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Ezekiel chapters 40 to 48

The last nine chapters of Ezekiel contain a detadescription of the
prophet’s vision of the new temple. Great attenti®paid to the
measurements of the temple and we have omitted #042:20;

43:13-27 and 47:13 to 48:29 from our readings. Yéeagain faced
with problems in interpreting these chapters. MaitiHenry writes,
‘Many commentators, both ancient and modern, haweed

themselves at a loss what to make of it, and whatta make of it ...
and when we despair of satisfaction in every diffic we meet with,
bless God that our salvation does not depend upduti that things
necessary are plain enough.’

Some Christians believe that this temple has ydidduilt in
Jerusalem at the second coming of Christ with estgail being
literally fulfilled. This view is misguided because

* These chapters speak of the Levitical priesthautl & animal
sacrifices in the temple. This could not happethatreturn of Christ
because his priesthood has superseded the Leyitieathood and his
sacrifice has put an end to animal sacrifices ¥@r éeg. Hebrews 7:1
to 8:13, especially 7:26-27).

e The church is the new Israel and she includes Beths and
Gentiles (Matthew 21:43; Ephesians 2:11-18; 1 F28:¢10).

* The apostle John uses the language of these chaptdescribe
the church (40:2; cp. Revelation 21:9 to 22:5).

These considerations must govern our understandirige last
chapters of Ezekiel.

E.J. Young describes these chapters of Ezekiellas Vision of the
Church of God upon earth symbolized by the desmipbf the

Temple’ (NTRODUCTION TO THE OLD TESTAMENT, Tyndale Press
1956, page 241).



31 AUGUST Ezekiel 40:1-4

Fix your mind on everything | show you

Ezekiel was in his twenty-fifth year of captivitp{2 BC) when the
Lord transported him in a vision to the land ofldrand set him on a
very high mountain. By this time Judah was in therfeenth year of
exile in Babylon. He looked south and saw the aftyerusalem (1-2).
The Lord took the prophet to the city where he w&s$ by a man (an
angel? — cp. Revelation 21:9, 15-17) who guidedthmough the new
temple.

The man said to Ezekiél,ook with your eyes and hear with your ears,
and fix your mind on everything | show y@d). He was to pay close
attention to the things that he saw and heardatdcould give hope
and encouragement to his fellow-captives. Theylbsidtheir beloved
land, city and temple, but God had not finishechwitem. He would
bring them back to Israel and the temple would dtsuilt and the
worship of God restored. We must bear in mind, havethat the
vision points beyond the return of the captivesfexile to Jerusalem.
It speaks of the new Jerusalem, the church, destiilb Revelation
21:9to 22:5.

‘Fix your mind on everything | show yoWVe must also take care to
give ourselves wholeheartedly to hearing the priegabf God’s Word.
We must not ‘switch off’ and let our thoughts wanaéen God’s
Word is preached, but pay close attention if wet@aggofit from it. We
will also obtain greater blessing from our readaighe Bible if we
take our time and read it thoughtfully. We loseraach when we rush
our devotions. We need to know God’'s Word and taltde to apply it
to our own livesLet us fix our minds on Scripture and meditate
upon it and we too will be able to encourage others

Take time to be holy, the world rushes on;
Spend much time in secret with Jesus alone.
(W. D. Longstaff)



1 SEPTEMBER Ezekiel 43:1-12

That they may be ashamed of their iniquities

Ezekiel was reminded of the vision that he hadiveckalmost twenty

years earlier in 592 BC. He had then seen the gibGod depart from

the temple and from Jerusalem in an easterly dne¢8—4; cp. 8:1-3;

10:18; 11:23):When | came to destroy the ci{8) is better translated,
‘When he(the Lord)came to destroy the citgsin the ESV. In this

vision, Ezekiel saw the glory of God returning tibthe new temple.

He had withdrawn his holy presence because of thkeedness of the
people. His message to the captives was that they tarn from their

sin if they were to enjoy his presence among th@m)

The prophet was to describe his vision of the rawple to the house
of Israel,'that they may be ashamed of their iniquitid®9-11). When
the Holy Spirit brings a man or woman to repentatioere is a sense
of shame, unworthiness and sorrow on account offsiere are many
who profess conversion to Christ who know littlegofdly sorrow and
shame because of their sin. Their ‘Christianitgks real love and
devotion to the Lord Jesus. The wicked woman whptwethe feet of
Jesus was greatly ashamed of her sin. She was afvidre great love
of the Lord in receiving her and in forgiving h&m and she loved him
much (Luke 7:37-38, 47-48)lave you ever felt ashamed because
of your sin?

Before thee, God, who knowest all,

With grief and shame | prostrate fall.

| see my sins against thee, Lord,

The sins of thought, of deed and word.

They press me sore; | cry to thee:
O God, be merciful to me!

O Jesus, let thy precious blood

Be to my soul a cleansing flood,

Turn not, O Lord, thy guest away,

But grant that justified | may

Go to my house at peace with thee:

O God, be merciful to me! (Magnus B. Landstad)



2 SEPTEMBER Ezekiel 44:1-31

They shall teach my people to discern

The vision given to Ezekiel (40:2) continud@se glory of the @QRD
came into the temple through the gate which facedtds the east
(43:4). Now the gate is shut showing that the Lwiltinot depart again
from the temple because of Israel’s sin. The redwif the chapter
concerns those who were to serve God in the terigdeship in the
first temple had degenerated to such an extentftinaigners were
used for work in the sanctuary (6—9). The Lord bksdirly laid down
that the service in the sanctuary was to be rdsttito the Levites
(Numbers chapters 3 and 4). They were strictlyiflatbn to uséthe
outsider’in such work (Numbers 3:10).

The Levites had a sacred duty to act as doorkeepeasding access
to the temple. They also killed the animals browghsacrifices to God
and they served the worshippers (11). In the paey had been
unfaithful to God and to their calling, allowingettemple of God to be
defiled by idol worship (12). Such people would het allowed to

serve in this temple (13). Only the descendantdaafok would be

allowed as priests in the temple seen by Ezekig).(Zadok had

supported Solomon from the beginning of his reigrew Adonijah

rebelled (1 Kings 1:8). His descendants served @loen the Jews
returned from their exile in Babylon (2 Chronickk10).

The priests were to teach the pedplédiscern ... between the unclean
and the clear{23). This a timely warning for us here. The ‘vabfas
entered into much of the worship of the church sexcted things have
become soiled with the profane. Derek Thomas olesefWorship ...
must be strictly controlled by the requirement lcp God at the head
of all. There was no such thing as “informal wopshn Israel’ (GOD
STRENGTHENS page 284). When worship services become like an
entertainment event, rather than the reverent #darand praise of
the living and eternal God, something has to bengitMay God give
each one of us discernment, that we may distinguigietween truth
and error, that we may recognise what is sacred ahwhat is
profane, what is acceptable to God and what is not.
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3 SEPTEMBER Ezekiel 45:1-25
A holy portion

Chapter 44, verse 3 of Ezekiel mentionée prince’and he is also
spoken of in chapters 45 and 46. The identitjtied prince’ puzzles
Bible commentators. Matthew Henry suggests in biesion chapter
44, verse 3 that he may be the High Priest. Otheeshim as the
promised Messiah, but this can hardly be rightsTrince prepares a
sin offering for himself and the people of the 1488) but Christ is the
sinless Son of God. The prince also has childrén1@). Derek
Thomas writes, ‘A Messianic interpretation seemstle face of it,
untenable. It seems that the ‘prince’ was meanbtwey in the minds
of Ezekiel’s listeners the idea of a future leagtao would lead them
in worshipping God. Unlike past leaders who hadtedpeople astray
... the future ‘leader’ would be trustworthy angtdb No one person is
meant by this depiction of a future king. He isid@al figure’ GOD
STRENGTHENS page, 287).

