30 SEPTEMBER Philippians 4:19-23

My God shall supply all your need

There is a wonderful promise in verse ¥8. God shall supply all your
need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jeduss promise is

for bountiful Christians, who like the Philippians, obey Godsrilv

We cannot claim such a promise if we are disobeying God. This verse
is not a blank cheque for us to claim from God anything we want. He
will not supply every wish that we have but he will supply all our need.
He loves us and gives to ascording to his richeand his riches are
beyond measure Romans 8:32)! This promise covédsrads of
needs, including the need for grace and support ubteoand trials
(Hebrews 4:16). Is it any wonder that Paul magsi6iar God and
Father (20)?

The great missionary, Hudson Taylor, never appefdedunds to
finance his work in China. Someone once asked him if this was not a
hand-to-mouth existence. ‘Yes’ replied Taylor, ‘from God’s hand to my
mouth!” What are your needs? Have you asked God to supply
them? He knows what you need and he will supply those needs in his
good time. Are you trusting him and thanking him for all his mercies?
God'’s promises are absolutely true and he will supply all of your needs
Let us trust him, praise him, and magnify him!

Earlier in his letter, the apostle Paul mentions the ChristmRe®me.

They had been encouraged to be bold in speaking God’s Word because
of his presence there as Christ’s prisoner (1:#4).again refers to
them here, passing on their greetings to the Philippians. Some of them
worked in the service of Roman emperor Nero (22). They were bearing
witness in a pagan environment. Let this encourage us to pray that the
gospel will reach the people in countries which hostile to the
Christian message. Let it also encourage us to persevere in our prayers
and witness for those we know and love, who are presently indifferent
to the gospelWhen God opens doors, no one can thwart his
sovereign will' Now to our God and Father be glory for ever. Amen.

Al Scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken
from the New King James Version. Copyright © 1982 by
Thomas Nelson Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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1 SEPTEMBER Psalm 112

Blessed isthe man who fearsthe LORD

This psalm is a companion to the previous psalm which dedlages
glorious character and acts of God. Psalm 112 describes tlatenar
and behaviour of the godly person (compare versasd34 in each
psalm).The fear of the @RD is the beginning of wisdo(111:10) and
those who fear God are blessed inddgldssed is the man who fears
the LORD, who delights greatly in his commandmefits When we

truly love the Lord, obedience to his Word is not a burden but a delight.
The descendants of the godly make an impact for great good in society
when they follow in the righteous ways of their parents (2). Material
blessings are often emphasised in the Old Testament (3) but wedave
right to expect or to demand wealth from God. We are warned against
seeking to be rich (1 Timothy 6:6—10). The New Testament emphasises
the spiritual riches of the believer (eg. Ephesiand. Spurgeon
describes these as: ‘contentment, peace, secpatyer in prayer,
promises, providence, yea, God himsefREASURY OF DAVID).

The godly man igiracious, and full of compassion, and righte¢ds

He is generous and stable in character, and disareguiding his
personal affairs (56, 9). The believer is not spared dark periods in his
life but he trusts in the Lord knowing that hisats are not forever.
Light will arise in the darkness and he is not afraid of the f{tyie-8).

The psalm closes by showing the difference with the ungodly (10). Life
without God is very dark and the outlook is bleBld you fear the
LORD and delight greatly in his commandments?

How blest is life if lived for thee

My loving Saviour and my Lord;

No pleasures that the world can give
Such perfect gladness can afford.

All day to walk beneath thy smile,
Watching thine eye to guide me still,
To rest at night beneath thy care,
Guarded by thee from every ill.
(Prust’s supplementary Hymn Book, 1869)

© 2017. Email: aft@albeta.plus.com Tel. 01225 754579
You may freely download or print these notes from www.ggoj.org.uk

29 SEPTEMBER Philippians 4:14-18

An acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to God

These verses show why the Philippians meant so much to Paul. They
did not take the attitude that it was enough to pray for him (and/ésat
important). They alssharedin his distress (14). From the time he had
known them, they hadharedwith him concerning giving and
receiving(15). True fellowship involves sharing and the sfp®
recalled how this young church had sent gifts again and again to meet
his needs (15-16). They did not have the attitude, ‘Out of sight, out of
mind’ but had a heartfelt love and concern for the apostle. They were
motivated by love for God and for his servant, and they gladly gave to
meet his needs.

Paul had not sought a gift from the Philippians butxm@essed his
gratitude for their latest gift that was sent with Epaphrod(tLi&-18).

God loves a cheerful givéR Corinthians 9:7) and would make fruit
abound to their account. The fruit of a generousrhiss a greater
detachment from earthly things, increasing joy andtentment in
Christ. Moreover, on the day of judgment, the generous giver will be
commended and rewarded by the Lord Jesus (Matthew 25:21,34-40).

We cannot buy salvation, but that is not to say that we should not give
generously to the work of God. Paul described tHe @f the
Philippians to himself aa sweet-smelling aroma, an acceptable
sacrifice, well pleasing to God.8). The whole burnt offerings of the
Israelites were alsa sweet aroma to thedRD (Leviticus 1:9,13,17).

In the New Testament, the term is used in the context of alifise

and a total giving up of self. The Lord Jesus loved us and gave himself
for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma
(Ephesians 5:2)The sweet aroma indicates that God is satisfied with
the offering.How do you think that God sees your giving to his
work? Do you think that he is satisfied with your devotion to Im

as it is expressed through your giving to his work?
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28 SEPTEMBER Philippians 4:10-13

| havelearned in whatever state | am, to be content

As he comes to the end of his letter, Paul expresses his gratitude to the
Philippians for their generosity to him (10-18). There had been a gap
in their giving through lack of opportunity, but he had now nesi

their gifts which were sent with Epaphroditus. Paul was not too proud
or thoughtless to say, ‘Thank you’ andregiced in the Lord greatly

for the kindness of the Philippians (10). Do you show your appreciation
to those who are kind to you? Do you rejoice in the Lord greatly for
them? Do you ever send a ‘thank-you’ card or letter as an expression
of gratitude to someone who has helped you?

Paul was a prisoner, but he was content! He widtaye learned in
whatever state | am, to be contéhi). He had learned to be content
in every circumstance whether good or bad (12). Notice that we are not
born with contentment; it has to be learned. How do we leaiByit?
committing all of our concerns to God in prayer and by trusting in his
wise providence (6—7). We learn contentment bynlgvfor Christ
(1:21) and by proving his sufficiency to give us strength and help as we
need it (13). Paul testified, can do all things through Christ who
strengthens meg(13). He did not depend on himself or on his own
limited resources when he faced trials and difficulties. Hequ the
strength of Christ to help him through (cp. 2 Corinthians 12:10).

