31 OCTOBER Luke 9:37-45

But they did not understand this saying

When Jesus came down from the mountain with Peter, James and John,
they found the other disciples disputing with the scribes aftandaib
exorcise a demon from a boy (Mark 9:14). This feglmust have
brought much scorn from the enemies of Jesus. The distraught father of
the boy pleaded with Jesus to deliver his only §om the demon
which had rendered him deaf and dumb and caused him to throw fits
(37-40; cp. Mark 9:25). Jesus rebuked those around dsna
‘faithless and perverse generatia@l). The disciples also lacked faith

and the perverse scribes may have been gloating atiiaeility to

deal with the demon. Jesus told the man to bring his son to him and as
he came, the demon threw the boy down in a convulsion. Jesus rebuked
the unclean spirit and the boy was healed.

While an astonished crowd was still marvelling at the mighty wofks
Jesus, he told his disciples to pay close attention to what he was going
to tell them.The Son of man is about to be delivered into the hands of
men.’ But they did not understand this saying, and it was hidden from
them so that they did not perceivédid—45). They could not understand
how the one who has such mighty power over demonsimsedses
could be taken by men and they were afraid to askflor an
explanationSome people may be weak in their understanding of
spiritual things while their hearts are right with God. The Lord
Jesus was so patient with the disciples. Are we patient hogetwho

are slow to learn or who are babes in Christ?

O Master, let me walk with thee
In lowly paths of service free;
Tell me thy secret; help me bear
The strain of toil, the fret of care.

Help me the slow of heart to move

By some clear winning word of love;

Teach me the wayward feet to stay

And guide them in the homeward way. (Washington Gladden)
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1 OCTOBER Luke 5:1-11

From now on you will catch men

Peter, Andrew, James and John were partners in a fishing business
(7,10). They had already become followers of the Lord Jesus and had
recognised him as the Messiah (cp. John 1:35-51) but they were now
called to leave their business interests to follom. A great crowd
pressed about Jesus near to the spot where theymer@ing their

nets and Peter readily allowed Jesus to teach from his boat\(Ih&).

Jesus had finished teaching, he told Peter to take his boat ierdee
water and to let down his net for a catch. Peter protesteth#ahad

toiled all night without success but he saikvertheless at your word

I will let down the net(4-5).

Peter was to learn that to trust in Jesus and to obey him brisgaigle

The net began to break under the strain of the great catch ohtish a
James and John were summoned to help land th€d@ish). Jesus
knew where the experienced fishermen should fish because he knows
all things and he is in control of all creation. Astonished and
awe-struck Peter worshipped Jesus sayiDgpart from me, for | am

a sinful man, O Lord!(8-9). This was less a request for Jesus to go
away than a recognition that he is Gddo¢d’ — cp. John 20:28; 2
Corinthians 4:5) and a confession of Peter’s own sinfulness.

Jesus reassured Pet&o not be afraid. From now on you will catch
men’(10). Peter and his partners left their huge catch and their bsisines
interests to follow Jesus into full-time service. They had jesh she
evidence that Jesus could supply all their needs and that theh@ne
had given them a great harvest of fish would also give them a harvest
of souls. We may have toiled for years with little success invthré

of the gospel, we may feel inadequate in our attertgpwitness to
others, but we must remember that God is the Ldrdth@ harvest
(Matthew 9:38)Let us commit our work and witness for the Lord

into his loving hands, trust in him and persevere.

All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from
the New King James Version. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson Inc.
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

30 OCTOBER Luke 9:28-36

This is my beloved Son. Hear him!

The Lord Jesus took Peter, James and John up onto a mountain to pray.
He was transfigured as he prayed, and Moses and Elijah appeared in
glory and spoke of his death (ZBL). Moses represented the law and
Elijah the prophets. In our Saviour the law and the prophets at&etlilfi
(24:25-27). Moses had seen the glory of God on Mount Sinai (Exodus
24:9-10), and on another occasion his face had shone, reflecang th
glory of God (Exodus 34:285). The Lord Jesus does not merely
reflect the glory of God — he is God. The brilliance and the magesty

by the three disciples was that of God himself. The transfigurafion
Jesus was to have a lasting impression upon thenm Wrote,'We
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of
grace and truth’'(John 1:14). Peter recordg/e ... were eye-witnesses

of his majesty(2 Peter 1:1617). We too will see the glory of Christ

at his second coming (Mark 13:26; 2 Thessalonians 1:9-10).

The three disciples had been sleeping but werg aullake before
Moses and Elijah departed. Peter, as often, spoke first and thought late
He said,Master, it is good for us to be herahd he suggested making
three shelters, one each for Jesus, Moses and Elijah (33) Whikshe
uttering these words, a cloud came down upon them and the voice of
God the Father spoke from the cloud, sayimgis is my beloved Son.
Hear him!” (35). There are times when we feel the presence an
blessing of God in a special way and would echo the words of Peter,
‘Master, it is good for us to be herd’et us take time to read and to

hear the word of God, to listen to what the Lord Jesus has tag

to us, and to obey him.

Master, speak! and make me ready,
When thy voice is truly heard,
With obedience glad and steady
Still to follow every word.
I am listening, Lord, for thee;
Master, speak, O speak to me!
(Frances R. Havergal)
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29 OCTOBER Luke 9:23-27

If anyone desires to come after me, let him deny himself

Jesus spoke of his own suffering (22) but he also taught that all who
follow him must be prepared to suffer. He sdifdlanyone desires to
come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and
follow me’(23). Taking up the cross means making difficult choices
which may lead to suffering, shame and persecution for Christ and his
kingdom. It means letting go of pride so that we are not ashamed
Jesus (26). It means submitting to the lordship of Christ. If Jesus is not
Lord of all in your life, he is not Lord at all. It may appear thatare
‘losing our life’ with all its freedom and joys, but this is nater(24).
Self-denial does not bring misery, but great liberatiad joy as we
follow the Lord. J.C. Ryle observes, ‘A crucified Saviour will nelver
content to have a self-pleasing, self-indulging, worldly-minded people.
No self-denial — no real grace! No cross — no croweXROSITORY
THOUGHTS ON LUKE volume 1, page 310).

Discipleship is a costly business but the alternative to following Christ
is too dreadful to contemplat&or what advantage is it to a man if he
gains the whole world, and is himself destroyedost?’ (25). To
prefer the world and its passing pleasures to €igithe height of
folly. To be lost is to be alienated from God and the Lord JesustChris
It is to lose all hope of eternal life in heaven and everlastnglf is

to be on the road to hell and everlasting misery!

What does it mean to be ashamed of Jesus (26)@dhmfeeling
embarrassed about being a Christian. It means being afraid of men and
their opinions of us. The worldling is not ashamed of his sin nor of his
superstitious behaviowVhy should we be ashamed of our perfect,
all-powerful, beloved Saviour who has done so much for us?

