainmgasd
from without, such as satanic opposition and pestsac. Tribulation

is never comfortable, but it is necessaryTribulation produces
perseverance; and perseverance, chara¢Romans 5:3-4). We are
strengthened by the testing of our faith.

Believe not those who say

The upward path is smooth,

Lest thou shouldst stumble in the way

And faint before the truth. (Anne Bronté).

Elders are essential for the well-being of the llatarch (to rule, to
teach, and to care for the members). Before ratgrto Antioch in
Syria, the apostles appointed elders in the newattas (23; see
1 Timothy 3:1-7 for the qualifications of eldeBaul was not satisfied
with evangelism alone. When churches were plahie#&new that they
needed to have elders.

Paul and Barnabas arrived back in Syrian Antiochraported to their
‘home’ churchall that God had done with them, and that he had
opened the door of faith to the Genti{2%). They did not take personal
credit for their success but gave glory to Goavds what hdad done
with themthat mattered. We must always depend on the Lolr
work for him, and magnify him when he is pleasebl&ss our labours.
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23 JANUARY Acts 15:1-12

We believe that through ... grace ... we shall be saved

We have already seen that Satan attacks the clnomhthe outside
with persecution (eg. 8:1-3) and from within bylseg to destroy the
unity of the church (eg. 6:1). The devil will dd #dat he can to rob us
of blessing. There is another instance here ottackafrom within the
church. Paul and Barnabas returned to the churglmtadch in Syria
to reportall that God had done with the(h4:27) but trouble was not
far away. Men came from Judea insisting that Gefifiristians submit
to the rite of circumcision in order to be savell Baul and Barnabas
debated with them and they led a delegation serthéychurch, to
consult with the apostles and elders at Jerusa?@nP@ssing through
Phoenicia and Samaria, they visited churches tares the
conversion of the Gentiles; this brought great(R)y

News of Gentile conversions should have broughiiceg to the
Jerusalem church but some who had belonged tohtesees insisted
that Gentile converts be circumcised (4-7). Peténtpd out to them
that God had made no distinction between Jewish@Gedtile
Christians, giving both the Holy Spirit in the samay (8-9). He went
on to say,We believe that through the grace of the LordudeGhrist
we shall be saved in the same manner as {i4y: Paul referred to his
visit to Jerusalem in his letter to the Galatia@alatians 2:1-10). He
describes those who insisted on circumcision asgoeecessary for
salvation asfalse brethren’'who wanted to bring the new Christians
into bondage and he stood very firmly against tii@alatians 2:3-5).
He saw this teaching as a serious threah¢ogospel of the grace of
God(20:24). The assembly then heard Paul’'s accounvwfGod had
worked through them among the Gentiles (12).

We are saved through grace alone and not by works oeligious
ritual (Ephesians 2:8-9).This was the great issue at the Reformation
when many Reformers laid down their lives rath@mtiscompromise
this vital truth. The Roman Catholic church insistsworks such as
penance, and suffering in purgatory for salvatig.us be determined
to resist any compromise with such false teaching.
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24 JANUARY Acts 15:13-29

Some ... have troubled you ... unsettling your souls

The gospel was first preached to the Jews who haatyadistinctive

culture with many rules and regulations. When pedmm different

backgrounds come into the church, it can causegaband tension.
Some Jewish Christians taught that Gentile belgenerst submit to the
rite of circumcision in order to be saved (1). Jarfire half-brother of
the Lord Jesus) was a leader in the Jerusalem ftlama he followed
Peter in speaking to those assembled. He showethéheonversion of
the Gentiles was a fulfilment of Old Testament fweqy (13-17; cp.
Amos 9:11-12). He warned that these Gentile coswarould not be
troubled, except that they should abstain from gliqpfractices

associated with their former way of life (19—20héely had enough
battles without unnecessary burdens being placedh upem by

zealots with questionable views.

The apostles prepared a letter outlining theseiplies and repudiating
the false teaching concerning circumcision and kegethe law of

Moses. They sent it with Paul and Barnabas to &eé irethe church at
Antioch and other churches in Syria and Cilicia3+29). Judas and
Silas, two of the leaders in the Jerusalem chuetirmed to Antioch

with Paul and his company to give added suppdti¢aontents of the
letter (22,27).