Puritan Jeremiah Burroughs wrote a book almost 350 years ago which
has been reprinted and is available from Banner of Truth. Théstitle
‘The Rare Jewel of Christian Contentment.’ Yes, it is § vare jewel
which is possessed by few Christians. This is how Burroughs describes
Christian contentment: ‘Christian contentment is thatetwinward,
quiet, gracious frame of spirit, which freely submits to and delights
God’'s wise and fatherly disposal in every conditidie live in a
restless, turbulent world, but we should be differat to those
around us. A contented life commends the gospel! Have waitaed

to be content, whatever our circumstances®odliness with
contentment is great gafi Timothy 6:6).
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PHILIPPIANS

Philippi was a Roman colony in the province of Maaria (Acts
16:12); as a colony, its government and custom® wewsdelled on
those of Rome. The Philippian church was the first chtimaeh Paul
established in Europe (Acts 16:9-40).

Paul wrote this letter from prison in Rome between AD 61 and AD 63.
He wrote to thank the Philippians for their generous financial support
brought to him by one of their leaders, Epaphroditus (4:18). He wanted
to reassure them that his imprisonment hadhed out for the
furtherance of the gospél:12—-26). He also dealt with a threat to the
unity of the church on account of friction between two of its women
(1:27 to 2:4; 4:2). There is a great emphasis on Christian joy liettae

(in which the wordgoy’ and’rejoice’ are found sixteen times).

Outline of Philippians

1. Opening greetings - 1:1-2

2. Paul's thanksgiving and prayer - 1:3-11
3. Paul’s situation at Rome - 1:12-26
4. The necessity of Christian unity - 1:27t0 2:4
5. The humiliation and exaltation of Christ ~ — 2:5-11
6. Working out our salvation - 2:12-18
7. Commendation of Timothy and Epaphroditus 2:19-30
8. Warning against false teaching - 3:1-21
9. Final exhortations - 4:1-9

10. Paul's gratitude for their gifts - 4:10-20
11. Closing greetings — 4:21-23

| have found the commentary on Philippians by Willkiam Henriksen
(published by Banner of Truth) very helpful.

N.B. The letter of Paul to the Philippians is so ricd aonderful in
teaching that we shall repeat some readings for two or more dgiys to
more space for explanatioo meditate on these repeated readings
of Scripture each day so that they will be impressed on younind
and heart.



2 SEPTEMBER Philippians 1:1-7

Servants ... saints... bishops and deacons

Paul describes Timothy and himselfsesvants of Jesus Chrigt).
Peter and Jude also introduce themselves in the same manrar in th
letters (2 Peter 1:1; Jude 1). The Greek wordsknvantsmeans
‘slaves’. All Christians have been bought at a price (with the bddod
Christ). We should always remember that we are Christ's servdntt
must obey him (1 Corinthians 3:23; 6:19-20; 7:22).

The church at Philippi was made upsafnts in Christ Jesus ... with the
bishops and deacor{$).

» Saintsare those whom the Lord Jesus has set apart to glorify him.
All Christians arecalled to be saint(Romans 1:7; 1 Corinthians 1:2).
We must live for God in this evil world asints in Christ Jesus.

* Bishopsare the overseers (that is what the Greek wordche)ea
They function within a local church as preaching aunling elders,
shepherding the flock of God to feed them and to build them up in the
faith (Hebrews 13:17; 1 Peter 5:1-4). Notice that there was alipur

of bishopswithin the Philippian church. The elders of the mduat
Ephesus are also describedoasrseergsame Greek word translated
bishops;Acts 20:17,28). The qualities required for those who would be
elders are found in 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9.

» Deacons;the Greek word meariservant’; it is also translated
minister (eg. Ephesians 3:7; 6:21; Colossians 1:7,23,25). In the New
Testament, this ministry is associated with servia the supply of
material need (eg. Romans 15:25; 2 Corinthians 8:4). Deacons today
are often viewed as administrators in the church, but ffiee onust
always be seen as one of spiritual service requiring godly mets (A
6:3; 1 Timothy 3:8-13).

God bestows higraceandpeaceupon every Christian (2)Ve are not
all called to be overseers or deacons, but we are leal to live as
saints and to serve Christ. How are you doing?

27 SEPTEMBER Philippians 4:6-9

Be anxious for nothing

Many people are stressed out and burdened with anxiety but God has
given us a very practical cure. How are we to enjoy God’s peace in our
lives if we have many cares? We a&oebe anxious for nothingnd
commiteverythingto God in prayer (6)in everything by prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be enlatbwn to
God(6). William Hendriksen describssipplicationas ‘the humble cry

for the fulfilment of needs that are keenly felflMMENTARY ON
PHILIPPIANS, page 195). The Lord Jesus teaches us that we should not
be anxious about our needs or about our future. Our heavenly Father
knows what we need and he lovingly provides for those who seek first
his kingdom and his righteousness (Matthew 6:25-34). We must turn
care into prayerCasting all your care upon him, for he cares for you

(1 Peter 5:7). To be weighed down by anxious canmeedless and
faithless.

If we will place our trust in him, he will give us his peacealatimes.

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and minds through Christ Jeq9. If we are to enjoy this
wonderful peace of God in our lives, we need to be disciplined in our
thought life as well as in our prayer life (8). We live in a corrupt world
and we must not listen to, watch or read anything that is unhaly, b
rather fill our minds with wholesome thoughts by feeding on the Word
of God and good Christian literature (Psalm 119:105, 140).

Whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things
are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever
things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there ishang
praiseworthy — meditate on these thir{§$. Paul was not writing
from theory; the Philippians had seen the evidence of these things in
his life (9).How is your prayer life and your thought life?

O what peace we often forfeit!

O what needless pain we bear!

All because we do not carry

Everything to God in prayer. (Joseph M. Scriven)
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26 SEPTEMBER Philippians 4:4-6

Let your gentleness be known to all men

There is so much to challenge us in these verses that we must continue
with the same reading. We are now urgédst your gentleness
(moderatiorAV) be known to all mer(5). Hendriksen points out in his
commentary that the word ‘gentleness’ cannot besteded by any
single word in the English language. He himself uses the thagd
heartedness,’ but states that any of the following words could be used
— ‘forbearance, yieldedness, geniality, kindliness, gentlerssaset
reasonableness, considerateness, charitableneslsinass,
magnanimity, generosity. All of these qualities acanbined in the
adjective-noun that is used in the original. Taken together theytsleow
real meaning."€OMMENTARY ON PHILIPPIANS page 193). The same
word is found in 1 Timothy 3:3; Titus 3:2; James 3:17.

Let us be gentle, gracious and big-hearted, not from a sense of duty, but
because we want to please the Lord. If we are rohgish or
inconsiderate in our behaviour, we do not please him. We must show
this gentleness not only to believers, but to all pedpgain quote

from William Hendriksen: ‘The Christian is the man who reasbas t

it is far better to suffer wrong than to inflict wrong (1 Corintlsi&n?).
Sweet reasonableness is an essential ingredient of true happiness.’

