31 MARCH Acts 16:25-40

What must | do to be saved?

Paul and Silas did not reproach God for their sinfée Bleeding backs
and feet bound in stocks could not keep their sdasin overflowing

in praise to God and the other prisoners heard.thémjailer who had
been asleep at the time of the earthquake knewifthaly prisoners
escaped in the commotion, he would forfeit his difen(cp. 12:19).

Fearing the worst, he panicked and was aboutthikiself when Paul
called out and reassured him that no one had edq@3e-28). The
terrified man askedSirs, what must | do to be save@30).This is the

most important question a person can ask. Do you law the

answer?

To be saved, we must believe in the Lord JesusO®1). This means
more than believing certain facts about him, thoiigh essential that
we believe that he is the Son of God who died ¥@ s from our sins
and that he rose bodily from the dead (1 Corinthidh:1-4; 1 John
4:2). Belief in Jesus means that we trust in hithail our heart to save
us through the merits of his death on the crossvétives repenting of
our sin, embracing Jesus as our Lord and gladlyiobéiis Word (cp.
20:21; John 10:26-27; 1 John 2:3-5). The jailerlaadamily listened
as Paul and Silas spoke the word of the Lord tmtiéey believed in
the Lord Jesus Christ and were baptized. The gHiatedin bathed the
wounds of Paul and Silas and fed them. The momerdgwents of that
night had resulted in his conversion and that sfiidusehold. He had
good cause to rejoice (32—-34).

Paul and Silas both possessed Roman citizenshighvemtitled them

to a fair trial. The Philippian magistrates wereaad when they

discovered that they had denied them their rigritey released them
and pleaded with them to leave their city (35—-8)ul and Silas went
to Lydia’s home to encourage the new believersreedeparting. The
church at Philippi became very dear to Paul (Phidips 1:3-8; 2:12;
4:1, 15-17). No suffering for the gospel is easgridure but when we
are persecuted, we must not lose heart. God usesiffaring for his

own glory and for the furtherance of the gospel.
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1 MARCH Acts 7:44-53

Stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears

The Sanhedrin (the council of the leaders of tivesJdad produced
false witnesses to accuse Stephen of speakingsaghia holy place
(the temple)and the law'(cp. 6:13—-14). He responds here with a
quotation from the prophet Isaiah (49-50). The Lisfdr too great and
majestic to be confined to a building made by ntead had been
present with his people long before the templeliesh built (44—46).

The Jews laid great stress on the importance ofetimple and upon
God's law, which they did not keep (53). They itesison the rite of
circumcision which was given by God to Abrahami(@) Stephen told
them that they lacked the circumcision that realbttered. They were
stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and e@hey laid great stress
on religious ritual while neglecting to see thagytimneeded to have a
work of God in their hearts (51; cp. Romans 2:28-2bd sees our
hearts and we cannot deceive him with religiousrsfiaSamuel 16:7).

Those who were so antagonistic to Stephen werethide ancestors,
always resisting the Holy Spirit. He asked th&ihich of the prophets
did your fathers not persecutePheir forefathers had rejected Moses
and had persecuted the prophets who had foretelddming of the
Lord Jesus whom they had murdered (52). Stepherfacasy false
accusations, but he put his accusers in the dodikpaessed home
further charges against them. The law had beemdgw&losedy the
direction of angel$ut they had not kept it (53).

One of the greatest enemies of true Christianity isrm of religion
which has plenty of outward show but which lackgand reality. Any
religion which refuses to submit itself to the r@é&Scripture is
counterfeit. Many of the Jews professed to loveldéwe of God, but
their profession was empty.is not good enough to pay lip-service
to truth. God requires us to live out his truth inour lives.

Al Scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken
Jfrom the New King James Version. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas
Nelson Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

30 MARCH Acts 16:11-24

The Lord opened her heart

Philippi enjoyed the status of being a Roman col(®), its citizens
having the same rights and privileges as thos&eftalian mainland.
Paul and his companions went out of the city orShigbath where they
found a group of women who prayed by the riversidey spoke to
these women, one of whom was Lydia, who was natrafgean. She
was from Thyatira (in the province of Asia), a tofamous for its
purple dye and manufacture of woollen garments. iBtported the
purple dye and woollen garments to sell in theaegif Philippi.The
Lord opened her heart to heed the things spokdpPaoy(14).

We must never despise the preaching and teachi@Ggpdt Word but
pray that the Lord will open the hearts of thosewbkarSinners are
only saved when God opens their hearts! This shoulehcourage us
in our evangelistic work as we remember that the L is sovereign
in bringing people to faith in Christ. When God opened Lydia’s
heart, she was saved and was then baptized. Younaotite that all
those who came to faith in Christ in the book ofsAwere baptized. If
you have not been baptized, you disobey the comro&hrist (cp.
Matthew 28:19). God opened Lydia’s heart and stene@ her home
to give hospitality to Paul and his fellow-missioea (15, 40).

God was working in Philippi but so was Satan. Rawal those with him
were pestered by a demon-possessed slave girldoy days. She
brought her masters much profit by fortune-tell{ag—18). These men
had no compassion for this poor girl who was ndy dimeir slave but
also Satan’s. They were angry when she was reldes®dthe power
of the demon through the ministry of Paul becailmsrttrade was
ruined. They seized Paul and Silas and dragged thf¢éro the
magistrates. The apostles were severely beatecoamahitted to prison
where their feet were fastened in stocks (19-24)s Thay have
appeared to be a great setback but we shall bagséd&at the Lord
overruled it for the advance of the gospel. Are fgmling the onslaught
of the devil? Take heart, for God is in absolutatcol of all your
circumstances. He will bring you through if you Mrlist him.
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29 MARCH Acts 16:1-10

Come over to Macedonia and help us

Paul began his second missionary journey traveliogh through

Syria and then through Cilicstrengthening the church¢$5:41). He

had with him the letter from the apostles and aldderusalem giving
instructions for the Gentile Christians (4). Paud &ilas travelled west
to Galatia and when they arrived in Lystra, PawsehTimothy to join

his missionary team. Timothy’s father was a Gerditel though his
mother was Jewish, he had not been circumcisechalMe seen that
circumcision is not required for salvation, but Paad Timothy

circumcised to avoid problems with the Jews in tregfion (1-3).

Timothy appeared to be a reserved and timid youag (© Corinthians
16:10; 2 Timothy 1:7), but he was well spoken oftlg Christians in
Lystra and Iconium (2). He was to become one of’'®alosest and
most trusted friends (cp. Philippians 2:19-23;@adthy 1:2).

They travelled north and then west but were forbrdddy the Holy
Spirit to preach the gospel in Asia and Bithyniaey were joined by
Luke at Troas (notice hotthey’ in verse 8 becomewe’ in verse 10).
It would appear that Luke remained at Philippi (1#'they’) and

rejoined Paul when he passed through Philippi erthird missionary
journey (20:5-6).

