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1 MARCH Galatians 2:16-21

| ... died to the law that | might live to God

Verses 17 to 21 are not easy to understand. Pdudipated an
argument of the Judaizers who would say that ifvtbeks of the law
are not necessary for salvation, Jewish believensidvbe free to sin
and thus be no different from pagan Gentiles. IsisThherefore a
Saviour who encourages us to sin? Paul’s reply¢b 8 suggestion is,
‘Certainly not! (17). Paul knew that he could not again build ¢hos
things which he had destroyed (the doctrine ofa&w through the
works of the law). To do such a thing would bemply that he was not
fully justified and forgiven through Christ’s wodtone (18).

How had Pauthrough the law, died to the la{19)? Before his
conversion, he had by all outward appearancesliaareless as far as
the law was concerned (Philippians 3:6). The lamaieds more than
surface perfection however — it demands that | IGeel with all my
heart, soul and mind, and that | love my neighlzsumyself (Matthew
22:36-40). The law had shown Paul that he wasat giener but it had
failed to bring him peace with God. Paul abandotiedllaw as the
means of justification; he became dead to the l&ichvwas fulfilled
in Christ (more of this tomorrow).

There is also another most important principle lmatPaul is saying
here. If we could obtain forgiveness and righteessnthrough good
works, the grace of God is set aside, for Chragath would have been
unnecessary and in vain (2Y¥e must always remember that free
grace does not give us the freedom to silWe are nowithout law
towards God, but under law towar@rist (1 Corinthians 9:21). If our
lives are no different since conversion, we musiosisly question
whether such a conversion is real. God has chosama called us to
be holy (Ephesians 1:4; 1 Peter 1:15-16). We hacerbe dead to the
law not to become lawless but to bear fruit to @admans 7:4)For

| through the law died to the law that | might liteeGod(19).



2 MARCH Galatians 2:16-21

| have been crucified with Christ

How have we died to the law? Every ChristiannChrist and is
identified with him in his crucifixion. Paul was lalto write,‘l have
been crucified with Christ{20). When Jesus the sinless Saviour died,
he fulfilled all of the law’s demands on our behale man or woman

in Christ is thus dead to the la@rucified with Christ- identified with
him and united with him in his death. Our unionhw@hrist not only
secures our justification, but also enables usetdlholy lives
(sanctification). Verses 19 and 20 must not berségd. Think of it this
way: ‘I died to the law — | have been crucifiedm@hrist — that | might
live to God.’

When Paul wrot€]t is no longer | who live, but Christ lives inemhe
did not mean that his personality had ceased t&t,dxit that he had
been so transformed by Christ living within him thas life was
unrecognisable compared with his past life (cplighians 1:21). We
must beware of ‘higher life’ teaching which sayShtist will live his
life through you, just let go and let God.’ It salsngood, but it is not
true! If we could just hand everything over to Ghriwve would never
have to struggle with temptation; we would be sinleNo! We must
live our lives in the flesh with all of its weakrses and temptations, by
faith in the Son of God.

Notice how the apostle describes his relationshiptirist:‘The Son of
God, who loved me and gave himself for 20). Salvation is
personal'To realise that the Lord Jesus loved me so much thae
gave himself to die a terrible death for me is verjhumbling and
awe-inspiring. Surely, we should be motivated to plase him, not
by law, but by love for him! We often fall short of leading a life
worthy of our calling as Christians. Let us seellatimes to live by
faith (dependence) upon him who loves us so mudiwdro will never
fail us nor forsake us.



3 MARCH Galatians 3:1-5

Who has bewitched you that you should not obey titugh?

On his first visit to the province of Galatia, Pautached the gospel in
the Jewish synagogue at Antioch in Pisidia. Thezddught that
forgiveness of sins and justification came throdgkh in the Lord
Jesus, not by the law of Moses (Acts 13:38-39)pbiated out that
Jesus had be€wglearly portrayed among yo(the Galatiansas
crucified’ (1). Their own experience of salvation had taugbkt that
their salvation was by faith in Christ and not lWdeg works of the
law. Paul asks questions in each of the five veo$erir reading. He
wants the Galatians to think about the error oir tvays:

1. ‘Who has bewitched you that you should not obeyrthie?’ How
could they be so foolish as to turn to keeping lde to obtain
justification? Error has a spell-binding fascinatiand it is very
difficult to convince heretics of the error of therays. You can point
Jehovah’s Witnesses to dozens of Bible verses witaihly show that
Jesus is God, but they refuse to accept what Sceisays.

2. ‘Did you receive the Spir{at your conversior)y the works of the
law, or by the hearing of faith?2). The obvious answer was that the
Galatians had received the Spirit by believing gbspel and not by
obeying the law.

3. ‘Having begun in the Spirit, are you now being mpddect by the
flesh?’(3). The Galatians had experienced the powereoHibly Spirit
in their lives. How foolish to imagine that theyutd reach maturity
through the flesh (their own works).

4. ‘Have you suffered so many things in vai(®j. Their suffering
as Christians would have been in vain if law-kegpiras necessary.
How could they return to Jewish legalism?

5. ‘Does he do iby the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith
(5). God supplies the Spirit to them and works oléa among them.

Beware of those whose teaching obscures the all-scient work of
Christ in our salvation. They undermine the truth of the gospel.
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4 MARCH Galatians 3:1-9

Only those who are of faith are sons of Abraham

Paul now turns to Scripture to substantiate hisment. The Judaizers
insisted that Gentile Christians be circumcisethdy wished to be
included in God’s promise to Abraham (8; cp. Gené&i.3) and so be
blessed with believing Abraha(@). Paul reminds us th&tbraham
believed God, and it was accounted to him for eglhisnes$6; cp.
Genesis 15:6). This justification by faith was beféd\braham was
circumcised (Romans 4:9-12). Righteousness was wateal
(imputed) to him before he was circumcised, wheough faith he
took hold of God’s promise. Those who appeal toakiam prove
Paul’'s argument — that circumcision is not necesfarjustification.

How was Abraham justified by faith when he livedtthousand years
before Christ came to earth to die for sinners? Odrel Jesus reveals
that Abraham did have faith in him. He told the 3eWour father
Abraham rejoiced to see my day, and he saw it aasl glad’ (John
8:56). Abraham was among those godly Old Testaisents who had
not received the fulfilment of the promises. Thaywshem afar off,
were assured of them and embraced them (Hebred3)11.:

The Jews regard Abraham as their father (cp. J@%9),out if they are
not converted to Christ, their father is the d¢¥dhn 8:44)Therefore
know that only those who are of faith are sonslmfaAam(7). Paul
goes on to point out that the Word of God proclairttee good news
to Abraham; God would justify the Gentiles by faitte promisedin
you all the nations shall be bless€8). The true heirs of Abraham are
those Jews and Gentiles who have trusted in Candthave been
justified by faith! They are of faith and abéessed with believing
Abraham(9).

Are you of faith? Do you enjoy the liberty that bebngs to the
children of God? Why wallow in uncertainty when youcan know
Christ? Come to him now repenting of your sin andusting in him
alone to save you.



5 MARCH Galatians 3:6-14

Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law

No one can perfectly keep God’s law because wealireinners

(Romans 3:10,23). We are under the curse of Gamlislaw because
of our sin (10). To be guilty of just one sin, haxwe small, brings us
under the condemnation of the whole law (James)2\/@ cannot
therefore be justified by the law in the sight aid5The just shall live
by faith (11; cp. Habakkuk 2:4). To rely on law-keeping $aitvation

is a denial of faith in Christ and his work on tilress to save sinners.

Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the lawinly become a
curse for ug13). The law decreed that those whose bodies narg
from a tree after execution were cursed (13; cut&enomy 21:23).
If the hanging of a dead body from a tree was dication of the curse
of God, how much more that of a living person strfig slow, painful
death by crucifixion? The Lord Jesus suffered dfaad@dnd
indescribable anguish and Heaven was silent inetliask hours at
Calvary when he cried ouiyly God, my God, why have you forsaken
me?’ (Matthew 27:46). He died in order to free us,angom us from
the curse of the law that the blessing promisefloi@ham (8) might
come upon us and that we might receive the promwigbe Spirit
through faith (14)His the curse, ours the blessing! Doesn't this
thrill your heart? Does it not humble you? Does inot stir you up
to love our Saviour and to gladly obey him?

Give me a sight, O Saviour,

Of thy wondrous love to me,

Of the love that brought thee down to earth,
To die on Calvary.

O, make me understand it,
Help me to take it in,
What it meant to thee, the Holy One,
To bear away my sin.
(Katherine A.N. Kelly)



6 MARCH Galati ans 3:15-25

What purpose then does the law serve?

When a will or covenant is signed and sealednhoabe cancelled nor
added to by another (15). If this is true in hunadfiairs, how much
more the same principle holds concerning God’s [Berno Abraham!
This promise was made four hundred and thirty ybafsre the law
was given to Moses. The inheritance (salvationgigito Abraham by
promise does not depend on law; it was fulfilledGhrist. The law
cannot annul the covenafit6—18). Paul anticipates two questions that
would arise from his statement in verses 15 to 18:

1. If salvation does not come by lamhat purpose then does the law
serve?lt was added because of transgressions, till tredl $€hrist)
should comé19). The law was given in addition to the promeake
men realise that they are sinners and that theguaity before God.
Sinful man may realise that something is not rigith him, but that
does not drive him to the Saviour. When, throughgfacious work of
the Holy Spirit, he sees that his sins transgressak) God's holy law,
he will cry to God for mercy. The law is inferiar the promise; it was
given indirectly through angels by the hand of alia®r (Moses; 19),
but the promise was given directly by God to Abraha

2. Is the law then against the promises of G¢&P). Paul retorts,
‘Certainly not!” The law cannot give life and Scripture has corfine
(shut us up) under sin. The law is pictured as:

* Ajailer keeping us under guard until faith in deChrist was
revealed (23).

* Atutor (24; better translated ‘custodian’ — Hendrikseee &lso
NKJV margin which says, ‘In a household, the guamds responsible
for the care and discipline of the children.’). [dhén become adults
and no longer need the custodian. Now Christ hasecave are no
longer under the custodian @oitor). By faith in him, we are his free
men and women!We are justified by faith.



7 MARCH Galatians 3:19-29

You are all one in Christ Jesus

The promises were made Abbraham and his Seqthe Lord Jesus
Christ, 16). Paul reasons that if we are Christ&sareAbraham’s seed
and are heirs according to the promi&9). Our salvation is in Christ
alone! See the emphasis on the Lord Jesus in theses faith in
Christ ... baptized into Christ ... put on Chr{i26-27).

Paul argues that there is no difference between amravGreek
(Gentile), slave nor free, male nor female as faialvation is
concerned. —You are all one in Christ Jes(28). * We all come to
Christ on the same terms and the circumcised Jew fsano
advantage over the uncircumcised Gentile. Before Gl Jew,
Gentile, slave, free, male and female are all theasie — sinners in
need of a SaviourAs Christians, ware all one in Christ Jesus.
whatever our race, class or gender. We are allestnsaved by the
grace of God alone!

The verb translateut on’ (27) means ‘to clothe oneself’. Those who
follow the Lord Jesus have stripped off the clotbiethe old sinful life.
They are now clothed with the garments of Chrisgghteousness
(Isaiah 61:10; 64:6). Have you bebaptized into Christ%27; cp.

1 Corinthians 12:13). The clothes of the old lites@ gone and you are
now clothed with Christ’s righteousness. True goess is a most
wonderful and attractive quality. Does your lif@shthat you haveut

on Christ?Do others see in you his beauty and graciousness?

Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness
My beauty are, my glorious dress;
Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,
With joy shall | lift up my head.

(Nicklaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf — translated mhd Wesley)

*  Those who support the ordination of women to theistry of the Word
and Sacraments use the words from verse 28 to dupeda cause. Fhere
is neither male nor femal&his verse and its context have no such meaning.



8 MARCH Galatians 4:1-7

God sent forth his Son

In this chapter, Paul continues to argue that @awedannot bring the
freedom that is found in Christ. All Christians, @ther Jew or Gentile,
are heirs of God according to his promise (3:2%.dempares the
inferior situation of the Lord’s people under tlasvlwith the position

of a child who is the heir to his father’s estdteey were the true sons
of God, but were like a son who cannot inheritdeseased father’s
estate until he comes of age. In the meantime he Isetter off than a
slave and he is in the care of guardians and stiswar-2).

As a child is governed by rules, God’s peopkre in bondagender
the elements of the wortgtfore the coming of Christ (3). The same use
of the wordelementss found in verse 9. Thesdéementsire the various
rules and ritual which, before the coming of Chrigtws and Gentiles
observed to gain salvation. What is thsndag® It is the attempt by
our own efforts to gain salvation by religious olvssce or works.
Christians are no longer under bondage, but aeetéreserve God out
of love and gratitude.

God sent forth his Son into the worldhen the fulness of the time had
come(at the time he had planned, 4). The Lord Jesusbween of a
woman, born under the lag4). He was subject to all the demands of
the law and cam#& redeem those who were under the [&) He
perfectly kept God’s holy law and through his sasiéife paid the price
of sin through his death on the craser Christ also suffered once for
sins, the just for the unjust, that he might brirsgo God 1 Peter 3:18).
Our salvation from sin and its dreadful consequsigé&ee but it came
at great cost to the Lord Jesus. He gave his pretiie to save us from
our sinsHe is worthy of our love and joyful obedience to s will.

There was no other good enough

To pay the price of sin;

He only could unlock the gate

Of heaven and let us in. (Cecil F. Alexander)
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9 MARCH Galatians 4:1-7

The adoption as sons

Our salvation is truly wonderful! It would have lmesonderful had the
Lord Jesus only redeemed us from the curse o&thad that we might
escape the judgment of God. He has done far moresfohowever!
He came into the worltb redeem those who were under the law, that
we might receive the adoption as s@bs We have been rescued from
slavery to become sons and heirs of God (6—7).KTalbout this — we
are reconciled to God through the death of Chnsitlarought into his
family. God lovingly cares for us and Jesus is dearest Friend.
Suffering and death cannot separate us from theedd¥zod (Romans
8:35-39). We have eternal life through Christ andless joy awaits us
in heaven where we shall be with our precious Savyiand every
believer from all ages. There will be no more teamtiph or sin. There
will be no more pain, sorrow or death (Revelatiam.

How marvellous the love of God; how wonderful tmaag of our Lord
Jesus Christ! The holy Son of God took the forma servant and died
so that we who were the servants of sin and urtabdave ourselves
might become sons by adoptiddehold what manner of love the
Father has bestowed on us, that we should be caltddren of God
(1 John 3:1).