Paul reminds us, th#étte Lord is at handThis could be taken to mean
that the Lord’s presence is among us or that he is cosung. It is
more likely to mean the latter in this verse. We must relpeetat the
Lord Jesus may return at any momeéfibuld we be ashamed with
our present conduct if he was to return today? Hows your
gentleness being seen by others?

Gracious Spirit, dwell with me!
I myself would gracious be,
And with words that help and heal
Would thy life in mine reveal;
And with actions bold and meek
Would for Christ, my Saviour, speak.
(Thomas T. Lynch)
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3 SEPTEMBER Philippian s 1:1-7

I thank my God upon every remembrance of you

4| The church at Philippi had its
problems (there is no such thing
as a perfect church on earth), but
the apostle was able to pray for
4 them with thankfulness and joy.
He wrote,l thank my God upon
every remembrance of you,
< , | always in every prayer of mine
& <. making request for you all with
N Er;??mﬁs)' joy (3-4). Why was Paul so
®, @ i thankful to God and joyful in his
S X prayers for the Philippian

0 100 miles THRACE
0 160 kms.
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Thessalonica.
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N 1 church? It was for their
fellowship in the gospekhich
had continued from the time that they had come to Christ (5).

The Greek word translatddllowshipmeans ‘a sharing of the same
things’; it is also translatedommunion(1l Corinthians 10:16;

2 Corinthians 6:14; 13:14). The Philippians were partakers with Paul
(sharers) of the grace of God (7). Christian feBbyp is more than
meeting together for worship, praise and prayer (though these are most
important). It is having our fellow-believers in our heart §Ad this
results in having a practical concern for their well-being! Whaul

was out of sight, he was not out of mind as far as the Philippiare w
concerned. They had supported him with their prayers and gifts in the
past and continued to do so now that he was in prison (4:14-18).

Fellowship involves giving as well as taking — that is what sharing is
about.How practical are you in Christian fellowship? Is your life a
blessing to others so that whenever they think ofou, they are
thankful to God for every remembrance of you and they are able to
pray for you with joy?



4 SEPTEMBER Philippians  1:1-7

He who has begun a good work in you will complete it

We are again repeating our reading; please do not skip it — repetition is
useful.

Some of us begin jobs but leave them half-finished or we abandon them
altogether. We must be very thankful that God is not like that. Paul was
able to assert that he wesnfident of this very thing, that he who has
begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ
(6). Think about God’s work of salvation in our lives: He chose us in
Christ before he made the world (Ephesians 1:4). He has called us and
justified us and he will one day take us to heateglorify us.
(Romans 8:30). There are no drop-outs among thdseaxe truly
saved!

We are painfully aware of our remaining sin and weaknesses.dfeve
troubled with lack of assurance of our salvation let us think abeut t
things that God has done in us to make us a new creation in Christ. He
will complete the good work that he has begun inTuse great
completion day will be at the return of the Lord Je&he day of Jesus
Christ’) when we will have new bodie$he redemption of our body’

— Romans 8:23). God is able to keep us from stumbling and we will be
presented faultless before him with exceeding joy (Jude 24).

We are secure in Christ, but that does not mean that we do ndbhave
do anything to progress in the Christian life (2:13). Progress is
often painful and we must expect trials and chastening which &re par
of God’s work in us (Hebrews 12:5-11; 1 Peter 4:12-G4&d who
created all the universe, loves us and is working in our lives. What

a privileged people we are, and how it should humble us arekcite

us to adoring worship and grateful praise!

The work which his goodness began,
The arm of his strength will complete;
His promise is Yea and Amen,
And never was forfeited yet.
(Augustus M.Toplady)

25 SEPTEMBER Philippians 4:4—6

Rejoicein the Lord always. Again, | will say, rejoice!

In the closing verses of his letter, the apostle opens up to usctieeé se

of true and lasting happiness. He has already urged the Philippians to
rejoice in the Lord(3:1) and he now writesRejoice in the Lord
always. Again, | will say, rejoicel(4). Why is such an exhortation
necessary? We do not always feel happy in our Christian walk, we do
not always feel like rejoicing. We must never let our feelings tiomdi

our lives, however,; if we do so, we will be up and down like a yo-yo.
We may be carrying heavy burdens, but the Lord will help us if we cas
our cares upon him (1 Peter 5:7).

How can werejoice in the Lord alwaysvhen everything seems to be
going wrong, when we are ill, when we are suffering? The Philippians
knew that Paul was not telling them to do what he did not do Himsel
They knew how with Silas he had sung the praises of God from a filthy
Philippian dungeon after being unjustly arrested braten (Acts
16:22—34). Paul was again in prison for the sake of Christ. What did he
have to rejoice about at all times? What do we have to rejomé@ab

We should daily rejoice in our wonderful Saviour who Based us
from our sin at tremendous cost. We should rejoice in the blessings
our salvation, such as peace with God and eternal life and a glorious
future in heaven for ever. We should rejoice that our Father in heaven
IS sovereign over every circumstance in our lives and that henisisvit

We should rejoice in daily fellowship with the Lord and in his love and
goodness to us each day. We should rejoice in our fellowship with other
Christians, and so we could continue to count our blessings.

Rejoicing in the Lord does not mean that we will always be sgilin
even in times of trouble. At such times we rejoice within, kingwhat
God is with us and that he will bring us throug¥e do not commend
the Lord if we go around looking miserable and are no dierent
from unbelievers. Let us now come to the Lord and pour out our
hearts in praise for all that he means to us and for all thaaseone
and is doing for usRejoice in the Lord always. Again, | will say,
rejoice!
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24 SEPTEMBER Philippians 4:2—-6

Whose names are in the book of life

The devil attacks the church through false teacli;h48-19) but a
more subtle form of attack comes through bringing division between
believers. Paul remembered the time when Euodia and Syntyche had
laboured with him in the gospel and he tenderly pleaded with them to
be reconciled with each othéw, be of the same mind in the Ld&+3).

Paul urged hisue companiorfwhose identity we do not know) to help
these women resolve their differences. Hendriksen takes thefaame
companionwhich is ‘Syzygus’ in the Greek, to be the nameaof
person. The task of reconciling those who have fallennatiit each
other requires great tact, wisdom, understanding, pagiand trust.
The Lord Jesus saitBlessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be
called sons of God{Matthew 5:9).

Paul wrote of the two women and of his fellow-workerkpse names

are in the book of lifé3; cp. Daniel 12;1; Luke 10:20; Revelation 13:8;
20:15). We are fellow-citizens of heaven and we will be there together
one day. No one is perfect and we can easily irritate each otloerr by
remaining sinful traits. Satan will do all that ban to exploit our
differences. Let us not harbour grudges or ill-fegé against a
fellow-Christian or we will become bitter and our usefulness insCéir
work will be diminished.