Jesus promised that some of those present woulthsiat death till
they see the kingdom of G{&i7; ‘present with power- Mark 9:1).
This probably refers to his resurrection and the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit. The gospel had a tremendous impact uporRivan world
which the apostles were accused of turning upside down (Acts 17:6).
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2 OCTOBER Luke 5:12-16

Lord, if you are willing ... | am willing; be cleansed

We saw yesterday that the Lord Jesus has power over creation because
he is God. The leper acknowledged this when he worshipped him and
confessed his confidence in Christ’s ability to hiein (12; cp.
Matthew 8:2). He may have been uncertain aboutlibed’s
willingness to heal him, however. He ask&ard, if you are willing,

you can make me clearleprosy was much feared in those times
because it was incurable and sufferers were isoledgrevent it
spreading. Jesus was moved with compassion for the man and touched
him (13; cp. Mark 1:41). As soon as he sdidm willing; be cleansed,’

the man was healed.

Every person born into this world is afflicted by a plague far wibvae
leprosy. The most developed psychology and all manner of theories and
therapies have failed to cure it. | refer to the plague of sishwihill,

if not cured, lead to eternal separation from Gbégou are not a
Christian, perhaps you may wonder if he is willing to forgive you.

If you come to him, he will never turn you away (John 6:37).

Jesus told the man not to tell anyone of this miracle apart fromirstpow
himself to the priest (for ritual cleansing and ionation that the
disease had been cured so that he could return to normal life — 14; cp.
Leviticus 14:1-32). In his zeal the man disobeyed the Lord and spread
the news of his healing. As a result Jesus was restricted in hgmnini

by huge crowds and for a time was unable to go into the cities (Mark
1: 45). We must beware of an uncontrolled zeal which hinders rather
than advances the work of the gospel. We often suffer from the opposite
problem however. We are silent when we should be witnessing.

The Lord Jesus had a very busy and tiring ministry but he was never too
busy to pray (16; cp. 6:12; 9:28-29). If he neettedpend time in
prayer, how much more should we recognise our need to pray often?
Prayer is a low priority for many of us and we are the poorer ér

it. We have a God who is more willing to hear us thawe are to

pray.



3 OCTOBER Luke 5:17-26

When he saw their faith

The Lord Jesus came again to Capernaum where & gread,
including scribes and Pharisees, thronged the house in which he was
staying (17; cp. Mark 2:1-2). Four men brought a paralysed man to him
for healing but they could not get near to him because of thedcrow
These resourceful men took the paralytic up an outside stairway to the
roof of the house. They opened up the roof and lowered the paralytic
on his mattressWhen he saw their faitlesus spoke to the man,
forgave his sins and healed him (20,25).

The scribes and the Pharisees rightly recognised that whentdkelsus
the man that his sins were forgiven, he was alseréiag his deity.
They thought that Jesus was blaspheming becausealdoéd can
forgive sins. He knew what they were thinking (t®aknows our
thoughts) and he rebuked them (21-23). The Bible plainly teaches that
the Lord Jesus is God, but many cults deny this. TheéSitie of Man’

also speaks of deity (24; cp. Matthew 26:64—65; Daniel 7:13-14). After
the man was healed, they were all amazed, and they glorified God and
were filled with fear, sayingyWe have seen strange things tod&%6).

The four men recognised that their paralysed friend had a great physica
need. When they brought him to Jesus, an even greater need was met
— his sins were forgiveWVhen he saw their faitlthich was not put off

by seeming obstacles (the crowd thronging the house), he rewarded that
faith. It was a faith that persevered despite apparent sethiitheut

faith it is impossible to please hifHebrews 11:6). What kind of faith

does God see in you? Do you have the faith that perseveres in prayer
for your loved ones and friends who do not know the Laet?is look

on obstacles as an opportunity to prove the faithfulness of God.

28 OCTOBER Luke 9:18-22

But who do you say that | am?

After travelling north to Caesarea Philippi (cp. Matthew 16:13)sles
asked his discipleswho do the crowds say that | am@pinions
varied, some thinking that he was John the Baptist, Elijah or orfesof t
old prophets who had risen again (18-19; cp. versé&y. People
continue to have different opinions about the Lord Jesus. They say, ‘He
is the founder of Christianity’ — ‘He is a great religious teacher’e- ‘H

is a wonderful example of a good person’ — ‘He is a prophethédd
answers are inadequate.

The Lord Jesus knows our thoughts (cp. 11:17), so why would he ask
the disciples about the opinion of others concegriimself? The
answer is that it matters little what others think about J¥ghat is all
important is what you think about Jesus!He was using the first
guestion that he put to the disciples to make way for his next question,
‘But who do you say that | am@20).

Peter’s confessiofithe Christ of God’(20; cp. Matthew 16:16)
acknowledged Jesus as:

» The Christ, the Messiah promised through the prophets of the Old
Testament (Luke 24:27; 44-45; Acts 28:23).

* The Son of God. This is a title of deity (John&:1He is God
(John 1:1-3; Romans 9:5). Any religion that denies that Jesus is God
is a false religion.

We are not told why Jesus commanded the disciples that they should
not reveal his identity as the Messiah (21). It was probably to preve
the people acclaiming him as a political leader wiauld free the
nation from Roman servitude and restore Israel’s greatness.hebsus

a far greater mission. From this point in his ministry, he bég&each

his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem where he woultdutdnd

be raised the third day (22). The disciples had not realised that Je
would suffer, die and rise again in order to save sinners (cp. Matthew
16:22). They were, however, unable to take in what he was saying to
them (cp. verse 44-45; 18:31-34).
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27 OCTOBER Luke 9:10-17

You give them something to eat

The feeding of the five thousand is the only miracle of Jesus waich
recorded in each of the Gospels. Though Jesus and his disciples needed
peace and quiet, he received the people and spoke to them about the
kingdom of God and healed those who were sick (10-11). If we really
desire to be used by God, we must have compassion on those who are
lost and be ready to deny ourselves for the sake of the gospel.

They went by boat along the northern shore of the Sea of Galilee to a
deserted place. There was no escape from the huge crowds, who went
by foot around the shore to await the arrival of the Lord (10€fh.

Mark 6:30—-33). The busy day was passing and theywéangry
disciples wanted Jesus to send away the multitude, but he said to them,
‘You give them something to eafhey protested that they had only
five loaves and two fish and that the only alternative was to gband

food for them all (12-13). The Lord Jesus ordered the disciples to seat
the people in groups of fifty and then he blessed the loaves anddish. H
miraculously fed them from just five loaves and tWsh. Five
thousand men, besides women and children all ate and were filed a
twelve baskets were filled with the remains of the meal (14-17).

Those of us who are Christians know the answer to the despdgéate pl

of men, women, boys and girls around us. We know that this world can
never satisfy them and that if they are not fed with the brehdasfen,

they will be lost for ever and perish in hell. Is the Lord Jesus saying to
you, ‘You give them something to éatle will supply all your needs

if you obey him and what greater satisfaction is there thaiseeing

a hungry soul satisfied with the food of the gospel?