While at the port of Troas, Paul had a vision ahan pleading with
him, ‘Come over to Macedonia and help 8-9). The people of
Macedonia enjoyed the rich heritage of Greek celtlout all the
learning and wisdom of the Greek philosophers mdmswer to the
desperate plight of mankind. One of these philosaphnce said, ‘The
best thing of all is not to be born, and the nestlthing is to die.” What
wretched despair! Man without God is without hoplfesians 2:12).
Has man’s advance in science and technology chahgegs? Not at
all'! Men and women are still sinners. They are lost anthey need

to be saved. We may not be privileged to have visis like Paul, but

we have the same good newAre you taking the gospel to sinners

around you? Are you willing to say, ‘Lord, send e’
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2 MARCH Acts 7:54-60

Hefell adeep

The high priest and the Sanhedrin were cut to daethbut they raged
rather than repented (54). Stephen was full ofHbly Spirit and his

gaze was not on his furious enemies but into heddesaw the glory

of Godand his precious Saviour. He was overwhelmed gt vl saw
and exclaimed that he was seeing heaven openetkanstanding at

the right hand of Go@55-56). Those who heard him cried out with a
loud voice and stopped their ears. They refusdistien any more to
God’s servant and they rushed at him, dragged hihofothe city and
stoned him to death (57-58).

Stephen was murdered outside Jerusalem as was\i@§ and like
Jesus, he prayed for his murderers (60; cp. Luk&23He called upon
the Lord Jesus to receive his spirit dredfell asleemfter praying for
his enemiesDeath is not a dark abyss for the Christian! He fdk
asleep to wake up in the presence of his preciouaviour in heaven.
To die is to be with Christ. To be absent fromlboely is to be present
with the Lord who will raise up our bodies whendmenes again at the
end of the age (Philippians 1:21-23; 2 Corinthas@s 1 Corinthians
15:51-53; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-15).

We often wonder why it is that the Lord sometimalses a believer
while they are still young or engaged in a venyitful and blessed
ministry. We have no answer except to say that iSquerfect in his
wisdom. He knows best and all his ways are fillathwove for us.
Stephen’s prayer for his enemies was soon to lreogkly answered.
Those who stoned him laid down their clothes atféiet of a young
man named Saul who encouraged them in their widkeed (58; 8:1).
Saul was to become the great apostle Paul who s to forget the
day that Stephen died (22:19-20). The Lord tookl&ta but Saul was
to become the greatest missionary in the historthefchurchGod
does bring good out of adverse circumstances.



3 MARCH Acts 8:1-8

Everywhere preaching the word

Saul did not stop at consenting to the death gbi&te. He alsonade
havoc of the churcpersecuting Christians with great zeal (1-3). The
outlook appeared to be very bleak for the churcheatisalem as its
members were imprisoned or scattered throughowaladd Samaria.
God overruled this great persecution, however. Thecattering of
the Christians led to the spread of the gospellhe persecuted
Christians did not give up in despair over the losproperty and
threats against their liveSherefore those who were scattered went
everywhere preaching the wo(d). The word translated ‘preaching’
here means ‘evangelising’ or ‘witnessing to thedynews’; (the other
word, meaning ‘proclamation’, is found in verse 5).

The enemies of Christ may have silenced StepheGbdtused his
fellow-deacon Philip to preach Christ in a Samaritaty. True
preaching always exalts Christ. The apostle Paotavsome years

later, ‘We do not preacl— . _ .
ourselves, but Christ Jes|Witness in Judea, Samaria and Syrig

the Lord’(2 Corinthians 4:5) (places mentioned in Acts 8 to 12)

God also worked miracle
through Philip and there wg
great joy in that city.
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preach before great crowq
but you can share your faif

with others. Pray for you
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and for those with whom yo
work. Look for opportunitieg
to bring them the gospe
God honoured those ear
believers and he will honou Gaza
you, if you are faithful. 0 100 160 kms

.Tarsus

« Antioch

*Damascus

Caesarea

Joppak Lydda
A o Jerusalem

(0] 50 100 mileg
Lt

28 MARCH Acts 15:30-41

They parted from one another

The Christians in the church at Antioch were enagad when they
heard the letter read. They were also blessedthatiministry of Judas
and Silas (31-32). Another problem arose soon. &texn godly men
have their differences or personality problems wi8atan will seek to
exploit. Paul and Barnabas were all set for theaosid missionary
journey, but they parted from one another aftdraasdispute over the
suitability of John Mark for missionary work. Hechdeserted them on
their first missionary journey (13:5,13). Barnalvess John Mark’s
cousin (Colossians 4:10) and he wanted to takewitinthem again.
Paul disagreed, not wanting to take with them samewho had
already let them dowi.hen the contention became so sharp that they
parted from one anothgB9). It is very sad when godly men cannot
work with each other because of disagreements osqality
problems.Satan loves to divide us. Let us learn to recognides
craftiness so that we will be on our guard.

The church at Antioch supported Paul, commending dnd Silado
the grace of Godbr the next phase of their missionary work. Baas

went to Cyprus
taking John Mark| Places visited by Paul on his Second Missionary

(39-40). All did Journey (Acts 15:41 to 18:22)

Mark i the end.| , 2oc== $isk
Years later, Pau| B {8
wrote of him with
much warmth and
affection (Coloss.
4:10; 2 Timothy
4:11). God’s graceg
is such that he cal
make failures tojo 100 200 miles
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27 MARCH Acts 15:13-29

Some ... havetroubled you ... unsettling your souls

The gospel was first preached to the Jews who haatyadistinctive

culture with many rules and regulations. When pedpm different

backgrounds come into the church, it can causdemaband tension.
Some Jewish Christians taught that Gentile belgenerst submit to the
rite of circumcision in order to be saved (1). Jarfike half-brother of
the Lord Jesus) was a leader in the Jerusalem ltlamat he followed
Peter in speaking to those assembled. He showethéheonversion of
the Gentiles was a fulfilment of Old Testament @y (13-17; cp.
Amos 9:11-12). He warned that these new convemslgdhnot be

troubled, except that they should abstain from slipfractices

associated with their former way of life (19—20hely had enough
battles without unnecessary burdens being placed thgm by zealots
with questionable views.

The apostles prepared a letter outlining theseiplies and repudiating
the false teaching concerning circumcision and kegethe law of

Moses. They sent it with Paul and Barnabas to &e irethe church at
Antioch and other churches in Syria and Cilici&8<29). Judas and
Silas, two of the leaders in the Jerusalem chuetirmed to Antioch

with Paul and his company to give added suppdti¢acontents of the
letter (22,27).