It is a terribly sad affair when Christians refusesort out their
differences and remain entrenched in their views, blaming the other f
the breakdown in fellowship. Such differences ofteve wider
repercussions and they hinder the progress of éspeal. There are
procedures set out in Scripture for dealing witbadireements, but
even churches which are sound in doctrine often fail to apply them (cp.
Matthew 18:15-20). If we do not use these procedures, howean
enjoy God’s blessing upon us? We must also pray for those who have
wronged us (Matthew 5:44)f you are not talking to a fellow-
Christian, can it be right, can you be right?
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5 SEPTEMBER Philip pians 1:3-11

That your love may abound still more and more in knowledge

Paul was confident that God would complete the good work that he had
begun in the Philippians (6). This did not mean, however, that he had
no need to pray for them. The Lord uses our prayers and he encourages
us to pray (eg. Luke 18:1). The apostle’s love for the Philippians gave
him a great concern for their well-being which drove him to pray for
them (8-9). Love for our fellow-believers, for unsaved relatized
friends should drive us to our knees.

Paul’s prayer for the Philippian Christians gives us some idea of how
we should pray for each other (9-11). We are oftague in our
prayers (eg. ‘Lord, bless so-and-so’). We must be more specifiethind
God how we want him to bless those for whom we pray.

How then should we pray for each other? We should pray that our love
for Godmay abound still more and more in knowledge and all
discernment9). We all need to increase in our knowledge of God and
his Word however long we have been saved. We also need to know how
to apply God’s word so that we are able to discern and recognise fals
teaching, especially that there are so many false tesawlating to
deceive us.

‘Love ... knowledge and all discernmgi®j. These are essential for us
that wemay approve the things that are excellahgt wemay be
sincere and without offenaetil Christ returns (10). The Greek word
translatedsincere’ is better renderegure’ as in 2 Peter 3:1 and in the
English Standard Version. The healthy Christian has a godly character.
We all need to be more godlpeing filled with the fruits of
righteousnessyhich come through Jesus Christ (11; cp. John 15:2,5).
All this brings glory and praise to God who has made us to glorify him
and to enjoy him forever (cp. Matthew 5:16; John8)5Let us
meditate on Paul’s prayer and take it up as we pray for oursehse
and for others.



6 SEPTEMBER Philippians 1:12-18

For the furtherance of the gospel

We do not find any trace of self-pity in Paul asrie¢ers to his
imprisonment. He was more concerned for the progress of the gospel
than what had happened to himself. He could have felt frustrated and
bitter because he was no longer in a position to plant churches, but no,
he saw the sovereign hand of God in all his circtanses. His
imprisonment had not hindered the spread of the gospel, rather it had
actually turned out for the furtherance of the gogfi&). His chains
werein Christand all the soldiers of the palace heard the gospel as they
took their turn to guard Paul (13). Not only that, Paul's example had
encouraged the Christian men in the church at Rome to be more bold
in proclaiming the Word of God (14). William Hendriksen obseyve
‘When the apostle went to Rome as a prisoner, & inaeality the
gospel that went to Rome COMMENTARY ON PHILIPPIANS page

68). Paul not only wrote to the Ephesians, but also to the Philippians,
Colossians and Philemon during this imprisonmenthat¥\a great
blessing these letters have been to Christians throughout the ages!

Some preachers proclaim the gospel from wrong restivut Paul
rejoiced that God sovereignly worked for good evierough the
preaching of insincere men (15-18). Many peoplestilesaved
through preachers whose lives are not consistent with their profession.
This does not excuse such men (cp. Matthew 7:22-18)it does
show that God is gracious.

How do you react to adverse and perplexing circamsés or
disappointments in your life? Do they overwhelm you, or do you see
thatin all these things, we are more than conquerors through him who
loved us(Romans 8:37)®ur attitude to our circumstances makes

all the difference! We must trust God even when we cannot trace his
ways. Remember Joseph’s words to his broth&®) meant evil
against me; but God meant it for goq@enesis 50:20). God works all
things together for good to those who love him (Romans 8:28). Let us
take heart, trust in God and rejoice in him!

23 SEPTEMBER Philippians 3: 17to 4:1

Stand fast in the Lord

Paul had a great love and affection for the Philippian Christiansé\oti
how he addresses them'lsty beloved and longed-for brethren, my joy
and crown’(4:1; cp. 1:8). Many of these Christians had been converted
through his ministry at Philippi and his love for them is a challeage t
all of us. Pastors must have a self-sacrificing love for everylyee of
their church (even those who are difficult and awkward) and Chngstia
must really love one another.

The Christian has many enemies (3:18) and rithstefore ... stand
fastin the Lord(4:1). The apostle had earlier writtéstand fast in one
spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gos{e?7).
He uses similar words to exhort the Corinthian €linins,'Watch,
stand fast in the faith, be brave be strofgCorinthians 1:13).

We live in very difficult and challenging times (cp. 2 Timothy 3:1-5)
and there are many pressures upon us to compromise and to be content
with a worldly lifestyle (cp. 3:19). Many Christiarwant to be
entertained in church services rather than to worship God with a sense
of awe and wonder. Many evangelical churches hawbraced a
charismatic style of worship; this would have once been unthinkable.

If we are tostand fast in the Lordve must discipline ourselves to make
time for personal devotions. We must ground oursglwn God’s
precious Word and be fervent and faithful in prayer. Towards the end
of the second part of John BunyawWB. GRIM’'S PROGRESShe
pilgrims saw ‘a man upon his knees, with hands and eyes lifted up, and
speaking, as they thought, earnestly to one that was above ... When he
had done, he got up, and began to run towards éhestal City ...
Then said Mr Valiant-for-Truth, “Who is it?” ... Mr Honest saidiis

name is Stand-fast; he is certainly a right good pilgriveé have a
glorious future (3:20-21) but there are many enemies who seek t

turn us aside from the gospel of Christ. As we stahfast in the

Lord, he will help us and strengthen us.
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22 SEPTEMBER Philip pians 3:17-21

Our citizenshipisin heaven

Philippi was a Roman colony (Acts 16:12), and iegople prided
themselves in their Roman citizenship with allptévileges. Paul
reminded the Philippian Christians that they hadae glorious
citizenship:Our citizenship is in heavgR0). Our names are written in
heaven (Luke 10:20; Hebrews 12:23) and God is our heavenly Father
who loves us and cares for us (Matthew 6:25-33).aveepart of a
wonderful family which is in heaven and on earth (Ephesians 3:15). We
have Christian loved-ones and friends who are now in heaven and one
day we will join them.