Are you discouraged? Is your faith being sorely ted by opposition
or by adverse circumstances? Remember who you aréou are a
child of God, a son of the King of kings. God isuyteavenly Father
(read Matthew 6:25-34). Heill never leave you nor forsake you
(Hebrews 13:5-6). Rejoice in him and trust in lainall times!

Blessings on blessings through ages unending,
Covenant fulness in glorious flood;
Ours is a hope which no mortal can measure,
Brought in by Jesus and sealed by his blood.
(Jessie F. Webb)
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10 MARCH Galatians 4:1- 7

God sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hear

We saw yesterday that Gednt forth his Somto the world to redeem
us and to adopt us into his family (4-5). Paul goeto write,Because
you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit ofSais into your hearts’
(6). Itis most important that we understand thvatg Christian is a son,
a child of God (John 1:12) and that as a resulerg\Christian is
indwelt by the Holy Spirit (cp. Romans 8:14-15)wk do not have the
Spirit of Christ, we do not belong to him (Roman9)3 Some
Christians believe that it is possible to be bayaia and not to have the
Holy Spirit. They teach that the baptism or fulled the Holy Spirit
is an experience for Christians to seek after cosiva. They are
sincere, but | believe that they are wrong. Theydbunderstand that
because God has adopted us into his family, weaak the Holy Spirit.

As sons of God we have access to him in prayethByHoly Spirit we
cry to him,'Abba, Father!’ (6; Abbais the Aramaic word for ‘father.’
— Aramaic was the language spoken by Jews in Nestaifeent times
and was similar to Hebrew). The apostle couglbtdawith the Greek
word for father (‘pater’)Abbawas a term of intimacy used by young
children to address their father. The Lord Jesuesbed God the
Father by this title (Mark 14:36). The Gemara (enoeentary on the
Mishna, the traditional teaching of the Jews) stakat slaves were
forbidden to address the head of the family bytittes ‘Abba’). We are
not slaves, but sons of God (We can come to God in prayer with
boldness and confidence because he is our lovingaenly Father!
Let us now worship him and bring our requests to hin with joy.

‘Abba, Father,” Lord, we call thee —

Hallowed name! — from day to day;

'Tis thy children’s right to know thee,

None but children ‘Abba’ say.

This high glory we inherit,

Thy free gift through Jesus’ blood;

God the Spirit, with our spirit,

Witnesseth we’re sons of God. (R. Hawker)
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11 MARCH Galatian s 4:8-11

How is it that you turn again to the weak and begtygelements?

People are sometimes heard to say, ‘I have my deanof God’ but our
‘own idea of God’ is not good enough! If we do kobw God as he
is revealed in the Bible, we believe in a false gbde Galatian
Christians were in that situation before their cersion and they
served such gods (8). Salvation in Christ had bhaugem the
knowledge of the true God and liberty. They owad salvation to the
fact that they had been known by God before theykinim (9). Every
Christian was foreknown by God in eternity past attdhose whom
God foreknew, he calls, justifies and glorifies (Rans 8:29-30). In
the light of this, the astonished apostle askethffigow is it that you
turn again to the weak and beggarly element?eturn to the
observance of Jewish feast days, sacrifices, cené@soand
circumcision, was a return to bondage (9-10).

Luther, commenting on verse 9, tells us that hekmadvn monks who
zealously laboured to please God in order to olgalmation but the
more they laboured, the more impatient, miserabteertain, and
fearful they became. He said, ‘The law is weak poalr, the sinner is
weak and poor: two feeble beggars trying to helghezther. They
cannot do it. They only wear each other out. Brgulgh Christ a weak
and poor sinner is revived and enriched unto eldifiea(quoted by
William Hendriksen in hiCOMMENTARY ON GALATIANS).

To know God and to be known by God is to experiegreat liberty
and joy and we must nairn again to the weak and beggarly elements.
We must always beware of legalism which will rob usf our joy.
True holiness does not bring bondage but happines€hristianity is
not keeping rules or doing good works in order ldtam or to retain
salvation. Our liberty in Christ is not a licenaedo as we please
however. There are commandments to keep, but vetydteep them
out of love and devotion to our Saviour who lovednd gave himself
for us (John 14:15-17; 15:9-11).

13



12 MARCH Galati ans 4:12-20

What then was the blessing you enjoyed?

Paul pleaded with the GalatiarBecome as | am, for | am as you are
(12). He had not allowed his Jewish heritage tpkam from seeking

to win them to Christ. They must understand lika that observing the

law cannot save them; they must trust in Chrish@land his work for

salvation. He recalled the time when he had fireaphed the gospel
to the Galatians. His physical appearance had $isgnthat they could

have despised and rejected him. They had, howeedtpmed him as

if he had been an angel (Greek = messenger’) an &ist Jesus

himself (13-14).

The grieved apostle asked theM/hat (or ‘where’) then was the
blessing you enjoyed®15). They had so highly regarded Paul that they
would have given their eyes for him if possiblel iat had now
changed; the apostle asked whether he had becosmweethe my
because he told them the truth (16).

The Judaizers had zealously courted them, butandahé&ir own good.

Their zeal was not motivated by godliness but bgsire to alienate the
Galatians from Paul (17). The apostle was veryeddfit from these
false teachers; he loved them and had their bestests at heart. He
appealed to them as to little children for whomwwild continue to

suffer birth-pangs until they were mature in Ch¢i®).

When we first know the Lord we are joyful and keerour love and
obedience to him, but so often we grow céldve you lost the joy of
your salvation? Has your zeal for Christ disappeard? Have you

become remote from God’s people through straying tsm the

truth? ‘What then was the blessing you enjoye®®™, do not be
side-tracked by Satan but turn from your backstjdim your Saviour
who loves you.

14



13 MARCH Galatian s 4:21-31

The Jerusalem above which is free

Paul challenges those who desire to be under lawrimging three
contrasts before them: two sons — two covenantgo-Jerusalems
(22-26).This passage of Scripture is vital in helping us to
understand the promises made to God’s people in th&ld
Testament.We have already seen that the promise made tdhabra
is for those who are in Christ (3:7-9,14), and thiagain stressed in
today’s reading (28). Hagar the slave-woman whoeglavth to
Ishmael (Genesis 16) is a symbol of the old covewaith gives birth
to bondag€24). The promises of the new covenant are fors@ians!

Some Christians sincerely believe that the promieesd in the Old
Testament prophets (eg. Isaiah) point to the rastor of the Jews to
Israel before Christ returns. They believe that feavs will
acknowledge Jesus as their Saviour and a greaidpefiworldwide
peace will follow. The promises in Isaiah are oftproted to support
such a view; it is interesting to note that in weP§ Paul quotes from
Isaiah 54 to show that this promise is fulfilledGhrist and is for the
church. We do not belong to an earthly Jerusaleimdibe Jerusalem
above which is fre¢25-26). John Newton, in his hymn ‘Glorious
things of thee are spoken, Zion, city of our GaHbws our great
privileges in belonging to the Jerusalem above.

There will always be conflict between those whoksgalvation by
law-works and those who rejoice in salvation by Ggdace alone. We
must not return to fleshly righteousness forase children of promise
(28), children ... of the freé31).

Saviour, since of Zion’s city

| through grace a member am,

Let the world deride or pity,

| will glory in thy name.

