PILGRIM
BIBLE NOTES

God'’s holy Word simply explained and applied
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Bible readings from Acts chapters 7 to 16



1 MARCH Acts 7:44-53

Stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears

The Sanhedrin (the council of the leaders of tives)énad produced
false witnesses to accuse Stephen of speakingsaghia holy place
(the temple)and the law'(cp. 6:13-14). He responds here with a
guotation from the prophet Isaiah (49-50). The Lisifdr too great and
majestic to be confined to a building made by m@ad had been
present with his people long before the templelyesh built (44-46).

The Jews laid great stress on the importance ofetimple and upon
God’s law, which they did not keep (53). They itsison the rite of
circumcision which was given by God to Abrahaml@) Stephen told
them that they lacked the circumcision that reaibttered. They were
stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and eéhey laid great stress
on religious ritual while neglecting to see thagytmeeded to have a
work of God in their hearts (51; cp. Romans 2:28-Pbd sees our
hearts and we cannot deceive him with religiouss{faSamuel 16:7).

Those who were so antagonistic to Stephen werehide ancestors,
always resisting the Holy Spirit. He asked th&#hich of the prophets
did your fathers not persecutePheir forefathers had rejected Moses
and had persecuted the prophets who had foretelddming of the
Lord Jesus whom they had murdered (52). Stepherfacasy false
accusations, but he put his accusers in the dodkpaessed home
further charges against them. The law had beemdw®osedy the
direction of angel®ut they had not kept it (53).

One of the greatest enemies of true Christianity isrm of religion
which has plenty of outward show but which lacksand reality. Any
religion which refuses to submit itself to the rd&Scripture is
counterfeit. Many of the Jews professed to lovel#we of God, but
their profession was empty.is not good enough to pay lip-service
to truth. God requires us to live out his truth inour lives.

All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken
from the New King James Version. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas
Nelson Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.



2 MARCH Acts 7:54-60

Hefell asleep

The high priest and the Sanhedrin were cut to dagthbut they raged
rather than repented (54). Stephen was full ofttbly Spirit and his
gaze was not on his furious enemies but into heddesaw the glory

of Godand his precious Saviour. He was overwhelmed t\wha saw
and exclaimed that he was seeing heaven openetkangtanding at
the right hand of Go@55-56). Those who heard him cried out with a
loud voice and stopped their ears. They refusdsten any more to
God’s servant and they rushed at him, dragged hinofothe city and
stoned him to death (57-58).

Stephen was murdered outside Jerusalem as waaw®u§ and like
Jesus, he prayed for his murderers (60; cp. Luk&423He called upon
the Lord Jesus to receive his spirit dredfell asleemfter praying for
his enemiesDeath is not a dark abyss for the Christian! He fdb
asleep to wake up in the presence of his precioua\&our in heaven.
To die is to be with Christ. To be absent fromlely is to be present
with the Lord who will raise up our bodies whendmenes again at the
end of the age (Philippians 1:21-23; 2 Corinthfai8s 1 Corinthians
15:51-53; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-15).

We often wonder why it is that the Lord sometimaises a believer
while they are still young or engaged in a venytful and blessed
ministry. We have no answer except to say that (Squerfect in his
wisdom. He knows best and all his ways are fillathvuove for us.
Stephen’s prayer for his enemies was soon to lhregkly answered.
Those who stoned him laid down their clothes atféet of a young
man named Saul who encouraged them in their widked (58; 8:1).
Saul was to become the great apostle Paul who &xses to forget the
day that Stephen died (22:19-20). The Lord tooklsta but Saul was
to become the greatest missionary in the historthefchurchGod
does bring good out of adverse circumstances.



3 MARCH

Everywhere

Acts 8:1-8

preaching the word

Saul did not stop at consenting to the death gbltste. He alsonade
havoc of the churcbersecuting Christians with great zeal (1-3). The
outlook appeared to be very bleak for the churcheatisalem as its
members were imprisoned or scattered throughowaladd Samaria.
God overruled this great persecution, however. Thecattering of
the Christians led to the spread of the gospellhe persecuted
Christians did not give up in despair over the lokgroperty and
threats against their live$herefore those who were scattered went
everywhere preaching the wo(d). The word translated ‘preaching’
here means ‘evangelising’ or ‘witnessing to thedjoews’; (the other
word, meaning ‘proclamation’, is found in verse 5).

The enemies of Christ may have silenced StepheGbdtused his

fellow-deacon Philip to pr

each Christ in a Samaritaty. True

preaching always exalts Christ. The apostle Paotevsome years

later, ‘We do not preacl
ourselves, but Christ Jesy
the Lord’(2 Corinthians 4:5)
God also worked miracle
through Philip and there wa
great joy Iin that city.

You may not be called t¢
preach before great crowc
but you can share your fait
with others. Pray for you
relatives, friends, neighboul
and for those with whom yo
work. Look for opportunities
to bring them the gospe
God honoured those ear
believers and he will honou
you, if you are faithful.
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4 MARCH Acts 8:9-25

Your heart isnot right in the sight of God

There was a well-known sorcerer in Samaria nametw®who made
great claims for himself. He astonished the pewaplle his magic but
many who had been deceived by him came to faitbhrst through
Philip’s preaching. They were baptized and so wias8 who also
professed conversion. The sorcerer was amazecettheemiracles
done through Philip’s ministry (9-13).

When the apostles who were at Jerusalem heardttkabamaritans
had received the word of God, they sent Peter aah Jo then(14).
They prayed for the Samaritans that they mightivedde Holy Spirit
and Simon wanted this apostolic power. He tridatiioe Peter and John
to give him the power to bestow the Holy Spiritwwhomever he laid
hands (15-18).

Peter rebuked Simon for imagining that the giftGxdd could be
purchased with money. He told hifMour heart is not right in the sight
of God’(21). The apostle urged Simon to repent of hikedness and
to pray to God for forgiveness. The sorcerer, fepdivine judgment,
asked Peter to pray to God that none of the thafgshich he had
spoken would come upon him (22—-24). Peter and pobached the
gospel in many Samaritan villages as they retutoeberusalem (25;
cp. 1:8).

Simon had given up his sorcery but he still hankexieer powerHe
had believed the gospel message and had been baptiZout his
heart wasnot right in the sight of God. The most important thing in
all the world is for each of us to know that we aght with God, that
our sins are forgiven. Is your heaght in the sight of Go@l Have you
repented of your sin and trusted in the Lord Jésssive you?

NB. Some Christians believe that verses 15-17ethat we should look for a
second experience, the Baptism of the Holy Sgoltowing conversion. If the
spectacular experiences recorded in Acts are takam as the norm for today, we
must also insist that tongues are recognisableukges (2:8-12).



5 MARCH Acts 8:26-40

Do you understand what you are reading?

