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1 OCTOBER

1 Samuel 17:1-2 7

Who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he shalitlefy the
armies of the living God?
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to take food to his three eldest brothers serwn8aul’'s army was to
lead to the defeat of the Philistines. The Phihstarmies had
assembled for battle against Israel and were spreadthe border of
their two countries between the towns of Sochoh/arekah (12 to 14
miles west of Bethlehem). Saul and his army fadedRhilistines
across the Valley of Elah (1-3).

The awesome figure of Goliath, standing over neet {three metres)
in height reduced Saul and his men to fear andiiiegn(11,24). He
was clad in heavy armour (5-7; a shekel weighedtatibgrammes or
2/5 of an ounce). Saul, now far from God, lackeglassurance that the
Lord was with them. If we would be fearless, wesinualk with God
in obedience to his word. Goliath represented thiiRRines and
challenged Israel to produce a champion to fight. Athe side whose
champion was killed would then concede defeat (2351-52).
Goliath bellowed out his challenge twice a day, flaty days, but
Israel had no champion to meet the giant (16).

When David heard Goliath’s challenge, he was nbtimilated. He
asked,’'Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he shibdefy the
armies of the living God®{26). The God of Israel was the true and
living God. How dare this Philistine defy him? Thias a challenge to
action and David rose to the challenggany are mocking and
defying God today. Are we fearful, or do we see ds a challenge to
urgent, fervent prayer, and faithful service for the Lord?
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2 OCTOBER 1 Samuel 17:28-37

The LORD,who delivered me from the paw of the lion ...
will deliver me from the hand of the Philistine

David faced the contempt of his elder brother dsagethat of Goliath.
Eliab was angered by David's audacious offer te tak the challenge
of Goliath (28). He may have harboured jealousy @s@ntment of
David in his heart from the time that he had beassed over by
Samuel (16:7).

David's brave words were reported to Saul and thg kent for him.
Saul could hardly believe that this mere youth dodéfeat an
experienced warrior like Goliath (32—-33). David abed the times
when a lion and a bear had attacked his flock dri@loal’s help when
he killed these predators (34-35). David saw thathitonour of God
was at stake and that the living God who had edahie to kill the
lion and the bear would give him victory over Gtii§36). David was
not intimidated by this challenge to his faith, bather stirred into
action. He said to SaulThe LORD, who delivered me from the paw of
the lion ... will deliver me from the hand ofstifhilistine’(37). David
had proved the Lord in the past and was confidéhisohelp now in
the Valley of Elah.

Dale Ralph Davis writes, ‘This is instructive fdret people of God.
Faith is sustained in the present and for the ptes® it remembers
Yahweh’s provision in the past.The rich history®bd’s past
goodnesses nurtures faith in its current dilemm# is so crucial to
remember God’s past deliverances. If you've trowdag so, invest
in a diary. In God’s economy no experience is WH{EBOMMENTARY
ON 1 SAMUEL, page 151).

Our attitude to testing and trial makes all the diference! We
should view difficulties and battles as challenges prove God and
to know him better. We know that he will never failus!

His love in time past forbids me to think
He’'ll leave me at last in trouble to sink.
(John Newton)



3 OCTOBER 1 Samuel 17:37-58

But | come to you in the name of theoRD

The defeat of Goliath makes for thrilling readiggul wanted to give
David as much protection as possible by arming fainthe contest.
The armour was a hindrance rather than a help awitiRliscarded it
(38—39). Saul and his troops had to learn the fesaithe LORD does
not save with sword and spe&t7). The Philistine champion was
surprised and angered that the Israelites had aemére youth,
apparently unarmed, to fight him (42—-43). Goliatinsed David by his
gods but the young man was not intimidated by tiises or threats. He
knew that he was not meeting the giant in his owength and he
affirmed, ‘But | come to you in the name of therRbD ... the battle is
the LORD’S (45,47).

Notice the boldness of David as he hastened antbrareet Goliath
before hurling a stone from his sling (48-50). @thlicrashed to the
ground and David took the giant’s sword and cutlo$#f head. The
Philistines, who had been so confident, fled frbw fisraelite army in
disarray.God has chosen the weak things of the world tdgshame
the things which are mightit Corinthians 1:27). What a great victory
God wrought for Israel through one who was an @hjilchampion!
Our great Champion, the Lord Jesus Christ, hasatkrléSatan and the
powers of darkness (John 12:31; Colossians 2:14+1fhn 3:8).
Seeming defeat at Calvary was a glorious victorytiWguch an
almighty Champion on our side, why should we fémse who defy
the living God?The Lord did not fail David (37) and he will never
fail you nor forsake you as you love, honour and aky him.

How was it that Saul did not recognise David whd pkayed his harp
before him when he was troubled by the distressigt and who had
been his armour-bearer (55-58; cp. 16:21-23)? Tdrd does not
reveal why Saul had this lapse in memory anditifless to speculate.
Such a restraint is also found in the case of weettavellers on the
Emmaus road so that they failed to recognise tmd dlesus whom they
knew so well (Luke 24:16,31).



4 OCTOBER 1 Samuel 18:1-30

David behaved wisely in all his ways

We have already seen from earlier chapters thatttan was a brave
and accomplished soldier. He greatly admired Daiter his victory
over Goliath and they became the closest of fri¢fhdd). There is no
suggestion anywhere in Scripture that Jonathawé&fior David was of
a homosexual nature. Homosexual practices are dickthe sight of
God (Leviticus 20:13; Romans 1:27). Saul took Dawadive in the
royal household and the young man became a commandkee
Israelite army (2-5).

Saul's esteem for David turned to jealous, murdetwatred after he
heard the women ascribing greater military prowtesBavid than to
himself (6—12). Let us beware of envy. It is atbiat will tear us apart
and bring much misery as it did in the life of Seade James 3:13-18).
Jonathan was heir to the throne of Israel and &achbre reason to feel
threatened by David than his father. He remainkeya and precious
friend, however (cp. chapter 20; 23:16). Saul wag prophesying, but
not by the Holy Spirit of God (10; cp. 19:23).

David behaved wisely in all his ways, and tl@RD was with hin(14;
see also verses 5,15,30). The root of the Hebrevd wanslated
‘wisely’ implies ‘wisdom’ but it can also mean ‘fwosper’ or ‘to have
success’ as in the English Standard Version. Dheglthved wisely or
had success:

*  When Saul tried to murder him (11).

*  When Saul turned him out of his house to commatttbasand
soldiers (13).

* When Saul sent him on a dangerous mission in tpe lthat he
would be killed (25-27).

God used these severe trials to strengthen arldge Bavid (30)Are
you being provoked by someone at home, at work, atchool, or
even at church? Remember DavidBe wise in your conduct; commit
your way to God and trust in him (Proverbs 3:5+8 will honour and
vindicate you and be with you as he was with David.
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5 OCTOBER 1 Samuel 19:1-24

Now Jonathan spoke well of David to Saul

This chapter shows how God delivered David fromlI'Samurderous
intentions on four occasions:

* Saul's hatred for David came into the open whemituered his
son Jonathan and his servants to kill him. JonatlenDavid’s closest
friend and warned him of Saul’s intentions. He adpoke well of
David to Saulreminding him of his loyalty and of his victory ew
Goliath. David was then able to return to the palfac a while and he
went on to accomplish another great victory overRhilistines (1-8).