Fading is the worldling’s pleasure,

All his boasted pomp and show;

Solid joys and lasting treasure

None but Zion’s children know. (John Newton)

15



14 MARCH Galatians 5:1-6

Faith working through love

Paul urges the GalatianStand fast therefore in the liberty by which
Christ has made us frgd) because they were childrehthe free
(4:31). They had already been persuaded by theizZerdato keep
Jewish feasts (4:10) and they were now about 1d ygethem in being
circumcised (2). Religious legalism, insisting artward ceremonies
and rites as essential to salvation has dreadhdempences:

e Christ will profit usnothing(2). His death is sufficient for our
salvation and nothing else is necessary. If wetadle requirement to
trust in him alone, we deny the free and sovergigice of God and
trust in our own works to help us gain acceptanitie @od. — ‘A Christ
supplemented is a Christ supplanted’ (Hendriksen).

*  We becomea debtorto keep the whole la¢B). If salvation comes
through keeping the law, we are obliged to obséreewhole law and
not just one or two ceremonial rites such as circision. The
expressionl testify’ indicates a solemn warning.

*  We becomestranged from Chrig#). If we look for justification
by our own works according to the law, we are rewmng the grace of
God and are severed from Christ as the One whtyfpeevides for us
to be saved through his obedience and death. €& \does not mean
that a Christian can fall from grace and lose lalvation. It is a
warning to any professing Christian who would seéelobtain
salvation by their own works or ritual that therofession of trusting
in Christ is false.

We cannot be justified through the works of the lawe through the

Spirit eagerly wait for the hope of righteousndsstigh faith(5). Our

righteousness will be complete when we are madegian glory. In

Christ it does not matter whether we have beeruniaised or not.
What does matter is that our lives show faith working through love
(6). This faith works through love for Christ, fbis people, and for
those who are losts your faith in Christ obvious to those around

you because it works through love?

16



15 MARCH Galatian s 5:7-12

You ran well. Who hindered you from obeying the th®

Itis very sad to see Christians who make a gaartlistit then turn aside
to strange doctrines. Paul remembered that thei&@adehad begun the
Christian race well and he asked th&iho hindered you from obeying
the truth?(7). Paul knew the answer — it was not God, baifitidaizers,
whose persuasion was so strong that it had bewdtittean (8; cp. 3:1).
A little leaven(yeast) will soon cause a whole lump of dougheo b
leavened (9) and it only takes a little error torapt the purity of the
gospel. Why are false teachers so successful ingaesuasion? They
generally take their heresy and skilfully mix itkvtruth making it hard
to discern the difference. They are often verynidig people and we
may ask, ‘Can such a pleasant and kind persond&ar?’ The simple
answer is, ‘Yes!” We must measure all that we acglt by the Word
of God. Let us remember th@atan himself transforms himself into an
angel of light(2 Corinthians 11:14).

Paul was confident that the Galatians would comtaéo senses and
that they would again run well. He reminded therat the did not

preach the necessity of circumcision for salvattéad he done so, he
would have avoided much persecution. The preadffitfie cross is an
offence to those who believe in their own rituadl @oodness to obtain
salvation (10-11).

The apostle was vehement in his intolerance ofltiagmizers. His
sentiment in verse 12 is very strong. He called¢heho taught the
necessity of circumcisiofthe mutilation’ (Philippians 3:2). Those
people who were causing such havoc in the earlycties believed in
the necessity of a little mutilation through circtision. Paul writes
that they should go the whole way and castrate gedves ¢ut
themselves ofi2); there were pagan religions at that time whose
devotees did just that). We are to have nothirdptwith false teachers
who pervert the gospel of the grace of Ga must be intolerant of
error while remaining gracious! Let us beware of ag teaching that
would hinder us from obeying the truth.
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16 MARCH Galatians 5 :11-15

Through love serve one another

The Bible is absolutely clear — to be free from lgn& does not mean
that we are free to sin. Paul writé&u ... have been called to liberty;
only do not use liberty as an opportunity for tkesih(13). The word
fleshused here refers to our fallen human nature wiiapposed to
all that is pure and good@he works of the flestre dreadful and those
who practise them are excluded from God’s kingd@8+21). To be
under lawis to be in bondage to sin; to beder graces to be under
the control of grace so that sin cannot have damiover us (Romans
6:14). The reign of grace in our lives brings éntéggpusness which the
law cannot possibly give (Romans 5:21).

The works of the flesyratify self but we mugtrough love serve one
another(13). The grace of God in our lives enables usiifd the law

in loving our neighbour (cp. Romans 13:8-10). Sdrakevershite
and devour one anothand do terrible damage in their church and to
themselves. They ruin their testimony, lose they and will be
consumed by others who in turn seek to bite andutethem.If we
love one another, we will avoid such dreadful situgons. We will
know God'’s peace and joy as we obey Christ’'s newmonandment

to love one another as Christ has loved us (John 131-35;
15:9-12).

What is your attitude to other Christians in yobuich? If you do not
love them, could it be that you are fulfilling thest of your own flesh
which seeks personal power or indulges in pride®0drd Jesus loves
all believers and so must we!

Love ever gives,
Forgives, outlives,
And ever stands with open hands,
And while it lives it gives.
For this is love’s prerogative,
To give and give and give.
(author unknown)
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17 MARCH Galatians 5:1 6-26

Walk in the Spirit and you shall not fulfil the lusof the flesh

Paul lays a great emphasis on the work of the 3piyit in the life of
the believer we through the Spirit eagerly wdh); walk in the Spirit
(16); the Spirit against the fleq17);led by the Spiri{18); the fruit of
the Spirit(22);if we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in thegil@ (25).

The Christian is free from the dominion of sin (Rom 6:14), but he
is not free from sin. We often fail to do the trsnifpat we desire to do
because there is a conflict between the Holy St the flesh (17; cp.
Romans 7:15-23). We musalk in the Spiri{that is live depending on
his power and help) if we are to overcome sinfudids. The fleshis
our fallen human nature which is sometimes refetwess ounld man
(Romans 6:6; Ephesians 4:22; Colossians 3:9). tdmgscan fall into
terrible sin and the apostle found it necessamyame some of the
works of the flesh (19-21). These include:

»  Sexual sins -adultery, fornication, uncleanness, licentiousness.
» False religion -tdolatry, sorcery.

« Sins of ill-will — Hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of
wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresiegy,enurders.

* Intemperance drunkenness, revelrigsirinking parties which
lead to all manner of sinful excesses).

When we become Christians we are joined to Chridtvae make a
break with the flesh, the old naturehose who are Christ’s have
crucified the flesh with its passions and des{2$). The old nature
writhes and struggles in its crucifixion, but we shbe determined to
put to death the stirring of sin within us (cp. Rom 8:13). We must
not feed fleshly lusts by putting ourselves inte gath of temptation
(eg. watching unwholesome television programmeskilog at
pornography on the internet, or reading pornog@ptgazines and
books).Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfil thestwof the flesh
(16). Are you struggling with temptation to sin? Do not tink it
strange because this is the common experience of lalievers.
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18 MARCH Galatians 5:1 6-26

If you are led by the Spirit

When Paul statedif you are led by the Spirit(18), he was not for a
moment suggesting that the leading of the HolyiSgironly for the
‘super-saints’. He wrote elsewhef&pr as many as are led by the
Spirit of God, these are sons of GgRomans 8:14). All Christians are
led by the Holy Spirit! We must be wary, howevdrsome who have
very fertile imaginations who are forever claimitigt the Spirit led
them to do this or is telling them to do that. Tlaeg often unstable and
restless souls who give the Holy Spirit the dubiousdit of being
responsible for the most strange and bizarre pectivhich they have
concocted.