The Lord directed Philip to leave Samaria and ga ttesert region
between Jerusalem and Gaza. The evangelist obegyedh@ugh it
may have seemed strange to him to leave behindvanthgospel work
to go to a desert. The Lord was working howevethim heart of a
eunuch who held high office in the royal court ahigpia (26). This
man had been to Jerusalem to worship and was reguiome. He was
in his chariot reading Isaiah chapter 53 which pespes the death of
Christ in great detail. Philip went up to the nadthe prompting of the
Holy Spirit and asked himDo you understand what you are reading?’
He replied, How can | unless someone guides n{80-31).

We cannot be saved without understanding what th&Beaches
about salvationWhen the Holy Spirit works in the life of a sinner,
he works in his mind as well as in his heartYyou will have noticed
the emphasis on preaching the Word in the minitthe apostles and
of Stephen and Philip. Many people go astray becthey do not seek
to understand the teaching of Scripture, or thegndta church where
the Bible is not plainly and diligently taught.

Philip preached Jesu® the eunuch beginning with this passage of
Scripture (35). The suffering servant of whom Iagiaophesied is the
holy Son of God. He was despised, rejected, hutediand slain on
the cross to save sinners. Philip would have taal dbout Christ’s
resurrection, of the need of repentance for hisasid faith in the
Saviour. As they were passing a pool of waterntiae asked Philip to
baptize him. After confessing his faith in Chrigt Wwas baptized and
went on his way rejoicing (36-39). Philip was mivdzusly
transported by the Holy Spirit to Azotus ahd preached in all the
cities till he came to Caesardd40). Churches were being formed
throughout Israel and Samaria and the gospel wadermng taken by a
Gentile to Ethiopia. The church was thriving, déspersecution.
When God works, who can hinder him?



6 MARCH Acts 9:1-9

Lord, what do you want me to do?

Saul of Tarsus was relentless in his mission térogshe church (1-2;
cp. 7:58 to 8:3), but the more he persecuted Gdunstthe greater the
growth of the church. Christians were now to benfbin Damascus,
about one hundred and fifty miles to the northerudalem and Saul
was determined that they should be arrested andgimoback to
Jerusalem for imprisonment. He was however, kickigginst a guilty
conscience (5). He reckoned without God’s sovere@iga gracious
purposes, and the arch-persecutor of the churchrbedts great
missionary. Saul and his party approached Damascusdday when
he was suddenly blinded by a dazzling light froraven (3; 22:6). The
risen Lord Jesus spoke to him, sayiffgaul, Saul, why are you
persecuting meq4). Those who persecute believers persecuteiChri

God blinded Saul and humbled him so that he wastrembling with
fear and astonishment. He asked two questions:

* ‘Who are you, Lord?{5). The risen Saviour answered hiirgm
Jesus, whom you are persecuting. It is hard fortgokick against the
goads.’Saul had been kicking against a guilty conscierlgewas to
discover that Jesus is the holy Son of God (2@keap of in the Old
Testament Scriptures, who died to save sinnerscaiaot be saved
unless we know who Jesus is, and why he camehetworld.

 ‘Lord, what do you want me to do{®; cp. 22:10)An evidence
of conversion to Christ is submission to his lordgp in our lives.
Jesus said that he was to go into Damascus whenetle be told
what he must do. Saul was to write some yearsvedtels,\We make it
our aim ... to be well pleasing to hifad Corinthians 5:9). Those who
love the Lord Jesus will keep his commandmentsn(deghl5). Have
you submitted to the lordship of Christ in youef#fThe Bible does not
teach that you can embrace Jesus as your Saviduat dme same time
reject him as your Lord.



7 MARCH Acts 9:10-19

Heis a chosen vessel of mine

Ananias is not to be confused with the man who pvasshed by God
for lying to the Holy Spirit (5:3). Paul later deted him asa devout
man according to the law, having a good testimortiy all the Jews’
who dwelt at Damascus (22:12). Ananias should bengouragement
to us all. He was not an apostle or a church ledddrhe was
wonderfully used by God to contact Saul and to grimm into
fellowship with the believers in Damascus.

The Lord came to Ananias in a vision, telling himtthe was to go to
a certain house and inquire fone called Saul of Tarsus, for behold,
he is praying.'Saul had been told in a vision that he would baing
to lay hands on him so that he might receive lghtsiAnanias voiced
his concern to the Lord, for he was aware that i had come to
Damascus on a mission of persecution (11-14). Tnd gaid to him,
‘Go, for he is a chosen vessel of mimgio was to suffer much for his
Saviour (15-16). Ananias found Saul and laid hawdkim so that he
would receive his sight and be filled with the H@pirit. He then
baptized him and the new Christian spent some wélghe disciples
at Damascus (19).

Saul was a chosen vessel of God and Ananias toldsbi(22:14). He
was to be used more than any other man in therhisfdhe church to
proclaim the gospel and to plant churches. All &fans were chosen
by God to salvation before he made the world (E#res 1:4-6;
2 Thessalonians 2:13; 1 Peter 1:2). Some mistakezllgve that the
doctrine of election is a hindrance to evangeli$hmat is not so! This
wonderful doctrine is taught in the Bible and it asgreat
encouragement for us to preach the goddelone is too hard for
God to save. He may have many chosen vessels amtrase who
presently appear to be indifferent or opposed to tb gospelLet us
pray with faith and expectation and persevere mamrk for the Lord!



8 MARCH Acts 9:20-31

But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles

The Jews at Damascus were amazed to find Saullpneam their
synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. They #rsvine had come
to persecute the infant church in their city butwses now proving to
them that Jesus is the Christ (the promised Meksldiey turned on
him and plotted to kill him but the Christians arascus helped him
to escape over the city wall at night (20-25).

Saul returned to Jerusalem, but the Christiankan ¢ity treated him
with great suspicion. They could not bring themeslto believe that
he had really come to faith in Chri®ut Barnabas took him and
brought him to the apostl€27). We can take verse 27 in two ways:
either Saul testified of the Lord’s dealings wiimhon the Damascus
road and how he had preached boldly at Damasd¢he imlame of Jesus,
or it was Barnabas who related these things taplostles. Saul began
to preach fearlessly in Jerusalem but the Hellsr{iGreek-speaking
Jews) attempted to kill him and he was sent tdhbmmse in Tarsus for
his own safety (29-30).

Five things are mentioned concerning the churcBgk (

 They had peace. The persecution eased and tleedmsliwere also
at peace between themselves.

« They were edified (built up). We cannot be edifigdere peace
between ourselves and love are absent (cp. Romdnk9l

1 Corinthians 8:1).

 They walked in the fear of the Lord.

« They walked in the comfort of the Holy Spirit.

 They were multiplied.

Barnabas was a great encouragement to Saul (his maans ‘son of
encouragement’). He was prepared to trust Saul wkieers shunned
him because of fear. Barnabas encouraged the nevedovho was
soon integrated into the life and witness of tharch. The ministry
of encouragement is essential if a church is to Hmiilt up. Let us at
all times seek to encourage one another.