. Saul soon forgot his solemn promise to spare ©46). He
attempted to kill him with his spear after the disting spirit came
upon him (9-10).

» David’s wife Michal, daughter of Saul, warned hafranother plot
to kill him and helped him escape from his houdee ®ok an image
(a ‘teraphim’ or ‘household god’; cp. Genesis 3)1MMich she used to
give the appearance of her husband lying in his(b&d17). The Bible
makes no comment about an idol being so readiliadbla.

* David escaped to Ramah where he told Samuel wdalt Igad
done to him (18-19)Naioth’ means ‘dwellings’ and probably refers to
the buildings which housed the prophets at Ramahbl Bas told of
David’'s whereabouts and sent messengers to arrastThey came
upon a group of prophets prophesying under Samiegit,ership, and
they too prophesied after the Spirit of God camanupem. When Saul
heard of this, he sent two more groups of men wéo prophesied in
turn. Saul then went to Naioth where he also prsjglge He lay naked
day and night while David made good his escape42020:1). The
Holy Spirit came upon Saul and his men, not agma &f blessing, but
in order to render them helpless and unable tstavid.

The Lord protected David in various wa@od does not change and
he watches over us and is with usle says;| will never leave you nor
forsake you.” So we may boldly say: ‘Tl@RDis my helper; | will not
fear. What can man do to mgMebrews 13:5-6).
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6 OCTOBER 1 Samuel 20:1-23

Whatever you yourself desire, | will do it for you

Saul's day and night of prophesying enabled Dawiégcape from
Naioth in Ramah. He sought out Jonathan and exprk$ss

bewilderment at Saul's treatment of him wonderirftaivhe had done
to cause Saul to seek his life. Jonathan stilldweld that his father
would not really harm David without telling him,shson (1-2). David
was not so sure. He rightly discerned that Saulavoat reveal his true
intentions to Jonathan, knowing of his friendshighvidavid (3). They

devised a plan by which they would discover whetBaul's attitude
toward David had changed for the better. The beggof the month

at the New Moon (5,18) was a special time of smeriénd celebration
(cp. Numbers 10:10; 28:11-15). David’s presend@eaitcourt would

have been taken for granted. If Saul reacted vagtility to his absence
it would indicate that all was not well (1-13).

Jonathan made a covenant with David, in which thelemnly
committed themselves to care for one another’s li@as(13-17;
cp. 2 Samuel chapter 9). True friendship is builtmitual love, loyalty
and self-denial (9,17). A friend loves at all tim@overbs 17:17).
Jonathan told DavidwWhatever you yourself desire, | will do it for you
(4). Someone once wrote:

True friends are like diamonds,

Precious, but rare.

False friends are like autumn leaves,
Found everywhere.

True friendship is not one-sided. Some are friesgllgecause they are
self-centred and not prepared to give as well agk®. This is not true
of every lonely person, however. The runaway susadssocial
networking sites on the internet is testimony thate are many lonely
people around us, crying out for friends. It isrewgore poignant when
such people are fellow-believers in our own chuschee you willing

to be a friend to some lonely personRemember too that many a
needy person has been won to Christ after a Glmibfriended them.



7 OCTOBER 1 Samuel 20:24-42

May the LORD be between you and me

Saul first assumed that David was absent becausenoé ceremonial
uncleanness according to Mosaic regulations. Heemadomment on
David’'s absence until the second day when he cqttesusly referred
to David aghe son of Jess@7). Jonathan made excuses for his friend
which aroused the anger of his father. Saul huriedlt and abuse at
him and told him that as long as David lived, tlymakty of Saul's
household would not be secure. He already knewgkiery that God
had rejected him as king over Israel (15:26). H¥eord Jonathan to
bring David to him so that he could kill him. Whé&mnathan questioned
his father about these murderous intentions, $meit a spear at him
(24-34).

Jonathan went out the next morning with a servagttb engage in
some target practice according to the plan eawieiked out with
David. Jonathan’s words to the lad indicated toibavho was hidden
nearby, that all was not well. After sending hissaat away, Jonathan
and David met for a sorrowful farewell (35—42). Yheere only to
meet on one more occasion (23:16) but they woulderaber their
solemn promises to each other (14-17; cp. 2 SagnlieB). Jonathan
called on God as a witness to these promi9day the LORD be
between you and me forevé?3,42).

We live in evil days when promises often countliitle. God is called
upon as a witness to marriage vows but so many target these
solemn promises and they bring much misery upomsedves and
their families.The world says, ‘Promises are made to be broken’
but Christians must be different. We must always kep our word!
We sin when we fail to keep our word. Remember Litwel sees and
hears us making our promises.
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8 OCTOBER 1 Samuel 21:1-15

Have | need of madmen

The Bible does not conceal the failings of thos® warved God and
this chapter reveals two unhappy episodes in Daifé. He failed to

honour God when his life was in danger and the egusnces were to
prove disastrous. It appears that the tabernaddenwdonger at Shiloh
but at Nob. David's arrival at Nob surprised anstutibbed Ahimelech
the priest who must have suspected that somethaggwrong. The

fugitive lied to Ahimelech to allay his fears.

Ahimelech was unable to provide food for David dmsl men apart
from using the shewbread from the tabernacle. Tal/’ bread had

been replaced by fresh bread (6) and the incidespoken of by the
Lord Jesus (Matthew 12:3—4). David also persuadedh@lech to give

him the sword of Goliath which had been kept att#iernacle (1-9).
All was not well however. Saul’s chief herdsmany@acherous
Edomite named Doeg, observed all that happenedemudited it all to

the king. David had proved the faithfulness of Godften in the past
and there was no need to resort to lies to predeisséfe now. He

should have remembered that God would never fail Hiis lies were

to cost Ahimelech, his fellow priests and their fa@s, their lives

(22:6-19).

David then went to the Philistine city of Gath wiiwas about thirty
miles south-west of Nob. He knew that he would défe from Saul at
Gath but he was in greater danger among the PmdgstHe was soon
recognised and the servants of Achish, king of Gaththeir king that
the man who had killed so many Philistines was agrtbem (10-12).
David feigned madness to preserve his own lifetaadPhilistine king
was taken in by the deception. He asked the queshiave | need of
madmen?’(14-15). David’s actions recorded in this chaptere
foolish and sinfullf we fail to trust in the Lord in difficult times, we
too may do foolish things, bringing problems to ouselves and
others.
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9 OCTOBER 1 Samuel 22:1-5

The cave of Adullam

God is very gracious and merciful and he preseadd who had
foolishly fled to Gath. The thankful fugitive wroRsalm 34 after this
experience. He returned to Judah where he wasgjdipénis brothers
and their families. They were forced into hidingdscape the
vindictiveness of Saullhe cave of Adullar became a focal point
where everyone who was in distress, everyone wisiwaebt, and
everyone who was discontented gathered to DavidH®)n these he
trained a highly disciplined army from this unligkedroup of people
(cp. 25:15-16).