It is true that the Holy Spirit does guide us anahgpt us (John 16:13),
but the leading of the Holy Spirit is more thanttfia be led by him
is to be under his control. Paul goes on to wiitaye live in(or ‘by’)
the Spirit, let us also walk ifor ‘by’) the Spirit’ (25). ‘Walk’ in this
verse is from a different Greek word from that fdumverse 16. Here it
means ‘to walk in line’. If we live in the Spiritye must keep in line
with him, being led by him into truth and godlying. The proof of the
Holy Spirit within us is found in our conduct. Iferare led by the Spirit
and walk in line with him we will not become cortesi; we will not
provoke one another causing division in the chwd we will not
envy other believers (26)et us also walk in the Spirit.

The evidence of the Holy Spirit in our lives is tioé ability to speak
in tongues but in bearing fruit, and what precifug it is! The fruit
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-sufferikgydness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Againsthsthere is no law
(22-23).Let us think about this fruit and examine our own ives to
see whether it is in evidenceDo we radiate the beauty of the Lord
Jesus? Let us be determined with God’s helpali in the Spiritand
so please our Saviour. This is liberty and blesgidged!
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19 MARCH Galatians 6:1-5

Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the lavt Ghrist

Legalism may make us self-centred and proud (5i26)towalk in the
Spirit and to be spiritual, is to be humble and conceffoeathers.
What should we do when one of our fellow-believarthe church falls
into sin? The expressio@vertaken in any trespag$) suggests that
the person was caught off guard and that he digplaot a deliberate
course of rebellion against God. We must not be Rkarisees and
harshly condemn the fallen Christian. We shouldk $egestore such

a person in a spirit of gentlene€k cp. 5:23). We must remember that
we too should be on our guard for we are not imnirore falling. The
Greek word translatexkstoreis used elsewhere to describe mending
nets (Matthew 4:21) and to be spiritually whdde¢ome complete?
Corinthians 13:11). The work of restoring the falle best done by the
Christian who is spiritual and not by one who isnature (1).

The law is fulfilled in loving our neighbour as \eve ourselves (5:14).
We are tdbear one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the ld&\&brist(2).
This means helping one another to shoulder thecdifies, trials and
weaknesses which beset us. This is true fellowahgit is so often
woefully lacking among us. We need each other anst mot deceive
ourselves through pride into believing that wetsatter than others and
above receiving help (3). John Eadie comments f-Babortance
based on self-ignorance is the grand hindranchealtity of mutual
burden-bearing. If a man thinks himself so perthat he can have no
burden which others may carry with him, or for hifhhe regards
himself so far above frailty, sin, or sorrow, tlet neither needs nor
expects sympathy nor help, — he will not readilyogt to bear the
burdens of others.GREEK TEXT COMMENTARY ON GALATIANS).

We should examine our own works rather than comparselves with
others (4). Verse 5 does not contradict verse 2léMre are to bear one
another’s burdens, we are also to bear our own ksable concerned
with our own God-given responsibilitied/hat are we doing to bear
one another’s burdens?
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20 MARCH Galatians 6 :6-10

Let us not grow weary while doing good

Those who are taught the things of God have agaidin to share their
material resources with those who teach them (6g Thristian
ministry must be financially supported (cp. 1 Titmp6:17-18). There
are thousands of Christians who attend good charahere the Word
of God is faithfully preached and taught. They neagn be members
of such a local church, but they do not sharébtirden to support the
church and its pastor. | hope that you are not suygérson. We should
remember that we have to give an account to Gotherday of
judgment (Romans 14:12; 2 Corinthians 5:9-10).

Paul goes on to write about sowing and reapingvearas that God is
not mocked. We may deceive ourselves but we catetsive God and
whatever we sow, we shall also reap. If we sowadify our flesh, we
will of the flesh reap corruptiorhut if we sow to the Spirit, weill of
the Spirit reap everlasting lifé/—8). What does it mean to sow to the
Spirit? It means to be led by the Spirit and to kvaith him in
obedience to his voice through God’s Word. It medwiag good. Yes,
good works are important, not to earn salvatiort, they are the
evidence of God’s work in our lives.

We must seize every opportunity that comes to udd@ood,
especially to those who are of the household dhf#énat is to our
fellow-believers (10)Let us not grow weary while doing go(a). The
work of God is often difficult and discouraging amd may soon grow
weary and lose heart. That is just what the deaiite because he hates
the Lord’s people and all that they do for theirdi#a. Have you been
losing heart in prayer (cp. Luke 18:1)? Is Satamptgng you to give up
in your work of doing good, in the Sunday schoolyour witness, in
encouraging other believers, in visitation or damdoor evangelism?
The enemy of our souls hates our good work andith@ut obstacles
and discouragements in our wgt us not grow weary while doing
good, for in due season we shall reap if we dolos¢ heart.There
will be a time of reaping and reward for our labours so let us
persevere and look to the Lord for strength and he.
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21 MARCH Galatians 6:1 1-18

God forbid that | should glory except in the cross

Some believe that Paul wrote wikirge letters(11) because he
suffered from some disease of his eyes (cp. 4Qfers believe that
he signed off in large letters in order to emphadiis point that
circumcision is of no avail. The Judaizers werdrigyto avoid
persecution for the cross of Christ by boastinthefnumbers that they
had persuaded to submit to circumcision (12—-13gyTé¢ompromised
the gospel by urging Gentile Christians to be aimcised as a sign that
they were keeping the law.

Paul indulged in a different kind of boasting frdmat of the Judaizers.
He writes,God forbid that | should glory except in the cro$sur Lord
Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been crucibede, and | to the
world (14). The cross was to the world a symbol of shdope

1 Corinthians 1:23) but we love the cross becaueut the death of
Christ we would still be in our sins, lost amaving no hope and without
God in the world(Ephesians 2:12). Let us never boast of our good
works or attainments but glory in the cross of looird Jesus.

The crucifying work of the cross is again showneh&Ye are crucified
to the world through the cross. The values, honoplesasures and
treasures of the world have lost their charm foséhwho love the Lord
Jesus (cp. Philippians 3:—8&jave they lost their charm for you? Do
you glory in the cross of Christ?

| thirst, but not as once | did,

The vain delights of earth to share;
Thy wounds, Emmanuel, all forbid
That | should seek my pleasure there.

It was the sight of thy dear cross
First weaned my soul from earthly things;
And taught me to esteem as dross
The mirth of fools and pomp of kings.
(William Cowper)
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22 MARCH Galatians 6:1 1-18

| bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus

Paul again reminds us that in Christ circumcisias o advantage over
uncircumcision (15; cp. 5:6). It is a new creatimought about by the
Holy Spirit in our hearts that is all important f#p3:3,5; Romans
2:29). Though he was a Jew, Paul did not boasisicitcumcision or
his pedigree as a Pharisee; he gloried in the cfiss Israel of God’
(16) is not the Jewish state, but the church ofisEiio which every
Christian belongs, whether Jew or Gentile (cp. Rm1#28-29).