The Lord said that when the land was divided betwtbe peoplea

holy portion must be set aside for the temple and for thetesyiL-5).
The remainder of the chapter deals with crown pitgi€é—8), laws for
a just society (9—10) and offerings and feastsZ5)—

The people were never to forget that God had gikkem the land and
that they had an obligation to set asalboly portion’for him (1). This
principle must also be behind our giving to the kvor God. The Bible
says,Honour the LORDwith your possessions, and with the first-fruits
of all your increase(Proverbs 3:9). The Old Testament saints tithed
their income (gave a tenth, cp. Genesis 28:22)adlsas making other
offerings to God. We know more than they knew of tharvel of
God's grace in giving his Son to die on the crassave us from sin.
Dare we give less if we truly love the Lord who hadone so much
for us? God loves a cheerful givé2 Corinthians 9:7) but it is possible
for us to rob him in tithes and offerings (Mala&t).

Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all! (Isaac Watts)



4 SEPTEMBER Ezekiel 46:1-24
He shall worship at the threshold of the gate

We are now given details of Sabbath, New Moon aity @fferings,
the privileges and responsibilities of the prinéeX5), inheritance
laws for the prince (16—18) and finally, a descoiptof kitchens used
to prepare the offerings in the new temple (19-24).

The prince was to be a worshipper of God. The lsaid, He shall
worship at the threshold of the gaf®). Matthew Henry comments,
‘Even princes themselves, when they draw near t, Gmst worship
with reverence and godly fear; owning that evely @ér@ unworthy to
approach to him.” The prince had his own inheri@ifand and
property) which was to be kept within his familyoperty bequeathed
to servants was to be returned to the royal familyne year of liberty
(probably the fiftieth year, the year of Jubile@viticus 25:13-15).
The prince was also to be just in ruling the peoHie was forbidden
to seize the land or property of his people (16-wi8ked Ahab had
been guilty of such a sin, 2 Kings chapter 21).

The detailed regulations relating to worship show yst how
important it is that attention is paid to the way in which we
approach God.Derek Thomas writes, ‘We have been given a glimpse
of a future temple and its workings. It is not mgarbe anything more
than a picture .... given in terms which Ezekiefsnpanions would
appreciate. Everything serves one end: the worehigod in an
orderly, reverent fashiolcOD STRENGTHENSpage, 289.

We tend to be far too casual in our attitude toshge and hardly
prepare ourselves before going to services. Do eveoghe Lord’s

house expecting to meet with him and for him toakp@ us through
his Word? Do we pray that the Lord will be amongand that he will
be glorified in our services? Worship becomesfsivei do not conduct
ourselves properly in the house of God (cp. 1 Thmd:15).Let us

have grace, by which we may serve God acceptabiyr@ierence and
godly fear. For our God is a consuming f{tdebrews 12:28-29).



5 SEPTEMBER Ezekiel 47:1-12
Because their water flows from the sanctuary

In his vision Ezekiel saw a river flowing eastwafdsm under the
threshold of the temple (1). His guide took himredahe bank,

following the river, and then into its waters. Thether he went the
deeper the river became and soon after it becaonéeep and wide to
cross (2-5). This was no ordinary river! Wherevewxent, it brought

abundant life and healing (7-9). The significantée abundance of
fish would not have been lost on Jewish minds. Asly in the River

Jordan would perish if they were carried into tx¢remely salty

waters of the Dead Sea. The river seen by Ezelaaldvheal even the
water of the sea (but not the swamps and marsbeg 1l

The importance of rivers is seen throughout thdeBibeginning with
the river in Eden (Genesis 2:10-14; cp. Psalm 480&]| 3:18;
Zechariah 14:8). In the last chapter of Scriptutes apostle John had
a vision of‘a pure river of water of life, clear as crystaltgeeeding
from the throne of God and of the LaniBevelation 22:1-2).

Ezekiel’s vision speaks of the blessing of God'spgte under the new
covenant. God saidThey will bear fruit every month, because their
water flows from the sanctuatff’2). The trees by the river are a picture
of the godly person who bears the precious fruithef Holy Spirit
(Psalm 1:1-3; Galatians 5:22—-23). The Lord Jeaids $f anyone
thirsts, let him come to me and drink. He who lvekein me ... out of
his heart will flow rivers of living water. But thhe spoke concerning
the Spirit, whom those believing in him would reegjJohn 7:37-39).

God has given us his Holy Spirit so that our lisksuld bring blessing
to others. We should bring healing and life whéese is pollution and
death.Do our hearts overflow with blessing to those arouhus?

O fill me with thy fulness, Lord,
Until my very heart o’erflow
In kindling thought and glowing word,
Thy love to tell, thy praise to show!
(Frances Ridley Havergal)



6 SEPTEMBER Ezekiel 48:30-35
The LORD is there

The borders of the land and the division of it amtre tribes of Israel
are described in Ezekiel 47:13 to 48:29. The lasterses of the book
describe the gates of the new Jerusalem whichiaea the naméeThe
LORDis there’(35). This is full of significance because theair®e of
God is a sign of judgement (1 Samuel 4:21; Hos&5;®:12). God is
omnipresent (everywhere) but sin creates suchat gegrier between
man and God that his presence cannot be knownayesh Israel had
previously enjoyed his presence, but the nationdnéigtd into wicked
ways and was unfaithful to him. In his visions Eetkad seen God
withdraw his presence and the warning of the destnu of Jerusalem
and the temple. God now gives a message of hoghdaraptives.

The church ighe Jerusalem abovg&alatians 4:26) and these verses
also look beyond the return of the exiles to Jelersato Christ’s
returns for his church. John’s vision of the nevwdalem is similar in
language to that of Ezekiel (cp. Revelation 21:9-B&hold, the
tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwelihvthem, and they
shall be his people, and God himself will be witirh and be their God
(Revelation 21:3). In that ddlgere shall be no more death, nor sorrow,
nor crying, and there shall be no more pain, foe tbrmer things are
passed away ... and there shall be no more cursleey shall see his
face(Revelation 21:3-5; 22:3-4).

We should always remember that the Lord Jesuseisept in the local
church when we meet in his name (Matthew 18:20)ekVer you find
a Christianthe LORD is there He indwells us by the Holy Spirit and
he is with us (John 14:23;1 Corinthians 6:19-2Mndes 13:5). There
are times when God seems far from us, maybe thrpegblexing
trials, but we are never alone in this sad anditted world. How
wonderful! If we entertain sin and backslide, Gad mot allow us the
comfort of his presence until we repent. The Loeduk will then
graciously hear us and come to us (Revelation 3’2 LORD is
there; let us rejoice in him!

10



THE PASTORAL EPISTLES

Paul’s letters to Timothy and Titus are known &g Pastoral Epistles’.
Paul was released from imprisonment in Rome asale &nticipated
(Acts 28:30; Philippians 1:25; 2:24; Philemon 2Bg was not in
prison when he wrote his first letter to Timothydahe letter to Titus.
After his release from prison, Paul was able tdiooe his missionary
work for a year or two before being rearrested.lidit Hendriksen
suggests that after this release:

1. Paul journeyed to Asia, leaving Titus in Cretgud 1:5).

2. He went to Ephesus and on to Colosse as plaiiei@ifion 22).
He then returned to Ephesus where he was joinddhbythy who had
been at Philippi (Philippians 2:19-23).

3. Paul left Timothy at Ephesus, while he went talippi as
previously planned (Philippians 2:24). From Philjgye wrote his first
letter to Timothy and to Titus (approximately AD)6Ble was hoping
to return to Ephesus from Macedonia (1 Timothy 315).