Some who went out from us have troubled you witldsyainsettling
your souls ..(24).1f you are a new Christian, do not be surprised
when you meet with professing believers who will tuble you with
their words and who will unsettle your soul.These people may twist
the meaning of Scripture and want you to followirtipeculiar ideas.
They are doing the work of Satan to unsettle yawd.sif you have
been troubled by such people, talk to your pastotoca mature
Christian whom you love and respect. They will lsmped to help you.
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25 JANUARY Acts 15:30-41

They parted from one another

The Christians in the church at Antioch were enagad when they
heard the letter read. They were also blessedthétiministry of Judas
and Silas (31-32). Another problem arose soon. &texn godly men
have their differences or personality problems wi8atan will seek to
exploit. Paul and Barnabas were all set for theaosid missionary
journey, but they parted from one another aftdraas dispute over the
suitability of John Mark for missionary work. Hechdeserted them on
their first missionary journey (13:5,13). Barnaless John Mark’s
cousin (Colossians 4:10) and he wanted to takewitinthem again.
Paul disagreed, not wanting to take with them sameewho had
already let them dowmThen the contention became so sharp that they
parted from one anothgB9). It is very sad when godly men cannot
work with each other because of disagreements osqrality
problems.Satan loves to divide us. Let us learn to recognides
craftiness so that we will be on our guard.

The church at Antioch supported Paul, commending dmd Silago
the grace of Godor the next phase of their missionary work. Baas
went to Cyprus

taking John Mark
(39-40). All did
work out well for
Mark in the end.
Years later, Pau
wrote of him with
much warmth and
affection (Coloss.
4:10; 2 Timothy
4:11). God’s gracs
is such that he caf
make failures to
become useful td
himself.

Places visited by Paul on his Second Missionar
Journey (Acts 15:41 to 18:22)
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26 JANUARY Acts 16:1-10

Come over to Macedonia and help us

Paul began his second missionary journey traveliogh through

Syria and then through Cilicgtrengthening the church¢$5:41). He

had with him the letter from the apostles and al@d¢derusalem giving
instructions for the Gentile Christians (4). Paud &ilas travelled west
to Galatia and when they arrived in Lystra, PawlsehTimothy to join

his missionary team. Timothy’s father was a Gerdite though his
mother was Jewish, he had not been circumcisedhaMe seen that
circumcision is not required for salvation, but Paad Timothy

circumcised to avoid problems with the Jews in tteafion (1-3).

Timothy appeared to be a reserved and timid youag (h Corinthians
16:10; 2 Timothy 1:7), but he was well spoken oftlg Christians in
Lystra and Iconium (2). He was to become one of'®alosest and

most trusted friends (cp. Philippians 2:19-23;2dthy 1:2).

They travelled north and then west but were forbrdddy the Holy
Spirit to preach the gospel in Asia and Bithyniaey were joined by
Luke at Troas (notice hotthey’ in verse 8 becomeéwe’ in verse 10).
It would appear that Luke remained at Philippi (1#:‘they’) and

rejoined Paul when he passed through Philippi eritird missionary
journey (20:5-6).

While at the port of Troas, Paul had a vision ahan pleading with
him, ‘Come over to Macedonia and help U8-9). The people of
Macedonia enjoyed the rich heritage of Greek celtinut all the
learning and wisdom of the Greek philosophers mdmswer to the
desperate plight of mankind. One of these philosopbnce said, ‘The
best thing of all is not to be born, and the nestlthing is to die.” What
wretched despair! Man without God is without hogglfesians 2:12).
Has man’s advance in science and technology chathgegs? Not at
alll Men and women are still sinners. They are lost anthey need
to be saved. We may not be privileged to have visis like Paul, but
we have the same good newAre you taking the gospel to sinners
around you? Are you willing to say, ‘Lord, send fhe’
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27 JANUARY Acts 16:11-24

The Lord opened her heart

Paul and his companions sailed from Troas to NeapoMacedonia,
before going to Philippi. This city enjoyed thetataof being a Roman
colony (12), its citizens having the same rightd pnvileges as those
on the Italian mainland. Paul and his companionstwet of the city
on the Sabbath where they found a group of womenwiéyed by the
riverside, probably because there was no synagdghey spoke to
these women, one of whom was Lydia, who was natragean. She
was from Thyatira (in the province of Asia), a tofamous for its
purple dye and manufacture of woollen garments. i8tported the
purple dye and woollen garments to sell in theaegif Philippi.The
Lord opened her heart to heed the things spokepaoy(14).