O lead me, Lord, that | may lead
The wandering and the wavering feet!
O feed me, Lord, that | may feed
Thy hungering ones with manna sweet!
(Frances R. Havergal)
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4 OCTOBER Luke 5:27-32

He left all, rose up, and followed him

Levi is the same person as the Gospel writer Mattlopw NMatthew

9:9). Tax collectors were hated and despised because they worked for
the Romans who occupied their country. They also had a well-deserved
reputation for being dishonest and corrupt. As long as they collected an
agreed amount of tax for the Roman authorities, they could overcharge
and keep the surplus for themselves. The tax plagdrno right of
appeal against the tax collector’s levy. The scribesRiratisees put
them on the same level as the worst of sinners and wrote thes off
far as salvation was concerned (30).

The Lord Jesus called Matthew, one of these social outcastdiotw f

him and to be one of those most closely associated with him. His other
name, Levi, means ‘attached’. The tribe of Levi was attacheddadrG

a special way, being set aside for the service of God. They pravieed
priests and teachers of God’s law and others involved in the sandce
ritual of the temple. Matthew Levi had not attachechself to the
Lord’s work but to serve the heathen Romans. Caniy@agine his
amazement to hear the great teacher, the holy Son of Godg dayi
him, ‘Follow me’?

Matthewleft all, rose up, and followed hiif28). He gave up a
comfortable living to become attached to the Lord Jesus. He was not
a secret believer but gave a great feast to which he invited nizey ot
tax collectors where he introduced them to his Saviour &)you

glad to own Jesus as your Lord before your friends and colleagues

at work? Do you earnestly desire and pray for their salvation?

No one is beyond the reach of God's mercy. Christianity is for sinners,
but the churlish, self-righteous Pharisees did not recognise their own
spiritual need. Jesus told thefinhave not come to call the righteous,
but sinners, to repentancé30-32). He does not call the righteous
because there are no righteous people (Romans 3:10). We aneaal s

and he calls us to repentance. How is it with you?



5 OCTOBER Luke 5:33—-39

Why do the disciples of John fast ... but yours eat and drink?

Some of the disciples of John the Baptist saw thgpness and
feasting at the house of Matthew but were puzzled that the disciples of
Jesus did not fast. They asked Je¥Wsy do the disciples of John fast
often and make prayers, and likewise those of the Pharisees, but yours
eat and drink?’(33). He replied that fasting was inappropriate for his
disciples, comparing his presence on earth withedding feast (a
Jewish wedding in Bible times was a very festive tiniée couple

who were married did not go away for a honeymoondbayed at
home. An open house was kept and the bridegroom and his bride were
treated like royalty as their closest friends skaa# the joy and
feasting of the week. These close friends were called liléren of

the bridechamber’ (translated heréths friends of the bridegroom’

The Lord Jesus was comparing himself to the bridegr and his
disciples to the bridegroom’s friends. How could they fast and mourn?
They were with the almighty Son of God. They were seeing corrupt tax
officials like Matthew coming to faith in Christ drtheir lives
completely transformed. There was daily rejoicingosinners
repenting. The Lord Jesus then spoke of the time that he would be taken
away:‘But the days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away
from them; then they will fast in those dag&5). William Hendriksen
points out that this was a prediction of his death on the cross.

Jesus said that a new cloth patch would soon pull aveay &n old
garment as it shrank in the wash. New wine wouldsban old
wineskin as it fermented because the old wineskin could not stiketch

a new one (36—39). When a person is saved by grace, the old life is not
patched up with good works. He is a new creation in Christ and the old
things have passed away (2 Corinthians 5:17). The garments of the old
life are replaced with the garments of salvation (Isaiah 6 Ifb@)new

wine of salvation must be poured into the new strong wineshks of

joyful thanksgiving and sacrificial service which glorifies God.

26 OCTOBER Luke 9:7-11

He sought to see him

Herod the Great, the tyrant who had sought to kill the infant Jesus, had
ten wives. He bequeathed his kingdom to three sfsbins. Herod
Antipas ruled over Galilee and Perea. Another son, Philip, ruled over
the north-eastern territories of the kingdom, and Archelaus over Judea
and Samaria. Archelaus was deposed by the Romans who then imposed
direct rule over Judea and Samaria in AD 6 (PorRilste became
governor of these territories in AD 26).

John the Baptist had fearlessly denounced Herodpastfor his
adultery with Herodias, the wife of his brother RhiHerod had
imprisoned John but was fascinated by the messéageeobold
preacher and heard him gladly (Mark 6:17—-29). He did not repent of his
sin however, and later he had John beheaded. Herod could not silence
his own conscience even though he had silenced John. When he heard
about Jesus, he was perplexed because some clthatedohn had

risen from the dead. Others were saying that Jesus wds @&iligme of

the old prophets who had risen again (7—8). We read that Ideugtht

to see hinbut when the opportunity came, the Lord Jesus had nothing
to say to him (23:8-9). He had squandered his opportunities to repent.
It is not enough to hear God’s word or to have annterest in
religion. We must repent of our sin, turn to the Lord and trust in

him!

When the disciples returned from their preaching missiory, gase
Jesus an account of all that they had done (10). At this timelJesias

the dreadful news of the murder of John the Baptiatthew
14:12-13). They needed rest and Jesak them and went aside
privately into a deserted place belonging to the city called Bethsaida
(10). J.C. Ryle comments, ‘Those who do public work for the souls of
others, must be careful to make time for being alwite God. The
lesson is one which many Christians would do weltemember.
Occasional retirement, self-enquiry, meditation, asecret
communion with God, are absolutely essential to spiritual health. The
man who neglects them is in great danger of a fall’ (Page 297).
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25 OCTOBER Luke 9:1-6

He sent them to preach

The ministry of the Lord Jesus in Galilee was soon to finish (see verse
51) and he gave the discipleswer and authority over all demons, and

to cure diseases. He sent them to preach the kingdom of God and to heal
the sick(1-2; cp. Mark 6:7). They were to have a simple lifestyle and
not take money or food with them but look to tramial eastern
hospitality for their provision (3—4). They did not lack anything during
this preaching tour, though for later missions after the resurrection of
Christ they were told to take money with them (22:35-36).

They wentpreaching the gospel ... everywhgi®). J.C. Ryle
comments, ‘The importance of preaching, as a means of grace, might
easily be gathered from this passage, even if it stood alone. 8ot i

one instance, among many, of the high value whichBible
everywhere sets upon preaching. It is, in fact, God’s chosen instrument
for doing good to souls. By it sinners are converted, inquirers led on,
and saints built up. A preaching ministry is absolutely essenttakto
health and prosperity of a visible church. The pulpit is the place where
the chief victories of the gospel have always been won, and no church
has ever done much for the advancement of true religion in which the
pulpit has been neglectedEXPOSITORY THOUGHTS ON LUKE
volume 1, page 292).