4. He went from Philippi to Nicapolis to spend thater and was
joined there by Titus (Titus 3:12).

5. Paul may have gone to Spain (Romans 15:24). ldbgily

revisited Asia (cp. 2 Timothy 4:13) before he wgaia imprisoned. He
wrote his second letter to Timothy from prison, ghyobefore his

execution (2 Timothy 1:8; 2:9; 4:6-8).
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1 TIMOTHY

Timothy was probably converted during Paul’s fiwit to Lystra
(Acts 14:6-7, 21) and is described as'ige son in the faith(1:2). He
joined the apostle on his second missionary joufAeys 16:1-3) and
became a very close and trusted friend (Philippiari®-23; 1
Thessalonians 3:2). Timothy was a reserved anddtiman (1
Corinthians 16:10; 2 Timothy 1:6—7); it appetirat he did not enjoy
good health (5:23).

Timothy was overseeing the church at Ephesus wheedeived this
first letter from Paul (1:3). Some in the churchrevéeaching false
doctrine (1:3—4; cp. Acts 20:29-31) and Paul eraged him to deal
with this problem and gave him directions for ordgrthe life of the
church. He impressed upon Timothy the need forgoeisdiscipline
and godliness (3:12-16; 6:6—14).

Key Word: ‘Godliness’ (2:2; 3:16; 4.7,8; 6:3,5,11).
Outline of 1 Timothy

1. Opening greetings — 1:1-2

2. Paul's charge to Timothy - 1:3-20
3. Exhortation to prayer - 2:1-8

4. Women in the church - 2:9-15
5. Qualifications of elders and deacons - 3:1-16
6. Warning against false teachers — 4:1-5
7. A good minister of Jesus Christ - 4:6-16
8. Pastoring various groups within the church — 5:6:B
9. Further warnings - 6:3-10
10. Personal exhortation to Timothy - 6:11-21

For further reading | recommend the Commentary liliam Hendriksen on
1 & 2 Timothy and Titus published by Banner of TruGeoffrey B. Wilson,
The Pastoral Epistles (Banner of Truth) and Wakkéersbe’s commentary,
‘Be Faithful’ published by David C. Cook.
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7 SEPTEMBER 1 Timothy 1:1-7

Remain in Ephesus

Paul had warned the Ephesian elders‘#aatage wolvesivould come
into their church not sparing the flock (Acts 20.2Bhose fears were
realised, and six or seven years later when heewooTimothy, false
teaching had crept into the church. Paul addre$sadthy, his‘true
son in the faithnot only as his dear friend but also as an ap{Et2).
This was a token of apostolic support and encounagé for Timothy
in dealing with the problems in the church. Notibe title‘God our
Saviour’ (1; cp. 2:3; 4:10). The Lord Jesus is also descrias'our
Saviour’(2 Timothy 1:10; Titus 1:4;2:13;3:6). The Bible alty
teaches that Jesus is God! The Lord Jesus isaisdope’ (1). We
have no hope or confidence for the future apamfiiee Lord Jesus (cp.
Colossians 1:27).

Paul had left Timothy in Ephesus while he had ttedeo Macedonia
(see introduction to the Pastoral Epistles on gHgef these notes).
The apostle had then urged Timothy to remain ineSph to deal with
false teachers and now he again urges HRamain in Ephesus that
you may charge some that they teach no other ahectf8). Doctrine
(teaching) is very important. The apostles’ do&isspoken of in Acts
2:42. The Greek verb translatetiarge’ is a military term for an order
given by a superior officer (translatedmmand{(6:17; Acts 1:4; 4:18,
5:28) Timothy was not to run away from the problems facimg him,
but to remain and deal with those who were spreaduperror in the
church.

Are you in a difficult or discouraging situation?éAyou tempted to
give up your work in the church because there apptmbe little
progress or blessing? Persevere, many have dor@dseen
unexpected blessings. Take heart from 1 Corinthl&nS8. — Is God
saying to you;Remain? Are you having problems at your place of
work because of your Christian witness? Well, wdatyou expect as
a follower of Christ? Pray that the Lord will giyeu the strength and
courage to be faithful to him whatever the outcome.
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8 SEPTEMBER 1 Timothy 1:3-7

Love from a pure heart, from a good conscience

Churches are often troubled by unwholesome inflasmehich bring in
false teaching. Paul had urged Timothy to remaiBphesus in order
to charge certain individuals to teach only soundtdne. The false
teachers at Ephesus had forsaken the simplicitieofospel in their
desireto be teachers of the lav). They had become obsessed with
myths centred around Old Testament family treesvaec wasting
their time in vain speculation and argument. Ttle talk brought no
edification to the church (3-6). Never waste yameton any teaching
which cannot be established from Scripture. Sagaalways looking
for opportunities to turn you aside to follow err¥ou must learn to
recognise his wiles and craftiness.

We all need sound teaching which leadgadly edification which is
in faith (4). The purpose of theommandment(5; this word is taken
from the same root in the Greek veécbarge’ in verse 3) given by
Timothy to the church at Ephesus was love. Thisdeoiul love in our
lives comedrom a pure heart, from a good conscience, and from
sincere faith(5). This is the goal of gospel ministry — to dees
transformed through the mighty working of the H&8irit. William
Hendriksen describes this love ‘as a personal kielilgGod, a grateful
outgoing of the entire personality to him, a deeaming for the
prosperity of his redeemed, and an earnest desithé temporal and
spiritual welfare of his creature£@MMENTARY ON 1 & 2 TIMOTHY
AND TITUS, page 61). Is this kind of love seen in your life?

The Greek words translatesincere faith’(5) mean ‘faith without
hypocrisy’. This kind of faith honours God and lgnglory to his
name.Godliness of life is the fruit of wholesome Biblichteaching

which is taken to heart and applied in our lives.

How blest is life if lived for thee
My loving Saviour and my Lord;
No pleasures that the world can give

Such perfect gladness can afford.
(Prust’s Supplementary Hymn book 1869)
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9 SEPTEMBER 1 Timothy 1:3 -11

We know that the law is good if one uses it lawfull

Some of the individuals causing problems in therchwat Ephesus
wanted to b&eachers of the lawithe Old Testament and especially the
law of Moses) but they were out of their depth &wking in spiritual
understanding (7). The confusion of those who neisbsd’s law does
not mean that the law is bad. Paul stdfs,know that the law is good
if one uses it lawfully(8). The Lord Jesus condemned the scribes and
the Pharisees because they did not use the lavodfigvfully. They
had undermined God’s law by their man-made tragitiith all of its
petty rules which obscured the commandments of (Ged Matthew
15:1-9). There was confusion among some at Eptwsicerning the
use of the law just as there is in many 21st cgrnthiarches.

The law is good because it was given by almightg 8o the ungodly
and for sinnerg9). Geoffrey Wilson comments on verse 10, ‘the
perverted practice of sodomy always heralds théraeof civilisation
and is a certain mark of the wrath of God (Romat8,127)." —THE
PASTORAL EPISTLES page 26. How true this is of the western world
today! Those who lead wicked lives hate, despiseaoposéeésound
doctrine’ (9—10)? William Hendriksen comments thatpaofane’
person (9) ‘is one who does not refrain or hestateample on that
which is holy.” Esau is described apeofane person(Hebrews 12:16)
and the adjective is also used with reference lgefaleas to which
Paul refers in his letters to Timothy (4:7; 6:20(ithothy 2:16).