We must not despise the preaching and teachingodfsGVord but
pray that the Lord will open the hearts of those@wbkarSinners are
only saved when God opens their hearts! This shoulehcourage us
in our evangelistic work as we remember that the Ll is sovereign
in bringing people to faith in Christ. When God opened Lydia’s
heart, she was saved and was then baptised. Yomatite that all
those who came to faith in Christ in the book ofsAwere baptised. If
you have not been baptised, you disobey the comrohihrist (cp.
Matthew 28:19). God opened Lydia’s heart and steneg@ her home
to give hospitality to Paul and his fellow-missioea (15, 40).

God was working in Philippi but so was Satan. Rawa those with him
were pestered by a demon-possessed slave girldoy mays. She
brought her masters much profit by fortune-tell{i§—18). These men
had no compassion for this poor girl who was ndy dmeir slave but

also Satan’s. They were angry when she was reldes@adthe power

of the demon through the ministry of Paul becaingérttrade was
ruined. They seized Paul and Silas and dragged thf¢éro the

magistrates, accusing them of being troublemaRérs.apostles were
severely beaten and committed to prison where teeirwere fastened
in stocks (19-24). This may have appeared to veat getback but we
shall be seeing that the Lord overruled it foradgance of the gospel.
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28 JANUARY Acts 16:25-40

What must | do to be saved?

Paul and Silas did not reproach God for their surffe Bleeding backs
and feet bound in stocks could not keep them froasmg God. At
midnight theywere praying and singing hymns to God, and the
prisoners were listening to the(d5). Suddenly there was a great
earthquake which shook the prison so violently thatdoors were
thrown open and the prisoners’ chains were l0oo2&).The jailer
knew that if any prisoners escaped in the commptiernwould forfeit
his own life (cp. 12:19). Fearing the worst, heiplaed and was about
to kill himself when Paul called out and reassurid that no one had
escaped (25-28). The terrified man ask8ds, what must | do to be
saved?(30).This is the most important question a person can ask

To be saved, we must believe in the Lord JesussC{81). Belief in
Jesus means that we trust in him with all our higasave us through
the merits of his death on the cross. It involvesenting of our sin,
embracing Jesus as our Lord and gladly obeyiniVoisl (cp. 20:21;
John 10:26-27; 1 John 2:3-5).

The jailer and his family listened as Paul andsSdpoke the word of
the Lord to them. They believed in the Lord JeshsisE and were
baptised. The grateful man bathed the wounds dfdfalSilas and fed
them. The momentous events of that night had resluih his

conversion and that of his household. He had g@age to rejoice
(32-34).

Paul and Silas both possessed Roman citizenshighvemititled them

to a fair trial. The Philippian magistrates wereaad when they
discovered that they had denied them their righitey released them
and pleaded with them to leave their city (35-83ul and Silas went
to Lydia’s home to encourage the new believersreafieparting (40).
The church at Philippi became very dear to Pauiliffpians 1:3-8;

2:12; 4:1, 15-17). No suffering for the gospel @aseto endure but
when we are persecuted, we must not lose heartu§esour suffering
for his own glory and for the furtherance of thesel.
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29 JANUARY Acts 17:1-15

They received the word ... and searched the Scriptures daily

Travelling Jewish teachers were often invited tealp at local
synagogues and Paul used this custom to bringasgetjto the Jews.
He travelled with Silas and Timothy from Philippi Thessalonica
where he went into the synagogared for three Sabbaths reasoned
with them from the Scripturé®). He explained and demonstrated that
the suffering, death and resurrection of the preahiMessiah was
prophesied in the Old Testament and tihts Jesus whom | proclaim

to you is the Christ(3). Some of the Jews and many Greeks, including
some of the leading women of the city, were persdaloly Paul’s
reasoning from the Scriptures.

The unbelieving Jews stirred up some of the loudsfthe market
place and led a mob to attack the house of Jasementhe apostles
were lodging. They did not succeed in finding Paut, they dragged
Jason and some of his fellow-Christians beforertthers of the city
accusing them of turning the world upside down ahg@roclaiming
another king, Jesus (6-7). Today much of the psarfgschurch has
compromised with the world and has little zealkarg Jesus. Is it any
wonder that we make little impact upon the godiesdd around us?

The Thessalonians received the Word in much affiicbut they
became examples to other believers throughout Maciedand
Greece. They sounded forth the Word of the Lordyvking that it
works effectively in those who believe (1 Thessalos 1:6-8; 2:13).