Some who went out from us have troubled you witldsyainsettling
your souls ..(24).1f you are a new Christian, do not be surprised
when you meet with professing believers who will tuble you with
their words and who will unsettle your soul. These people may twist
the meaning of Scripture and want you to followirtipeculiar ideas.
They are doing the work of Satan to unsettle yaud.slf you have
been troubled by such people, talk to your pastotoca mature
Christian whom you love and respect. They will lped to help you.
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4 MARCH Acts 8:9-25

Your heart isnot right in the sight of God

There was a well-known sorcerer in Samaria nameth&iwho made
great claims for himself. He astonished the pewjlle his magic but
many who had been deceived by him came to faitbhnst through
Philip’s preaching. They were baptized and so wias8 who also
professed conversion. The sorcerer was amazedetthsemiracles
done through Philip’s ministry (9-13).

When the apostles who were at Jerusalem heardittiea®amaritans
had received the word of God, they sent Peter aiah do then{(14).
They prayed for the Samaritans that they mightiveate Holy Spirit
and Simon wanted this apostolic power. He tridatiioe Peter and John
to give him the power to bestow the Holy Spiritwhomever he laid
hands (15-18).

Peter rebuked Simon for imagining that the giftGdd could be
purchased with money. He told hiffpur heart is not right in the sight
of God’ (21). The apostle urged Simon to repent of hikedoess and
to pray to God for forgiveness. The sorcerer, fepdivine judgment,
asked Peter to pray to God that none of the thaigshich he had
spoken would come upon him (22-24). Peter and podached the
gospel in many Samaritan villages as they retutneterusalem (25;
cp. 1:8).

Simon had given up his sorcery but he still hanttexker powerHe
had believed the gospel message and had been bagtizout his
heart wasnot right in the sight of God. The most important thing in
all the world is for each of us to know that we aght with God, that
our sins are forgiven. Is your hedaght in the sight of Go#l Have you
repented of your sin and trusted in the Lord Jé&ssave you?

NB. Some Christians believe that verses 15-17ethat we should look for a
second experience, the Baptism of the Holy Sgoltowing conversion. If the
spectacular experiences recorded in Acts are talkkem as the norm for today, we
must also insist that tongues are recognisableukzyes (2:8-12).



5 MARCH Acts 8:26-40

Do you understand what you are reading?

The Lord directed Philip to leave Samaria and ga ttesert region
between Jerusalem and Gaza. The evangelist obegddhBugh it
may have seemed strange to him to leave behintvathgospel work
to go to a desert. The Lord was working howevethim heart of a
eunuch who held high office in the royal court e¢higpia (26). This
man had been to Jerusalem to worship and was megutome. He was
in his chariot reading Isaiah chapter 53 which pespes the death of
Christ in great detail. Philip went up to the nadhe prompting of the
Holy Spirit and asked himDo you understand what you are reading?’
He replied, How can | unless someone guides m(80-31).

We cannot be saved without understanding what tbhéBeaches
about salvationWhen the Holy Spirit works in the life of a sinner,
he works in his mind as well as in his heartYou will have noticed
the emphasis on preaching the Word in the minafttie apostles and
of Stephen and Philip. Many people go astray becthesy do not seek
to understand the teaching of Scripture, or thesndta church where
the Bible is not plainly and diligently taught.

Philip preached Jesuw the eunuch beginning with this passage of
Scripture (35). The suffering servant of whom Iegiaophesied is the
holy Son of God. He was despised, rejected, hutediand slain on
the cross to save sinners. Philip would have tah &bout Christ's
resurrection, of the need of repentance for hisasid faith in the
Saviour. As they were passing a pool of waterntlh@ asked Philip to
baptize him. After confessing his faith in Chrigt Wwas baptized and
went on his way rejoicing (36—39). Philip was mivdausly
transported by the Holy Spirit to Azotus ahd preached in all the
cities till he came to Caesargd0). Churches were being formed
throughout Israel and Samaria and the gospel waseog taken by a
Gentile to Ethiopia. The church was thriving, désgersecution.
When God works, who can hinder him?

26 MARCH Acts 15:1-12

We believe that through ... grace ... we shall be saved

We have already seen that Satan attacks the cframchthe outside
with persecution (eg. 8:1-3) and from within bylseg to destroy the
unity of the church (eg. 6:1). The devil will dd elat he can to rob us
of blessing. There is another instance here ottackafrom within the
church. Paul and Barnabas returned to the churémtadach in Syria
to reportall that God had done with the(h4:27) but trouble was not
far away. Men came from Judea insisting that Gehristians submit
to the rite of circumcision in order to be saved This caused a dispute
in the church which then decided to resolve thdier by sending a
delegation, led by Paul and Barnabas, to consaifhpiostles and elders
at Jerusalem (2).

News of Gentile conversions should have broughagjey to the
Jerusalem church just as it did to other believaus,t resulted in the
same dispute over circumcision that had taken pltaéatioch (4-7).
Some who had belonged to the Pharisees insisteG#rdile converts
be circumcised (5). Peter pointed out to them @ad had made no
distinction between Jewish and Gentile Christiagiging both the
Holy Spirit in the same way (8-9). He went on tg, &/ believe that
through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we dtmbBaved in the same
manner as they(11). Paul referred to his visit to Jerusalemiglétter
to the Galatians (Galatians 2:1-10). He describesst who insisted on
circumcision as being necessary for salvatioffaase brethren’'who
wanted to bring the new Christians into bondage lamdtood very
firmly against them (Galatians 2:3-5). He saw th&hing as a serious
threat tothe gospel of the grace of G@2D:24).

We are saved through grace alone and not by works eoeligious
ritual (Ephesians 2:8-9).This was the great issue at the Reformation
when many reformers laid down their lives ratherntltompromise
this vital truth. The church of Rome insists on kgsuch as penance,
observing certain church feasts and suffering ingatory for
salvation. Let us be determined to resist any comgse of the gospel.
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25 MARCH Acts 14:21-28

We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God

Paul always showed much love and prayerful intefi@sthose who
had been saved through his ministry. He hddep concern for all the
churches(2 Corinthians 11:28), having a self-sacrificingddor them
(1 Thessalonians 2:7-12). After considerable sicaePerbe, Paul
and Barnabas returned to those cities where thdysttiered much
persecution (21). They wanted to strengthen theipliss and to
encourage them to persevere in the face of suffeamd trial. They
exhorted them to continue in the faith, sayiivge must through many
tribulations enter the kingdom of Go(2). The wordtribulation’ in
the Greek carries the idea of ‘pressufi¢ie path to glory is far from
smooth! There are pressures from within such as remainmgasd
from without, such as satanic opposition and pertsae. Tribulation

is never comfortable, but it is necessaryTribulation produces
perseverance; and perseverance, chara¢mans 5:3-4). We are
strengthened by the testing of our faith.

Believe not those who say

The upward path is smooth,

Lest thou shouldst stumble in the way

And faint before the truth. (Anne Bronté).