The glorious gospel of the blessed Gdudch had been committed to
Paul declares th#te law is good11). The law of God used rightly (8)
will strike at the conscience of sinners. Unlessiraad women are
shown that they are guilty sinners before God, thélynever repent
of their sin. True gospel preaching is always cmut and never rude,
but it must make unbelievers feel uncomfortableawse they are
sinners against God. It points them to a greatdBawho can do them
good through his death and resurrectdfhat wonderful news we
have! The blood of Jesus cleanses from all sin (blin 1:7) and
deals with guilt through justification (Romans 5:9)

15



10 SEPTEMBER 1 Timothy 1:12-17
The grace of our Lord was exceedingly abundant

We saw in yesterday’s Bible reading that the laws gi@en for sinners,
to show them their terrible plight without God. Tlaev cannot save
sinners, but the gospel points to the One who s&ead could never
get over the fact that though he had badrasphemer, a persecutor
and an insolent marGod had been merciful to him. The English word
‘hubris’ comes from the Greek word which is tratetHinsolent’; it
means ‘violently arrogant’. Religious persecutons aften arrogant
and totally unreasonable in their behaviour. Padl tnce delighted in
inflicting pain on Christians. He had sinned inagance because he
had been blind to the truth and to the greatnedsbaauty of Christ
(13). God had not only saved him from his sin, lwad entrusted him
with the gospel and had put himto the ministry’(‘service’) and he
was filled with thanksgiving (11-12).

Paul considered himself the chief of sinners, lavhites, The grace
of our Lord was exceedingly abundafit4—15). The super-abundant
grace of God is a glorious truth. Paul loved toapef it and he
describes his ministry as testifying ttee gospel of the grace of God
(Acts 20:24). Grace is undeserved favour bestowedioners who
deserve judgment and hell. The very thought ofghece of God
towards us should fill our hearts with joy and guate, and our mouths
with praise and thanksgiving.

Verse 15 has the first of the ‘faithful sayingsufal in the Pastoral
Epistles (see also 3:1; 4:8, 9; 2 Timothy 2:11-Tif)s 3:8).Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinrf@E. We need to get this vital
message to those who are lost. Many know that Jesue into the
world, but they never stop to ask why he came timoworld.

God has saved us from our sin and he has giveveukasting life (16).
Christian, feast your heart on the wonderful truths found in hese
verses and you will soon be praising God.ike Paul, you will
exclaim,‘Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, tco® who
alone is wise, be honour and glory for ever and.evmen’(17).
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11 SEPTEMBER 1 Timothy 1:12—-20
Wage the good warfare

Paul reminded Timothy of the charge that he hadmitted to him
(18; cp. verses 3 and 5). You will remember thaiMas to charge
certain individuals to teach only apostolic doctremd not to misuse
the law by involving themselves with things they diot understand
(3-8). He encourages hésn in the faith(2) to wage the good warfare
and reminds him of the prophecies that were utteoagerning him at
his ordination to the service of God (18; cp 4:14).

We are involved in a warfare against the powedaokness (Ephesians
6:11-12). Satan will attack us if we are faithfal®od. He attacks
through persecution, through discouragement, thmadmubts and
fears, and by opposition from false teachers wieohés agents. We
must not despair, however. The Lord is for us aedare more than
conquerors through him who loved (Romans 8:37). Let us seek
always to have that love in our lives which corfresn a pure heart,
from a good conscience, and from sincere fadgtithat we may be able
to wage the good warfare (18-19; cp. verse 5).

Some in Ephesus had strayed from the teaching d5®¢ord and had
rejected faith and a good conscience. Two of tHak®e teachers,
Hymenaeus and Alexander, had made shipwreck offtith (19; cp.
verse 5-6; 2 Timothy 2:17) and Paul Hddlivered’ them to Satan.
What does it mean to be delivered to Satan? It mwsremoval of the
protecting hand of God. This solemn action musiagk be with a
view to the restoration of the offender (20).Go@siSatan in his
purposes and the flesh may be destroyed by sickmedsath, though
the spirit is saved (1 Corinthians 5:5).

When a church member refuses to repent of theitisty must be put
out of the fellowship of the church and treateddseathen (Matthew
18:17).If church discipline is not maintained, it is not asign of love,
but of a callous disregard for the sinning personad for the health
of the church.
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12 SEPTEMBER 1 Timothy 2:1-7
There is one God and one Mediator between God amthm

We are to pray for all kinds of men, especiallysiaan authority, that
they will govern us wisely so that we will be alitelead quiet,
peaceable, godly and dignified lives (1-3). Weadse to pray for the
salvation of sinnersthat they will come to the knowledge of the truth’
(4). Four expressions are used to describe differgpects of prayer:

» Supplications. These are ‘petitions for the fulfilment of certain
definite needs which are keenly felt.” (Hendriksen)

» Prayers. -Every form of reverent address to God.

» Intercessions- Pleading with God on behalf of others.

*  Giving of thanks. -Showing gratitude to God with thanksgiving
for blessings and mercies received from the Lord fmn answered
prayer.

Many people believe that verses 4 and 6 put patidéadoctrine that
Christ died only for his elect (known as ‘particutedemption’ or
‘limited atonement’). That is not so! William Heriken writes, ‘Does
Titus 2:11 really teach that the saving grace ofl Gas appeared to
every member of the human race without exceptioh@d0rse not!
... Again, does Romans 5:18 really teach that ewsgynber of the
human race is justified? Does 1 Corinthians 15:@ally intend to tell
us that every member of the human race is made @liChrist? ... The
expression all men as here used means all menwtithistinction of
race, nationality, or social position, not all medividually, one by
one’ (COMMENTARY ON 1 & 2 TIMOTHY AND TITUS, pages 93 and 94).

A mediator is someone who stands between two opgqguxirties. Our
sin has alienated us from God. Christ took humashfland gave his
life a ransom to bridge the gulf between a holy Gad sinful men.
The notion that there are many mediators betweahdBdd ourselves
is false.There is one God and one mediator between God a&md time
man Christ Jesugb). Our salvation is based on the merit and tadtd
of Christ alone! We must not look to the merits gnalyers of Mary or
certain saints to help save ushe Lord Jesus Christ is the only
mediator between God and men (cp. Hebrews 7:25).
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13 SEPTEMBER 1 Timothy 2:5-8
Lifting up holy hands

Paul reminds Timothy that God had appointed hitvetapreacher and
an apostle — a teacher of the Gentiles in faith &ath (7). He now
instructs us concerning men and women in the chufdtese
instructions are ignored by many evangelicals.

The apostle has already made it clear that pragass be made for all
men (1) and he goes on to show that men are taleadongregation
in prayer in public worship (8). This needs to mephasised today
where increasingly in some evangelical churchesnamare found
leading the worship. They quote Galatians 3tR@r¢ is neither male
nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jestessupport their practice.
This verse has nothing to do with the role of wornmepublic worship.
Paul argues that there is no difference between dreavGreek
(Gentile), slave nor free, male nor female as fasalvation is
concerned. Ware all one in Christ Jesushatever our race, class and
gender. Others have argued that the wioren’ (8) embraces women
as in ‘mankind’. The Greek noun ‘andipos’ which is used to cover
both genders is not used in this verse, but thennacer’ which is
never used for the female gender (see also vejse 12

| desire therefore that the men pray everywhefendj up holy hands
(8). Lifting up hands in prayer is common in Scui@ (eg. Exodus
9:29; 17:11-12; 1 Kings 8:22; Nehemiah 8:6; PsaBnp Praying
hands must be holy handgcp. Psalm 24:3-4)! God will not hear our
prayers if we are entertaining sin in our livexyuf hearts are not right
with him (Psalm 66:18). We must not come to Gochwitath and
doubtingin our hearts. If we are angry with our Christtaother, the
Lord will not accept our prayers (8; cp. MattheW225:24). Our word
‘dialogue’ is derived from the Greek word transthtéoubting’. It is
translated ‘quarrelling’ in the English Standardsien anddisputing’
in Philippians 2:14 (NKJV). In verse 8, the wordates to sinful
guestioning going on in the minidet us be sure that our prayers are
not tainted with hypocrisy.
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14 SEPTEMBER 1 Tim othy 2:8-15
| do not permit a woman to teach or to have authgrover a man

A godly woman is more concerned with inner (spaijlbeauty than
with outward show (9-10; cp. 1 Peter 3:1-6). Publarship must
never be used as an opportunity to have a fashaoade! There is
much controversy concerning the role of women ia lifie and

ministry of the church but the Word of God is quetelicit. —1 do not

permit a woman to teach or to have authority oveman(11-12). The
apostle is not suggesting for a moment that womeimnéerior to men;

in relation to Christ, he stresses their equal@wplétians 3:28). What
he does state here is that there is a differenéeniction. The failure
to recognise this difference has led to much coofus the realm of
‘women’s ministry’. Some tell us that we must ‘mowéh the times’

but we must never move away from the teaching @Bible.