Therule of which the apostle writes (16) is that of placour complete
trust in Christ to save us from our sins and glogyin his cross (14).
When we walk according to this rule, we enjoy the @ace and
mercy of God in our lives (14-16).

Paul writes, Let no one trouble md17). Troublemakers take up time
and energy that could be better spent in feediadntingry sheep in the
church and in reaching needy people with the goSpreublesome
people do weary us but we must be gracious andifirdealing with
them.

The apostle writes| bear in my body the mark$reek = ‘stigmata’)
of the Lord Jesus(17). These ‘stigmata’ have nothing to do with
wounds in the hands, feet and side displayed byseho are revered
as ‘saints’. The New Testament has no record of Bearing such
wounds. The marks that Paul bore in his body weeestars which
came as a result of his suffering for his Saviaip. 2 Corinthians
11:22-28). He had been persecuted in Galatia asthtddwan stoned and
left for dead when in the city of Lystra (Acts 19)1

The apostle had been grieved and hurt by the Galkgtibut he still
loved them and called thebrethrenand prayed;The grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ be with your spir{tL8).
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1 & 2 KINGS

The two books of the Kings cover a period of fountired years in the
history of Israel. They open with the death of KIDgvid and close with
the people of Judah being carried off into captiintBabylon. Solomon
who succeeded David began well and built a magmititemple for the
worship of God. He was renowned for his God-givésdem but was
foolish in his personal life. He married many wivaasd succumbed to
their heathen influence. He turned from the Lord amrshipped their
gods, bringing divine displeasure and judgment upiamself (1 Kings

11). The lack of wisdom of Solomon’s son, Rehobolaraught about a
great rebellion which divided the kingdom.

The turbulent history of the two nations is recardte 1 Kings 12 to the
end of 2 Kings. All those who ruled over Israel eewil but Judah was
blessed with some good kings. Most of the propketscised their
ministry during this period — Elijah, Elisha, Jo&mos, Jonah, Hosea,
Isaiah, Micah, Zephaniah, Nahum, Habakkuk and JetenSome of
them prophesied to one kingdom, others to both. Odre is merciful
and slow to anger and he sent the prophets to tiararring people.
Persistent and repeated disobedience inevitablygtahe judgment of
God upon them and Israel went into Assyrian cafytivi 722 BC, Judah
to captivity in Babylon in 586 BC.

Outline of 1 Kings
1. The Reign of Solomon (chapters 1 to 11).

His kingdom established - 1:1 - 4:34
The temple constructed - 5:1 - 8:66
Solomon'’s glory from the Lord — 9:1 -10:29
Solomon’s apostasy - 1143~

2. The Divided Kingdom (chapters 12 to 22)
Early kings of Judah and Israel - 12:1 -16:34
Ministry of the prophet Elijah - 17:1 - 22:53

For further reading: Dale Ralph DavisTHE WISDOM AND THE FOLLY:
AN EXPOSITION OF THE BOOK OF FIRST KINGPuUblished by Christian Focus.
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23 MARCH 1 Kings 1:1-10

His father had not rebuked him at any time

1 Kings does not begin on a happy note. David wasiausly
approaching the end of his life, (he was sevensyseld when he died;
2 Samuel 5:4). It was an unseemly and shamefu tfinthe elderly
and frail David to have the young woman, Abishaga 8ed companion
to keep him warm. He already had several wiveshesidervants were
lacking godly wisdom in their advice to him (1-4).

God had appointed Solomon to succeed David as éuey Israel
(1 Chronicles 22:9-10), though he was not the ektas(cp. 2 Samuel
3:2-5). Amnon and Absalom, the first and third somere dead;
Scripture is silent concerning Chileab, the secsmt who may have
died in battle. Adonijah, the fourth and eldedbatid’s surviving sons,
knew that it was the Lord’s will for Solomon to kimg (2:15) but he
planned to seize the throne. Dale Ralph Davis camsné&Our writer
sees ... Adonijah as unqualified for kingdom leatgr. There is far
more to it than saying, “I will be king” (5). Lu&tr power and position
are not the marks for leadership among God’s pé&¢phE WISDOM
AND THE FOLLY — page 18).

Adonijah was aided and abetted by Joab and thepright, Abiathar.
Adonijah organised animal sacrifices to be follovegda great banquet
near to En Rogel, to which many prominent peopleewavited,
including all the king’s sons except Solomon. Nathle prophet,
Zadok the priest and David’s mighty men were alsthueled. Adonijah
would be proclaimed as king at this banquet (5258.26).

Adonijah was very handsome like his half-brothes&lbom; both were
vain and proud (5-6; cp. 2 Samuel 14:25-26; 15M8.read these
telling words in verse @&nd his father had not rebuked him at any time
by saying, ‘Why have you done sbavid may have been frail, but he
had the support of mighty men. A timely rebuke i®odon would have
spared him much heartache and trouble in his lags.df we are
cowardly, and, for the sake of an easy life fail taeal with
wrongdoing in our family or church, we will reap abitter harvest!
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24 MARCH 1 Kings 1:11-27

The eyes of all Israel are on you

Adonijah may have thought that his ailing fatherwdodiscover too

late that the plot to seize the throne had succk&dece the throne was
his, David would be unable to install Solomon asgkiHe may have
imagined that his secret scheming would go undisped, but he

reckoned without the Lord. God used the prophethliatto play a

crucial part in foiling Adonijah’s plot.

Nathan informed Bathsheba, Solomon’s mother, ofgloe. She

realised that the situation was desperate because Bavid died, both
Solomon and herself would almost certainly be mutdéath by

Adonijah (12, 21). Nathan counselled her regarthegaction that they
should take. She would inform David of the conspyrand Nathan
would time things so that he would come beforekihg while she was
still speaking. He would then confirm her repoi2{14).

It is always right that we pray, especially in tenaf crisis. God does
not always choose to send some miraculous intdorertowever. He
uses human instruments to bring his will to pasghBin was aware of
his responsibility toward God and also to David. feded to do
something about it! | once knew of a situation veharchurch was in
great difficulty and the elders needed to taketdrastion. One church
member was convinced that they should simply pray laave the
sovereign God to intervene, and to right the wr@ige would not be
persuaded of human responsibility to do somethirgych a situation.

David had been unaware of the plot (18) and Bathsheminded him,
‘The eyes of all Israel are on you, that you shaaltithem who will sit
on the throne(20). David too had a responsibility to take action
Nathan then came to see the king as planned arwbhiermed
Bathsheba’s story (22-27). He too reminded Davad tie needed to
do something quicklyWwe must never use the truth of God’s
sovereignty as an excuse for our lethargy.
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25 MARCH 1 Kings 1:28-53

Blessed be the®RD God of Israel

David was physically weak, but this did not prevkmh from taking
decisive action. He promised Bathsheba that Solomvonld
immediately be proclaimed king and he called fod@g Nathan and
Benaiah (one of his mighty men; 2 Samuel 23:20-128)commanded
them to take immediate action to thwart Adonijat his conspirators,
and to anoint Solomon as king at Gihon which ithe Kidron valley
to the east of Jerusalem (28-38).

Zadok anointed Solomon whom the people proclaingetheir king.
A joyful procession followed Solomon into the citlye people playing
their flutes. Adonijah and the guests were feastingBn Rogel which
was further south in the Kidron Valley. They he#énd sound of the
happy and noisy celebration in Jerusalem and ldaha Solomon had
been anointed king. Adonijah’s feast came to amptbend and his
guests dispersed in panic. He took refuge in therteacle, clinging to
the horns of the altar in order to obtain mercy-&). Solomon spared
his brother and gave him a warning that if anyHfertwickedness was
found in him, he would be put to death (51-53).