David also went to the king of Moab to seek pratector his elderly

parents (cp. 17:12). David’s father was the gramdsbRuth, a

Moabitess — Ruth 4:13-22). The king granted Davidguest and
David knew that his parents would be safe from\arygeful schemes
of Saul.

David was not without direction in distress and gkam The prophet
Gad told him not to remain at Adullam but to galtalah (3-5). Saul
no longer had the privilege of God’s direction, avak left to his own
devices. The Lord had departed from him (16:1412828:6).

The local church should be dcave of Adullam’to needy souls-
distressed because they are without God, in dedztuse of their sin
which can only be cancelled by the blood of Chriiscontented
because they have found that there is little sattgfn until Christ
comes into their lives. When they are saved bygthee of God, they
should grow in the grace and knowledge of the LJasus Christ. How
sad it is that some Christians never seem to pssgnegodliness. They
are never content and make heavy weather of thiggrimage to
heaven. How are things with you?

*  Dale Ralph Davis points out that there are hugesavthe Adullam area
which would have easily accommodated David anddbehundred with him.
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10 OCTOBER Samuel 22:6-23

| have caused the death of all the persons of yéather’s house

Saul was feeling sorry for himself and he made thgiec appeal to
those closest to him (from his own tribe of Benjanthat they remain
loyal to him. He told them that they had been mdra conspiracy
against him because they had not informed himhlsason Jonathan
had made a covenant with David. He lamented tha¢ o6 them were
sorry for him (6—-8). Doeg the Edomite reported ttehad seen David
with the priests at Nob where he was given provisjaand where
Ahimelech had inquired of the Lord for him.

Saul summoned Ahimelech and the other priests teecm him and
accused them of giving succour to David. Ahimelpaftested that he
understood that David was faithful to Saul (whichswrue) but his
protests were in vain (9-15). Saul’'s servants weadly great! They
knew that the priests were the servants of the lamdi they bravely
refused to obey Saul’s order to kill them regarsllethe danger to
themselves (16-17). Do you have such loyalty amh lnegard for
those who serve the Lord? The treacherous Doegdiadruples and
he instantly obeyed Saul, killing eighty-five prtesHe then
slaughtered their wives and children in Nob (18--19)

One of Ahimelech’s sons, Abiathar, escaped toDellid the dreadful
news. A heartbroken David confessed to Hirhave caused the death
of all the persons of your father's houg21-22). He wrote Psalm 52
at this distressing time. Dale Ralph Davis commeWtsiathar then
stands as a witness to the way Yahweh insistendiggoves a remnant
of his people. The priests of Yahweh may be desdoyut not
completely destroyed. The people of God may ofeepit down, but
never put out. Abiathar’s escape does not mearath@od'’s servants
are immune from the world’s butchery but that therla/s butchery
can never wipe out all of God’s servantsCQMMENTARY ON

1 SAMUEL, page 188). David’s deceit had brought disastahéo
priests of Nob and their families (21:3)jn is never a private matter!
We hurt others when we sin, and it affects the lifand witness of
the church. Let us be always on our guard againstgan’s wiles.
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11 OCTOBER 1 Samuel 23:1-13

David inquired of the lORD

The towns in the west of Judah were vulnerablettack from the

Philistines. Keilah was about thirteen miles edsthe Philistine

stronghold of Gath (see map, page 10). When Dagatdthat the
threshing floors of Keilah were being plunderedsbaght the Lord in
prayer:David inquired of the DRD (2,4, cp. 10-12). His men
recognised that if they were afraid of Saul's arthgy could expect
little chance of success against the Philistingsavid again prayed
to the Lord, who reassured him and then gave himeat victory over

the Philistines.

Abiathar the priest, who had escaped the masséttre priests at Nob,
joined David after the battle of Keilah, bringingthvhim an ephod (4;
cp. 22:18-21). Saul should have been gratefullihael's enemy had
been defeated, but he was convinced that God Haedel David into

his hands (4-7). A man who rebels against God hasnaendous
capacity for self-deceit.

David heard that Saul was planning to come to Kedlad this drove
him to pray. He sought the guidance of God (propdbbugh the Urim
and Thummim kept by the priest; cp. 28:6; Exodus@8Numbers
27:21). He wanted to know if Saul would destroy titg as he had
destroyed Nob because they had received him. ldeaaled the Lord
whether the men of Keilah would betray him and hamd over to

Saul. The Lord revealed that these people whom dhad saved
would indeed hand him over to Saul (9-13). He rhast been quite
shocked; how could they show such ingratitude tohHow could

they betray a man from their own tribe of JudaBaaol, a Benjamite?

Christian, if you have been hurt, if the way is preently rough, be
like David and seek God in prayer. Wait on the Lordand be
patient. He will bring you through!
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12 OCTOBER 1 Samuel 23:14-29

Jonathan... strengthened his hand in God

David went from Keilah to the wilderness of Ziptaub continued to
seek his life but the Lord preserved him (14-159dGs always
mindful of his people! We read here of David’s las¢eting with
Jonathan who knew where to find his friend everugiohis father
searched in vain. Jonathan was a great encourageém®ravid: he
strengthened his hand in G¢#i6). God uses his people to encourage
and strengthen their fellow-believers. Jonathan swas that David
would be the next king of Israel rather than hifjdait there was no
rancour or jealousy to be found in him. The Chaistiife is not easy.
There are disappointments and battles and we @l aecouragement.
When did you last encourage some hard-pressed Chiign?

The Ziphites betrayed David’s whereabouts to Sdud appeared to be
So spiritual in his response to them (21). Psalnis5 prayer uttered
by David at this time. The Lord wonderfully intenex for him when
he was trapped by Saul whose army was then calle@al with a
Philistine invasion (26-27).

Why does the Lord lead us through trials? Why d@ictdain (not just
‘allow’) David to suffer such testing times? ThelHew for ‘Ziph’
means a refining place. It is likely that iron wsselted there. The
metal was subjected to intense heat until all tlesslwas removed
from it. The Lord is wise and gracious. He leads us into s to
refine us and to fit us to serve himlf you are feeling the heat of trial,
trust in the Lord and persevere. He will not fasuyand he will make
you all the stronger and will bring you into clodelowship with
himself (cp. Romans 5:3-5; 1 Peter 4:12-14).

When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace all-sufficient shall be Thy supply;
The flame shall not hurt thee; | only design
Thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine.
(‘K’in Rippon’s Selection, 1787)
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13 OCTOBER 1 Samuel 24:1-7

The LORD forbid that | should do this thing to my master

Dale Ralph Davis comments, ‘Readers have long knibanDavid is
the man after Yahweh’s own heart (13:14), and @rad4—-26 show
that the man after Yahweh’s own heart does noteseie kingship
Yahweh promised but waits for it to be given to hiGOMMENTARY
ON 1 SAMUEL, page 198).