Elders are essential for the well-being of the lataurch (to rule, to
teach, and to care for the members). Before ratgrto Antioch in
Syria, the apostles appointed elders in the newaltas (23; see
1 Timothy 3:1-7 for the qualifications of elderBaul was not satisfied
with evangelism alone. When churches were plahie#new that they
needed to have elders.

Paul and Barnabas arrived back in Antioch and teddo their ‘home’
churchall that God had done with them, and that he haenegl the
door of faith to the Gentile@7). They did not take personal credit for
their success but gave glory to God. It was whdtatedone with them
that mattered. We must always depend on the Loodinvork for him,
and magnify him when he is pleased to bless owueh
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6 MARCH Acts 9:1-9

Lord, what do you want me to do?

Saul of Tarsus was relentless in his mission ttrogs$he church (1-2;
cp. 7:58 to 8:3), but the more he persecuted Gdmistthe greater the
growth of the church. Christians were now to benfbin Damascus,
about one hundred and fifty miles to the northerudalem and Saul
was determined that they should be arrested andglroback to
Jerusalem for imprisonment. He was however, kickigginst a guilty
conscience (5). He reckoned without God’s sovereaigt gracious
purposes, and the arch-persecutor of the churchrbedts great
missionary. Saul and his party approached Damascosdday when
he was suddenly blinded by a dazzling light froraven (3; 22:6). The
risen Lord Jesus spoke to him, sayifgaul, Saul, why are you
persecuting meq4). Those who persecute believers persecuteiChri

God blinded Saul and humbled him so that he wastrembling with
fear and astonishment. He asked two questions:

*  ‘Who are you, Lord?({5). The risen Saviour answered htiram
Jesus, whom you are persecuting. It is hard fortgokick against the
goads.’Saul had been kicking against a guilty conscierigewas to
discover that Jesus is the holy Son of God (2@kep of in the Old
Testament Scriptures, who died to save sinnerscadeot be saved
unless we know who Jesus is, and why he camehptavbrld.

* ‘Lord, what do you want me to do@®; cp. 22:10)An evidence
of conversion to Christ is submission to his lordgp in our lives.
Jesus said that he was to go into Damascus whenetle be told
what he must do. Saul was to write some yearsvedtels,\We make it
our aim ... to be well pleasing to hig@ Corinthians 5:9). Those who
love the Lord Jesus will keep his commandmentsn(deghl5). Have
you submitted to the lordship of Christ in youeffThe Bible does not
teach that you can embrace Jesus as your Saviduatdime same time
reject him as your Lord.



7 MARCH Acts 9:10-19

Heisa chosen vessal of mine

Ananias is not to be confused with the man who pvasshed by God
for lying to the Holy Spirit (5:3). Paul later deeed him asa devout
man according to the law, having a good testimoitli all the Jews’
who dwelt at Damascus (22:12). Ananias should benaouragement
to us all. He was not an apostle or a church ledderhe was
wonderfully used by God to contact Saul and to grmm into
fellowship with the believers in Damascus.

The Lord came to Ananias in a vision, telling himtthe was to go to
a certain house and inquire fone called Saul of Tarsus, for behold,
he is praying.’'Saul had been told in a vision that he would bring
to lay hands on him so that he might receive lgbtsiAnanias voiced
his concern to the Lord, for he was aware that it had come to
Damascus on a mission of persecution (11-14). Tnd &aid to him,
‘Go, for he is a chosen vessel of mimgio was to suffer much for his
Saviour (15-16). Ananias found Saul and laid hammdkim so that he
would receive his sight and be filled with the H@pirit. He then
baptized him and the new Christian spent some wéakighe disciples
at Damascus (19).

Saul was a chosen vessel of God and Ananias toidbi(22:14). He
was to be used more than any other man in therpisfdhe church to
proclaim the gospel and to plant churches. All &tlans were chosen
by God to salvation before he made the world (Efres1:4-6;
2 Thessalonians 2:13; 1 Peter 1:2). Some mistakezllgve that the
doctrine of election is a hindrance to evangeli$hat is not so! This
wonderful doctrine is taught in the Bible and it asgreat
encouragement for us to preach the godgelone is too hard for
God to save. He may have many chosen vessels amtmgse who
presently appear to be indifferent or opposed to tb gospelLet us
pray with faith and expectation and persevere mamrk for the Lord!

24 MARCH Acts 14:8-20

Turn from these vain things to the living God

Some preachers rarely look at their congregatidgheysdeclare God’s
Word. They look at the wall, up to the ceiling awh at their Bible as
they preach. If you are a preacher or Sunday Sdkaoher, you must
look at those to whom you speak. At Lystra Paulaeat among his
listeners a man who was a cripple. He observedrian intently
(‘looking intently at him~ ESV) and sawhat he had faith to be healed
(8-9). True faith comes through hearing the Word@ofl (Romans
10:17) and so it was with the cripple (9). The maas wonderfully
healed but the people of Lystra responded to timaahei in the wrong
way. They hailed Paul and Barnabas as two of treeksgods come
down to themin the likeness of mefil1-13). Miracles do not
necessarily bring people to faith in Christ.

Greek legend has it that the gods, Zeus and Hefraled Jupiter and
Mercury by the Romans) had once visited the regibhystra. A
temple for the worship of Zeus had been erectéldea¢ntrance of the
city. There was great excitement when the priefeafs came to meet
Paul and Barnabas with garlands, and oxen to gatih them. The
people thought that they were having another frisih the gods. They
little realised that this was a far more importament. They were
hearing the messengers of the true and living Gbd.apostles were
very distressed at the blasphemous adulation afrthed. They ran in
among the people telling them that they were orgy ike themselves
and urged them tturn from these vain things to the living Gatio
created the universe (15jalse religion, materialism and sinful
pleasure-seeking are all vain and useless. When vepent, we must
renounce such things and turn from them to GodThis is no loss
when we gain Christ as our Saviour, Lord, Proteataf Friend.

Jews from Antioch and Iconium stirred up the croaghinst Paul.
Those who wanted to worship him earlier now stdmed His injuries
were so serious that they thought him to be deatidowas able to get
up and go into Lystra. The next day he travelleBDéobe (19-20).
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23 MARCH Acts 14:1-7

Therefore they stayed there a long time

Paul and Barnabas went on to Iconium which was tedexenty miles
south-east of Antioch. The pattern and the effetctiseir ministry were
similar to that in Antioch — preaching in the syogge, many
conversions among Gentiles as well as Jews, opposftom
unbelieving Jews whstirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their minds
against the brethre(il-2).

Notice the comment in verse 1 concerning the pregobf Paul and
Barnabas in the synagogtieey ... so spoke that a great multitude both
of the Jews and of the Greeks belieWatice that little wordso’ (the
English Standard Version translates this verse; tgoke in such a
way’). There was persuasion in their preaching asc¢haifenged their
hearers to think about their message (cp. 26:27—-B#jlical
Christianity is not a mindless exercise. It is passon based on facts.
Preachers must be persuaders!