Every Christian mother has a vital teaching migistrher children (2
Timothy 1:5; 3:15) and in Sunday schools and ottl@tdren’s
meetings. Some women teach other women in the dh{iritus
2:3-5). The good works of women enhance the lifkwitness of the
local church (10; Acts 9:36—39%.aul recognised and respected
godly women workers and so must we (Romans 16:1-2.8).

Why must women be in submission to men in the dhard in the
home (Ephesians 5:22-24)?

* Man was created before woman (13). Eve was givéetAdam’s
helper, not his head (Genesis 2:20).

* Eve was deceived by Satan (14). Adam allowed lifis @ lead
him into sin when he should have led her by rejgctemptation.

Verse 15 does not teach that a woman is able diosivation from sin
through childbearing. Women are saved in the saaeas men, by
grace alone. The curse which was pronounced upenriluded pain
in childbearing but there was also blessikgg ... the mother of all
living — Genesis 3:20). The idea behind the weaded'in this verse
is that the Christian woman who glorifies God irettalling of

motherhood finds great fulfilment and blessing.
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15 SEPTEMBER 1 Timothy 3:1-7

The position of a bishop

The second of th#aithful sayings’ in the pastoral epistles concern
those who desiréhe position of a bishoplhe word‘bishop’(1-2)
means ‘an overseer’ (as translated in the Engliahdard Version).
There can be severddishops’in the same church (Philippians 1:1).
The New Testament is quite clear in its teachimg the'bishop’is the
same office as that of an elder who shepherdsqstnd oversees the
church (Acts 20:17,28; 1 Peter 5:1-2).

It is good for a man to desire the good work ofoaerseer in the
church. Motive is of great importance! Any man wikoseeking
personal standing or gain must be excluded (3gjis8 ambition has
no place in God’s service. The Lord had a wordJEremiah’s servant
Baruch, which we do well to heed.'Bo you seek great things for
yourself? Do not seek thereremiah 45:5). The pastors lead the
church as those who are servants of God and gidaple. The elder
is responsible to give an account to God for thetsal well-being of
the flock (Hebrews 13:17). This is an awesome nesibdity which is
not to be taken thoughtlessly or without prayer.

The Lord requires the highest standards in the live of those who
would shepherd his peopleA man who aspires to eldershpust be
blameless, the husband of one wifthis does not exclude those who
are single. Some apostles and leaders in the ehdsch (eg. Paul)
were single menElders must beéemperate(self-controlled)
sober-minded, of good behaviour, hospitable, ableach(2-5; Titus
1:6-9). He must bene who rules his own house wdlJ. He must not
be a recent convernpt a novice) andhe must have a good testimony
among the ungodly (6—7). The vices listed in vé&¥saust be absent
from his life. The vital importance of godlinessaliers is seen in the
word ‘must’ (2,7). Many men have been appointed as eldersamno
seriously lacking in the necessary qualificatioasthat office. This
has been disastrous and left churches weak andsmxhflLet us pray
that the Lord will be pleased to raise up godlydeza among us, who
will serve him and his people acceptably.
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16 SEPTEMBER 1 Timothy 3:8 —13
Those who have served well as deacons

The word translatettieacon’(‘diakonos’) means ‘a servant’ or ‘one
who serves at a table’ (cp. Acts 6:2); it is someds translated
‘minister’ (eg. Colossians 1:7). All Christians should be pped for
the work of ministry (Ephesians 4:12) but thera idistinct office of
deacon in the local church (Philippians 1:1). Deacare responsible
to ensure that works of mercy and compassion ademaken for
needy Christians in the church locally and furthi&eld (cp. Acts 6:2).
This is a spiritual work which requires spiritual men who have a
pure conscience and a proven godly character (9—16p. 1:5,19).
They must be reverent, and notdmible-tonguedsaying one thing to
one person and something entirely different to laeoiThey are not to
be given to much wine or be lovers of money. Thetbe doctrinally
sound. The wordmystery’(9) does not refer to something which is
‘mysterious’ in the usual sense of the word; itigruth which was once
hidden but is now revealed by God. Timgystery’is described in verse
16.

Deacons, like elders, must maintain a high standardf family life.
They would hardly be respected or efficient in ¢cherch if they were
incapable of ruling over their own household (12)me believe that
verse 11 refers to an office of ‘deaconess’ indherch (wives’ can
also be translated ‘women’). While it is true tgatlly women fulfilled
a recognised ministry of service in the church (Roml16:12), they are
not allowed to function as leaders over men indherch (2:11-12).
When the apostles sanctioned the appointment aietindho would
oversee the care of the needy widows in the Jexosahurch, they
made it quite clear that seven men should be chasdrset aside to
this ministry (Acts 6:2-3).

Whether verse 11 speaks of the wives of deacom®mwren helpers, it
is quite clear that they must be godly and faithviwimen who are
respected and loved in the church. Our work is $getie Lord. The
Lord is no man’s debtor and he rewatldsse who have served well as
deacong13).
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17 SEPTEMBER 1 Timothy 3:14-16
The mystery of godliness

Paul was hoping to visit Ephesus very soon but ghinbe delayed
(14-15). He wanted Timothy to ensure that the dhbed godly elders
and deacons. In verse 15, he describes the chsrch a

* ‘The house of God* The church is not a building designated for
worship or just a gathering of people with a comndarest; it is the
gathered body of believers among whom God dwells.

* ‘The church of the living God~= We do not worship dumb idols
but the living God (cp. 2 Corinthians 3:3; 1 Théssens 1:9).

* ‘The pillar and ground(or foundation)of the truth’(14-15). A
church which rejects the truths which are taughheBible is a false
church! The church must teach the truths found a’&Word and
defend them against the attacks of false teachdésse who teach
error are the agents déceiving spiritand they propagatioctrines of
demongcp. 4:1).

Most commentators believe that verse 16 is paanogarly Christian
hymn.Great is the mystery of godlineddendriksen translates it, ‘And
confessedly great is the mystery of our devotidhe Greek word for
‘great’ is ‘mega’. This revealed mystery is really greadtld all
important because it focuses on the Lord Jesus.

Great is the mystery of godline3$e living God, the Word took human
flesh (cp. John 1:14). He who created the world rmuiadle man, took
human nature! Notice the contrast betwélesh and Spirit — angels
and the Gentiles — the world and gloBhrist wagustified(vindicated)

in the Spirit.Angels gasped with wonder and amazement as he gave
himself to be humiliated, tortured and crucified wicked men (cp.

1 Peter 1:12). They saw him burst open the prismrsé of death and
received up into glory. He is preached among th®ns and many
believe (trust) in him.

We have wonderful good newisét us praise our glorious God and
make known the gospel to those around u&reat is the mystery of
godliness.
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18 SEPTEMBER 1 Timothy 4:1-5
Deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons

The Holy Spirit states quite clearly thatlatter times some will depart
from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spiritslaloctrines of demons
(). The church ighe pillar and ground of the trut{8:15). Satan works
tirelessly to infiltrate it with false teachers bese he wants to destroy
us. We must not tolerate false teaching becaus® erdemonic,
coming from deceiving spirits.