The Lord Jesus told his disciples that when a haussty rejected

them and their message, they should shake off the dust from their feet
(5). This refers to the Jewish custom of shakirgydhst from their
sandals and clothes before re-entering the HolydlLater passing
through Gentile territory; this was to avoid ceremonial uncleanness. By
shaking the dust from their feet, the disciples were giving a symboli
warning that God would surely punish those Jews vdjected the
gospel. They were unclean and were no better than Gentiles (cp. Acts
13:49-51) Are you rejecting Christ? Beware!
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6 OCTOBER Luke 6:1-11

The Son of Man is also Lord of the Sabbath

The scribes and Pharisees made Sabbath-keeping a great burden and
misery by adding many rules and regulations todbemand of
Scripture. They were very quick to criticise the disciples for phgki

ears of corn on the Sabbath in order to feed themselves (1-2). The Lord
Jesus came to the defence of his disciples and reminded theieraccus
that David had once done an unlawful thing by eating the showbread
(3-4; cp. 1 Samuel 21:1-6).

The Lord Jesus taught that human need must be met on the Sabbath just
as it is on any other day (14:1-6). The Sabbath mwade for man

(Mark 2:27), not to be a burden but a blessing. Jesus reminded them,
‘The Son of Man is also Lord of the Sabbd#).

When Jesus went into the synagogue on another Sabbath, the scribes
and Pharisees watched him closely. They wondered whether he would
heal the man with a withered hand so that they couldsachim of
Sabbath-breaking (6—7). Jesus knew their thougidschallenged

them to say whether it was lawful or not to heal and to do good on the
Sabbath, and he then healed the man (8-10). The wicked scribes and
Pharisees had no compassion for the handicapped man and were filled
with rage when Jesus healed him. They were very iiig their
interpretation of the law and yet they plotted to do evil to the Lesds)

on the Sabbath (11)!

‘The Son of Man is also Lord of the Sabb#&): Is Jesus the Lord of

your Sabbaths? If he is, the Lord’s Day should be the highlightf

your week. You are able to rest from your daily work to bedtrto
worship God with his people, to do good and to show compassion to
those in need.



7 OCTOBER Luke 6:12-19

He called his disciples to him; and from them he chose twelve

Though multitudes were continuing to hear Jesus, opposdibtint

was increasing (11,17). After spending a night in prdyegalled his
disciples to him; and from them he chose twelve whom he also named
apostleg12-13). He had many disciples but these men were to be his
constant companions, to be prepared for the tagkedching the
gospel far and wide after his death and resurractidiey were
distinguished from other disciples in being named as kgso&hose

who have been sent out or commissioned). We are not apostles but we
are all called to be disciples (cp. Acts 9:19,36; 11:26). A dispipts

into practice the teachings of Christ (Matthew 28:19-20). Hendriksen
comments, ‘A disciple is a pupil, a learner. He is, however, nhae t

a "bookworm?”, or even than a “student”. Rather, he is an adherent, a
follower. Between him and his Master there exists — atlshould

exist — a close personal fellowshi€C@MMENTARY ON LUKE, page

327). Is it obvious to those who know you that you are a desapl
Christ?

Why did the Lord Jesus choose Judas Iscariot ta 8isciple? He
knows all things and he knew that Judas was a thief (John 12:4-6) and
the one who would betray him. The Bible does nadveer this
guestion. Judas preached the gospel and healesickhéMatthew
10:1-4) but he was not a true believer. It is a sombre fact\batie

the best of churches there may be those who appear to belomgy to th
Lord, but who deceive themselves and others (cp. Matthew 7:21-23).
We cannot deceive God. Let us examine our own hearts before the
Lord (see 2 Corinthians 13:5).

Vast crowds came to hear the Lord Jesus and teehketh of their
diseases, including those tormented by evil spirits (16—19). Notice that
hehealed them al{19). How different this is from today’s charismatic
evangelists who make great claims. Their healing miraclesoatt@n

on the ground that they make Christ appear to be a failure. Do not pay
attention to them for their teaching regarding iegls far from
biblical.
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24 OCTOBER Luke 8:40-56

Do not be afraid; only believe

The Gadarene people may not have wanted the Lord Jesus, but he was
welcomed by a multitude when he returned to Galilee. Jairus, afuler

the synagogue, came to Jesus begging him to come to his house to heal
his dying daughter (40-42).

While Jesus was going to the house of Jairus, he was interrupted by a
woman who was desperate to reach him for healing. This poor woman
had suffered twelve years of misery through continuous haemorrhages
and had spent all that she had in search of a cure but withoutsucces
(43). Her condition would have rendered her ceraailynunclean.
Anyone touching someone in her condition would dsounclean
(Leviticus 15:19-27). This probably explains why she did not want the
Lord Jesus to know that she had touched his garment (47). He knew all
about her; many people had touched Jesus as they crowded upon him
but her touch was one of faith. She expected to be healed and the Lord
Jesus responded to her faith by healing her and reassuring her (45,48).

The delay caused by the woman’s healing must have sorelyhged t
faith of Jairus. While Jesus was still speakinght® woman, Jairus
heard the news that he had dreaded — his daugatedied. In his
sudden grief and sorrow, Jairus heard the wonderful wdrdesus,
‘Do not be afraid; only believe, and she will be made wéll). The
Lord Jesus wanted Jairus to trust him, even in this darkest hour.

In Bible times professional mourners were calledgvhien someone
died. They were experts in the art of weeping and wailing, moaning and
groaning (cp. Jeremiah 9:17-18). Their performance turned to scornful
laughter when Jesus told them that the girl was not dead but sleeping.
He only permitted Jairus and his wife, Peter, James and John to go into
the house. Her grieving parents were astonishediney saw the

Lord Jesus raise their daughter from the dead (6)L-Are you
distraught and fearful? Oh, trust in our precious Saviour who ays,

‘Do not be afraid; only believe.’
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23 OCTOBER Luke 8:26-39

Tell what great things God has done for you

The demons left the man at the command of Jesus and entered a herd
of pigs which ran over the cliffs to perish in thea. The terrified
swineherds fled to the city to tell their story. The people ofityavent

to see what had happened and were afraid when they saw the man who
had been previously possess#ting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and

in his right mind(32—-35). We read of two requests in verses 37 and 38
which show two contrasting attitudes towards the Lord Jesus:

* The people of the region did not welcome Jesus nor did they bring
their sick for healing, buasked him to depart from the(87). He
granted their requesind he got into the boat and returnéde you
shocked by the attitude of those people? The demons knew that they
had no hope of forgiveness. Their doom was already set; they knew that
everlasting torment awaited them. The people of the city doae

heard a message of glorious hope. They had no need to fear the Lord
Jesus if only they had embraced him and asked him to be their Saviour.
Many people say that they are too busy to thinkuali®od or the
Christian message. They are more concerned for biodibies and
pleasure than for the eternal well-being of their soul. They sdodhw

told of coming judgment. It is tragic that men and women, blinded by
Satan, enslaved in sin (and loving it) refuse God’s offer of mdesys

once said to others who had rejected hiay are not willing to come

to me that you may have lifeJohn 5:40) Are you uncomfortable

with Jesus, or do you welcome him?