As citizens of heaven, we must not set our mindgeanhly things

(19). Any Christian who truly loves the Lord Jesus will not follow the
vile practices that are common in the world. Thisralways the
danger, however, for us to become preoccupied with the things of this
life. We mustseek those things which are ab@g@lossians 3:1) and
remember that we asgrangers and pilgrims on the earth, desiring a
heavenly countryHebrews 11:13-16).

Are you eagerly waiting for the return of Christ from heaven (20p
What a wonderful day that will be! He will transform our poor, weak,
decaying bodies, raising them to immortality (2f; & Corinthians
15:51-53; 1 John 3:2). He is almighty in his polwgmwhich he is able
to subdue all things to himselhd he will transform our bodies by that
same power. Do you groan within yourself (Romans 8:23) on account
of physical weakness, disability, or constant pama discomfort?
When our blessed Saviour returtisere shall be no more death, nor
sorrow, nor crying; and there shall be no more p@Revelation 21:4).
Let usrejoice in the Lord(3:1) andstand fasin him (4:1) forour
citizenship is in heaven.

We are travelling home to God

In the way the fathers trod;

They are happy now, and we,

Soon their happiness shall see. (John Cennick)
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7 SEPTEMBER Philippia ns 1:19-26

For to me, to liveis Christ

True Christian fellowship involves praying for omaother. Paul
prayed for the Philippians and they prayed for him (4-5,19). He was
confident that their prayers and the supply of the Holy Spirit would turn
out for his deliverance. He expected to be released from prisomdut t
was not certain (26-27; 2:24). Whatever the outcdiaail wanted
Christ to be magnified in his bodyhether by life or by deai20). He
could write,For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is g&#1).

It is far easier to sajk-or to me, to live is Christ’than to actually live

for him. What does it mean to live for Christ?

* ltisto love the Lord Jesus more than anyone or anything in all the
world. It is to esteem him as far more precious than any earthly honour
or status (3:7-8). Do you have, or do you desire to have, a deeper love
and devotion to Christ?

* It means that Christ is magnified in our lives (20). He is nfaaghi

in our bodies when we refuse to allow sin to reiigrus (Romans
6:12-13). He is magnified in us when we obey him.

. It is to have a Christlike spirit, being humbledashunning all
selfish ambition, having a practical concern for others (2:3-é)to

me, to live is Chrisineans that the old way of life (‘for to me, to live

is self’) must go. Do you really want to be more Christlike?

* Itis to be prepared to suffer for the Lord Jesus (1:29; 3:10).

* ltis to have a praising and prayerful heart (4:4-7).

* ltis to fill our minds with pure and wholesome thoughts (4:8).

* ltis to learn contentment in all kinds of circumstances (4:11-12).

We must live for Christ. This alone is the pathway of blessg, joy
and usefulness in our lives.

How blest is life if lived for thee
My loving Saviour and my Lord;
No pleasures that the world can give
Such perfect gladness can afford.
(Prust’'s Supplementary Hymn Book, 1869)



8 SEPTEMBER Philippians 1:19-26

For to me, to liveis Christ, to dieisgain

Paul was expecting to be released from prison (25—-26) but he knew that
if God chose to lead him the way of martyrdom (which eventually did
happen following a later imprisonment) Christ woblel magnified

(20). He knew that if God spared him, he could continue to strengthen
the Philippian church and others, but for himsk#aven was a far
better option (23—-24). It was for this reason that he was abldtey w

For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is g4Ril). Death snatches us
from those we love and brings the destruction of our body. How can it
be gain to die when death parts us from those we love?

» Paul had no fear of dying, knowing that beingeait from the
body, he would be present with Chnigtich is far bette{22—24). We

may fear the process of dying and the parting from our loved-ones, but
death should hold no terror for the Christian. Notice Paelsamty
concerning the glorious future of the Christian when he writes to the
Corinthian church!We are confident, yes well pleased rather to be
absent from the body and to be present with the L@dCorinthians

5:8). If we die before Jesus comes again, we do not immediatety
‘resurrection bodies’. They will be given to us at the return of tirel L
(3:20-21).

* In heaven, we will see our blessed Saviour (Revelation 22:4) and
we will be reunited with all our Christian friends who died befmse

We will worship God with all the believers from the pd&dessed are

the dead who die in the Lo(Revelation 14:13).

* In heaven, we will be made perfect. We will no longer be troubled
by temptation or sin. We will no longer be attacked by the devil or his
angels. The fiery trials will be a thing of the past. Sickness, g&in
death will be no more (cp. Revelation 21:4). We will know everlasting
joy and peace in our glorious eternal hofa. to me, to live is Christ,
and to die is gain ... to depart and be with Christ is far better.

Let us think about how the Christian gains when he i&s and be
encouraged to serve the Lord wholeheartedly while we live.
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21 SEPTEMBER Philippians 3:17-19

The enemies of the cross of Christ

False teaching comes from many directions. Paulvisached the
Philippians against the Judaizers who insisted that Gentile i@hsst
must also keep Jewish ritual and tradition in order to be savedg?2). H
now warns against the sensualists who were against keeping any rules.
These people atbe enemies of the cross of Ch(is8—19). They teach
that ‘anything goes’ and give themselves over to unrestrairsedn
order to fulfil their own selfish greed and immoral desires. The &postl
had a great love for the Philippians and as he writes, thdlteafsom

his eyes. He is weeping because tieesamies of the cross of Chrase
trying to turn the members of the first church esthigld in Europe
from the gospel of Christ.

We must always recognise that false teachers and thoséwelor
sensualism aréthe enemies of the cross of ChriBhey preach self-
indulgence, whereas the friends of the cross of Christ preaethesed
(Luke 9:23). Their god is their stomach, they set their mind on earthly
things and they are doomed to destruction (18-19). It is a solemn thing
to notice that the apostle says that theremmamywho lead this
self-indulgent way of life while claiming to be Christiafihe same

peril is still with us at the end of the twentieth century.

What were thesarthly thingson which they had set their mind (19)?
They are things such as immorality, indecency, filtesires,
covetousness, foul temper, malice, blasphemy dttdyflanguage
(Colossians 3:2,5,8). These things are not permitted for any Christian,
nor should we want to set our mind earthly thingsif we truly love

the Lord. These things are our deadly enemies! dpestle Peter
writes, ‘Beloved, | beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from
fleshly lusts which war against the so(’ Peter 2:11). We must never
look to lukewarm or worldly-minded professing Chiasis for an
example. They are not right with God! Paul urges the Riidips to
follow his example and that of other godly people (1¥your life a
pattern of heavenly-mindedness and godly living, aexample
worth following?
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20 SEPTEMBER Philippians 3:12-1 6

| presson

There is no perfection for us this side of heaven, but that doeseaot

that we should not aim to be perfect. If we do not aim at anything we
are bound to miss, but if we have an aim, we may get arlgteer to

the target. Paul is at pains to point this out in these veaxsgghat |

have already attained, or am now perfected; but | presgl@in The
Greek verb, ‘to press’ (12,14) is from the same word as that translated,
persecutind6). There was no complacency about the apostle’s attitude
to working out his salvation (2:12). He pressed on, he exerted himself
to lead a godly life and to grow in the knowledge of his Saviour.