Slaves and animals were branded with the sealedf dwner. False
teachers have their consciersmared(branded) so that they cannot
tolerate truth (2); this indicates Satan’s owngrsMany errors have
entered some sections of the evangelical churchtleareé are others
(eg. Jehovah’s Witnesses) who cannot see the obvianing of
Scripture which theywist to their own destructiof2 Peter 3:16). The
deceiving spirits have done a thorough job but wistnmot despair.
The Holy Spirit is well able to release those whedeceived from the
grip of Satan and to bring them to believe in tiwht of the gospel.

Paul gives us some examples of the man-made mjassed by false
teachers on those who follow them (3). Some forbatriage and
others the eating of certain types of food (eg.tim¥aluntary celibacy
or vegetarianism by personal choice is fine buttmaser be imposed
on others. The enforced celibacy of clergy haseairimany of them
into sexual immorality. Some cults insist that theaherents abstain
from eating meatsod gives us richly all things to enj@.17) and this
includes marriage and meat! Let us receive our feitll thanksgiving
(3-5; grace before meals is important).

We must beware of those who impose unbiblical commds upon
us, such as those mentioned abovEhey often proclaim salvation by
works and deny the grace of God. They are servain&atan who
would bring us into bondage.
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19 SEPTEMBER 1 Timot hy 4:1-10

Exercise yourself rather to godliness

Many of the Greeks exercised to keep themselvesipdlfy fit and
spent hours in exercise. Those who were youngsiieatiambitions to
win some event at the original Olympic Games. Altteabody
requires wholesome food and exercise and so doealthy soul! How
can you be a strong and healthy Christian? — Yost mourish yourself
on the Word of God and on good doctrine (6).

False teachers, such as those at Ephesus, cldiatett be saved, you
had to follow their practices. Beware of such pebjybu must reject
error (ld wives’ fabley such as described in verseald exercise
yourself rather to godlineqs). Self-discipline is necessary if you are
to exercise yourself to godliness. This meansrsgtiime aside for
personal prayer, Bible reading and meditating ord'G&ord.
Discipline your thought life and feed your mind vigood Christian
books. Avoid things which are harmful to your santl put to death sin
in your life. Make no mistake about it, exercise to godliness &rd
work!

Another‘faithful saying’is thatbodily exercise profits a little, but
godliness is profitable for all things (8-9). There is some profit in
physical fitness but godliness brings far greatefip It brings the
promise of life. What is this spiritual life? —i& the enjoyment of
fellowship with God in Christ; it is the love of @@oured out in our
hearts by the Holy Spiritf is the peace of God which surpasses all
understandingJohn 14:23; 1 John 1:3; Romans 5:5; Philippiai$ 4
as well as glory to come in heaven!

Verse 10 does not teach universalism (that alllvalsaved). The Bible
overwhelmingly rejects such a notion. This vergady demonstrates
that the gospel is for all people whatever theierar standing, but only
those who believe (trust) in Christ enjoy the béseff salvationHave
you trusted in the Lord Jesus? Are you exercisinggurself to
godliness?l warmly commend the bookfTHE PRACTICE OF
GODLINESShy Jerry Bridges, published by NavPress.
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20 SEPTEMBER 1 Timothy 4:6-16
A good minister of Jesus Christ

The word‘'minister’ is translated from the Greek word ‘diakonos’
(‘servant’) but it is not restricted to the offioé deacon. In verse 6, it
refers to Timothy, an apostolic delegate and teaaitbe church. What
is expected of the man who serves the Lord asdetea teacher in the
church if he is to ba good minister of Jesus Chr{§)?

* He must proclaim the truth and warn against emarning
against false doctrine (6). Paul gave some exangdlesror earlier
(1-3).

* He must benourished in the words of faith and of the good
doctrinetaught by the apostles.

* He exercises himself in godliness and rejectsrstifieus fables
because there is no place for such notions in thie B7).

* He teaches the necessity of godly living and wilsbe seen in
his own life as he proves to @ example to the believers in word, in
conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in puriy—8,11-12).

* He will give attention to the public reading of rgture, to
exhortation and to teaching in the meetings otthech (13). William
Hendriksen comments, ‘If there is no pulpit-readiaghorting, and
teaching, divine worship is a misnomer’. Sound doetis essential in
promoting godlineSSGOMMENTARY ON 1 & 2 TIMOTHY AND TITUS,
page 159).

» He will not neglect the gift given to him by Gati( cp. 2 Timothy
1:6).

* Thegood ministemwill give himself entirely to the Lord’s work
and will take heed to his own spiritual life ancctime (16). It is very
easy to neglect one’s own soul while caring fordbels of others (cp.
Song of Solomon 1:6; 1 Corinthians 9:27).

Ministers have great responsibilities. Pray that tle Lord will keep
them faithful and true to their charge. Pray for your pastor, that he
will always be a good minister.
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21 SEPTEMBER 1 Timothy 5:1-7
Exhort him as a father, the younger men as brothers

Paul had urged Timothyl_et no one despise your youth, but be an
example ... give attention to ... exhortati4r12—13). He now shows
Timothy how he shoul@xhort people in the church. The word
translatedexhort’ (5:1) means to encourage or to admonish. As a
pastor and leader in the church, he had to carpdople from all age
groups. A minister’s relationship to the peopldha church is most
important. How was Timothy to behave towards otlethe church?
The apostle uses healthy, loving, and caring faneilgtionships as the
pattern.Love and respect is essential in pastoral work buPaul’s
words in verses 1 and 2 are a pattern for all of us

» Do not rebuke an older man, but exhort him as lagiaThe Greek
verb, ‘epipkss’ translated ‘rebuke’ carries the idea of strikengplow.
It is not used anywhere else in Scripture. Williktandriksen
translates it ‘rebuke harshly’. Older men can be/\&ubborn. They
are not prone to listen to admonition, especiaiyrf a younger man.
Deal with these men as you would deal with your dather. Love
them, be patient with them, show respect even wioenknow that
they are wrong!

* Exhort ... the younger men as brothddgal with young men as
you would deal with your young brother. In any hiealfamily, the
older brothers will protect their younger sibling$hey will show
patience and loving concern towards them.

» Exhort ... the older women as mothd&tsspect them as you would
respect your mother. Listen to them and be kintthéon.

» Exhort ... the younger women as sisters, with atltp. We must
be very careful in our relationship with the oppesiex and never take
advantage of those who are vulnerable. All the me&he church must
be pure and beyond reproach in their behaviour tdevgounger
women. We must treat them as we would treat our sigters.

How do you relate to others in the church? Do your®w love, care
and respect for them? Are your thoughts pure regarthg them?

27



22 SEPTEMBER 1 Timot hy 5:1-16
A reputation for good works

Most of this chapter deals with the honouring adaws (3-16) and
elders (17-25). Widows are very vulnerable and @Gospecially
concerned for them. His a father of the fatherless, a defender of
widows(Psalm 68:5; cp. Exodus 22:22-24; Deuteronomy 24:19
Ezekiel 22:7). The early church undertook to previar its widows but
there were limits to this support. The focus haren provision for
those who were destitute and had no family to stghem. This is the
implication of verse 3. Honour widows who are really widows.

Widows with children or grandchildren were to reeetheir support
from them and not from the church (4,16). A Chaistivho shows no
concern to provide for his own parents or grandpateas denied the
faith (8). Many widows are neglected by their famili€aey may or

may not need financial help but they need help jeitls which they are
unable to do for themselves; they need frequenttwviand

encouragement.