* The man who had been delivered from the demons was different
however. He begged the Lord Jesus that he might remain with him but
he was to be more useful at home, witnessing to his family, §riemd
neighbours (38). Jesus said to hiifell what great things God has
done for you.'He needed no persuasion but went proclaiming what
great things Jesus had done for him (39). Notice that Jesus is God, for
what God had done for the man is linked with what Jesus had done for
him. When did you last tell someone what the Lord Jesus has done

for you?
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8 OCTOBER Luke 6:20-26

Your reward is great in heaven

Some commentators (eg. Hendriksen) believe that the remaining verses
of this chapter are a shorter report of the Sermon eibunt (see
Matthew chapters 5 to 7). Others (eg. Ryle) are convinced thas this
an entirely different sermon. In these verses theeefour blessings
contrasted by four woes. You may wonder how poverty, hunger, sorrow
and persecution, the very things that men seek/tdda can be a
blessing. They are not a blessing for the ungodly but when suffered by
the Christiarfor the Son of Man'’s sakthey lead to great blessing and
Jesus promise$/our reward is great in heave22—23) How can the
things which most men struggle to obtain — riches, abundana#

food, pleasure and popularity — be a curse? They are a cursewk
refuse to follow Christ for fear of losing them.

Let Bishop J.C. Ryle challenge us: ‘The state of life Whoar Lord
blesses, the world cordially dislikes. The peoplevhom our Lord

says, “Woe unto you” are the very people whom the wadihires,
praises, and imitates. This is an awful fact. It ought to raidenaus

great searching of heart. Let us leave the whole passagdanest
self-inquiry and self-examination. Let us ask ourselves what wk thi

of the wonderful declarations that it contains. Can we subscribleatb w

our Lord says? Are we of one mind with him? Do we really beliexe
poverty and persecution, endured for Christ’s sake, positive
blessings? Do we really believe that riches and worldly enjoyment, and
popularity among men, when sought for more thanaan, or
preferred in the least to the praise of God, are a positive dDrse/2

really think that the favour of Christ with trouble and tierld’s ill

word, is better worth having than money, and merriment, and a good
name among men, without Christ? These are most serious questions,
and deserve a most serious answer. The passage before us is eminently
one which tests the reality of our ChristianitEXPOSITORY
THOUGHTS ON LUKE volume 1, pages 179-180).



9 OCTOBER Luke 6:27-36

Love your enemies

The scribes and Pharisees had distorted God’s cochri¥ou shall

love your neighbour(Leviticus 19:18) to mean that we should hate our
enemies. The Bible teaches no such thing. The dagdsnarrowed
down the meaning of neighbour to those whom thesetb(cp.
10:28-37). Jesus cut right across such thinking wieesald, Love

your enemies(27). This is one of the most difficult commands to keep
especially when it is professing Christians whoehas or harm us.
Satan is spoiling their lives and we must overcome their e\hlgabd
(Romans 12:20-21). If they are not believers, remember that they are
enslaved by Satan, lost and bound for hell. Love has won many a hostile
sinner to Christ. Our attitude to others must not be determined iy wha
they are or what they do to us.

How should we show our love to our enemies? We must do igood
those who hate us, bless those who curse us, prathése who
persecute us (27-28). To be slapped on the cheela\gesat insult
which could be punished by a very heavy fine. Jesus is not telling us
to invite further suffering but to respond to insults by being gracious
(29). In New Testament times a court was not able to deprivesarpe

of his cloak as payment for a fine (the cloak was also used as a blanket
at night). Jesus said that we should not insist wnrights:‘Do not
withhold your tunic either(29).There is much talk today of standing

on our rights but Jesus calls us to self-denial when weeawronged.

Did you turn the other cheek the last time you were wronged?

Verse 31 sets out ‘the golden rulé&nd just as you want men to do to
you, you also do to them likewisH.we only love those who love us,

we are no different to the ungodly (32—-33). We must not give to obtain
but be like our heavenly Father who shows his goodness, kindness and
mercy every day, even to his enemiglsg unthankful and the evjl’
34-36). If we take seriously ‘the golden rule’ and live by it, God will

be glorified, and we will know much blessing in our lives.
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22 OCTOBER Luke 8:26-34

What have | to do with you, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?

The Gadarenes on the east of the Sea of Galilee had a predoyninantl
Gentile population (cpGalilee of the Gentiles Matthew 4:15). This
explainsa herd of many swing2) as these were ‘unclean’ animals
which would not have been kept by Jews. When Jesus and his disciples
left the boat they were met by a demon-possessed s poor
wretch lived among the tombs and ran around wild, naked, shrieking
and cutting himself with stones. He had superhuman strength through
demonic power and chains could not hold him (26—-29; cp. Mark 5:5).
The encounter of Jesus with the demons teaches us three vital truths:

 That Jesus is God. The disciples had asked a shwatearlier,

‘Who can this be? For he commands even the winds and water, and they
obey him!'(25). The man fell down before the Lord Jesus dred t
demon speaking for the evil spirits within the man supplied the answer.
‘What have | to do with you, Jesus, Son of the Most High G@8y.

This title of Jesus shows that he is God. The Jews recognisedishat
title was one of deity and their religious leaders hated the lesds

for calling Godhis Father(John 5:18).

* That demons are subject to the Lord Jesus. The demggsde
Jesus not to torment them (28). The lovely prese@fickesus was a
source of torment to these foul, unclean spirits. They have a king and
master, Satan, and they gladly serve the evil tyranot when
confronted with Jesus, they are in the presence of One who isrgreat
than the devil. They had to answer to Jesus and knew that they could
only go where he permitted (30-32).

* That demons believed in God’s judgment and inehternal
punishment of the wicked. They asked Jesus not to sendrit@the
abyssbut to allow them to enter the herd of pigs (31-32). dthessis

the dreadful place prepared for the devil and his angels to whitdsthe

will also be banished (Matthew 25:41; Revelation 20:10). Sfians

have no need to dread the day of judgment or condemnation (Romans
8:1).Are you a real Christian?
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21 OCTOBER Luke 8:22-25

Where is your faith?

The Lord Jesus fell asleep as he and the disciples sailed across the Sea
of Galilee. J.C. Ryle comments, ‘To be weary of working for God is
sinful, but to be wearied and worn in doing God’s work is no sin at all.
Jesus himself was weary, and Jesus SIEpPOSITORY THOUGHTS

ON LUKE, volume 1, page 262).