Saul was told that David was in the wilderness fGedi. That area
had some great caves which were often used tesisbkeep. Saul took
three thousand of his best troops to seek out Dawitlhe unwittingly

went into a great cave where the fugitive was lydit-3). We may

easily misinterpret the providence of God and Daviden did just

that. They knew that the Lord had promised to @elavid’s enemy

(Saul) into his hands and this fulfilment of Gogiomise gave an
opportunity to get rid of Saul. This may have seg@measonable but
David interpreted the providence of God in a défarmanner.

The Lord had delivered Saul into David’s hand totddim as he
thought fit. David did not see this as an oppotuto kill Saul but to
show him mercy. He also recognised that Saul had beointed king
of Israel at God’s command and he was prepareeateel the Lord to
deal with Saul. He cut off a corner of Saul's rddoe felt guilty about
this and said;The LORD forbid that | should do this thing to my
master’(4—6). He would not allow his men to harm SaukfEhare two
vital lessons for us here:

1. The ways of God do baffle us at times and ibisalways easy to
know how we should act in the light of God’s praamte. We must
always be prayerful and be sure that our heaighg in the sight of
God and that our motives are not selfish. It issgae to claim God's
providential leading or protection as an excuseni@ng action.

2. We must never seek personal revenge against thibgenave
harmed usDo not say, “I will recompense evil”; wait for theORD
and he will save yo(@Proverbs 20:22)f someone has mistreated

you, do not fret or allow bitterness to fill your h eart. Wait on the
Lord and commit your way to him (Psalm 37:7-8).
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14 OCTOBER 1 Samuel 24:8-22

Saul lifted up his voice and wept

David showed remarkable restraint and humility i dealings with
Saul. He had even felt guilty about cutting offareer of the king’s
robe and he restrained his men from harming thespecting Saul
(4-5). After Saul left the cave, he was startletheéar David’'s shout,
‘My lord the king"When he turned, he saw David bowing in obeisance
to him (8).

David addressed him as his ‘father’ (Saul was aibdr-in-law). He
asked the king why he listened to those who sattie was seeking
to harm him. He pointed out to Saul that the Load klelivered him
into his hand and that he had spared him despteddhire of his men
for revenge. David held up the corner of the rbgrove his point and
asked Saul what reason he had to hunt him dowrLj9HE appealed
to God the righteous Judge to judge between hinSandl and pointed
out that he was no more of a threat to the king thdead dog or a flea
(12-15).

When Saul heard these things, lifted up his voice and wefit6). He
acknowledged that David was more righteous tharséifrand had
rewarded him with good. He admitted that the Laad Helivered him
into the hand of David who had spared him. He raiféid that David
would be king of Israel and asked him to promiseceydo his
descendants (16—-21). After David solemnly swor¢ figawould do
this, the men parted, but Saul was soon to huntigian (chapter 26).

Saul lifted up his voice and wedt6) but tears are not always a sign
of a tender heart or of genuine repentancel hey may be an evidence
of emotional instability as in the case of Saul.riigoand tears are not
enough! The true state of Saul's heart is revelata (26:1 to 27:1).
Christians must show by their actions that theyehaally turned their
back on a selfish, sinful way of life. If we loveet Lord, we will gladly
obey his word (John 14:15).

17



15 OCTOBER 1 Samuel 25:1-17

He is such a scoundrel that one cannot speak to him

This chapter begins by recording the death of Saifi)elt appears
that the prophet and last judge over Israel diggl &avid had spared
Saul in the wilderness of En Gedi. He was burietliathouse in
Ramah, perhaps in a special burial plot in thetyand of his house or
in the garden.

David and his band of men had voluntarily protedteal livestock of
Nabal who was a very wealthy man. Nabal Wwassh and evil in his
doings(3) and when there was a time of festivities fon fand his
workers, David sent ten of his young men to greet fhey asked
him for some food from his plentiful supply, pomgiout how they had
always respected and protected Nabal's shephetdaramals. Nabal
responded with insults and sent David’s men awaptgrhanded
(4-13).

David had shown great restraint and mercy in hadidgs with Saul,
but in this chapter we see a different man. He safurious when
Nabal slighted him, that he determined to kill ooty Nabal but also
every male in his household (13,21-22). We mustavewof taking
hasty action when we are upset or angry. Davidtbadmember that
God would deal with Nabal just as he would deahv@aul.

One of Nabal's young men told Abigail what had heqpgd and warned
her that their household was in great danger. interesting that he
could speak openly to Abigail concerning her hustsacharacterHe
is such a scoundréWorthless marthat one cannot speak to hifi7).
Nabal was a prosperous man, but he was a fooliglla¢ meaning of
his name — see verse 25). A fool is someone whesesfto listen to
sense or reason, or who rebels against God'’s laoVg (cp. Isaiah
32:6). There are some Christians who will not hste any reasoning
from Scripture concerning their strange ideas ¢rab®ur. They are
so sure that they are rightthat one cannot speakb them. How sad!
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16 OCTOBER 1 Samuel 25:18-35

Blessed is your advice and blessed are you

Nabal’s wife, Abigail was so different from him. &kwvas a beautiful
woman of good understandiigg). Her actions in calming David were
marked with much graciousness. She prepared poogisor David
and his men but did not tell Nabal what she wasgldbhe agreed with
the servant’s opinion of her husband (17, 25). e Sbntinually
acknowledged the Lord in her plea to David, and tGad had
appointed him to be ruler over Israel (26-31).

By her gentleness and godly reasoning, Abigailedravid away
from bloodshed. She won his respect and he ackmigetk that the
Lord had sent her to meet him (32). But for heeiwnéntion, he would
have been guilty of bloodshed and of taking maiteéoshis own hands
to avenge himself of Nabal's snub. He would nowéethe Lord to
deal with Nabal (33—-34). He said to h@&lessed is your advice and
blessed are you33). David was different from Nabal in that heukb
listen to sense and reason (17,39F you prepared to listen to the
counsel of others, even if it is disagreeable to y@ The wisdom that
is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gemtliing to yield, full
of mercy and good fruits, without partiality andtilut hypocrisy
(James 3:17).

David accepted Abigail’s provisions and sent hehenway in peace
(35). It is quite apparent that Abigail endureceayvunhappy marriage
to a dreadful man (25). She did not allow thistiwelher to despair or
to crush her spirit. Her gracious character shdrikemore in her very
difficult circumstances. She was a very graciousnao whom God
blessed and honoured. Her name, ‘Abigail’, meansdarce of
delight.” Both she and her husband were true to treemes (‘Nabal’
means ‘fool,” 25). The Lord is delighted when welkvwaith him and
show his grace in our lives. Is your life a delighthe Lord and to your
fellow-believers?
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17 OCTOBER 1 Samuel 25:36-44

The LOoRDhas returned the wickedness of Nabal on his own thiea

Abigail returned home to find Nabal in a very drankstate. The next
morning, when he was sober, Abigail told him of gegil in which he
had beenHis heart died within him, and he became like axstble
died ten days later. Notice that he died becalnisdORD struckhim
(36—38). When David heard of this, he gratefullgdsed God for
upholding his cause against Nabal and for keepmgtom doing evil
saying,'Blessed be the @RD, who has pleaded the cause of my
reproach from the hand of Nabal, and has kept érsant from evil.
The LORDhas returned the wickedness of Nabal on his oad’i{89).
Those who scoff at the teaching of God’s judgmedrusinners are
very foolish to ignore the teaching of Scriptiéhatever a man sows,
that he will also reaffGalatians 6:7).