Widows under sixty years of age were not to beuithetl among those
who were given financial help (9). Those who werpported were to
have a godly character. They were used in the ganimistry of the
church and they had to haaereputation for good worké-10). By
way of contrast, great damage can be done by wavhenidle away
their time (13,15). Widows supported by the chunere expected to
have a ministry of prayer (5). Such a hidden miyist vital and many
a servant of God is blessed and encouraged thrihegprayers and
intercession of those who are elderly or housebo@ubd works
cannot save us but the Lord expects to see thetmeitives of all
Christians, not just widows (cp. 6:1&very Christian, young or old,
rich or poor, should have‘a reputation for good works’.

In the 21st century, many women have been abandbpdteir
husbands and left to care for young children; theyhave great needs.
Let us take to heart the principles of care sefrotliese verses.
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23 SEPTEMBER 1 Timothy 5:17-25
Elders who rule well

The apostle now gives some instruction concerrtieghbnouring and
ordaining of elders. He refers &ders who rule well17). Such men
are to be honoured:

. In their remuneration. — Elders wi@bour in the word and
doctrineare singled out fodouble honouiThis does not mean that the
elder is to have a double stipend. Hendriksen comisnéAn elder
deserves to be honoured; particularly if his labexoels in quality....
A man who spends all his time and effort in kingdaark certainly
deserves a good salarlCO@QMMENTARY ON 1 & 2 TIMOTHY AND
TITUS, page 181). Paul quotes from the Old Testameshtov that
those set aside to full-time service must be adeduaupported
(17-18; cp.  Deuteronomy 24:15; 25:4).

. In their reputation. —-Beware of listening to gossip about
elders (Satan wants to destroy their reputation and so tieir
ministry). Moses was a leader who faced rebelldmnibers 12:1-10).
An accusation against an elder must be substadhtigtéwo or three
witnesses. Those who have sinned must be pubktiyked (18—20).
Timothy is charged to be sure of his facts andaeehwitnesses to
support any accusation against an elder. Paul usgkannly urged
him to observe the instructions in these vevgésout prejudice, doing
nothing with partiality(21). This discipline is exercised in the sight of
God the Father, of Jesus Christ and the elect angleé discipline of
sinning elders should lead to the fear of God anmoageople (21).

The New Bible Commentary observéEmothy will serve God and
the churches well only if he keeps himself pured aefuses to
welcome the unworthy to partake in the leaders(ip58 edition,
published by Inter-Varsity Fellowship, page 1072).

Prayer for church leaders from hymn by Joseph Qonde

Sound in the faith, in conscience clear,
Ever may they in conduct prove
Sober and just, devout, sincere,
Guided by wisdom from above.
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24 SEPTEMBER 1 Timothy 5:22-25
Use a little wine for your stomach’s sake

Good elders are a priceless asset to any churt¢hus.#hank God for
them butsome elders do not rule well because they shouldve

never been appointed in the first placeThey lack the spiritual
qualities and abilities described in chapter 3. dtimy was cautioned
not to be hasty in the ordination of elders (22)e Bins of some men
are clearly evident, but some do not immediatelyee their true

colours (24). Some appointed to be elders are veeakready to

compromise truth and others are lacking in genfieraad love for the
people entrusted to their care (cp. 1 Peter 518y Torget that they are
servants of Christ and his church and they behaverds. Warren

Wiersbe observes, ‘The ruthless way some churatelsehave pushed
people around is a disgrace to the gospelFAITHFUL, page 83).

Timothy did not enjoy good health, suffering witaquent infirmities
(or ilinesses). Paul did not support the notiort thes always God’s
will to heal us of sickness. He urged Timothyse a little wine for
your stomach’s sakg23). This was possibly to avoid drinking
contaminated water; it is not an encouragemenusoto indulge in
taking much strong drinkNotice that Timothy was only to us€a
little wine’. *

There is all the difference in the world betweemking wine because
our water is unsafe to drink and taking intoxicgtiink to excess. We
are painfully aware of the dreadful effects causgdtrong drink in
Britain today. It fuels criminal activity and redeg many to poverty
and misery. Elders and deacons must not be givemi® (1 Timothy
3:3,8; Titus 1:7. It is easy to fall into the sihdrunkenness (cp.
(Genesis 9:20-21) or to become addicted to alcohldrinks. It is
better to keep strong drink out of the home so thatchildren or
grandchildren are not encouraged to develop a faste

*  Joseph Lucas, founder of Lucas Industries was @ngttemperance
campaigner who signed a pledge never to take ioédixig drink. He died of
typhoid fever in December 1902 while on a busineigsto Naples, having
refused advice to drink wine, to avoid drinking tbeal contaminated water.
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25 SEPTEMBER 1 Timo thy 6:1-5
The doctrine which is according to godliness

Some historians estimate that half of the popufatibthe Roman
Empire were slaves. Most wealthy people owned sleaad those who
were very rich owned hundreds of them. Some slduded as

domestic servants and farm labourers, others aks;leraftsmen,
teachers, soldiers and managers.

When slaves or their owners became Christians tignesvere bound
to be raised. What was the position of Christiaave$ and Christian
masters when in Christ there is neither slave rem (Galatians 3:28)7?
Slave owners were to treat their slaves with digfttphesians 6:9) and
slaves were not to take advantage of their Chnistiasters (1-2). They
were to be better workers than they were beforie ¢baversion, doing
their work as to the Lord (Colossians 3:22-23). Veéhine gospel
flourishes, slavery ultimately withers and diese3# verses do have
implications for us today, however. Christians ddoexcel and be
conscientious in their worko that the name of God and his doctrine
are not blasphemed).

False teachers reject the words of Christ streddoctrine which is
according to godlinesg3). They are blinded by their own pride being
obsessed with disputes and arguments over words dhich come
envy, strife, reviling, evil suspicior(d). We are not to have any
fellowship with false teachers (5). It is not unloy and harsh to refuse
to have anything to do with those who teach ernar @eny the truths
of God’s Word. They are dangerous people whom tbed LJesus
describes as wolves in sheep’s clothing (Matthebby:They are
clever in their arguments and will lead astrayweak and those who
are unwary.

Paul stresses the need for godliness throughautdtier (2:2; 4:7-8;
6:3,6,11). We must maintaithe doctrine which is according to
godlinesH3). If our teaching does not encourage us to be godly,
has gone wrong!
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26 SEPTEMBER 1 Timothy 6:6-10
Godliness with contentment is great gain

Paul has written concernirthe doctrine which is according to
godlinesq3) and he now links true contentment with godimédgany
who do not know the Lord seek contentment in eagitbssessions and
riches (hence the huge success of the gamblingstnduand they
chase after pleasures which do not last. Thereréesthessness and
unsatisfied longing within their hearts becausg e alienated from
their Maker. Some, however, are content withoutigeds. They are in
a perilous condition as many a contented sinneslgsed into hell.

We have already been reminded thatlliness is profitable for all
things(4:8) and now we have this wonderful and challeggiarse,
godliness with contentment is great géi). Many Christians are not
content. Why is this? There is a sense in whiclwillenever be fully
content until our pilgrimage on earth is over anel are with our
blessed Saviour in heaven. Many are discontentaever, because
they are not godly! They still hanker after the Vaofcp. 1 John
2:15-17). Over 350 years ago, the Puritan, JereBuatoughs wrote
a book which is still available, entitledhe Rare Jewel of Christian
Contentment’. What is Christian contentment? JeabrBurroughs
writes, ‘Christian contentment is that sweet, indyajuiet, gracious
frame of spirit, which fully submits to and delighh God’s wise and
fatherly disposal in every condition’.