The Sea (lake) of Galilee is about thirteen miles long and gpven
miles wide. It lies about seven hundred feet belbevlevel of the
Mediterranean. When cool currents of air sweep dénem the
surrounding hills, they collide with the warm aibave the sea,
whipping up fierce winds. A fierce storm arose whtbreatened to
capsize their boat. Though some of the disciplesevexperienced
fishermen, they were terrified and roused theiepiag Master
(23—-24). He rebuked the storm and there was a calm. The Lord Jesus
asked the disciple$/Vhere is your faith?They had already seen him
perform astounding miracles and they had experigiig care for
them; how could they imagine that he would fail them now? He is not
just a man, he is almighty God. The disciples’ fear of the stomedur

to a fear inspired by awe‘Who can this be? For he commands even
the winds and water, and they obey hif@5).

If we know the Lord, we have experienced his goodness to us and his
power in our lives. We are often like the disciples, ao&r, and we
soon forget these things when the storms and trials of the Chlifgian
disturb usls the Lord saying to you, ‘Where is your faith?’

God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform;

He plants his footsteps in the sea,
And rides upon the storm.

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust him for his grace;
Behind a frowning providence

He hides a smiling face. (William Cowper)
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10 OCTOBER Luke 6:37—45

Judge not, and you shall not be judged

One of the most misunderstood verses in the Bibleidge not, and

you shall not be judge(B7). It has been quoted as an excuse to turn a
blind eye to wickedness or to avoid church discipline but we must not
tolerate wickedness or false teaching (43-45; cp. Matthew 7:15-20).
We must use our judgment and test the spirits (1 John 4:1), comparing
what we are taught with the teaching of Scripture. It does not rhatain t
we are not to think or to have an opinion.The apostle Paul reminded the
Corinthian church,'He who is spiritual judges all things’

(1 Corinthians 2:15). We must support church discipline against those
who are sexually immoral (1 Corinthians chapteablyl we must
lovingly seek their restoration (Galatians 6:1).

What then is the meaning of verse 37? It warns against havirtgcalcri

and a censorious spirit and tells us that we must be prepared to forgive
those who have wronged us. God will treat us as we treat others (38)
We must not become ‘Christian Pharisees’. It is very easydddiult

with other believers especially when they are wimathose things
where we imagine ourselves to be strong. The Lesld uses a
humorous illustration — the hypocrite sees a spafcttirt in his
brother’s eye and wants to remove it, while having a plank of wood in
his own eye (41-42).

No Christian is perfect. We all have our faults and sorak etit in our
lives like great plank&e must not be irritating busybodies, putting
everyone else right. We have enough to do in watetg our own
lives, and repenting of our own sinsJesus saidA good tree does not
bear bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. For every tree is
known by its own fruit{43—44). The fruit of our lips shows what kind
of fruit we are bearing (45). If we truly love the Lord and belongrto hi
our words will be wholesome and kind. We mustkioed to one
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, pstGod in Christ
also forgaveus (Ephesians 4:32).

11



11 OCTOBER Luke 6:46—49

Whoever comes to me, and hears my sayings, and does them

The parable of the two builders challenges us to consider the kind of
foundation on which we are building our lives. Tih@uses in the
parable may have been constructed with the same materials and been
similar in appearance, but their foundations were different. The floods
came and the storms battered the houses. The Ihoiis®n earth
without a foundation collapsed, but the house with deep foundations,
built on the rock, stood firm.

What is the point of this parable? The Lord Jesus is warning ug that
we call him our Lord but do not obey him, the outawill prove
disastrous for us. It is not good enough to say that we believe the Bible
from cover to cover, or to listen to good preaching, unless we obey his
word. There is an easy type of Christianity which makes no demands
for commitment to a life of discipleship though it pays lip sertoche
teaching of Scripture. It attracts many but it leta$ell and not to
heaven. Jesus satilyhy do you call me “Lord, Lord”, and do not do

the things which | say®46; cp. James 1:22). If our Christianity is real,

it will show in our lives by our obedience to the word of God.

There are many people who profess faith in Christ. They attend church
regularly, hear God’s word, and they read the Bible. They appear to be
Christians but they do not take God’s word seriously nor do they obey
it! In John Bunyan'’s great classitHE PILGRIM’'S PROGRESSwe meet
a character named Talkative. ‘He talketh of prayer, of rtapee, of
faith, and of the new birth; but he knows but only to talk of them.”’

Jesus saidWhoever comes to me, and hears my sayings, ansl doe
them ... is like a man building a house, who dugpdand laid the
foundation on the rock(47). If we do not obey the teaching of the
Lord Jesus, our religion will not stand the test in difficultesmWe

will be like the foolish man who built on the wrong foundation and lost
everything when the storms cam@nd the ruin of that house was
great.’ He heard the word but did nothing (48Je you building your

life on the solid foundation of love and obedience to Christ?
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20 OCTOBER Luke 8:16-21

Therefore take heed how you hear

In his next parable (16-18), the Lord Jesus saidrtbaine lights a
lamp to cover it up or to hide it. Spiritual knowledge and understanding
bring great responsibility. Our Christianity must be practised amd see
in our lives; it must not be hidden from those who are in darkness and
lack spiritual light (16—17; cp. Matthew 5:14-16). Jesus tells us to take
heed how we hear the word of God (18). J.C. Ryle reminds us of three
rules for hearing God’s wordEXPOSITORY THOUGHTS ON LUKE
volume 1, Pages 258):

* We must hear with faith, believing implicitly that every warfd
God is true (cp. Hebrews 4:2).

* We must hear with reverence, remembering congtandt the
Bible is the word of God (cp. 1 Thessalonians 2:13).

* We must hear with prayer, seeking God’s blessingh@ word
before and after we read it or hear it preached.

If we neglect what God gives to us, we will lose it, but when werda
hear the word with a determination to obey it, God will bless\dsadd
to us (18).Therefore take heed how you hé€a8). How do you hear
the word of God?

Some people who are ignorant of Scripture believe Mety was a
perpetual virgin. Her children are mentioned hemd are named
elsewhere (Matthew 13:55-56). Why did the mother and brothers of
Jesus come to see him? It may be that they were concerned famdim
wanted to protect him from those who sdkde is out of his mind’
(Mark 3:21,31). Jesus indicated that thedeo hear the word of God
and do itare his mother and his brothers (19-24% was not
despising Mary, but teaching that a spiritual relationship to him is
far more important than our natural relationships. Obedience to
God'’s word is a good indication that we belong to ly.mother and
my brothers are these who hear the word of God and @4 )t
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19 OCTOBER Luke 8:4-15

Having heard the word with a noble and good heart

Have you known people who profess Christ to be tBawiour and
show real joy? They appear to be very keen and become involved in
many of the activities of their local church. They begin to share thei
faith with others, then suddenly they go away from the church and their
Christian friends. What has happened to them? The word of God has
fallen on rock.The ones on the rock are those who, when they hear,
receive the word with joy; and these have no root, who leef@va

while and in the time of temptatigtesting)fall away(6,13).