How did the apostles react to opposition and sla(@)¢ They did not
give up, or ‘get up and goTherefore they stayed there a long time,
speaking boldly in the Lor@B). God blessed their preaching of the
word of his grace, confirming it with signs and wens. Hatred and
persecution did not deter the apostlabey stayed there a long time.
Paul and Barnabas only left Iconium when a violtempt was made
by their enemies to stone them. They moved on stmutlystra and
Derbe where they continued to preach the gosp&))(5—

We must not sink into despair when we encounter diiculties,
opposition, discouragement or setbacks in our workor the Lord,
but stay on unless God clearly directs us away frorthat sphere of
service.Let us not grow weary while doing good, for in deason we
shall reap if we do not lose heai®Galatians 6:9). We must expect
disappointments as well as blessingsthose who sow in tears shall
reap in joy(Psalm 126:5). Let us persevere. Faithful serinc@od’s
work is never in vain!
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8 MARCH Acts 9:20-31

But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles

The Jews at Damascus were amazed to find Saultprepm their
synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. They kravine had come
to persecute the infant church in their city butwes now proving to
them that Jesus is the Christ (the promised MegsTdiey turned on
him and plotted to kill him but the Christians arascus helped him
to escape over the city wall at night (20-25).

Saul returned to Jerusalem, but the Christiankah ¢ity treated him
with great suspicion. They could not bring themsslto believe that
he had really come to faith in Chri®ut Barnabas took him and
brought him to the apostlg27). We can take verse 27 in two ways:
either Saul testified of the Lord’s dealings witimhon the Damascus
road and how he had preached boldly at Damasdhe mame of Jesus,
or it was Barnabas who related these things taplosties. Saul began
to preach fearlessly in Jerusalem but the Heller(iGreek-speaking
Jews) attempted to kill him and he was sent tdhbise in Tarsus for
his own safety (29-30).

Five things are mentioned concerning the churcBgp (

» They had peace. The persecution eased and tledrliwere also
at peace between themselves.

* They were edified (built up). We cannot be edifiedere peace
between ourselves and love are absent (cp. Romdnk91l

1 Corinthians 8:1).

» They walked in the fear of the Lord.

» They walked in the comfort of the Holy Spirit.

*  They were multiplied.

Barnabas was a great encouragement to Saul (his mesans ‘son of
encouragement’). He was prepared to trust Saul whiegrs shunned
him because of fear. Barnabas encouraged the newectovho was
soon integrated into the life and witness of tharch. The ministry
of encouragement is essential if a church is to teiilt up. Let us at
all times seek to encourage one another.

9



9 MARCH Acts 9:32-43

Full of good works and charitable deeds

This chapter closes with an account of Peter’s stiyiin Lydda and
Joppa. The Christian communities in these placeg inaae been
established as a result of the ministry of Phillpwpreached in all the
cities between Azotus and Caesarea (Lydda and Jaygpaituated
between these two towns, 8:40; see map in notpage 4). The early
Christians were known &saints’or ‘disciples’(13,19,32,38,41). The
word ‘saint’ means ‘sanctified one’. A saint is one who hasbsst
apart to God. Every Christian is a saint and iseetgd to be holy and
to lead a life which pleases God (1 Corinthians 1:Peter 1:15-16).

We do not know whether or not Aeneas was a Chmistiaen he met
Peter, but he had been paralysed and bedriddezigbt years. Peter
did not claim that he was able to heal Aeneassaigtto him,Aeneas,
Jesus the Christ heals yo{84). He was instantly healed and many
turned to the Lord (34-35). Does the Lord Jesud tostay? The
answer is that he does heal, but miraculous phlikealing is the
exception rather than the rule. The ability to Heal sick through the
power of God was one te signs of an apost(@ Corinthians 12:12).

When the disciples at Joppa heard that the apBstier was in their
region, they urgently sent for him after the deatlone of their
number. The raising of Dorcas from the dead alsalted in many
believing on the Lord (42). She was a well-lovestesi in Christfull
of good works and charitable deg@$). Her practical Christianity and
compassion for those in need enhanced the witrfetbee @hurch at
Joppa (39). We may not see supernatural signs amdievs such as
were wrought in the time of the apostles but we lsafull of good
works and charitable deedSood works do not save us but they are
an essential evidence of true faith (James 2:14-2é&nd of the love
of God in our lives (1 John 3:17-18)Jesus saidlet your light so
shine before men, that they may see your good vemdglorify your
Father in heaven(Matthew 5:16).
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22 MARCH Acts 13:42-52

As many as had been appointed to eternal life believed

Paul's sermon made a great impact on many Jewpersklytes
(Gentiles who had embraced the Jewish faith). Tiodpwed the
apostles from the synagogue whersuaded them to continue in the
grace of God42-43). What does this mean? These people had bee
taught that they must adhere strictly to the resqugnts of Judaism to
be accepted by God — circumcision, observing vartoaly days and
ceremonial rites (cp. Colossians 2:16-17). Thesgs$ttould not bring
peace with God, however. The grace of God decliwaswe are not
saved through our own works but through the LosugeChrist who
died on the cross to save sinners. Paul and Basrnaimessed these
great truths upon their hearers. They must nevarmadepend on
religious rites for their salvation.

The following Sabbattglmost the whole city came together to hear the
word of God(44). We have already seen that Satan is not sastir
up opposition to the preaching of the gospel, &atl opposition often
comes from religious people. The greatest enenfi®aol’s ministry
were generally religious Jews (45-47). They stitedhe civic leaders
of Antioch to persecute the apostles who were thgrelled from the
region (50). Many Gentiles were saved in Antiocld &ime gospel
spread throughout the surrounding area (48—4%yelfre faithful to
God’s Word, and proclaim the gospel of God’s fred sovereign grace
to sinners, we must not be surprised to encourposition from
religious people who reject much of the Bible.

What is our confidence in evangelism? — That all dbod’s elect will
surely believe.In Antioch,as many as had been appointed to eternal
life believed48). All those whom God has chosen before he ntazle
world will surely be saved! (Ephesians 1:4; 2 Thdssians 2:13; 1
Peter 1:2). We must never resort to using gimmicksrder to reach
the lost. We do not depend upon ourselves but timoeovereign work

of the Holy Spirit as the Word of God is preachafthen God is pleased
to give blessing, those savaek filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit
even in the face of persecution (52).
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21 MARCH Acts 13:24-41
By him everyone who believesisjustified

Paul told his hearers that John the Baptist haplgpesl the way for the
coming of the Lord Jesus but that the rulers inskdem had rejected
Christ. His death and resurrection had been fatdiglthe prophets.
God had raised him from the dead and he was seerahy witnesses
on many occasions (27-31). The apostle continuegutie Old
Testament prophecies relating to Jesus (33-35)vantion to explain
that through the death of Jesus there is forgiverdssins and
justification:‘By him everyone who believes is justifi¢89).