Paul and Silas left Thessalonica by night and weBerea, where they
and they went to the synagogue. These Jews werapen to receive
the teaching of the Scriptures concerning JéHusy received the word
with all readiness, and searched the Scripture$yddio—11).Do you
love God’s Word enough to take time to read it andearn from it
or do you skip through your reading as quickly as pssible?There
were again many conversions to Christ in Bereaubbelieving Jews
came from Thessalonica to stir up further trouBlkeul was obliged to
depart immediately, leaving behind Silas and Timdi2—-15).
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30 JANUARY Acts 17:16-21
His spirit was provoked within him

Paul travelled south to Athens where he waitedSitas and Timothy
to join him (14-15). The city was renowned for m&gnificent
buildings, culture, philosophy and its learningf buvas steeped in
spiritual ignorance. Less than one hundred yeaes &aul was in
Athens, a traveller named Pausanius wrote six vekiof detailed
description of the land of Greece, with Athensnagkip far more pages
than any other city or region of Greece. Pausanasscaptivated with
the architecture and artistic splendour of the Gregpital. He was
impressed by its temples, shrines and statued theabods. In fact
Athens had more idols than the rest of Greecequéther. They even
had an altar inscribedlo the unknown Godb cover any other god of
whom they were ignorant (23).

Athens made quite a different impression on Paai tih did on the
majority of its visitors Now while Paul waited for therfSilas and
Timothy) at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him wihensaw
that the city was given over to id¢li5). Our English word ‘paroxysm’
is derived from the Greek word translatptbvoked’.A ‘paroxysm’ is
a fit of deep passion or of acute pain. The aposte set on edge,
stirred up by the spiritual darkness of the cithaddid he do? He went
into the synagogue and reasoned with the Jewslddeneent into the
market-place every day to reason with the people wére so steeped
in idolatry and superstition (17).

How do you react when you visit our cities and theevast crowds of
people? Do you feel moved with compassion for thechyearn to see
them saved? Are ygorovoked withinyourself when you see so many
given over to materialism and superstition, whoehagen so deceived
by Satan, that they have no idea that they ar&@high road to hell?
How about those with whom you work or see every2dase you
driven to your knees to pray for them? Do you speako anyone to
share the glorious good news of the gospel of Chir’s
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31 JANUARY Acts 17:18-34

The unknown God

Some of Athens' philosophers heard Paul preachitigeimarket-place
and were quite scornful of him and his preachingegus and the
resurrection. They were curious about other tegsheimd were open to
hearsome new thin@21). They invited Paul to address the Areopagus,
the council named after the place where thosel&gig on religion
and morals met. These people prided themselvdginlearning and
wisdom. They met under the shadow of the greahBaon which was
the temple to the goddess of wisdom, Athene, aftexm the city was
named.

Paul had seen their altdo the unknown god23) and he proclaimed
some essential truths that the Athenians neediedow about the God
they did not know. He told them that:

* God made the world and everything in it (24).

* He s the Lord over all the universe (24).

* Temples cannot contain God, for he is everywh24e2(/).

* He sustains his creation (25).

* He is absolutely sovereign in all his purposes.(26

» lIdolatry is a denial of God (29).

* Godcommands all men everywhere to rep@a).

* He will judge the world through the Lord Jesus whbe raised

from the dead (31).

Some mocked Paul, some promised to hear him abaingthers
believed, including Dionysius, one of the philosep# of the
Areopagus, and a woman named Damaris (Bd¢. true and living
God is unknown to millions in our nation. Some are sophisticated,
cultured and articulate (like the philosophers tfighs), others boast
no great education and many are poor and unempldy®y have one
thing in common — they are lost, without God anthaiit hope. We
may be mocked when we witness to those aroundutithére will also
be encouragements. Let us persevere in prayendédost and look for
every opportunity to make the gospel known to théve.have the
message that they need.
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Go, labour on, spend and be spent;
Thy joy to do the Father’s will;
It is the way the Master went;
Should not the servant tread it still?

Go, labour on, 'tis not for naught;

Thy earthly loss is heavenly gain;

Men heed thee, love thee, praise thee not;
The Master praises — what are men?

Go, labour on, your hands are weak,

Your knees are faint, your soul cast down;
Yet falter not; the prize you seek

Is near — a kingdom and a crown.

Go, labour on while it is day:

The world’s dark night is hastening on;
Speed, speed thy work, cast sloth away;
It is not thus that souls are won.

Toil on, faint not, keep watch and pray;
Be wise the erring soul to win;

Go forth into the world’s highway,
Compel the wanderer to come in.

Toil on and in thy toil rejoice;
For toil comes rest, for exile home;
Soon shalt thou hear the Bridegroom’s voice,
The midnight cry, Behold, | come!
(Horatius Bonar)
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