The great enemy of Christian contentment is cov&tess and the
desire to be rict§9-10; cp. Hebrews 13:530me have strayed from the
faith because of the love of morayd they hav@ierced themselves
through with many sorrowget us be warned never to seek satisfaction
in material things; they do not bring lasting sédaigtion. Some
Christians seek contentment by chasing after lligssind sensational
experiences but they too are pursuing the wronggili Are you
restless within, discontented with what God haggiyou?Seek first
the kingdom of God and his righteousne@datthew 6:33) and you

will prove that godliness with contentment is great gain.
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27 SEPTEMBER 1 Timothy 6:11-16
The good confession

Paul’s instructions to Timothy in these versesrakevant to every one
who professes to belong to the Lord Jesus andseoHon:

* Flee(11). We must flee the vices condemned by the tépas
verses 3 to 10. These are pride, false teachingnhealthy interest in
controversies and quarrels about words that reswnvy, strife,
malicious talk, evil suspicions and constant faotbetween men of
corrupt minds. These things atiek love of monewhich causes some
to stray from the faith, bring sorrow and lead usrand destruction
(9-10).

* Pursue(1l). We are to run away from error and sinfutattes and
practices and run afteighteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience,
gentlenessThe man or woman of God is concerned to pleaskdh
by leading a godly life.

* Fight (12). Paul had already encouraged Timothy to whge
good warfare (1:18) in his battle for truth agaifedse teachers. He
now urges his friend téight the good fight of faitin the pursuit of
holiness. We must remember that the Christianidifa struggle (our
word ‘agony’ comes from the Greek word, translateght’; it was
used to describe the athletics contests of thgt day

» Lay hold on eternal lif€12). God has called us to be pilgrims to
heaven and has given us eternal life. We are tw $his in our own
lives by godliness and good works (cp. verse 18¢ Jood confession
which Timothy confessed before many witnesses (ghafers to his
confession when he was baptised as a believer [ADaptism, we
confess that we belong to Christ and that we haguib tofight the
good fight of faithand tolay hold on eternal lifeWe are encouraged
with the example of our blessed Saviauno witnessed the good
confession before Pontius PilgtE3).

Like Timothy, we too need to be reminded of our céihg to lead
godly lives, as those who are citizens of heavenoW are you doing?
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28 SEPTEMBER 1 Timothy 6:13-16
He who is the blessed and only Potentate, the Kafiggings

The apostle gives Timothy a solemn chargetfie sight of God. He
is urged (the wordurge’ is translatedcommand’in 1:3 and 6:17) to
keep this commandment without spot, blameless aumtiLord Jesus
Christ’s appearing.The ‘commandmentimay refer to the good
confession that he made at his baptism. We mustepere in the
Christian life and seek always to lead a holy, ldkss life until Jesus
comes again (or until we die). The thought of Glrisecond coming
caused the apostle to break forth into a greatldgyq15—16) just as
the topic of his first coming had done earlierhistletter (1:15-17).

Let us look at the description in this doxologytbé God who has
called us, who loves us and whom we serve:

* The blessed and only Potentgt8overeign’). God possesses
absolute bliss; he is the source of all happinesss‘the blessedGod’
(cp. 1:11). What immeasurable joy there is in knagvand belonging
to the blessed God! He is absolutely sovereign aléhings (the only
Potentate’)and his purposes can never be frustrated or thdddp.
Isaiah 14:24,27; Ephesians 1:11).

* The King of kings and Lord of lordde is the King over all those
who reign and Lord over all those who rule. Thile tis twice applied
to the Lord Jesus Christ, teaching that he is iddged (Revelation
17:14; 19:16).

* Who alone has immortalit$sod alone is the fountain of life from
whom the believer receives eternal life .

 Dwelling in unapproachable lightGod has such dazzling
radiance and glory that no mortal man can appréé@ch(cp. Psalm
104:2). We come to him through the Lord Jesus €hiehn 14:6).

«  Whom no man has seen or can $¢eis revealed by his beloved
Son (John 1:18).

* To whom be honour and everlasting power. Antés alone is
worthy of our worship. ThéAmen’is a solemn word of confirmation.

Think about this doxology and read the words of thehymn,
‘Immortal, invisible, God only wise’ and then worship the Lord!
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29 SEPTEMBER 1 Timothy 6:17-21
The living God, who gives us richly all things tmjey

Paul had warnethose who desire to be ri¢R) and now he has words
for those who are actually rich (17-19). Most ofimghe western
world are rich when measured against the stanadrigng for most
Christians in Bible times. We must not be high-neicidhor place our
trust inuncertain richesOur possessions are only tois present age;
we cannot take them with us when we die. We riayshold on eternal
life by laying up treasure in heaven (12,19; cp. Mattiee19-21).
Those who are rich have a great responsibilityotwolur God in the use
their wealth. They have more opportunity than atiterdo goodand
to be rich in good works, to give, willing to shaféis does not excuse
the rest of us from doing these things. We musiedk to store up for
ourselves good foundatioffior the future. Salvation is by grace alone
through faith (Ephesians 2:8), but God’s rewards agcording to
works (Daniel 12:3; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Revelatiih1?2).

Let us always remember that ittlee living God, who gives us richly
all things to enjoyWe will never enjoy our possessions if we allow
them to enslave us. Read and ponder the worde difytimn, ‘My God |
thank thee, who hast made the earth so brige’you trusting in the
living God? Are you storing up a good foundatiorby showing the
love of God in your life through good works?

Paul closes his letter with an appe@l: Timothy! Guard what was
committed to your trust(the gospel — 20; cp. 1:11). False teachers
appear so clever with their so-called knowledgetbay lead people
astray (21). Truth is under attack; let us be deiteed to guard and
uphold the precious truths of the gospel!

| thank thee more, that all our joy
Is touched with pain,
That shadows fall on brightest hours,
That thorns remain;
So that earth’s bliss may be our guide,
And not our chain.
(Adelaide Anne Proctor)
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30 SEPTEMBER Psalm 142

Then you knew my path

This psalm is described in its title as a prayeDafid when he was
in the cave (cp. Psalm 57). The cave may have Basid’s hiding
place at Adullam or at En Gedi (1 Samuel 22:1; 23)1 Spurgeon
comments, ‘Had David prayed as much in his palaceeadid in his
cave, he might never have fallen into the act whiobught such
misery upon his later days’. The psalm can bedéias follows:

1. David’s plea (1-3a). — David cried out to the d,ohe was in
trouble and his spirit was overwhelmed within hid@ poured out his
complaint before God.

2. His path (3b—4). — It was a dangerous path orthvhis enemies
had set a snare for him. It was also a lonely peltiere no one
acknowledged him or cared for his soul. Those oflug have travelled
on a difficult or lonely path in obedience to Gedhen all seemed to
be against us, have afterwards been able to ghe tioord, Then you
knew my path.He knows, he cares and he is with us!

3. His portion and refuge (5). — He had been sé¢parfaom loved
ones, home and possessions but he had a mostysrearid priceless
portion that could never be taken from him. Ma®fuge had failed
him (4) but the Lord was his refuge and his porti&purgeon
comments, ‘It is something to have God for our gefubut it is
everything to have him for our portiol’REASURY OF DAVID).

4. His persecutors (6). — They were stronger themdnd he called
upon God to listen to his cry for he was in destgenged.

5. His prison (7). — The cave was his hiding pléce it was also like
a prison to him. He called on God to deliver higldoom prison.

6. His praise (7) — When the Lord delivered himwaild praise the
name of God, he would be surrounded by the riglstelda prayed with
faith, expecting the Lord to deal bountifully witim.

Are you feeling troubled, rejected or lonely? Harm suffered
heartbreak, grief, loss or disappointmeR@member, the Lord
knows your path and he will hear your prayer. Yourcries of
anguish will then be turned to songs of praise!
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