9



9 MARCH Acts 9:32-43

Full of good works and charitable deeds

This chapter closes with an account of Peter’s stiyiin Lydda and
Joppa. The Christian communities in these placeg maae been
established as a result of the ministry of Phillppwreached in all the
cities between Azotus and Caesarea (Lydda and Jaygpaituated
between these two towns, 8:40; see map in notpade 4). The early
Christians were known asaints’or ‘disciples’(13,19,32,38,41). The
word ‘saint’ means ‘sanctified one’. A saint is one who hasbss

apart to God. Every Christian is a saint and iseetgd to be holy and
to lead a life which pleases God (1 Corinthians 1:Peter 1:15-16).

We do not know whether or not Aeneas was a Chnistiben he met
Peter, but he had been paralysed and bedriddezigbt years. Peter
did not claim that he was able to heal Aeneassaigtto him;Aeneas,
Jesus the Christ heals yoiB4). He was instantly healed and many
turned to the Lord (34-35). Does the Lord Jesus togly? The
answer is that he does heal, but miraculous phlykealing is the
exception rather than the rule. The ability to heal sick through the
power of God was one tfie signs of an apost(@ Corinthians 12:12).

When the disciples at Joppa heard that the apBstier was in their
region, they urgently sent for him after the deattone of their
number. The raising of Dorcas from the dead alsalted in many
believing on the Lord (42). She was a well-lovestesi in Christfull
of good works and charitable deg@®$). Her practical Christianity and
compassion for those in need enhanced the witrfef® @hurch at
Joppa (39). We may not see supernatural signs andlevs such as
were wrought in the time of the apostles but we loafull of good
works and charitable deedSood works do not save us but they are
an essential evidence of true faith (James 2:14-2éhd of the love
of God in our lives (1 John 3:17-18)Jesus saidLet your light so
shine before men, that they may see your good vemtkg)lorify your
Father in heaven(Matthew 5:16).

10



10 MARCH Acts 10:1-23

A memorial before God

The New Testament introduces us to several cemsifi@oman army
officers commanding one hundred soldiers) and #reyall spoken of
favourably. One was commended by the Lord Jesusisogreat faith
(Matthew 8:5-13), another glorified God as he dasvltord Jesus die
(Luke 23:47), and the centurion Juliwsated Paul kindly27:3).

Cornelius was a devout, God-fearing man, prayexfial generous (2).
He was dissatisfied with Roman paganism and idplatd he was
seeking God. The Lord sent an angel to Cornelius wsion to tell
him, “Your prayers and alms have come up for a memobeébre God’
(4). God does take note of our prayers and kindr&zsdsgation is not by
works such as giving generously to the poor andye®r by religious
devotions, but we must not despise these thingeasthey are
motivated by a proud, hypocritical heart. We shouddognise that
some who do these things are sincere seekers@Gdtkr\We must be
patient with them and show them the way of salvafilmm the
Scriptures and encourage them to turn from theirtei Christ.
Cornelius was not yet a Christian but the Lord head his prayers
and approved of his compassion to the need§od told him to send
messengers to Peter who would tell him what he ©ohu$5—8).

The Lord was already preparing Peter through amisio take the

message of salvation to Cornelius. When God comethReéter to eat
unclean animals, he was not willing to do so. TledLrebuked him

telling him that what God had cleansed, he mustalbcommon. The

Lord repeated these words twice more before thetstiéh its animals

was taken from his sight (9—16). The Lord Jesusdmwmanded that
the gospel should be preached to all nations (P&er had not come
to terms with preaching the gospel to the Gentivbem the Jews
considered to be unclean. Even as he was wondeftiag) the vision

could mean the three men sent by Cornelius aravdéae house where
he was staying. The Holy Spirit told Peter thabhd sent the men to
him and that he should go with them (17-20).

11



11 MARCH Acts 10:24-33

We are all present before God

The men sent by Cornelius stayed the night witleiPeho returned
with them to Caesarea the following day. They wareompanied by
six of the Christians from Joppa (23; cp. 11:12rlius had gathered
together his relatives and close friends to he&erHmut he was still
spiritually ignorant and he tried to worship th@site (24—-26).

Peter told Cornelius and his company about Godddirgs with him.
Many early Jewish Christians still held to theidgirejudices
concerning Gentiles (non-Jews) considering thebettunclean’. God
had told Peter in a vision to eat unclean animaild ke got the
messageGod has shown me that | should not call any mammon
or unclean’(28). Before receiving his vision, he would have
considered Romans to be unclean and he would hewerentered the
house of Cornelius (28-29). The centurion then Réter of his own
vision and of the angel’s instructions to sendHion (30-32).

Cornelius and his company were eager and expdotanérs of God’s
Word. He acknowledged that they were in the presefi¢sod saying,
‘We are all present before God to hear all the gfarcommanded you
by God’(33). These words are full of instruction for i® we come
to worship each Lord’s Day remembering thatwe are all present
before God? Such an attitude will help bring a sense of awd an
adoration into our worship and it will cause uexpect God to speak
to us through the preaching of his Word.

Jesus, where’er thy people meet,

There they behold thy mercy seat:
Where’er they seek thee, thou art found,
And every place is hallowed ground.

Here may we prove the power of prayer,
To strengthen faith, and sweeten care;
To teach our faint desires to rise,
And bring all heaven before our eyes.
(William Cowper)

12



12 MARCH Acts 10:34-43

God shows no partiality

Peter began his message to Cornelius and thosehuathby telling
them thatGod shows no partialityGod accepts from every nation
those who work righteousness and who fear him (BX1-Salvation is
not restricted to certain races. Verse 35 couldnisuinderstood to
teach that salvation can be obtained through gam#s\but that is not
so. The Bible plainly teaches that works of righigtess are not the
basis of our acceptance with God (Titus 3:4-5).aMeaccepted by
God only through the work of Christ in redemptidpbesians 1:6).
Cornelius was a devout, God-fearing man, but heleg¢¢o hear the
gospel and that is why the Lord sent Peter to Hbod had been
preparing this Gentile to receive the gospel amd been working in
his heart long before the apostle came to him.

Prejudice is a hindrance to the work of the gospeliVe must never
despise anyone because they are of a different ragestation in life
to ourselvesWe are all sinners and we all need to be savedgdsgeel
is for all classes of people and for all rad8ed shows no partiality.
Let us seek to reach all kinds of people. God niiagady be working
in the lives of those who seem unlikely to be sapedparing them to
receive the message of the gospel.