Abigail’s gracious disposition had obviously madgraat impression
on David. Following the death of Nabal, he sougdnthand in marriage
and she accepted his proposal (39-42). David’s Mifshal was the

daughter of Saul and the king had given her in iagerto another man.
David also married Ahinoam of Jezreel and was bielgdike rulers of

that time in practising polygamy. By the time higned in Hebron, he
had six wives and was later to marry Bathshebatalkel concubines
(1 Chronicles 3:1-9). The Lord strictly forbids pghmous practices
(Deuteronomy 17:17) and David was to suffer mucbtabse of his

disobedience. Family division caused by rivalrywesn his wives and
their children brought him much heartache and grief

This chapter begins with the death of Samuel, a wiam listened to
God and obeyed him (3:10). It ends with the dedta godless man
who would not listen to God nor madow is it with you? Are you
prepared to die?If your heart is not right with God, come to therdo
Jesus now, confessing your sin and trusting hirsatee you. He will
not turn you away (John 6:37).
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18 OCTOBER 1 Samuel 26:1-25

| have played the fool and erred exceeding

The Ziphites again informed Saul of David's whemaas (1-3; cp.
23:19-20). The king took three thousand of his besips to pursue
David who found out from his spies what was happgribishai, one
of David’s commanders, volunteered to go into tAmpg of Saul with
his leader. Saul had his spstuick in the ground by his heattljs was
a symbol of authority which kings of that periodirat area often kept
with them (4-8; cp. 18:10-11; 19:9).

The Lord brought a deep sleep upon Saul and hops$r¢l2). Abishai
acknowledged that God had delivered Saul into thaids and he
wanted to kill the king. David again refused to ¢buhe LORD’S
anointedbut he took Saul's spear and jug of water (9—12).then
went to the top of a hill and called out to Abn®&gul's commander,
taunting him for his failure to guard his king. Dévecognised that the
Lord may have stirred up Saul against him (to deadtim?). If this
was so, he would bring an offering to God. On ttieohand, Saul may
have been influenced by malicious gossip againsiddaho keenly
felt that as a fugitive, he could not attend tressts at the tabernacle and
join with the faithful in worship (19).

Saul again acknowledged his sin in seeking Dalif@'&nd he blessed
David. He knew that David would do great things prelail, but Saul
was not to be trusted (21,25; 27:1). Saul confeskbdve played the
fool and erred exceedingl{21). He was referring to his jealousy of
David and of its consequences, but that statemans sip his life. He
had played the fool by his deliberate disobediesfc@od, in making
rash vows and in wasting so many opportunitiesepent of his sin.
What a contrast to another Saul of the tribe ofj&mam — the great
apostle Paul. Shortly before he was martyred, leteyt have fought
the good fight, | have finished the race, | havetkée faith’ (2
Timothy 4:7).Are you playing the fool, or are you fighting the god
fight and keeping the faith?
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19 OCTOBER 1 Samuel 27:1 to 28:2

There is nothing better for me than that | shoulgsedily escape

David felt very vulnerable and he again soughtgefin Gath where he
was out of the reach of Saul. His folly in retugnio Gath led him into
compromise and sin. He was given the city of ZiKlagar to Judah) but
it is pathetic to read of the conqueror of GoliaffGath (chapter 17)
now owning himself as the servant of the king otlG@®; 28:2). He

lived a lie for sixteen months, pretending to Abhisat he and his men
were raiding southern Judah and its surroundingtéey, when in

reality, he was fighting against Israel’'s enemithe (Amalekites and
others). He was obliged to cover his deceptiorigglding much blood
(7-12). But for the intervention of God, he woulavk found himself
fighting against Israel and his beloved Jonath&nl2; chapter 29).

David had proved God in perilous situations on maaogasions; he
had expressed his confidence in God to Saul (262d)could write

such great words as found in Psalm 27:1-3 andaysel in his faith

and trust in the Lord. What caused this and wisddes are there for
us here?

* In the weariness of trial, he gave way to despgithoughts and
was convinced that Saul would eventually kill hifr).(The Lord did
not come into his reckoning at this point and h& tus faith in the
promises of God.

* He acted hastily when he should have been prdyartiicautious.
He said to himself;There is nothing better for me than that | should
speedily escape to the land of the Philistin@y. In fact, there was
nothing worse for him than this; notice the wtspeedily.’

David escaped the place of trial by going over thish, but he also
lost the blessing of God upon his lifare you being assailed by
difficulties in your Christian walk? Do not act hagtily but be
prayerful at all times. Come to the throne of grace where you will
obtain mercy and find grace to help you in the tohgour need. The
Lord will never fail you! (Hebrews 4:16)rust in the IORD with all
your heart, and lean not on your own understandiPigpverbs 3:5).
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20 OCTOBER 1 Samuel 28:3-15

When Saul enquired of the @RD, the LORD did not answer him

The events recorded in verses 3 to 25 took pla¢kertime between
chapters 30 and 31. Saul was terrified when hetsawnassive army
of the Philistines and sought God for direction tageived no answer.
He had despised God’s word and had wilfully relelgainst the
Lord. He went on to acknowledge lat&,0d has departed from me
and does not answer me any longéb). Verse 6 is one of the most
solemn and sad verses in all Scriptuihen Saul enquired of the
LORD, the LORD did not answer him.

Disobedience to God brings darkness to the soukhnts up heaven
to our cries (cp. Psalm 66:18). Herod feared JblarBaptistind heard
him gladly,but he did not repent of his sin and had John dwidet at
the insistence of Herodias and his step-daughtearkNé:19-28).
When he questioned the Lord Jesus on the day aftivdixion, Jesus
had nothing to say to him (Luke 23:7-B)we persist in disobeying
God and insist on going our own way, the time wilkome when we
will not be able to find the Lord (Isaiah 55:6—7).t is very foolish to
trifle with the warnings of God'’s word.

Though Saul had purged the land of occult praatgis (3,9), he
sought guidance from a medium at Endor, askingdering Samuel

up from the dead. Samuel had warned Saul thatli@béd as the sin
of witchcraft (15:23) and now the king descenddd the darkness of
the occult. God strictly forbids all kinds of spisim, fortune-telling,

casting of spells and witchcraft (Deuteronomy 18:1P). Most

newspapers and magazines carry horoscopes. Never, read them!
Many of them are rubbish, but they are not harnfi@ssBy consulting

them, you may unwittingly tap into dark powers énicig yourself into

great bondage. Why should you resort to such datises when you
can know God as your heavenly Father? He lovinglicives over you
if you belong to Christ and he wisely takes cargair future. What

more do you need?
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21 OCTOBER 1 Samuel 28:6-25

When the woman saw Samuel, she cried out with adawoice

Saul should have repented of his sin when Heavensilant to his
prayers, but instead he sought a spiritist med&H7). This passage of
Scripture is used by spiritists to support thernkgaactices and it raises
a number of questions. What are we to make of #MWist recognise
that though some mediums use trickery in their sggmrmany do come
under the control of their spirit guides. Theseeaiespirits who cannot
bring up the dead, but who can certainly impersatiam.When the
woman saw Samuel, she cried out with a loud v{l@-13). The
woman was not ‘at home’ in this situation; it wast a séance!