The name ‘Adonijah’ means ‘Jehovah is my Lord’, Datvid’s son of
that name had not submitted to the lordship of Jahan his own life.
He was very foolish to imagine that he could thwaad'’s purposes
(cp, Psalm 2:1-4; Isaiah 14:27). ‘He that, in tregmng, was grasping
at a crown, is, before night, begging for his l{fatthew Henry)Our
great confidence and comfort lies in the fact thaGod is absolutely
sovereign and that all of his purposes will surelgtand.

David bowed in worship on his bed when he hearthisanstructions
had been followed and that Solomon had been andikiteg to
succeed him. He praised God, sayifiglessed be the @RD God of
Israel’ (48). Let us now worship and adore our sovereigd.G
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26 MARCH 1 Kings 2:1-12

Be strong, therefore, and prove yourself a man

The words of dying King David to Solomon are fulliestruction and
challenge. He warned Solomon to deal with JoabSdmichei who were
not to be trusted. He should also show kindne8ataillai's sons who
had been kind to David when he was a fugitive fisinsalom (6-7).
David urged his soriBe strong, therefore, and prove yourself a man’
(2). We must never confuse true manliness with'iiirecho’ image
admired by so many in the world. ‘Macho’ man is @&ggive in his
masculinity, loves to charm young women, is fulhohself, and is vain
in his imagination. This is a far cry from the miaess that God
requires of Christian men. The church has a gread m these days for
manly men! The Christian man must:

* Be strong (2). He must refuse to compromise Gtdth and be
prepared, if necessary, to stand alone againgt@nbwickedness.

* Be godly(3-4). He must maintain fellowship with God and kee
his commandments.

* Be wise (6,9). He needs to exercise much wisdoleadership

at home and (where appropriate) in the church.

* Bekind (7). Strength does not exclude gentlepesndness.

The perfect example of manliness is found in thedlJesus Christ. He
burned with anger against the hypocrites and tleked (Mark 3:5;
John 2:13-17) but he was full of compassion forrteedy. He was
always noble and gentle in his dealings with woraed he wept at the
tomb of his friend (John 8:3-11; 11:34-36).

Prove yourself a man- | wonder if Bishop Hugh Latimer had those
words in mind when he encouraged his fellow refarnNdcholas
Ridley, as they burned at the stake in 1555? —dBgood comfort,
Master Ridley, and play the man. We shall this ldgyt such a candle,
by God’s grace, in England, as | trust shall néegput out.’Christian
men, take these words to heart and show Christlikenanliness in
your lives. Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong
(1 Corinthians 16:13).
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27 MARCH 1 Kings 2:13-46

The LorDwill his blood on his head

The early days of Solomon’s reign were far fromyefas the young

king and he had to prove himself a man by takingsiee and firm

action to deal with those who posed a threat tthinane. Adonijah was
quite subtle in seeking to have Abishag as his;wifss was another
way of laying claim to the throne (it was commorstean custom for
a king’s wives to be taken by his successor or.r&haithophel had

counselled Absalom to take his father’s concubitesassert the
overthrow of David — 2 Samuel 16:21).

Solomon realised that Adonijah still had designshanthrone of Israel
and he ordered Benaiah to put him to death. He laiswvthat he had
to deal swiftly with Adonijah’s allies. Abiathar waemoved from his
position as high priest to be replaced by Zadok276 35).

Joab had also been a leading conspirator in supgdstionijah’s claim

to the throne. Following the execution of Adonijal,realised that his
own days were numbered and he sought sanctuaheitabernacle
(28-31). He had been a treacherous and ruthlessandhme could
hardly expect to receive further mercy from Solomeho said of him,

The LORD will return his blood on his head, because hedtrdown

two men more righteous and better than he, anéddkilhem with the
sword(32).

Shimei was promised that his life would be sparsdomg as he
remained in Jerusalem. He readily agreed to alydedbomon’s strict

instructions, but he failed to keep his word anddwewas executed by
Benaiah (36—-46).

All these men had been wicked and deserved to bishped. We must
remember that we do reap whatever we sow (Gala@iaf)sThis is a
great encouragement for those who serve the Lord,ub it is a
solemn warning to those who refuse to bow to the ldship of
Christ over their lives.
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28 MARCH 1 Kings 3:1-15

And Solomon loved the @RD ...except ...

Solomon was foolish and disobedient to God in h&rage to the
daughter of Pharaoh (1); this marriage, and hisemgrent marriages to
heathen women were to lead to spiritual declenisidns own life and
to trouble in Israel (see chapter 11). We read $uddbmon loved the
LORD... except that he sacrificed and burned incensleeahigh places
(3). * The people did not have a temple where tteyld make their
sacrifices (2) but they did have the tabernacled Gad commanded
that sacrifices were to be restricted to worshithattabernacle which
at this time was at Gibeon (Deuteronomy 12:5-6,1232 Chronicles
1:3). The high places were associated with pagasimpand should
have been destroyed rather than adapted for thehipoof the Lord.
Solomon ended his days building high places fomvtbeship of false
gods (11:6-10).

Solomon loved thedRD, walking in the statutes of David his fathmit

there was the problem of incomplete obedience. iHdode the Lord
but he married an unbeliever (there is no evidehat his Egyptian
wife had embraced the worship of Jehovah; cp 13:14€ loved the
Lord but by his own example, he encouraged theslisea to use high
places for the making their sacrifices.

The Lord Jesus loved us so much that he gave Hitasdle for our
salvation. Dare we offer him less than our totalad®n? Do not be
like Solomon, whdoved the LORD ... excepts.there something in
your life that is spoiling your walk with God? Half-hearted

devotion to the Lord is not acceptable (cp. Revelamn 3:15-16)!

* Dale Ralph Davis takes a more positive view ofo&mn in these opening
verses of the chapter, but | disagree (see his @ntary on 1 Kings). He uses
God’s approval of Solomon'’s sacrifices at Gibeosupport his case. He fails,
however, to distinguish between this and the dtigdr places which were not
sanctioned by God for worship. It is made clea? i@hronicles 1:3 that the
tabernacle was itthe great high placeat Gibeon. The Lord was gracious to
Solomon, despite his partial obedience, but we Ishoot presume to follow
Solomon’s bad example.
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29 MARCH X ) 1 Kings 3:5-28

Therefore give your servant an understanding heart

Solomon went to worship God and offer sacrifice&ibeon where the
Lord appeared to him in a dream by night and sagk! What shall |
give you?'(5). The young king responded by acknowledging '&od
goodness to him but he was aware of his lack oéegpce to lead a
great nation (6—7). He saidTherefore give your servant an
understanding heart to judge your people, that yrdescern between
good and evil’(9). He would then be able to rule the nationhwit
wisdom and justice. God was pleased with his uiséetequest and
gave him riches and honour as well as the wisdanwfoch he had
asked (4-15). Are your prayers self-centred or olo lyonour God in
your praying? Do you pray for the Lord’s peopleliEpians 6:18)7?