Peter’s preaching was Christ-centred. He preachsdsJaslord of
all’ (36) and reminded his hearers of the power andpession of
Christ. It would appear from verse 37 that theyvkadout Jesus and
about the baptism of John. Peter told them thaisJlesd been crucified
but had risen from the dead. He had been seen Iny mvenesses
chosen by God, including Peter himself, who hadreahd drank with
him after his resurrection. The risen Lord had canded the apostles
to preach to the people (38—41). What was theirsags? That Jesus
had beerordained by God to be Judge of the living and thaddThe
prophets had spoken of him, that whoever belietrast§) in him will
receive remission of sins (42-43). Have you trustethe Lord Jesus
to save you?

13



13 MARCH Acts 10:44-48

The Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the word

As Peter was preachinthe Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard
the word(44). We have already seen that God gives his Bplyit to
all who trust in Christ and repent of their sin.r@ius and his friends
received a similar experience to the apostles atdéest when the
Holy Spirit was poured out upon them (44-48; cpl%l They spoke
with tongues and magnified God and this was aneewd that they had
received the Holy Spirit. Not all Christians in th&ly church spoke in
tongues and this experience was not the only ecel@f the Holy
Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:30). The gift of tongueashnow ceased
(1 Corinthians 13:8) and any attempt to replicdie éxperiences
recorded in the book of Acts fall far short of gamilanguages.
Moreover, the Holy Spirit fell upon all without esgtion in such
visitations (44).

Why did God send the Holy Spirit in such a spedtcmanner to the
household of Cornelius? The Jewish Christians wlkoewvith Peter
were‘of the circumcision’They were rigid in their ideas and could not
accept that Gentiles would be saved. Thweye astonished ... because
the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured outlmGentiles als¢45).
They could not forbid baptism to these GentilesH{43). This
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and the vision tiReter had received
earlier, prepared the way for Peter and the chtodccept Gentiles
into their fellowship.

The Holy Spirit still works when the word of God ispreached.He
convicts sinners, opening their minds and heartstterstand and to
receive the message of the gospel. He bringsdigeniners so that they
repent of their sin. He also works in the heartbalievers when they
hear the Word preached, bringing comfort, encoureaye and rebuke.
Let us thank God for the ministry of the Holy Spand look to him to
work among us.

14



14 MARCH Acts 11:1-18

God has also granted to the Gentiles repentanceto life

The opening verses of this chapter describe thegt ¢ggasion that came
into the church with the admission of the Gentildse devil does not
need to attack the church from outside if he cam teapart from
within. On his return to Jerusalem, Peter waseddth give account and
to defend himself againgtose of the circumcision who contended with
him (2). These people were Jewish Christians who htidudiies in
accepting that Gentiles could be saved. They wegeyathat he had
kept company with Gentiles and that he had eatém them. He had
wisely taken some of the same persuasion to Caesgdre would be
able to confirm that the Holy Spirit had indeeddalupon Gentiles
(10:45).

Peter told them about his vision and of all thad happened at the
house of Cornelius (4-17). He reminded them that el given them
the Holy Spirit when they had believed on the Ldesus Christ and
that he had done the same for these Gentiles. kel dat withstand
God by turning them away (17). Peter’s critics wgitenced when
they heard these things and they glorified GodinggyThen God has
also granted to the Gentiles repentance to I{fe8). God is very
gracious in giving us precious gifts. Though he o@nds all men to
repent (Acts 17:30), repentance is a gift whiclsdneereignly bestows
(cp. 5:31).We would never have repented of our sin but for the
work of the Holy Spirit in our lives, bringing us to new birth. The
gift of repentance causes us to loathe our sityrio from it, to be
committed to Christ and to obey God’s holy Wordetidhcan be no
genuine conversion to Christ without repentance.

Christian, think of all that God has done in yate.IThank him and
praise him for his great grace, and for the preelgifts of repentance
and of the Holy Spirit.
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15 MARCH Acts 11:19-30

When he came and had seen the grace of God, he was glad

The persecution which arose with the martyrdom t@p8en had
scattered believers as far as Antioch in Syria 6380 miles or 480
kilometres to the north of Jerusalem) and Cypr@3.(®ome of these
Christians were Greek-speaking Jews who had rdastitheir
preaching to fellow-Jews. When they came to Antibolwvever, they
also preached the Lord Jesusthe Hellenist§20). These were
Greek-speaking Gentiles. We read tthet hand of the Lord was with
them, and a great number believed and turned td_tdvd (21). ‘The
hand of the Lordis an expression that speaks of God’s almightygsow
(4:29-30; 13:11; cp. Exodus 3:20; 1 Peter 5:6).

When the church of Jerusalem heard of this greakwb God in
Antioch, they sent Barnabas to visit this new dmiving Christian
church.When he came and had seen the grace of God, hglachsnd
encouraged them all that with purpose of heart thleguld continue
with the Lord(23). We may begin well, but the most importaimigtfor
us is that we continue with the Lord and finishiw@lhen the hand of
the Lord is with us, it can be seen in our lived amthe life of the
church, and people are touched by his grace. Tiha&iso a godliness,
a zeal for the Lord and a great desire to pleaseshich dayDo others
see the grace of God in your life?

Barnabas’ ministry of encouragement is again dégckiin these
versesHe was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit andeaaitf (24). He
went to Tarsus to seek Saul, bringing him backrttgkh. They began
to teach in Antioch, reaching a great many peojple their message.
The disciples were first called Christians in Aohd26). There was a
‘Christ-likeness’ about them that was apparent égambelievers.

Agabus came with other prophets from Jerusalemvearthed of
coming famine. The grace of God was seen in thporse of the
believers at Antioch who sent Barnabas and Saul giifts for the
Christians of Judea. Notice their generosity, egieing according to
his ability (27-30).
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16 MARCH Acts 12:1-19

But constant prayer was offered to God for him by the church

This chapter records two incidents involving an &ngf the Lord.
Herod (Agrippa 1) the king was an evil man. He wagandson of
Herod the Great, who had sought to murder the Uesiis after the
visit of the wise men. Agrippa 1 was also a nepleéwntipas, who
killed John the Baptist. He killed James, the beothf John, and seeing
that this pleased the Jews, he also had Petetedresth a view to
execution once the Passover was finished (2—4).

The church in Jerusalem was under siege and P&®imprison.
Herod may have been told of Peter’'s miraculouspsdéam prison
some years earlier (Acts 5:17-24). Four squadswf $oldiers were
assigned to guard Peter round the clock. He was&th#o two soldiers
and another two were guarding the prison doors J4HGmanly
speaking, Peter was in an impossible situationexstution seemed
certain.But constant prayer was offered to God for himhmy ¢hurch
(5). The health of any church is measured by aygr meeting. If you
make no attempt to be at this vital meeting of yadurrch, you despise
a precious opportunity to meet with God'’s peopl®imethe throne of
grace.