They appear to have spiritual life but there isdepth and their
profession of faith soon evaporates when troublee(13). They
thought that following Christ would banish troublerh their lives.
They expected happiness and peace which wouldenspbiled by
trials. They never knew what it was to deny themselves and tapake
their cross daily and to follow Christ. They did not realise treaave
called to suffer for the Lord (cp. 9:23-24; Philippians 1:29-30). Their
faith was shallow. The word fell on rock.

Thorny ground hearers have a worldly heart that chokes the word o
God so that it becomes unfruitful (7, 14). | grieve over those who once
were keen, but who are now cold and indifferent to Christ. Some who
were fellow-pastors are now far away from the Lord and imibréd,
some falling into grievous sin. Theye choked with cares, riches, and
the pleasures of lifére they just backslidden? If they are backslidden,
they will surely repent and return to the Lordthey die without
repentance, they are apostate — never truly saved — lost for ewver. H
solemn the warning of this parable!

Some who hear the word of God give us much joy and encouragement.

They are those who, having heard the word with a nolsid good
heart, keep it and bear fruit with patien(&15). They bear fruit in the
most testing conditions because the word has fallen on good ground.
What kind of ground does your heart provide for the word of God?

He who has ears to hear, let him heg8).
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12 OCTOBER Luke 7:1-10

Great faith

When Jesus came to Capernaum, he was met withpemds and
urgent request from a Roman centurion (an officer whoncanaed

one hundred soldiers). The centurion in today’s reading was different
from most Romans — he was loved and highly regarded by the Jews for
his benevolence towards them (1-5; Cornelius wasghem highly
regarded centurion, Acts 10:1-2). He was desperate to obtain help for
his servant (Greek = ‘slave’) who was dying, aviten he heard about
Jesus he sent elders of the Jews to him, pleading with him to come and
heal his servan{3). Though the man was an army officer, he was very
humble. The Jews commended him to Jesus as one worthy to have his
request granted. He did not have such a high opinion of himself. He
said, however, in his message to the Lord Jésas) not worthy that

you should enter under my roq#—6).

The centurion was not only humble but also had gfaigh. His
message wasSay the word, and my servant will be healé€d. As a
man under the authority of the emperor, his word wheyed; he
recognised that Jesus was under a greater authority (of God tke) Fath
and that he had authority to heal sickness at a word. He had no doubt
that his servant would be healed at the commankesidis (8). Jesus
marvelled at him and said to the crovidhave not found such great
faith, not even in Israel!{9). The only other occasion where we read
that Jesus marvelled is on account of the unbeliehe people of
Nazareth (Mark 6:6). When the messengers arrivaik lad the
centurion’s house, they found that the servant had recovered.

Faith is more than saying, ‘I believe’. It is taking God at hisdaaod
trusting him to do what he says he will déow faith is the assurance
of things hoped for, the conviction of things not s@gé¢zbrews 11:1,
English Standard Versionreat faith and great humility go
together. Are they evident in your life?

13



13 OCTOBER Luke 7:11-17

When the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her

The day after he had healed t 0 5 10 Miles
. [ e
centurion’s servant, Jesus we
to Nain, some twenty-five mile
south-west of Capernaum.
large crowd was following hin

0 5 10 15 Kilometres

Capernaum . « Bethsaida

by the time he reached the c ot aal, €19652
where they were met by anoth (Lake chSenngsarey
large crowd. This crowd wa . Nazareth

following a weeping widow in & * Nain

River Jordan

funeral procession.

The widow had lost her only som
andwhen the Lord saw her, he had compassion or{18) Jesus does
not change. Our trials, troubles and tears do not go unnoticed. He is stil
full of compassion for us; the Christian is nevima in suffering
(Hebrews 4:15). We have a wonderful Saviour and Friend.

The Lord Jesus told the widow not to weep and he touched the open
coffin as the procession halted. He said to theddds body,Young

man, | say to you, aris€14). Jesus did not need to pray to God for the
raising of the dead because he is God (the titted’ in verse 13 also
indicates his deity). He has power over sickness, over demons and over
death. The young man sat up and the Lord Jesus presented him to his
mother. She discovered the greatness and kindriess grecious
Saviour on that memorable day.

The crowds were awe-struck and they glorified God, acknowledging
Jesus as a great prophet, sayi@gd has visited his peoplé15-16).
When God visits us, hopelessness and despair give way to hapd

joy. When he comes to us, things are never the same again. Do you
really know the Lord Jesus in your life and experience?
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18 OCTOBER Luke 8:4-15

Then the devil comes and takes away the word out of their tsear

A great multitude came to hear the Lord Jesusharspoke to them by a
parable (4). Parables have been described as ‘earthljestarith a
heavenly meaning’. John Blanchard points out ttradse who treat
parables as no more than interesting stories will end up withhigdahi
interesting stories!’l(OOK THROUGH LUKE — published by Henry
Walter). We may think that the Lord Jesus used parables to ngke hi
message clearer to his hearers. This was not so. Paraht@satthe
mysteries of the kingdom of God which need to be explained. Spiritual
truths are mysteries which cannot be known unless God gives us the
gift of understanding (9—10). If God is opening our eyes to understand
his word when we read it or hear it preached, we should be humbled and
full of gratitude to him.

In the parable of the sower the crucial factor is notsted, but the
ground in which the seed is sown. In this pardiéeseed is the word

of God(11). The different kinds of ground on which theddalls
represent the human heart. In the work of the dospeexperience
disappointments as well as encouragements. This parable hefps us t
understand why this is so.

Have you ever invited someone to come to an evitgeservice?
They come and hear the word of God which is powiéyfand
convincingly preached. You feel that your friend must be convinced,
but they turn out to be quite unmoved. They theomsho further
interest in the gospel and you are very disappdinfhat is the
explanation? They ar¢éhose by the waysideThey hear the word of
God,then the devil comes and takes away the word out of their hearts,
lest they should believe and be sa(®d?2).

The devil hates the word of God. He not only snatches awahe
word of God from the hearts of many sinners, but also from many
Christians. If you are not profiting from the word of God, is it because
the word of God is not faithfully and persuasivehggched in your
church? Or is it because of the state of your heart?
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17 OCTOBER Luke 8:1-3

Who provided for him from their substance

The Lord Jesus had a very busy and exhausting ministry, preaching and
bringing the good news of the kingdom of God to every city and village
of Galilee (1). He was accompanied by the twelve disciples atairce
womenwho had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities ... and many
others who provided for him from their substar@ae of these women

was Mary Magdaleneut of whom had come seven dem@@)s The

story that Mary had been a prostitute is without Boundation and
there is no valid reason for linking her with the sinful woman wd rea
about in chapter 7.