The dead cannot be contacted nor brought backrfi&al2:23; Luke
16:26—-31).Those who die in Christ are with the Lord in heaven
(2 Corinthians 5:8; Philippians 1:23). Satan and g agents cannot
disturb them nor have any control over them.What then are we to
make of the appearance of Samuel if these thirgs@? The woman
cried out in fear which is out of character witle thormal practice of
a medium (12). She had no power to bring back Shria¢e Ralph
Davis and many other Bible commentators believe @l permitted
Samuel to go with his message for Saul (aftef\dises appeared on
the Mount of Transfiguration to speak to the Loasuds Christ;
Matthew 17:1-3). Matthew Henry believes, howeveat the woman
contacted an evil spirit which then came in thesguf Samuel.

The apparition censured Saul for disturbing him eaddemned him
for his disobedience to God (15-18). Such a thingld/never happen
at a normal spiritist séance where demons dechiveetprepared to
listen to them. The lesson of this chapter is that security can only
be found in the Lord and that those who dabbléédccult do so at
their own peril:They will ... see trouble and darkness, gloom of
anguish; and they will be driven into darknéssaiah 8:19-22). That
is what happened to Saul!
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The last days of Saul (1 Samuel chapters 28 to 31)
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1 & 2. The Philistine armies assemble at Aphek while the Israelites gather
at Jezreel. The Philistines refuse to allow David to fight with them and head
for Jezreel without him (29:1-11).

3. David returns to Ziklag to find that it had been plundered and burned by
the Amalekites whom he pursues and defeats (chapter 30).

4. In the meantime, the Philistines prepare for battle at Shunem, the
Israelites at Gilboa (28:4).

5. Saulinquired of the Lord but received no answer. In desperation, he goes
to a spiritist medium at Endor requesting that she bring up Samuel at a
séance. Samuel tells him that he will suffer defeat and death at the hand of
the Philistines the following day (28:5-25).

6. Saul and his three sons are slain on Mount Gilboa (31:1-10).

7. The men of Jabesh-Gilead recover the bodies of Saul and his sons from
Beth Shan for burial at Jabesh (31:11-13).
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22 OCTOBER 1 Samuel 29:1-11

What are these Hebrews doing here?

David had lapsed in his trust in the Lord and hamigromised himself
by going over to Achish, the king of Gath. He nawmrid himself with

the Philistine armies which were assembled to flghtown people.
The other Philistine leaders were rightly suspisiofl him and asked
Achish,‘What are these Hebrews doing herg3). They feared that
David would turn against them in the battle agatinstisraelites. They
had not forgotten the song of the women of Isr&sul has slain his
thousands, and David his ten thousands’5).

Achish called David to tell him of the fears of Iedlow-leaders and
dismissed him from his army. David remonstratedhwAchish,
protesting his loyalty (6—8). Achish saitlknow that you are as good
in my sight as an angel of Go(B). This appears to be an expression
of gratitude which was common at that time (cp.a2n8el 14:17;
19:27). The Philistine did not know that David hdeteived him on
many occasions (27:8-11). We may deceive othersappdar to be
walking with the Lord while in reality, we are batikiden and not right
with him. God knows our hearts and we cannot deckim!

We do not know whether David was sincere in expirgg$is
willingness to fight against Israel (8). It is hgrdonceivable that he
would really fight against his own people and agahis best friend,
Jonathan. We can see the hand of God in causingHhhestines to
reject the help of David and his men. The Lord oyed his folly and
spared him from doing the unthinkable. God is sacgyus in his
dealings with us, even when we lose heart, comm®mr backslide.
If we are faithless, he remains faithful; he candeny himsel{2
Timothy 2:13).Christian, If you have strayed from the Lord, could
be asked, ‘What is this Christian doing here?’Let us beware of
compromising our Christian testimony by aligningsmives with the
ungodly and being led into situations which cowddse us to deny the
Lord.
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23 OCTOBER 1 Samuel 30:1-20

But David strengthened himself in thedrD his God

When David and his men arrived at Ziklag, they founscene of
devastation. The Amalekites had plundered and blutreecity and had
taken captive all the women and children. The merewn such a state
of shock and sorrow that they wept, until they hadmore power to
weep. David’s distress was increased by some whmbl his
leadership for this catastrophe and who soughtdoeshim (1-6).
What did David do in this bitter circumstance? steengthened
himself in the DRD his God(6). Here we find a different David from
the man who so lapsed in his faith when he went e Philistines!

How do we strengthen ourselves in the Lord®e must first
acknowledge our complete dependence upon him. \&allrlis
goodness to us in the past and we worship andegnais We seek God
in prayer (8) and turn to his word for encouragemare you feeling
down-hearted? Are you at a low spiritual ebb? Do feel like giving
up that work for God which is so tough? Strengtiiearself in the
Lord. He will never fail you.

David then sought God for direction and the Lordmpised that they
would have success against the Amalekites andlieatloved-ones
would be recovered (7-8). The Amalekites were § eenel nation.
One of them had an Egyptian slave and had callalsiyndoned him
to die when the man fell sick. God providentialiplaght David and his
men to find this slave who had not eaten nor hadveater for three
days. Notice that they stopped to show kindneshdcslave, though
they were on an urgent mission. When they heardé@s story, they
found that he was able to lead them directly toAtmalekite raiders.

The slight delay experienced in showing kindnesgenthan
compensated for the valuable time saved by thernrdton given to
them by the slaveNever be too busy to have compassion on some
needy soul and to show them kindnes$he Lord gave David a great
victory, the captives were released and all thdtbdeen plundered was
regained (11-20).
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24 OCTOBER 1 Samuel 30:21-31

You shall not do so with what thedRD has given us

Some of David’'s men are described as wicked andhtess because
they did not want to share the spoils of the batith those who had
been too weary to fight (10, 21-22). David wouldd@one of this
mean-mindedness and he told thévou shall not do so with what the
LORD has given us(23). They owed their victory and its gains emyire
to the Lord! None of them was any more deserviramtthe other to
receive the spoils. Some had fought and othersguadded the
supplies; both tasks were necessary (24). Daviteddahat from that
day forward, all in his army should share the spoil victory (25).
Moses had established a similar practice hundrégears earlier
(Numbers 31:25-34). David went even further on tiisasion by
sharing some of the spoil with his own tribe ofadu@26—-31). We must
cultivate a thankful, praising heart so that welwgver have the
fleshly, self-sufficient attitude displayed by Ddgi men.

There is a vital spiritual principle in these vexs&/e must always
acknowledge that we owe what we are and what we havo the
grace of God.We must never despise other believers who do not
appear to be as well-blessed as ourselves, whémhgpiritual
knowledge and growth, or in material things. Ondhag of judgment,
the Lord will reward all faithful Christians incliny the humble saint
whose work goes largely unnoticed by men (cp. MattR5:34-40).