An angel of the Lord came to the prison the nigétdre Herod
intended to deal with Peter. The angel roused l¢epsg apostle and
he was miraculously released (6—11). Peter wetiteédiouse of John
Mark where a prayer meeting was in progress. Thgipg Christians
could not at first bring themselves to believe thair prayers had been
so wonderfully answered (12-1Do you come to God in prayer
expecting him to answer you or are you astonishedhen he does?

Why did the Lord bring about a miraculous releasdeter but not for
James? We do not know. We must always bow to Gealereign
purposes. He knows what is best for us and foctnsch. If he allows
us to die unexpectedly, we know that for the Clarstto be absent
from the body is to be present with the Lord (2i@ttwans 5:8). James
went on ahead of Peter to be with his preciousdsavi
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17 MARCH Acts 12:20-25

An angd of the Lord struck him

The people of Tyre and Sidon, who depended on Hieroslipplies of
grain, had fallen foul of his anger. They sueddeace and Herod set
a day for their delegation to appear before hine Kimg, resplendent
in his royal robes delivered a speech and the pesp&king to gain his
favour, kept shoutingThe voice of a god and not of a ma(R0-22).
Herod did nothing to prevent this blasphemous dimaAn angel of
the Lord struck him, because he did not give glor§god. And he was
eaten by worms and dig@3). The Jewish historian, Josephus,
confirms that Herod was struck with an excrucidsinmainful disease
from which he died in August AD 44. This was fousmths after he had
killed James. No one who opposes God and his chuiitlescape
judgment.

Angels are a terror to the wicked (cp. 2 Kings B9 13ut their ministry

is a great comfort to the child of God (11; cp.lPsa34:7; 91:11). God
created angels before he created Adam. They arelsngs, invisible

to the human eye except when God chooses to akotw gee them.
They have immense strength (Psalm 103:20). Theynamestering
spirits sent forth to minister for those who wihhierit salvation
(Hebrews 1:14)The angel of the@RD encamps all around those who
fear him, and delivers thefPsalm 34:7). Peter found this to be true
in his own experience when he was rescued fronp(isl:5-10)The
angel of the DRDfed and encouraged the prophet Elijah when he fled
from wicked Jezebel (1 Kings 19:1-8).

The Bible does not teach that each person hagybe gjnardian angel
but we do know that each child of God is watcheerdoy many, many
angelsHe shall give his angels charge over you, to keepiy all your
ways(Psalm 91:11). Angels are present with the beliedeen he dies.
The angels carried Lazarus to Abraham’s bosom (lL&k22) and they
will gather up God’s people to meet the Lord Jeauhis second
coming (Matthew 24:30-31X hristian, rejoice in your priceless
privileges and be encouraged. The Lord will neverdrsake you
(Hebrews 13:5) and his angels watch over you.
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18 MARCH Acts 13:1-4

They sent them away. So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit

The church at Antioch was established by Christihs had been
driven from Jerusalem by persecution (11:19-28)etame the base
for the missionary activity of the early church.eltharacteristics of a
healthy fellowship were found among them. Theidkys were blessed
in their evangelistic work (11:20-24) and diligenttheir teaching
(11:26). The people were also generous in theingiy11:27-30).
Barnabas and Saul were among the recognised peogieteachers at
Antioch.

The word‘'ministered’ (2) is not the more usual New Testament word
meaning ‘to serve’; itis translated from the Gresded from which our
English word ‘liturgical’ is derived and is corrgctranslatedworship’

in the ESV. The word is also used to describe theskip of angels and
the Jewish priests (Hebrews 1:14; 10:11). We miugtyess remember
that worship is first and foremost for God and hat our own
enjoyment. | do not advocate dullness in worshipgnany believe that
worship is dead if it does not entertain them. Hoistaken they are!

The prophets and teachers at Antioch gave themsdtv&od in
worship and fasting. As they worshipped and fastieel,Holy Spirit
directed them to set aside as missionaries twdeirtnumber,
Barnabas and Saul. Fasting is a neglected diseiplithe church today
and we are the poorer for it. The church at Antiaas led by godly
men who fasted and prayed (3; cp. 14:23). TheyesHgnsought the
Lord and they were brought into line with the mafdhe Holy Spirit.
They sent them away. So, being sent out by theSati ... (3—4).

There are some important principles for missionarywork in these
verses.Though Barnabas and Saul were called to theirionssy
work by God, it was their local church that recagui that call. They
were also active in the leadership of the Antioblarch. Unproven
novices or those who are not already involved iwisg the Lord in
their local church should not be sent out as misarees. If we
disregard these biblical principles, we are askangrouble.
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19 MARCH Acts 13:4-12

Being astonished at the teaching of the Lord

Barnabas and Saul took John Mark as their assiatahbegan their
missionary work in Cyprus (4-5). They landed ata8as$ in eastern
Cyprus and preached in the Jewish synagogues. thieeytravelled
through the island to Paphos. The only converseaonded in Cyprus
was that of Sergius Paulus the Roman proconsul, edtied for
Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear the word af (Gp Elymas, an
apostate Jew, a sorcerer and a false prophet, saaghrn the
proconsul away from the faith. Where men are hutgkpow God and
his Word, Satan is active, making sure that thereishortage of false
teachers to deceive them or to attempt to turn #neay from the faith.

Elymas was struck with blindness at the comman8aafl (from now
on called ‘Paul’) and the proconsglieved, being astonished at the
teaching of the Lord8-12). The miracle had convinced him of a
superior power to that possessed by Elymas butentiat he was also
amazed by what he heaildoes this same teaching fill you with a
sense of amazement, worship and grateful thanksgng to God?

The work in Cyprus was not spectacular apart froism dne incident,
but we see the pattern for the ongoing missionamkwf Paul. There
was hostility and opposition to the preaching & gospel. We must
never forget that we
are engaged |

Paul’s First Missionary Journey — Acts 13 & 14

spiritual warfare (4 & @
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20 MARCH Acts 13:13-23

According to the promise, God raised up for | srael a Saviour

Paul and Barnabas sailed from Paphos in Cyprus to d?amphylia
(see map, page 20). When they arrived in Pergacfwiiin what is in
now Turkey), John Mark, for whom they apparently légh hopes,
left them and returned to Jerusalem. We are nargiiie reason for
John Mark’s decision but it is obvious from lateteats that Paul
considered him to be very wrong in what he had d@ifs cp.

15:38-39).

Paul and his companions travelled north from Péogantioch in
Pisidia (14; not to be confused with Antioch in i&yrThey went to the
synagogue on the Sabbath day where the rulergthiAtul to preach
and he challenged those who feared God to listarhgd he had to say
(15-16). An evidence of the fear of God in ourdivea desire to listen
to God’s Word and to obey it.

The sermons recorded in the Book of Acts are roatetthe Old

Testament (eg. 2:16-36; 3:13-26; 7:1-53). Notiog Raul declared
the sovereignty of God:

* In his choice of Israel to be his people (17).

* In his deliverance of the Israelites from Egypt)(1

* In his destruction of the Canaanite nations astfidution of their

land to the people of Israel (19).