Mary and the other women had been in the grip of evil spirits but had
been set free by the Lord Jesus. Some of them wedeubtedly
wealthy and they were so profoundly grateful to him that gheyided

for him from their substancg). Jesus could have miraculously
provided food or money to support himself and tisighles (cp.
9:10-17; Matthew 17:27) but he chose to use human smearihis
purposeWe enjoy great joy and blessing when we give generously

to the Lord and if he did not use human means for the suppt of

the work of God’s kingdom, we would be denied this blessing.

These women gladly provided for him from their omoney and
faithfully followed him. They did not deny him nor desert him when he
was arrested and crucified like most of the disciples of Clwistwere
with him to the end (23:55-56; Mark 15:40-41). lasvMary
Magdalene to whom the risen Lord first appeared (Mark 16:9).

You may wonder how you can provide for the Lordrrgour
substance, especially if your resources are limited. Are you nwtte

for fellow-believers in their need? Do you have compassion on them?
Remember the words of Jestisasmuch as you did it to one of the
least of these my brethren, you did it to rfMatthew 25:40).
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14 OCTOBER Luke 7:18-28

Blessed is he who is not offended because of me

There is all the difference in the world between the doubts thatdeset
troubled believer and the cynical, stubborn doubt of those with closed
minds who refuse to listen to the word of God. Rterisees and
lawyers (experts in the Jewish religion) were amtmg cynical
doubters who rejected the word of God (30).

John the Baptist had condemned Herod Antipas for hiteagt and

was thrown into prison (3:19-20; cp. Mark 6:17-18). He then began to
have doubts even though he had heard about the wonderful works of
Jesus. He sent two of his disciples to Jesus toArgkyou the Coming
One, or do we look for another?18-20). John had affirmed the
greatness of the Lord Jesus and had heard the fmiceheaven
saying,'You are my beloved Son; in you | am well pleaggd’6,22).
John’s doubt was not the doubt of a scoffer but of a godly man puzzled
at God'’s ways with him. Why had the Lord allowed his ministry to be
cut short, leaving him to languish in prison, if Jesus were intleed
Messiah he had proclaimed? He may also have expected Jesugeto pur
the nation of its wickedness and hypocrisy (cp. 3:7-9).

John’s two disciples then saw for themselves thghtyi power of
Christ over sickness and demons. He told them to tell John about the
things that they had heard and seen (21-22). He said to‘Bilessed

is he who is not offended because of (88). Jesus was very kind and
tender in his assessment of his disheartened servant. John was grea
than all the Old Testament prophets and yet the least in the kingfdom
heaven is greater than he (24—28). This does not mean that John was not
a saved man, but that the least in the kingdom were moriéegad
because they were seeing the wonderful effecth@®fMessiah’s
ministry (cp. 10:23-24). Are you perplexed by dark doubts or despair
because of some perplexing trial? Do not be offended with the Lord for
his dealings with you. He promiséBJessed is he who is not offended
because of meYou may not be able to trace the ways of God, but

do trust him. He is wise and kind and he will never fail you.
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15 OCTOBER Luke 7:29-35

A friend of tax collectors and sinners

Those who responded to John’s message of repentarctavere
baptisedjustified God(29). This means that they believed God’s word
and vindicated his righteous requirements by sutomgitto John’s
baptism. The scribes and Pharisegjected the counsel of Gdxy
refusing to be baptised by John (30). Jesus compared his generation to
children playing in the market places. One groumted to play
weddings and some, pretending to be flute players, obliged with merry
music but there was no dancing because others wanted to play funerals.
The ‘flute players’then pretended to be mourners wailing theirigane

but that did not suit those who wanted to play weddings. Jesus likened
this childish behaviour to the petty attitude of those who opposed both
John the Baptist and himself. They opposed John because his ministry

was too severe and they condemned Jesus because he attended feasts.

They falsely accused him of being a glutton and a drunkard.

J.C. Ryle comments, ‘The plain truth is that the natural heartaof
hates God. The carnal mind is enmity against God. It dislikdawis

his gospel, and his people. It will always find soexcuse for not
believing and obeying. The doctrine of repentance is too strict for it!
The doctrine of faith and grace is too easy for it! John the Baptist goes
too much out of the world! Jesus Christ goes too much into the world!
And so the heart of man excuses itself for sitting still in its sins. — Al
this must not surprise UEXPOSITORY THOUGHTS ON LUKE volume

1, Pages 229-230).

Jesus befriended those considered the dregs oétyowhen they
turned from their sin to follow him. He was calledfriend of tax
collectors and sinners(31-34). The enemies of Jesus implied that
Jesus was condoning sin, but that was not true. He offers forgiveness
to the worst of sinners if they will repent and trust in him {cpmothy

1:15). The wisdom of John the Baptist and Jesus was justified by the
changed lives of those who followed them (35® you know the

Lord Jesus as your friend?
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16 OCTOBER Luke 7:36-50

But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves little

Though the Pharisees were generally hostile to Jesus, some did invite
him to eat with them (36; 11:37). Some were glad of an opportunity to
watch him closely in the hope of finding fault withm (cp. 14:1).
While Jesus was at the home of Simon the Pharisee, a woneaibeles

as a sinner because of her shameful lifestyle came into the hods
lavished her affection on him. Simon was immediately criticdestis,
thinking to himself, that if Jesus had been a prophetydwdd have
known that this woman was a sinner and not have allowed her to touch
him (37-39). Jesus knew what he was thinking and told him a parable
of two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii (about eighteen months’
wages), the other fifty (almost two months’ wages) but tbeditor
freely forgave them. Jesus asked Simon which of théodelwould

have the greater love for their creditor. He answérsdppose the one

to whom he forgave moré43).

Jesus then applied the parable to Simon who had not extended to him
the customary courtesy given to guests — provision of water tb was
one’s feet, the welcome kiss (cp. Romans 16:16) or oil to rub into his
sun-dried skin. By contrast, the sinful woman haet lavish in
showing her affection for him because she had beeiviEr much.
Jesus reminded the Pharis&yt to whom little is forgiven, the same
loves little’(47). He then turned to the woman and said to'Yieur sins

are forgiven ... your faith has saved you, go in peé@-50).

The Pharisees recognised that by offering forgiveness of sinswkesus
claiming to be God (49). They did not have true faith but trusted in their
own supposed goodness to save them (cp. 18:9). They did not consider
themselves to be in need of forgiveness. It is amhen we see
ourselves as guilty, lost and helpless sinners, that we wilboestlves

on Christ for mercy (cp. 18:13). When we understand that we have been
forgiven much, we will love muctDo others know that you love the
Lord? Is it seen in your lifestyle, in your work for God, in your
enthusiasm to be at the prayer-meeting, in the giving of yourme

and money to the Lord’s work?
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