Paul often used the Greek games to illustrate ttitude to the
Christian life (cp. 2:16; 1 Corinthians 9:24-27Tinothy 4:7-8).
Notice the single-minded and determined attitude of the apostle in his
running of the raceOne thing | do ... | press toward the goal for the
prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jequ®2-14). In the
Christian race, we also havepess on ... press toward the goal for the
prize.Those who are mature in Christ will always have this attitundke

will never pretend that they have already ‘arrived’ (15-16).

The successful athlete does not look behind hiheasuns. We too
mustpress on ... forgetting those things which are behind and reaching
forward to those things which are ahed@-13). We must not become
discouraged because of past failure or complacenubeaaf recent
successlet us think of the discipline and dedication of ay
successful athlete. Are we prepared to be as keen to dime our

lives for Christ so that we will increase in our knowledge of God?

Long as my life shall last,
Teach me thy way!
Where’er my lot be cast,
Teach me thy way!

Until the race is run,

Until the journey’s done,
Until the crown is won,
Teach me thy way! (B. Mansell Ramsey)
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9 SEPTEMBER Philippians 1:27-30

To you it has been granted ... also to suffer for his sake

The Philippians were residents of a Roman colonyqA&:12) and
they would have understood the privileges and resjtalities of
citizenship. Paul urged them to show by their conduct that they were
citizens of heaven (27). The Greek word émnduct(translated
conversatiorAV) means ‘life as a citizen’. Just as a Roman nglo
represented the city of Rome, so the Philippian Christianstarsteow

by their behaviour that they were citizens of heaavEhe same
principle applies to every Christian. How do you repres#rist in

your home, in the church or at your place of work?

We are not to be terrified by the enemies of thepgh When they
persecute us it is a proof of their ultimate desti@n, but of our
salvation (28). We must expect suffering in the Christitel Never
listen to those who teach that the Christian I§eeasy (see John
15:18-21)! Let us ponder verse Far to you it has been granted on
behalf of Christ, not only to believe in him, but also toesufir his
sake.God has granted suffering for Christ as a bledshhgw is
suffering a blessing from God? The Lord Jesus promised blessing and
glory to those who are persecuted (Matthew 5:10-12). Wheareve
reproached for the name of Christ we are blesbedSpirit of glory
and of Godrests upon us (1 Peter 4:12-14).

The Philippians had seen Paul suffering when he was yroetiten
and imprisoned in their city (Acts 16:19-24) and they werelasing
the same conflic(30). Are you prepared to accept suffering as a
blessing bestowed by God? If you are, it will makall the
difference in your life when trouble comes to you.

Believe not those who say

The upward path is smooth,

Lest thou shouldst stumble in the way

And faint before the truth. (Ann Bronté)
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10 SEPTEMBER Philip pians 2:1-4

Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit

The word ‘If’ appears four times in verselfithere is any consolation
(encouragement) in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of
the Spirit, if any affection and meraye must be united in mind and
purpose. We must love one another. Paul writesi®fdy being
completed, not by his release from prison, but by bheloved
Philippians being united (1-2). Two women, Euodia &yntyche
were quarrelling (4:2) and their dispute was threatening the unityg of t
church. Our conduct is onlyorthy of the gospel of Chrisis we live

in unity with our fellow-believers in our own local churche\Wwust
with one mind striveéogether for the faith of the gospélve are to see
the blessing of God on our work (1:27; cp. Ephesians 4:1-6).

Wrong motives in any work for Christ are a threat to Christian uhity.

is possible to work for Christ for the wrong reasdth:15-16)Let
nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of
mind let each esteem others better than hin{8¢lfSelfish ambition
and pride in Christians have torn apart many a church and dektroye
many a good Christian work. We may ‘pride’ ourselves on not being
selfish but do we esteem others better than ouwrsednd seek their
interests before our own? If our Christianity isygme (1), we will
have the attitude described in verses 3 afd #ave such an attitude

is one of the hardest things in all the world, but Christcalls us to
deny ourselves. We are able, with his help, to follow his example.

How sweet, how heavenly is the sight,
When those who love the Lord

In one another’s peace delight,

And so fulfil his word!

When free from envy, scorn and pride,
Our wishes all above,
Each can his brother’s failings hide
And show a brother’s love.
(Joseph Swain).
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19 SEPTEMBER Philippians 3:7-11

Thefellowship of hissufferings

We saw yesterday that Paul’'s supreme ambition was to know the Lord
Jesus better. He writes tife excellence of the knowledge of Christ
Jesus(8). He also wanted to be more like his precious Savidus T
involves knowingthe power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of
his sufferings, being conformed to his de@t0). The desire to know

the power of his resurrection is not a desire for power to feédhsel
ambition (cp. 2:3). It is the daily experience of his power in ouslive
to cleanse us from sin and to make us more holy so that we glawfy G

it is power to practise the graces of self-denial and humility.

Most of us would love to have more of God’s power in our lives, but
are we prepared to go the way of suffering? We have alreadyhsgen t
suffering comes to us as a favour from God (1:29). Thiesnoff is

more than that which is experienced by every human heiregher
Christian or not (eg. sickness, disappointmentnpagrief). It is
suffering because we belong to Christ — denying ourselves and taking
up our cross each day, (Luke 9:23). This means making choices that cut
across our own desires for the sake of Christ, nohgaktie easy or
most comfortable optioThe fellowship of his sufferingseans that
some will mock us and despise us because of otlr &md love for
Christ; it means enduring hatred and persecutiorihfe Lord Jesus
Christ (2 Timothy 3:12; 1 Peter 4:12-14).

If we want to know Christ better and be more like him we haveto b
conformed to his deatflO; cp. Romans 8:13). This means dying to
sinful desires and avoiding any path that we knal lead us into
temptation. Paul was not casting any doubt on whethevdutd be
raised in the day of Christ in verse 11. He knew that dying tbse{s

life in the risen Saviour and at the end, glory. Then, he, and those of us
who belong to Christ, will be free from sin and will see hitre you
willing to follow Christ on the pathway of suffering as well as of

joy? What do you know aboutthe fellowship of his sufferings?
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18 SEPTEMBER Philippians 3:7-11

The excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus

For Paul, the most precious and desirable treasuréhsasxcellence

of the knowledge of Christ Jesi@. What is this ‘surpassing worth of
knowing Christ Jesus’ (ESV)?