* In giving them judges and then King Saul (20-21).

* Inremoving Saul and raising up David as king (22)

* In fulfilling his promise to raise up a Saviotifrom this man’s
seed, according to the promise, God raised updoadl a Saviour —
Jesus.The promise of the Messiah from the family of Daweds

fulfilled in the Lord Jesus (23; cp. verse 32).

We need to know the Old Testament if we are to undstand the
New (cp. Luke 24:27,32,44-46YWe must see that the relationship of
the Old to the New is not that of law to grace ~there is grace in the
Old as well as in the New, and law in the New ali agin the Old —
but rather that of promise to fulfiiment.” (Revndas Philip).

21



21 MARCH Acts 13:24-41
By him everyone who believesisjustified

Paul told his hearers that John the Baptist haplgoesl the way for the
coming of the Lord Jesus but that the rulers iniseEem had rejected
Christ. His death and resurrection had been fatdiglthe prophets.
God had raised him from the dead and he was searahy withesses
on many occasions (27-31). The apostle continuegutde Old
Testament prophecies relating to Jesus (33-35)vantion to explain
that through the death of Jesus there is forgiverdssins and
justification: ‘By him everyone who believes is justifi€8o).

Our sin renders us guilty in the sight of God sat tlve are not right
with him. God cannot let us off and not punish arsdur sins because
he is righteous. How can he freely pardon us anthne just? The
doctrine of justification shows how God has deathwhis problem
(Romans 3:24-26). We cannot be justified by the ¢dwWloses (39).
Paul, writing later to the Galatian churches (whiatiuded the church
at Antioch in Pisidia), statethat a man is not justified by the works of
the law but by faith in Jesus ChrigBalatians 2:16). We cannot be
saved through our own works.

What is justification? — ‘Justification is an act of God'’s free grace,
wherein he pardoneth all our sins, and acceptetts ugjhteous in his
sight, only for the righteousness of Christ imputedis, and received
by faith alone.” (VESTMINSTER SHORTER CATECHISM ‘To justify’ is

a legal term which means ‘to declare righteous’t € is imputed to
Christ (put to his account) and his righteousngssputed to us (put
to our account) — see Romans 4:3-5,22-25; 2 Caoaimsh5:19-21.
The more we understand this great doctrine, the ma we will
appreciate the wonder and greatness of our salvatg and the
more we will love and magnify the Lord JesusJustification by faith
is the jubilee trumpet of the gospel because itlarms the gospel to
the poor and destitute whose only door of hope ®lt themselves in
total helplessness upon the grace and power ahteogsness of the

Redeemer of the los{Professor John Murray. ‘COLLECTED WRITINGS’,
VOLUME 2, page 217. Published by Banner of Truthsty).
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22 MARCH Acts 13:42-52

As many as had been appointed to eternal life believed

Paul's sermon made a great impact on many Jewgersklytes
(Gentiles who had embraced the Jewish faith). Tiodpwed the
apostles from the synagogue wbersuaded them to continue in the
grace of God42-43). What does this mean? These people had bee
taught that they must adhere strictly to the rexquents of Judaism to
be accepted by God — circumcision, observing varimoly days and
ceremonial rites (cp. Colossians 2:16-17). Thasgstould not bring
peace with God, however. The grace of God declieswe are not
saved through our own works but through the LolgeChrist who
died on the cross to save sinners. Paul and Basnalmessed these
great truths upon their hearers. They must nevamadepend on
religious rites for their salvation.

The following Sabbattgimost the whole city came together to hear the
word of God(44). We have already seen that Satan is not slostir
up opposition to the preaching of the gospel, &atl dpposition often
comes from religious people. The greatest enenfi®aol's ministry
were generally religious Jews (45—-47). They stiupdhe civic leaders
of Antioch to persecute the apostles who were thgrelled from the
region (50). Many Gentiles were saved in Antiocld d@lme gospel
spread throughout the surrounding area (48-4%yelfire faithful to
God’s Word, and proclaim the gospel of God’s fred sovereign grace
to sinners, we must not be surprised to encoungposition from
religious people who reject much of the Bible.

What is our confidence in evangelism? — That all dsod’s elect will
surely believe.In Antioch,as many as had been appointed to eternal
life believed48). All those whom God has chosen before he niasle
world will surely be saved! (Ephesians 1:4; 2 Tlaéssians 2:13; 1
Peter 1:2). We must never resort to using gimmioksrder to reach
the lost. We do not depend upon ourselves but thmaovereign work

of the Holy Spirit as the Word of God is preachatthen God is pleased
to give blessing, those savauk filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit
even in the face of persecution (52).
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23 MARCH Acts 14:1-7

Therefore they stayed there a long time

Paul and Barnabas went on to Iconium which was tedmrenty miles
south-east of Antioch. The pattern and the effetctseir ministry were
similar to that in Antioch — preaching in the syogge, many
conversions among Gentiles as well as Jews, opjpmsftom
unbelieving Jews whstirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their minds
against the brethre(l—-2).

Notice the comment in verse 1 concerning the pliegaobf Paul and
Barnabas in the synagogtieey ... so spoke that a great multitude both
of the Jews and of the Greeks beliewatice that little wordso’ (the
English Standard Version translates this verse; t@oke in such a
way’). There was persuasion in their preaching as¢haltenged their
hearers to think about their message (cp. 26:27-B#lical
Christianity is not a mindless exercise. It is pagon based on facts.
Preachers must be persuaders!

How did the apostles react to opposition and sla(@)@ They did not
give up, or ‘get up and goTherefore they stayed there a long time,
speaking boldly in the Lor{B). God blessed their preaching of the
word of his grace, confirming it with signs and wiens. Hatred and
persecution did not deter the apostlabey stayed there a long time.
Paul and Barnabas only left Iconium when a violtempt was made
by their enemies to stone them. They moved on smutlystra and
Derbe where they continued to preach the gospé&l)(5—

We must not sink into despair when we encounter diifculties,
opposition, discouragement or setbacks in our workor the Lord,
but stay on unless God clearly directs us away frorthat sphere of
service.Let us not grow weary while doing good, for in deason we
shall reap if we do not lose hegGalatians 6:9). We must expect
disappointments as well as blessingsthose who sow in tears shall
reap in joy(Psalm 126:5). Let us persevere. Faithful serindgod’s
work is never in vain!

24



24 MARCH Acts 14:8-20

Turn from these vain thingsto the living God

Some preachers rarely look at their congregatidhe&sdeclare God’s
Word. They look at the wall, up to the ceiling @wh at their Bible as
they preach. If you are a preacher or Sunday Sdkacher, you must
look at those to whom you speak. At Lystra Paulaeat among his
listeners a man who was a cripple. He observedmian intently
(‘looking intently at him~ ESV) and sawhat he had faith to be healed
(8-9). True faith comes through hearing the Wordsofl (Romans
10:17) and so it was with the cripple (9). The maas wonderfully
healed but the people of Lystra responded to thaahei in the wrong
way. They hailed Paul and Barnabas as two of tleeksgods come
down to themin the likeness of mefl1-13). Miracles do not
necessarily bring people to faith in Christ.