Give me a faithful heart,
Likeness to thee,
That each departing day
Henceforth may see
Some work of love begun,
Some deed of kindness done,
Some wanderer sought and won,
Something for thee.
(Sylvanus O. Phelps)
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25 OCTOBER 1 Samuel 31:1-13

All the valiant men arose

This chapter records the tragic end of Saul andsbis on Mount
Gilboa. Saul's son Ishbosheth may not have beesivad in the battle
because he succeeded his father to the throneaaf k&p. 2 Samuel
2:8-10). The Israelites were routed and David'svbranoble and
great-hearted friend, Jonathan was among thoseangh® slain (1-2).

Saul's disobedience had terrible consequencespfa himself, but

for his family and for Israel. Had he not dividdtetnation by his
jealous attitude and hatred of David, the lattendtave been fighting
with him against the Philistines to give a differentcome. Our sin is
never a private matter! It affects others and ofteides churches and
greatly hinders the progress of the gospel.

Saul knew he was so severely wounded that he waildscape death
at the hand of the Philistines. Rather than let t@ppen, he told his
armour-bearer to kill him, but the man was tooidfta do such a thing
and Saul took his own life by falling on his sw¢4dd-5). The Philistine
victors found the bodies of Saul and his sons vthey came to strip
the slain the following day. They fastened thenthi® walls of Beth
Shan and placed Saul's armour in one of their temi@lhere was great
rejoicing in their idol temples but they did noalise that Saul's death
would make way, in God’s purposes, for David, whould defeat them
and break their grip on Israel (2 Samuel 5:17-25).

The people of Jabesh-Gilead had never forgotteRititlmess of Saul
to them (see chapter 114ll the valiant men arosand travelled
through the night to recover the bodies of Saul lkisdsons from the
walls of Beth Shan. They were determined that #eyld be given an
honourable burial in Jabesh (11-1\&liant merhad to do something
about the shame that had befallen their king anchitg. They were
prepared to risk their lives on a very dangeroussion.Do you have
such qualities of faithfulness, fearlessness andifssacrifice? They
will be needed some day in the work of the Lord.
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PSALMS

The title ‘The Book of Psalms’ is used in the Neastment (Luke
20:42; Acts 1:20). The Greek word (‘Psalmos’) isamslation of the
Hebrew title (‘Mizmor’) used in 57 of the PsalmBlizmor’ is a song
which is accompanied by a stringed instrument. Bawiote almost
half of the Psalms; other writers include Mosesalf@s90), Solomon
(Psalms 72; 127) and Asaph (Psalms 50; 73 to 80).

The Psalms have always been a hymn book for thelelas they were
for Israel (cp. Ephesians 5:19). They are a richotlenal handbook
which we should know well and continually use. Tleegourage us to
worship God. They give us much insight into thesbiegs, struggles
and moods of a saint of God in various circumstanreen joy and in
sorrow; in trial and in rest; in danger and in p=ao defeat and in
victory; in penitence and in praise; in doubt amttust. The Psalms are
a great antidote to the false teaching that gikesrhpression that the
Christian should always be on the ‘mountain-toptejoicing and
blessing, living above struggles or sorrow.

Hebrew Poetryis not based on rhyme or metre as is usual withlign
verse, but uses a number of devices, the most camineong
parallelism. In parallelism, a similar or a contiiag thought is
expressed:-

Psalm 30:5 Weeping may endure for a night,
But joy comes in the morning.

Proverbs 15:20 A wise son makes a father glad,
But a foolish man despises his mother.

Another device is the use of acrostics, eg. PsaBnhich has 22 sets
of 8 verses, one set for each letter of the Heladpabet. In each set,
every verse starts with the same letter of theadlph eg. verses 1-8
all begin with the same letter ‘Aleph’.

I warmly commend C.H. Spurgeon’s commentary orPts@ms;THE
TREASURY OF DAVID'.
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26 OCTOBER Psalm 85

Will you not revive us again, that your people m@agjoice in you?

Some commentators believe that this psalm wasanrétter the return
of the Jews from exile in Babylon, but | am inclih® agree with

Spurgeon that this song was penned when the lascoppressed by
the Philistines and that it anticipates the pedgefars of David’s own

reign. The first three verses speak of the restoraif the nation to

God; there is then a prayer for further blessirg/§4The psalm closes
with promises of blessing (8—-13).

The psalmist acknowledges the goodness of Godstpduple:

* ‘LORD, you have been favourable to your land; you havedht
back the captivity of Jacofil).

*  ‘You have forgiven the iniquity of your people; ywave covered
all their sin’(2).

* ‘You have taken away all your wratk3). We must always
remember that God is angry with sinners and thatithgunish those
who refuse to repent of their sin (Romans 1:18)@sEalonians 1:6-9).
When sin is forgiven, divine wrath is removed angl ave no longer
under condemnation (Romans 8:1). We owe so muthetd.ord for
saving us from judgment and wrath. He is worthyoof love and
worship.

We live in barren times with widespread spirityadtiny around us. We
have seen much better days when God visited udendgiht many
thousands into his kingdom. False religions are flowishing and
the churches are generally weak. Is not all this\adence of the anger
and judgment of the Lord? We need to repent ofud@warmness and
prayerlessness! We need to prayjll you not revive us again, that
your people may rejoice in you@®). When God visits his people
(glory dwelling in the land, 9) there is great joy, thexenercy, there
is truth, there is righteousness and peace (10FhE .psalm closes
with a note of expectation of God’s blessing (1212t us pray
earnestly that God will revive his church so that is great name will
be honoured and many sinners will be saved.
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27 OCTOBER Psalm 86

Unite my heart to fear your name

The title of this psalm is ‘A prayer of David’ aftccan be divided into
three sections, each ending with a note of gragiturdconfidence (1-7,
8-13, 14-17). This is the prayer of a godly mlaoly, 2) and because
he has been set apart to God, he can expect thetd.tow down his
ear to hear his prayer (1-2). Spurgeon commernitss ‘hot self-
righteous in good men to plead their innocenceraason for escaping
from the results of sin wrongfully ascribed to thgmenitents do not
bedaub themselves with mire for the love of it.t Bavid, prayer was
a way of life (3—4). How did he pray for himself?

* He worshipped and praised God (5,8-10, 12-13).

* He encouraged himself in the goodness and mer&oof ‘For
you, Lord, are good, and ready to forgive, and atant in mercy to all
those who call upon yo(B).

* He expressed his desire to know God’s way andatk w his
truth (11). One of the Puritans, Thomas Watsoneaaid, ‘Let the
word be the sundial by which you set your life.’

* He wanted to be rid of all double-mindedness aadgtayed,
‘Unite my heart to fear your naméL1). When our hearts are free from
divided loyalties and when we are single-mindeoundesire to please
the Lord, we will be whole-hearted in our praisezafd (12).

* He prayed for personal protection from his enenfigs16). He
was confident that God would answer him in the aliayouble (7).

* He did not pray for the destruction of his enenfiasrather that
they would be ashamed. God is abundant in mercycandave them
too (15,17)!