Our sin renders us guilty in the sight of God sat thve are not right
with him. God cannot let us off and not punish arsdur sins because
he is righteous. How can he freely pardon us antane just? The
doctrine of justification shows how God has deathvthis problem
(Romans 3:24-26). We cannot be justified by the ¢dwloses (39).
Paul, writing later to the Galatian churches (whiatluded the church
at Antioch in Pisidia), statethat a man is not justified by the works of
the law but by faith in Jesus Chrigbalatians 2:16). We cannot be
saved through our own works.

What is justification? — ‘Justification is an act of God’s free grace,
wherein he pardoneth all our sins, and acceptets ugjhteous in his
sight, only for the righteousness of Christ imputeds, and received
by faith alone.” {VESTMINSTER SHORTER CATECHISM ‘To justify’ is

a legal term which means ‘to declare righteous’t €l is imputed to
Christ (put to his account) and his righteousnsssputed to us (put
to our account) — see Romans 4:3-5,22-25; 2 Caaim$h5:19-21.
The more we understand this great doctrine, the mar we will
appreciate the wonder and greatness of our salvatip and the
more we will love and magnify the Lord JesusJustification by faith
is the jubilee trumpet of the gospel because itlarms the gospel to
the poor and destitute whose only door of hope ®lt themselves in
total helplessness upon the grace and power ahtkogsness of the
Redeemer of the lostProfessor John Murray. ‘COLLECTED WRITINGS’,
VOLUME 2, page 217. Published by Banner of Truthsty.
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10 MARCH Acts 10:1-23

A memorial before God

The New Testament introduces us to several cemsif@oman army
officers commanding one hundred soldiers) and #reyall spoken of
favourably. One was commended by the Lord JesuBifogreat faith
(Matthew 8:5-13), another glorified God as he dasvltord Jesus die
(Luke 23:47), and the centurion Julitneated Paul kindlyf27:3).

Cornelius was a devout, God-fearing man, prayemid generous (2).
He was dissatisfied with Roman paganism and idplatrd he was
seeking God. The Lord sent an angel to Cornelius wsion to tell
him, “Your prayers and alms have come up for a membeébre God’
(4). God does take note of our prayers and kindig&sdsation is not by
works such as giving generously to the poor andy)e®r by religious
devotions, but we must not despise these thingeasthey are
motivated by a proud, hypocritical heart. We showddognise that
some who do these things are sincere seekersGdtkr\We must be
patient with them and show them the way of salvafimm the
Scriptures and encourage them to turn from theirteiChrist.
Cornelius was not yet a Christian but the Lord head his prayers
and approved of his compassion to the need§od told him to send
messengers to Peter who would tell him what he chugb—8).

The Lord was already preparing Peter through aomisio take the

message of salvation to Cornelius. When God comewfeter to eat
unclean animals, he was not willing to do so. TleedLrebuked him

telling him that what God had cleansed, he mustalbcommon. The

Lord repeated these words twice more before thetsti¢h its animals

was taken from his sight (9—-16). The Lord Jesusdmxmanded that
the gospel should be preached to all nations (P&jer had not come
to terms with preaching the gospel to the Gentsm the Jews
considered to be unclean. Even as he was wondetiag the vision

could mean the three men sent by Cornelius aravéue house where
he was staying. The Holy Spirit told Peter thatihd sent the men to
him and that he should go with them (17-20).

11



11 MARCH Acts 10:24-33

We are all present before God

The men sent by Cornelius stayed the night witleiPeho returned
with them to Caesarea the following day. They wareompanied by
six of the Christians from Joppa (23; cp. 11:12)r@lius had gathered
together his relatives and close friends to heaerHmut he was still
spiritually ignorant and he tried to worship thesite (24—-26).

Peter told Cornelius and his company about Goddirgs with him.
Many early Jewish Christians still held to theidgrejudices
concerning Gentiles (non-Jews) considering thebettunclean’. God
had told Peter in a vision to eat unclean animaild lae got the
message'God has shown me that | should not call any mammoon
or unclean’(28). Before receiving his vision, he would have
considered Romans to be unclean and he would heverentered the
house of Cornelius (28-29). The centurion then Rater of his own
vision and of the angel’s instructions to sendhion (30-32).

Cornelius and his company were eager and expeuwtaners of God’s
Word. He acknowledged that they were in the preseh&od saying,
‘We are all present before God to hear all the ggrcommanded you
by God’(33). These words are full of instruction for s we come
to worship each Lord’s Day remembering thatwe are all present
before God? Such an attitude will help bring a sense of awd an
adoration into our worship and it will cause usxpect God to speak
to us through the preaching of his Word.

Jesus, where’er thy people meet,

There they behold thy mercy seat:
Where’er they seek thee, thou art found,
And every place is hallowed ground.

Here may we prove the power of prayer,
To strengthen faith, and sweeten care;
To teach our faint desires to rise,
And bring all heaven before our eyes.
(William Cowper)
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20 MARCH Acts 13:13-23

According to the promise, God raised up for Israel a Saviour

Paul and Barnabas sailed from Paphos in Cyprus to ¢Pamphylia
(see map, page 20). When they arrived in Pergactwhiin what is in
now Turkey), John Mark, for whom they apparently tégh hopes,
left them and returned to Jerusalem. We are nargtiie reason for
John Mark’s decision but it is obvious from latereats that Paul
considered him to be very wrong in what he had dgs: cp.

15:38-39).

Paul and his companions travelled north from Peéogantioch in
Pisidia (14; not to be confused with Antioch ini&yrThey went to the
synagogue on the Sabbath day where the rulergth@aul to preach
and he challenged those who feared God to listerhed he had to say
(15-16). An evidence of the fear of God in ourdivea desire to listen
to God’s Word and to obey it.

The sermons recorded in the Book of Acts are rodteithe Old

Testament (eg. 2:16-36; 3:13-26; 7:1-53). Notiog Raul declared
the sovereignty of God:

* In his choice of Israel to be his people (17).

* In his deliverance of the Israelites from Egypt)(1

* In his destruction of the Canaanite nations asttidution of their

land to the people of Israel (19).

* In giving them judges and then King Saul (20-21).

* Inremoving Saul and raising up David as king (22)

* In fulfilling his promise to raise up a Savioldfrom this man’s
seed, according to the promise, God raised updwdl a Saviour —
Jesus.The promise of the Messiah from the family of Daweds

fulfilled in the Lord Jesus (23; cp. verse 32).