Greek legend has it that the gods, Zeus and Hejoa#led Jupiter and
Mercury by the Romans) had once visited the regibhystra. A
temple for the worship of Zeus had been erecteéldea¢ntrance of the
city. There was great excitement when the prie&enfs came to meet
Paul and Barnabas with garlands, and oxen to gactid them. The
people thought that they were having another frisih the gods. They
little realised that this was a far more importament. They were
hearing the messengers of the true and living Gbd.apostles were
very distressed at the blasphemous adulation afrtived. They ran in
among the people telling them that they were ordy tike themselves
and urged them tturn from these vain things to the living Gatio
created the universe (1%alse religion, materialism and sinful
pleasure-seeking are all vain and useless. When vepent, we must
renounce such things and turn from them to GodThis is no loss
when we gain Christ as our Saviour, Lord, Proteatal Friend.

Jews from Antioch and Iconium stirred up the croagrinst Paul.
Those who wanted to worship him earlier now stdmed His injuries
were so serious that they thought him to be deatdwas able to get
up and go into Lystra. The next day he travelleDéobe (19-20).
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25 MARCH Acts 14:21-28

We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God

Paul always showed much love and prayerful inteficasthose who
had been saved through his ministry. He hddep concern for all the
churches(2 Corinthians 11:28), having a self-sacrificingddor them
(1 Thessalonians 2:7-12). After considerable siscae®Perbe, Paul
and Barnabas returned to those cities where thdyshHiered much
persecution (21). They wanted to strengthen theipliss and to
encourage them to persevere in the face of sufeamd trial. They
exhorted them to continue in the faith, sayiftge must through many
tribulations enter the kingdom of Go(22). The wordtribulation’ in
the Greek carries the idea of ‘pressuifiéie path to glory is far from
smooth! There are pressures from within such as remainmgasd
from without, such as satanic opposition and perts&c. Tribulation

is never comfortable, but it is necessaryTribulation produces
perseverance; and perseverance, chara¢iomans 5:3—-4). We are
strengthened by the testing of our faith.

Believe not those who say

The upward path is smooth,

Lest thou shouldst stumble in the way

And faint before the truth. (Anne Bronté).

Elders are essential for the well-being of the llatairch (to rule, to
teach, and to care for the members). Before ratgrto Antioch in
Syria, the apostles appointed elders in the newattas (23; see
1 Timothy 3:1-7 for the qualifications of elderBaul was not satisfied
with evangelism alone. When churches were plahieé&new that they
needed to have elders.

Paul and Barnabas arrived back in Antioch and tegddo their ‘home’
churchall that God had done with them, and that he hadnegl the
door of faith to the Gentile@7). They did not take personal credit for
their success but gave glory to God. It was whditdtedone with them
that mattered. We must always depend on the Loodiinvork for him,
and magnify him when he is pleased to bless owueth

26



26 MARCH Acts 15:1-12

We believe that through ... grace ... we shall be saved

We have already seen that Satan attacks the clfnormhthe outside
with persecution (eg. 8:1-3) and from within byldgeg to destroy the
unity of the church (eg. 6:1). The devil will dd ddat he can to rob us
of blessing. There is another instance here oftaclkafrom within the
church. Paul and Barnabas returned to the churéimtadch in Syria
to reportall that God had done with the(h4:27) but trouble was not
far away. Men came from Judea insisting that Gefhristians submit
to the rite of circumcision in order to be saved This caused a dispute
in the church which then decided to resolve thélern by sending a
delegation, led by Paul and Barnabas, to conseifafiostles and elders
at Jerusalem (2).

News of Gentile conversions should have broughagyey to the
Jerusalem church just as it did to other believaus,t resulted in the
same dispute over circumcision that had taken plagetioch (4-7).
Some who had belonged to the Pharisees insisteG#rdile converts
be circumcised (5). Peter pointed out to them @&ad had made no
distinction between Jewish and Gentile Christiayging both the
Holy Spirit in the same way (8-9). He went on tg, S4/e believe that
through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we dimbaved in the same
manner as they(11). Paul referred to his visit to Jerusalemigiétter
to the Galatians (Galatians 2:1-10). He describ@set who insisted on
circumcision as being necessary for salvatioffadse brethren’who
wanted to bring the new Christians into bondage famdtood very
firmly against them (Galatians 2:3-5). He saw th&ching as a serious
threat tathe gospel of the grace of G(@zD:24).

We are saved through grace alone and not by works oeligious
ritual (Ephesians 2:8-9).This was the great issue at the Reformation
when many reformers laid down their lives rathemntltompromise
this vital truth. The church of Rome insists on kgsuch as penance,
observing certain church feasts and suffering ingatory for
salvation. Let us be determined to resist any comge of the gospel.
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27 MARCH Acts 15:13-29

Some ... have troubled you ... unsettling your souls

The gospel was first preached to the Jews who haahadistinctive

culture with many rules and regulations. When pedmm different

backgrounds come into the church, it can causegmband tension.
Some Jewish Christians taught that Gentile belgererst submit to the
rite of circumcision in order to be saved (1). Jarfike half-brother of
the Lord Jesus) was a leader in the Jerusalemltlama he followed
Peter in speaking to those assembled. He showethéheonversion of
the Gentiles was a fulfilment of Old Testament gy (13-17; cp.
Amos 9:11-12). He warned that these new convensidhnot be

troubled, except that they should abstain from glmfractices

associated with their former way of life (19-20hely had enough
battles without unnecessary burdens being placed thigm by zealots
with questionable views.

The apostles prepared a letter outlining thesemies and repudiating
the false teaching concerning circumcision and kegefhe law of

Moses. They sent it with Paul and Barnabas to &eé irethe church at
Antioch and other churches in Syria and Cilicie&8<29). Judas and
Silas, two of the leaders in the Jerusalem chugtirmed to Antioch

with Paul and his company to give added suppdheaontents of the
letter (22,27).