The Hebrew translateahderstandingcould be translated ‘hearing’.
Do we listen to what God has to say to us throughNord? Do we
listen to what others in the church and in our fgrare saying to us?
If we are not good listeners, we will hardly haare understanding
heart. Every pastor and church leader needs to pray afitenGod
would give theman understanding hearthe ideal Christian husband
also needs to hawan understanding heathat he may be responsive
to his own wife’s needs (cp. 1 Peter 3:7). Paremé®d an
understanding hearthat they may train their children in the ways of
the Lord with patience and gentleneB®. you ever pray that the
Lord would give you an understanding hear®

The well known story of the dispute between the prastitutes over
the baby is recounted in verses 16 to 28. Thadniljudgment given
by Solomon was recognised by the people as Godigavel gained
him great respect. God had answered his prayarfamderstanding
heartto judge the people, that he might discern betvgeer and evil
(9). Let us seek always to havan understanding heart!
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30 MARCH 1 Kings 4:1-34

God gave Solomon wisdom and exceedingly great usterding

The first part of this chapter contains a list @i@non’s officials.
Jehoshaphat, who was recorder in David’s courtjiwoed in the office
(3; cp. 1 Chronicles 18:15). It was his respongybib record events as
they happened and to maintain the official archividse land was
divided into twelve districts, each with a governdwo of these
governors were married to daughters of Solomon18)L,The
governors were each responsible for supplying ésls of Solomon’s
court for one month (7).

Verses 20 to 34 give us a glimpse of Israel’'s gresg, prosperity and
joy under Solomon. The happiness, peace and safeédplomon’s
reign (20, 24-25) is a picture of the blessings &naait us when Christ
comes to reign at the end of the age. Our KingLthvd Jesus Christ,
is far greater than Solomon (Matthew 12:42) andkimgdom is more
excellent. How often we forget our great privilegesChrist. The
kingdom of God is not food and drink, but rightewess and peace and
joy in the Holy SpiritftRomans 14:17). Miserable, complaining
Christians do not honour their Saviour.

God had promised to give Solomon a wise and unaledsig heart
(3:12) and he wrote many proverbs and songs (32)bétame so
renowned for his wisdom, that visitors came fronmgnaountries to
hear his wisdom (34)God gave Solomon wisdom and exceedingly
great understanding, and largeness of hgart ‘breadth of mind’,
ESV)like the sand on the sea-sh@&9). The Lord is very bountiful in
his gifts to his childrenChristian, bring your needs to God in
prayer, including your need of wisdom in all your aecision making
(James 1:5) Remember, he loves you so much that he did no¢ $ps
own Son to save you from your sins. With him, hi freely give you
all things (Romans 8:32). Rejoice and be encouragegbur
wonderful God!
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31 MARCH 1 Kings 5:1-18

The LORD my God has given me rest on every side

Hiram, king of Tyre had been a friend of David dwedsent a delegation
to Solomon on hearing that he had been anointegidier Israel. This
delegation may have visited the court of Solomanomdy as a gesture
of friendship, but also to hear his wisdom (1-2;484). Solomon now
sought to enlist the help of Hiram to help him dufie house of God.
The king of Tyre was aware that the Lord had nemited David to
build a temple because he had been a man of wap(3; Chronicles
28:3).

Solomon acknowledgedThe LORD my God has given me rest on
every side’(4). Peaceful times are not for slumber! If God has
blessed and prospered us, it is all too easy to bemplacent and to
take our ease. We must seek every opportunity to wo for the
Lord. There will always be work to do for him until Jesgsnes again.
The church is described asoly temple in the Lor(Ephesians 2:21).
We need to be at rest (peace) among ourselves iomoulocal church
if this temple is to be built up. We must alwaysleavourto keep the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of pea(phesians 4:3). Solomon
remembered the Lord’s promise to David, that his would build a
house for God (5). The promises of God encourage aar work for
him.

Hiram had skilled workmen as well as huge foreshscw would
supply top quality timber for use in the constraantiof the temple.
Solomon promised to pay Hiram for the labour andemias supplied,
and the king of Tyre responded favourably (6—1DbJofon raised a
vast labour force to build the temple, but he watsmsensitive to their
family needs. Those who went away to work in Lelvawere there for
one month and then returned home for two months14B There is a
vital lesson here not only for labour relationsimdustry and
commerce, but also for leaders in the Lord’s wBdople work best for
those who are thoughtful and considerate.
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1 APRIL 1 Kings 6:1-13

If you ... keep all my commandments, and walk ireth,
then | will perform my word with you

Chapters 6 and 7 describe the temple and its fings. The temple
was twice the size of the tabernacle in length lrehdth (2; cp.
Exodus chapter 26); it was 30 cubits (45 feet & b3etres) high. The
stones for the building were shaped and finishateaguarry so that
there was no noise from hammer or chisel at th@lesite (7).

Plan of temple building
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The Lord spoke to Solomon, promisintf, you ... keep all my
commandments, and walk in them, then | will perfargnword with

you’ (12). God promised that he would be among thelddil of Israel
and that he would never forsake them (13). Notie¢ God’s promise
was conditioned by obedience to his Word. The Loxduired

Solomon to keep all God’s commandments. Partiatli@nee is not
good enough for God (see notes for 28 March). Ehaelites were to
learn that the temple with all its splendour ansloagtion with the
worship of almighty God would not save them froreaditer if they
disobeyed God.

We know that we will not be sinless until we redeaven, but we
must seek always to obey God’s Word if we are tovkihis blessing
in our lives (cp. Deuteronomy 28:1-X)you have lost the joy of the
Lord’s peace and presence in your life, could it béhat you are
falling short in your obedience to him?
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2 APRIL 1 Kings 6:14-38

Cherubim

Most Israelite worshippers would never see therisaactuary (or ‘the

Most Holy Place’) of the temple. The high priestrad went into this

sacred room just once a year, on the Day of Atoménieday’s reading

describes the splendour of the inner sanctuariadhte Israelites and
readers such as ourselves would be able to envitsagigendour.

The whole of the temple interior was overlaid wgthid, including the
floor (22, 30). The word ‘gold’ appears eleven tgme verses 20 to 35.
We may think that there is an unnecessary extraneegm the use of
such costly materials but Dale Ralph Davis poinistbat ‘if there is
an indulgence that is sinful (cf. Luke 12:17-21)ete is an
extravagance that is godly (Mark 14:3-9) ... andh@es the message
of temple gold is that nothing cheap should beretfeo Yahweh but
only what is a tribute commensurate with his sptemt{THE WISDOM
AND THE FOLLY — page 64). We must offer our very best to thelLor
in our worship and in our work for him. We are te generous in
bringing our tithes and offerings to the Lord.

The Most Holy Place was dominated by the figuresavaf cherubim,
carved from olive wood and overlaid with gold. Tretgod 10 cubits
in height (about 15 feet or 4% metres), each wisimalar wingspan.
They were placed against one wall with the tiphafit wings meeting
and they covered the whole of the wall (23-28)uFeg of cherubim
were also carved on the walls and doors of the (32, 35).

Cherubimare heavenly beings who are represented in thke Bib
having wings, hands and feet. God is describethénpsalms as
dwelling between the cherubim and being borne Bntl{Psalms
18:10; 80:1; 99:1). God placed cherubim in the gardf Edento
guard the way to the tree of lifgsenesis 3:24). Cherubim are
associated with the very presence of God and ¢éinnsnded the priests
and worshippers in the temple to be reverent itnbig presencedow
often we forget this when we meet together to worgh the living
and awesome God.
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