We need to know the Old Testament if we are to undstand the
New (cp. Luke 24:27,32,44-46YWe must see that the relationship of
the Old to the New is not that of law to grace ~fere is grace in the
Old as well as in the New, and law in the New all agin the Old —
but rather that of promise to fulfilment.” (Revndas Philip).
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19 MARCH Acts 13:4-12

Being astonished at the teaching of the Lord

Barnabas and Saul took John Mark as their assiatahbegan their
missionary work in Cyprus (4-5). They landed ata8a$ in eastern
Cyprus and preached in the Jewish synagogues. fhieaytravelled
through the island to Paphos. The only converseaonded in Cyprus
was that of Sergius Paulus the Roman proconsul, vated for
Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear the word af (@p Elymas, an
apostate Jew, a sorcerer and a false prophet, saaghrn the
proconsul away from the faith. Where men are hutgkynow God and
his Word, Satan is active, making sure that thereishortage of false
teachers to deceive them or to attempt to turn eay from the faith.

Elymas was struck with blindness at the comman8aafl (from now
on called ‘Paul’) and the procondoglieved, being astonished at the
teaching of the Lord8-12). The miracle had convinced him of a
superior power to that possessed by Elymas butentiat he was also
amazed by what he heaifdoes this same teaching fill you with a
sense of amazement, worship and grateful thanksging to God?

The work in Cyprus was not spectacular apart frbis one incident,
but we see the pattern for the ongoing missionamkwf Paul. There
was hostility and opposition to the preaching & gospel. We must
never forget that w
are engaged i
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12 MARCH Acts 10:34-43

God shows no partiality

Peter began his message to Cornelius and thosehwitloy telling
them thatGod shows no partialityGod accepts from every nation
those who work righteousness and who fear him (81-Salvation is
not restricted to certain races. Verse 35 coulanimunderstood to
teach that salvation can be obtained through gamétsabut that is not
so. The Bible plainly teaches that works of rightstess are not the
basis of our acceptance with God (Titus 3:4-5).aMeaccepted by
God only through the work of Christ in redempti&pbesians 1:6).
Cornelius was a devout, God-fearing man, but heleg¢o hear the
gospel and that is why the Lord sent Peter to eod had been
preparing this Gentile to receive the gospel ardi li®en working in
his heart long before the apostle came to him.

Prejudice is a hindrance to the work of the gospelWe must never
despise anyone because they are of a different ragestation in life
to ourselvesWe are all sinners and we all need to be savedgdsgel
is for all classes of people and for all rad8sd shows no partiality.
Let us seek to reach all kinds of people. God ni@ady be working
in the lives of those who seem unlikely to be sayedparing them to
receive the message of the gospel.

Peter’s preaching was Christ-centred. He preachsdsJasLord of
all’ (36) and reminded his hearers of the power andpassion of
Christ. 1t would appear from verse 37 that theyvkadout Jesus and
about the baptism of John. Peter told them thatsJead been crucified
but had risen from the dead. He had been seen loy ménesses
chosen by God, including Peter himself, who hadreand drank with
him after his resurrection. The risen Lord had canded the apostles
to preach to the people (38—41). What was theirsags? That Jesus
had beerordained by God to be Judge of the living and thaddThe
prophets had spoken of him, that whoever belietrast§) in him will
receive remission of sins (42—43). Have you trustettie Lord Jesus
to save you?

13



13 MARCH Acts 10:44-48

TheHoly Spirit fell upon all those who heard the word

As Peter was preachinthe Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard
the word(44). We have already seen that God gives his Bplyit to
all who trust in Christ and repent of their sinr@sius and his friends
received a similar experience to the apostles atdeest when the
Holy Spirit was poured out upon them (44-48; cpl3)L They spoke
with tongues and magnified God and this was aneead that they had
received the Holy Spirit. Not all Christians in tharly church spoke in
tongues and this experience was not the only eceleh the Holy
Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:30). The gift of tongueashnow ceased
(1 Corinthians 13:8) and any attempt to replicdte éxperiences
recorded in the book of Acts fall far short of gamilanguages.
Moreover, the Holy Spirit fell upon all without esgtion in such
visitations (44).

Why did God send the Holy Spirit in such a spedecmanner to the
household of Cornelius? The Jewish Christians wkeoewvith Peter
were'of the circumcision’ They were rigid in their ideas and could not
accept that Gentiles would be saved. Tiveye astonished ... because
the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured outleGentiles als¢45).
They could not forbid baptism to these Gentiles{48). This
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and the vision thter had received
earlier, prepared the way for Peter and the chtochccept Gentiles
into their fellowship.

The Holy Spirit still works when the word of God ispreached.He
convicts sinners, opening their minds and heartmtterstand and to
receive the message of the gospel. He bringsdigenners so that they
repent of their sin. He also works in the heartbalievers when they
hear the Word preached, bringing comfort, encouresge and rebuke.
Let us thank God for the ministry of the Holy Spand look to him to
work among us.
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18 MARCH Acts 13:1-4

They sent them away. So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit

The church at Antioch was established by Christiahe had been
driven from Jerusalem by persecution (11:19-2@&)pitame the base
for the missionary activity of the early church eltharacteristics of a
healthy fellowship were found among them. Theidkza were blessed
in their evangelistic work (11:20-24) and diligenttheir teaching
(11:26). The people were also generous in theingiy11:27-30).
Barnabas and Saul were among the recognised psopheteachers at
Antioch.

The word‘ministered’ (2) is not the more usual New Testament word
meaning ‘to serve’; it is translated from the Greedtd from which our
English word ‘liturgical’ is derived and is corrgctranslatedworship’

in the ESV. The word is also used to describe theskip of angels and
the Jewish priests (Hebrews 1:14; 10:11). We miugtys remember
that worship is first and foremost for God and f@t our own
enjoyment. | do not advocate dullness in worshipnbany believe that
worship is dead if it does not entertain them. Hoistaken they are!

The prophets and teachers at Antioch gave themsdtv&od in
worship and fasting. As they worshipped and fastieel, Holy Spirit
directed them to set aside as missionaries twdeirtnumber,
Barnabas and Saul. Fasting is a neglected diseiplithe church today
and we are the poorer for it. The church at Antiecs led by godly
men who fasted and prayed (3; cp. 14:23). Theyestisnsought the
Lord and they were brought into line with the mofdhe Holy Spirit.
They sent them away. So, being sent out by theSatif ... (3—4).

There are some important principles for missionarywork in these
verses.Though Barnabas and Saul were called to theirionssy
work by God, it was their local church that recaga that call. They
were also active in the leadership of the Antioblarch. Unproven
novices or those who are not already involved mvisg the Lord in
their local church should not be sent out as misaices. If we
disregard these biblical principles, we are askamgrouble.
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17 MARCH Acts 12:20-25

An angd of the Lord struck him

The people of Tyre and Sidon, who depended on Hieroslpplies of
grain, had fallen foul of his anger. They sueddeace and Herod set
a day for their delegation to appear before hine Kimg, resplendent
in his royal robes delivered a speech and the pespEking to gain his
favour, kept shoutingThe voice of a god and not of a ma(20-22).
Herod did nothing to prevent this blasphemous dituaAn angel of
the Lord struck him, because he did not give glor§god. And he was
eaten by worms and dig@3). The Jewish historian, Josephus,
confirms that Herod was struck with an excrucidgingainful disease
from which he died in August AD 44. This was fousmths after he had
killed James. No one who opposes God and his chuiitlescape
judgment.