Some who went out from us have troubled you witllsyainsettling
your souls ..(24). If you are a new Christian, do not be surprised
when you meet with professing believers who will tuble you with
their words and who will unsettle your soul.These people may twist
the meaning of Scripture and want you to followirtipeculiar ideas.
They are doing the work of Satan to unsettle yaud.slf you have
been troubled by such people, talk to your pastoioca mature
Christian whom you love and respect. They will lmaped to help you.
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28 MARCH Acts 15:30-41

They parted from one another

The Christians in the church at Antioch were enagad when they
heard the letter read. They were also blessedtindtiministry of Judas
and Silas (31-32). Another problem arose soon. d&tern godly men
have their differences or personality problems wi8atan will seek to
exploit. Paul and Barnabas were all set for theaosd missionary
journey, but they parted from one another aftéraasdispute over the
suitability of John Mark for missionary work. Hechdeserted them on
their first missionary journey (13:5,13). Barnalass John Mark’s
cousin (Colossians 4:10) and he wanted to takewitinmthem again.
Paul disagreed, not wanting to take with them samewho had
already let them dow.hen the contention became so sharp that they
parted from one anothdB9). It is very sad when godly men cannot
work with each other because of disagreements osqrality
problems.Satan loves to divide us. Let us learn to recogniges
craftiness so that we will be on our guard.

The church at Antioch supported Paul, commending dmnd Silago
the grace of Godbr the next phase of their missionary work. Baams

went to Cyprus
taking John Mark Places visited by Paul on his Second Missionary

(39-40). All did Journey (Acts 15:41 to 18:22)
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29 MARCH Acts 16:1-10

Come over to Macedonia and help us

Paul began his second missionary journey traveliogh through

Syria and then through Cilicetrengthening the church€$5:41). He

had with him the letter from the apostles and ald¢derusalem giving
instructions for the Gentile Christians (4). Paul &ilas travelled west
to Galatia and when they arrived in Lystra, PawsehTimothy to join

his missionary team. Timothy’s father was a Gerdihel though his
mother was Jewish, he had not been circumcisechaVe seen that
circumcision is not required for salvation, but Paad Timothy

circumcised to avoid problems with the Jews in tiegfion (1-3).

Timothy appeared to be a reserved and timid youaug ¢ Corinthians
16:10; 2 Timothy 1:7), but he was well spoken ofthg Christians in
Lystra and Iconium (2). He was to become one of’'®alosest and

most trusted friends (cp. Philippians 2:19-23;@dthy 1:2).

They travelled north and then west but were forbrdddy the Holy
Spirit to preach the gospel in Asia and Bithynibey were joined by
Luke at Troas (notice hotthey’ in verse 8 becoméwe’ in verse 10).
It would appear that Luke remained at Philippi (1#'they’) and

rejoined Paul when he passed through Philippi erthird missionary
journey (20:5-6).

While at the port of Troas, Paul had a vision ohan pleading with
him, ‘Come over to Macedonia and help (8-9). The people of
Macedonia enjoyed the rich heritage of Greek celtdnut all the
learning and wisdom of the Greek philosophers mdmswer to the
desperate plight of mankind. One of these philosapbnce said, ‘The
best thing of all is not to be born, and the nedtibhing is to die.” What
wretched despair! Man without God is without hogpl{esians 2:12).
Has man’s advance in science and technology chahgegk? Not at
all! Men and women are still sinners. They are lost anthey need
to be saved. We may not be privileged to have visis like Paul, but
we have the same good newAre you taking the gospel to sinners
around you? Are you willing to say, ‘Lord, send fhe’
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30 MARCH Acts 16:11-24

The Lord opened her heart

Philippi enjoyed the status of being a Roman colf®8), its citizens
having the same rights and privileges as thoséettalian mainland.
Paul and his companions went out of the city orSdgbath where they
found a group of women who prayed by the riversidey spoke to
these women, one of whom was Lydia, who was natragean. She
was from Thyatira (in the province of Asia), a tofamous for its
purple dye and manufacture of woollen garments. iBiported the
purple dye and woollen garments to sell in theaegf Philippi.The
Lord opened her heart to heed the things spokdpraoy(14).

We must never despise the preaching and teachiGgpdf Word but
pray that the Lord will open the hearts of thosewkarSinners are
only saved when God opens their hearts! This shoukhcourage us
in our evangelistic work as we remember that the L is sovereign
in bringing people to faith in Christ. When God opened Lydia’s
heart, she was saved and was then baptized. Youmotite that all
those who came to faith in Christ in the book ofsAwere baptized. If
you have not been baptized, you disobey the commahrist (cp.
Matthew 28:19). God opened Lydia’s heart and slene@ her home
to give hospitality to Paul and his fellow-missiaea (15, 40).

God was working in Philippi but so was Satan. Rad those with him
were pestered by a demon-possessed slave girlday mays. She
brought her masters much profit by fortune-tell{dg—18). These men
had no compassion for this poor girl who was ndy dmeir slave but
also Satan’s. They were angry when she was reldes®dthe power
of the demon through the ministry of Paul becalsgrttrade was
ruined. They seized Paul and Silas and dragged thféno the
magistrates. The apostles were severely beatecoamahitted to prison
where their feet were fastened in stocks (19-2%4)s Thay have
appeared to be a great setback but we shall bagséd®at the Lord
overruled it for the advance of the gospel. Are fgmling the onslaught
of the devil? Take heart, for God is in absolutateol of all your
circumstances. He will bring you through if you Malist him.
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31 MARCH Acts 16:25-40

What must | do to be saved?

Paul and Silas did not reproach God for their surfte Bleeding backs
and feet bound in stocks could not keep their dawtn overflowing
in praise to God and the other prisoners heard.tiiémjailer who had
been asleep at the time of the earthquake knewifthaty prisoners
escaped in the commotion, he would forfeit his difen(cp. 12:19).
Fearing the worst, he panicked and was aboutlthikilself when Paul
called out and reassured him that no one had eddq@he-28). The
terrified man askedSirs, what must | do to be saved30).This is the
most important question a person can ask. Do you law the
answer?

To be saved, we must believe in the Lord JesustC(®1). This means
more than believing certain facts about him, thoiig essential that
we believe that he is the Son of God who died ¥@ se from our sins
and that he rose bodily from the dead (1 Corinthid®:1-4; 1 John
4:2). Belief in Jesus means that we trust in hitinail our heart to save
us through the merits of his death on the crossvdlves repenting of
our sin, embracing Jesus as our Lord and gladlyinbdiis Word (cp.
20:21; John 10:26-27; 1 John 2:3-5). The jailertaadamily listened
as Paul and Silas spoke the word of the Lord tmtAdey believed in
the Lord Jesus Christ and were baptized. The gilatedn bathed the
wounds of Paul and Silas and fed them. The momerdweents of that
night had resulted in his conversion and that sfriuusehold. He had
good cause to rejoice (32—34).

Paul and Silas both possessed Roman citizenshighvemtitled them

to a fair trial. The Philippian magistrates wereaad when they

discovered that they had denied them their rightgy released them
and pleaded with them to leave their city (35-83ul and Silas went
to Lydia’s home to encourage the new believersreadeparting. The
church at Philippi became very dear to Paul (Ppidips 1:3-8; 2:12;
4:1, 15-17). No suffering for the gospel is easgridure but when we
are persecuted, we must not lose heart. God usesuffaring for his

own glory and for the furtherance of the gospel.
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