Some misguided souls who have only a superficialltaedge of the
Bible allege that the Old Testament shows God todssh and lacking
in love. That is nonsense; God does not changeklatdhe grand
description of God’s goodness, mercy, compassioelise 15If your
heart is not right with the Lord, turn to him now. You will then
prove the words of DavidFor you, Lord, are good, and ready to
forgive, and abundant in mercy to all those whd gpbn you’(5).
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28 OCTOBER Psalm 87

Glorious things are spoken of you, O city of God!

Jerusalem (Zion) has been very special to the &swessince David
established it as his royal city and as the ceatreorship at the
tabernacle and then in the temple. This psalm aadhP48 speak of
the beauty of the cityGlorious things are spoken of you, O city of God!
(3). The church is now all important; it‘tee city of the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalen(Hebrews 12:22; cp. Galatians 4:26). John
Newton reflects this in his hymn, ‘Glorious thingfsthee are spoken,
Zion city of our God.’

When a child is born, the birth is registered g/ plarents and the birth
certificate is often needed to obtain various doenits, eg. passports.
God also registers the names of all those who donfigith in Christ
and who follow him (Hebrews 12:23). The psalmistas of those
born in Jerusalem, individuals from various natjcaikregistered by
the Lord (4-6):This one was born therés found three times in these
verses./Rahab’(4) refers to Egypt. These verses look forwarcht® t
time when people from all nations are saved andjatieered into the
church (cp. Colossians 3:11).

The Lord loves his church which is his body (Ephesi1:22-23;
5:25).1If the Jews could be so enthusiastic and joyful ahd
Jerusalem (7), how much more should we rejoice inuo privilege
of belonging to Christ’s church! Let us pray that God will be pleased
to bring many to new life in Christ and that theyl wome into our
local church.

Saviour, since of Zion’s city

| through grace a member am,

Let the world deride or pity,

I will glory in thy name.

Fading is the worldling’s pleasure,

All his boasted pomp and show;

Solid joys and lasting treasure

None but Zion’s children know.

(John Newton)
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29 OCTOBER Psalm 88

My soul is full of troubles

Heman and Ethan, the writers of Psalms 88 and 8@ wese men

(1 Kings 4:31), but wise men are not immune from@ae and despair.

The words,O LORD, God of my salvation(1) are the only rays of
comfort in this psalm that is full of gloom and kireg in hope. The

psalmist was so overwhelmed with trouble, afflintend sickness that
he felt close to death (3-9). He felt trapped, siuand unable to
escape (6-8). His loved ones and friends had @eshkin and he felt
that God had cast off his soul (8,14,18).

There are times when a Christian may pass throutgrlavalley of
perplexity, trial and sorrow when he seems to mviope. His prayers
seem to meet with the silence of heaven and tipgesas to be no hope
in death. The questions in verses 10 to 12 aresuwexed in this psalm,
but we know that when the believer dies, he godsetwith the Lord
in heaven. He will praise the Lord! He will not bethe place of
destruction(11) but in glory, where he will sing of God’s
lovingkindness and faithfulness. He will continyalkjoice in God’s
wonders and in his righteousness.

The psalmist saidMy soul is full of troubles’(3) but he did not

abandon prayer. He acknowledged the God of hisasailvand cried

out to him day and night (1-2,9,13is is surely an encouragement for

us to turn to God in prayer when our souls are fullof troubles! Our dearest

Friend, the Lord Jesus Christ, went through a deépy of sorrow and

suffering to save us from sin. He felt abandonedby the Father as
he hung on the cross (Mark 15:34) so that we woalcer be forsaken
by God. Let us trust in him in all of our trialscamoubles; he will never
fail us or forsake us (Hebrews 13:5)!

When all around my soul gives way

He then is all my hope and stay.

On Christ the solid Rock, | stand;

All other ground is sinking sand . (Edward Mote)
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30 OCTOBER Psalm 89:1-7

| will sing of the mercies of the @RD forever

The Hebrew Scriptures divide the Psalms into fiweKs, each ending
with a doxology. Psalm 89 is the last psalm in Bdbkee (73 to 89).
C. H. Spurgeon describes it as ‘the majestic conepaalm’ (THE
TREASURY OF DAVID). This lovely psalm begins with a reminder of
the Lord’s mercies, faithfulness and greatness&L+1will sing of the
mercies of the @RD forever; with my mouth will | make known your
faithfulness to all generationd). The psalm then continues with a
description of the covenant which the Lord madéviaawvid (19-37;
cp. verse 3). The psalm then has a lament conagthim calamity
which had befallen the house of David and a préyar God would
again show his covenant mercies to the house oid¥ag8-51).

The mercies(translated ‘steadfast love’ in the English Stamda
Version) andfaithfulnessof God are truly wonderful. The word
‘faithfulness’is found in verses 1, 2, 5, 8, 24 and 33. Thinkualthe
merciesassociated with our salvation— the glorious gifGod’s holy
Son to die for us, the gift of forgiveness and ei#ag from sin, the gift
of peace with God, the gift of free access into '&pdesence, the gift
of eternal life, the gift of an inheritance in heay the gift of God’s
word to guide us. There are also other mercies asatuaily blessings
and provision from the hand of God who is faithitve have so much
cause to praise him.

God is glorious in his awesome power and unfaiiogdness and he
is supreme over all the angelic beings (5£6).us worship and serve
him with reverence and godly fear (7; cp. Hebrews2:28)!

Thy mercy, my God,

Is the theme of my song,

The joy of my heatrt,

And the boast of my tongue;

Thy free grace alone,

From the first to the last,

Hath won my affections,

And bound my soul fast. (John Stocker)
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31 OCTOBER Psalm 89:8-18

Blessed are the people who know the joyful sound

Who is this God who is unchanging in all of his mes and goodness,
who will never fail in all his faithfulness (33)7eHs the only God, the
almighty One who is glorious and invincible in piswer (8—10). His

miracle in parting the Red Sea to destroy the Eggptis recalled (10
— Egypt is sometimes referred to‘Rahab’ in the Old Testament).

We are reminded that God created all the univetdeX2). Many
people have a very mistaken notion of God. Thejetelthat he is a
benign power, limited by our will. They could na Further from the
truth. Our God is strongfou have a mighty arm; strong is your hand,
and high is your right hand13). He is the God of righteousness,
justice, mercy and trutlRighteousness and justice are the foundation
of your throne; mercy and truth go before your f§té). God is too
powerful to fail, too wise to make a mistake, t@hteous to be unfair,
too good and gracious to be unkind. What an engmmeent and
comfort it is to know this, especially when we asgeriencing trials
and difficulties. We have every reason to rejoic@im (16).

Blessed are the people who know the joyful sounely Walk, O DRD,
in the light of your countenandé5). ‘The joyful soundis the praise
of God’s people and how blessed are those who woestd praise
God! To walk in the light of God’s countenancedsnhjoy his favour.
What a wonderful thing it is to be favoured by Geldo strengthens
us and defends us (18t us bring to the Lord our joyful praises!

And will this sovereign King
Of glory condescend?
And will he write his name
My Father and my Friend?
| love his name, | love his word,
Join all my powers to praise the Lord.
(Isaac Watts)