» Itis far more than knowing about Jesus; it is enjoying a personal
relationship with himthe knowledge of Christ Jesus my Ld{jl;

» ltis togain Christ(8). This means gaining the perfect, eternal,
merciful, gracious, glorious Son of God to be our Saviour,Lord

and our dearest Friend. This is a wonderful privilege!

* It means tde found in hin{9), not relying on our own goodness

to save us, but on his righteousness which God imputes to us (or ‘puts
to our account’). This means that we are no longer condemned for our
sins (Romans 8:1).

If we are genuine in our Christian faith, we wilant to know God
better. How can we obtain a more real and practical knowledgeaf

in our experience? William Hendriksen points theyw®ne gains
such experiential knowledge by wide-awake attendaatcpublic
worship and proper use of the sacraments (Heb. 10:25; cf. Matt. 18:20;
28:19; Luke 22:14-20; 1 Corinthians 11:17-24); by showing kindness
to all, practising the forgiving spirit, above all love; by learningpeo
thankful; by studying the Word of Christ both denotally and
exegetically so that it dwells in the heart; by singosglms, hymns
and spiritual songs to the glory of God, and continuing steadfastly in
prayer; and thus by redeeming the time as a witness of Chaisthten
(Col. 3:12-17; 4:2—-6)’COMMENTARY ON PHILIPPIANS,pages
167-168)A lazy, easy-going attitude to the things of God will never
bring us closer to Christ. A daily experience of féowship with
Christ will keep us from backsliding and will bring a contentment

and joy that this world cannot know.

O that my soul could love and praise him more,
His beauties trace, his majesty adore;
Live near his heart, upon his bosom lean;

Obey his voice, and all his will esteem. (William Gadsby)
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11 SEPTEMBER Philipp ians 2:5-11

Let thismind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus

Paul drives home his appeal for unity and humility with one of the most
wonderful and moving passages in the whole of the Bible (5-11). How
are we to deal with the sins of selfishness and pride in our lWes?
must take to heart the example of the Lord Jdseisthis mind be in
you which was also in Christ Jes{ty.

The Son of God is equal with the Father but he tihekform of a
servant(Greek ‘doulos’ = ‘slave’), and was obedient to Hegher’s

will, even to the point of submitting to torture and death on the cross
(6-8; cp. Matthew 26:36—44). The Lord Jesus washed the feet of his
disciples at the Last Supper, but they went on to argue about which one
of them waghe greates(Luke 22:24-27; John 13:1-5). What kind of
mind or attitude should we have? We should take a delight in serving
one another for the sake of our precious Saviour. The Lord Jesus said,
‘Whoever desires to be great among you, let him be your servant. And
whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your s{agthew
20:26-27).

Let us ponder this! The Lord Jesus completely denied himself to pay
the highest possible price to save us from our sin, from Satanoamd
eternal hell. He is nowighly exaltedin heavenly splendour and one
day we will gaze on him, admire him, adore him and worship him in
heaven. Do you love the Lord? Do you rejoice in awe and wonder at
the greatness of his love for yoD® you desire with all your heart

to please him? Then you must have his mind and attitude andeb
Christlike in your life. You must get along with your fellow Christians
and love them, however difficult some of them may be (and they will
answer to God for that).

May the mind of Christ my Saviour
Live in me from day to day,
By his love and power controlling
All' I do and say.
(Katie B. Wilkinson)
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12 SEPTEMBER Phil ippians 2:12-13

Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling

The Philippians highly regarded Paul and had alwaysyed his
instructions for living the Christian life. He urged them to contitaue
show this obedience in his absence and this meant taking to heart his
appeal for unity and humility and selfless giving to each other. When
he was with them, they were encouraged by his presence, but he was
concerned that they continued to work out the demands of the Christian
life in his absence. Perhaps Euodia and Syntycty (dould have
maintained their unity in the Lord, had he remained at Philippi?

We love godly Christian leaders, but it is possible to lean an the
much. The Philippians had to learn to work out tlo@n salvationn

the apostle’s absence. We cannot save ourselves becausemsadvat
the gift of God (Ephesians 2:8-10) We must howeverkveoit our
salvation by showing the fruit of the Holy Spirit in our livégork out
your own salvation with fear and tremblif#2). This salvation must
be worked ouwith fear and tremblingthat is with awe and reverence).
This fear and trembling does not lead to despair or the loss ati@hri
joy. The fact that God is working in each Christian enables us o wor
out our salvation.

We have already seen that it is God who has begun the good work of
salvation in us and who will complete it (1:6). Pa@minded the
Philippians that God was working in theyth to will and to do for
his good pleasur€l3). We do not struggle alone in trying to work out
salvation in our lives. The almighty God works iweey believer
making us willing and able to please hifthe Christian life is not
easy, but it is the best life, it is eternal life.flyou are struggling,
remember your privileges in Christ. As you seek to please him,
denying yourself, you will discover that he is working in you. You will
find that you are making progress in the ChristiBmand you will
enjoy the smile of God upon you. Are you workiogt your own
salvation with fear and trembling?
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17 SEPTEMBER Philippians 3:1-9

What things were gain to me, these | have counted lossfor Christ

If anyone could have confidence in the flesh, it was Paul. He more than
fulfilled the requirements of the Judaizers. He wasumcised
according to the law of Moses and was of excellent Jewish dteck.
had been a Pharisee and could not be faulted for his zeal imgeleei

law. This zeal for the law had driven him to persecute the chdrd).(
What was Paul’s attitude to these things n®u? what things were
gain to me, these | have counted loss for Clgrist

Paul was aware that his former trust in his Jewish pedigreéraining

to obtain salvation had been a great hindrance to his trusting in Christ.
We must never think that we are right before God becaesenjoy
certain privileges or do certain things. Here are some modern eeampl
of misplaced trust:

* ‘l'was born in a Christian country.” Where we are born does not
make us a Christian.
e ‘I was brought up in a Christian home.’ This is a great privilege

but it cannot save you. You must have a personaémence of the
work of the Lord Jesus Christ in your life.

* ‘I go to church.” Judas Iscariot and many otheckeid people
attended places of worship

* ‘I have been baptized.” Baptism cannot save yawdre of
placing your trust in it.

» 'l always try to do good.’ This is highly commendable but it can
be a great hindrance to you and keep you from seeing your great need
of Christ to save you from your sins.

* ‘I never do anyone any harm.” We are all sinners against God and
we will be judged for our sin.