Angels are a terror to the wicked (cp. 2 Kings 5913ut their ministry

is a great comfort to the child of God (11; cp.|Psa34:7; 91:11). God
created angels before he created Adam. They aretspngs, invisible

to the human eye except when God chooses to akote gee them.
They have immense strength (Psalm 103:20). Theynamestering
spirits sent forth to minister for those who willhierit salvation
(Hebrews 1:14)The angel of the@RD encamps all around those who
fear him, and delivers thefiPsalm 34:7). Peter found this to be true
in his own experience when he was rescued fronop(isl:5-10)The
angel of the bRDfed and encouraged the prophet Elijah when he fled
from wicked Jezebel (1 Kings 19:1-8).

The Bible does not teach that each person hagyke gnardian angel
but we do know that each child of God is watcheerdy many, many
angelsHe shall give his angels charge over you, to keepiy all your
ways(Psalm 91:11). Angels are present with the betieteen he dies.
The angels carried Lazarus to Abraham’s bosom (li6k22) and they
will gather up God’s people to meet the Lord Jesuhkis second
coming (Matthew 24:30-31 hristian, rejoice in your priceless
privileges and be encouraged. The Lord will neverdrsake you
(Hebrews 13:5) and his angels watch over you.
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14 MARCH Acts 11:1-18

God has also granted to the Gentiles repentance to life

The opening verses of this chapter describe theg tgasion that came
into the church with the admission of the GentilEse devil does not
need to attack the church from outside if he cam teapart from
within. On his return to Jerusalem, Peter wasedat give account and
to defend himself againgtose of the circumcision who contended with
him (2). These people were Jewish Christians who hididties in
accepting that Gentiles could be saved. They wegeyathat he had
kept company with Gentiles and that he had eatém them. He had
wisely taken some of the same persuasion to Caesgdre would be
able to confirm that the Holy Spirit had indeeddalupon Gentiles
(10:45).

Peter told them about his vision and of all thad happened at the
house of Cornelius (4-17). He reminded them that el given them
the Holy Spirit when they had believed on the Ldedus Christ and
that he had done the same for these Gentiles. sl det withstand
God by turning them away (17). Peter’s critics weilenced when
they heard these things and they glorified GodinsgyThen God has
also granted to the Gentiles repentance to l{fe8). God is very
gracious in giving us precious gifts. Though he pwnds all men to
repent (Acts 17:30), repentance is a gift whiclstneereignly bestows
(cp. 5:31).We would never have repented of our sin but for the
work of the Holy Spirit in our lives, bringing us to new birth. The
gift of repentance causes us to loathe our sitytio from it, to be
committed to Christ and to obey God’s holy Wordefédcan be no
genuine conversion to Christ without repentance.

Christian, think of all that God has done in yate.IThank him and
praise him for his great grace, and for the preegfts of repentance
and of the Holy Spirit.
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15 MARCH Acts 11:19-30

When he came and had seen the grace of God, he was glad

The persecution which arose with the martyrdom tefp&en had
scattered believers as far as Antioch in Syria 6800 miles or 480
kilometres to the north of Jerusalem) and Cypr@.(%ome of these
Christians were Greek-speaking Jews who had rdsttitheir
preaching to fellow-Jews. When they came to Antibolwvever, they
also preached the Lord Jesusthe Hellenistq20). These were
Greek-speaking Gentiles. We read ttegt hand of the Lord was with
them, and a great number believed and turned td_tird (21). ‘The
hand of the Lordis an expression that speaks of God’s almightygrow
(4:29-30; 13:11; cp. Exodus 3:20; 1 Peter 5:6).

When the church of Jerusalem heard of this greakwb God in
Antioch, they sent Barnabas to visit this new amiving Christian
church.When he came and had seen the grace of God, hglachsnd
encouraged them all that with purpose of heart thleguld continue
with the Lord(23). We may begin well, but the most importairidtfor
us is that we continue with the Lord and finishiwdlhen the hand of
the Lord is with us, it can be seen in our lived amthe life of the
church, and people are touched by his grace. Tibelso a godliness,
a zeal for the Lord and a great desire to pleaseshich dayDo others
see the grace of God in your life?

Barnabas’ ministry of encouragement is again dégcriin these
versesHe was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit andaittf (24). He
went to Tarsus to seek Saul, bringing him backribgkh. They began
to teach in Antioch, reaching a great many people their message.
The disciples were first called Christians in Achd26). There was a
‘Christ-likeness’ about them that was apparent ésambelievers.

Agabus came with other prophets from Jerusalemveauthed of
coming famine. The grace of God was seen in thparse of the
believers at Antioch who sent Barnabas and Saul wiits for the
Christians of Judea. Notice their generosity, egieing according to
his ability (27-30).
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But constant prayer was offered to God for him by the church

This chapter records two incidents involving an engf the Lord.
Herod (Agrippa 1) the king was an evil man. He \wagrandson of
Herod the Great, who had sought to murder the Uesls after the
visit of the wise men. Agrippa 1 was also a neploéwntipas, who
killed John the Baptist. He killed James, the beotf John, and seeing
that this pleased the Jews, he also had Petetedresth a view to
execution once the Passover was finished (2—4).

The church in Jerusalem was under siege and Petgiwprison.
Herod may have been told of Peter’'s miraculousmséem prison
some years earlier (Acts 5:17-24). Four squadswf $oldiers were
assigned to guard Peter round the clock. He waeethto two soldiers
and another two were guarding the prison doors J4H&manly
speaking, Peter was in an impossible situationestution seemed
certain.But constant prayer was offered to God for himtmy ¢hurch
(5). The health of any church is measured by ay@r meeting. If you
make no attempt to be at this vital meeting of yachurch, you despise
a precious opportunity to meet with God’s peopl®imthe throne of
grace.

An angel of the Lord came to the prison the nigétdoe Herod
intended to deal with Peter. The angel roused léepBs1g apostle and
he was miraculously released (6—11). Peter wetitddiouse of John
Mark where a prayer meeting was in progress. Thgipg Christians
could not at first bring themselves to believe thair prayers had been
so wonderfully answered (12—-1Do you come to God in prayer
expecting him to answer you or are you astonishedhen he does?

Why did the Lord bring about a miraculous releasdeter but not for
James? We do not know. We must always bow to Gaalereign

purposes. He knows what is best for us and fochigch. If he allows
us to die unexpectedly, we know that for the Crarstto be absent
from the body is to be present with the Lord (2i@thwans 5:8). James
went on ahead of Peter to be with his preciousdsavi
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