If you are not a Christian, the things that you may imaginegaith

you favour with God, you must count loss for Christ. You must not trust
in them but count them as rubbish if you are to gain Christ (8).i§ his
not a criticism of good and wholesome practices,dfurusting in
them to save usThere is a world of difference between being
religious and being a Christian!
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16 SEPTEMBER Philippians 3:1-7

We are the circumcision, who ... have no confidence in the flesh

Paul was about to close his letter, writigyally, my brethren, rejoice

in the Lord(1), when he felt the need to warn them againkstefa
teachers, particularly Judaizers (2—11) and sensualists|iveabfor

their own lusts and whset their mind on earthly thind47-19). The
church has always been under threat from false teaching and tHe apost
emphasises the need for vigilance with a three®évare’. He was

not polite about those people who perverted the gospel of Christ. He
wrote, ‘Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, bewarehesf
mutilation! (2). We must never compromise with false teaching nor
welcome false teachers among us. Christian leaders must buidiup a
encourage the church with good and solid teaching from God’s Word.
They also have a solemn duty to warn against false teacherslaad to
intolerant of them (cp. Matthew 7:15-20; Acts 20:27-31; 1 Tim. 1:3).

The Judaizers gloried in the mutilation of the flesh. They insistad t
Gentile Christians had to l@rcumcised according to the custom of
Mosesin order to be saved (Acts 15:1). The circumcision required by
God however is a spiritual work wrought by the Holy Spirit in thethea
(3; cp. Romans 2:29; Colossians 2:11). Those whowkbhis
‘circumcision’ in their heartvorship God in the Spirlheing motivated
and directed by him who has worked within them (cp. John 4:23-24).
Theyrejoice in Christ Jesusind not in religious rites such as
circumcision, and thefzave no confidence in the fle€3). We must
rely entirely on the Lord Jesus and his work of dying on theross
and rising from the dead for our salvation.If we place any
confidence in our own works or ritual for salvation we are heading for
disaster.

My hope is built on nothing less

Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;

| dare not trust the sweetest frame,

But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.

On Christ the solid Rock, | stand;

All other ground is sinking sand.

(Edward Mote)
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13 SEPTEMBER Philippi ans 2:12-18

Do all things without complaining and disputing

One of the ways in which we work out aawn salvation with fear and
tremblingis todo all things without complaining and disputiftg).

God has called us to shine as lights in the wotkt cp. Matthew
5:14-16; Ephesians 5:8; 1 Thessalonians 5:5). We are the children of
God and we must have a good testimony that the world cannot fault. If
we moan and complain when asked to do something that we do not like
doing, what kind of impression do we give to those who do not know
Christ? They will not be attracted to him and who could blame them f
rejecting an inconsistent witness?

If we are not cheerful about obeying God’s will, we will not shine as
lights in the world. Many people around us are digented and
unhappy. They are always complaining because their lives without God
are empty. We must show them by our cheerful disposition thatewe ar
different. They will then be more prepared to listen to us asolfast

(or hold up)the word of life(16). It is a privilege to shine as lights in
this dark, sinful world, to glorify God by leading godly lives.

Paul looked forward tthe day of Christvhen he would be able to
rejoice over the Philippian Christians that his labour among theim ha
not been in vain. The prospect of martyrdom did not daunt him. If his
life was poured out as a drink offering (cp. Numbers 28:7) to add to the
sacrifice and service of the Philippians (cp. 1:29), he would be gthd a
rejoice with them and he encouraged them to rejoice with him (16-18).
What kind of person are you? Do you grumble and complain, or

are you cheerful as you go about your daily work?

Teach me to live! no idler let me be
But in thy service hand and heart employ,
Prepared to do thy bidding cheerfully,
Be this my highest, this my holiest joy.
(Ellen E. Burman)
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14 SEPTEMBER Philippians 2:19-24

But you know his proven character

In the last section of this chapter, Paul writes of three plannitsl tas

the Philippians — by Timothy (19-23), by himsel#)2 and by
Epaphroditus (25-30). They were all excellent examples of men who
fulfilled verses 3 and 4. Today we turn our attention to Timothy.

Paul promised that as soon as he heard the verdict from his &ppeal
Caesar (and he was expecting to be released), he would send Timothy
to them before coming himself (23—24). He wanted Timothy to care for
them and to encourage him by reporting back to him with news of them
(19-20).

Paul had a band of faithful workers such as Luke, Aristarchus argl Tit
who were probably away at that time serving on various missions. He
was probably referring to false teachers when he wiete,all seek

their own, not the things which are of Christ Jeq29’). He may also
have had in mind Christians who were motivated by self-interest. We
were reminded in the notes on verse 3 that sedfisbition blights
Christian service. Timothy was a different, however! Paul hathfies

him while on his second missionary journey at Lystra (Acts 16:1-3).
Even as a young man, Timothy had been highly reggtuy the
Christians in his region. From then on he became one of Paul's most
highly valued friends and fellow workers. His retatship to the
apostle was like that of a son to his father. Paul could wrhegf But

you know his proven charactéz?).

Proven characteis a vital asset in the service of God. As a child
Timothy’s thinking had been moulded by Scripture. He owed much to
the godly training of his mother and grandmothef@othy 1:5;
3:15). Like Paul, he lived for Christ. The apostle could commend him
because of hiproven characterGodly character does not come
without pain (see Romans 5:3-4). The Lord uses trialesao§ and
hardship to build charactefhe godly man or woman who can
always be relied upon and who haproven character is a priceless
asset to any church. What are you like?
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15 SEPTEMBER Philippians 2:25-30

My brother, fellow worker, and fellow soldier

Epaphroditus belonged to the Philippian church and they had sent him
to carry their gift to Paul (4:18). His name which was common in those
days, means, ‘devoted to Aphrodite’ (the Greek goddess of love). He
was now a Christian and he had a new love, a newttm. It is
obvious that he loved his precious Saviour and featlelighted in
serving him. Epaphroditus took back to his church thereit Paul
which we are now reading. While away from Philippi, he had been very
ill and close to death. The news of his illness had reachezhbish
causing some anxiety (26—27). He had risked his life ttbog®éome

with their gift for the apostle. He had done ttas the work of Christ

and Paul urged them to receive himthe Lord with all gladness
(29-30). He urged the Philippians to hold godlydegs such as
Timothy and Epaphroditus in esteem (29). Do yondw God’s
servants?

Paul described Epaphroditus‘exy brother, fellow worker, and fellow
soldier’ (25).

* They were united in the Christian faitmy brothe). Paul was
most grateful to Epaphroditus who had ministered to his needat gre
personal risk. We are children of God and this is shown in our concern
for one another.

*  They were united in the work of the gosprellow workej. Paul

and Epaphroditus had put the needhaf work of Chrisbefore any
personal consideration.

* They were united in the battle against the powers of darkness and
false teachingféllow soldie).

All Christians have needs. Epaphroditus and the Philippians saw Paul’s
need and ministered to it (25). Do you seek to make yourself aware of
the needs of others (without being a busybody)? What are you doing to
minister to their needs? Such ministry may be very costly, bubft is
great value in the churchVhat kind of brother (or sister), fellow
worker, or fellow soldier are you?
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